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No. 1.— The Guecmor-Generul of India in Council to the Secret 
Committee of the East India Company. 

Fort William, Decernher 22, No. 109, 1841. 

rioNOR Sirs, —It may be of advantage to your Honorable 

Committee, tliat we eiideavonr to draw out a succinct narrative of the 
disastrous events which have lately occurred at Cabool, and in other parts 
of Aflghanistan, with some examination of tlie causes which have led to 
these events, and an exposition of the views with which, in the present 
state of our information, we are disposed to regard them. 

2. We are unfortunately able but most imperfectly to ptTforra this 
task : we liavc before u,s but few authentic documents ; the latest date of 
the dispatches received from Sir William Maciiaghten is only of 26th 
October ; and all else that we know is collected from two or tliree 
dispatches written, upon this side of the Passes, by Sir Robert Sale, from 
fragments of jirivate correspondence, aud from the rumours which have 
reached Caud.duir and Peshawur ; but we. believe that the facts in our 
jiossessiou, such as we shall give them to your Honorable Committee 
may be relied upon. 

.‘i. The force at and near, Cabool, consisted, at the beginning of 
October, of Her Majesty’s 13th and 44th Regiments of Foot, the 5th, 
35th, 31 th, aud 54th Regiments Bengal Native Infantry, the 5th Bengal 
Liglil Cavalry, a company of Foot, and a troop of Horse Artillery, 
besides minor details, in addition to two regiments of the disciplined in¬ 
fantry of the Shah’s contingent, the head-quarters of ofte of the coips of 
liindoostanee Cavalry belonging to that contingent, a mountain train ol 
Artillery attached to the same force under Captain Backhouse, of the 
Bengal Army, and a number of the Shali’s* guns under the charge of 
Lieutenant Warbnrton, with some strength, of the extent of which we 
are not accurately informed, of Affghan horse, partly under British com¬ 
mand. And of tin’s force it was intended that Her Majesty’s 13th, and 
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the 35l^ and 37tli Native Infantry, witli a company of Artillery, some 
&c., should proceed in the autumn to the provinces ; two Na- 
tive;i^imentsj and, if it should be found necessary, one European' regi¬ 
ment,* the 9tb, being held in readiness for their relief. One the Shah’s 
.^ladpestoee regiments, the 6th, was stationed at Chareekar, about 180 
inSht'jfo the.north of Cabool, and the remainder of the force was divided 
between the Bala Hissar, which overlooks the town, and in which the 
Shah resides, and the cantonment, which is a strong post about three 
miles to its north. The aspect of things at the capital, even to the very 
end of October, appears to have been altogether paci^c. Many of our 
officers resided, some with their families, in the town. TJie Commissa¬ 
riat establishments were partly placed witldn its walls, oiu* officers are 
said to have walked and rode in all directions ■without apprehension or 
interruption ; and, though it was notorious that the Priesthood and the 
Chiefs of Clans, w<th a large portion of the military retainers imme¬ 
diately dependent upon them, regarded with extreme dislike the state of 
things introduced under our influence, no idea was entertained of an 
universal disconten||or of the hazard of a general and formidable out¬ 
break. Indeed, fo^iany weeks previously, almost every eomraunication, 
public and private, had represented the country as imj)roving, and (he 
difficulties of our Affghan relations as in a fair train for permanent 
satisfactory settlement. 

4. An expedition against a predatory tribe at Zao, in the dircclion 
of Ghuznee, had been undertaken at tiie end of September. It had 
terminated successfully, and without bloodshed, in the submission of the 
tribe. Our troops were on their return to Cabool, and tlie 2()th of 
October had been named by Sir William Macnaghten as the day on 
which he should put Sir Alexander Burnes in chargti of his office, and 
set out on his journey to Bombay. 

5. By a private letter from Sir W. Macnaghten, dated 6th of October, 
we learnt that some discontent had exhibited itself on the part of several 
of the chiefs of the tribes of the Eastern Ghilzics, who command the passes 
leading from Gundamuck, to within twelve or thirteen miles of Cabool. 
These passes are of a very difficult character, but a good understanding 
had been maintained with the cldefs from our entrance into the country, 
up to that time. The ground of this discontent was a reduction in the 
amount of the grain allowances granted to the chiefs, the portion of the 
allowances remaining, being regarded as more valuable to them than 
their receipts in the time of Dost Mahomed Khan, in couse(juen(!e of tlie 


’ifh prices at present prevailing. It ai)pears that, on this reduction 
T made, the chiefs left Cabool, and an insurrection took place in the 
passes dawks.tjsere robbed, and that all regular communications 

^VlPPcd. These disturbances were lightly treated ; an Affghan 
cluet, ol opposed loyalty and influence, was sent forward to deal with 
the *nalc(^j,gjjts ; and it was hoped that peace would be restored, ratluir 
by negotiati,^ force of arms. Towards the 12th it had Ix^en 

detOTiinn^ tlia. tlie passes should be forced. Her Majesty’s 18th, the 
8,j(Ii Native Infaniry^ and, ^subsequently, the 37th Native Infantry, a 
squa,dron of the 5th JEengal Cavalry, and some other horse, with a 
portion of artillery, were allotted to this service, and placed under the 
command of Brigadier Sale ; and Captain Maegregor, the Political 
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Agent at Jellalabad, was attached to it. The Khoord Cahool Pass, as 
may he seen by the official dispatches, was gallantly forced on the I2th, 
though with a, loss to the British troops employed, of from thirty to forty 
men. A night atta<'k was the next day repelled by the 35th Native 
Infantry, and the enemy’s position at Tezeen was subsequently attacked 
on the 22nd with success. Captain Maegregor unguarded, with Captain 
Patou, visited tlie camp of the insurgents. He was kindly received by- 
the chiefs, and he believed tluvt he had made a satisfactory arrangtimont 
with them ; but, though for some days afterwards the professions of the 
chiefs were invariably those of peace and of friendship, the attacks from 
the lulls upon the detachment in its advance were unceasing, and it will 
be seen, by Sir Robert Sale’s reports, with what difficulties, and witli how 
severe a loss of men and baggage, lie made good Ids advance on the Slst 
of October, to the station of Gundamuck, where was Captain'Burn with 
a strong detachment of mountaineer Jezzailciiees, cliielly of the Afreedee 
or Khybeii,tribes. 

6. Sir William Macuaghten’s official report, the latest we have 
received from him upon any subject, under date the 26th of October, 
gives his view of the origin and progress of tliis quarrel with the Eastern 
Gldlzies. A copy of that rejiort is appended to this dispatch. 

7. Sir Robert Sale had found it desirable only to take on with him 
the 13th and 3oth, with artillery, cavalry and details from Khoord 
Cabool ; and the 37th Native Infantry was ordered, in the first instance, 
to remain in position, with a view mainly to keep open the communica¬ 
tion, and was, subsequently, on the outbreak of the insurrection in the 
city, called back to Cabool ; a movement it was only able to effect with 
a loss of Iwggage and some men, (five killed and fifteen wounded.) 

8. At Guudaniuck, Sir Robert SideVas in a position of some diffi- 
cidty ; his camel-men were deserting him ; his ammunition was in great 
part expended ; he was overhung by the enemy in the hills, and the 
post was not a strong one, whilst it was distant from any support which 
could be afforded, to him from Poshawur. lie had received a summons to 
return to Cabool, to which he felt himself obliged to represent, , in answer, 
that, without means of can-iage, that with the enemy in force upon every 
point of his passage, and ill-provided as he was with ammunition, the 
absolute destruction of his Brigade would be the certain result 
of the attempt. He determined, therefore, on the advice of a council 
of war, ui)on retiring upon Jellalabad, and of making a strong 
iutrenchment at that place. Upon the 6th of November he destroyed 
a fort of one of the insurgent chiefs, of whose flight in revolt from 
Cabool he had received intimation, and, upon the 11th, he marched to 
Jellalabad, leaving Gundamuck in charge of Captain Burn, with his 
detachment of Jezzailciiees and a corps of Jan-Baz horse. These troops 
became rapidly disordered. The Jan-Baz horse, and a large number 
of the Afreedee Jezzailciiees, went over to the enemy, or deserted to 
their homes. With such of the Jezzailciiees as adher^ to him. Captain 
Burn retired also to Jellalabad, leaving, however, two guns and much 
baggage behind Mm. 

9. Brigadier * Side found himself at Jellalabad, surrounded and 
attacked by all the armed population of the country. He had at first 
but six days’ provision ; his men were harassed, and the defences of the 
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place were exceedingly weak. The latest letters from him are of 
November 27th ; he had attacked and dispersed the enemy, and collected 
supplies for thirty days. Ammunitiop had been sent from Peshawur ; 
but it is uncertain whether it had reached liiin. All the later reports, 
however, from this post ai'e in a tone of laudable and increasing con¬ 
fidence. The enemy, after their first defeat, had not again ventured to 
stssail it; and we may look, we trust, with certainty, to the security of 
this portion of our troops. 

10. Captain Ferris, an officer commanding one of the Shah’s irregular 

Affghan regiments, had been posted at Pesh-Boolak, between the Rhyber 
Pass and Jellalabad, with a detachment of his corps. When the country 
became disorganized in consequence of our troops falling back to .Iclla- 
labad, his camp was attacked by numbers of the surrounding tribes, but 
his men, chiefly Eusofzye Patans, from the country subject to the Sikhs, 
fought bravely, and he was able to cut his way through the enemy, and 
to make good his retreat, though compelled to abandon about 38,000 
rupees of public treasure, and all private property. * 

11. Mr. Mackeson, a gentleman not in the regular sendee, had 
charge of the fort of Ali Musjid in the Klyber Pass, with 150 men, 
also of the Eusofzye tribe ; and the Khyberies, when the infection of 
alarm and disorder reached them, shewed an inclination to disturb the 
peace of the Pass. The chiefs disavow'cd all participation witli the 
tribes in this feeling, but the fort was nevertheless attacked, and the 
enemy nearly crowned the heights, but the Eusofzyes were faithful, and 
the assailants were repulsed ; and, in the end, by the interference of 
General Avitabile and Captain Mackeson, the insurgents departed, and 
the fort has been replenished. The known march of large Sikh and 
British reinforcements towards Peshawur, and the interest of the chiefs 
in keeping on terms with us, for the sake of their considerable pecuniary 
allowances, may, possibly, lead the Khyberees not to declare against us. 

12. We know not with accuracy what indications of trouble preceded 
the tragical events which took place on the 2ud of November at Cabool. 
In the letter from Captain Mackeson, at Peshaw'ur, of the 11th of O(!to- 
ber, forwarded to your Honorable Committee with our disjuitch of tlic 
20th ultimo, mention is made of six leading Dooranee Chiefs having 
incurred the King’s displeasure with reference to discontents, openly and 
disrespectfully evinced by them, in consecpicnce of reductions in the 
allowances, to wliicli the narrowness of the King’s finances led him, 
under Sir William Macnaghten’s advice, to have recourse. We have 
received no official report regarding that occurrence, but your Honorable 
Committee arc aware from the papers which we have at diflerent times 
forwarded to you, that a reduction of the retfiiners of the military khaius, 
and the formation of bodies of horse, paid directly by the Crown, had 
been among the objects of policy which have appeared most important 
for giving strength and stability to the King’s Goveniment. Your 
Honorable Committee are sensible also that it has been a necessary and 
prominent object of our care to bring the Shah’s disbursements, as nearly 
as possible, within the limit of his income. In pursuance of these 
objects, the six chiefs referred to appear to have been subject to some 
retrenchment, and opposition at one time seems to have been attempted 
in an indirect manner, to the organization of the bodies of horse to be 



paid by tlio State. The Sliali himsolf, who has made over for the niosi 
part tlie duty of administration to Ids minister, Maiionied Oosinan Klian, 
an individual possessing the entire conlidence and. approbation of Sir 
WUliam Maenaghten, may be believed to have thrown the responsiliility 
of these distasteful measures mainly on that officer, with whom the 
Envoy and Minister was, doubtless, in general estimation, identified ; 
and we find accordingly that, in the popular rumour which have prevail¬ 
ed, at least the dissatisfaction of the Shah with the state of things 
existing at Cabool Has been very readily taken for granted. We attaelj 
to this dispatch, sUch notices as the Governor-General has found in tlic 
private or demi-official letters addressed to him, on thi^ resistance and 
disgrace of the six chiefs alluded to. These notices become of impor¬ 
tance, since we find, from a comparison of Captain Maekeson’s dispatch 
before cited, witii the names which have subsequently been most bruited 
as tliose of the leaders of the insurrection, that several of tfies(! six 
chiefs have taken the leading j)art in exciting tlie trouldes which we 
have now to lament. Mecr IJfzul Khan IJrzbegoc is the eiiiof on whoso 
flight from Cabool, and rebellion, IJrigadier Sale proceeded to O'ciipy 
liis fort as above described ; and others of the chiefs, siU'h as Abdoola 
Khan Atchikzyc, Secimder Klian, and Abdool Salam Klian, are those 
most generally mentioned, in reports which have reached us alike from 
Candahar ami Peshawur, as tlie heads of the disturbance. 

13. On the 1st November, we learn that Moor Ufziil Khan Urzhegoe 
left the city and set up the standard of revolt, but we must suppose that 
there was no keen apprehension of serious danger. On the next day, 
however, our countrymen were attacked on every side. Lieutenaiit- 
Ciolonel Sir Alexander Burne.s, with liis brother Lieutenant Bmaies, and 
Lieutenant Broadfoot, of the Bengal European regiment,' were surprized 
and murdered in the city. Lieutenant Sturt, of the Engineers, received, 
it is said, in the presence of the Shah, but under circumstances of wliieh 
we have no information, five wounds. Captain Trevor, and his family, 
)mt narrowly escaped. The houses of the British residents were burnt 
or pillaged. Tlie Commissariat stores and treasure in tlie city were lost, 
ami the enemy obtained possession of a fort in the immediate vicinity 
of the caiitoninent. We subjoin to this narrative a precis of iiitelligeiico 
addressed by Lady to Sir Robert Sale, by whicli your Committee will 
learn that there was a succession of engagements from the 2iid to 8th 
November, by wliich, though our troops invariably behaved well, and 
obtained advantage, but little impression was made upon the enemy. 
We further know that a successful sally was made on the 13th, and that 
the stock of provisions, which on the 8th was estimated as only sufficient 
for five, was, on the 14th, equal to ten days’ consumption ; and the tone 
in a note from Sir William Maenaghten to Captain Maegregor, at 
Jellalabad, of the 18th, was certainly not one of any immediate ajipre- 
hension. Negotiations were still apparently open between Sir William 
Maenaghten and some of the chiefs, but, as far as is stated, with no 
satisfactory prospect. Copies of all papers whiqh have reached us on the 
progress and aspect of events at Cabool, siifce the insurrection commen¬ 
ced, accompany this dispatch. We must necessarily regard the position 
of our force at that city with great anxiety. It was divided ; its means 
of supply were narrow and precarious ; the whole surrounding country 
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was opposed to it; and the season was approaching at which the passes 
of the hills would be closed by the snow. On the other hand, there are 
bravery and discipline ; the interval betwet^n the Bala Ilissar and the 
Cantonments is open, and a junction could easily be made ; and the 
town may be forced to afford supplies-; whilst the falling of the snows 
may have the effect of ibrcing, at least, a partial dispersion of the 
enemy. We must painfully await the result, fot it seems to be physically 
impossible, that troops could, before the spring, approach Cabool for 
rescue. 

14. Simiilfaucously with the events which we have related as having 
occurred at Cabool, the Koliistan broke into insiurcction, and two 
officers. Captain Maule and Lieutenant Wheeler, attached to t!ie irregular 
regiment of Koliistanees, were murdered, and the Coorklia regiment of 
the 8hah’s service, jjosted at Chareekar in that countr}', was attacked, 
and all of its officers were wounded, of whom Captain Codrington has 
since died. We have since heard that this corps has hetai overpowered 
and destroyed, and that Major Pottinger, the Political Agent at Cha¬ 
reekar, and one officer, Lieutenant Ilanghton, have made their way to 
the camp at Cabool. 

15. Ueyond thes(i sad details wo have to report the surprize, and 
almost entir(', deslrnction, by a large party of Ghilzies at Sydabod, be¬ 
tween Gliuznec and Cabool, of Captain Woodburn, of the Shah’s service, 
and a detachment of 138 invalids, jwoceeding from Ghuznee towards 
Cabool ; and we know that the disturbances had extended to between 
seventy and eighty miles south of Ghuznee, anc^- that the country w'as 
disordered in that (juarter up to the 17th oj; 18th of November. 

Ifi. Our latest direct accounts from itandahar are of the 19th, but 
there is a hater from Major Leech, at Kelat-i-Ghilzi(>, of the 2()th, which 
must hiive been forwarded from Candahar on the 22d or 23rd of 
November. At that time all was quiet in that neighbourhood, yet it 
must be apprehended that eventually disturbances of a similar nature 
may also take place there ; but the country is less unfavourable to 
action. General Nott’s force is strong, and we must hope that he will 
lose no time in calling in every detachme.nt which is not securely posted. 
The three regiments, tiie 16th, 22nd, and 43rd Bengal Niitive hifautry, 
that had been on the point of returning to India by tlie Bolaii Pass and 
Shikarpore, with a troop i>f Horse Artillery and Cavalr}^ were, upon a 
requisition from Major-General Elphinstoue, dated 3rd November, the 
day after the insurrection at Cabool, directed to mardi from Candahar 
towards Ghuznee and Cabool, and we learn that they actually marched 
on the IGth. We are told that the seasons will not be opposed at any 
time of the year to such a march as far as Ghuznee ; but the ground 
between Ghuznee and Cabool rises 2000 feet, and the road wiU, it is to 
be feared, not be passable until late in the spring. We have intelligence 
of the advance of the brigade, without difficulty, half-way to Kelat-i- 
Ghilzie, and we shall watch, with anxious interest, its further progress. 
We have, further, a post at Quetta, which has been reinforced by Major 
Outrani, and which, it is ‘possible, may be harassed by the Kakur 
Atlghans, though Major Outram apprehends no serious attack from that 
tribe ; and he is confident that the late arrangements with Nusseer Khan 
are so satisfactory to the Brahoe and Bclooch chiefs and people, that he 
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has nothing to fear from them. lie is strong, too, in Upper and Lower 
Sinde, and has wisely d^cnuined upon not parting witli a single sohlicr 
until any excitement which may be caused by the events of Cabool, shall 
have subsided. 

17. We have thus stated, in as accurate an outline as the means at 
our command will permit, the afflicting events by which our positioh in 
Afghanistan has been so suddenly and seriously endangered. We have 
marked the obstinacy witli which, notwithstanding the ap])arent accom¬ 
modation of the Eastern Giiilzie chiefs with Captain Maegregov about 
the 22nd of November, the tribes under tlicin, stated not to be nnnmrous 
or powerful, though iu possession of a very difficult country, contested 
every portion of the advance of the British troops eastward, at a time 
when these tribes stood alone openly committed to insinrcction. We 
cannot doubt tliat the comparative success of the Glulzie mountaineers 
in their defiles, the report of wliich must have reached Cabool with 
much exaggeration, Inid an important effect iu giving encouragement to 
the disafficted in that city. And we think it may be assumed as certain, 
that the discontent of the Dooranee chiefs at Shah SImoja’s court, witli 
the arrangements of the king’s government, which partially atrected their 
pecuniary interests, and threatened to destroy their political influence, 
lias been the direct operative cause of tin; formidable rebellion by which 
our authority has been shaken. Tliis discontent found ready material for 
th<! excitement of hostility and disorder, in the national and religious 
feelings of the Affgluvu tribes, wlioin our presence, and the inc.-isures 
pursued under our Influeiice, liavo failed to conciliate. The popidation, 
with the exception of the labouring cultivators, who probably regard our 
iiseendaiicy with satisfaction, but whose good will is of little Aalue in 
such a crisis, is armed, and accustomed to turbulence and violence ; and 
time Iws not admifted of any effectual repression of these habits, or of 
giving Stability to the nmv order of tilings. 

18. We fiave apjdied ourselves immediately to concerting sueJi mea¬ 
sures, and issuing sucli iiistnictions, as tlie exigency of the case seemed 
to refiuire and admit ; and we forward with this communication copies of 
onr several dispatches to bis Evcellency the Coramander-in-Chici; to the 
GoviTiiment of Boirdwy, to Sir Win. Macnaghten, Mr. Clerk, and onr 
principal jiolitical functionaries. It will be seen that we have laid it 
down as a ride of our conduct that we would do all in our power to 
rescue our diitaclnuents wlierever they may be encompassed by danger ; 
but that, if the jiosition of command and influence, which we have lield 
at the caiiital of Aflghanistan, should once be abolutidy and entirely lost, 
we would make in> more sacrifices of the very serious and extensive 
nature which could alone be effectual, except under positive instruct ions 
from England, for the rc-establishmcnt of our supremacy througlioiit tlie 
country. If matters should, by fori^e or negotiation, be restored at 
Cabool, we shall have time for deliberation ; and if they sliould bo but 
barely maintained in’ their present state of precarious difficulty, we must 
await tlie approach of spring before we can act with vigour or advantage. 
Wc have particularly, however, felt it our dufy distinctly at tliis distance 
to give instructions applicable to all contingencies, and therefore to con¬ 
template the most unfavourable issue to the struggle which our troops are 
maintaining at Cabool ; and, iu tliis case, upon the anticipation of whicli 
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we cannot conceal from ourselves the hazai-d of extending dangers, and 
of the insurrection assuming in other quarters ah4b the same national and 
united character, we have authorized ^neral Nott and Major Rawlinson, 
with such caution and deliberation, in their military and political proceed¬ 
ings, as may serve to avoid discredit, and to promise safety, so to sliape 
their course as best to promote the end of the eventual relinquishment 
of our direct control in the several Aftghan provinces, and to provide for 
the coneentration of all forces and detachments as may be most condu¬ 
cive to the security of the troops. On our side, we would imme¬ 
diately collect a strong force at Peshawur, with the view of its 
acting in aid of Sir Robert Sale at Jellalabad, and making a de¬ 
monstration of strength on that frontier ; and the troops as here 
enumerated are already on their march, viz., 60th, 64th, 30th, and 
53rd Regiments Native Infantry^, with details of Cavalry, and a com¬ 
pany of European Foot Artillery. Two other regiments, one of them 
Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, are held also in readiness to march, in the event 
of Mr. Clerk and the Commander-in-chief so determining ; and a Sikh 
detachment, consisting of four battalions of Infantry, 2000 Horse, and 
Artillery, has boon directed by the Lahore Durbar to act in co-operation 
witli it. We hope that this force will be sutficient to keep in awe the 
tribes of the Khybcr Pass, or, if necessary, to fonse that defile, and give 
sui)port to General Sale, and ultimately, should circumstances admit of 
such a course, to form a base from whence communications may be 
opened with Cabool. We have requested the Government of Bombay, 
and Major Outram, to detain, for the present, all the troops which are 
present in Upper Sinde, and in any event to look to his having a force 
of not less than two eflective brigades, at Sukkur, and Shikar))ore. We 
feel it to be absolutely necessary that wc thus hold a strong front upon 
the line of the Indus. And this front it is our intention and determina¬ 
tion, subject to the orders of your Honorable Committee, firmly to 
maintain ; and we h.ave endeavoured to do this, without in any degree 
relaxing from that care which is due to the juotection of our frontuws, 
and to tlic preservation of tranquillity in the territories of Indiii, and in 
tho.se of our dependent allies. Even if six regiments should be sent to 
Peshawur, the state of our northern cantonments will be such as to 
enable his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to collect, at a very short 
notice, for the field, besides an ample force of Artillery, an army of not 
less than twelve or fourteen regiments of Infantry, and nine or ten of 
Cav.alry, of which at least three of the former, and two of the latter, 
would be Europeatis. For details of the orders which we have given, 
and of the discr<!tion which we have requested his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, in communicating with Mr. Clerk, to exercise, wc 
would refer your Honorable Committee to the copies of our several dis¬ 
patches, the purport and effect of which will, we trust, meet with your 
approbation, particularly in the part of them which relates to the using 
the occasion, in order to establish more intimately our union with the 
Sikh Government. , 

19. It is possible that we shall, at the earnest request of the Court 
at Catmandhoo made after a compliance with all of Mr. Hodgson’s de¬ 
mands, and the strongest professions of friendly intentions, withdraw the 
force which had been stationed immediately on the Nepalese frontier, at 
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Mullye and S^owlee ; but, in this case, we shall keep ffidre than the 
customary complement of troops at the stations of Benares and Dinapore, 
and shall be able, in the «^ent of the Nepalese Court relapsing into 
unfriendly movements, to bring a strong force into the field. We most 
confidently believe, however, that there will be no necessity for the 
assemblage of such a force, either towards Nepal, or in the north-west pro¬ 
vinces. The professions of the Rajah of Nepal are yet fresh, and he is in 
no state of preparation ; while the interests of the British Government 
and the Sikh Durbar, in all that regards the state of affairs in Affghanistan, 
are substantially the same, and the Durbar appears to be acting cordially 
in concert with us upon that conviction. But we are aware that the occur¬ 
rence of serious disaster to the British arms in any quarter, will give rise, 
if not to injurious attempts, at least to sometliing of excitement, and to 
evil report, and we would appear strong and prepared on every side. 

20. In concluding this dispatch, we would observe, that your 
Honorable Committee are aware, that three regiments on the Indian 
establishment are now detached, and arc likely for some considerable 
period to continue so, with the expedition in China, and that one of the 
regiments in Bengal, Her Majesty’s 3rd Foot, has nearly completed its 
term of Indian service. Under these circumstances, we should think it 
prudent that tiie Government in England should, at the earliest conve¬ 
nient period, send out two fresh regiments to Bengal, affording a rein¬ 
forcement which would enable your authorities here to maintain the 
exhibitimi of uiuiuestionable commanding strength in every part of the 
empire. It will be remarked that, for the present, an European regiment 
has been withdrawn from Nagpore, a post which ought not to be so 
weakened, excepting in emergency, and to which an European corps 
should be returned at the earliest possible time. 

21. Your Honorable Committee will find, among the inclosures of 
this dispatch, a correspondence respecting the temporary detention oft the 
Ameer, Do.st Mahomed Khan, on his route to I-oodiana. We learn from 
Caj)tain Nicolson, that the Ameer has submitted to this detention with¬ 
out making any serious difficulty, pe is now at Kurnaul, and it is 
f.’ajitaiu Nicolson’s opinion that he has no desire or intention of aban¬ 
doning the protection he is under, within our frontier. 

22. In one of the later reports from Captain Mackeson, it is men¬ 

tioned that letters had been received by the chiefs of the Afreedee tribes, 
from the Nawabs Zeman Khan and Jubbar Khan, brothers of the 
Ameer, stating that they were active in the insnirection, and that they 
awaited the arrival of his son, Mahomed Akbar Khan, who was then 
expected to place himself at its head. This is the only notice, which has 
reached us, of the family of the Anieer being connected with the 
disturbances. ^ 

We have, &c. 

Auckland. 

W. W. Bmo. 

Wm. Casement. 

H. T. Pkiksep. 

P.jS.—Since this dispatch was prepared, advices have been received 
from Major Outram, at Dadur, to the 29th, with intelligence from 
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Candahar to the 23rd November ; at' those dates, all is said to have been 
perfectly quiet at Candahar; and Major Oatram writes, in his usual 
tone of confidence and ease, respecting the oountry under his control. 

We have accounts from Peshawur to the 6th, and from Jellalabad to 
the 3rd December, representing the entire success of the troops at the- 
latter post to the 1st instant; and mentioning that native reports 
represent an improving state of things at Cabool; it being said that 
supplies are brought into camp at night for sale. 


No. 2.— Sir W, H. Macnaghten, Bart, Envoy and Minister at the 

Court of Shah Shoqjah, to T. H. Maddock, Esq., Secretary 

to the Government of India. 

Cabool, October 26, 1841. 

Sib,—I have now the honor to report the circumstances attending the 
recent rebellion of certain of the Eastern Ghilzie Chiefs. 

2. The first intimation I received of this rebellion was about three 
weeks ago, to the eft'ect that the chiefs- had suddenly left Cabool; and, 
the day after, I learnt that they had stopped a caravan on the high road, 
and had taken the property and its owners to the hills, at a distance from 
the road. 

3. I immediately waited upon His Majesty, and prevailed upon him 
to send the Governor, Humza Khan, with a message to the rebels, 
inviting them to return to their allegiance, and promising redress of any 
real grievance they might have sustained. This mission failed of success, 
because Humza Khan was the chief instigator of the rebellion. 

4. Two reasons have been assigned for this rebellion. First, the 
reduction of the allowances of the Ghilzie Chiefs ; and, secondly, the 
engagement that was required of them to be re.sponsible for robberies by 
the ^pastern Ghilzies, wherever committed. 

5 ^' On the first point 1 may observe that the necessities of His 
Majesty, and the frequent prohibitions I had received against further 
reliance on the resources of the British Government, appeared to admit 
of no alternative. 1 was assured that the chiefs had admitted the justice 
of, and cheerfully acquiesced in, the reduction ; moreover, that, after the 
reduction was efl'ected, the chiefs would, in consequence of the enhanced 
value of grain, receive larger allowances than they did in the time of 
Dost Mahomed. 

6. On the second point, I am compelled to state that the grievance of 
the chiefs was well founded. Their liabilities should have been only 
co-extensive with their respective jurisdictions. Unfortunately, they 
never represented their grievance to me. They had been prohibited from 
visiting me by the beforenamed Governor, on the part of the Shah, 
(Humza Khan) a worthless man, alike inimical to us and to His Majesty. 
The good result of the recent rebellion, is the disgrace and imprisonment 
of this man. His father was killed in the Shah’s service; and His 
Majesty, an amiable weakness, was unwilling to acknowledge the demerits 
of the son, of which, however, he is now fully sensible. 

7. One of the chief rebels, Mahomed Shah Khan, has very large 
possessions in the district of Lughman. I therefore urged the minister 
to send out a relative of his own with 300 Huzarbash Horse to that 
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neighbourhood. This was done without the delay of an hour, {uid-the 
designs of the rebels were for the time frustrated. They attacked the 
party, e» roMfe, but did comparatively little damage ; and the conspi¬ 
rators found it necessary to separate, and each to look after his individual 
interests, before the plot was matured. 

8. There are four thanas, or posts, guarded by Ghilzies, between 
Gabool and Gundamuk. The first belongs to a chief named Khoda 
Buksh, a relative, by marriage, of the ex-Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan. 
The second to Slier Mahomed Khan, the tliird to Allahzar Khan, and the 
fourth to Gool Mahomed Khan. The second named of these (who has 
by far the greatest influence) was gained over to our cause at an early 
period, and the third was always staunch in his allegiance. Khoda 
Buksh and Gool Mahomed went into open rebellion, and with them was 
joined Mahomed Shah Khan already mentioned, a Ghilzie Chief, possess¬ 
ing extensive property in Lughman, and a relative also, by marriage, of 
the ex-Ameer. 

9. The conduct of Gool Mahomed was the most inexcusable of all. 
On the Shah’s arrival in this country, that individual was in a state of 
destitution, and was placed in power and affluence by His Majesty. He 
has been indefatigable in his endeavours to stir up the surrounding tribes 
to rebellion, but 1 have much gratification in adding that he has in no 
one instance succeeded, a fact which speaks well for His Majesty’s 
Government. Gool Mahomed KJian was immediately deposed, and 
his place supplied by Burkut Klian, a chief of great influence and 
respectability. 

10. On the separation of the rebels, Mahomed Shah Khan retreated 
to Lughman. Khoda Buksh Khan, with not more than 100 followers, 
proceeded to occupy the Khoord Cabool Pass ; and Gool Mahomed Khan 
went into his own country to raise the tribes. Lughman was already 
occu})icd by the Huzarbash horse, and I had no apprehension from that 
quarter. 1 had the greatest confidence in the new chief appointed by 
His Majesty to supersede Gool Mahomed, and the first thing to be done 
was to dislodge Khoda Buksh and his party of rebels from the strong 
defile which they had occupied. The manner in which this service was 
performed, has doubtless been reported to Government by Major-General 
Elphinstone, C.B., and it only remains for me to add, that the prowess 
displayed by the British troops on this occasion was the admiration of all 
the Aflghans, and there were not a few on our side who witnessed it. 

11. Captain Maegregor. having in the mean time returned from the 

Zoorinut expedition, 1 caused him to communicate with the rebels, and 
he promised, in His Majesty’s name, and my own, to inquire into, and 
redress, all their grievances. Messengers with conciliatory proposals were 
also sent, but to no purpose. Whilst professing the greatest desire to 
return to their allegiance, the party of Khoda Buksh and Gool Mahomed, 
which latter had joined the former after his expulsion from the pas.s, made 
a night attack on thfe position of the 35th regiment of Native Infantry at 
Khoord Cabool, the particulars of which also have no doubt been 
communicated to Government. * 

12. On this occasion, a party of His Majesty’s own Affghan Horse 
were present in ouf camp ; and rumours, 1 understand, are rife that this 
party (consisting of about 80 persons) were guilty of treachery, and 

C 2 
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actually fifed upon ouf troope. The particulars of the case have not 
yet reached we, but it shall be duly inquired into, anid His Mqjesty will, 
I feel assured, make a signal example of any one who may be proved to 
have thus offended. But if this party of Affghans suffered themselves 
to be surprized by a night attack, or even if, in the confusion of the 
moment, tliey fired shots in the direction of our own camp, it would be 
uncharitable in any one familiar with the Affghan character, to form 
from such premises the conclusion that they were guilty of deliberate 
treachery. But I merely wish his Lordship in Council to suspend his 
judgement on this transaction, for 1 well know tlie predisposition that 
exists in certain quarters to condemn, without hesitation and without 
reason, every Affghan institution, and that even the irreproachable 
character of His Majesty liaj not secured liim from the attacks of male¬ 
volence and calumny. 

13. After the night attack, the 3oth N. I. were joined by. Her 
Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, and tlie 37Ih Kegiment N. 1„ with a 
suitable proportion of artillery and cavalry, and the rebels were in the 
meantime joined at Tazeen by Mahomed Shall Khan, Azeez Khan, and a 
party from Tugno. Captain Maegregor estimates their united numbers 
at about 700 men. 

14. Our troops moved upon Tazeen on the 22iid instant, and I need 
not detail the operations which there took place, as they will have been 
reported to his Lordship in Council by the (lencral commanding in 
Afghanistan. 

15. I have now received information from Captain Maegregor to the 
effect, that our differences with the chiefs have been amicably arranged. 
The particulars have not reached me; but when Captain Maegregor 
submits a statement of his negociations, a copy of it shall be forwarded 
without loss of time for the information of Government. From what 
little I know of the terras conceded to the rebels, they would seem to 
me to be too favorable ; but 1 have the fullest reliance on Captain 
MaegregoFs discretion. The chiefs have furnished hostages, and have 
consented to the appointment of Burkut Khan, by which means their 
confederacy has been dissolved. 

16. I liave been tlius particular in detailing the circumstances of 
this rebellion, from my conviction, that the most false and exaggerated 
reports regarding it will be circulated by a class of persons wliom I have 
already described to his I.ordship in Council, and wlioso sole imrsuit is 
the dissemination of grouudleas and alarnjing reports, througli the 
medium of the public prints. 

17. The inconvenience to which we have been subjected, by the 
interruption of our communications, has been very great, but it only 
shows how easily annoyance may be inflicted, by means which would 
otherwise be couteraptiblc, on a government, which has so long a line of 
mountainous country to defend, and whose chiefs have been so accustom¬ 
ed to a life of lawless turbulence, that they do not hesitate to array 
themselves in opposition to authority upon the slightest provocation, and 
without a hope of ultimate success. 

18. We have learned, by the experience of this rebellion, one im¬ 
portant fact, which is, that oiir regular European and Hiudostanee 
troops fight against Affghans, in their native bills, to a great disadvan- 
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tage. . The superiar-^lity of “the latter enables them to erade pursuit, 
and their fuzUs, or long guns, carry witl^ deadly precision to a distance, 
where our muskets are harmless. There is now no enemy to oppose us 
in the open plain, and should we hereafter be forced into hostilities, the 
desultory mountain warfare will doubtless be that with which shall 
have to contend. Should his Lordship in Council therefore resolve on 
increasing llis Majesty’s force, with a view of recalling the r^ular regi¬ 
ments frdm this country, I would suggest that instead of organizing any 
more Hindostanee troops, three infantry corps should be raised from tlie 
Eusufzyes, Suliaks, Undurees, Kohistanees, Khyberries, and the inhabi¬ 
tants of other mountainous regions, to undergo a moderate degree of 
discipline, and to be armed with the jezzail of the country. By a judicious 
admixture of difterent tribes, by attention to their prejudices, and by 
regular pay, I should have little fear of their fidelity. In the meantime, 
endeavors will be made to impart as great a degree of efficiency as 
possible to His Majesty’s Jezzailcliees, who are a very useful body of men. 
In the above oi)iiiion 1 am supported by the authority of Major-Ceneral 
Elphinstone, C.B., of Lieutenant-Colonel Sir A. Bunies, C.B., and of 
Brigadier Anquetil. 

19. It is roy intention to forward a copy of this letter, for the infor¬ 
mation of the Honorable the Secret Committee, through the Govern¬ 
ment of Bombay 

I have, &c. 

W. H. Macnagiiten, 
Envoy and Minister. 


No. 3.— Mr. Maddoch to Mr. Clcrh. 

Fort William, November 22, 1841. 

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your, dispatch, 
dated 1st instant, recommending, for the reasons stated by the Accoun¬ 
tant North-West Provinces, thiit tlie dispatch of the second convoy to 
Allghanistan, be changed from the lOtli January to 10th Eebruai’y next, 
and to inform you that the Right Honorable the Governor-General in 
Council has sanctioned this arrangement. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Mabdock. 

No. 4.— Major-General Sir Robert Sale to Captain Grant, 

Camp, Bootkhak, October 12, 1841. 

Sir,—I have the honor to state to you, for the iuformation of Major- 
General Elphinstone, C. B., that the task of forcing the pass of Khoord 
Cabool, and defeating the rebels posted within it, has, this morning, been 
accomplished. 

After fully weighing the whole of the informatien brought to me at 
various perils in the course of yesterday, I (fame to the conclusion that 
the main body of the insurgents was posted behind a breastwork near 
the middle of the pass, and that they would defend it, as well as the 
almost inaccessible heights on cither flank of it. 
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My plan of attack was therefore arranged as follows. I determined to 
employ’ 200 Jczzailchees, under the well known Sirdar Jan Fishan Khan, 
to create a diversion by assaulting, in flank and rear, the precipitous 
ridge which forms the southern side of the Durra, whilst the troops 
under thy command entered its gorge, and attacked the enemy in front. 
The force left camp at 6 a.m. The advanced guard consisted of the two 
guns of Foot Artillery, under Lieutenant Dawes, two companies of the 
ioth Light Infantry, under Captain Fenwick and Lieutenant George 
King, the flank companies of the 3oth 'Native Infantry under Captain 
younghusband, and a detachment of pioneers under Captain Broadfoot, 
the wliole being in charge of Captain Seaton, 35t]i Regiment of Native 
Infantry. The remainder of the 13th and 35th formed our main body. 
As we approached the insurgents’position, we found that the reports of 
our spies had been substantially correct, but that the enemy were with¬ 
drawing from behind their breastwork in the valley, and occupying the 
rocky ridges of the mountains on either side. They opened upon us a 
well-directed fire, and, at the very eonnneneement of tlie afl’air, I receiv- 
(id a wound from a ball, above the ancle, which ultimately compelled me 
to leave the field. Whilst I remained on it, however, I directed two 
comj)anics of the 13th. and om; of the 35th, to ascend tlie precipices on 
cither hand in face of the enemy, and I mu.st, in justice to them, men¬ 
tion the gallantry, activity, and perseverance witli which this duty was 
performed, and the enemy driven by our skirmislicrs from point to point 
of eminences almo.st pcrpciidicular. Whmi compelled to retire, I resign¬ 
ed the command into the hands of Lieutenant-Colonel Donnie, C. B., 
and have the pleasure to forward his report, detailing the further pro¬ 
gress and completion of the aflair. 

1 heg to add that, whilst I remained at the head of the force, the con¬ 
duct of both officers and men afforded me the liighest sa(.i.sfaction, and I 
am greatly pleased with tiie spirited and judicious manner in which Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Dennie hroiiglit the matter to a close. 

The exertions of iny BrigadoMajor, Captain Wade, and of Captain 
Havelock, and Lieutenant Airey, of Major-General Elphinstone’s personal 
staftj who attached themselves to me as volunteers on tliis service, de¬ 
mand my amplest acknowledgments. The last-mentioned of these 
officers had a horse shot under him. I beg to forward the casualty 
r .'turn of the 13th ; that of the Artillery, Sappers, and 35th Native 
Infantry shall follow. 

A Memorandum of the ammunition expended, is also annexed. I am 
thankful for the promised reinforcement of two guns ; and if the 37th 
Regiment Native Infantry can also be promptly sent out, it will relieve 
the troops from part of a very harassing outpost duty, in an exposed 
plain, in the vicinity of mountains.. 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale. 

P.S.—I ought not to have forgotten, to mention, that Captain Bellew, 
Assistant Quartermaster GbneraX who had previouslj^ under General 
Elphinstone’s instructions, reconnoitred the passes occupied by the ene- 
iHy, accompanied me during my march from Cabool, and ably aided me, 
the moment of roy being wounded, upon which he continued to 
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reader vuluable assistance to Lieutenant-Colonel Dennie. To Brevet 
Captain Trevor, 3rd Light Cavalry, politically employed on this occasion, 
I was indebted for the mformation obtained at Bootkhak ; upon it my 
plan of attack was ba%d, and it proved correct in every particular ; 
and he was personally active and conspicuous throughout the engage¬ 
ment. 


No. 5.— JLietitenant-Colonel W. JI. Dennie to Major-General 
Sir R. IL Sale. 

Camp, Booikhak, October 12, 1841. 

Sib, —I beg, on my return to camp, to report the details of the pro¬ 
gress and completion of the affair with the rebels, in the Khoord Cabool 
Pass, begun in so spirited a manner under your personal command this 
morning. 

On receiving over charge of the troops, in conseeiuence of your wound 
compelling you to leave, tlie valley, I pursued your plan of operations by 
pressing the enemy as much as the nature of the ground would admit, on 
both flanks and rapidly moving ou the main column and guns, with the 
intentiou of dislodging tliem from their brea.stworks, if still occupied, 
but this the insurgents ha<l eva(mat,od, though tliey ventured to dispute 
the possession of tlie [(reciijitous heights, and to direct a well-aimed fire 
against our main force. Discotieerted, however, by the bold manner in 
which they were met by our skirmishers, -as they scaled the mountain 
sides, and by the steady progress of the ailvauce, they gradually aban¬ 
doned tlu'ir first position, and retired to tlie higiiest ridges and pinnacles 
of the Durra. 

I had resolved, from the first, not to allow any lateral opjiosition to 
divert niC from the main purpose of clearing the valley, and a little after 
7 A. M., I had the satisfaction of reaching the southern gorge of the pass, 
and establishing there the 35th Native Infantry, and tlie guns, in an 
excellent post, constituted by the walls of a strong and cajiacious, though 
deserted, fort. By this time our skirmishers had every where got 
possession of the heights, and the Arfghau force under ,Jan Fishaii Khan, 
had also crowned the mountains, and displayed their banners on its 
summit. ^ 

You are aware, that it was part of your original plan, tliat the 13th 
Light Infantry should return to their encampment at Bootkhak. As the 
column marched back, the enemy again showed themselves on several 
points of the defile, and opened a fire, and some loss was sustained in 
repelling these attacks, and iu w'ithdrawing our flanking parties. 

The troops finally arrived at Boootkhak about 2 i*. m., a good deal 
harassed by the exertions of the morning. You will see by the returns, 
that the casualties have not been few, which arose from the great advan¬ 
tage afforded by the ground to an enemy trained to mountain warfare. 

Permit me to add the expression of my admiration of the fearless 
manner in which the men of the IStli, chidfly young soldiers, ascended 
heights nearly perpendicular, under the sharp fire of the insurgents. The 
Sepoys of the 35th rivalled and equalled them in steadiness, activity, 
and intrepidity. I am happy to say, that no loss whatever of the bag- 
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g»gc of the Native Infentry was sustained in traversing, tliis Tal% of 
plunderers. v 

I have not yet received the casualty retui^ of the 35th Regiment 
Native Infantry, but have reason to believe that it is in amount about 
equal to that of the 13th, and am informed that they have one officer, 
Captain Younghusband, severely wounded. 

I have &c. 

W. H. Denote. 

Jteturn of killed, wounded, and missinj, ef the Force under the command of 
Major-General Sir li. tl. Sale, in forcing the pass of Khoord Cabool, on the 
I2th October, 1841. 

2nd Company 6th Battalion Artillery—1 private, 3 horses wound. 

Her Majesty's I’Sth Light Infantry—2 privates killed; 2 subalterns, 2 seijeants, 
16 privates, wounded. 

35th Jtcgiment N.I.—2 privates killed ; I captain, I naick, 8 sepoys, wounded. 
Sappers and Miners.—2 privates killed j 2 privates wounded. 

Total—6 privates killed ; 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 2 Serjeants, 1 corporal, 27 pri¬ 
vate.?. 3 horses, wounded. 

Grand Total—6 killed ; 33 wounded, and 3 hor.ses wounded. 

Names of Officers Wounded, 

General Staff.—Major-General Sir R. Sale, K.C.B., commanding, severely; 
Captain Wade, Major of Brigade, slightly. 

13th Light Infantry.—l.ieutenaiit .Mein, severely ; Ensign Oakes, slightly. 

35th itegiment Native Infantry—Captain Vounghusbund, severely. 

H. Wade, Major of Brigade. 


No. 6.— Major-General Sir R. Sale to Captain Grant. 

Camp in the Valley near Tezeen, October 23, 1841. 

SiE, —I beg to acquaint you for the information of 3Iajor-General 
Elphinstbne, C.B., that the force united under my command, consisting 
of the 1st Brigade of Infantry, No. 6 Light Field Btittery, the hlouiititiu 
Train, the corps of Sappers and Miners, a Squadron of the 5tli Light 
Cavalry, and a Rissalah of the Shah’s 2nd Cavalry, marched from Khoord 
Cabool towards Teezeen yesterday morning. Lieutenant Colonel Mon- 
teath, 35th, commanded the advanced guard, Lieutenant-Colonel Denuie, 
13th, the main column, and Captain Oldfield,, 5th Light Cavalry, the 
’fear guard, in each of which troops of the several arms were appointed 
according to the best of my judgement. The force felt its way cau¬ 
tiously through the defiles of the Huft Kotul, occupying with skirmish¬ 
ers tlte hills on either flank, and leaving parties for the protection of our 
baggage and rear on selected points. Nothing was seen of the enemy 
mitil the advance and main body had halted in the Valley of Tezeen. 
From this low ground another vale stretches out towards the south-east, 
and on the sides and summits of the mountains which enclose the latter, 
were posted in every quarter bodies, of the insurgents, whilst another 
portion of their force, consisting of foot, led on by Sirdars on horseback, 
and their mounted followers,' showed a determintion to dispute with us the 
possession of a conical hiK which partly closes the entrance of the 
branching valley, and barrel our approach to Mohamed Uf^al’s fort, a 
large w6rk backed by gardens, which the ’rebels still garrisoned. Ff<^ 



tltiii’«Minenc6 tlie advanced guard under Colonel Monteath drove them 
by a combined att^k, and I then directed the 13th Light Infantry and 
a portion of Captain-Abbott’s battery to advance under' Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dennie, and assault the fort itself. Tlie insurgents, however, 
abandoned it after directing from it a feeble fire. 

I immediately determined to establish in it a dep6t for 'my sick and. 
wounded, and to take it as a point of support for ulterior operations and 
an appui to my camp, to be fixed under its walls, but as the enemy 
continued to occupy in force a nearly circular range of heights, and even 
boldly to skinnish in a lower part of the valley, it became necessary to 
drive them from such segments of the mountain as would, if remaining 
in their hands, have given them the power to command our position, and 
fire upon the troops with advantage at night. This led to a succession 
of skirmishes, which were inaintained with great coolness and spirit by 
several companies of the l.'lth and one of the 35th, aided by the guns of 
Captain Ahlmtt’s battery and the Mountain Train, and supported by the 
cavalry. The combat was prolonged until after dusk, and the ammuhi> 
tiou of one of tin; companies of the 13th having been expended, it was 
compelled temporarily to retire, and a very promising officer, Lieutenant 
Edward King, was killed at its head. A supply of partridges and a 
teftiforceinent were promptly sent up, and the affair ended by the rebels 
being pushed off every part of the steep mountains which we designed to 
retain. The returns will show that our loss has been slight, and I have* 
no doubt .that the enemy suffered severely from the fire of our skirmishers 
and the shot of our batteries. The force bivouacked in position without 
an attempt being made upon our line. Morning showed us the heights 
everywhere deserted by the rebels, and if a negotiation, which they have 
opened in very liumble terms, should not end in their entire submission, 

I purpose to attack their principal fort to-moiTow. 

I regret to have to add, tliough every precaution was adopted for the 
security of’ our line of coininunication, a large interval was created 
between our main body and rear guard, by the circumstance of the latter 
having to await at Khoord Cabool the arrival of carriage from the capital 
for part of the public biiggage. A light armed enemy, well acquainted 
with the country, did not fail to take advantage of this, and 1 fear that 
some ammunition and valuable stores have fallen into tlieir hands. I 
beg to forward the report of Captain Oldfield, detailing every occurrence 
whilst he commanded the rear-guard, also the returns of killed and 
wounded and of ammunition expended. 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale. 

liclurn of tho killed, wounded, and whsing, of the Foice under* the command of 
Major-Oeneral Sir It. H. Sale, in the attach on the enemy'> position in the 
valley of Tezeen, on the ‘llnd October, 1841. 

2nd Company 6th Uattalion Artillery.—1 serjeant, 1 horse wounded. 

Squadron, ath Light Cavalry.— I horse killed; 1 private, wounded. 

Her Majesty’s lath Light Infantry.—1 lieutenant, 3 privates, killed j 1 lieute¬ 
nant, 1 corporal, 7 privates, wounded. * 

Sappers and Miners.—1 private killed; 1 lieutenant, 5 privates, 1 mole, wounded. 
Mountain Train ,-—2 privates, wounded. 

Total.—1 lieutenant, 4 privates, 1 horse, killed ; 2 lieutenants, 1 serjeant, I cor¬ 
poral,' 15 privates, 1 horse, 1 mule, wounded. 



yamt* of Offietra killed and uioundei. 

■Kilted.—Edward King, Her ^ajetty’a 13th Light Infontiy. 

\Vonnded.—Lieutenant Frere, Her Majesty’s IStb Light InfaDtry, slightly; Lieu¬ 
tenant Orr, Sappers and Miners, severely. 

H. Wade, Major of Brigute. 


No. 7.— Major-General Sir R. Sale to Captain Grant. 

Camp, Jugdiduk, October, 28, 1841. 

SiE, —I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of Major- 
General Elphinstone, C.B., that the force under my command reached 
this place to-day ; last night passed over-without the slightest insult to 
our out-posts at Cuttah Sung, but during the morning’s march we des¬ 
cried small parties at a distance on both Hanks, especially near the out¬ 
let of the Puree Durree, which aftm’wards united in a combined attack 
on our rear-guard. Our loss has been small, and the enemy was every¬ 
where baffled and held in check by the fire froi4 our guns and 
skirmishers. Owing, however, to tlie jaded state of our camels, it 
became necessary to destroy a good deal of camp equipage to prevent its 
falling into the rebels’ hands. 

The daily repetition of these attacks has giveti rise to suspicions of tine 
sincerity of the chiefs, in the mind of the Political Assistant, in which 
J[ am compelled to participate, though I shall be happy to find that their 
submission at Tezeen was made in good faith, and that these petty hosti¬ 
lities are the acts of men not under their control. 

I have, &c., 

R. Salk. 


No. 8.— Major-General Sir R. Sale to Captain Grant. 

Camp, Oundamuk,'October 30, 1841. 

SiE.—Yesterday the force under my command was again engaged with 
the insurgents of these mountains, and the affair was the sharpest which 
we have had since penetrating the pass of Khoord Cabool. I experienc¬ 
ed little molestation in my camp at Jugduluk, but observed, towards 
sunset and by moonlight, evident indications of the enemy, which had 
^tacked our rear-guard earlier in the day, being in the act of moving 
** concentrating between my force and 

Sookhab.t Major-General Elphinstone is acquainted with the localities, 
^ forgotten that the only entrance to the valley at Jug- 

duluk, iritjjjj jjjg eastward, is by a long and winding kotnl, overlooked 
and by a lofty range of mountains, partially clothed with 

bushes andl <Jwarf trees. Of these really terrific eminences the rebels 
had, as * “^d anticipated, taken possession, in more considerable numbers 
than we havig opposed to since leaving Tezeen. Holding all the 
salient points jj^g secured by breastworks, they showed a 

determination to uw^y^g ^j^g obstinacy the progress of our 

flanking parties, andv^ endeavour to prevent the debouche of our 
advance and mam column, enable lis to effect this I had to detach 

bompanACs from every corpi. ^ 



aided by the artillery, won their inch by inch up the lofty heights. 
Much, howeverj remained to be done, and the fire of the 'mountaiheers 
from several of the tallest s\»mmitS was unabated, and success was every¬ 
where doubtful, when a single company of the 13th, under Captain Wil¬ 
kinson, was directed to advance up the defile itself. It pressed forward at a 
rapid pace, supported by all the reserves which remained available, and, 
to the surprise of the whole force, found that the enemy had neglected 
to guard the mtiiji outlet. This van guard, therefore, its supports, and 
the guns, were qhickly established on the narrow table-land, from which 
they had it in their jw/wer to take the whole of the defences of the rebels 
in reverse. Our troops commanded the route to Sookhab, and the enemy 
seemed to decline all further opposition. The march was resumed ; but 
as the cumbrous train of bagg.age filed over the mountain, the insurgents, 
again appearing from beyond the most distant ridges, renewed the con¬ 
test with increased numbers, and the most savage fury. Our rear-guard 
made the best dispositions for defence and rescue j but the suddenness of 
the onset caused some confusion, during which, notwithstanding' the 
efforts of the tropps, some baggage and pamp-equipage fell into the 
hands of their (Opponents. Captain Wyndham, of the 35th, was killed 
at this crisis of the affair ; and several brave men of all the corps fell 
or were wounded. Soon, however, by the praiseworthy exertions and 
cool and soldierlike order and example of Captains Backhouse and 
Broadfoot, of the Shah’s service, and Fenwick, of the 13th, confidence 
was restored, the aspect of the affair changed, and the rear-guard extri¬ 
cated from the defile. It continued in the best order to retreat, and 
to repel the enemy, who had followed it up to the point at which the 
loftier bills we-ar away. Our casualties of yesterday and the day before 
amount to 130 ; amongst whom are one officer killed and four wounded. 
This loss will not be considered heavy by those who have seen ‘the 
heights from which the rebels were driven, and are acquainted with the 
habits and character of the mountaineers to whom we were opposed. I 
have to-day marched to this place without any interruption worthy of 
mention. 

From the details of this dispateh the Major-General commanding in 
Affghanistan will be enabled to draw his own inferences as to the actual 
state of our relations* with the refractory Chiefs who were admitted at 
Tezeen into a treaty of reconciliation with the Government against which 
Jhey had rebelled. But it belongs more peculiarljk to my vocation in the 
neld, now that there is a prospect of brief repose in the vicinity of this 
cantonment, to report with much satisfaction the cheerfulnfess, steadiness, 
and perseverance with which tlie troops have performed every duty 
reqtiired of them : since leaving Cabool they have been kept constantly 
on the alert by attacks by night and day ; from the time of their arrival 
at Tezeen they have invariably, bivouacked, and the safety of om: 
positions has only been secured by unremitting labour, and throwing up 
intrenchments, and vei^ severe outpost duty ; whilst each succeeding 
morning* has brought its affair, with a bolS agid active enemy, eminently 
skilful in the species of warfare to which their attempts have been 
confined, and armed with jezails, which Ifave enabled them to annoy us at 
a range at which they could only be reached by our . artillery. Though 
]tv titA rvP mv tjrmiTif? Vsi wititi 0 Rs thcsc confljcts from 

D 2 
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4 doolie, I liiust boar my unequivocal testimony to the gallantry erf officers 
and men, on every occasion of contact with the enemy, and especially in 
scaling the tremendous heights above Jugduluk. I inclose a casualty 
return. 

1 beg to express my sense of the highly able assistance which I have 
received in all our attacks and skirmishes, and throughout the operations, 
from Lieut.-Colonels Dennie ai»d Monteath, C. B. 1 leave been much 
pleased with the address and ablc> management of Captain Abbott, of the 
Artillery, who has twice conimanJod the advanced guayd ; aud the exer¬ 
tions of Cajitaiu Wade, my Brigade-Major, and of Cajitain Havelock, 
Persian Interj)reter to General Mlphinstoiie, (leraporarily attached to mo,) 
in conveying my orders from point to point, and aiding in the dispo¬ 
sitions, deserve my warmest coinmeudations. 

I have, &e., 

R. Svij:. 

JRehirn of tiilleiU votnideil, and unsshiy, of the Force mider ihe. command of STajor- 

General Sir livberl Sate, on the adcicnn; to, and stunning of, the Fuss of 

Jugduluk, on the 2Slh atid 29lh of October, 18tl. 

2nd Company fith Battalion Artillery —1 private killed; 5 privates, 2 horses, 
wounded. 

5tli Begiment Light Cavalry Squadron.—2 horses killed ; 1 private, 2 horses, 
wounded. 

Her Majesty’s I3th Light Infantry.—4 privates killed ; 3 lieutenants, 30 privates, 
wounded. 

35th Begiment Native Infantry.— 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 2 soohadars, 1 jemadar,' 
1 corporal, 12 privates, killed ; 1 lieutenant, 1 jemadar, 4 serjeauts, 1 curpoi-al, 25 
privates, wounded. 

Sappers and Miners.—1 serjeant, (l privates, killed ; 1 sm.hadar, I jemadar, 4 
Serjeants, 1 corporal, 13 privates, wounded. 

2nd Begiment Shah Sooja's t’avalry.—1 horse wounded. 

, q^tal.—1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 2 soobadars, 1 jemadar, 1 serjeant, 1 corjioral, 23 
privates, 2 horses, killed ; 4 lieutenants. 1 soobadar, 2 jemadars, 8 serjeants, 2 
corporals, 74 privates, 5 horses, wounded. 

Names of Oncers killed and wounded. 

Killed,—Captain Wyndliam, 35th Begiment Native Infantry. 

Wounded.—Lieutenant Jennings, 13th l.ight Infantry, severely ; Lieutenant Hol¬ 
combe, 13th Light Infantry, severely ; Lieutenant Battray, 13th Light Infantry, 
severely ; Lieutenant Coombe, 35th Native Infantry, severely. 

No. 9 .—Captain Paton to Major-General Nott, commandivy at 
^ Ca.ndahar. , 

Cahool^fNovember % 1841. 

Sir. —I have the honor, by direction of ilHphinstone, 

commanding in AiFghanistan, to request yoa ira' imittTOlatcly direct the 
whole of the troops under orders to return to Hindoostan from Candahar, 
to move upon Chbool, instead of Shikarpore, exe^t'Bii^ that slmll have 
got beyond the Kojjuck Pass, and that instruct the officer wlat 

may command to use the utmost practicafcle eXj^^tipa; you are request¬ 
ed to attach a' troop of his l^^esty the !^'&ff''tTorso Artillery to the 
above force, and likewise half the 1st Regiment of Cavalry. 

I have, &c., 

J. Baton, 

Assistant llnartcrmasfvr- Ccncral. 
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No. 10.— Captain Macheson, Political A<fmt at 'Peshawur, to 
Captain LMwmtce, Asshtant-Governor-GencraVs Agents Ferozv- 
pore, 

• Pe/ihaumr, November 9, 1841. 
Sir. —I have lUe honor to inclose a ccipy of a letter, this instant re¬ 
ceived, from Captain Burn, dated Gundannick, 5th November, and with 
reference to its contents, have to request that you will eomniunicatc with 
the military authorities at Ferozepore, iind urge on tlu'in the necessity of 
liastening, by every means in their power, the dispatch of the brigade, 
warned for the Cabool relief. 

1 doubt the correctness of the report Ciiptain Burn has reiicived, of 
our troops being shut up in the Bala llissar, and y(!t there must be some 
;'aus(; for tl«! absence of all letters from the Envoy ; under any circum- 
f-iances, the state of thei,country, owing to the rebellion among the eastern 
Chilzies, is such as to make it highly desir.ible that the brigade destined 
for Aftghanistau should arrive here as expeilitiousiy as j)ossii)Ic, consistent 
witii a duo regard to preserving its efficiency for work Vhen it does 
arrive. 

1 have, ike. 

F. JlACRESOiy. 


No. 11.— Mi/Jor Gcf,:'! ,/ Sir linbert. Sale to Captain 3farkesonJ 

Comp, FuUeabad, November 11, 1841. 

Sir,—III tiic coiii-.-f oi' my operations against tlie Eastern Ghilzics, 
undertaken ie |iursunnc,e of instructions from Major-General Elphinstone, 
1 reached Gundaimiek oti the ;!0th ultimo, and whilst there, was made 
aware of the erilical posiliiin ni which the force of Cabool is placed, by 
the occupation ofthccift cud ol'the heights around it by bodie.s of in¬ 
surgents, wiio have ctipinro,;. it is said, one magazine, and seem to have 
it in their ]>ow(t, how ,U the api>roiich of winter, to cut off |very supply 
from the troops in tlie Bala I ii'^sar and intrenched cantonment. I was 
unable as tiiey and i had desired to march to their relief, partly in 
conseipieuce of the desertion, in great numbers, of the owners of our 
hired parriage with theii- animals, and partly from our want of ammuni¬ 
tion, iialf c# our supply havitig been expendetl in our numerous affairs 
with the enemy, .iellaiabacl being at the same time menaced on tlie 
vide of Lnghman. 1 have determined to secure that important point by 
hilling hack upon it, aucympe to reach it to-morrow. The Commissariat 
OiliciT will probably commuiiicate^th you on the subject of any want 
hi' may have in that department ; and I have now urgently to request 
the favor of your e-xerting your influence'with the Sikh authorities, at 
I’i 'sliuwur, to obtain .for me, without delay, 200,000 rounds of musket 
ammunition, or if that amount be not in readiness in their arsenal made 
uj) into cartridges, the material complete fot; the same. 

I Imve, &c. 

‘ R. SALE, 

Commanding Field Force. 



No. 12 .—Captain J. Patori, Axuittanf Quarter-Master General, 
to Major-General Sir R. Sale. 

Cabool, Nimemher 9, 1841. 

Sib, —I have the honor, by direction of Major-General Elphinstone, 
commanding in Afghanistan, to acquaint you that th«*condition of the 
force here is at present unfortunately such ns to compel him to request 
you will mfirch tlie troops under your command to its assistance imme¬ 
diately on receqrt of tliis, at all risks, and with the utmost possible 
expedition. 

I liave, &c. 

.1. Pa TON. 

No. 13.— Major-General Sir R. Sale to Captain Paton. 

. JellaiabM, November 15, 184T. 

Sir, —1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th 
instant, reqmiriug the force under my command to move again upon 
Cabool. In reply I beg to represent that the whole of my camp eqilipage 
has been destroyed ; that the wounded and sick have inc#feased to up¬ 
wards of 300, that there is no longer a single depot of provisions on the 
route ; and that the carriage of the force is not sufficient to bring on one 
day’s rations with it. I have at the same time positive information that 
the whole coimtry is in arms, and ready to oppose us in the defiles 
between this city and Cabool, whilst my ammunition is insufficient for 
more than two such contests, as I should assuredly have to sustain for six 
days at least. With my present means I could not force the pas.so8 of 
either Jugdulluk or Khoord Cabool, and even if the debris of my brigade 
did reach Cabool, I am given to understand that I should find the troops 
now garrisoning it without the means of subsistence. Under these cir¬ 
cumstances, a regard for the honor and interests of our Government 
compels me to adhere to my plan already formed of putting this place 
into a stat^qf defence, and holding it if possible, until the Cabool force 
falls back upon me, or succour# arrive from Peshawffr or India. 

' Yesterday this city was invested by the enemy, amounting at the least 
to the lowest calculation to five thousand men, which had kept up a 
heavy lire on the defective walls for upwards of twenty-four hours, by 
which we suffered much. .1 directed Lieut.-Colonel Moriteath, at the 
head of 700 bayonets, and tHi cavalry to sally forthwith and make a 
general attack. The enemy were totally routed at every point; but I 
must of course expect successive investments.* and to have to make 
unremittihg efforts for our defence. 

I have, &c. 

R. Sale. 

No. 14 .—Major General Sir R. Sale commanding Field Force, 
to 3Iajor Cfaigie, Acting Adjutant-General. 

^ JeUalabad, November 13, 1841. 

Sir, —Be pleased to acquaint thd Commandcr-in-Chieii that whilst 
the force at Cabool is by the last account surrounded by enemies, we are 
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now closely invested Uere by the hostile Oolbos from every side. Two 
regiments, and the corps of Sappers, do not more than suffice to man 
these extensive walls, and great efforts are demanded of us. We need 
succours in every way ; troops, treasure, provisions, and ammunition 
now, and a siege train to enable us to retrieve things, by active 
operations, on the conclusion of the winter. In an ahair with the rebels 
yesterday, our cavalry made a gallaiit charge, and the enerny left 150 
dead on the field. 

I have, &c., 

Robeht Sale. 


No. 15.— Major-General Sir R. Sale to Major Craiyie. 

. * Head Quarters^ JeUalabad, November 18 , 1841 ., 

Sib, —The troops under my command reached tliis city on the 12th 
instant. 

My line of march on the 11th was no otherwise interrupted than by 
the attacks of bodies of plunderers on the baggage, who received signal 
punishment from our precautionary parties. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Dennie commanded the rear guard ; he retired 
slowly before the enemy, repelling him by skirmishes and cannon as long 
as the ground continue abrupt and rugged, but on approaching the 
plains, he commenced to manceuvre with the view of drawing them into 
an action on the level. Their boldness favoured his stratagem, and fore¬ 
seeing this result, I had dispatched the Rissalah of Shah’s horse to 
reinforce him. At length the desired moment arrived, and the Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel directed Captain Oldfield, of the 5th Cavalry, and 
Lieutenant Mayue, of the Shah’s 2nd, to make a combined cliarge against 
the Ooloosc ; this was executed with great, rapidity and resolution, and 
in very compact order, and in a few minutes upwards of 100 Aftghan 
matchlock men were sabred and shot, and the rest driven in irremediable 
confusion to the heights. It was ascertained on the spot, that the 
Ooloose liad left in the course of the whole affair 150 dead on the field, 
and the proportion of their wounded must have been heavy. After this 
salutary lesson, their efforts to annoy our columns on their route up to 
the walls of this place were cautious and feeble. The defences of 
JeUalabad consist of a/mud enceinte, of upwards of 2000 .yards, of weak 
curtains, mid round towers, wliich have a narrow rampart, but insufficient 
parapet. On the northern face t|e profile is less bold than elsewhere, ■ 
and there was excellent cover for an enemy within pistol shot- On tlu; 
evening of the 12th, our infantry occupied the gates, and the ill- 
constructed citadel, whilst the artillery and cavalry were dispersed in the 
enclosures adjacent to the residences of the King, and Envoy and 
Minister, without the,walls. 

On the morning of the 13th, more regular occupation was taken of the 
place. Troops were posted on tlie whole pf.its Bastions, the two infantry 
corps were*estabUshed in the citadel, the artillery in an open space in 
front of it, and the cavalry in the Shah’s garden. About 250 of the 
Khyberees had remained' steady to their allegiance ; the Jemilchees were 
emulating the regular battalions in /.e.'il and oourfige, and nni-cmitting 
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eftbrts were made by plying our introBching tools Imd the substitution. of 
camel saddles for saBdbags, to put the town into a state of decent 
defence ; in* the meantime a great force had assembled under the walls to 
the soutWard and-westward, whilst other masses came down from tlm 
<Urection of Lughman, crossed the river, and invested us closely to the 
northw^, detaching parties to set fire to the cantonment,, raised at so 
great an expense in 1840. It had been in part burnt down the night 
before, and was now involved in a general conflagration ; the enemy, 
masked-by trees and old buildings, kept up an incessant fire of musquetry 
against the walls at a very short range for upwards of twenty-four liours, 
by which our men sustained some loss behind their growing defences, and 
as it was desirable to diminish the consumption of provisions wiltmi tiie , 
city, I adopted the measure, first, of telling the women and children to 
withdraw, next, of e.xcluding all strangers an^ suspicious persons, and 
finally, of getting rid, as far as it was practicable, of the whole male 
population, excepting the shopkee]>ers whose stay was valuable to us. 

On the morning of Sunday the 14th, I determined to attempt to dis¬ 
lodge the enemy from a part of their position. I placed for this purpose 
a force consisting of 300. men of the 13th, 300 of the 3;5th, 100 sap¬ 
pers, three guns of Captain Abbott’s battery, the whole of the cavalry, 
and 200 Khyberees, at the disposal of Lieutenant-Colonel Monteatli, 
B., and directed him to sally from the to^vn, and assail tliat part of the 
miemy’s line from which I was most desirous of exj)elling them. I beg 
to forward the report of the verj- gallant aflair which followed, and which 
I had the satisfaction of witnessing from the walls. This spirited attack 
upon not fewer than 5000 men, has wholly broken up the enemy's invest¬ 
ment, and we luive from that hour scarcely seen an armed A%hau in 
our neighbourhood ; we have availed ourselves of this pause to put the 
walls into a state of defence, which will, I trust, enable us to defy the 
efforts of any Asiatic force unaided by siege artillery, and are using every 
exertion to store our magsizines with grain from the adjacent villages. I 
inclose reports from Lieutenant-Colonel Dennie.aud Captain Oldfield, 
and casualty returns from the 11 th to the 14tli instant, inclusive. 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale. 

No. 16.— TJenteuant-Colond Dmnic to Coptnin Wade, Major- of 

Bripude. 

JcUaluhad, November lA, 1841 . 

SiB,—As (Nommanding the rear guard ou the 12th instant, I have the 
honor to report for the Mtijor-Generars infonnatiou, that previously to 
the troops leaving their bivouac a sharp fire was opened upon the loading 
baggage from the hills, on our right, which afterwards was taken uj) along 
our rear. The piquets at cither point kept the enemy for some time in 
check, but as his numbers ^aud confidence increased, I deemed it ad- 
^'isal)le to reinforce them ; Captain Oldfield with his troop also pushed 
those who had descended into the plain, hack to the highest covered by 
by our skirmishers (under Lieutenant Wade 13th, and Ensign Norton 
ootli) exteuded across the valley, and crowning the hills ; the baggiige 
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safely debouched through the g»rge in which the village is situated, and 
in about an hour afterwards I gradually retired in the sajue order. On 
clearing its narrow outlet at the otSIr extremity, the enemy again jiressed 
upon us and were very numerous, completely enveloping our flanks and 
rear. As the country, however, soon open^ in our front, as the troops 
were perfectly steady and could lie fully relied upon, and as I was de¬ 
sirous to disengage them from the broken and close ground, and tlie fire 
of the villa^ and that of a large fort, I continued to retire and permit¬ 
ted the conlident pursuit of the Ooloose until I had drawn them to the 
point which I had fixed upon in my mind. Here whilst the squadron of 
the 5th Light Cavalry, under Captain Oldfield, was drawn up in line, 
1 was joined by a Rissalaii of Anderson’s horse under Lieutenant Mayne, 
sent back by the Major-General, who had witnessed the heavy firing, and 
judged that the ground was favourable to the movements of cavalry. 1 
now directed a combined charge, which was instantaneous and over- 
jiowering: bringing their right shoulders forward, they swept the plain 
and bore down all opposition ; not fewer than one hundred fell und('.- 
their sabres, and the wounded were in proportion. The <|i|alry was ably 
supported by Cajitain Broadfoot with his detachment of sappers, who 
curried all before tiiem to the right, and cleared the lulls which had been 
covered by our assailants. The route was now general and complete. 
After tlie halt, necessary for the retiall of the cavalry and refimming my 
party, 1 resumed my march, which, for at least ten miles, was not inter¬ 
rupted by a shot. On the road then becoming difficult and contracted, 
a body of the enemy, encouraged by some Jan-Baxes, who liad deserted 
at Gundamuk, again made their appearance, but they preserved a distance 
at which their fire was harmless. On extricating the column from this 
ground, I once more awaited their approacli, but, instructed bj' the re¬ 
cent lesson, (hey could not be induced to cross the ravines, and from 
thence, until we marched into Jellalabad, we saw no more of an enemy. 

Tliough the conduct of every officer and soldier in this affiiir was ex¬ 
cellent, I must be permitted particularly to remark the gallant manner 
in which Captain Oldfield led the chiirge of cavalry, in which he was 
emulated by Lieutenant Mayne at the head of his Rissalab, and Lieutenant 
Plowdcn in command of a troop of the 5th Cavalry ; Captain Broad- 
foot’s support of them was most soldier-like and intrepid. The services 
of Captain Backhouse in command of the artillery wqre very valuable 
to me,- and I have to thank Captain Seaton, 35th, senior officer of the 
infantry, for his able assistance. 

. I have, &c., 

W. H. Djennie. 

Heturn vf hiHed, wounded, and missing, of the force under the command of Major- 
General Sir Itobert Sale, from the lU/i to the (4(A of November, 1841. 

Squadron 5th Light Cavalry.—1 camp follower, 1 horse, killed ; 5 privates, 1 syce, 
7 horses, wounded i 1 horse missing. 

Rissalah 3nd Regiment Cavalry. S. S. F.—7 sepoys, It horses, killed ; 1 duffador, 
10 privates, 4 horses, wounded. 

Sappers and Miners —1 naick, 1 sepoy, killed ; I serjeant, wouflded. 

Her Majesty’s 13th light Infantry.—11 privates, wounded. 

45th Regiment Native Infantry.—1 sepoy killed; 6 privates, 2 camp followers, 
Wounded. 

E 
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Detaebment Jezzailclice R«^iment.^l haTiidar, ll naick'S, 19 sepoys, 1 camp fui- 
lower, killed; I captain, 1 jemadar, 12 sepoys, Tounded i 1 havildar, 8 sepoys, 
'missing. ^ 

Total.—1 havildar, 3 naicks, 28 sepoys, 2 camp followers, 12 horse killed; I 
captain, 1 jemadar, 3 staff serjeants, 1 duffadar, 44 privates, 1 syce, 2 camp follow' 
ers. 11 horses, wounded ; I havildar, 8 sepoys, 1 horse, missing. 

Grand Total.—33 men, 12 horses, kille,di 53 men, II horses, wounded ; 9 sepoys, 
1 horse, missing. 

Names of Officers wounded. 

Jezzailchee Regiment.—Captain Gerrard, 2od in command. 

H. Wade, Captain, Major of Brigade. 


No. 17.— Lieutenanf-Colonel Monteath to Captain Wade. 

Jellalabad, November 14 , 1841 . 

Sia,—Having been entrusted with the command of the troop.s named 
in the margin*, by Major-Gentiral Sir R. Sale, K.C.B., for the purpose 
of making a sortie to dislodge the enemy from the several positions of 
investment ttHfen up by them around Jellalabad, 1 have now the honor 
of addressing you to report, for the Major-General’s information,* the 
arrangements made by me towards the fulfilment of his views. 

Having made a reconnoissauce of the enemy’s posts, as well as the 
sharp fire upon the ramparts would admit, I determined, as a preliminary 
measure, to carry the walled garden immediately in front of the southern 
gate, tlie walled enclosure and mosque to the south-west of that gate, 
from whence the flank of the sallying ’column could be assailed in its 
advance, and the garden immediately iii front of the Cabool gate. 

The first of these posts was taken by a party of one hundred men of 
the Khyber corps, under Lieutenant Hillersden ; the second, by a party of 
fifty men, of Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, under Lieutenant Cox ; 
and the third, by a similar party of Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, 
under Captain Fenwick. 

Having seen the troops established in these three posts, a sortie was 
immediately made with the remainder of the force from the soutliern gate, 
for the purpose of storming the heights in front of that face of the town 
on which the enemy had collected in masses, and which seemed to be 
considered the head quarters, from their standard having been planted 
there, but on the ap})roac.h of the column of infantry and guns, tliey 
immediately fled from them with the utmost pn.'cipitancy. 

Captain Oldfield, commanding the cavalry stationed in the Shah Bhag, 
at the south-east angle of the town, had received my instructions that 
as soon as he saw the iuianiry debouche upon the plain, he was to move 
forward as expeilitiously as possible, gain the rear of the heights, there 
form line out of reach of the enemy’s fire, and remain prepared to charge 
them upon their being driven down by the inlantry. 

In order that he might not he impeded by tire behind the walls during 
his advance, a party of one hundred of the Khyber corps, under Captain 
Bruce, was placed under, his command, to enable him to dislodge any 
email parties of the enemy.so posted. Circumstances, however, occurred 

* 3*i0 Her Majcitj’s I3th Infontry ■ 300, 35tli Hegiment; 100 Sappers end 

Miiurs ; 200 Kliyber corps \ 3 guns, Abboll's'uatuUon : I Squadron 5 lh Light iiitanlr}^ ; 
1 Kissulah Audersou'ti Horse ; a duftadar and 12 men, SKinner’s Horse. 
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which completely prevented Captain Oldfield from acting in the manner 
prescribed by me, and which, in the end, proved of no consequence 
whatsoever. A report of the occurrences which took place in that officer’s 
quarter is herewith inclosed. 

Having occupied the heights from which the enemy had fled, by one 
hundred men of Her Majesty’s 13th Liglit Infantry, and the same number 
of the 35th Regiment, and placed the cavalry with one nine-pouuder gun 
under Captain Backhouse, commanding the Mountain Train (but who 
was present as a volunteer), on the plain at a short distance in the front 
to watch the movements of the enemy, who, both horse and foot, had 
again collected on a distant height, I moved the rest of the troops and 
guns round to the right, for the purpose of driving the remainder of the 
enemy from the wcstei'n and northern faces of the town, and, on a well- 
directed fire being ojtenod by Lieutenant Dawes from tire guns on one of 
their positions, tliey broke in every quarter, and fled vritli tlie greatest 
consternation, when I am given to understand the Jczzailcliees stationed 
on the northern face, sallied in a very gallant manner, and cut up a 
number of them. 

On seeing the hopeless state of affairs in every direction, the chiefs 
with about tliree hundred of the Jan-Baz who had deserted our cause 
at Guudamuk, descended from the height on which they liad in the first 
instance rallied, .and made off in the direction of Cabool; but having 
come within range of Captain Backhouse’s gun, that officer bad the 
opportunity afforded him of firing some admirably directed round shot 
amongst them, whicli seemed to create an instant feeling to remove 
themselves as speedily, and as far from our vicinity as possible. 

Having now detailed the operations of the day, it is a most gratifying 
reflection to think how much has been gained at so trifling a loss to 
ourselves, and so considerable a one to the enemy, 5,000 of whom 
must have been present on the oceasion. 

As after sallying from the town, 1 liad the opportunity of witness¬ 
ing the conduct of the cavalry, I have no hesitation in saying tliey 
acquitted themselves entirely to my satisfaction. My thanks are 
therefore justly due to them, and to that gallant and meritorious 
officer. Captain Oldfield, for the able manner in which he extricated 
himself from a very crilieal situation, in tlic first instance, and for 
the brilliant manner in which he afterwards led his men to the charge, 
placing himself in that situation that he was attacked by two Afl'ghan 
horsemen at the same moment, against whom he had to defend him¬ 
self until they were sabred by two of his men. 

Lieutenant Mayne, commanding tlie Rissalah of Anderson’s Horse, 
than whom I know not a more gallant and zealous officer, has also 
well deserved my thanks for his conspicuous conduct, and that of Lieute¬ 
nant Plowden, 5th Light Cavalry, has been mentioned to me by his com¬ 
manding officer, Captain Oldfield, in terms of the highest commendation. 

In regard to the remainder of the troops, viz., the Artillery, Her 
Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, 35th Regipient,' Sappers and Miners, 
Shah- Shboja’s force, and detacliment Kliyber corps, under Lieu¬ 
tenant Hillersden, nothing could exceed the gallant spirit manifested by 
them ; and I have to return my thanks to Captain Havelock, Her 
Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, who volunteered to accompany m(! as staff' 
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for the very ready and zealous asMetance lie was always prepared to 
render me ; to Captain Backliouse, who volunteered to take charge of a 
nine-pounder, left with the Cavalry ; Lieutenant Dawes, commanding 
the Artillery with the detachment; to Captain Fenwick, Her Ma,jesty’8 
13th Light Infantry, who took the walled inclosure and mosqrtc : Lieute¬ 
nant Cox, who took possession of the garden in front of the Cabool 
gates, and Lieutenant Hillersden, who took possession of the walled 
garden in front of the southern gate. 

Herewith I beg to inclose a return of the killed and wounded. 

1 have, &e., 

T. M 0 NTT.ATH. 

No. 18.— Captain OUlfield to Lieutena;nt-Colonel Monteafh. 

Camp, Jellalahad, November 14 , 1811 . 

SiK,—I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders, I formed 
the cavalry at mid-day of 14th instant, consisting of 1st Squadron 5th 
Cavalry, and part of 3rd Squadron of Shah’s 2nd Cavalry, under the fort 
wall of this town and facing to the east reiidy for sally. 

As the Khj'berees would not act in our front, I was compelled to give 
up the line of march pointed out, particularly after the occupation by the 
enemy of the mission grounds and house. The fire on us wjus very heavy 
from our front and right ; to check this, I order«Kl Lieutenant Plowden 
to the front with the skirmishers, and sounded the charge ; this fright¬ 
ened the enemy, who soon disapyjeart^d from the points above-mentioned. 
Lieutenant Plowden led the skirmishers gallantly, and rendered uk; most 
essential service. 

As I advanced, I directed Lieutenant Mayne to clear the ground 
from left to right, and join me at South Mission Gate: here wc were 
again exposed to a heavy fire, but a' charge drove the enemy away, 
and we soon were in the midst of their Foot, whom we cut up right and 
left. 

Tlie enemy’s horse being-in force on my right towards the southern 
gate of the town, 1 Imlted to form my troops ; the Janbaz fincying they' 
had an easy prey actually charged me, and two of their number were 
killed in my ranks ; tliis was tlieir last effort. 1 dashed .at and diwe 
them to the hills, then withdrew out of shot covered by skirmishers, iind 
formed in parade order ready for work, but the enemy had had enough. 

I deem it but justice to mention, that the moment I advanced the 
Khyberees supported me. 

The whole of the troops' under my command behaved most gal¬ 
lantly, and I received the greatest assistance from Lieutenants Mayne 
and Plowden, and Subadar Sheik Mykhan of the 2nd Troop, 5th 
Light Cavalry. 

I have, &c., 

C, Ol-DFIELD. 

Heturn of hilled, wounded, and missing, in the satlg made on ihe enemy's position, on the 

\ilh November, 18-11. 

Artillery, Abbott’s Battery—None Uilied or wounded. 1st Squadron 5th Light 
Cavalry— 1 naick, 1 rank and file, 1 horse wounded. 
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RicsaUh Anderson.'^ Iloree, 4 iiors« killed s 1 oaick, 3 rftnk a)id file, lu bor»«>:. 
\fobnded. . 

J*)etaclinicnt OT Skinner’s Horse—None killed or vonnded. 

Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry—3 rank and file, wounded. 

Both Regiment Nstire Infantry—None killed or wounded. 

Sappers and Miners, S.-48. R.—None killed or wounded. 

Detachment Khyberecs—None killed or wounded. 

Total—4 horses, killed ; 2 naiks, 7 rank and file, 11 horses, wounded. 

T. Monteath, Lieutenant Colonel, 

commanding the saligmg partg. 


No. 19 .—Sir W. 11. Maaiaghten to Captain Macgregnr. 

Cahool, November 18 , 1841 . 

SiK,—I have received your letters of the 13th instant. The cossid 
gave us an account of your action of the 14th instant, which, if lie. 
speaks truth, mu.st have been a very successful one ; we are in statu quo. 
Our chief want is supplies. I perceive now, tliat you could not well have 
joined us. 1 hope you have written to Mackeson, asking .aid from the 
Hikhs under the treaty. If there is any dilHculty about the Siklis getting 
through the pass, Mackeson should otfer a bribe to the Khybers, of a lac 
of riipc>es or more, to insure their safe passage. These are not times to 
stick at trifles. The (lorkha regiment has been annihilated, but Pottinger 
and llaugbton are here ; the latter has lost his . hand. I believe I told 
you that Paton lost his arm in the action we liad near caiitonmeuts the 
other day. It is raining here, and the water is very cold,, but I am not 
sure that tliis is not as bad for tbe enemy as for ourselves. I do not hear 
anything from Ghuzni or Caudahar ; but I should not wonder if they 
are in the same mess as ourselves ; we must look for supplies chiefly 
from Peshawur. Write to Mackeson continually ; tell him to urge 
Government to send as many troops into this country, and as speedily as 
possible. John Conolly is in the “ Bala Hissar” with his Majesty, who, 
as you may imagine, is in sad taking about all this “ fussad.’’ 1 am 
making no progress in my negotiations with the rebels. 

Your’s, &c., 

W. II. Mai NAGiiTEy. 


No. 20.— Major-Gemrul Sir R. Sale to Mtyor Craigie. 

JeUedahad, November 24 , 1841 . 

Sin,—The conimuuication being on all sides interrupted, I am com¬ 
pelled to write in the most condens^ form. Lest previous letters should 
have been intercepted, I would ask of you now to acquaint the Com ■ 
mander-in-Chief that the substance of our intelligence from Cahool is, 
that a sudden and saugiiiiiary insurrection broke out there on the 2nd of 
November. Armed bodies attacked Simultaneously the houses of all the 
British residents in the city. Sir A. Bumes^his brother, and Li(!uteuant 
Broadfoot, were murdered. Brigadier Anquetil, Captains Johnson and 
Troup, were fortunately at the moment in the cantonment. Captain 
Skinner has been secreted ; Captain Mackenzie, S. S. F., cut his way 
through the assailants (wounded). The insurgents proceeded to establish 



themselves on the hills around the city ; awd, making ap unexpected 
attack on our commissariat magazine, carried and plundered it, There 
was a simultaneous rising in the Kohistan : the S^h’s Goorklia battdion^ 
and his regiment of Kohistanees, were both defeated, and every officer 
ptit to the sword, excepting Major Pottinger and Bieutenant Haughton : 
the latter- lias lost one hand. Our troops at Cabool maintained them¬ 
selves on the two points of the Bala Ilissar and the entrenched canton¬ 
ment. They rejielled several attacks on the latter, and made a brilliant 
sally on the .5th. Actions were fought with varied success up to the 
10th, on which day the British attacked, and cairied with great slaughter, 
several forts, and obtained very considerable supplies of provisions. 
The enemy assailed the cantonment on the 1.3th, but were repulsed with 
great loss, and two gnns, which had been captured from the Wuzeer, 
were retaken. Since that time it would appear that there has been no 
engagement, but the investment continues, and the, numbers- of the enemy 
daily increa.se. All tribes iire united against the Shah. The insurgents 
have proclaimed Mahomed Zeman Khan Barukzye, King ; .lubber Khan, 
Wuzeer ; and Abdoollah Klian Alchukzye, the assassin of Sir A. Burnes, 
Surdari-Surdarau. The earlier part of these events and transactions 
became known to me on the night of the lOtli instant, at Gundamuck ; 
and 1 was urgt!d by General Elphinstone to advance to the succour of 
the capital, if I could place my sick and wounded in security. This 
was impossible ; my aminunitiou also was insufficient fof the opera¬ 
tion ; we had no supplies ; and our carriage cattle were daily 
diminishing in number. I determined, therefore, to ridirc on Jella- 
labad. On the 11th the Jau-Bazees went over to the encTny, and 
they have since been followed by the Khyberee corps. 1 reaidied this 
place on the 12tli, aftiir a successful rear-guard .atfiiir, in which my 
cavalry charged, and the enemy left 150 dead on the held. Five thousand 
men invested this place on the 13th ; on the I4th 1 ordered a sally and 
general attack with part of my garrison. Tlie enemy were totally routed, 
and I have since scarcely seen an armed Attghan around us, tlirough a 
force is known to have assembled within a few miles. Incessant labor 
has put this place into a respectable state of defence. Eleven guns and 
live mortars are mounted on the works, whhdi have now a widened r.am- 
part and growing parapet of three feet. Meanwhile the Kliyher is in, 
a state of insurrection. Ali Musjid has been besieged ; Captain Ferris’ 
corps at Pesli Boluk was attacked, and it is believed that he only 
escaped with his people by concluding a convention with the assailants 
aiid retiring to Peshawur. We have, however, no certain information 
regarding liinh I forward copy of General Elphinstone’s last communi¬ 
cation, written in French, in consequence of its being known that tlie 
enemy have employed two young men, instructed in Engllsli in Delhi 
or Loodianah, to read our intercepted dispatches. I am happy to 
jierceive that the General approves of my measures. Captain Mac- 
gregor and I have written to Captain Maekeson to send up through 
the Khyber to us, ammunition, treasure, and provisions, and to call 
upon the Sikh Government to aid u.s, according to treaty with 5,000 
troops. I can, in every event, I trust, maintain himself here for thirty 
days, and await reinforcement froip India ; and I should hope that 
Major-General Elpliinstone will be enabled to retain possession of all thfi 
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holds at Cabool. His Excellency will not fail to perceive from the al)ove 
detail that, all measures of reinforcement and succour ought, at this cri¬ 
sis, to be prompt and energetic. 

I have, &c. 

It. Sale. • 

Copy of a letter, from Major-Gmeral Elphimtom to the Address 

of Sir R. Sale. 

Cabool, November 18, 1841. 

Mon CHER Sale, —J’ai reiju votre lettre du 1.5mo. Jc pcnse (pie 
vous avez tres bien fait is vous envoi de.s renforts de la place de Pe¬ 
shawar, et (pxc vous vous trouvez dans la situation de nous aider, ne man- 
quez pas de le fairc ; nous sommes dans en peril extreme. 


No. 21.— Captain Lawrence, Assistant Ayvnt to the Governor-Gene¬ 
ral, Ferozepore, to Colonel Wild, commnndiny at Ferozepore. 

November 14, 1841. 

Sib, —I have tlie honor to request, with reference to tlie dispatch 
from Lieutenant Maekc.son, which 1 showed you tliis morning, tliat tlie 
troops, now under oi-dcrs for Cabool, .should start with the least possible 
delay. 

I would also suggest that the COth Regiment, now in orders for Suk- 
kur, and any other infantry regiment you may think proper, as well as 
the lOlli t'av.alry, should be held in immediate readiness fora move to¬ 
wards Affghanistan, as soon as instructions can arrive from Mr. Clerk, 
Agent (lovernor-tieneral, which will be the 19th instant, so that they 
could, without any diHiciilty, overtake the Kaiila at the Ravee. 

1 would further offer my oiiinion that the commanding officer should 
not be hampered witli any extra stores by the (duirgc of ladies ; but have 
under his care simply the treasure and such magazine stores as are decinwl 
absolutely necessary for supplying the immediate wants of our troops in 
Affghanistan. 

I’erhiqis you will agree with me that the better plan will be only to 
warn the officers of the irops above alluded to, that they may be required 
to move, it being desirable to give as little room as possible for reports. 
In this view, 1 should not have suggested the ladies remaining behind, 
if their going now did not involve a certain degree of risk to them¬ 
selves, and that they and their establishments must be in the way, 
should the. troops be called on for any rapid movements. 

A copy of Lieutenant IV^ckeson’s letter shall be forwarxled to you 
immediately. 

I have, &c. 

• H. M. Lawrence. 

P. S. Arrangements now in progress at the Ghaut will be completed 
by the 17th instant, and will enable me to cross the whole Kafila in 
one day. 



No. 22.— -Captain Macheson to Mr. Clerk. 

Pethawur, NovcTidier 15, 1841. 

Sm,—I hare the honor to forward for j’our informatidn a letter 
received this afternoon from Major-General Sade commanding field force, 
dated Futteabad^lth November. 

Several days Iraore the receipt of this letter I had dispatched powder, 
&c. to Captain Maegregor sufficient for 100,000 rounds, but I am not 
{lositivo tliat it lias reached him, nor can I be that the quantity I shall 
now send will reach .lellalabad. 

It appears that on General Sale’s brigade leaving Gundamuck that 
jiost was again left to be guarded by Captain Burn’s corps of Afreodccs, 
Captain Dowson’s Janbaz, and 200 of Captain Ferris’ Jezailchoes. The 
whole of the .Janbaz and one-third of Captain Burn’s corps of Afreedess 
deserted and went <ivcr to the enemy, and tlie remainder refused to 
remain at Ginidaninck, Captain Burn was consequently*obliged also to 
retire with the remainder, and joined General Sale’s column at Futteabad. 
He was unable to bring away with him from Gundamuck two of the 
Shah’s guns, that had been left there for his protection, and it is not 
mentioned whether the guns were spiked on leaving them behind. 

There can be no doubt, that if the troops at Cabool do not succeed 
shortly in making the towns people sue tor terms, thq tribes in Nungra- 
har, as well as those towards Calmol, will combine against us ; and the 
force that moves from Ferozepore should consist of two brigades, w'ith 
one, if not two regiments of Europeans ; the brigades should follow each 
other as quickly as possible. 

1 have written to General Avitabile (in French, in ordcT to avoid mak¬ 
ing use of a Persian writer,) and for the information of Koonwur Purtab 
Sing, who is with Rajah Golap Sing, and the Sikh troops in Hazara, an 
outline of the state of affairs at Cabool. I have told them, that (hough 
1 am in no alarm for the safety of our troops, either at Cabool or Jclla- 
labad, still so long as they arc confined to one spot, the present rise 
among the Affghan race will extend every day ; and as the Affghans 
about here have long ago declared that the Sikhs only hold Pe.shawur 
through the jjower of the British Government, it became me, as a well- 
wisher to the two Governments, to draw his attention to the small num¬ 
ber of troops noAv at Peshawar, and to recommend the reinforcing them 
without delay. 

I shall not think of asking for Sikh troops excepting in the last extre¬ 
mity, but the movement of .a large force from Hazara to Peshawur, ac¬ 
companied as they may perhaps be by the Koonwur himself, cannot fail 
to have a good efect. 

I have, &c., 

F. JMackeson 
Political Agent. 

No. 2.1.i— Mr. Clerk to Colonel Rich, comnumding at TA>odiana. 

Novemher 16, 1841. 

Sir, — An express having been received from the Political Agent at 
Ih'sliaAViir. requiring the disp.atch of the brigade warned for the Cabool 
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insurrection at, or near Cabool, I have the honor to request that you •will 
accordingly dispatch, -with the utmost expedition, the ddrd regiment Native 
Infantry, whi(rh had been already warned to proceed to Pesliawur. 

I have, &e., 

Ceokge Clerk, 
A'/ent to the Governor- General. 


No. 21, — Mr, Ckrh (o Ihc OJJkcr vemmamlinej at Ferozeporr. 

November 16, 1841. 

Siii,—An express liaving been receixed from the Political Agent at 
Pesliawur, requiring the dispatclt of tlic brigade for the Cabool relief to 
be liasteried by eviiry moans, in consequence of an alarming insurrection 
at or near Cabool, J have the honor to request that you will dispatch at 
tile same time with the, 64t.h, whieli is preparing to march on the 20th 
instant, or as soon after as possible, the 60fh Hegiiuent, -which laid been' 
warned to proceed to Affgliaiiistan, via Sinde. 

1 liave requested the otticer in command at Loodiana to hasten the 
departure of tlie odrd Native luihntry, which is already warned to pro¬ 
ceed to Cabool. 

1 liave, &c.., 

(.lEoiiOE Clerk. 

Aijent to the Govcrnor-Gencml. 


No. 2,j, — 3fr. Cleric (o Ueneral Sir Jaxprr Akcolk, K, C. B., 
ComiiiuH(ler-iii- (liief. 

Camp, Mijvpoorce, November 17, 1841. 

.Sin,—1 have the honor to annex a copy of the demi-official letter wliioh 
I received ycsterd.ay from the Assistant Agi'ut to the (joxernor General at 
Perozepore, with a copy of Captain Mackeson’s express of the 9th instant, 
of which 1 yesiterday transmitted a copy to your Excellency ; also a copy 
of another letter from Ca])taiu Lawrence to my address, dated the Mth 
instant, forwarding a copy of Ids letter of the same date, to Colonel 
\i'l]d. 

2. Your Excellency will have observed that I have limited the ri'quisi- 
liiins xvhich I hax e presumed to make upon the commanding officers at 
Loodiana and Ferozeiiore, to the three infantry regiments which were al¬ 
ready preparing to march to Aflghanistan. I consider that this is what 
Captain Mackeson means in his urgent request for the dispatch of “ the 
brigade warned for the Caliool relief. ” 1 tlierefore have not followeif up 

the intimation made by Captain Lawi'ciiee to the conimanding otlicer at 
Perozepore, regarding artillery and caxalrv, by requesting that a detach¬ 
ment of either should move forward. Tha{ intimation, however, will 
enable Colonel Wild now to make preparations that will facilitate the exe¬ 
cution of tlie orders lie may receive, should your Excellency see. fit to 
direct that artillery or regular- cavalry, should accompany the 60th or tlie 
oord l{egimcnt.s. 
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3. I trust that you Excellency will approve of my having recom¬ 
mended to Colonel Wild, not only that no women should accompany the 
64th Regiment, but that the eight lacks of rupees which were to have 
been escorted by the regiment to Jellalabad, should await the depar¬ 
ture of the other regiments about to follow, in order that nothing may 
retard the arrival at Peshawar of the first regiment moviiig up. 

4. I had failed in procuring boats to carry the 60th Regiment down 
to Sukkur. Those in which the company of artillery embarked last 
month for Sukkur, have not returned. The remaining bouts arc not 
sufficient, and if they were so, they are so greatly in demand at this 
season for the trade, that the hire, wliich Government would have to 
pay, would be most exorbitant. 

5. A party of fifty horse, appointed at my request by the Lahore 
Government, together with a respectable Sikh officer, who has before given 
satisfaction on similar occasions, has arrived at the Ferozepore ferry, to 
attend upon the 64th Regiment to Peshawur. 

1 have, &c., 

Geokgk Clekk, 
Agent to the (Jovernor- General. 

No. 26.— Mr. Mnddoch, Serretan/ to the Government of India, to 
Mr. Clerk, Agent to the Governor-General. 

Fort Williaiii, November 29, 1841. 

Sir, —The Right Honorable the Governor General in Council has 
directed me to acknowledge the receipt i>f your dispatches, dated 
respectively the 16th and 17th instant, enclosing copies of correspondence 
regarding the dispatch of troops towards Affglianistau, and in reply to 
inform you that his Lordship in Council approves of your proceedings 
therein reported. 

I have, he., 

T. II. Maddock. 

No. 27.—3//-. Clerk to Mr. Maddock. 

Loodimm, Norember 21, 1841. 

Sir, —I have the honor to transmit a letter just niccived from Captain 
Mackeson to your address, dated the 14th instant, with its inclosure 
from Captain Maegregor. 

The 64th Regiment, N. I., crossed the Sutlej on the 17th, the 60th 
yesterday, and the 53rd marched hence on the 19th instant, to cross the 
Sutlej at Ferozepore also. 

Qolonel Wild has dispatched a large supply of ammunition, which will 
be pushed forward under a cavalry escort. 

I have also called upon the Lahore Government to direct General 
Avitabile to supply ammunition on Captain Mackeson’s requisition, and 
I h:ut‘ informed Captain Mivtkeson of my having done so. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Clerk, 

Gorernor- Geiierul's Agent. 
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No. 28 .—Genend Sir Jasper Ntrolls to the Earl of AwMatul. 

■ East of Mynpooree, Novemher 26, 1841. 

My DEAii Lori>, —Although Mr. Clerk will have transmitt.(Hl, by- 
express, all he can collect, regarding Sir Robert Sale and our troops at 
Cabool, I hasten to dispatch copies of three h-tters just received by 
express from Captain Lawrence at Ferozepore. 

They arc anything but agreeable, I am sorry to say. 

What I have iniinediately done, your Lordship will be anxious to 
know, and I hope you wdll approve. 

If the Light Infantry Battalion, according to Captain Lawrence’s 
suggestion, has been sent on with the o3rd, I have desired Major-General 
Boyd to order tlie most efficient native corps at Kurnaul to Ferozepore. 

Though much against such employment of the Light Battalion, it may 
be quite necessary to have four corps to force the Khybcr, if rebellion 
should extend to that formidable pass. 

Il(>r Majesty’s 9th Regiment to continue its march to Fcrozej)ore ; 
(hei-e to await events and orders, and to be ready, if your Lordship 
permits it, to relieve the 1.3th. 

I^icutenant-Coloiiel Wild has been ordered to push on another lac of 
musket ammunition. 

The Commissary of Ordnance at Delhi to send three or four lacs of 
the same to Ferozepore. 

Also 100 rounds a gun for Abbott’s guns, and the Mountain Train. 

There is no want of money at Ferozepore, and no doubt Mr. Clerk 
will supply what Sir Robert requires, with his usual address and skill. 

Provisions may, perhaps, be sent by Captain Mackeson if the Rhyberccs 
are faithful ; but such demands can only be met upon or near the spot. 

I hope the letter from Sir W. Macnaghten, alluded to by Captain 
Lawrence, may reach your Lordship safely, and be more cheering. 

I shall not detain the express to say more. 

Believe me, &c., 

.1. JSIC.OLLS. 


No. 29.—j//-. Clerh to Mr. Maddoeh 

Loodiann, Nocember 22, 1841. 

Sin,—I have the honor to transmit copies of three letters received 
from Captain Mackeson at the s.nne time by I'xpress No. 1, dated the 
loth instant, inclo.sing copy of a letter from Major-General Sale, com¬ 
manding field force, dated Futteabad the 11th instant, and Nos. 2 and 3, 
dated the 16th, inclo.sing two demi-official notes from Captain Maegregor, 
one of which refers to a letter received by him from Sir William 
Macnaghten of the I6th instant, which Captain Maegregor has inadver¬ 
tently omitted to forward to Captain Mackeson. 

2. As reported in my letter of this date, dispatched by the regular 
dark, the 64th Regiment Native Infantry, witli 8 lacs of rupees and 
100,000 rounds of ammunition for Captain Maegregor, crossed the 
Sutlej on the 18th instant, the 60th Native Infantry on the 20th and the 
.ISrd, which marched from Loodiana on the 19th instant, will cross at 
Ferozepore, on the 23rd or 24th instant. 

F 2 
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3. 'VYiili rcgjird to moving up another-brigade witli at least one 
European Regiment, I have requesfed the Major-General commanding 
tliis- division to pre[)are and dispatch such a brigade if he can. Hut I 
doubt whether Her Majesty’s 3rd F<.»o1 is iii ii fit state to march, on 
account of the great sickness that has lately prevailed in that regiment ; 
and as the European Eegiment has so lately retunied from Aflghanistau, 
it will probably be deemed advisable to send Her Majesty’s 9 th Foot 
from Meerut. I shall therefore forward a (!opy of this letter to Sir 
Robert Arbuthnot as well as to IMajor-Geueral Boyd, in order that they 
may be prepared for whatever sek'ctiou may be made by Ilis Excellency 
the Cominauder-in-Chief, whose camp is now approaching Agra, aiid to 
whom a copy of Captain Mackeson’s letter of the Idth instant, with a 
copy of Major-General Sale’s letter of the 11th instant, lias been trans¬ 
mitted by express. 

4. I have called upon Maha Rajah .Shore Sing to cause the immedi¬ 
ate march of his son Koonwur Piirtab Sing on Peshawiir with live thou¬ 
sand of their best troops from the iieiglibouriiig district of Cluich Hazara, 
end to direct the Koonwur to be prejiared to assist Captin Ylaekeson to 
the utmost in sending up anunuuitioii under escorts approved by (hat 
officer to our posts at Ali Musjid and .Jellalabad, and to co-operate in 
any manner that Captain Maekeson may require. 

I have, hi'. 

GnonaF. Cm.BK. 

P. S.—I inclose a copy of a letter from General .Sale to Major t’raigie, 
dated the 13th instant, of which a cojiy has reached me by express, wliile 
the original has gone down to the head-ijuartcrs of the army by express. 


No. 30.— Mr. Clerk lo General Sir Jasper Kieolls. 

Nuvemher 22, 1841. 

Sin,—I have the lionor to transmit to yonr Excellency copies of llireo 
letters received from Cajitaiu Maekeson, under date the l.lth and Kith 
instant, forwarding dispatches fron Major-General Sale, dated the lllh 
and 13th, the former in original to Captain Maekeson, the latter a eo))y 
of a letter addressed to the oHieiatiiig Adjutant-General of the Army, 
together with copies of my letter of this date to the Secretary to the 
Goveniment of India, to Major-General Boyd, commanding the .Sirhiud 
division, to Major-General Sir R. Arbuthnot, coinniandiiig the .Meerut 
division, and to Lieutenant-Colonel Wild, eominanding at Ferozejiore. 

2, I have prepared the Lahori* Government to exjieet the immediate 
march of another brigade across the Pimjaub, and to <-ollect boats for the 
passage of all the rivers. 

3. The Sikh troojis, which I have called ujion the Lahore Governineut 

to dispatch to Peshawur under the command of the Maha Raja’s son, are 
at present engaged in the field in the Hazara country, and can soon reach 
Peshawur. ■ « 

I have, he., 

G. Cl.FItK, 

Aijcnl to the Goi'ernor-Ceneral. 
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No. 31.— Mr: Clerk to Major-Genej'ul Sir R. Arhufhnot, roife- 
snnnding the Bleerut Dirkion. 

Meerut, Norcmher '1% !H4f. 

Sib, —The iutelligonce whieh I do iii 3 -s(df l.ho honor to forward to yon, 
rendering it necessary to move iqj anotlier strong brigade to the relief 
of our troops in Atfgliani.stan as expeditiously as possible,' I would beg 
to Vecommend, in consideration of the severe sickness prevailing in ^ the 
regiments of Europeans at Kurnaul, that Her Majesty’s 9tli Foot should 
march to Kurnaul, where, at all events, it will be required to strengthen 
this frontier, should his Excellency ■ the Commander-in-Chief, to whom 
Major-General Sale’s dispatches have been forwarded by express to 
Agra, select any other regiment to accompany the brigade. 

I have, he., 

Gi CnERK, 

Agent to the Governor-General. 


No. 32.— Mr. Clerk to Major-General Rmjil, commanding the 
Sirhhal Division. 


Kuiiimcl, Novemher 22, 1811. 
Sir, —I have the honor to transmit a copy of a h;ttcr whicli 1 ha^ c this 
day addressed to Lieutenant-Colonel Wild, commanding at Firozepore. 

'rhe intelligiRice from Jellalabad and Peshawur which I inclose, renders 
it necessary to move up another strong brigade to the relief of our troops 
in Aftghanistan as exi)editiously as possible, and as 1 belifive j’ou -hai'e 
not a regiment of Euroiieans in condition to march on account of the 
late severe sickness prevailing at Kurnaul, 1 have recommended Major- 
Genend Sir R. Arbuthnot to dispatidi Her Majesty's 9(h Foot to Kuriiairl, 
where, at all events, it will be required to strengtlien this frontier, shouhi 
his Excellency the Comniandcr-iii-Chiet; to whom Major-General Sale’s 
dispatches have been forwarded by cxiiress to Agra, select any other regi¬ 
ment of Europeans to accompany the brigade. 

I have, &c., 

G. Ci.ERK, 

Agent to the Govert^or- General. 


No. 33.— 3Ir. Clerk to Lieutenant-Colonel JVild, commanding at 

Ferozepore. 


Novemher 1841. 

Sir, —The Politi(;al Agent at Peshawur having transmitted intelligence 
of Major-General Sale’s being hemmed in at .icllidabad, and called for 
another brigade, I have the honor to apprize* you that 1 have requested 
Major-General Boyd, commanding this division, to prepare the brigade 
required. 

1 presume, from the intimation whieh Major-General Boyd informs me 
he has previously made to 3 mu, that the 30lh rcgimf'iit is jirepared lo 
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proceed from Ferozepore, and I would therefore recommend its marching 
with tlic 53rd, or following that regiment as soon as possible. 

I have, &c., 

G. Cl.KRK, 

Agent to the Governor-General. 


No. 34.— 3Ir. Clerk to Ctqdain 3Jaeke.spn. 


November 22, 1841. 


Sir, —In consequence of my receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
the 64th Regiment, Native Infantry, crossed the Sutlej on the 18th in¬ 
stant, the 60ih Regiment, Native Infantry, on the 20th, and the 53rd 
marclied from Loodiana on the 19tli instant, and will also cross the Sutlej 
at Ferozepore about the 26th instant; all in progress to Peshawar. 

2. Lieutenant-Colonel Wild, Commanding at Feroz(!por<% has directed 
Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley, commanding the 64th Reginient. to proceed 
with all practicable expedition consistent witli the eificiency of his men. 

3. Lieutenant-Colonel Wild has also dispatelud one liundred thou¬ 
sand musket cartridges, in forty-two loads, with tewntj'-oin* good spare 
camels, and has re()uested Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley to .send them on 
by long marclies, under an escort of irregular horse. 

4. A remittance of eight lacs of rupees to the Paymaster of tlie Army 
in Affghanistan, has been forwarded by the 64th Regiment. 

5. The following statement shows the strength of this regiment, and 
the amount of the stores, &c., escorted by it:— 

Sikh Motimud, Commandant Gbyare Sing ; 


British ditto, Mohamud Iloosain. 

64th Regiment, Native Infantry ... ... 1048 

3rd Local Horse . 100 

Sappers ... ... ... ... ... 137 

Goolundazees ... ... ... ... 164 

Syces and followers ... ... ... 855 

Horses . . 247 

Camel loads of Ordnance Stores ... ... 1()6 

Ditto Commissariat ... ... ... 137 

Ditto Baggage, &c. ... . 540 

Ditto 8 lacs of Treasure ... ... 100 

Officers ... ... ... ... ... 36 


6. I have apprised the commanding officers of the 53rd, 6()tli, and 
64th Regiment, of your recommendation that they should ordtT the 
“ Posteens,” or warm cloaks, which you believe are allowed by Govern¬ 
ment to be prepared for their men against their arrival at Peshawur, in 
anticipation of their proceeding to Cabool during this winter. 

7. The Sikh Government has been requested by me to direct General 
Avitabile to supply ammunition on your requisition. 

8. Native Agents, on the part of the British Government, are in 
attendance on the regiments, as well as Sikh Agents a])pointed by the 
Durbar, with an escort of Sikh Horse. The Sikh officers and e.scort 
should receive suitable presents from you on their dismissal at Peshawur 
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if their conduct is well spoken of by the commanding officers of the 
regiments, and you will be so gootl as to ascertain and report to me wluv 
ther our Native Agents in, attendance have given satisfaction. 

I have, &c., 

G. Ci.ERK, 

Agent to the Governor-(Heuvral- 


No. 35.— Mr. Clerk to lAentenant-Colonel Moneleg, commanding 
64<A Regiment Native Infantry, Camj) in the Punjnub. 

November 23, 1841. 

Sib, —I would beg leave to recommend that 100,000 rounds of small- 
arm ammunition wliich you have for the troops in Aifghanistan shouTd 
be pushed on, in the manner you think most expeditious through the 
Puiijaub, some servants of the Sikh officer with you accompanjdng it ; 
and I have suggested to Captain Mackcson to send down an escort of 
Sikh Horse from Pesliawiir to take it on to that place, in order to re¬ 
lieve the party you may send on with it. 

I have, &c., 

Gkorgi: Ci.EiiK, 
Agent to the Governor-General. 


No. 36 .—Sir Jaxyer Nivolis to Lord Auckland. 

Mt/iipooree, November "27, 1841. 

My dhau Lobo, —I would not detain Mr. Clerk’s express ilispatch 
of the 22nd to Mr. Maddock even for half an hour, diicming it of the 
utmost importance that tlie intelligence- should reach your Lordsliij) 
without any delay. 

Tliis earlv and earnest (tall for a second brigade I was not prejiared 
for, as your l.ordship will be fully aware from tlie difficulty I expressed 
regarding a native regiment for Kiinuiul or Ferozepore. 

However tliis demand will be thus met :— 

(5-lth 60th 1st division, 

uord 3<lth 2nd ditto. 

H. M. 9th 26th 3rd ditto. 

Or a Ilegiinent from Loodiana. 

To this last I have attached half the light field battery, (that is, two 9- 
pounders and a howitzer) now at Ferozepore, and a rissallah of the 3rd 
irregular Horse. 

If Ali Musjid should be in the hands of an enemy the guns will be 
required. 

The four first regiments will be well commanded by T.ieutcnant- 
Colonel Wild, until Major-General M‘ Caskill joins I shall endeavour 
to instil energy into him by showing that his military prospects and hopes 
will, in a great degree, depend on his management of the forces. 

It is possible that I may receive your Lordship’s commands upon the 
subject of this important charge. 



40 


The vaeaiicies occasioiwd on our frontier will be partly', sugp^ed as 
follows : , ■ ‘ 

The 2nd Ligiit Infantry Battalion I shall have at Loodiana. 

A regiment was ordered yesterday from Kurnaul to Ferozepore. The 
33rd Native Infantry has been ordered to-day from Meerut to Ferozepore. 

The 72ud w'ill, instead of being stationed at Agni, proceed to Meerut 
or one of the northern stations. 

Also to meet tins very heavy call upon the frontier, 1 have taken upon 
me to order the 6th Native Infantry from Cawnpore to Ktirnanl. . 

The oTth from Lucknow to replace it, and one of the Oude -lpfantry 
corps to Lucknow. 

^*our Lordship will remember that the 6th was intended for Saiigor, 
but I hope the two reguneuts now there may be sufficient. 

*l'he 9th regiment has also been ordered from Benares to Delhi. 

When Ihc 51st reaches Benares there will be as usual three regiments. 

1 have written to Lieutenant-Colonel Sutherland reepjesting him, if he 
safely ciui, to, spare me a regiment from Nusseerabad, and if so, to direct 
Brigiidier Kennedy to order its march to Kurnaul. Tiie route to Feroze¬ 
pore may be objectionable at this season. 

I hope tluise measures wilt he ai)proved. * 

The Sikhs seem to conform to our wislics in a friendly spirit ; liad 
there been any a])pearance of a contrary tendency I should have moved 
sfKiight upon Dellii and abandoned my visit to Agra. 

Believe me, 

J. NreoLLs. 


No. 37—Jfr. Ckrk to JSlr. Mad,lock. 

November 23, 1841. 

Sin,—T have the honor to tra'nsmit, for the information of the Bight 
Honorable the Governor General in Council, copy of letters addressed 
by me to his Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief, to Major-General Sir 
B. Arbuthnot, to Major-General Boyd, and to Lieutenant-Colonel Wild. 

2. The Agent of the Lahore Durbar having inquired whetlier Baja 
Goolaul) Sing should proceed to Peshawar along Witli the troops which I 
have e.alled updn tljifi Lahore Government to dispatch to l^eshtnvur, I liave 
recommended that the Malta Raja's son should proceed in coininand, ac¬ 
companied by other chiefs, and tlvat Kajali Goolaub Sing should remain 
in the Hazara country, but prepared to move in any direction, witli a 
reserve, if called upon by me or by Captliin Makeson. 

I have?, &e., 

G. Cleek, 

Agent to the Governor-General: 

No. 38.— The Governor-General of IniMa in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolk. 

Port WiUianif December % 1841. 

Snt,—Your Excellency will have received full details of the important 
events which iqtpear to have placed our troops in Cabool and Jellalabad, 
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in a {Wi^tioa of considerable difSeulty. We have now to inform your 
Excellency, tliat the only measure which we deem it practicable and 
prudent to adopt at present, for the support of, these troops, is to con¬ 
centrate an effective brigade at or near Peshawur, by which a good front 
can be ^own towards the northern portion of A%Uanistan, and a point 
of unioii and strength provided in case of emergency. This brigade 
may have the effect of controlling an extended outbreak of the insurgents 
on the Peshawur frontier ; and in the event of its being able to advance 
to Jellalabad, and to hold that post and the line of country depeudeiit 
upon it, the officer commanding the collected force will liave a discretion 
to make that forward movement, being careful however to. maintain the 
integrity of his communications with Peshawur. Your Excellency will 
be pleased to give instructions to the officer commanding to that effect. 
But he* will not considei’ himself authorised, except upon the receipt of 
further directions of a contrary tenor, to endeavour to make his way to 
Cabool, unless he should see that the movement could certiiinly be effect¬ 
ed with little hazard, or unle.ss in view to an object of .pressing and 
vital importance to the safety of the troops at that place. We appjctK 
hend that the severity of the winter would, under any circumstances, 
render sucli an advance impossible until the month of April, and that 
the obstacles to it arising from the want of means of carriage and of 
suppty, which could be depended upon, would, in the actual state of 
tilings in Affghanistan, be exceedingly serious, were the season even more 
favourable far the attempt. 

2. We observe that three regiments of Native Infantry have been 
hastened on towards Peshawur ; and we are highly sensible of the zeal 
with which these reinforcements have been expedited. We believe that 
some proportion of irregular horse has accompanied these corps, but we 
should be glad, if your Exceneney should think it proper to make the 
brigade complete, with a due proportion of cavalry and artillery. 

3. We tlunk it undesirable immediately to detach Her Majesty’s 9th 
Foot to Peshawur; but circumstances may induce us to alter this 
opinion, and wc will be prepared to adopt any arrangement respecting 
this regiment, which your Execlleney may wish your nearer means of 
forming a judgment have thought to be advisable. 

4. Generally we would solicit your Excellency to exercise your dis¬ 
cretion in regard to the details of these arrangements, and to give orders 
without reference to us, bearing always in mind that >iur present object 
is only to establish a point of support and demonstration at Peshawur, 
and not to require the forcing at all hazards of the passes to Cabool. 

5. We will issue instructions to the Political Agent at Peshawur, as 

to the course-to be followed by British officers and troops, iu the event 
of serious collision arising between the Sikh forces in the Peshawur ter¬ 
ritory, and the Af%han inhabitants of tlmt country. And your Excel¬ 
lency will direct the officer commanding the brigade, to attend to tlie 
wishes tvluch, in conformity with these instructions, the Political Agent 
may express to him on that subject. , ^ 

6. While these arrangements were made in advance at Peshawur, it 
will be necessary thdt a strong force of not less than from 10,000 to 
12,000 men should be held ready to be concentrated between the Sutlej 
and the Jumna ; and we believe that, with a few additions, and without 



weakening the means of controllbig places of importance, such as tlie city 
of Delhi and the Province of Rohilcund, the troops already assembled or 
directed towards that quarter, will be sufficient for the purpose. We 
would suggest to your Excellency that Her Majesty’s 31st Foot should 
be moved upwards from Agra to Meerut or Kumaul, as we are in com- 
mimication with the Resident at Nagpore, upon his releasing the 39th 
Foot to take the place of thait or of any other corps which your Excel¬ 
lency may deem preferable for such sendee. We have ordered the 46th 
and I7th Regiments in progress to Barrackpore, to be halted at Benares, 
BO as to enable your Excellency, should you think it necessary, to arrange 
for withdrawii^ two more native cori)S from Benares, or other nmre con¬ 
venient station, to Upper India. 

7. In our calculations on this subject, we have not reckoned upon 
drawing any corps from Rajpootana ; but your Excellency will consult 
Colonel Sutherland as to his means of aiding you in emergency from 
■that quarter. Your Excellency may doubtless regard both the Hurriana 
Light Infantry and the Jeypore Contingent at Shaka-Wattee, as available 
for any sendee which you may desire. 

8. We shall address the Government of Bombay, requesting them so 
to modify tbe plan which Major Outram may have announced to them 
for the arrangements to be made for the next year in Uj)per Sinde and 
Cutchee, as to allow of the ass<-mblagc at Sukkur and Shikarpore, of two 
effective brigade, so that along the whole line of the Sutlej and Indus, 
our position may be one of iin])Osing strength. 

9. We shall keep your Excellency constantly informed of any further 
arrangements which it may seem advisable to make in connection with 
the subject of this letter. 

W<: have, &c. 

Aucklaxi). 

W. W. Bibo. 

VV’. Casemknt. . 

II. T. PlilNSEP. 


Iso. 39.— Mr, Maddovk to Mr. Clerk, 

F^t WiUian, December 2, 1841. 

Sm,—I am directed to transmit for your information, a copy of a 
letter this day addressed by the Governor-General in Council, to his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

2. It will be desirable that this dispatch shall be communicated with¬ 
out delay to the Political Agent at Peshawur ; and it is hoped that that 
officer will find the means of furnishing Sir William Macnaghten with 
a copy of it, or of communicating to him the substance of it in a secret 
and confidential manner. 

I have, &c., 

T. II, Maddock, 

Secretary to the Governmerit of India^ 
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No. AO.—rMr. ,Maddock to Major Outmm, Political Agent in. 

Sinde and Beloochistan. 

Fori .William, December 2, 

Sir, —I am directed to transmit, for your information, the inclosed 
extract* from a letter this day, addressed by the Governor-General in 
Council to His Excellency the Commander-in-Cliief, and to request that 
you will give effect to the plans of Government, by detaining in Upper 
Siude such portions of the troops which you had designed to relieve, as 
you may consider sufficient for the end in view. 

I am, &c., 

T. II. M.midock, 

Secretary to tlie (iovernment oj' India. 


No. 41.— Tlic Governor-General of India in Conneil to General 
Sir JoKper Nicolls. 

Fort William, Pecemher 3, 1841. 

Sir, —Since addressing your Excellency yesterday we have received 
an express from Mr. Clerk, of the 24th ultimo, containing information 
of the events at Cabool to the 9th, and at Jellalabad to the 15th ultimo. 

2. Tliese accounts exhibit a most unfavourable state of affairs at 
Cabool, but they do not lead us to alter the views and intentions which 
were stated in our yesterday’s dispatch. Your Excellency will, there¬ 
fore, expedite the movement of whatever may be required to complete 
one brigade, efliciently provided with all necessaries of equipment and 
siqjply, in the direction of Peshawur, to be stationed there, with orders 
of the tenor which we yesterday fully explained, so as to give succour to 
our troops in the event of their retiring. We do not now desire to send 
a second brigade in advance, for we do not conceive it to be called for* 
for the objects of support and assistance whicli we contemplate ; and 
we think it inexpedient to detach any greater number of troops than 
may be absolutely indispensable Irom our own provinces. 

3. , It would be vain to speculate upon the issue of the contest at 
Cabool ; but in the extreme event of the military possession of that 
city, and the surrounding .territory, having been entirely lost, it is not 
oim intention to direct new and extensive operations for the re-establish- 
ment of our supremacy throughout Affghauistan. 

4. ^e can scarcely contemplate in such case that there will be any 
circumstances or political objects of sufheieut weight to induce us to de¬ 
sire to retain possession of the remainder of tliat country, and, unless 
such shall be obvious as arising from the course of events, we should wish 
our military and' political ofBcers so to shape their proceedings as will 
best promote the end. of retiring with the least possible discredit. Of 
course it will be desirable that tliis retirement shall be deliberate, and the 
result of arrangements that will leave some political influence in the coun¬ 
try : but it is impossible to. shut qur eyes to the probability that the first 


Sue iiaragrapjp in No. 3.S. 



44 


impulse of the population in the southern districts, upon bearing of our 
having suffered disaster at Cabool, will be to rise and surround our differ* 
eut positions, cutting off the communication. In t}uS),ca8e the command¬ 
ing officers will be instructed to make it their first aim to fall back on the 
nearest 'support, and so to save their troops from the risk of being isolated, 
it being, of course, a paramount consideration to provide for the safety 
of the diftercnt detachments as far as possible. Mjijor-Geueral Nott, or 
the officer commanding at Candahar, will be directed, in the event of the 
loss of Cabool, to take the force at Ghuznee under his orders, and to pro¬ 
vide Colonel Palmer with suitable instructions. With regard to the regi¬ 
ment at Ghuznee, we shall instruct Mr. Clerk to arrange with the Sikh 
Government for giving every aid in its power, should the retirement of 
that corps to Dhera Ismael Khan, or other point on the frontier, be deter¬ 
mined upon. We shall cause a copy of this paragraph to be conveyed to 
Major Rawlinson, Major-General Nott, and Lieut.-Colonel Palmer, both 
through Slajor Outram in Upper Scinde, and Captain Mackeson in 
Peshawur. 

5. We doubt not that your Excellency will have felt it desirable to 
superintend personally the execution of such measures on bur fron¬ 
tier as the exigency of events may liavc rendered necessary, and will, 
therefore, have proceeded to establish your lieiid-rpuirters at one of the 
advanced stations. 

6. It is of high importance at this juncture that we should act in 
a clear and cordial plan of co-operation with the Govenimeiit of Lahore, 
and a dispatch lias been this day in consequence addressed to Mr. Clerk, 
of which we enclose a copy for your Excellency’s information. 

We have, &c., 
Auckland. 

W. W. Bird. 

W. Casement. 
II. T. Pkinsee. 

No. 42.— Mr. Mmldock to Mr. Clerk. 

Fort WiUiam, Decemher 3, I84'f. 

Sm,—In continuation of my dispatch of yesterday’s date, I am di¬ 
rected to acknowledge your dispatch by express of the 23rd ultimo, and 
to send to you, for information and guidance, the accompanying copy 
of a farther letter, which has been this day addressed by the Governorr 
General in Council to his Excellency the Comraander-in-Chief. * 

2. Your language to the Lahore Durbar, in,the unfavourable crisis 
which must be anticipated as possible in Affghanistan, will be to tlie pur¬ 
port, that the Government will take time to consider the eventual policy 
which it may be most proper to adopt in relation to that country ; that 
in the meanwhile it is proposed only to push on such troops towards 
Peshawur as may give support to any of our detachments falling back 
towards that place, and as may be sufficient to act, in emergency, in aid 
of the Sikh authority within that territory. The possible employment 
of such troops in advance towards Jellalabad, as referred to in the dis¬ 
patch to his Excellency the Coi®iander-iu-Chief of yesterday’s date. 
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may be e:^ained by you to the Durbar if occasion should seem to call 
for it. • 

3. It is the intenticm of tlie Governor-General in Council, with a 
general view to the repression of any possible disturbance of tranquillity, 
to hold a strong force, ready to be concentrated in our northern frontier; 
but your language to the Sikh Government will be that of uniform and 
cordial friendship, so as to remove any suspicion which might be enter¬ 
tained from a knowledge that reinforcements were assembling in that 
quarter ; and the Durbar will doubtless feel that, in a collision with the 
Affghan tribes and people, their interests are indentical with ours, and 
they will be prepared to join heartily with us in measincs, the effect of 
which must contribute to the security of their own Affghan districts. 

4. You will instruct Captain Mackeson, in conformity with the in¬ 
timation in the dispatch of yesterday to the Commander-in-Chief, to call 
upon the officer commanding the brigade proceeding to Peshawiirto 
assist, in any exigency, the Sikh authorities in defending their power 
within that territory. 

5. The object of the British Government will bo to maintain its 
union with the Lahore Durbar in unimpaired and increasing intimacy, 
to give all legitimate support to tlie Sikh Government, and to use our 
influence for reconciling the differences by which it may be embarrassed, 
with a fair and friendly r^ard to tlie interests of all parties in it. The 
mode of giving effect to this object, alike by timely cordiality or judici¬ 
ous reserve, is left with confidence to your discretion ; and if you should 
see good to visit Lahore for the promotion of our interests at this period, 
you will be at liberty to do so. 

6. Your attention will be particularly given to the intimation for 
your guidance in paragraph 4 of the dispatch to the Commander-in- 
Chief, and you will make the necessary communication to Captain Make- 
son, or any Sikh authority on whom you may depend, desiring him to 
make every effort to forward a letter to Colonel Palmer at Ghuzuce. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock, 

Secretary to tlie Gover7iment of India, 
No. 43.— Mr, Maddock to- Major Outram. 

Fort. WiUiam, December 3, 1841. 

Sraj^Inforraation of the important and unfavourable events which 
have occurred at Cabool will have reached you, and some communication 
has already been made to you on the views of the Governor-General in 
Council upon that subject, Such further orders as may be called for 
will, from time to time, be sent to you, but in the meanwhile T am 
desired, to forward to you copy of a dispatch addressed on this date to 
his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, consequent on the receipt of in¬ 
telligence from Cabool to the 9th, and from dellalabad to the 15th ulti¬ 
mo, and to call your immediate and particular attention to-the intima¬ 
tion in regard to the possible withdrawal of our forces from Affghanistan 
contained in paragraph 4. You will forward a copy of that paragraph 
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without delay to Major Rawliiisou uud Miyor-G«nerftl Nott, and you will 
request Mivjor-General Nott to give such directions as he may see neces¬ 
sary, to the officers in command of detached imsts with whom he can 
communicate. 

2. ' You will, on your part, give every aid in tlie means of support, 
transport, and supply, to General Nott’s force, that may be id your 
power, in the event of their being required from you. 

3. Until further orders, all troops assembling or present in Upper 
Siiide and Cutehee. will be held there in united strength. On the ultimate 
distribution of these troop.s, and on the aitairs of Beloochistan, you will 
be addressed separately hereafter ; but your tone will, of course, be 
one of continued friendship-and intimacy with the governments of the 
Klian of Kelat and of the Ameers of Upper and Lower Scinde. 

I have, &e., 

T. IL JMaodock, 

Seerctanj to tlie Government of India. 


No. 44.— Till’ Govcrmr-Glrnrral of India in Council to General 
Sir Jnxper Nicullx. 

Fort William, December 5, 1841. 

Sir, —The letter of Major Craigie to the Military Secretary, detailing 
the orders ^ven by your Excellency for the movement of regiments, has 
been communicated by the Military to the Secret and Political Depart¬ 
ment, and we may assure your Excellency of our entire concurrence in 
the movement, as proposed, of the 9th, 57th, 6th, 33rd, and 72nd lltigi- 
• ments ; and we entirely approve of the manner in which it is proposed 
tliat the two brigades shall be composed, provided it is determined, that 
a second brigade shall march across the Punjab. We would but repeQ4 
our doubt, with our present imjierfect knowledge of the events which 
may have happened beyond Pesliawur, whether tlie movement of so hirge 
a force is immediately necessary, but we will not press this doubt against 
what will be the rpsult of a careful consideration of all circumstances 
by your Excellency and Mr. Clerk, witli a full knowledge of the views 
of policy, as at present entertained by the Government. We have no 
doubt upon the expediency of having the brigade in readines.s, and it is 
probable that before its march can take place from Ferozepore, ^^unts 
will have been received leading to a clear decision upon the plipriety 
of its iidvance. Tliat decision we will readily leave to your Excellency, 
who, after communication with Mr. Clerk, will best be able to judge of the 
arrangements requisite for the two objects which we regard as alike of 
paramount importance, namely, those of giving every practicable support 
to our troops across the Indus, aud of maintaining the exhibition of clear 
and concentrated strength within our own provinces. 

2. If the second brigade Ishould be sent, we would request your Excel¬ 
lency to select for the command of the whole force thus collected, an of¬ 
ficer of distinguished ability aud known experience. The attention of 
Major-General Lundey has .latterly beeii much directed to the events 



4f 


wludi have-been passing in and bey'dnd the North-West Frontier, and we 
w'Ould suggest his name to your Excellency for first consideration. 

We have, &c., 

Auckland. 

W. W. Bird. 

W. Caskment. 

II. T. PniNSEV. 

No. 45.— Mr. Maddock to Sir IV. II. Macnn^hten, Envoy and 
Minister at the Court of Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk, 

Fort WiUiam, December 5, 1841. 

Sm,—The latest accounts which have reached Government from Cabool, 
give information of the state of affairs at that jdace up to the 9th ultimo, 
and notwithstanding the difficulties with which the British forces were 
then surrounded, the Governor-General in Council entertains sanguine 
hopes that, aided by the zeal and gallantry of the troops, you will have 
been enabled to suppress the insurrection, or at all events, to have secured 
a supply of provisions for the army, whereby it may be secure in its posi¬ 
tions for the winter. 

2. So serious appear to be the difficulties which are to be encountered 
at Cabool, amid a hostile population, by a force cut off for several months 
from support by the impassable state of the roads in the winter season, 
that the Governor General in Council has felt compelled to take into his 
contemplation the possible occurrence of still more serious disaster to 
our troops there, and to provide even for the contingency of our political 
influence in that quarter being for a time entirely subverted ; and the 
first duty of Government in issuing instructions suitable to such an event 
haring been discharged, 1 am now directed to assure you that the 
Governor-General in Council will remain anxiously mindful of your 
position, and that every measure will be adopted, as the tenor of the 
information received may show to be necessary, of which the season will' 
admit, and which may be otherwise practicable, for affording relief to 
yourself and to the troops by whom you are accompanied. 

3. A strong and complete brigade has been ordered from India, and 
is now in progress to Peshawim, where it will be directed to act imme¬ 
diately in aid of Sir Robert Sale, who was by the last accounts posted at 
JeUalabad ; and in the event of further operations being necessary in that 
quart^ Ms Lordship in Council has it in contemplation to telieve the 
13th raght Infantry and 35th Native Infantry by two fresh regiments ; 
and the movements of these or other corps, which may be dispatched to- 
■wards Peshawur, will depend upon the events which may have occurred 
at Cabool, and upon the directions wliich you and General Elphinstoue 
may think proper to issue. Copies of the instructions which have been 
issued by the Governor-General in Council to his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-CMef, will be communicated confidentially, through Mr. Clerk, 
to Captain Mackeson, and you will be inforified of their purport througjj 
him as opportunity my require and admit t but in every event you m^ 
depend on the desire anddetermination of the Governor-General in Coun¬ 
cil to aflTord all possible succour to your position, and you will have com- 
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plete and timely information of the political views of his Lordship in 
Council, under any charge of circumstances which may arise. 

4. Major-General Nott will, of course, have been anxious to give you 
every sissistance in his power from the troops at Candahar, and it would 
be a source of much satisfaction to the Government to know that he has 
felt hinjself able to detach with a reasonable prospect of safety at a season 
in which, ordinarily, many difficulties may be expected, any effective por¬ 
tion of those troops towards Cabool. 

5, The remarks or directions of Governmei ; must now be limited to 
the points whicli have liere been noticed. We have only for the present 
to trust to an overruling Providence, and to the energy and perseverance 
of our gallant troops, for the maintenance of the power and safety of 
our arms. 

I have, &c. 

T. II.' Maddock, ■ 
Secretary to the Government of India. 


No. 46.— Mr. Madchvk to Mr. Clerk. 

Fort William, December 5, 1841. 

Sir, —In continuation of ray letter of the 3rd instant I am directed 
to forward, for your information and guidance, the inclosed copies of 
letters this day addressed to the Commander-in-Cliief and Sir William 
Macnaghten, and to draw your particular attention to the third para¬ 
graph of the latter document. 

2. The original dispatch for Sir William Macnaghten accompanies, 
and you are requested to take such means of forwarding it as you may 
consider best calculated to ensure its safe delivery. 

I have, &c., 

T. n. Maddock, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


No. 47. —Captain Mackeson to Sir fV. II. Macnayhten. 

Fvtteghur, November 20, 1841. 

Sir, —The country between Peshawur and Gund.amuck continued 
quiet up to the time of Captain Bum’s Afreedecs and Lieutenant 
Dowson’s Janbaz abandoning the cantonment there. When the 
Gundamuck cantonment had been burnt the whole country rose at once, 
and our posts were attacked on all sides. Captain Ferris’s cantonment 
was attacked on the night of the 13th. He repulsed the assailants, and 
then withdrew into the cantonment fort, lie had a garrison of 2o0 
men, Eusufzyes, and one gun ; but, running short of ammunition, he was 
compelled to abandon the fojt on the 16th, and cutting his way through 
tj^e surrounding Ooloos at night, with the loss of fifteen men, he reached 
Lalpura in safety, and it now^rn his way to Peshawur. Captain Ferris 
had recalled the posts at Landi Khana and Haft Chah, in Khyber, to his 
assistance, and their leaving the pass was the signal for disturbance 
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there. A Kafila was plundered by the Shinwaris, and the huts of the 
Sepoys at Laiidi Khana, and some bhoosa set fire to. The Zukha KhaU 
tribe of Gharri Lala Beg; came and plundered the bazaar below Ali 
Miisjid, and atfiicked the fort. The Afreedees of Captain Burn’s corps, 
wlio had fled from Guiidainuck, reached Tira, and spread the report that 
all the Europeans at Cabool had betui murdered and cut up. Hundreds 
after hundreds came down to Khylfer from Tira, bent on rapine and 
plunder; and from tin* IGt.h to the Iftth AliMiisjid was investCHl, and 
tJie garrison, consisting of Mr. Mackeson, and loO Eusufzyes, badly 
armed, wert* opfmscd to 1000 or 2000 Afrecde(!s. At the commencement 
u Ijiirj <if the fort was blown up Ity the explosion of some gunjxtwder, 
and iiboiit sixteen iik'd of llic garrison killed and wounded, with Muhshis. 
On till't ir'iii(;g of the ISfti the Afreedees l ad succeeded in cutting off 
from tlie garrison all access to tlie water, and had tiiken possession of 
Mr. ilaekestiii’s liouse, built on the platform of the hill, nearly tis high 
as the fort, and ke])t a galling lire from it tui the fort. They also 
nitule two or three tissaults on the gale, or door-way of the fort, but were 
n'pitlsed, letiviiig about thirty dead on llie ground. IMr. Mackeson and 
the men with Iiiin did their duty well, .and tlumgli the 31a!iks frequently 
otfered liiiii and his men safe-eoiiduet to I’esliaaiir. and titey had little 
liopt' of sueeoiir, they rt'inaiiua! staunch. From tin- eommeneenient of 
the attack I Wits in eoinnuiniciitioii witli the Affeedtte Maliks, who 
disehiimod all participation in it, hut said they were uiialde to control 
the Ooloos, wlto had risen ui> as one man.; and now tliat men had liecn 
killed on botli side.s it woulil be very diffieailt to put matters right. 1 
tlireatened them with the army of tlif' Sikhs at Peshawur, and on the 9th 
went out with General Avitiibile to Jiimriid, with .‘{()0 or 400 horsemen 
and tlie Ooloos of i'esliawiir. 1 also dispatched Abul Huhim Khan 
Malizai, witli 1500 rupees, to the JVlalik.s. to enable them to dismiss the 
Tira Ooloo.s, jiiid witlidraw them from near the fort. This tlie Maliks 
.sueeeedcd in doing on the afternoon of tlie 19lh. The water of the 
garrison was released, and the men who had possession of Mr. 
Mai^keson’s h(»use wilhdrawn to below tlie bill. The Afreedees also 
askiai permission to carry oft' their dead, which was granted. On the 
morning of tlie 20tli, ar. most of the supidies of the garrison had been 
plundered witli tlu' bazaar, I sent fifty bullocks, laden with supjdies, to 
the Maliks, and told them if they sent them to the fort I would believe 
in their profession of friendship. They sent the supplies, and have 
rivestablislied tliei?’ eliokis on the ro.ad, and the fort lias most fortunately 
been as yet prcscTvod to us. I am now sending in supplies to it, and as 
soon as the crowd has liad time to disperse shall increase the garrison 
to 600 men. 

The Afreedee Maliks are to restore the property the tribes have 
plundered, and have swora to serve us as they have hitherto done, and 
to keep the road open so long as a Feringee remains alive at Cahool. 
They may keep their promise of serving us, unless any fresh disaster 
occur to our troops at Cabool before succour, can arrive. The tri’-e 
talk of Shah Haidur, the King of Islam, and war with the Kaflrs. The 
Maliks care nothing either for Shah Shooja, or Shah Zeman, or his son, 
or Islam. They are waiting to see if we are equal to the present contest. 
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As long as they think we are they will continue our friends, and prefer 
ns even to a King of Islam, because they , know that no one can pay 
them so highly as we do. Should our troops at Cabool be overpowered 
we cannot expect to hold the pass one day. The Afreedees have reports 
that the garrison at Ghuznee has been cut off to a man ; that Candahar 
and Beloochistan are up in arms. The whole country has risen against 
ns, and is looking towards Cabool,—we have no friends. Turebaz 
Khan, of Lalpura, a chief of our own creation, is an exception ; for 
to what place could Captain Ferris, with his family and handful of 
soldiers, have directed lus steps, had he not felt confident of the recep¬ 
tion he would meet with feom Turebaz Khan ? 

It is the general opinion, among Affghans, that if our troops should 
be overpowered at Cabool, we shall see Shah ^ooja a second time 
crowned as King of the Affghans and of Islam. 

Captain Ferris was compelled to leiwe all his baggage behind at the 
fort at Pesh Bolak ; and I regret to say, 38,000 rupees of Government 
money which he had under his charge, belonging to 'the Peshawur 
treasury. The whole investment of a Parsee merchant, some eighteen 
camel-loads, lias also fallen into the hands of Ooloos. 

1 iiave, Sic., 

F. Macki-son, 
Political Agent, 


No. 48.— Captain Machc.wn to Mr. Clerk. 

Jallighur, November 21, 1841. 

Sir, — I have the honor to inclose for your information, and that of tlie 
Secretary to the Government of India, the copy of a letter addressed by 
me to the Envoy and Minister on the 20th instant. 

This morning, by a letter from Jellalabad, I learn that an engagement 
took place between our troops and the rebels at Cabool on the llth in¬ 
stant, in which our troops wore completely victorious, and recaptured from 
the enemy the two guns taken in the city. A prospect appeared of their 
being able to gain over the Ghilziefi, and thus break the coiffedcracy against 
us. The troops at Jellalabad* after defeating the Ooloos on the 13th in¬ 
stant, had placed the city in a state of defence, got in supplies from the 
country, and were quite .safe. They expected another attack on the 20th 
(yesterday), but were quite confident as to the result. 

The Afredees are still hovering around Ali Musjid, and the Maliks 
apparently unable to keep them off, or probably unwilling. Until they 
are dispersed I cannat send more ammunition or provisions through the 
pass. The 100 maunds of powder and lead I first sent have, 1 hope, 
reached Jellalabad. 

The whole country appears to have arisen, but we have no certain in¬ 
telligence from Candahar, Ghuznee, or Beloochistan. We shall require 
a large force to put thingk to rights again. A large army should be sta¬ 
tioned at Cabool, another at Peshawur, another at Candahar, and our 
troops should not again be dispersed in small detachments, as hitherto, 
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but wherewr a disturbance arise# bear with all force on one point, and 
make a severe example of any exciters of rebellion. 

■ I> have, &c., 

F. Mackesott, 
Political Agent. 


No. AO.—Captain Ferris, Commanding Jezailchee Corps, to Cap¬ 
tain Lawrence. 

* . Pesliawwr, Nooember 22, 1841. ■ 

Sib, —I have the honor to report, for the information of Sir William H. 

. '^acnaghten. Envoy and Ministewat the Court of Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk, 
that on the’night of the 13th instant, about 10 p. m., an attack was made 
on iny post by a party consisfing of six horsemen and about 120 ftmt, 
wliich were driven back after some sharp firing by the outlying picquet ; 
our only casualty was one troop horse of the 5lh Cavalry, .shot through 
the neck*. 

On the morning .of‘the 14th instant I deemed it expedient to move 
into the fort, and was occupied during the greater part of the day in 
filling up a very large breach in the curtain in the north side of the fort, 
and making banquettes and loop-holes for the men "to fire' through, in 
which I was most ably assisted by my Adjutant, Lieutenant Lukin. At 
about 3 in the afternoon the enemy came down in great force from the 
direction of the Goolar Forts, and made an attempt to enter the canton¬ 
ment. I immediately ordered out a sallying party of a detaclunent of 
5th Cavalry, consisting of one havildar, one naick, and troopers, support¬ 
ed by one company of Jezailchees, and succeeded in driving the enemy 
back to their forts. This movement was executed entirely to my satisfac¬ 
tion : and I have great pleasure in recording the gallant behaviour of the 
small detachment of cavalry, as well as the steadiness of the company 
who supported them. The casualties were, one trooper killed, three 
Jezailchees wounded, and three horses wounded. Towards evening the 
fort was completely surrounded, and during the night the enemy succeed¬ 
ed in occupying the officers’ bungalows and the lines, and kept up a 
heai’y fire ; the firing on our side continued tbroughout the night, and 
a number of the enemy were killed; On the morning of the 15th instant 
the Goolar people were joined by the Shinwaries of Deh Surroah Sungoo 
Khail, Beshbilgees, . and a numerous body of Koochies, amounting to 
upwards of 5000 men. The firing from the fort continued the whole of 
the day and throughout the night. I this day got the 6-pounder in 
position on one of the centre bastions, and fired several rounds of grape 
and round shots, by which a number of the enemy were destroyed, and 
th<?ir advance on that side of the fort checked. 

• Strength of the party in Fort. Captain Ferris, commanding Jezailchee corps ; 
Dr. Kitchie; Lieutenant and Adjutant Lukin ; CBpt«ia ‘'Pqns8nby, Assistant Adju¬ 
tant-General j Dr. Stiven, Superintendihg Surgeon; Lieutenant llarington, 5lh 
Light Cavalry; 1 Native Adjutant v 4 Jemadars ; 4 Naib ditto j 12 Havildars;' 
n Naicks ; 249» Sepoys; (including sick.) 1 Havildar, 5 Cavalry, 1 Naick, 20. 
Troopers. • 

U 2 
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On tb« morning of the 16th the enemy increased in Baniber8|-find 
towards evening large bodies of men were sieeift coining fnna the direc¬ 
tion of Jellalabad to join them. Saving nd'^ospect of relief from any 
quarter, and Lieutenant and Adjutant Lukiifchaving reported to me that 
the ammuniticm was only sufficient for the day, I attempted to^eat 
with the insurgent chief, but foiled, with tlie exception of one Meer 
Afighan, who withdrew with a portion of the Shinwaries ; towards even¬ 
ing, our defenceless position having become known to our men, from the 
failure of ammunition, they became disheartened, and many made 
preparations for throwing themselves over the walls, five of whom did 
and were fortunately cut up by the enemy, which evidently deterred 
many others from following their examples. Prior to this, I had en<^r 
voured to open a communication with .Captain Mackeson and Lapmn 
Macgregor, as well as with Turibaz Khan, Kalid Khan, and other cluefo 
of influence, who I thought might have rendered me assistance, and had 
also sent off orders for two companies of Shahzada’s Levies, stationed at 
the posts of Haftchah* and Lundikhana, to reinfiwe my post, but trom 
the state the country was in 1 conclude my oossids never could have 
reached their destinations. The enemy had now. been in possesion ot 
the officer’s bungalows, Adjutant’s office, men’s lines, and hospital, (w ic 
closely adjoin tlie fort) fbr two days, and as the strength of my detaeli- 
ment would not admit of my sending out parties to dislodge them, 
had succeeded in throwing up loop-holed defences on the roots ot the 
houses, so as partly to command the north and west walls. ^ 

At this crisis I called a meeting of the European and Native officers, 
(Lieutenant Hariugton, 5th Calvalry, was unalile to attend, ^ being seri¬ 
ously ill from a severe bilious attack and too weak to leave ms bed,) an 
laid before them the desperate state w'e were in, and it was resolVea t la 
at dusk we should make an attempt to cut out way through the eiiei^% 
leaving the treasure and all publice and private property behind us. e. 
had no means of conveyance, and our passage from tlie gateway t iroilg i 
the lilies being strongly occupied by the enemy, it being a point ol honour 
amongst the Affghans to sacrifice everything for the safety of their zuiia-^ 
nas, the few spare horses, the property of the officers, were g'^eii up oi 
this purpose. Accordingly at dusk, the time the enemy s hre usua y 
slackened, I formed my men in columns, tlie women in the centre, the 
rear protected by the detacliment of .5th Light Cavalry, the defences t lat 
we had built at tlie gate were thrown down and the gate opened ; i 
men then moved forward, and on our arriving at tiie ditch ot the 
cantonment the enemy opened a heavy fire on us, by which three 
troopers and two horses were killed, one trooper wounded, four¬ 

teen Jozailchees killed or missing, my horse wounded, twenty Jezailchws 
wounded, the camp followers also suffered severely. On reaching tte 
plain 1 detached a company to the rear to check any advance that miglit 
be made by the enemy, this they effectually did, and with the exception 
of being fired on by one fort we were not molested until we arrived at 
the pass which timis Ilazaj* No,' when a party of forty men attached our 


• Captain Ferris’s orders reached, and the withdrawal of these companies brought 

the Afreedecs down upon Ali Musjid. » 
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rear, bnt were beaten off by the rear-guard. No furtlier interruption 
occurred, and we reached Girdia about three on the morning efjthe 17 th 
instant, where we met tlw Mohmund Chief Turibaz Kbad. Although our 
loss has been severe, I attribute the safety of the party to the eagerness 
which the enemy evinced to enter and plunder the fort in our rear. At 
day-break we marched for Lalpura under the escort of Turibaz Khan. 
Arrangements were here made by the Chief, to whom a promise of 3000 
rupees was given by me if he would assist the detachment in reaching 
Peshawnr, as he assured me it was unsafe our remaining at Lalpura in 
consequence of his tribe being in a most unsettled state ; aceordbigly in 
the afternoon of the 18th instant we left under charge of his nephew 
»Hyder Khan and §00 Mohmands, who conveyed us in safety.through the 
Tatara Pass (as the Khyber was closed) and reached Peshawur on the 
morning of the 21st instant. 

I have every reason to suppose,’ that the quantity of treasure (about 
38,000 rupees,) known to be in the fort together with a large and valuable 
investment belonging to a Parsee merchant, stores for Sir William 
Macnaghten, Bart, and Major Pottinger, and that of the other officers, 
.acted as a considerable incentive to the exertions of tlie enemy, aud tend¬ 
ed to swell their numbers. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to bring to the notice of tlie Envoy tlie 
valuable assistance I received, on every occasion, from my Adjutant, 
Lieutenant Lukin, throughout this affair, as also from Mr. Assistant 
Surgeon Ritchie : their exertions were beyond all praise. Captain Pou- 
sonby, Assistant-Adjutant General, and Dr. Stiyen, Superintending 
Surgeon, both rendered me great assistance. I regret that Lieutenant 
Harington’s health was such, that he was unable to leave his bed. To 
Alii Wardir, my native Adjutant, tlie native officers and men, all did 
their duty most nobly on this most trying occasion, and are deserving of 
every confidence. 

I have, &C;, 

Jos. Pbkeis. 


No. 50.— Captain Ferris to Captain Mackeson. 

‘ Peshaumr, November 2S, . 

Sir, —Inclosed I have the honor to forward you my dispatch to the ad¬ 
dress of Captain Lawrence, Military Secretarj’, which after perusal, I shall 
feel obliged if you can possibly forward it by cossid to Jcllalabad. 

Having made a promise of 3000 rupees to Taribaz Khan, for his safe- 
escort across the hills to Peshawur, I have the honor to request this sum 
may be disbursed from your treasimy, pending the sanction ofGovernment. 
In addition to this sum. Company’s rupees 240 was paid by me as subsis¬ 
tence-money to the Mohmund escort. 

I have, &c., 

J. Ferris. 
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No. 51.— Captain Mackeson to‘Mr, Haddock. 

Futtgghur, November 20, 1841. 

Sin,—I have the honour to forward, for the information of Govem- 
irient, a copy of a report received from Captain Ferris, Commanding 
' Jazailehee Corps, on the 23rd instant. 

Simultaneously with this report I received letters from Turibaz Khan, 
Chief of the Molununds, informing me that Saadnt Khan, Ex-Chief of the 
Mohraunds, w'as advancing on Lalpura, Vitli 1000 men, to attack him. 
It occurred to me that a sum of money might at this crisis be of great 
service to, Turibaz Khan. I therefore did not hesitate to advance to him 
the 3000 rupees, promised to him by the officers who accompanied Cap-. 
■ taii> Ferris’s detachment to Pesba«vur,*on the guarantee*'of those officers, 
pending the sanction of Government. 

By letter from .Tellalabad of the 21st instant, and from Cabool of the 
14th instant, it w'ould apjiear that our troops at both these places continue 
to be*in a most critical position. It is, however, confidently reported at 
Peshawur that either on the Kith, the day of Eed, or one day afterwards 
our troops at Cabool olitained a decided victory over the rebels ; that, 
many of their leaders liad fled, huiving their families behind at Cabool,* 
and that many liad come in to Sir William Macnagliten, and that our 
troops had posses.sion of the city of Cabool. 

We are still without po.sitive information as to the movers of this 
rebellion. Tlie p(!rsons first pointed out in the letters from Cabool 
were Abbulla Khan Aehakzai, Moola Monim, and Sikarider Khan 
Gbilzais. These persons w'ere no friends to the Sullogaishut Mir Afzul,, 
who fled from Cabool. Mir Ahmed and one or two others w^ere 
people in the confidence of Shah Shooja. Firmans, bearing the sigiia • 
ture of Shah Znman, are .said to be circulating in Bajore, Koonar, 
Kashgar, Baneer, Suat and the Eusofzai territory, calling on the tribes 
to rise and join the sons of Sliah Zaman at Jellalabad. These may bo. 
forgeries, circulated by some needy Affghan, who lives upon his wits. 
From the tenor of tlie last native Akhbars at Peshawur, the Barukzais, 
Nawab Mahomed Zaman Khan, and Nawab Jubbar Khan, aae pointed at 
as the great encouragers of disturbance at present. From whatever 
beginning it aro.se the insurrection has been general throughout the coun¬ 
try ; the population have not stopped to enquire in favour of whom they 
were ri.siug,—it was sufficient that the tdject in view was to rid them¬ 
selves of the Kafir yoke,—to expel the Feringees from Affglianistan. 

Should our troops hold their own at Cabool until succour reach them, 
matters may be with little difficulty restored tb their former footing; 
and should any misfortune occur to them, either from a scarcity of pro¬ 
visions or dther cause, it will require an overwhelming forefe to retrieve 
OUT lost ground. Such is the excitement' among Affgharis, that those 
who have reputation for discernment venture to pronounce that the fate 
of the British Empire in India depends on the issue of the contest at 
Cabool. It is profitless to speculate on events on which*our information 
is so defective ; but if it shofild appear that -the Sullozaift, have been the 
instigators of this insurrection, and the keeping a large army fti Afehan- 
istan be too great a drain on the resources of India, to be continued as a 
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permanent measure, much might be done, after force Ijas had its efiect jn 
subduing opposition, by putting forward again. Amir Dost Mahomed 
Khan, and merely leaving with him a representative of the British Go¬ 
vernment, as a pledge our support when it might be needed. • . 

I inclose a eopysof two Persian Akhbai’s, which will sliow the nature 
of the rumours prevailing at Peshawur. 

I have, &c., 

F. Mackeson, 
PoUtical Agent. 

P.S.—Since writing the above Intelligence has reached me of Saadut 
Khan having attacked Lalpura, and having been defeated by Taribaz 
Kltan. 

No. 52.— 3^. Clerk to 3fr. 3Iaddock. 

• November 27, 1841. 

Sib, —I have the honor to inform you that the 30th and o3rd Regi¬ 
ments Native Infantry, with convoy as below, crossed the Sutlej this day, 
in progress to Peshawur :— 

. Colonel Wild, 30th Regiment, in command ; Coininaudant Clieyt Sing 
Sikh Motuinmud ; Sheikh Sadut-oolla, Britisli Do. 


30th Regiment Native Infantry 


. 1,008 

53rd ditto di^o 

. 

. . 1,045 

Total Soldiers 


. 2,053 

Officers ■ . . 

. . 

. . 49 

Followers .. , 


860 

Raggage Camels . , 

. . . « 

. . 599 

Commissariat ditto 

, 

650 

Ordnance Stores ditto 1 

• • • 

. . 71 

Horses and Ponies 

. * 

150 


The Ordnance gtores are the annual indents of the 5th Light Cavalry, 
Her Majesty’s 44th Regiment, 5th and 54tli Native Infantry. 

The 60th Regiment crossed on 20th instant—mustered 1044 men and 
14 Officers. • 

I have, &c., 

Georoe Ceeuk. 

Agent to the Govenwr-General. 
No. 53.— Mr. Clerk to ^Mr, Maddock. 

November‘17, \M[. ■ 

• Sib,—I have the honor to transmit cqpy, with an English translation, 
of a letter from Mahil Raja Shere Sing, in reply to my letter to His 
Highness, of the 19th ultimo, a copy of a translation of which accom¬ 
panied my letter to your address, of the tSOtli ultimo, relative to the 
withdrawal of Viareer Zorawur Sing to Ladakh. 

2. Race Kishen Chund waited upon me this morning, and read to me 
a Perwannah addressed to him from the hlaha Raja, dirocling him to 





56 


state to liie that Highness, hearing of the rebeliifnt of the tribes ar* 
round Cabool and Jellalabad, had dispatched Raee Kelsaree Sing with 
four battalions, 2000 horse, and six guns, with a good deal of ammuni¬ 
tion ; and that Keisree Sing has been directed to proceed by forced 
marches, and to perform whatever Captain Mackeson and General 
Avitabile, may, after consultation, require him to undertake. 

• I have, 8 m!., , 

George Ceehy, 
Agent to the Governor-Genered. 


No. 54.— Mr. Cln ft to Major~Gmernl Boyd, commandiny the 
Sirhind Dlvismi, Kurnaul. 

November ^7, 1841-. 

Sir, —Though I have not yet heard tlmt any artillery is ordered up to 
this frontier, 1 would beg leave to recommend, in anticipation of the 
sjieedy amval of reinforcements so necessary on the Sutlej, that some 
artillery should move forward from hence. 

2. I shall transmit a copy of this letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Wild, 
in case he may think proper to halt one of the regiments under his com¬ 
mand, until the arrival of such artillery as you consider can best be spared 
from Loodiana or Ferozepore ; but the latter is, I believe, for want of 
horses, incapable of moving, and this leaves an insufficiency for the due 
protection of this border, during an unsettled state of parties at Lahore. 

3. Though Captain Mackeson made no application for artillery, I 
called upon the Sikh Government to send some guns to Peshawnr ; and I 
am apprised that six have been dispatched from the nearest .Sikh force to 
be placed at the disposal of that officer. 

I have, &c., 

George Ceerk, 
Agent to the Governor-General. 


No. 55.— Mr. Clerk to Captain Mackeson. 

November VI, 

Sir, —^The Durbar apprizes me that it has sent off ammuni¬ 

tion direct to Peshaw besides warning Koonwur Purtaub’ Singh, and 
llaiab Goolaub Sing , ^ county, to comply with your 

requisitions. 

2. If money will sec , ^^^^y pj.jgg^ convey to General 

Sale’s force, through of the tribes, with whom you may think it 

best to negotiate ®,delivery, whatever ammunition you obtain either 
from General Avitabue,^ Colonel TuUoch’s advance party. 

I have, &c., 

G. Clerk, 

Agent to the Governor-General. 
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No. 56.— Lieutmalii-Cohixel Tulhch,, comrmndtng tlie Convoy, to 

Mr. Clerk. 

Buna Moltcajan, November 27, 1841. 

StR ,—I have the* honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
23rd instant, recommending the immediate dispatch to Peshawur of the 
ammunition under my cliarge. In rejdy, I beg to inform you that Lieu¬ 
tenant Liptrot, of tlie 3rd- Irregular Cavalry, will proceed to-morrow 
morning towards Peshawur, in charge of those stores, which he will 
deliver over to the escort tliat may be dispatched by Captain Mackeson, 
Assisftmt Political Agent, to receive charge of them. 

Lieutenant Lijitrot will then proceed with his Rissaluh, by easy stages, 
to Peshawur. 

1 have, &c., 

J. Tuutocii.’ 

No. 57.— hkatcnant-Coloncl Tulloch to Mr. Ckrk. 

Camp, Parehwalla, December 3, l84l. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report tlic arrival, at this place, in progress 
to Afrglianistan, of the detachment under my command, as noted below. 
It may be proper to add that we were detained by heavy rain, at Noee 
Wall.ah, on the 1st instant. 

4th Conijiany 6th Battalion, Artillery; 60th Regiment Native Infantry. 

5th Company Sappers and Miners. ,64th ditto ditto,. 

1 have, 8 m;-. 

J. Tulloch. 

No. .58.— Mr. Clerk to Major-Genrral Boyd. 

Lnodiana, December 2, 1841. 

Sir, —I having had the honor to r(!c.oIve frean the Aiding Adjutant-Ge¬ 
neral of the army, a statement of the reinforcements which his Excellency 
the Comnaander-in-Chief has ordered to be put in motion for the purpose 
of forcing the Khyber, I beg leave to slate to you, that 1 would not now 
wish that the 3rd troop, 2u(I brigade. Horse Artillery, should move from 
the British frontier, on my requisition ; though I do not propose, in con¬ 
sequence of this information, to request Lieutenant-Colonel Rich to recal 
the order for the intended march hence of tliat troop to-morrow, in pro¬ 
gress to Ferozepore. 

I have, 8tc,, 

G. Clerk, 

Agent to the Governor- General. 

No. 59.— Cajdain Mackeson to Mr. Maddock. 

Futlelighur, November 2^, 

Sir, —Our'last letters from Cabool date on the 14th instant, and from 
Jclln!hbad*the 21 st instant. Since then we have a rumour very prevalent 

J 
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nt Pushowiir, that onr troops at Cnbool gained a coflSplete victory over thjp 
rebels on the 16th or Another rumour also preyails, that the Ko- 

huiies lind managed to conduct water so as to flood the cantonments near 
the Bagh-i-shab, ami (hat the st^arcity of grain at Cabool was such, that 
not only onr troops, but the people of the city also, were likely to suffer 
from it during the cold season. Al .Icllalabnd also grain is eveiy dear 
and scarce. Our tr!to]>s at Cabool and Jelialabad are said to be in no 
danger from the attacks of (lie hostilcc O.0I00S, who now cease, to come 
near them in ^'ery large bodit-s : but their position must still Ito consider¬ 
ed as imminently critical with refereuce to the want of provisions and the 
roads continuing interruiiteci. Jveitlic'r have* we any intelligence' from 
(“iinelaliar Iwyond a rumour, that llm rising has bee'ii as ga'ueu'al ther.« as 
in this part of the comitry. 

2. The Pesliawnr te'iritory will sn])ply provisions ; but without a large 
force to kc'Op open our eemiinunieatiens. the.se jtrovisious cannot reach 
Cabool or Jelialabad. The brigade of native troops now on its way from 
Ft*rnzej>or(e and Loodiuna, ineumbereel as it is with 8 lacs of treasure* 
and eoinmi.ssariat .sloiv.s, can do little. The Kliylier J’e.ss has been dosed 
for the last 10 days. All Musjid, whieli will be of vital iuiportane'.c lo us in 
forcing the pass, still reanaius iirour {lossession, .'iml we shall endeavour to 
kc'cpit, till our troops arrive;, a ( all hazards ; biitthe iiisurreci ion has bee'll so 
g-erie-ral, that the Afreedee tribes are; not to be eontrolied by the Bialiks, 
and we can place no ele pendonee 011 them. When tlie brigade arrives at 
Peshawur, 1 purpose to lc*ave most of tlie treasure at Pesliawnr ; and 
such stores and araiminition as are; necessary lo the troojis at Jelialabad 
can be sent by the Sitlaree Hoad, while' the brigade will take only its own 
baggage, and march tlirongh tiie Kbyher to .lellalahad. One re'gimeiit 
of Native Infantry and Caplain I'Vrrisi Jezailehee; eorjis might suflici; lo 
garrison Jelialabad, whilst three Native? regiments and one? re'giinent of 
Europeans jiroce'od to the ri'liel’eif the troops at Cabm'l. 'i bis will, how¬ 
ever, only be a ymrtia! n'li<-f. We shall reepiire; a larger body of troops 
to restore matte'Ts to (heir (brme'r statt-, ami the* more troops are necessary 
because (he eirmy must be mi.i dy sairiiHed with provisions Irom (his side; 
of Khyker, ami our eounmmic.'tions mast be kept open at all risk. 

8 . The neeessity of seutiii'!' 11 j> mi oi erjiowe l ing foree must be obvious 
when it is reinembcred that (he wiieie populalioii, with e'xe('])tiein to tli<’ 
Tajik cultivators, has risen against ns. At the a]i])roaeh of onr Irc'ups 
they will all nilheiruw their fainil'e's from the villages in tin* jdains, and if 
we have a snadl force wc shall have to bght our way against tin; whole; 
am;ed people, but H’ onr stn'ugili i.s jail i'urtii in full vigour, tlie* jvi'Ojile 
01 ' (he eonntry, seeing (he hojiek.ssness of rcsis{ane<', will by degrees 
renew the ir intereourse witli us, and re'ti'rn to (heir villages. 

4 To kee']) u]) our cone.;; .oiient ions (lirongli Camlaliar,'a large force 
will be m;ee;ssary, but (lie same fort'e will enable ns to obtain a ezimraand 
of the pass which it will not be in tin* power of (he; Afreedees again to 
disturb. Towers require to be built at regnlta' intervals from the east¬ 
ern entrance i)f the pass to Ali Musjid, and a strong mud fort itiiiat- 
be eonstrircted at tlie toji*of the Laiidi Khana Pass near Lobargi, where 
we have sunk wells. 'J’he present system of paying the Afreedees has 
been fonml not to answer at the time of iieed^ hcitlier have hostages been 
found of use to us. 'I'he sons and brothers of the Maliks of the Gakha- 



59 


keeil and Sepai . tribe were with me, and the Gakhakheil tribe were the 
ftrst. to attack Ali Musjid. The son of tlie Mahomed chief Saadat Khan 
was with me, and his fatiier.ied a ^orce against L;»J})iira. . When we have 
posts built in the pass liiat can be held, we may, to a limited extent, pay 
the tribes and take hostagtfs from them with more success. 

5. It is fair to observe that the Afreedee Maliks have not hitherto 
williogl)* acted against us. The first disturbance in the Kiiyber was 
caused by Captain Ferris’ withdi’awal of the po.,is at Lundi Ivliana and 
IJaftchab. Tlie ()oloos proceeded to invest Ali rdusjid and had cut off 
the water, and Imt for tiie active inteifereuce of tiie IMaliks on my 
reinonstraiices and threats, migiit soon have got possi'ssiou of tlu! fort.. 
The Afrocdecs who fled from Gundaimick sjiread reports in Tira that 
all the Feriiigees had been murdered at Cabooi ; the Ooloos oi'/l’ira rose 
as one man and came into the jiass. It has been with much didienby 
that the Maliks have sueeeisled in dispersing this multitude. The MaKks 
wish to jirosevve their allowanees, but the tribes are decidedly hostile to 
us. Their Moollas are prt-aehing again.st us, and the popular fwling is 
too strong for the Jlaliks to opiiose or re.slrain. 'I'lu) Maliks are now 
looking anxiously towards Cabooi ; shtinld our troops bt; successful tlicre 
the pass will be again open, but so long as the issue of events remains 
doubtful we cannot trust the Afreeilees. 'I'ho system, therefore, of 
jiaying the Maliks is Ibiind not to answer. Meanwhile I liave maJc 
temperarj' arrangements with the IMoolli Goris for opening the Tatar.a 
road, p,nd I have no doubt of our laang abh; to use tiie Ali .Kliana road 
wliieh is piraeticable for artillery, should the Kliyber continue eloKfd. 

1 also expect tliaf tlie (>i/eiiiiig of the Tatara lload will have mueli 
ctl'ect on the Airecdoes. 

(>. Major-General Sale has sent urgent requisitions on me for ara- 
mauition, supplies, and treasure. All tlie.se can bo supplied from 
Pesbawur, Imt there is risk of their falling into the hands of llie eneiri/. 

I have applksl to General Avitabile for 200 .Mlghati Imrscnien, wliose 
families are at Pi'siiawur ; and with the assistanee of these, and that I can 
rai.se iny.self. and the liorsemen of the Malioincd eliief Tiiribaz Khan ’at 
Calpura, and 400 Eiisofzye.s, 1 liOiie to bo able to I'orwaril ammunition to 
.lellahitwd. if not by Kiiyber by the Tatara road. 

7. Som-e days after receiving intelligence of the critical position of 
(lur trooj):. ;;t tlabool and Jeilalabfid, 1 called on the Sikh authorities here 
to fiirnisii me wiili 6000 men to mareli oil Jellalabad, being certain tb.it 
they had them not to furnish, tieneral Avitabile replied to the effect 
that tbei-e were few troops at Pesbawur, and that he required them all for 
the protection of the Peshawur territory. 

1 have, 

F. Maukeson, Poliliml Agent. 

No. 60.^— Mr. Clnrk to Mr. J} halt fork. 

V. Dectoiiher 4, ^ S ix. 

SiE,—I have the honor tb transmit a letter to your, address from 
Captain Mackeson, which that officer has euclo.scd to me for my inspec¬ 
tion. It has just reached me, and 1 forward it hence by «xp^^^s*. 



60 


2. I hare pointed out to Boo Gobiad Jus, for eommuaicatm to the 
SiWi I>url>.-u-, tlio inability manifested by Genend Avitafeile fo comply 
immediately with Captain Mackeson’s requisition, for a force of 6,000 
men to penetrate to Jellolabad. Although I shall ayail myself of this 
circumstance, in a letter which’I propose to-day to address to the Maha¬ 
raja, indicating again the necessity for every exertion on the part of the 
Durbar, for a powerful co-oper&tion with the Dritish troops proceoding 
to Peshawur, and for prompt attention to Captain Mackeson’s applica¬ 
tions for escorts, supplies, and ammunition, I do not consider it to be 
necessary at present, in addressing the Mahanija, to advert more parti¬ 
cularly to the consequences, respecting the Treaty, of General ’Avita- 
bile’s being unprovided witli the force called for by Captain Mackeson. 
The discussion of this subject now can answer no good purpose, because, 
since the long disregard of the terras of tla; Article respecting it, by the 
parties conc^erned, both Aflghans and Sikhs, it cannot present to the 
British Government any diffietdties in adjustment hereafter. 

I have, &c., 

G. Ct.F.RK, 

Agent to the (iovtrnor- General. 


No. 61.— Mr. Clerk to Captain Ak-mnder, eomma.nduuj Zrd troop 
2nd hrujade of Horse Artillery. 

December 4 , 1841 . 

Sni,—Having heard that it is possible the guns which his Excellency 
the Commander-iu-Chief has directed to move across flie frontier may 
not be ready to move so immediately as the passage across tlic Sutlej (if 
your troop, now in progress to Ferozepore, may be effected, I deem it to 
be advisable, adverting to the emergency of tlic occasion, to recommend 
that you, nevertheless, to proceed on,’ in anticijiation of the sanction of his 
Excellency to youf doing so by orders of the Major-General command¬ 
ing the division, issued at my request, provided that you can do so 
without crippling the means of marching re<iuisite for the artillerv which 
his Excellency has directed to be put in motion from the frontier, and 
which should follow as expeditiously as possible. 

I have, he., 

G. CnEHK. 

Agent to tJiv Governor-General. 


No. 62.— Mr. Clerk to General Sir, J. Nieolh. 

■ December 7, 1841 . 

Sib,— I do myself the honor to inform your Ettcellency that in consc- • 
quence of my receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 2nd instant, 
prohibiting the advance of Horse Artillery as a reinforcement to proceed 
to Affghauistan, I iiave apprised Captain Alexander, commanding tlie 3rd 
troop, 2nd brigade, now on its way to Ferozepore, and Major Iluisli, 
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commanding that station, that tliey, are to consider the request made by 
me for the advance of that troop to be withdrawn. 

2. In reply to the question contained in the 8th paragraph of your 
Excellency’s letter under acknowledgment, I beg leave,to state to your 
Excellency that I have offered no suggestions to the officer commanding 
the 60th and 64th, or to Lieutenant-Colonel Wild, either respecting the 
progress of those two regiments beyond Peshawur by themselves, or 
when they may be joined by the 30th aud 53rd. 

I have, ■ &c., 

G. Clehk. 

AgenU to the Governor-General. 


No. 63.— Tlie Governor-General of India in Conndl to General 
Sir Jaaper Nicolh, 

Fort William, December 15 , 1841 . 

Sir, —Upon reconsidering the latest intelligence which we have re¬ 
ceived, extending (though comprising no detailed particulars of facts) 
to the 18th of November from Cabooi aud to the 23rd of Novenib(!r 
from Jellalabad, and on a review of the large extent of available means 
which will be very shortly colhicted for the support of tranquillity with¬ 
in our own jirovinees, it has ajijiearcid to us likely, that on the discretion 
wdiich we requested your Excellency to exercise, in our dispatch of the 
5th instant, you will have determined to send on Her Majesty’s 9th Foot 
and a fifth native regiment to Peshawur, and to phuie Major-General 
Lumley in command of the force assembled on that frontiej. yVe beg 
to intimate to your Excellency, that if you should have come to that 
decision, it is one of which we would cordially ajiprove. 

2. The objects of the force collected towards Peshawur . would, as be¬ 
fore stated to your Excellency, be mainly those of detnonstration and 
strength upon tliat part of the Aflghan frontier ; but for these objects it 
may, as it seems to us on pur presentifcaformation, be advisable to employ 
two effective brigades under an officer of the high reputation and ability 
possessed by Ma,jor-General liumley. 

3. Should your Excellency have resolved to give effect to this arran¬ 
gement, we would commit to Ma.ior-Gcneral Lumley the politipal as well 
as military direction of ,pfoceedings within the tracts wherein he will have 
to act. The Political Agents, Captain Maegregor and' Captain Makeson, 
will place themselves in subordination to him, and will be guided by 
his orders. 

4. Your Excellency will cause a copy of this intimation to be sent to 

those officers by Mr. Clerk, if Major-General Lumley should proceed on 
this duty. ^ 

5. We shall hereafter communicate any detailed instructions which it 
may seem desirable to send, to Major-General Lulnley, if so employed, 
but he will, in the first instance,'be guided b/ the spirit of the dispatches 
addressed to your Excellency on the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th instant. The 
safety of the troops under Sir Robert Sale will, of course, be the- nearest 
and most prominent object of his care ; and he will hold himself iii such 



force towards tlie Gliilzic or other Pusses leading in advance, of Jellalabad 
to Cabool, (whicl) will l>e closed for the winter) ns circumstances will 
admit. 

6. If thei'e .should be n’o longer a qiiestioh of giving a support to the 
position of our troops at Cabool, and* tlie supply of a force in or in 
advance of tbe' Jellalabad Valley should be difficult and precarious, it 
will be for Major-General Ltuuley to decide wlictluir it will be expedient 
to remain in that forward .position,' in dej)endenee on tlie receipt of 
provision.s and material from the Feshawur territory, to the roads com- 
inunicating with it in ids rear. We sliould regard this as a matter to be 
rf^ulated entirely by bis military discretion, and on liis knowledge of 
the present political ends wliieh are contemplated by the Goverumeut. 

Wc liuve, &c., 

Ai^ckl.vnd , 

AV. W. Bikd, 

AV.m. Caskment, 

11. T. PaixcEi'. 


No. (!4.—.!//•. Jjfiilt/ui'ii /o f/ir Itt'suliIll/S k! Ih/th’rahuii, iMchnotr, 

Ivclurr, (hrnlior, Nixipoi'e, Ncixil, jlli/iioir, u/id Voininksioncr or 
io the Govcriioi'-iirxcrtil in Hijpooiana. 

Fort Willium, Dcremher Id, 1841. 

Sir, —In the present state of affairs at Cabool and at other points in 
Aflghanistau, you may feel it to lie of importance tliat you should be 
aiajuaiuted witli tlie probable nieuisiires and intentions of the Goveni- 
mimt, and t am accordingly directed to inform you that the immediate 
objects of the Goternoi'-Geiieral in (.’ouncil are to give every practicahie 
sujiport to our troops across the Indus, and at the same time to luaiuttiin 
the exliibltion of idcar and eoinientrated strength wiihin our otvii domi¬ 
nions. Measures have lieen already taken for the advance of troops in 
tlie direction of Pesliawur and Jtlla labad, and for gatlicring our forties 
in powerful and collected bodies, along the line of the .Sutlege and In¬ 
dus down to the sea, and, iieyond this, tlie public .authorities will, of 
course, be aware of the necessity of maintaining for a lime a system of 
more tiiaiyisual vigtir and vigilance tliroiigliout India. 

2. • It has been very satisfactiory that tliroiighoiit the course of the 
late cainjiaigns we have Iieen able to rely, and tliat we may now yet more 
eonfideiitiy rely upon tlic concert and co-oiieration of the Guveriunent 
of Lahore. The union tif the Britisii and Sikh Governments jiromises, 
under jiresenl circumstances, to become yet more close than befori', oiul 
the sincerity and notoriety of that union will afford a most powerl'ul 
guarantee for the trampiillity of India. 

3. It remains only that within our Indian territories and those of our 
dependent allies, we be watchful over every movement of miscliief, that 
Wo keep our forces in readiness for action, and be forward to rejiress de¬ 
cisively the least advances towards disorder. After a brief interval, 
when it is seen that our liand is prompt and powerful as lieretofore, any 
tendency to agitation, whicli may possibly, in certaut situations, be the 
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first effect of our present difficulties in Affglianistaii, may be expected to 
Kuteide.' 

4» In the event of further reverses iii tliat countrj', your language 
will, of course, still be one (»f calmness and confidence, such as is suited 
tor the stability and vast variety of our resources, and whatever may- bo 
the future policy of the Government towards Afighanistan, you may rest 
assured that it is and will continue to be the lirm resolution of his 
Lordship in Council, to umiutain uuim[)aired the niiiitary strength of the 
Government in the territories siiiyec.t to your political control, as w'ell as 
ill all other quarters of the empire. 

The Govcrnor-Gc-iieral in Council has judged it right to cnmniiiui- 
(•ato to you thus lunch of the pre.sont olijoets and judicy of Govcrmiieiit, 
and if any unportant change should take place wliicli it would lie 
necessary for yo.i to .know, tlie same will bo eomnuinicated for your 
iuformatiou and for the guidance of your eouduet in tlie dutii.'S entrusted 
to your charge. 

I have, &e., 

T. IT. Maodock, 

Sccrci(tn/ to the. Government of hulUt. 


No. 6').— Mdjor-Grneml Sir B. Sale to Major Craiiftv. 

JcUuhhad, Deeetnhe.r 1 , 1841. 

SiK,—:! liave to reipicst that you will acquaint the Commandcr-iii- 
Chief tliat the enemy continue to occupy a position amongst hills, at the 
distance of about t hree miles from this place. I liave reason tp believe 
th.it. tlieir ]iresent iiianbers do. not exceed 2,000, and tliey have not 
ventured on any serious movement since liie 14th ultimo. Daily,'liow- 
evi-r, lliey push forward parties iu advance, which direct a desultory fire 
of musijuetry ujioii tiie bastions and curtains to tiie north-westward. 
From Cabool our direct latest inteliigenee is tlie letter of the 18th 
ultimo, from Major-Geuenil Eljihiiistoue (eojiy of wliieii was trails^ 
initted wiih mine of tiie uhioio.) .‘V sjiy, however, wlio 

visited the eneinv's camp reports to ii.s that tiny tiiere dtseribe the situ¬ 
ation of tlie i'eriiigees at the capital as similar to our own in Jellalabad, 
iueaiiiog that, tliey are invested, subject to petty attacks, and uuxionsly* 
awaiting re!iiforeemeii<.s and suiqilies. Wc sliall, indeed, be. well pleased 
to hear tiiat their jia.-iition is not more uiifiivorable than our own. 
Captain Mackcsoii writes its, that he has eontiimed to throw provisions 
into Ali Miisjid. and exjicets to be able to add a reiiiforeemeiit . of 
Kiisofzyes. l ie likewise informs us, tiiat one negiioeut of Native lufautry 
was to leave Foro/e])ore oil the 19th ultimo,'and another on the 20th, 
and a third to march from Loodianali on the 2lst. We trust, if provi¬ 
sion can bo obtained, that both the fitree at Ctiitool, and we tit Jellalabad, 
may l>e enabled by God’s blessing, to maintain oursclve.s until the arrival 
of tl'.cse troops, should they be here early hi January, but 1 must beg of 
you to make known explicitly to his Excelleiiey, my opinion that the 
crisis in Afighanistan demniids much larger reinforcements than this, and 
tliat European Infantry and Dragoons ouglit to form a part of it. 1 
eousider also the present artillery, iu the eastern part of the country. 
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viz., two batteries, to be insufficient; I would recommeiid that a third 
be added without delay, which ought to consist of 9-poundef8. I would 
also remind you that the wliole of the camp equipage of the force now 
under my command, with the exception of the hospibil tents, and one 
.single Sepoy pall of the 3,5t}i Regiment, has been destroyed, having be& 
left in charge of the irregulars at Gundamuck, whUse defection has 
been already reported. If also it be the intention of Government to subju¬ 
gate the provinces now in a state of universal revolt, it is to be remarked, 
that there are, in this, immediate vicinity, besides the strong place of 
Lughman, • other forts which cannot be breached wthout the aid of siege 
artillerj’^, or reduced without a complete engineer establishment, guided by 
the most skilful officers. ♦ 

I take this opportunity to annex a return of my force.* 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale. 

No. SQ.—Major-Grneral Sir Ji, Sak to Major Craiffie. 

Jellalahad, December 2, 1841. 

Sib, —I have to request the favor of your informing the Commander- 
in-Cliief, that the enemy, who bad for some days annoyed my garrison, by 
sending forward parties to open a desnltory fire on our soldiers labouring 
on the works, appeared in force yesterday morning, closely environed the 
northern and western faces, and partially surrounded the wliole place. 
A desire, under present circumstances, to re.serve our ammunition, would, 
perhaps, have induced me to tolerate this audacity sornewliat longer ; but 
as these continued attacks had at length the effect of compelling our 
peo])le to suspend their .exertions to complete the parapets, and as the 
reports of our spies iiidicated an intention on tlie part of tlic rebels to 
establish mines under the scarp of our defences, (a species of operation 
in which some Khails of this country are exceedingly skilful) I determined 
to remove them by a sally to a more convenient distance. I there¬ 
fore formed a colujhn within the Cabool gate, consisting of 300 of the 
13tli, 300 of the -Soth, a detachment, of Sajipers and Jezailcliees, two 
gims of No. 6 Light Field Battery, and tlie whole of the cavalry. I 
placed this force under tlie immediate command of l.ieutenant-Colonel 
Dennie, , purposing to superintend the operation myself from the ramparts. 

On the gate being thrown open, the column advanced at a rapid pace, 
and then, according to my previous instructions, the sappers diverging to 
the left, swept the whole space in front df the walls in that direction, and 
moved towards the rocky paounds on the right of the main road from 
Cabool. The security of the other flank was in like manner provided for, 
by a company of the 35th being extended facing towards the river, wiulst 
the cavalry had been ordered to follow, the track of the main column, 
thou forming and wheeling to their left to intercept all fugitives on the 
plain in that • quarter. These movemeuts were made in uninterrupted 
, succession, and with great spirit, and an animating cheer burst from our 
soldiers the moment they found themselves beyond the walls. The 
enemy iioured their fire upon Colonel Dermic’s column as soon as it 
debouched, but dismayed by the unchecked sjieed of its advance, broke, 
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ond deserting the ruined forts in their rear, fled across the plain ob¬ 
liquely towards the river. They were promptly and hotly pursued up to 
its bank by the Jezailchees and the skirmishers of the 13th ; and Captafn 
Abbott ))ushing his gntiS at the gallop up to a point which commanded 
the stream, formed battery, and completed the deroute. His practice 
hero was excellent, and the enemy sutt'cred visibly and severely from his 
round shot and shrapnell. Many of them fell under his fire and that of 
the infixnf !•}' and irregulars, and many rushing into the river, and missing 
the ford in their consteniatiou, got into deep water, and were swept away 
and drowned. The cavalry also successfully sought an opportunity of 
charging on the hu’cl, and once more found ample employment for their 
sabres. The sappers too, surprised, by a sudden onset, a mass of the 
floloos, which was moving on apparently with the intention of operating 
against-tlic soutliern front of the walls, and dispersed them with slaughter. 
Tlie enemy now were in panic fliglit on every side, and tlic reserves hav¬ 
ing been st(-adily reformed, the work of douiolishiog tlie walls of old forls 
which liad afforded cover to petty assailants, was conimenced. , 

The efl’eet of I his sudden and unexpected l)]ow lias Ireen electrical. 
Tlie iii.mrgciits have not only fled from the near holds of the Zilne Urbol 
and two others, in wbieli llie Cirliiljce cliicfs llzeez Klian and Gool Mahomed 
and Golaiu Jon, son' of the revolted Urz Bezie, had taken up theii- 
quarters, hut retired from the wliole line of the Cliar Bliag forts, and only 
rallied at Unir Kliail, at tlie cautious distance-of twelve miles from our 
rajiiparts. Tlie latest information is to the effect, tliat the rebel com¬ 
mander has demanded a strong reinforcement of horse from Cabool as 
mi indispensable condition of his making any furtlier attempts against 
ii.s. Our loss lias fieeii trifling beyond calculation or liope. 

I liavc, &e., 

R. Sale. 


No. 67 .—Captain Mochc.Sim to Mr. Clerk. 

Fullyghur, December 2, 1841. 

Snt,—On receipt of copy, of Sir W. 11. Macnagliten’s letter to the 
address of Cajitain Maegregor, dafed Cabool, 18tli November, 1811, 
(u copy of which lia-s been forwarded to you) in which I am desired- “ to 
ask for aid from the Sikhs under the treaty, and to urge Government to 
send a.s many troojis into this country, and as sjjoedily as possible,” I 
lost no time in again calling on General Avitabile to send five or six 
tliousandmen to Jellalabad. General Avitabile consulted with the com¬ 
manding otticers of the four Mussulman Auxiliary Battalions now at 
Pesliawur. Tliese orticers made objeetioiis to ordering their men to 
march. The principal were, l.st. That the four Battalions could not ■ 
parade more tliiin 2,200 fighting men fit for service ; that this small body 
i-ould not make its way to Jellalabad. Tliat on reaching Lalpura it 
Would bo surrouiideil hy overpowering numbers of the Ooloos. 2ndly, 
Tiiat there were no troops at Peshawur, either for the protection of 
Pesliawur in their absence, or to march to their sujqiort, and that their 
supplies would be cut off. flrdly, Tbiit when they last marched with our 
troops towards Cabool, after passing Kliyher, tlieir own Government took 
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no measures to provide for them, although Konwur Kharall Sing and 
Nao Nehal Sing were then at Pesliawur with 40*000 men, and that when 
they applied to Colonel Wade to be supplied from the Company’s godowns* 
they were told that they must look to tlieir own Government to provide 
for tliem ; what hope, therefore, could they now have that they would 
be supported, when there were no troops at Peshawur ? Further, that 
one of the Nujib Battalions had been completely annihilated in the Kliyber 
Pass, and no measures taken, either by the Sikh or British Government 
to save them. Finally, tliat the promises of extra pay made to them had 
never becni fulfilled, and that, although the semblance of discipline was 
stLQ kept ui) in the Sikh Army, it was well known that the Sej)oys no 
longer obeyed, or had any fear of their officers, and they feared that these 
battalions, if ordered to march to Jcllalnbad, would break out into 
open mutiny, an event which might encourage the Afighan tribes round 
Peshawur to imitate the example of the tribes at Cabool. 1 had offered 
General Avitabile to pay the troops a gratuity of two months’ pay, or 
20,0C!P rupees, if they would march towards Jellalabad 4,(X)0 strong, and 
this had been made known to the Commandants. 

I have no fresh intelligence from Cabool. Mulla Najaib, the pensioner 
of the British Government, returned to Peshawur from Cabool a few days 
ago. lie was in Cabool up to the action of the 14th, and there had been 
no action since : but friends of his, who had left Cabool eight days later 
than he had, told him that the Caboolcf's were meditating another attack 
on the cantonment troops, and were waiting the arrival of those Ivolus- 
tanies who had hitherto been held in check, and occupied with Ihe 
Goorkha corps, Mulla Najaib states, that there had been four great 
actions, m all of which our troops had been successful, and he exjtressed 
great admiration of our mode of fighting ; he compared the sallies of our 
troops with their artillery to the thunder Hash, rapid, and carrying des- 
tnietion wherever it alighted. 

I desired Mulla Najaib to draw out an account of w'hat he had seen 
and heard, which I will send you on some future occasion. I learn from 
him, that on the first outbreak, the Shah sent his own battalion, under 
Mr. Campbell and Nizamood Dowlah, to seize the rebels in the city ; but 
after a great struggle, and much loss, they failed. Ilis Majesty also 
entreated our troops, who had been marched to the Balia Hissar, to go in 
support of his own ; Imt they pleaded that their orders were to remain 
in tlic Balia Hissar, and m-ar his person. Captain Skinner was seized by 
the rebels in the shop of a seller of wood, where he had been com^ealcd 
some days. He is now made to read any letters of ours that fall into 
their hands ; there is also a son of Cazi Mulla Htissan, educated at 
Loodiaua, who is in the city of Cabooli who reads these letters. 

A detachment of 3(X) men coming up to Cabool from Ghuznee, is said 
to have been annihilated by the Warduk tribe. Another detachment of 
Afighan Dooranee Horse of similar strength to the above, bringing up 
the Zamin Dawar prisoners from Candahar towards Cabool, hud been 
overpowered on the other side of Ghuznee in an engagement with the 
tribes. An European officer commanded ; but he reacdied Ghuznee 
with a few horsemen in safety. The troops at Ghuznee are said to have 
put to death two of the principal Atfghans in the city there. No dis¬ 
aster is mentioimd by Mulla Najaib, as having occurred to the garrison 
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there, and there is reason to hope tiiat our troops will weather the storm 
much better at Caudahar than at Cabool. 

I have, &c., 

F. Mackeson. 
Political Agent. 


No. 68.— Mr. Clerk to Mr. Mnddock. 

December 10, 1841. 

Sir, —I have the honor to transmit a copy of a letter to my address 
from Captain Mackeson, dated the 2nd instant. . 

2. It is fortunate, I think, that circumstances prevented the execu¬ 
tion of Captain Maekeson’s intention of dispatching 4,000 Sikh troops, 
unsupported, towards Jellalabad. In the best days of the Sikh army 
they would have been worsted in that undertaking befortf they had 
accomplished one marcli, and at ^^u(•h a time as this, affording the 
Khylierrees a means of triumph is jteenliarly to be deprecated. 

I have, &c., 

G. Clerk. 

Agent to the Goiiernor- General. 


No 69.— Captain Mackeson to Mr. Clerk. 

Peshavmr, December 4, 1841. 

Sib,—I have the honor to forw.ard, for the information of Goverumeuf, 
Persian letters, as jier margin*, which may convey some idea of tin' spirit 
and motives that actuate the movers of the present insurrection at Cabool, 
and throughout Aifghanistan. The paijers may be depended upon as 
authentic. 

2. Our open enemies are now the Barukzais, that is, the Dooranee 
and Kazilbash Khawanui, and the Kohistanis and Ghilzais have cliosen 
Mahomed Zuman Khan, as temporary ruler : Nawab Jabar Khan is his 
Minister, Sliawishoodcn Khan Sardar, and Arainoolla Loghari Naib. 
Shah Shooja, wlio is now, of necessity, and to all appearance on our side, 
is in the llulla Hissar, with Mahomed Oosman his Vizier, and Syed 
Mohained Khan Paghinam. It is fortunate for us that the Barukzais head 
the rebellion, as we are thereby sure of the Shah. His Majesty from 
what I can gather from respectable nativeij arriving from Cabool, had 
not altog(4her escaped the imputation of favouring the rebels in the 
outset. After the murder of Sir Alexander Burues, when the rebels 
were committing further excesses in the cit)'. His Majesty first sent his 

* No. 1. From the Cabool Khawanur to the Afreedee chief. 

No. 2, From the leaders among the Ghilzie, I.ugUman Kliogani, and Shinwary 
rebels to the Shinwaris of Khjber. • 

No. 3. From Fouz Mahomed Khan, nephew of Nizam Odonlah to Aboul Ilahim 
Malikzar, the officer.of Shah Shooja with Captain Mackeson at Peshawur. 

No. 4. From Abdo61 Kumeeni Jo bis father Abdool Kahim Khan Maligar, tin; 
Shah’s officer with Captain Mackeson at Peshawar. 

K 2 
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own troops to quell the disturbance there, with Mahomed Sharitf Khan, 
his fafhcr-in-law, at their head. Mahomed Sharitf Khan had a parh'y 
with the leaders of the insurgents, Abdoolla Kiian and others, and remon¬ 
strated with them on their rising against the- English, to whom His 
Majesty was so much indebted, and who were moreover their guests. 
The rebel leaders declared tluiir determination to exterminate or expel 
the whole of the race of Katirs from Attghani.stan. On which Mahomed 
Sharin' Klian is repix'sented to luu e suggested to them the necessity of 
their choosing for themselves a head.’ Intimation had reached the Envoy 
and Minister of this overture having been made by Maliomed Sliariif 
Khan, on the part of the King, but His Majesty was not awaiv that he 
stood otherwise than fair wiili our people. The conference between 
Mahomed Sharilf Khan and tlie rel)els was broken otf by a cannon .shot 
discharged from our guns in the llala Hissar, wliieh f(^Il among the rebels, 
and killed several of them. They then turned upon the Shah's Iroejts, 
and drove them back to the Bala Hissar. Sir William Macnaghten, 
in telling me to urge Government to send as many troojis into this 
country, and as speedily as possible, is jtrobahly aware that hereafter we 
must stand no our strength, and act in our own name. 

3. The leaders among tlie Gliilzai Rhograni and Shinwari rebels,* 
Aziz Khan, Gul Mahomed Khan, and others, in writing to the Afreedees, 
and exciting them against us, after jioiiiting out that the wealth of a 
future world is much better thiiu the wetilth of this, :ind tlie only lasting- 
wealth, guarantee to them, in the name of the future King of Islam, 
whoever he. may be, the same allowances tliat they now receive from ms. 
From this it would appear, tlitd. Ahiwal) Mahomed /uinan Kb.!)!, though 
temjtortirily elected Chief, is not the King the rehels kive in eontetn- 
jdation. 

4. The Ghilzuw, and other rehels in Kingr.alitir. tifter ri'presenting our 
force at. Jellalabad as oidy 2,000 strong, ask the Afreodet-.s to send men to 
tlieir a.ssistance. The receipt of tJieir letter no doiihr has tendeii greatly 
to keep the jVtfeedei's on our sid(‘.. They do not fail to pereeixe liiat the 
crius(! must be weak, if all the tribes in Kingrtihar and the Gliil/.ies to boot, 
cannot manage 2,000 men without their assistuiiee. Aziz Khiin is res- 
ju-eseiited as delaying, and Barkal Khan on our .side, and tin? levies i-f 
the Oolloos arc su))ported by forced exai-tious from the ryots of the Govern¬ 
ment share of the jwoduce of the hind. The leaders, fearing to take tiie 
responsibility of eollecting the 1^011110 on themselves, Imve put up one 
Kliairvnllah, a [terson of 110 note, to make these exactions. Tims h;i\ <■ 
the reltels in Niiigrith.ar made tlieniselves eon tetri] )ti hie even in the iwes (>f 
their countrymen. 1 apprehend no danger to our troops at JelhJahad 
from such tidver.saries, A lirlgade of our troojis, when once ])itst the 
Khybcr, wall suHice to restore triunjiiillity in the Ningrahar valley. 

.I. Yesterday evening I received, from the Afreedec Maliks, a letter 
comniunieating the final determiiiafion of their .lirghii. They begged 
me to send any sujtidies T might wish to send to Ali Musjid, and tilso to 
smid sujiplies of grain llirongh the ptiss ; but as our froo])s liad not yet 
arrived in force, they lioi>6d 1 would save their jmrda by seiiding some 
troops, in the first instance, by tlie 'I'atara road, so th.al. they might be 
e.xeused in the eyes of their Mussulman co^intrymen, for having givt'ii us' 
a roiid when all other tribes were tigainst us. The Maliks will do mueli 
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to preserve tlieir allowances ; but they will not be altle to- control tlioi)- 
tribes if the latter ttiink they are able to stop our troops. 1 shouKl, 
however, have no hesitation in advanciii}? through the pass with tlu; four 
native battalions now oi their way here : and the etfeet of our tro<ips 
HiTi\ing at Jellalabad would be so beneficial to our interests at Cabool, 
liiat 1 think no delay should occur in jmsliitig them on, jirovided this 
can be done without ri.sk. The Bialiks of Kliyher say, that w'heu our 
troops arrive, they will write to the Ghil/ies and oilier trifles in Nin- 
grafiar, to say that they alone are not able to oppose ns, and to re.juest, 
if they wisli to close the road, tliat they will themselves come and do it. 

I have, Stc., 

F. M.vckksov, 


Xo. 70.— J\Ir. CItrli h) Voptiun Muchesou. 

Ueectmhcr I'2, 18 - 41 . 

Sir,—1 have tlielionor to ticknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
-ttli instant, a copy of wliicli, with it.s inelosures, will be forwarded to 
(io\ emmeiil. 

2. 1 eoneiir in ojiiuioii with you that no delay.sliouhl oeeiir in push¬ 

ing on to .lelhilabad the four Regiments of Native Infantry now on their 
mareli to iVsIuiwnr. provided, its you observe, tliat this ctm fie done w'illi- 
ouf any risk. Jellalabad must stand greatly in need of iiinnninition ain! 
money, and the etfeet on affairs tit (.hibool, of tlie arrival of reinforeenients 
at Jctl:il«bad, will, in all prolitibilily, he very favonnifile. Riit you will 
doublless i-onsider that the first reinforeement jiroeeeding to .leihihiliad 
will have elnirge of large quantities of siipiilies and stores. Therefore, this 
risk on one lunid, anil the nntilily of waiiling for the second brigade on 
the other, must lie judged by, :ul;I deiiend upon yoiir knowledge of the 
intentions, and means of co-ojieration or resi.stanee of tlie tribes ujion the 
mul under your charge. 

1 am informed liy Maharaja Sliere Sing tliat Rao Ivesree Sing has 
bi-en flis])atelied from Lahore by dawk, to take charge of some troops that 
are inarehing iqion l\ shawur to eo-o)iera1e with the Rritisli troops. \'ou 
will he so good as to let me know when he arrlv«‘s, and to keej) me in¬ 
formed of the assi.stance of any kind atibfded b) General Avifabile, as will 
.IS by Rao Kesreo Sing. 

I. Captain Lawrence lias been directed by me to join you by forced 
oiarehes, and you can devoUe on him any local duties, eoiine<4ed witli 
tlie Sikhs, arising out.of tliese disturbances, for which at jiresent you 
may not be able to find time. 

. I have, &e., 

G. R. Clkuk, 

Aijent to (he Governor-C> mend. 
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IS. Captain Mackeson is awai-e of two passes by whicli the Khyber 
can b(! turned ; the Coinniandcr-in-Chief would have you be cautious in 
having two lines of operation, unless they are so near that the firing niay 
be uiiitually hefird, and paths of comnuuiication be available. The adop- 
(ioii of either of these new lines must be a subject on which to exercise 
your judgment. 

■ 14. Mr. Clerk prepared last year, a paper of hints to olficers passing 
throngii the Punjaub ; no doubt you lia\ e been furnished with a copy. 

In conclusion, his Excellency directs me to ask fi>r an acknowhsdge- 
meiit of this dispatch, and fora report of your proceedings, at least every 
second day, whilst you are acting independently. 

Concerning Sikh afiairs and Sikh troops, you will communicate freely 
with Mr. Clerk and Captain Mackeso»i. 

1 have, &c., 

P. CuAlGIE. 

No. 73 .—General Sir Jasper Nieolk to the Gooerrior-General of 

India ill Vouneil. 

Camp, hvo marclu’s north of Affra, I)i'.remhcr'\2, 1841. 

Ml' LolU),—I have been Honored by the receipt of a dispatch from 
your Lordship in Council, dated 2nd inst., containing instructions for 
myguidiince in certain points, and your Lordshij/s views and wishes upon 
others, arising out of the late unlooked-for events in Afighanistan. 

2. It giv<>s me much jdeasure to think, tlwl your Lordsliip’s direc¬ 
tions, touching the ccncentratiou of an efl'eelive brigade, have been anti¬ 
cipated. The leading Regiments ((iOtli and(J4tli) will reach Pcslntwiir 
on or about the 2(jth instant, and tlu^ second division, under Brigadier 
Wild, in eight day^s after. This brigadit, and the details of ^rps pro¬ 
ceeding with it, somewhat exceeds 4,d()t) men. 

.‘J. J have the honor to trausinit a copy of the instructions which were 
vesterday forwarded to Brigadier Wild. Vour*Lordsliij) in Council will 
observe that I have c.ircfully fidlowed the orders conttuned in the dispatch 
of the 2nd inst. ; adding such suggestions and cautiojis as his jiosition, 
and the state <d' alfairs at Jellalabad, on the 27th ult., seemed to requir(!. 

4. I trust th.at your Lordshiji in Council will aj'prove of my 
desiring the BrigaUi(!r to act ou his own decision, and consequent 
(■('sponsibility ; and I have particularly freed him from orders from 
..Majiw-Gcncrai Sir Robert Sale. Brigatlier 'Wild will weigh the 
advantages more calmly than Sir Robert can be expected to do. 

. .4 sket'rii of the Khyber Pass is now preparing by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Garden, for the Brigadier’s use, and will lie dispatched to-day. 

1). A’o a<lvancc from Jellalabad to Cabool will be authori/,('d, or even 
(aieonraged, by me, uidess under the circumstances alluded to in the 
dist>ateh now acknowledged. 

7. Referring to the 6th article of my instruction.s, I trust that your 
Lordship in Council will thkik that there is little probability oliuny want 
of anillery for the use of this brigade. Re,specting cavalry, I beg to 
s!iy, that 1 did. not consider it prudejit to send the 10th Light Cavalry, 
wiiolly or in partwe can ill spare that Regiment, and if the Sikhs were 
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Khyber Pass they would very greatly increase the line of march, and 
require at every yard the protection of infantry. 

8 Her Majesty’s 9th Foot will not be at Ferozeporc until the 28th 
instant, and I think that I shall, before the 25th, clearly see whether 
that corps and the 26th Native Infentry should be ordered forward or 
not. Their presence at FeroiSepore will probably have a very good 
effect, but I shall not send them unless I firmly believe that what it 
may be necessary to do cannot be done without their aid. 

9. Your Lordship will have observed that two 9-pounders and a 24- 
pounder howitzer are preparing to cross the Sutlej with the 9th Foot. 

10. I am'much flattered by the confidence reposed in me by Govern¬ 
ment, and shall not lose sight of the caution contained in the 4th 
paragraph, relative to the passes leading to Cabool. 

11. Being in daily communication with Mr. Clerk, who had on the 
5th instant no apprehension of any want of cordiality, or good faith, on 
the part of the Sikh ruler, or nation, I have not yet warned the regiments 
wliich I should collect to form an army of observation. To this I have 
been led as well by a desire to avoid giving alarm, as by considerations of 
expense. The corj)s which are advancing towards the frontier shall, 
however, be ordered to retain their establishments. 

12. Retaining Ferozepore and Loodiana as ray outposts, I should 
collect 8,000 men at or near Munsoorpore, midway between them and 
Kurnaul. 

13. Should Government desire to have these troops drawn together 
at once, or even placed on their field establishment, I beg your Lordship 
in Council to signify your pleasure to that efiect. 

14. I have not availed myself of the permission to move Her 
Majesty’s 31st Foot to Meerut or Kurnaul, for the reasons given in 
paragraph- 11, but I shall do so at once, if the 9th Foot should cross 
the Sutifj. 

15. Her Majesty’s 39th Regiment will be a most important and valu¬ 
able reserve ; it may not, however, be wanting, and I hope it will not be. 

16. Your Lordship will observe that I have already called upwards 
the 73rd and 15th Regiments, replacing them by nieams of the 17th and 
46th Regiments, which have been halted on their march to Barriw.kpore. 

17. I have already had the honor to report that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sutherland at once yielded to iny request that a regiment might be spared 
from Nusserabad, and the 55th is now on its march to Kurnaul. 

1 have sent a copy of the instructions to Mr. Clerk. 

I have &c., 

J. Nicolls, 

No. 74.— The Governor-General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

. Fort yt^iUiam, December 20, 1841. 

Sir,—Y our dispatch of the 12th instant, in reply to our communica¬ 
tion of the 2nd instant, has been received and carefully considered, and 
we return your Excellency thanks for the ptorapt and able manner in 
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which you have proceeded to carry into effect the wishes of the Govern¬ 
ment. 

2. We entirely approve the tenor of the instructions which have been 
addressed by your Excellency’s orders to Brigadier Wild. 

3. We only feel disposed to regret that your- Excellency was only 
able to attach so very small a number of cavalry to the first division of 
the brigade. For though the advance of cavalry through the Khyber 
Pass might be difficult, or dangerous, circumstances might occur on the 
march and on this side of the pass, in which the presence of this arm 
would be highly useful. 

4. It occurs to the Governor-General in Council, to suggest to your 
Excellency that it might be very proper to authorize Brigadier Wild to 
employ, in cohnc'ction with his operations for the security of the Khyber 
Pass, a sufiieient number of Jczzailchees of the Eusofzye or other tribe, 
upon whom it may seem likely that dependence could be placed. 

5. Exjicrience appears to show that the use of weai)ons, such as are 
wielded by this class of the Affghan soldiery, would be of groat value in 
aid of the ordinary arms of our trooi)s in all operations in mountain 
defiles. Brigadier Wild, in communication with Captain Maekeson 
would, it may lie hoped, bo able to make a selection of some trust-worthy 
men of this description, and would be able to judge what-number of them 
he could hope to employ with benefit, under the near control either of his 
own force, or of British officers who might be qiudilicd to cotnmtiud 
them. Perhaps, after a little lime, some of our own Sopahees might be 
trained to the efficient use of tliis weapon. 

6. On the subject of pushing on the last division of the force ordered 
for Peshawur, including Her idnje.sty’s 9th Foot, with two 9-ponnders 
and a 24-pound howitzer, or detaining it on the Sutlege, we would leave 
it entirely to your Excellency, with the information which will have 
reached you before tlie end of this month, to decide on the course to be 
pursued regarding it. 

7. We ■ repose with perfect confidence on your judgment to decide 
upon the necessity of immediately drawing together the force alluded to 
in the 12th and 13th par.ngraplis of your dispatch. This must mainly 
depend upon the state of affairs in the Punjab, of which your Excellency 
will receive tho fullest and earliest information, and on which you are 
fully empowered to act, to the extent of placing the whole of the available 
force in the hiorth-Western Provinces in readiness to be concentrated or 
to be moved on any direction where their services may be required. 

8. It has occurred to us that it may he expedient to alter the 
destination of Her Majesty’s 39th Regiment from Cawnpore to Agra, 
in case of Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment being removed from the 
latter .station, and in that case your Excellency is requested to issue 
instructions to the officer in command of the 39th, which may reach 
him while passing through the Saugor district, where the roads to 
Agra and Cawnpore diverge, and in that case instructions will also 
be required by the Resident at Gwalior, and other political authori¬ 
ties, for the collection of •supplies on the road that passes through 
some of the Boondulah State.s, the Gwalior territory, and that of Dhal- 
pore. An intimation to this effect will be sent from hence to the Agents 
in Bundelcund, and the Saugor and Nerbudda territories, and the 
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Resident at Gwalior, so that they may be jirei)Med to meet any requisi¬ 
tion consequent on the change in the route of Her Majesty’s 39th 
Regiment. 

9. We have resolved that the recruits raised for the service of Shah 
Shouja by Captain Taylor, shall not be sent on to the frontier, but shall 
remain for the present at Cawnpore, and we have accordingly thought it 
proper to place that officei: with his levy at the disposal of your 
Excellency. 

We have, &c., 

Auckland. 

W. W. Bik». 

W. Casemknt. 

H. T. Prinsei*. 


No. 75 .—General Sir Jasper Nicolk to the Govemor-GcTtcral of 

India in Council. 

Camp Muttra, December 13, 1841. 

My Lord, —I had the honor of replying yesterday to the di.spatch of 
your Lordship in Council, dated 2nd instant ; on the morning of the 
10th your express of the 3rd instant was received, written al'fer tlie 
lamented turn of affairs at Cabool had been oflicially made known to 
your Lordship by Mr. Clerk. 

2. The injunction, now repeated, not to detach a second brigade’, 
shall be ever borne carefully in view ; although by a subsequent disjjatch 
your Lord.ship lias been pleased to permit me to' consult iny own 
judgment “ after a careful consideration of all circumstances by Mr. 
Clerk and myself, with a full knowledge of the views of policy, as at 
present entertained by the Government.” 

3. I shall, with great reluctance, order the advance of the.se two last 
regiments,.(Her Majesty’s 9th and 2Gth Native Infantry) but very strong 
doubts are entertained here whether the four Native Infantry corps can 
protect a considerable convoy through the Kliyber Pass. 

4. I beg to record my full and hearty eoncurrence in the resolution 
expressed-by your Lordsiiip in Council in the 3rd paragraph of your 
disiiatch of the 3rd instant, and of the instructions conveyed in that which 
follows, by which I shall, on all occasions, be guided. 

o. Your Lordship will observe, by the date hereof, that I have 
already made three marches towards Delhi, where I exjiect to arrive on 
the 21 St. 

fi. I have to thank your Lordship for the copy of the dispatch to Mr. 
Clerk of the 3rd instant, by which his future communications with tlie 
Government of Lahore are to be guided. 

7. Referring to the concluding part of the 1st paragraph of your 
Lordship’s dispatch of tlie 5th instant, I beg to say that 1 liave not 
received any information which requires me to hasten the concentration 
alluded to, concerning which my views were Wiplaiued in the lltii, 12th 
and 1.3th paragraphs of my letter of yesterday. 

8. I very, much regret that the state of Major-Genenll Ltimley s 
health entirely forbids tiie liojie of his being able to undertake the coui- 

L 2 
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mand of the troops advancing to Peshawur. If, therefore, the force i» 
raised to six regiments, I shall order Major-General Sir Edmund 
Williams to join my camp by dawk, and push him forward, as soon as I 
shall have furnished him with intructions, and amed him with all the 
information and advice which the known state of affairs at his departure 
may seem to require. 

1 have, &c., 

J. Nicoixs. 

No. 76.— The Governor-General in Council to the Secret 
Committee. 

Fort WlUiam, Janmry 9, No. 2, 1842. 

Honorable Sirs, —We have the honor to submit to your Committee 
by the opportunity now afforded by the dispatch of the India steamer 
direct to Suez (in addition to the ordinary news letters up to this date) 
the subjoined general precis of late intelligence regarding the north-west 
frontier of British India, since our dispatches of dates noted in the 
margin. 

2. But we m\ist solicit your Coinraitfee to remeinhcr that the 
documents from which this disj)atch is prepared, are generally of a private 
or demi-official character, for we have not received from the other side of 
Jellalabad any formal record to submit to your Committee. 

CABOOL. 

3. Lieutenant Conolly, in a private letter from the Bala Ilissar, dated 
27th November, describes the action of the 2.‘?rd of November in the 
following words :—“ The enemy rushed on in front and flank. I'he men 
became flurried, and came down the hill in a disorderly manner. The 
Cavalry charged home on the column, and had they not been checked by a 
party of Anderson’s Horse, there is no telling where the mischief may have 
ended. Our loss was great,—Oliver, 5th Bengal Native Infantry, 
Makintosh, 5th Native Infantry, and Laing, 27th Bengal Native Infantry, 
killed. Poor Walker has since died of his wounds. Many more officers 
were wounded. 

“ Mahomed Akbar Khan has arrived. The enemy’s force in Horse 
and Foot 10,000 or 15,000. The Envoy tried to negotiate. The enemy 
demanded the person of the King, and the immediate withdrawal of our¬ 
selves. This, of course, was not listened to. They assembled yesterday 
on the hilks, near Cantonments, but a snow-storm came on, and drove 
them off. Abdoolhah* is wounded, Meer Musjide dead. The cry, Ul 
Knqfar hlani% increases. 

4. Sir William Macnaghten Without date, (but supposed to be the 
8th,) writes to Captain Maegregor, commenting upon .the acts and wishes 
of the military, and proceeds to state that they had but three days’ pro-, 
visions for the troops, and nothing for the cattle,—that their comnluui- 


* The assasBin of Sir Alexander Burncs, the chief Of the Kohislanis. 
t I. e. Against the lufidelt. s;, 
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cations had been successfully intercepted,—tliat his Majesty was in tiie 
Bala Ilissar, with Lieutenant Conolly,—that the Chief of Lu^h'maii was 
almost the only Chief With the Shah,—and that they were anxiously look¬ 
ing for reinforcements from Candahar. He refers in this letter to the 
possibility of awapitulation, which, however, he would endeavour to put 
off to the last moment. 

5. On the 7th of December Lieutenant Conolly, writing to Captain 
Maegregor, mentions that for many days previously the Cabool force was 
not annoyed by the enemy,—that the latter tried negociation, requiring 
from the King that he should separate himself from us, and from the 
Envoy the person of His Majesty, whilst the Envoy attempted other 
terms, which proved abortive,—that for the three or four days iwevious 
to that on which he wrote, the rebels had tried all their force on the 
cantonment, with five guns at a long range, and their countless hosts of 
rabble, that they had gained great confidence by our inertness, having 
made approaches to within half-musket shot of the works, and mined 
and taken possession of a fort which was evacuated by our troops, and 
from which they coniiuanded the cantonment in some way,—that their 
numbers had decreased considerably,-, but their activity and courage had 
increased,—that they burnt tjie bridge within musket-range of the gate, 
and had occupied the forts and villages in the neighbourhood, thereby 
cutting oif all supplies. .Lieutenant Conolly adds that the King was 
very staunch, though deserted by ail bis followess ; and gives the follow¬ 
ing list of Oflieers wlio have bec.'n kilhid : 

Her Maj(!st.y’s 41tli Ihjgimeiif.—Colonel Matikercll; Captains Robinson, 
Me Creagb, iSwayne ; Lieutemuits Rabaii, Me Kay. 

5tli Kegimeut Native lutiinfry—Colouel Oliver ; Captain Mackintosb. 

37th llcgimeiit Native Infantry—Captain Westmaeolt ; Lieutenant 
Gordon. 

4th Irregular Horse.—Captain Walker. 

Officers' Names mho have been Killed, and were omitted in the foregoing List. 

SHlisbary, Manle, 'VVIiecler, Wondbiirn, killed near Ghuxnce 

Sliali’s 4th.—Captain Oodrington; Lieutenant W. ifroadfoot; Sir A. Bnrnes, 
C. Uurnes, Dr. Grant. 

Officers who have been Wounded. 

Majors Svrayne, Thain, Pottinger ; Captains tValsh, Paton. 

Artillery, Captains Eyre, Wall, Uaughton. 

6. In the annexed extracts of a journal, by Lady Sale, from tlie 19fli of 
November to the 8th of December, your Honourable Committee will find 
many details of events at Cabool; and to this, in the absence of more 
formal papers, we would invite the special notice of yom' Honourable 
Committee. 

7. Captain M.. tson reports to Mr. Clerk that a Persian letter was 
received on the 2‘'id December, by the Shah’s officer with Captain 
Mackeson, from K .adad Khan Afreedee. In this letter it is stated tJiat 
a letter had been received by some Moollah at Intaba, by tlie hands of 
his o^vn cossid, from a certain Dooranee at Cabool, the contents of which 
went to show that negociations were going on for the withdrawal of our 
troops, with tlieir arms, and artillery, and property ; for the grant of 
hostages from among the British for the safe return of Dost Mahomed 
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and his family to Affglianistan ; and arrangements amongst the Chiefii 
themselves for the sovereignty, the viziership, and the command of the 
army. 

JELLALABAD. 

8. Captain Macgregor writes, on the 5th December, that of supplies 
they had sufficient for two months’ consumption ; but ammunition was 
still a desideratum. They wfere, however, at the time of writing, toler¬ 
ably off. The Ghilzie chiefs were still in the neighbourhood, with a few 
followers only. It was then reported that they contemplated trying their 
luck again in a contest with our troops. 

9. Captain Macgregor again writes that they cannot move without 
abandoning their sick and wounded ; that since their action on the 1st 
of December, with tlu; Ghilzie and Shinwarree force, the Ghilzie chiefs 
had retired to Ummar Kheil, twelve miles distant from Jellalabad, where 
they remained with 300 of 400 followers ; aud it was said they were 
again attempting to collect followers. 

10. Sir Robert Sale mentions that his force at .Tellalabad had eleven 
guns and five mortars mounted on rhe works, and that incessant labour 
had put the place into a very respectable state of defence. 

11. On the 11th December Captain Macgregor re[iorts that he was 
not afraid of treachery within the walls, that he had turned out of the 
town all suspicious person.s, leaving only tradesmen and artificers,— 
having at the .same time established a market outside the walls, to which 
the villagers brought atta, sheep, fowls, grain, he. 

12. On the ^Oth Sir II. Sale writes that the chiefs were still at 
TTmmar Kheil, and were said to be disttirbed by dissensions among 
tliemselves, and between them and the rebel chiefs at Cabool. 

13. On the 20th and 21st Doeeinber Captain Slackeson despatched, 
by the two routes of Tattarra and Aktara, 50,000 rupees, to the troops 
at Jellalabad, with the escort before mentioned. 

KHYBER PASS. 

14. On the 10th December Captain Mackeson writes that there 
appeared to be no doubt that Mahomed Akbar Khan had arrived at 
Cabool, and that.he had sent l(!tt<>rs of an inflammatory nature to the 
Afreedee tribes, calling on them to close the Khyber Pass ; also to the 
tribes of Ningrahar, calling on them to unite and attack the force at 
Jellalabad. 

1.5. In his letter of the 11th of December Captain Mackeson further 
reports, that Mahomed Akbar Khan had sent letters of the above kind to 
all the chiefs and tribes from Cabool to Peshawur. Captain Mackeson 
added, “ Our enemies are contemptible in everything' but their numbers.’.’ 
Every tribe turns out’ its 10,000 or 12,000 men. 'riil'latest accounts from 
Peshawur state that the intelligence of negociations for our withdrawal 
from Cabool had caused much excitement among the Khyberees. 

16. In his letter of Deteniber 20th, Captain Mackeson states that 
the British dawks between Jellalabad and Peshawur continued to run 
without interruption, and regularly by the Tattarra road, and crossing 
the river at Lalpura. The grain which Captain Mackeson sent to Lid- 
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pijra*, both by the Tattarra and Akhbara roads, reached in safety. The 
transmission of money for the troops at Jellalabad had been unavoidably 
delayed for some days, but 50,000 nipees started on the 20th December, 
by the Tattarra road. Captain Muckeson had appointed his escort of 
horsemen, increased in number for the service to 100 men, and 100 
Aftghaii Horse of Peshawar, newly raised, in concert with the horsemen 
of Toorabaz Klian, to convey the treasure from Lalpura to Jellalabad, 
whilst from Peshawur to Lalpura, through the Tattai-ra Pass, there would 
be a detachment of Captain Ferris’s Jezzailchees, 120 strong, under a 
Native officer, and 300 Eusofzyes, newly raised, to accompany and pro¬ 
tect it. These men will remain at Lalpura .for some time, both, to 
strengthen Toorabaz Khan and to Oike charge of the stipplies now in the 
fort at Lalpura ; and of such other su])plies as Captain Mackeson might 
send hereafter. 

17. The Maliks were holding a council of their tribes as to whether 
they should be hostile or friendly ; but it was rumoured tliat they con¬ 
templated a renewed attack on Ali Musjid. 

THE PUNJAUB AND PESHAWUR. 

18. Captain Mackeson writes, under date the 20th December, that 
Dr. Ritchie, whom he had sent to Raja Goohiub Sing, and to Koonwur 
Pertab Sing, to remonstrate against their having removed boats from tlio 
Attok, had succeeded in getting tlie Koonwur to release them. Captain 
Mackeson adds, that the Mussulman Auxiliary Trooi)s at Peshawur had 
openly refused to leave their cantonments, and had placed their own 
sentries oi'cr their guns, from a fear of their being taken from them. Gra¬ 
tuities had been offered them, but without effect, and they decline going 
oven as far as Juinrood. General Avitabile had been told that' while 
Shere Sing had written to him to order tlie troops to move, and to move 
with them himself, the Maharajah had written a separate perwannah to 
'.he commandants, desiring *licm not to move, but Captain Mackeson 
(ave no credence to this charge of dnjjlicity, though tliere appeared to 
lim to be much wavcrii^ and indeciLaoii in the councils of the Durbar, 
fhc troops at first ordered to move on P<;shawur, Iiad been ordered to 
lalt on the road, but only till all our troops siiould have passed. 

19. The accompanying Lahore-akb.ir wu.s forwarded by Mr. Clerk in 
V letter dated 27th December. From this dispsrtch it appears the Dur- 
lar is making e.xertions to co-operal(! with the British troops at Pesha- 
vur, but that its power to do so promptly is considerably diminished by 
lisaffection in a portion of the army, which has latterly been inclining to 
he cause of the Sundhunwalla chiefs, and by Raja Goolaub Sing having 
>een debarred from going to Peshawur. 

20. This latter impediment Mr. Clerk lias thought it proper at this 
uncture to do his best to remove, as he is the only chief wlio retains due 
uthority over the Sikh troops, is a good and courageous General, and is 
he brother of the active Premier. 

21. Captain Mackeson reports, on the 22nd December, that the 
iikhs still refuse to move from their cantonments, and that he had again 


The post of the friendly chief Toorobnz Khan. 



80 


rnmonstmted with R^ah Goolaub Sing, and urged the necessity of his 
going to Peshawur with the Koonwur and his troops. 

22. These papers contain address from Mr. Clerk to Maharajah 
Shcre Sing and the Khurutah of the Governor-General to his Highness 
on the co-operation which his TIighness’s obligation by Treaty require 
him to afford’ at tliis period;' and an acknowledgment for the orders 
already issued by the Durbar. 

ghuzn'ee. 

23. The 27tli'Regiment of Bengal Native Infantry, under Lieut.- 
Colonel Palmer; is quartered at‘Ghuzn'ee, but we have no intelligence of 
tlie exact position of the garrison in rl^gard to supplies, or whether it has 
been attacked or not. 

KELAT-I-GHILZIE. 

24. We have reason to believe this post contains a garrison of 1000 
men, two 18-pounders, some 9 or 6-pouuders and six months’ supplies. 

CANDAHAR. 

2d; 'We learn from private communications of 11th December, 1841, 
that Lieutenant-Colonel McLaren’s Brigade returned to Candaliar on the 
] 0th December, after an unsuccessful atteinjrt to advance on Cabool. 
Emissaries from Cabool were trying to incite the Candahar provinces to 
rise. By the latest accounts, the people it appears liad removed their 
women, goods, and chattels from the town, in anticipation of troubled 
times. The old-Ghilzie rebel Gooroo, had issued orders to strip every 
traveller on the road from head to foot, and no one had yet escaped liis 
vigilance. In a few days five of our regiments were to be quartered in 
the town ; a park of artillery had been in position in the town for some 
days past. It was expected that the force which had been detached to 
Zamindawur and to Girishk, would also have retuisied about the 15th, 
and General Nott would then have under his conUband six regiments of 
Native Infantry, one European regiment (40th), and four regiments of 
the Shah’s contingent, with artillery and some cavalry ; but from this 
force, the greater part of which will have been concentrated at Candahar, 
must be deducted the garrison of Eelat-i-Gliilzie. 

26. From these your Honorable Committee will perceive, that with 
reference to the disturbed state of affairs in Affghanistan, Major Ontram 
has assembled all the available troops in Sinde in his neighbourhood, to 
be in readiness to ascend the pass if necessary, and to deter the hill 
tribes from entering into any combination to disturb the peace of the 
couhtry. Major Outram stated that should the arrangements recom¬ 
mended by him be carried into effect, a strong brigade (one troop horse 
artillery, a wing or whole regiment of regular cavalry. Her Majesty’s 41st 
Foot, two regiments Native Infantry) from the troops now in Sinde, will 
be available for the service above the pass (in addition to the Bombay 
troops already there), and he hopes that it will be fully equipped by the 
loth March weKt. 

27. It- .wa#* intended by the Assistant Political Agent at Quetta to 
remit tlqsee htCs of rupees to the Treasury of the Political Agent at 



Cauilas-liar, but Gwing to tlie disturbed state of the country,, aud the raoue\ 
not being iinnied lately required, that intention was deferred for the pre¬ 
sent-, and tlie troops which were to have escorted the treasure were halted 
at Ciuetta, 

28. The correspondence submitted by Major- Outrani, with his letter 
-of the 15th December, will show your Honourable Committee the steps 
which were to be adojited to avert any risk to Quetta, sliould the object 
of the flight of the ex-Naib of that place be to bring a body of the 
Aflghan insurgents to that quarter, with a view to incite the Kaker tribes 
to rebellion, but the Political Agent was of opinion tliat it was more 
likely the Naib had no other' object in flight than saving himself, ou 
seeing that a Brahooee Naib wa-s about to be appointed in his 
place, and naturally surmising that, sis an object of suspicion, from his 
near relationship with one of the rebel leaders, he was likely to be 
-arrested. Your Honourable Conimittee will perceive that Major Out-, 
ram had considered the post of Quetta sufficiently strong to protect 
itself before ; but that oflieer thought that, by the greater appearance 
of strength which increasing it to tliC utmost force that can be acTonimo- 
dated will give, the efforts of the Att'ghau insurgents to invite, the Ka- 
kers to unite in an attack on the place were less likely to be snocessful. 

29. The force, therefore, at Quetta would be two strong Ilegiroent.s 
of Native Infantry (minus three companies at Kellu xVbdulla), and two 
9-pouu<lers of tlic Bombay Eunqieau Artillery, and two 9-pounders of 
the Bolan Rangers, of Major Sotheby’s Company of Bengal Kurojicuu 
Artillerymen, with ample proiisions and tenable ground. Owing to this 
arrangement. Major Outran) was under no anxiety whatever, were the 
rebels to conic in their utmost strength against that post, which might 
be their jiolicy, with a view to preventing succour to Caudahar, by ex¬ 
citing disturbances in tliis comitry. 

30. Colonel Stacy- and the Khan were at Sebec, where they were to 
he joined by the uncle of the MiiiTce Chiefj their assurances to whom 
would, Miijor Outram hoped, remove the personal fears which the cliief 
biniseU’ entertained ; dfe once thoroughly assured of our good fiiith to¬ 
wards him, Major Outram jjas satisfied that he would not join any com¬ 
bination against )is, wiiich indeed he (Major Outram) was not apj>re- 
hensive of being formed in this country, even* although the protracted 
struggle in Aflghanistun was so calculated to encourage disaffection. 

31. In the letter of the 17th December your Honourable Committee 
will 1)6 informed of the measures proposed by tin? Political Agent to the 
Goveruitteiit of Bombay for the reinforcement of our troops in Attghan- 
istan, at the opening of the season, which he has been induced to do by 
the increasing spirit of insurrection displayed throughout Aflghanistaii. 
These arrangements have had the couciUTeuce of Brigadier Engldiid, 
commanding the Sinde force. 

DOST MAHOMED KUAN AND FAMILY. 

32. From those papers your Honourable Committee will perceive 
that Dost Mahomed Kban is. at present at Seliarunpore, and tliat Mr. 
i’lerk has had an interview with the ex-chief in order frankly to state to 
■lim the inconvenience which wou^attend his residence at the present 



momciit at Looiliaiia, and tlip urgent rnisoiis that requiri^' his temporary 
detention at Seliarunpore. The ex-chief, after some discussion, and an 
expression of unwillingness to be longer separated from his family, has 
submitted to this detention, and will remain for the present under the 
care of Lieutenant Nicolsoii at Seharanpore ; his son, Ilyder Khan has 
been allowed to visit Loodiana«nd his family. 

33. You will perceive that, owing to the ill health of Major-General 
Lumley, his Excellency the Commauder-in-Chief has selected Major- 
General Pollock to c<jiumand the troops asswnbled, and assembling, at 
Peshawnr ; and that we have apj)roved the selection. Under date the 
27th of December, his Excellcmn’ the Coinmander-in-CIiief forwardtid 
to us a copy of his instructions to Brigadier Wilil, and stated that his 
object in them was to encourage the Brigadier to advance, with supplies, 
treasure, and ammunition, to .letlalahad, if tlie state of affairs there, and 
in the Khyber Pass, seamed to promise that it m'ght be done without 
any great risk. In tliose instructions his Excellency mentions tliat (in 
.addition to the 30th, o3rd, 60th, and 64th Regiments) Her Majesty’s 9th 
Foot,- .and the 26tli Bengal Native Infantry, and tlie lOlh Bengal Light 
C.avalry, and half No. 5 Light Field Battery, had been ordered to march 
towards Pt!sha\vnr, without any unnecessary d(day ; and .add.s, that the 
infantry of the i'orce was to be divided into two brigadi's, the first 
brigade consisting of Her 3Iajest,y’s 9th Foot, the 26ni and .53rd Bengal 
Native Infantry, under Major-General McCaskill ; the second, of the 
30th, noth, and 6-Uh, under Brigadier Wild. His Excellency desired 
that, if Sikh troops co-operated, the two forces should by no means be 
mixed. 

34. The letter of the Commander in-Chief, dated 28th of December, 
contains his opinion on the subject of Sir II. Sale's requisition for a 
train of heavy artillery, and Captain Mackeson and Captain Maegregor’s 
wishes for very large forces to be sent tow.ards Affghanistan through the 
Punj.ab and Khyber Pass, and strongly points out tlie difficulties which 
wnidd oppose themselves to the collection of such reinforcements, as well 
as to the supply of provisions, and of means o^|pirriage, for the numer¬ 
ous armaments which those officers would r^juire ; and, in the same 
manner, upon some of Major Outram’s requisitions, the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment has requested instructions, and has stated the inconvenience with 
which a compliance with them might be attended. We share in the 
opinions which are held by both these authorities, and would refer you 
to our dispatches addressed to his Excellency the Conimander-in-Chief 
on December 2nd, 3rd, and .5th, for an explanation of the course of 
policy, and of the first military measures which, in the present uncertain 
and most anxious state of affairs, we would wish our officers to pursue. 
But we may state to you, that the force lately ordered to cross .tlie 
Punjab will not amount to less than 8,000 men ; and that Major-General 
Sale, by his last returns, had 2,600 men under his command; and that 
Major Ontram will have been strengthened by the substitution of two 
strong and fresh regiments for two tvhicli had been long upon service. 

35. Our last accounts etate tKat the bridge on the Attok was to have 
been completed on December 21. Lieutenant Liptrot’s detachment of 
Irregular Horse, which had preceded the first brigade with magazine 
stores, reached Pesliawur on Decembe|kl3. 
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86. From tlie accompanying resolution, doted January 6, your Hono¬ 
rable Committee will learn that in the present cireaimstauees of great 
military difficulty, and in the absence of all means of receiving orders 
from Sir W. Macriaghton, the constituted representative of Government 
in that country, we would throw upon each military commander a more 
than usual discretion in whatever may regard military movements, or the 
safety of the troops, or the defeiua- or abon'lnrinicut of the positions oc¬ 
cupied by our forces, 

37. The Generals commanding divisions, will not hesitate to give 
the weight that is due to the advice of the Political Officers, who will 
also put them in possession of their instructions and all theii- intel¬ 
ligence ; luid in the absence of any competent political superior, they 
will consider tlicmsclves under the direction of the Military Command¬ 
ants, and will address to them all those connnunicatious which would 
formerly have been addressed to tlie Envoy and Minister. The com¬ 
manding officers to whom these observations may be fidly applicable, are 
Major-General Kott, commanding at Candahar, and Major-General 
Pollock, proceeding to take the command on the Sikh frontier, towards 
Jcllalabad. We iiave natned Sir R. Shake ipeare to be Secretary to 
Major-General Pollock. 

38. The id)ovc Resolution will not extend in the ttase of Captain 
Maekeson, Political Agent at Peshawur, to any matters' of a iiiilitary or 
politiciil nature, having relation to the Govenmicut of Lahore. In all 
matters involving the interest of that Government, Cai)tain Mivekeson 
will be cxcnlsively under the authority of Mr. Clerk, the Agent of the 
Governor-General on the Noth-West frontier. 

39. The Political Agent in Siude and Belooehistan is already in 
direct communication with the Government of India. It is not proposed 
to make any change in that respect, nor to place Major Outram under 
the control of the officer commanding the forces of Sinde. With that 
officer he will maintain a close and confidential communication of the 
orders that he has rej^ived from Government, and of the intelligence 
that reaches liiin, and iir regard to all military operations whatever 
Brigadier England will acflUpon his own discretion, witJi the same in¬ 
dependent power as that conferred on tlie two officers named above. 

40. We confine ourselves, on the present oc.casion, to a Iiricf out¬ 
line of such information as is most likely to be of interest. The general 
s(!ope of our present policy will have Ixicn apparent to your Honorable 
thanmitfec, from our dispatches (already couunuiiicated to you) of 2nd, 
3r(l, 5th and lotli December, to the Military and Political Authorities on 
the North-West frontier, and in the Punjab, Afl'ghanistan, and 
JStdoocliistan. We shall remain prepared and vigilant in India, and have 
esj)eeially enjoined firmness, cireunisi)eetion, and j)riidenee'in the emjdoy- 
uient of all the forces at their disposal, on the several officers charged 
with the executive directiou'of affairs ou and beyond Ihe Indus. 

41. In the same packet we have enclosed the news-letters from tlie 
20th ultimo, and to those. documents we \^ill l>eg leave to refer your 
Honorable Committee for further iutelligence in respect to political 
events in this quarter. 

42. We have requested the Honorable Company's Agents at Suez and 
•'Alexandria to take sueli Bte]>s as tliey niav consider most expedient fur 

-.1 2 
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the speedy transit of tliis packet through Egypt, and for its early arrival 
in .England. 

Wc have, &c., 

Aucklanp, W. W. Bird, Wm. Casement, & II. T. Prinsep- 


No. 77.— Mr. Clerk to Mr. Mitddoek. 

December |1, 1841. 

Sib,—I have tlie honor to transmit a copy of a requisition whiidi, in 
consequence of tlie dispatcli of the British artillery Ixdng delayed, 1 have 
deemed it advisalile to make uptm tlie olHcer commanding at FtToz.epore. 

I have, &c., 

G. Clerk. 

No. 78.— 3Jr. Clerk to Major Hui.'ih,“^cm7imfmdiiaf atjFerozepore. 

DccemlM'.r 11, 1811. 

Sir, —As it is possible that tlie, artillery of the Hikbs may he made 
nse of in the advance of the British reinforcements from Pe.sliawiir, 1 lia\ e 
the honor to request that if your means admit of it, without crijipling 
the British artilldly under orders to proceed with Her Majesty’s 9l.li 
Foot, you will be so good as to provide a set of drag ropes for six 
9-pounders, with sjiare rope and the usual quantity of .small stores, and to 
consign them on camels lightly laden, to the care of Captain Law¬ 
rence, Assistant Agent Goveruor-GeneraJ. 

I have, &e., 

G. Clerk, 


No. 79.— lAeutenant-ColonelJ. Tulloch to Mr. Clerk. 

Camp, Jhtlum, December 9, 1841. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report the arrivijLat this jdace in progr( s.s 
to Atighanistan, of the detachment under i^ command*, and to add 
that I purpose marching to Rlwlas to-morrow morning. 

I have, he., 

J. Tl'lloch. 

No. 80 .—General Sir Ja.<tper Nieolls to the Gorernor-Geueral of 
India in Council. 

Delhi, December 20, 1841. 

Sirs, —Referring to the 11th, 12th, and 13th paragraphs of ray 
dispatch of the 12th instant, to the address of your Lordship in Council 
respecting the assembly of a body of troops on this frontier, I have now 
the honor to transcribe the paragraph of a letter dated Kith instant, 
received from Mr. Clerk, on that subject. 

* 4th Company, 6th Battalion, ArliUcry ; 5lh Company Sappers and Miners 
60th Regiment Native Infantry, (itlh ditto ditto. 
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“ I shall not fail immediately to apprize your Ex<^llency, should it 
appear that the actual assemblage of a large force on this frontier's 
necessary, or that it would he desirable that the regiments intended for 
such concentration should entertain their iield establishments. It does 
not seem to me that at present either one or the other of these measures 
is necessary to the quiet of the north-western provinces, provided the 
Goorkhas are not encroaching upon us. Even should worse disasters 
befall oiir arms in the west than Aftghan jn-qwcss can iiiHiet, and the 
whole of the reinforcements now in orders have left this frontier, I con¬ 
ceive that the north-western provinces would still continue to be 
securely held, if our cantonments could be replenished to the same extent 
a.s before, but not otherwise.” 

2. Relying on this opinion, fully borne out, by all present appearam^es, 
and the latest information, I have not taken any measures to collect 
troops. 

3. The 6th and 5.5th Regiments will reach Kuriiaul about the 8th 
of January, and the 9th arrive at Delhi about the 27th. I’lie J5th and 
and 73rd will soon be moving in this direction also. These five corps 
will replace ihe five proceeding across the Punjab. 

1 am, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 81.— T7ie Giwenior-Gcuaral of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasjier Nicolls, 

Fort William^ January 3, 1841. 

Sir, —In reply to your dispatcli of the 20th ultimo, we have only to 
express our entire approval of your Excellency having, on tlie opinion 
given to j-ou by Mr. (,'l -rk, borne out, as it was, by all {)reseiit a)ipearan- 
ees, and the latest inlormation, refrained from a<lopting any measures for 
the assemblage of troops in tho northwest provinces. 

I have, &e., 

Auckland, Wl*W. Bird, W. Casement, &_I1. T. Prinsep. 


No. 82.— Major-Ge^ieral Sir Robert Sale to Major Craiyie. 

Jellaluhad, December 10, 1841. 

Sir, —The enemy have not ventured on even a demonstration towards 
Jellaluhad since the l.st instant. 

The hostile chiefs .are still at Umr Khail, twelve miles di.stant., but are 
said to have few followers, and to be distracted with dissensions unioiig 
themselves, and between them and the rebel leade;rs at-Cabool. We 
have received some further account of the affair of the 23rd ultimo, in 
the environs of that capital. Our ultimate success on that day does not 
seem doubtful, but our troops met with a check in the first onset, and a 
gun fell into the hands of the enemy. • 

Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver, 5th Native Infantry ; C.aptain Mackintosh, 
of the same corps ; and Lieutenant Lang, 27th, were killed : and Captain 
AiValker, Irregular Horse, died of his wounds. Ou the part of the insur- 
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gents, Mcer Mi^eedee, the most influential chief of the Kohistanees, 
m-, ami Abdodnah Kliaii Achikzie, the assassin of Sir A. Burnes, was 
wounded. 

I have, &c., 

B. Sajlje. 


No. 83.— Major Craigie to Mr. MeuldocJt. 

Delhi, December'2i, 1841. 

Sin,—I have the honor, by direction of his Excellency the Coinmaii- 
der-in-Chief, to forward, for the inforraatiou of the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General of India in Council, copies of dispatches of the 24th 
ultimo and 10th instant, from Major-General Sir Robert Sale, K.C.B, 
commanding the force at Jellalabad. 

1 have also been requested to report, that llie troops detailed in the 
margin* have been ordered to cross the Punjab towards Ihfshawiir, 
reiuaining only two days at Ferozepore after tlie arrival of Her Majesty’s 
9th llegiuient. 

Major-General Boyd, commanding the Sirliind division, has Ix'cn 
desired to send forward the 1st Light Cavalry from Kurnaul, to rciplaee 
tlie loth Regiment at Ferozepore. 

I liave likewise been instructed to add, tliat Major-General Pollock, 
C. B., has been ordered to proceed by dawk to Ferozepore, to assume 
command of tlie trooiis moving to Peshawur. 

I have, &c., 

P. Craigib. 

No. 84.— General Sir Jasper Nieolls to tlie Gmemor-General of 
India in Council. 

Delli, December 24, 1841. 

Mr Loud, —I liave the honor to acknowle^c the receipt, this morning, 
of your Lordship’s dispatch of the 15th instrat by express. 

2. My receipt last night of an express from Mr. Clerk, dated 21st 
instant, with thirteen inclosures, all of which have been of course com¬ 
municated by him to Government, removed all remaining doubt as to the 
proju’iety of directing Her Majesty’s 9tli Foot, and the 26th Native In¬ 
fantry to follow the brigade under Brigadier Wild, wliieh they will accord¬ 
ingly do, early next month. 

3. The repeated calls for cavalry', and your Lordship’s opinion given 
in .the 2nd paragraph of your dispatch of the 2nd instant, have induced 
me to order the 10th Cavalry to march with Major-General McCaskill 
which will, 1 hope, be approved under the circumstances stated by Mr. 
Clerk, and quoted in my dispatch to your Lordship in Council, on the 
20th instant. 


* lOtU Regiment of Light Cavalry; 3 guns of 5th Light Field Battery ; Her 
Majesty’s 9lh Foot; 2Gtb Begiraeiit Native Infantry ; Light Company fith Native 
Infantry ; 2nd Rissaltah, 3rd Irregular Cavalry. 
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4. In addition lo tlie two 9-pouiider p;uiis and 2 t-pouiidor howitzer, 
ordered to move with the Major-General, I beg to apprize your Lordship 
that five other pieces, indented for by Captain Abbott, will accompany 
this convoy. 

5. In obedience to your Lordship’s wishes that Major-General Luinley 
should be placed in connniind of the force assembling at Peshawur I 
re(iuested his attendance at my tent, and placed the dispatch, now 
acknowledged, in his hands. The General is still very weak, thoiigli 
improved in health ; he is willing to jTOceed, but reipiested tliat his iik'- 
dical adviser should be consulted as to liis ability t(j undertake such a 
service 

As.si.stant Surgeon Tunner decidedly assured me that his state of 
health would by no means admit of the required exertion and exposure. 

6. In this dilemma, I have ordered Major-General Pollock to proceed 
by dawk to Fcrozeporc, and there assume the charge, that is the military 
command. 

. I have, kc., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 8o.— Mr. Haddock to General Sir Janper Nicolls. 

Fort WMiam, January 3, 1841’. 

Sir, —We have received your Excellency’s disjiatch of the 24th ultimo, 
and deeply as we regret that the state of Major-General Lumley’s health 
should have deprivcid the Government of his services, in the imjiortant 
j)ost which we had jiroposed that he should hold, we arc satisfied witli tlie 
judiciousness of the selection which your Excellency has made for his 
successor in the jierson of Major-General Pollock. That officer will he 
vested with the same Political authority beyond the Indus, which we had 
designed to confer on Major-General Luinley, and he should be instructed 
to place himself in direct and confidential communication with Mr. 
Clerk, as the chief Political authority charged with the control of British 
interests on our north-west frontier, .and in the teri’itories of Lahore. 

2. Captain Mackesou and the other subordinate Political Authorities 
in the eastern provinces of Affghanistan, will be apiirised of the Major- 
General’s appointment to those duties, and directed to seek their instruc¬ 
tions from him from the date of his crossing the Indus, and to keep him 
Itilly informed of the state of affairs in that quarter, during his march 
across the Punjaub. 

3. We have resolved to appoint Lieutenant Sir Richmond Shake- 
spear, to hold the office of Secretary to Major-General Pollock, and we 
trust that the talents of this officer, by which his late services in Central 
Asia have been distinguished, will prove of much advantage to the 
Major-General in the field of operations now open to him. 

We have, &c., 

Auckland, W. W. Bird, W, CasIsmekt, k II. T. Puinsep. 
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No.—86. Major Cratgie to Brigadier fl'lld, 

Delhi, Decemhcr 2(3, 1841. 

Silt,—On the 11 instant I had the honor to convey to you in dispatch, 
No. 2,360, the general instructions of the Commaudcr-in-Chief, for your 
guidance in the important coininand to wliich you have been nominated, 
and I am now required to express the apprehension of his Excellency, 
that the communication may have miscarried or been delayed in transit, 
otherwise the receipt of so interesting a paper would at once have been 
acknowledged ; a duplicate of the dispatch has accordingly been pre¬ 
pared, and will be transmitted with the present letter. 

1 have been instructed to take the present opportunity to apprize you, 
that Her Majesty’s 9tli Foot, and the 26th Native Infantry, with the 10th 
Regiment of Eiglit Cavalry, and half of No. 5 Light Field Battery, 
have been ordered to march towards Peshawur without any unnecessary 
delay. 

Major-General Pollock, C.B., has been selected for the chief command 
of the forces, and Captain Ponsonby, now at Peshawur, will be attached 
to the Mqjor-General, as his Assistant Adjutant-General ; you will there¬ 
fore require that ofKccr to await at Peshawur, Major-General Pollock’s 
arrival. 

The infantry of the force w'ill be divided into two brigades. The first 
brigade, consisting of Majesty’s })th Foot, and 26th and 53rd 
Regimetits of Native Infiuitry, will be commanded by Major-Gtauiral 
McCaskill._ The second brigade will be composed of the 30th, 60th 
and 64th regiments, and will be under your orders, with Captain Loftic 
as your Brigade Major. 

This distribution of the troops into brigades is not, however, to inter¬ 
fere with your command of the four battalions and details at present iu 
advance, and you will consider the instnictions you have received as 
fully applicable to the present state of attairs, as when tliey were first 
prepared. 

The Ct)niTnander-in-Cluef has again carefully considered these instruc¬ 
tions, and he does not observe that he can improve them. 

If you are confident that you can pass through the Khyber Pass with 
your four corps, it is, his Excellency observes, certaiidy of importance to 
show the Aft'ghan nation how .speedily (distance considered) we can 
repair our misfortunes ; but you are not uuiuHsessarily to run any very 
great risk. ■ 

You will let the convoy for .Jellalabad be as large as considerations of 
security will warrant, bearing in mind that ammunition is a primary 
consideration, then treasure, and then food. 

Ali Musjid ought to be occupied with three companies of Native In¬ 
fantry, well provisioned, and with a good store of amnmuition ; its 
defences must also be rc^paired. The remainder of the corps furnishing 
the garrison, should be posted further in the pass, iu some defensible and 
commanding position ; at this season it is hoped that no unhealthiness 
prevails to prevent this arrangement. 

With the four corps of itifantry. Captain Ferris’s corps of Jezailchees 
should advance. 

If either of the northern passes is attempted, the Commaudor-in-Chief 



ili'fiircs flinf tlio operation inay lx.' untlertaken by the Sikh troops, keeiniig 
the Kltyber to our own Nalivc Iiifaiilry, and by no means mixing tlic two 
fdvces. 

With two establislied posis in the Khyber, tlie Connnander-in-Chief 
iintieipates no serious diffieulty in the advance of’ the iiif'antry and cavalry 
under Major-General l*olIock. 

J liavc, ific.., 

Okakjii;. 


No. S7.— (teniTfil /SVr Jasper NicoHs (o the tiurernor-Generul at 

( \)iairi/. 

^ Delhi, Dceemher 27, 1841. 

-Mv I.oiio,—Referring to the .'>rd and Itli )»iiragraphs of my letter of 
rhe 12f!i inst.nnt, and to instructions sent on llie |)r(!ecding day to Briga¬ 
dier V.'ild, I have now the honor to submit a copy of a dispat(;h address¬ 
ed y('st,cr<lay to that otliecr, wliieli 1 trust your Lordship in Gouiicil will 
approve. 

2. My object is to encourage Brigadier Wild to advance, with sup¬ 
plies, treasure, and ammunition, to Jellalabad, if the state of affairs there 
and in the Khyber Pass seems to promi.si- that it may be done without 
any great risk. It must have a good effect, even at Cabool, if we can 
thus j)romptly replace what we have lost mid expended. 

Regarding the posts to lx; estaldished in the pass, I can have no 
doubt as to the firm occu|)ation of Ali Musjid. Military considerations 
point out Lundikhana as the suitable po.sition on the op|)osite or western 
side of the highest jiortion of the pa.ss ; but Brigadier Wild .shall be or¬ 
dered to weigh most carefully all the diliicultios and risks by which a 
delachment placed there may be surrounded before he jdans it. 

-I. If the. tribes in the vicinity arc resolved to (>p[iose our [lassage, 
the four Native. Regiments will await the .arrival of the third division, but 
if a juneliou with Major-General Sir lloliert Sale can now be cffecti'd, 
it should not lie postjumed till February. 

.V. I am making arr.ingements for replacing the tents of Her Majes- 
u’s 13th Light Infantry, and for .supplying the Native troop.s at Jellala¬ 
bad with the tents now on their way for corps at Cabool, which can be 
replaced by the February convoy. 

1 have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 88.— Major-Getierul Sir Robert Sale to Major. Crai/jie. 

Jellahhad, Deaember 13, 1841. 

Sir,— Being doubtful whether the previous cossids have reached 
Peshawur, and a dawk having been now c.stublished along the. margin of 
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the Cabool River, by which three small packets have come safely to this 
place, I think it advisable to recapitulate, for his Excellency’s information, 
part of the contents of mine of the 10th instant. 

Since their defeat on the 1st, the enemy have not ventured on even a 
demonstration towards Jellalabad. We have received some further 
accounts of the affair iii the environs of Cabool, on the 23rd ultimo. It 
does not appear doubtful that the ultimate sr.ecess of tlie British on that 
day was decisive ; but the troops experienced a check at the first onset, 
and a gnu was captured by the eiiciny ; the loss was heavy on both sides. 

On ours, Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver, and •Cajjtain Mackiiitosh, 5th 
Regiment Native Infantry, and Lieutenant Laing, 27th, were killed ; and 
Captain Walker, 4tli Regiment Irregular Cavalry, lias died of his wounds. 
On the part of the insurgents, Meer Musje<slee, the most iiitliientia) chief 
ill the Kohistan, Abdoolla Khan Acliickzj-e,—tlie assassin of Sir A. 
Burncs, and many other men of mjtc and distinction among them, liave 
fallen. Our spies report, that another action was fought at tlie village of 
Wuzeerabad, near Cabool, on the dtli instant, wbieli terminated most 
favourably to ns ; but no communication has readied us on this suliject 
from the Balia Hissar, or the cantonment. 

As rcg.ards the sitiiatiiui anil prospects of the troojis at Jellalabad, I 
must again ask of you to remind his Excellency, that the whole of our 
camp equipage was destroyeil at Gundainiiek, and must be supplied again, 
to enable us to take the field. 

Oiir soldiers are on lialf rations, and we have provisions at the full rate 
for six weeks. The troops are healthy, as the aeooiTijiariying state will 
show, although they labour .six lioitrs daily on the fortifications, and th(>re 
are not three full reliefs for the guards on the walls. Treasure is urgently 
required, offiters and men being from two to three mouths in arrears ; 
and our Commissariat’s arrangements cramped for want of the means of 
disbursements. I have mentioned, that I have no official details of the 
affairs .at Cabool ; but from all that I can glean of their nature, I con¬ 
clude that the expenditure of ordnance ammunition, has iieeii very great, 
and that a large supjdy, especially of grape and Shrapriell, ought to 
accompany the reinforcements. 

Captain Mackeson informs us, under date the 10th instant, tliat a 
Rissalah, in charge of ammunition, was to cross the Attoek on that day, 
and that the 1st brigade of infantry h.as passed the Jlielum. Whilst on 
the sulvject of reinforcement, I would beg to reiterate my recommenda¬ 
tion, that a seige train of heavy orilrianec be sent here, without which 
many of the forts of the rcfnactory chiefs cannot be reduced, and that 
Engineer Officers, capable of conducting the attack of a place, accom- 
])any it. At present there is one only at Cabool, wlio is ijonnaneutly 
attached to Shah Shooja. 

The regiments of infantry of my brigade urgently require clothing, if 
not relieved this season. I am given to understand, that a part of that of 
the 13th was lost some time since, in boats on the Ganges, and the 35th 
lias now in wear its coats of 1838. Both need watch coats. 

I liave, &c., 


R. Saie. 
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No. 80.—General iSir Jaaper N^ieolh to the Governor-Genera I in 

Council. 


Camp, one march north of Delhi, 
December 28, 184i, 

Mr Lord, —The ac<«)mpanying dispatch, dated 13th Inst., from'Major- 
General Sir Robert Sale, lias already been submitted to your Lordship in 
Council, through the military department; but as Sir Robert has repeated 
his suggestion that “a siege train of heavy ordanee be sent forward,” 
without which, “ many of the forts of the refractory chiefs cannot be 
reduced,” I think it necessary to bring this subject to your Lordship’s 
notice. 

2. Before'we could scud this train by Jellalaliad, and collect, with 
extreme difficulty and some risk, the troops which should accompany it, 
we shall know how Sir William Ma^aghten and General Elphin-stone 
have been able to repel or disperse tWInsurgents. If an amnesty sliould 
be granted, we cannot require this great armament. If the rebels are 
oliliged to relimpiish their undertaking, and to return home in despair, 
arc we to arouse them again by following them into their valleys and 
fastnesses ? 

3. It may bo most just and expedient to punish two or three of the 
greatest traitors, by levelling their stronghold ; but war against tribes 
seems so (dosely to resenibh' a resolution to subdue the country again, 
at whatever cost, that I cannot sanction even preparation for such an 
object, without your Lordship in Council’s express orders. 

4. Intimately connected with these repeated suggestions that a heavy 
train should be sent on, arc Captain Maegregor and Captain Mackeson’s 
recommendations, (equally frequent and more urgent,) that 10,000 or 
12,(X)0 troops, including three or more European regiments should be 
sent viii the Punjab into Affghanistan. 

.'5. Wdien the corps march next week, the numbers already moving on 
Peshawur will exceed 7,O(J0 men ; and beyond tliis great reinfon'.ement 
I shall most unwillingly spare a man from the Sirhind or Meerut Divi¬ 
sions, except for t.lie February convoy. 

6. In reply to Mr. Secretary Mad<hick's dispatch of the ]8lh 
Instant, 1 have the lionor to state , that the 3rd Txative Infantry has been 
ordered to proccH'.d to Saugor, in order to enable tlie General Officer com¬ 
manding there, to relieve the Madras troops at .Tabidporc and llusinga- 
bad. A regiment will be sent from Benares to Mirzapore, to eualile the 
3rd to move without any avoidable delay. 

I have, &(>., 

J. XteOLLS. 


No. 90.— The Governor-General of India in. Council to Sir J. 

Nieoils. 

Fort William, Jumianj C, 1842. 

Stn,—W<^ have received your dispatch, dated the 28th ultimo, and 
have to ttxjwess our entire concurrence in the resolution of your Excel- 

N 2 
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letioy, not to comply with that part of Major-General Sale's requisition, 
which relates to sending a siege train of heavy ordnance to Affghanistan, 
as this resolution is in perfect accordance with the views of Government, 
explained to yonr Excellency in out letter of the 2nd ultimo, as is also 
the opinion expressed in the 5th paragraph of your letter against sending 
further reinforcements to Peshawar, beyond the force exceeding 7,000 
men, already en route to Affghanistan. 

2. We entirely approve of the arrangement reported in the last 
paragraph. 

3. We take this opportunity of furnishing your Excellency with a 
copy of a resolution which has been this day passed, for vesting the 
Commanding Officers of divisions of the Army employed in Affghanistan, 
with political authority, independent of the Political Agents and Assist¬ 
ants under the Envoy and Minister, and pointing out the manner in 
which their correspondence with^rovernraent is to be carried on ; and 
we propose, in the course of a ww days, to address your Excellency 
again on the extent to which we desire you to act, without the delay of 
reference to us, in issuing your owu instructions to those officers for the 
direction of their movements beyond our frontier, and that of Sinde 
and the Punjab. 

We have, &c., 

ArcKLAKj), W.W. Binn, W. Casement, & H.T. Prinsep. 

No. 91 .—Resolution h>/ the Govermnimt of India. 

Fort William, Jammry G, 1842. 

Til the eoiidiiet of military ojierations at the present crisis in Aflglian- 
istaii and the adjoining countries, it appears to the Governor-General in 
Council to be of all things most essential to attend to the cxpudiciice, 
the safety, and the necessity of military movements with nd'erenci? to 
military considerations in the first place. These will doubtless alwaj's bo 
affected more or less by political circumstances, but they should be under 
the control of such circumstances no further than commanding officers, 
responsible for their own military arrangements, and for the honor and 
success of the troops committed to tlieir (charge, may see fitting. llis 
Lordship in Council has conic to tliis resolution in no mistrust of our 
politieal officers in that quarter. lie is conscious that tiny arc, for the 
most part, possessed of much talent and information, that they are ever 
actuated by unbounded zeal in the service of the state, and that they 
have the means of procuring the best infelligence for the guidance of the 
military commandants, but in the present circumstances of great niililary 
difficulty, and in the absence of .all means of receiving orders from Sir 
W. Macnaghten the constituted representative of Government in that 
coiintr}', his Lordship in Council woidd throw upon each military com¬ 
mandant a more than usual discretion in whatever may regard military 
movements, or the safety of the troops, or the defence or abandoiiineiit of 
the positions occupied by our forces'. 

2. The Generals comiTfanding divisions will not hesitate to give the 
Weight that is due to the advice of the political ofiicer,s, wlio will also put 
them in possession of tlicir iiistniclions, and all their intelligence, and 
in the absence of any coniiictciit jiolitical superior they will consider 
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themselves under the direction of the mUit€^^y commandants, and will 
address to them all those communications which would have been former¬ 
ly addressed to the Envoy and Minister. 

3. The commanding offio-Ts to whom these observations may be 
fully applicable are. Major-General Nott, commanding at Candahar, 
and M^jor-General Pollock, proceeding to take the command on the 
Sikh frontier towards .lellalabad. 

4. To these officers instructions will be Issued to the above effeet, and 
copies of the resolution will l)e communicated to the political officers at 
Peshawur, Jellalabad, and Candahar, with the request of Government, that 
they will, with their wonted zeal and devotion, render the functions of 
their respective offices conducive in the fullest manner to the information 
of tlie military commanding officers with whom they are to be associated 
and to the success of all military operations decided on by the military 
authorities. 

The above resolution will iiA extend in the case of Captain 
Mackeson, Political Agent at Peshawur, to any matters of a military or 
political nature having relation to the government of Lahore. In all 
matters involving the interests of that Government, Cii])tain Ma(heson 
will be exclusively und<!r tlie atithority of .Mr. Clerk the Agent of the 
Governor-General on the North-West Frontier. 

(). The Political Agent in Sindc and Bfdoochistan is already in 
direct communication with tlu; Government of Indifi. It is not j)ro- 
))Osed to make any change in that resjicet, nor to place Ma jor Out ram 
under the control of tint officer commanding tlie forces in Sindc. 
With that officer he will maintain a close and (■onfidential communi¬ 
cation of the ordi'i's that he has received from Government, and 
of the intelligence that rcacdies him : and in regard lo alt military 
operations whatever. Brigadier England will act upon his own diseiT- 
tion, with the same independent power as that conferred on tlm two 
officers named above. 

7. Major-Generals* Nott and Pollock, and Brigadier England, will 
address the Government of India, in the Secret and Political l)e])artmcnt, 
direct, on all matters of a military and ]Kilitical nature connected with 
their jiresent commands, and will either forward their tiisjiatches under 
llying seals to the address of his Excellency the f'ommander-in-Ghief, or 
will furnish his Excellency with copies of their dispatches to the Govern¬ 
ment, according to the circumstances of position of his Excellency’s 
camp, wliich may render one course or tlie other most convenient. 

8. Copies of this resolution will be communicated to the Commander- 
in-Chief, the Agent Governor-General on the North-West Frontier, and 
tlie Political Agent in Sindo and Beloochistan, .and extracts, as jier 
margin,* to the otlier officers named lieniin, and a separate letter will he 
licreaftcr addres.sed to Ins Excellency tlie Commander-in-Chicf on the 
siihject of Ills Excellency’s. autliority to issue direct orders for tlie 
guidance of military operations beyond the Sinde and Britisli frontiers. 

■ . T. 11. Madoock. 


' Para. 1, 2 , 3, and 7, General Nott. Para. I to S, to Political Agent.Peshawar. 
„ 1,2, .5,& 7, General Pollock. „ I lo 4, ditto Jellalabad, 

„ 6, and 7, to Brigadier England. „ 1 to 4, ditto Candahar. 
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No. 92.— 'JHie Governor-General of. India in Council to tlui. Secret 

. Committee. ■ 

' Fort William, January 22, No. 9, 1842. 

Honourable Sirs, —With reference to our dispatch in this depart¬ 
ment, under date tlie 9th instant, per India Steamer, submitting a pr6cis 
of our latest information regarding the state of afiairs in Affglianistan, 
we hivve now to conin)uiiicate, with the deepest regret, the melancholy 
intelligence, such as it has yet reached us, of the treacherous murder of 
the Envoy and Minister, Sir Williaii Macnaghten, at a coufereuee to 
which he was invited, in furtherance of negotiations for the withdrawal 
of our troops. 

2. We pass over the reports of a somewlmt improved state of affairs at 
Cabool, which had reached us at different dates, previously to the receipt 
of this intelligence. From our dispatch of the 9th instant, your Honora¬ 
ble Committee will be awiire of flie unsatisfactory accounts which had 
reached us from Cabool to the 9th of December. From that date to tiie 
2.)th, we have no letter from any of the British officers, eitlier of the 
Cabool mission or force ; but it appears certain that about the 13th or 
15th of December, Sir William Mac-naghten judged it necessary to make 
overtures to the Affghan chiefs in arms against us, on the basis of bur 
evacuation of the positions which we ludd at the capital. While these 
overtures were under discussion, supplies were obtaiiicnl in the canton¬ 
ment, which gave rise to the more favourable reports that your Honora¬ 
ble Committee will find in letters of different dates from .lellalabad and 
Peshawur. Mahomed Akhbar Khan, son of Dost Mahomed Khan, wlio 
had escaped from confinement at Bokhara, and was proce('ding to Cabool, 
to deliver himself up to the Envoy and Minister, found the insuiTec.tion, 
in full violence on liis arrival, and immediately took a prominent j)art in 
it. He appears to liave been the channel through which Sir William 
Macnaghten’s negociations for withdrawal were carried on, and was bc- 
liev'cd in the country to be disposed in some measure to aid our interests. 
Wliat the motives were, which induced him to take the life of Sir William 
Macnaghten, by an act which seems to have been one of the most gross 
and barbarous perfidy, we do not yet know witli accuracy, but the fact of 
the murder is placed beyond doubt, by the brief note of Major Pottinger 
of December 2.5th, and by the concurrent tenor of .all the reports which 
have reached Jellalabad. Tlie letter from Cabool of the son of the 
Governor of Jellalabad to his father of the latter place, of which your 
Honorable Committee will find a translation appended to Mr. Clerk’s 
dispatch of the 12th instant, gives all the detail of which we are in pos¬ 
session up to this time, respecting this deplorable event. 

,3.’ We await further and more accurate reports before we decide on 
the measures which it may be becoming to pursue in consequence of this 
bloody outrage ; and we must also very anxiously await these reports, 
that we may learn the fate of the troops which appear to have been re¬ 
duced to a state of most imminent peril at Cabool. We need’ not- assure 
your Honourable Committee that, on the first occasion of which cir¬ 
cumstances will admit, we will cause the strictest inquiry to be made in 
i>^ard to the military proceedings 'of which we are now compelled to 
anticipate that the result will he so calamitous. 

4. It has been our first duty to determine whether further reinforce- 



xnents ought to be fomarded to strengtlien our position on tlie Affglinn 
frontier, and your Honojarable Committe will observe that we have imme¬ 
diately instructed his Excellency the Cominaiider-in-Chief to prepare 
another efficient brigade with cavalry and artillery for an advance to 
Peshawur, that we have authorized, under tlie sanction given by the 
Honorable Court, the raising of another regiment of regular cavalrj', and 
that we have taken measures for adding to the efficiency of the force of 
artillery ii^the north-western provinces. 

5. It may be satisfactory to your Honourable Committee to be in¬ 
formed that after the march of this further brigad«‘, if it should be order¬ 
ed to move beyond tlie Indus, we shall still have ah array of tifteon 
tliousand men, (after providing for tlie security of all stations and canton¬ 
ments) available for concentration and service on our north-western 
frontier. 

6. We proceed to notice shortly such other papers connected with 
this subject as may ajipear to be of jirominent interest. 

PUNJAB AND PESHAWUR. 

7. The corespondenee here referred to, regards the co-operation of 
the troops of the Lahore Government. Captain Maekeson writes on the 
25th ultimo, that they still showed symptoms of insubordination. 

8. In his letter marginally referred to, Captain Maekeson strongly 
recommended the employment of a body of 700 Patan horsemen, w!io 
had last year accompanied our troops through the Khyber Pass. Tticsc 
men seemed willing to serve us, and their example, he observed, might 
have the effect of shaming the Sikh troops into a jiroper sense of their 
duty. Jle represented, liowever, tliat they comiilained of the non-fullil- 
meut of some promise of extra pay which they alleged to have been made 
to them on the occasion of their former employment in the Khyher. Mr. 
(Jerk has, as will be seen, authorized Captain Maekeson to fulfil, in so 
I'ar as the British and Aflglian Governments are concerned, any jiro- 
mise of extra pay that may haio actually been made to the Sikh troojis 
whilst .serving beyond the Khyber last year. 

9. W'e have ajijiroved of Mr. (iierk’s proceedings on this occasion, 
and called on Sir C. M. Wade for an explanation of tl«e grounds of the 
claim to extra batta, while employed in the Khyber, which has been 
advanced by the Pataus. 

KHYBER. 

10. According to our late.st information, this pass continued open. 
Captain Maekeson mentions having paid the Maliks of Khyber 4,000 ru¬ 
pees, on the condition of their dispersing their tribes from Ali Musjicl, and 
keeping the ])ass quiet, and he also mentions that the Afreedce Maliks 
had b(!en holding “ Jirgha” (council) for several days, and that the result 
of their deliberations, (previously, however, to the receipt of the latest 
tidings from Cabool,) had been to keep the pass open, not to molest our 
convoys or dawks, and to punish the parties who had stopped the dawk 
some days previously. 

11. In a letter dated 8rd instant, Captain *Mackef!on mentions, that 
Toorabaz Khan, the friendly Mohumud chiefj through whom our commu¬ 
nications with JeJlalabad had latterly been carried on, apprehended 
another attack from his rival Saadut Khan, and that he had assisted him 
with funds for the preservation of his position. 
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JELLALA13AD. 

12. Captain McGregor writes to Captain Macktison on tlie 27th 
ultimo, that they were all continuing to do well at Jellalabad. lie. has 
acknowledged the rec'eipt of 25,000 out of the 50,000 rupees sent to 
liim by Captain Mackeson through the agency ofToorabaz Klian, and 
expected that the balance then at Lalpoora would be sent on as soon as 
Toorabaz Khan heard of the safe arrival of the first consignmeut. 
REINFORCEMENTS. 

1.3. With advertence to paragraph 33 of our letter No. 2, we beg to 
transmit, as a number of the packet, the accompanying t‘oj»y of the 
('ominaiider-in-Chief’s further instructions to Bi'igadicr Wild, aulhoriz- 
ing him to entertain a body of Jezailchces for service in the Kliyber. 

14. The documents here referred to, regard the deputation of Cap¬ 
tain Lawrence to act in conjuction with Brigadier Wild and Captain 
Mackeson in Peshawur, rfnd the orders issued by the Lahore Durbar to 
its officers in Peshawur, to co-operate witli our trooi)S. In these will be 
found stated the dates on which the 30th, 53rd, 60th, and 64th Regi¬ 
ments of Native Infanty reach Peshawur. 

J 5. On the 3rd Jamiar 3 ’, Cajitain Mackeson reported that the four 
corps of Native Infantry were then encamped within one inarch of Ali 
Musjid. lie said they had four guns made over to us by the Sikh autho¬ 
rities in camp, and he was in hojies tliat 700 Patau horsemen in the 
service of the Sikhs would be ready to aceom])any them ne.xt daj’. 

16. Orders, it appeared, continued to reach General Avitabile for the 
advance into Khj'ber of the Mussulman iuixiliaries, in support of our 
troops ; but it was supposed that they tvould not 1 h“ abh‘, owing to the 
want of pay, and the defectiveness of llie aiTangements for obtaining 
su])pli('s, to advance beyond Ali Musjid. Mehtele Singli, with four..Sikli 
battalions, was reported to have arrived at Atto(L, and Keishree Singli, 
with troops from Lahore, at Vazeerabad, on his way to Peshawur. 

17. On the 8th instant Mr. Clerk rejiorted that the brigade under 
Major-General McCaskill, K.C.H., composed as below, crossed the Sutlej, 
on the 4th idem, at Ferozepore, in progress to Affghauistau :— 
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18. In our communication to the Commander-iu-Chie^ consequent 
on the receipt of Mr. Clerk’s dispatch of the 12th iustant, your Honoura¬ 
ble Committee will see that we have recommended his Excellency to 
summon Mr. Clerk tp his head-quarters, for the convenience of immediate 
reference to luin on tlie existing exigency of afl'airs, us we consider that 
gen tleman’s opinions on the disposition and probable proceedings of the 
Sikh Durbar to be entitled to the greatest weight. 

CANDAIIAR. 

19. We have received no authentic intelligence from Candahar since 
the date of our last report of the 9th instant, per “ India” steiimer. 
Owing to the reports of a hostile feeling against us having arisen on the 
part of some of the tribes, between Candahar and Killah Abdoollali, it 
Iiad been deemed jwudent, by our authorities at Quetta, to withdraw our 
detaoluneut from that post; this detachment accordingly reached Quetta 
on the 21st ultimo, with loss of only five stragglers, and the private pro¬ 
perty of the officers, which had been voluntarily left behind them, for the 
purpose of saving ammunition and public stores. Re))ort,s were current 
of an intended attack upon Quetta, bnt that j)laee, with a reinforcement 
of 100 men of Her Majesty’s 41st Foot, and a wing of a regiment of 
Native Infantry', was believed to lie quite safe against any Ibrce the 
insurgents conld bring against it. It was siibs<!(jnently stated that tlie 
intention to attack Quetta had been for the time abandoned by tlie rebels, 
and the leader of the fi>rce, destined for that purpose, recalled to Cabool. 
Major Outran! appeared to ])la(‘,e confidence in the fidelity of the Murrees 
and Kakurs to their late eugngeimmts, and thought that they had refused 
to listen to the seditious overtures of the traitor Naih of Shawl. 

20. Up to the date of our latest iiifonnatioii tranquillity prevailed in 
Sinde and B(-looehistan, and though Major Outram aj)pearcd to omit no 
nieasuro of precaution, ho did not stsnn to ai)prehend any disturbance 
withiu the sphere of his jurisdiction ; hut your llonouraliic Committee 
will he in possession of later intelligenee from this quarter, direct 
through Bombay, than any that we can liirnish i'rcjm hence. 

DOST MAHOMED KHAN. 

21. On the receipt of authentic iiitelligeuee of Mahomed Akhar 
Khan’s having assassiiiatod Sir William Maeuagh’tiiu, Mr. Clerk directed 
Captain Nicolson to make Dost Mahomed a close prisoner, fireveiitiug all 
communication with him or his retinue by Aftglmns or riiiidoostaiicos, 
except with his, Captain Nicolson’s, permission. Further, giving him 
authority to increase the guard over the Ex-Ameer’s camp. 

22. We have approved of Mr. Clerk’s proceedings,' and intimated an 
opinion that similar precautions sliould be taken to ensure the safe cus¬ 
tody of all members of the Ameer’s family now in Hindoostau ; hut that 
no severity of treatment should be practised, beyond wliat may l>e re- 
<luired for such custody, and if the Ameer shnuld particularly desire to 
liave one or two members of his family brought from Loodiana, to reside 
with him, the indulgence, under the precautions indispensable to prevent 
eseajK?, may be granted to him. 
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POLITICAL. 

23. In his letter to Mr. Clerk, dated 25th Deeemher, Captain Macke- 
son entered into some specuhition respecting the course of policy to be 
pursued with reference to the present posture of our affairs to the west¬ 
ward of the Indus, and the possibility of our hold on the city of Cabool 
itself being for tlie present entirely lost. The only portion of his 
suggestions which we have noticed, is that which relates to our endea¬ 
vouring to obtain the (ossion of Peshawur from the Lahore Government. 
Your Honorable Committee will perceive, from our instructions to Mr. 
Clerk, which formed luclosurc No. 8 of our Letter No. 2, that Captain 
Mackesonhas been strictly enjoined to avoid any agitation of this subject, 
the prosecution of wliich is wholly foreign from our views alike of justice 
and expediency. 

24. For other particulars, in connection with tlui subjects adverted to in 
this letter, we woidd beg to refer your Honorable t\immittee to tlic news 
letters by tins mail. 

25. The Lahore intelligence ))apers your Honorable Committee will 
receive to a later date, dir(;et through Mr. Clerk. 

26. We have but to add with reference to our intimation in our 
dispatch of 22nd December, 1841, respecting tlie sending some rein¬ 
forcements of European regimenls to India, that it is of urgent import¬ 
ance, with reference to the season for mareliing and military oi)crafions, 
that such reinforcem(‘nt sliould reacli this country at least by the* middle 
of October next. We think it rigid, to notice tliis circumstiince, although 
we are sensible that considerations of this nature will be fully weighed 
by your Honorable Committee. 

We have, &c.. 

Aucklano, W.W Dikd, W. Caseme.nt, tk H.T. Pkinsep. 


No. 93.—Mr. Ckrh to Mr. MmUlock. 

Jauimry 2, 1842. 

Sm,—I 1 /e the honor to transmit copies of three letters to my 
address from Captain Mackeson, dated tin; 25tb and 2()th idi.imo, f(jr- 
w.arding copies of letters acldrcssed to him by Captain Maegregor, on the 
20th and 22nd ultimo. 

2. Captain Mackeson .‘ip))ears to think that much good may result 
from the presence of a second brigade and artillery, in addition to tin; 
reinforcements which have already reaclnsl Ih^shawur. It is needless t(i 
say that I fully concur in that opinion, for it was my conviction from th<! 
first, of the advantages to be derived from our appearing, as early as 
possible after the insurrection, in considerable strengtli at Peshawur, for 
the relief of Jellalabad, if not of Cabool, tiiat induced me to retpiest the 
Major-General commanding this division to expedite the departure of a 
troop of horse artillery and a second brigade of infantry. 

3. Of the events on vtinch Captain Mackeson speculates in his official 
letter to me of the 25th ultimo, that of a capitulation seems by the last 
account received from Cabool, the most likely to occur. Should this 
“takie place, it is to be hoped that, as Captain Mackeson anticipates, the 
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British Government may be absolved from the disadvantageous and 
huniilitatiiig consequences of such a caj)itulation by the Affghaiis violat¬ 
ing its terms. 

1 liave, &c., 

G. Clerk. 


No. 94.— The Goverfwr-Gmr.rnl of fndia in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Fort William^ January 10, 1842. 

Sir, —In reply to your Excellency’s despatches of (lie 27th ultimo, 
wo lia\'e only to express our entire approbation of the instructions ad¬ 
dressed to Brigadier Wild, and our concurrence with your Excellency in 
the great political beuelit which may be expected from an early passage! 
of our (roo])s through the Kliyber Bass, and the reinforcement of 
Jcllalabad. 

2. thiptain Mackeson, and the oilier local oflici'rs who have been em- 
\iloyed in the pass, will be able to alford to Brigadier Wild the fullest 
ami most <-orreet information of the ad\ an(ages. or otherwise, of the 
ditii'rcnt posts which it may be resolved to occujiy. 

We have. 18c., 

Accklami. W.W. Biko, W. Caskmen't, He II.T. PiirasEP. 


No. yh.— Major Criiiijie to Briijadirr IJ'ild. 

Campy liniki-Choliie.y Dece.niber 30, 1841. 

,8ii!,— 1 am directed by the Commander-in-('hicf to request that you 
Vk'ill consider whether, for (he advance tinough the Kliyla ^ Pass, or for 
Oic sidisequcnt security of it, it may be advantageous to employ a body 
oi' Jc/.ailchees, of the Eiisofzyi-, or other tribe, which may lie depended 
ejiou. 

If so. you are autlmrized to entertain a body of 300 of those men for 
flic‘se services, consulting thiptaiu Mackeson as to the conditions of 
service, suitable' method of treatment, and rates of pay. 

It is considered by Government that the weapon wielded by the 
Aftghan soldiery would be of great value, in aid of the ordinary arms of 
our troops, in all the o])erations in mountain defiles. 

11' Ca])(ain Perris has been entertaining men for his corps, and can 
afi'ord such a detachment, or join you himself, it seems to his Excellency 
desirabh' that either should be done. Should you, however, raise men 
independently of his corps, you must carefully select an officer or two to 
sujierintcud and command them. 

I have, he., 

P. CuAlGIE. 
o 2 
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No. 96.—General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor-General of 
India in Council. 


Pauipul, January I, 1842. 

My Lord, —I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the dis¬ 
patch addressed to me by your Lordship in Council, on tl>e 20th ultimo, 
and to express the great satisfaction which I have felt on receiving your 
Lordship’s approval of the instructions issued to Brigadier Wild on the 
11 th December. 

2. Respecting cavalry, I trust that the three rissalahs attending the 
two first detachments will be sufficient for an early passage of the Kliy- 
ber Pass. If delay be necessary, the lOth Cavalry will have joined. 

3. I liave the lionor to inclose a copy of a letter addressed to Bri- 
gailier Wild, on the 30th ultimo, regarding the employment of a body of 
Jezailchees, which 1 hope will meet with your Lordship’s approbation. 

4. I beg to report that, in conforinity with the suggestion contained 
in the 8th [)arugraph of your Lordship’s ilispatch, I have directed Her 
Majesty’s 39tli Regiment to inarch, via (Iwalior, to Agra. 

5. Captain Taylor’s levy has been ordered to remain at Cawnpore till 
further orders. 

I have &c., 

.1. Nicodls. 


No. 97.— 'rive Goiiernor-Gener(d of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Furl William, Decemher 17, 1842. 

Sjr,—W e entirely ap]m>ve of the measures rcjiorted to have been 
adopted in your Excellency's lettia- of the 1st instant, and of the instruc¬ 
tions issued to Brigadier Wild, authorizing him to entertain a body of 
Jezailchees. 

We have, &c., 

Aucklakd, W.W Bird, W. Casement, II.T. Pkinsep. 


No. 98.— Mujor-Generul Sir R. Sale to Major-General Lumley. 

Jellalahacl, December 20, 1841. 

Sir, —In consequence of Bri^viit-Captain Gerrard having been severely 
wounded here on the I4th ultimo, 1 have oidy to-day received from him 
a report of the part boiaie by his detachment in the transactions attending 
the destruction of the fort of the Ihz Begee, in the fastnesses of the 
Mamoo Khail, and the subsequent retreat of the irregulars from Gunda- 
inuck. 1 have now the honor to forward that communication, together 
with a similar one from Captain Burn, commanding the Khyberee 
Rangers. I bog to add, fliat I feel greatly indebted to Captain Gerrard 
and the troops under his command for their conduct on that occasion, 
and the manner in whicdi the demolition of the castle of the refractory 
cliief was efiected, and the men of Shah Sooja’s corps of Sajqiers and 
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Miners were' aftcnvards withdrawn, appears to mo to afford evidence of 
no ordinary skill, perseverance, and resolution on the part of Lieutenant 
Cunningham, in charge of the last-mentioned party. 

I have, &c., 

R. Sai.e. 


No. 99 .—Captain Gerrard to Captain PFade. 

Jellalahad, December i2G, 1S-11. 

Sin,—I have the honor to state, for the information of the Major-tleneral 
commanding, that, on the morning of tlic 11th ultimo, I was joiiiecl by a 
detachment of the Sappers and Minon’s, Shah Shooja’s force, and of the 
2nd Cavalry, Shah Shooja’s force, under the counaaud of Lioiitcnnnt 
Cunningham, with official instructions to destroy the liastions of the Fort 
of Mamoo Khail. Thc-parties of the Sappiirs were immediately set to 
work, and everything was progressing w'ell and (piielly, wlien about ten 
o’clock I was informed that two houses (one in the iai-ger and one in the 
smaller fort) were on fire. Flames and smoke filled th(“ jilaee, and the 
powder and working jiarties were withdrawn with considerabh’ iliffieulty. 
Whilst we were engaged in this a smart fii-ing was heard in our rear, aiid 
I was made awaire by a parly (wliich I had jiosted for the purpose') that 
the enemy wen; coming down upon us. Tlie assemble was immediately 
sounded; No. 1 company was thrown to the rear in skirmishing order ; 
No. 2, amongst the trees on the bank of the rai ine ; No. 3, left in 
parlies of a naik and live, along the walls and I'astions, with a strong 
party at the gateway, to eiiidde us to enter should our skirmishers be 
beaten back. Lieutenant Cunningham now made an opening in the wall 
of the vineyard, and set parties to work to drive horizontivl shafts from 
tlie outside into the centre of the bastions, whilst I joined the skirmishers, 
and kept down the fire of my men as much as possible : 1 remained with 
this party for some time, and on returniiig to the gateway was informed 
by Lieutenant Cunningham that, from the nature of the materials, it was 
a work of great difficulty to mine, from the outside, but that as the wind 
ap))eared to blow steadily from the westward, he was of opinion that the 
flames and smoke must have abated sufficiently to enable him to recom¬ 
mence his work from the inside, in the wimlward bastions. This, he 
informed me, would comjdetely destroy the strength of the fort on that 
side. I again returned to my skirmishers, and, to my surpise, found them 
between two and three miles from the fort. I inquired the reason, and was 
told that a company of the Khyber corps was advancing along the iiiiposite 
bank of the ravine, and that my men had moved forward to cover them. 
The Khyberees opened a fire upon the enemy, drove a few men behind 
a small fort, and took possession of it. They had not been in it five 
minutes when a party of about T50 men rushed down upon them, and 
drove them in disorder to my side of the ravkie. Just as this occurred 
I received a message from LieuteiiMt Cunningham, to say that the 
mines were ready, and that Lieutenant Dowson had come down to our 
assistance with a party of Jan-Baz. I retired quitely and steadily upon 
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tlie fort, and {?ave directions to Hyder Ali Khan (the native commandant} 
that the instant the skirmishers came under the fire of the men on tlie 
walls they were to close up by the right of the fort, and form in front of 
tlie gate. The other company retir^ by the left, and were halted, to 
keep back the enemy till arrangements were made to move on Gunda- 
muck. It is with great regret I have now to state, that my men could 
not get space to form uji, on account of the Khyberees becoming com¬ 
pletely intermixed with the detachment. The Khyberees at once com¬ 
menced walking liurriedly, and in confusion, towards Gundamuck. The 
mines exploded witliout accident, and ruined the two bastions to their 
foundations. It was here that 1 first met Lieutenant Dowson, who re¬ 
ported to me that he had brought loO Jan-Baz to my aid, and that 50 of 
them had been posted to secure our retreat through the village. The 
fire at this time having become «:xceedingly heavy, the Kyberces fairly 
broke and ran, throwing all into confusion in their progress. The 
utmost exertions of Lieutenant Dowson and Cunningham, of ITyder Ali 
Khan, and myself, to get a party to face the enemy, were altogether in¬ 
effectual. The confusion increased every moment, and all our endeavours 
to carry off the magazine, and bring off the dead and wounded, were 
fruitless ; order could not be restored till having got clear of the village 
(from which I need not say the .lan-Baz had long before tnoved away), 
and the steps of cultivation, 1 trailed upon the party of the 2nd Cavalry 
to charge the enemy. The rissalah immediately halted, and faced about, 
whilst the Jezailchecs and Sappers at once rallied, and formed up in good 
order to their support. At this juncture not a single man of the Khy¬ 
berees or Jan-Baz was to be seen. The cavalry charged home with me 
in the most gallant manner, and killed a few of the enemy, the remainder 
taking themselves to the village and ravines. From the moment that 
we moved out of the fort the firing ujxni us had been iuees.sant, and almost 
entirely' from invisible enemies ; but this sudden and unexpected attack 
put a stop to the pursuit, and we were allowed to join Caj)tain Burn 
without another .assiiult being made upon us. The rest of the events of 
this day have been reported to the Major-Gencn-al by Ca])tain Burn. 

To Lieutenants Dowson and Cunningham my best thanks are duo, for 
their great exertions on this occasion. 1 also beg to bring to the notice 
of the Major-General the cxemjdai-y conduct of Jlyder Ali Khan, the 
native commandant of the Jezailcheos, and of Jawahis Sing, the Rissal- 
dar of the 2nd Cavalry', Shah Shooja’s force. To Lieutenant Cunning¬ 
ham, and his small party of Sappers, the highest j)raise is due for the 
effectual manner in which the fort was dismantled under such trying 
circumstances, and amidst so many obstacles ; and to the men of the 
Jezailchees, for the gallant manner in which they sustained the attiieks of 
the enemy for so many hours. 


I have, &e., 

J. G. Gebrard. 
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Jletnm of hilled, wounded, and mixsmg in the detachment of 
Shah Shoqja's Force, under the command of Captain Gerrard, 
Shah ShoojcHs Force, 

Jellvdahad, December 26, 1841. 
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Total. 


Killed:—1 llavildar, 2 Naiques, 34 Privates, 1 Khalassic, and 11 
Horses. 

Wounded:—I Jemadar, 1 Dulfddar, 3 Ilavildars, 36 Privates, and 4 
Horses. 


John Grant Gerrard, Captain.' 


No. 100 .—Captain Burn to Captain hVadc. 

Jellalahud, November 13, 1841. 

Sir,—I have tlie honor to report, for the information of Major-General 
Sir R. Sale, K. C. R., coniinaiuling, the cirenni.stiuiees under wliieh 1 was 
eonipelled to ahnndon the post of Gundamuck, on the afternoon of the 
11th instant. 

The Major-General i.s aware that tlie force left under my eoinraand 
consisted of tlie 3rd Kegiment of Jan-Caz, the Khyher Rangers, and two 
(i-pounders, manned by the Shah’s artillery men (Hindoostanees). This 
fimee was to be reinforced by a party of 200 of the Jozailehee Regiment, 
under Captain Gerrard, after the destruction of Meer I’fzul Khan’s fort 
in Mamoo Khail. 

Previous to the march of the troops under Sir R. Sale from'Gimda- 
inuek, on the forenoon of the 11th, doubts were entertained of the fide¬ 
lity of the men of the ,Jan-Baz Regiment, and those of the Kliyber Ran¬ 
gers were not altogether without suspicion. These doubts were very 
soon veritied by the desertions of the whole of the Jau-Ba.z and a very 
large portion of the Khyber Hangers. The desertion of tlie fiirnier was, 
1 think, precipitated, and fortunately so, by.my ordering a p.arty of them, 
under Lieutenant Dowson, to Captain Gerrard’s assistance in Matnoo 
Khail, he having been hotly attacked by the Kohgcenecs in the neighbour^ 
hood of Meer IJfznl Khan’s fort; so soon as the forces under the Major- 
General moved from Gundamuck, and while the destruction of the fort 
was still in progress. The Jan-Baz made a show of accompanying Litai- 
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tenant Dowson to Mamoo Khail, but only to desert him, wliich they did 
to a man, and followed those who had remained with me towards Tootur, 
wliich lies on one of tlic reads leading to Cabooh* 

I detached with the Jan-Baz one company of the Khyber Rangers, 
with orders to push on and join Cai)taiu Gerrard in Mamoo Khail, and 
sent a second company half-way to Mamoo Kluiil, to act as a support. 
This second company returned without orders about 4 r.M., and shortly 
afterwards deserted, having plundered a portion of the baggage which 
was left in my charge on the march of the brigade from Guudamuek. 
The remainder of the men of tlie Khyber Riingors were extremely anxi¬ 
ous to move off, and I perceived the hopelessness of any attempt to 
control them, and that our only cliance of escape was in fo.Uowing where 
they led ; we accordingly moved off with the guns, keeping as many of 
the men of the Kliyber Rangers with them as possible, and as .our pro¬ 
gress was slow, the guns being drawn by ))ullocks, time was allowed for 
Captain Gerrard’s party to join us, which they did about a mile off the 
cantonments. • . - 

Captain Gerrard’s little band, consisting of a small party of the Shah’s 
Sappers and Miners, a few of Captain Andcr.sou’8 Horse, and the Jezail- 
chces, formed our rear-guard, and to them we owe our“safc escape from 
Guntlaniuck. We retreated without molestation, excepting in coming 
tlirough the pass on tlie-norlli side of tlie Nccinki Velley, where a few 
shots were fired at ns ; Init, notwitlistaiidiiig the absence of all opposi¬ 
tion oil the part of tlie enemy, I regret to report that I was forced to 
abandon both my guns. Tlic wlicols of one of them got locked amongst 
large stones in the first iiullali we had to cross afti^r leaving Guudamuek, 
and there I had to spilcc and abandon it. The second we brought ns far 
as the brigade to the east of Gundamnek, but it, too, we wore forced 
to abandon, 'i'lie remainder of our march to I'uttehabad, where we 
joined the Major-General, was unattended with any circuinKtaiices deserv¬ 
ing of notice. Of the Khyber Rangers not more, tiian 250 marched into 
I’uttehabad with us, the remainder having taken the road to Kajii with 
tlie Jemadar who deserted. 

I shall leave it to Captain Gerrard to detail his own operations in 
Mamoo Kliail. and shall only remark that the manner in which he 
brought off liis small detachment, ably assisted by tiieutenaiit Cuiiiiiiig- 
ham, of the Sappers and Miners, is deserving of the Major-General’s 
liigbcst pr.iise. The conduct of their men, while under my eyes, was 
exemplarv^ in the extreme, not a murmur escaped them, but each did bis 
duty clieertull}'. Tlie liiiidoostan portion of the detachment, the Major- 
General is aware, was under arms from daylight in the raoriiiiig till 
twelve at night, when we reached Futtehabad, aiid, during a .considerable 
part of that period, were warmly engaged with tlie eueinv. 

Captain GeiTard’s loss, he will himself report ; that of the company I 
detached to his assustanee I am unable to state correctly, a number Of the 
men having been reported missing on its return ; but the Jemadar i-oni- 
maiidiiig informs me he lost ten killed and nine wounded, four of the 
latter be brought back with him, the rest were unable to get away. 

I have, &c., 

II.- W. Burn. 
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No. 101.— Major-General Sir B. Sale to the Officer Commanding 

at Peshawar. 

Jellodabad, December 26, 1841. 

Sib, —I beg to forward to you copy of a communication from his 
Excellency the Commander-in-chief, date Mynporee, 27th ultimo, and 
have to direct therefore, that as*soon as four native regiments shall be 
united at Peshawur, they may be moved forward to Jellalabad without 
a moment’s delay. I have to request that you will for this purpose put 
yourself immediately in’ communication with Captain Mackeson, Political 
Agent, and avail yourself of his counsel, information, and aid, in organiz¬ 
ing the means of this movement. 

Should an officer senior to yourself be proceeding with the two regi¬ 
ments. which are to be expected to arrive at Peshawur after your own, 
you will be pleased to hand this over to him on his joining you, and in 
the mean time to send liim a copy of it, and make him acquainted with 
tlie nature and state ofJthe preparation for his immediate advance. 

I have made known to the* Political Agent by tliis day’s dawk, the 
circumstance of these instructions having been sent to you, and I desire 
you distinctly to understand, that 1 regard it as a matter of the utmo^ 
moment as respects British interests in Affghanistan, that four native 
regiments should nliike their appearance, with the least possible delay, 
under the walls of this place. • 

I have, &c., 

R. Sai.e. 

P. S.—^You will be pleased to acknowledge the receipt of this commu¬ 
nication by return of dawk, and at the same time inform me what steps 
you are taking. 

No. 102.— Mtgor-General Sir R. Sale to Major Craigie. 

* JeUalahad, December 26, 1841. 

Sni,—I have the honor, for the information of his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief; to acknowledge the receipt, this day, of your letters 
of the 27th and 28th ultimo, and have immediately dispatched instruc¬ 
tions to the senior officer commanding the British troops at Peshawur, to 
lose no time in joining me here (as soon as the first four regiments o^ 
Native Infantry are ijwited), in communication with the Political Agent, 
as the presence of any reinforcements here will enable me to keep the 
neighbouring tribes (j[uiet, and will, I hope, act as a powerful diversion in 
favor of our interests at Cabool. 

I regret that I cannot furnish his Excellency with any authentic 
accounts of our situation at 4he capital, since my letter of the 19th 
instant, to his address. Native reports all indicate that some cessation 
of hostilities has taken place, but the exact nature of it is doubtful; no 
two accounts agreeing. 

I have experienced no interruption since the Ist instant, and our forti¬ 
fications are advancing rapidly. The hostile cjiiefs, I am informed, with 
their followers, are Ih ^ie neighbourhood of Bala Bagh. 

I have, 8 mj. 

R. S.U.B. 
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No. 103 .—Jirigadicr JVild to Major Craigk. 

Camp, Peshamir, December 27, 1841. 

Sir, — I have the honor, for the fiiformation of his Excellency the 
Commauder-in-Cldef, to apprize you with niy having- joined here, this 
morning, the advanced portion of the troops under my command. 

The first thing I fomid It necessiiry to do on arrival, was to* shift the 
encampment, for which purpose I went, accompanied by General Avita- 
bile, and Captain Mackeson, to select a spot on the west side of the 
town, in the direction of tlie Khyber Pass. 

The last intelligence from Cabool, formed on native reports, is so 
uncertain and contradictory tliat notliing can "be made but of it. Some 
allude to a capitulation ; otlicrs to a decisive victory on our part obtained 
on the 13th instant. 

Some of the field pieces expected to have been obtained from General 
Avitabile, a's a loan to us, on the part of the Lahore Government, pro¬ 
ceed to-morrow under Sikh troops to Jamrood, their last frontier post 
towards Ali Musjid; but it seems very doubtful whether we shall be 
able to obtain the use of them ; such is yet the insubordinate state of the 
Sikh troops, that although the officers will order tlieir delivery, it is by 
no means certain, whether the men will comply, and the officers dare not 
enforce their orders. At the same time it is Captain Mackeson’s opinion, 
that although the Khyber Pass might be gone through in safety, one 
corps to keep open the communication in the rear, if the Afreedees and 
Simonees were indlined to hostilities, would be inadequate ; whilst it 
would not be safe, after having gone through the Pass, and arrived on 
the plain in the neighbourhood of Lalpoora, to proceed onwards without 
guns to Jellalabad. Captain Mackeson is now in treaty with certain of 
the chiefs, and entertains hopes of obtaining hostages from them, their 
answer is shortly expected ; and in the mean .time the rear detachment 
will also have arrived here, viz., on the 31st instant. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 


No. 104 .—Brigadier Wild to the Brigade-Major of Major-Gme- 

ral Sale’s Force. 

Peshaimr, December 27, 1841. 

Sir,— I have the honor to state, for the information of Sir E. Sale, 
that I joined here to-day the advanced detachment of the troops under 
my command, consisting of two regiments of Native Infantry, a com¬ 
pany of artillery, (without guns,) a company of Sappers and Miners, and 
a troop of Irregular Cavalry. 

The rear detachment consisting of two regiments of Native Infantry, 
which I left on the 21st, will arrive here on the 31st instant. The Poli¬ 
tical Agent here has not ybt succeeded in obtaining in a way that can be 
relied on, the assistance of field pieces, which were expected to be lent 
by the Lahore Government, and without which he considers ho attempt 
to proceed beyond Lalpoora ought to be made. . 
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May I request to be favored with Sir fl. Sale’s orders and sentiments, 
grounded, as they no doubt will be, on the best intelligence received 
from Cabool, which seems so uncertain, and in many instances contra¬ 
dictory, that one does not know what to make of it. The difficulty of 
communicating with Jellalabad, will plead my excuse for sending a letter 
of this size and shape. 

I have, he.. 

C. F. WiLi>. 


No. 105 .—Brigadier Wild to Major-General Lnmleg. 

Peshenmr, December 29, 1841. 

Sib, —I beg to state, for the information of his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, that since the letter which I had the honor to address to 
you the day before yesterday, on which I arrived here, no news of any 
importance has been received, and I regret to say, that no further pro¬ 
gress has yet been made in obtaining guns from General Avitabile, who, 
on tlie most pressing remonstrance made to him by Captain Mackeson to¬ 
day, said he could not give them up without an express permission from 
the Lahore Government, having but nine pieces altogether, and that if 
he were required, to keep a communication in our rear hereafter, he would 
be obliged to plead his inability to do so, for want of guns that had been 
lent us. He, however, agreed at last to refer the case to Raqa Golab 
Sing, at Hazara, by letter to-day ; and Captain Mackeson has addressed 
another letter to the Raja to the same eftect ; but it wiU take four days 
ere an answer be obtained. 

Grain and some treasure have been sent on by Captain Mackeson to 
Lalpoora, which they reacl^d in safety ; Imt its friendly chief appears to 
be under some aj)prehension for the safety of his charge, and to be 
destitude of means to forward on the treasure to Jellalabad. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Winn. 


No. 106.— Brigade-Major Wade to the Officer Commanding 
at Peehawnr. 

Jellaledtad, Deccmber'20, 1841. 

Sir,—I am directed by Major-General Sir Robert Sale to furnish you 
with the accompanying copy of a letter this day addressed to Captain 
Mackeson, Political Agent at Peshawar, for your information. 

1 am further requested to atld, that it is the Major-General’s wish that 
the Irregular Cavalry, and the other detachments from. India, should 
accompany the advance of the four regiments Native Infqptry to this 
place. * 

I have, &c., 

‘ 11. W^UJE. 

r 2 
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No. 107.— Miyor.-General Sir R. Sale to the Politieal Agent at 

Peshawar. 

Jellalahad, December 2% 1841. 

Sib, —I have already made known to you my desire that as soon as 
four regiments Native Infantry are united at Peshawur, they should 
advance without delay upon this place. I have now to mention that if 
it should happen that the corps are unprovided with sufficient artillery, 
I should feel obliged if you would use your utmost influence with the 
Sikh Authorities to obtain from them a complete battery, of at least six 
pieces, with a full proportion of ammunition, to accompany them here. 
These gims can be sent back to Peshawur with the first British troops 
that return to our provinces. I have sent instructions to the senior 
officer, to the efiect that any detachment of IrreguW Cavalry which may 
have come up should also march with the Infantry. ” 

As yon possess an intimate knowledge of the whole line of the Khyber 
Pass, I rely upon your zeal and intelligence to give the most detailed and 
accurate information on the subject to the officer who may proceed in 
command of the troops, especially as to the points at which he may 
expect attack from the Ooloos, and the means of guarding against it. 

We trust you will be able to send us treasure by this opportunity, and 
shall be happy to be supplied with attah to the utmost extent to which 
you can procure it up to the time when the troops march, as we have not 
been abe to store our magazine in a manner adequate to the wants of a 
place and garrison of such magnitude. 

I have, &c., 

R. Salb. 


No.—108. Brigadier Wild to Maj^r-Generol Lumlcg. 

Peshawur, December 30, 1841. 

SiKj—I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, that the rear detachment of the force under 
my command reached Peshawur to-day, where I propose to allow it a few 
day’s halt before its long march, but as in consequence of intelligence 
received last night from Ali Musjid, Captain Mackeson is desirous that 
some part of the force should occupy a position in advance of the city, I 
have directed the first convoy to move on to Kowulsur, to-morrow morn¬ 
ing, a distance of about seven miles. 

Last night, too, I was informed by General Avitabile that a mutinous 
spirit had shown itself among his artillery men, in consequence of his 
artillery officers having closely examined a couple of guns that were about 
to be ceded to us, with a view to put them in an efficient state of repair 
for the march, and that the Sikh artillery men positively refused to let 
them be removed. It is still hoped, however, that after this force shall 
have proceeded on to Jamrood, the Sikhs may be persuaded to allow the 
two field pieSes to follow dnd be made over to us. 

I cannot express how much I lament that no artillery of our own 
should have been allowed to aepompany or at least to follow me, and to 
find ourselves reduced "te sue, perhaps in vain, for the assistance of two 
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paltry field pieces. Had a troop of horse artillery been preseiat, this 
force would have been in an efficient state for an immediate advance, 
whilst now it may not take place without imminent haaard. If I wait for 
the arrival of artillery from the rear, an irreparable loss of time may take 
plac(^ and in the mean time the ardour of the troops, which are now in 
high and excellent spirits, may also cool down. 

Captain Mackeson received a letter yesterday from Captain McGregor, 
at Jellalabad, telling him that all was quiet that they had not had any 
later accounts from the Envoy at Cabool tliat the 9th instant, but that 
native intelligence had been received of. a peace having been concluded 
between Sir William Macnaghten and the Aflghan tribes, and that provi¬ 
sions again found their way into cantonments. 

Captain Macgregor also gave the pleasing information that 25,000 
rupees, being one half of the treasure sent by Captain Mackeson through 
the Tatara Pass to Lalpoora along with grain, has reached him ; and that 
he hoped the chief of that place, when he should hear of the arrival of 
the first invoice, would also find means to forward the remainder. 

The negotiations with the Afreedee chiefs appear to proceed in a slow 
and doubtful manner, and the Sikh troops promise by no means a cordial 
co-operation as far as my information goes. • 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 

P.S.—I am sorry to add that a heavy and lasting rain appears to have 
set in. 


No. 109.— Major-General Lumley to Brigadier Wild. 

Kvmavl, January II, 1842. 

Sm,—I am directed by the Commander-in-Chief to acknowledge your 
letters of the 27th, 29th, and 3.1st December. 

His Excellency is happy to learn that the troops have arrived in good 
order and good spirits at Peshawur. • 

He is very sorry to find that our Sikh allies have demurred so long in 
providing four or six pieces of artillery for your use : his intelligence of 
the 2nd January, received through Mr. Clerk, leads him to hope that, 
the perwannah from Lahore and the orders of Rajah Golab Sing having 
arrived, the difficulties will be removed. Should this not be the case, 
yon are carefully to act on the fifth article of your instructions. 

The Commander-in-Chief considers Jellalabad to be in a state of 
security^and also that affairs at Cabool are much improved, by a supply 
of provisions having been obtained. There is no very pressing urgency 
for an advance attended with heavy risk ; for the practicability of 
relieving Cabool for two months and a half, is more than doubted. 

His Excellency scarcely thinks it necessary to warn you of tlie pro¬ 
priety of keeping our troops separate from the Sikhs, which, as they are 
not inclined to advance, may not be difficult.* The warnifig, however, 
may be useful; for, when troops show an insubordinate spirit, they are 
inclined to involve the loyal and well disposed in a participation of their 
crime. 
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^ The good feeling of the native regiments uudeT; your orders is not the 
least doubted ; but the Sikhs ipay be inclined to taunt or upbraid them 
and to provoke dissensions. * 

The third division crossed into the Punjah on the 4th instant. 

I have, &e. 

J. R. Lcmley. 


No. 110 .—Briefadier Wild to Major-General Sir R. Sale. 

PesKawvr, January 2, 1842. 

Sir, —I hiive the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated the 26th ultimo, on my way to the Political Agent, Captain Macke- 
sou’s, about an hour ago, half past one p.m., and beg to assure you that 
nothing coincides more with my anxious desires than to comply with your 
wisli that I should move on towards Jellalabad without delay ; but this 
under the terms of the instructions, sent to'me by the Adjutant-General 
of the Army, under date the 11th ultimo, which he informs me have also 
been communicated to you, I do not find it safe to undertake, without the. 
presence of some artillery, in the present excited state of the Afreedi 
and Shinwari tribes. 

No one can lament more sincerely than I do that, the troop of horse ar¬ 
tillery that was to have followed closely the rear detachment of the force 
under my command, should have been detained at Ferozepore, when 
almost in the act of crossing the Sutlej. Had it been present, I should 
have felt myself in an efficient state to advance, the moment Captain 
Mackcsbn’s negociations, which are still in progress with certain Afreedi 
chiefs, should have been concluded. 

His Excellency the Commander-in-Cluef adverted to an expectation 
entertained that General Avitabile, on the part of the Lahore Goveni- 
ment, would be able to lend our Government four or six field-pieces : 
he has only nine altogether, and it appears tliat tlie in.subordinate Sikh 
soldiery (artillery), are much inclined fo prevent the removal of their 
guns, and that the pnly hope of our getting possession of two or perhaps 
four very indifferent field-pieces, is that they may follow us after our 
removal to Kalsar, which is half way between this place and Jumrood, 
and where the whole brigade will be cncamjicd to-morrow. 

You are no doubt aware that his Excellency tlie Commander-in-Chief 
has invested me with discretionary power to advance or not, according 
to circumstances. 

The 10th Regiment of Light Cavalry, Her Majesty’s 9th Regiment of 
Foot, and the 26th Regiment of Native Infantry, together witli a c.arael 
battery and some other guns, as'also some troops of Irregular Cavalry, 
were, it is understood, to have crossed the Sutlej on the 1 st iustaut, but 
no certain aepounts on the ^subject have yet been received. 

I have, &c., 

C.' F. WiLP. 
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No. W\.-^Major-G«ft^l Sir R. Sale to the Vlffiiitr CentmdmUnff 

at Peshawur. ‘ > 

■ ' ^ 

• . JeUalahad^ Jammry S, 

Sib, —I have to ditect that you will, on receipt of thi% hasteft on as 
much as possible yoiir march on this place, circumstances urgently re¬ 
quiring the immediSte presence here of the four Native regiments, and 
the other troops under your command. 

This is sent by cossid ; and you will be pleased to acknowledge the 
receipt of it without delaj'. 

I desire j'ou distinctly to understand that it Ls of vital importance to 
our interests in this country that you should appear j^uder these walls 
immediately. 

I .have, &c., 

R. Sale. 


No. 112 .—Brigadier Wild to Major-General Lumley. 

Peshawur, January 3, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to state, for the information of his Excellency 
the Comraander-in-Chicf, that the whole of the troops under my com¬ 
mand will, in the course of the day, be encamped at Kowulsur, about 
seven miles in advance of the town, towards the Khyber Pass. ' 

Captain Mackeson, the Political Agent, expects to hold a conference 
with some Afreedee Chiefs near Jumrood, to-day, when it will be ascer¬ 
tained how far it may be safe to attempt an advance, for which Major- 
General Sale appears extremely anxious, though he recommmends that it 
should not be ventured on, without six field-pieces and some cavalry. 

I hope four field-pieces are now in the course of being delivered over 
to Captain Mackeson, in consequence of a favorable answer having last 
night been received to the reference which, in a former letter I had the 
honor to mention, had been made to Raja Golab Sing. 

Yesterday, also, native acbounts were transmitted by Captain 
McGregor, Political Agent, at Jellalabad, to which some credence appears 
to be given, (Ml the absence of all official communication from the Envoy 
himself), that Shah Shooja had been playing a double part with his 
friends and our Government, and had been the secret instigator of much 
of the misfortunes that had befalled our arms at CabooT; but that* a 
change had taken place, that the Barakzai Chiefs, headed by Mahomed 
Akbar Khan,, had concluded a peace with the Envoy ; that provisions 
were freely imported into his cantonment, to which all the British troops 
had retired •from the Bala Hissar ; that the. Barukzai and other chiefs 
had offered Shah Shooja a lac of rupees, if he would retire to any place 
most agreeable to himself, to which, however, he returned a decided 
ne^tive, and said that he would assert his right to the crown to the last. 
It is impossible to say what part of this intelligence is true 'Or not, but 
there is little .doubt that a favorable turn to our ^terests at Cabool has 
taken place. 

I have, &c., * 

C. F. Wild. 
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No. \lS,-^Brigadier Wild to MajoTf'Gmeral Lumleg. 

' Camp, Koumlsur, January 6, 1842. 

Sm,—My carap^being at the distance of eight or nine miles from the 
Political Agent’s residence, I had no definite infonnation to communicate 
yesterday, which will, I trust, serve as my apology for not having done 
myself Uie honor of addressing you then, for the'information of his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

Captain Mackeson succeeded in obtaining, on the 3rd instant, four 
field-pieces with a complement of horses, from General Avitabile, though 
not without a disposition to interrupt their progress by the Sikh soldiery, 
who were seen cpllecting and consulting together as the guns went past 
their cantcmment; but it so happened that the 30th and fiSrd Regiments 
came up at that time, on their way to this camp, from the ground they 
left at Peshawur, so the artillery fell in a-head of the column, and no 
hindrance was offered. • 

On the following day, the guns being tested, the limber of one of them 
gave way, so as to be required to be renewed. The repairs are now in 
progress, and will be completed in two or tliree days. 

The hired Rewaree camels have given the greatest possible annoyance 
since the troops arrived here; the Sarwans declaring that neither 
threats or money would induce them to proceed onwards to Jellalabad, 
though Lieutenant-Colonel Parsons, the Deputy-Commissary-General, 
had intimated to me, and to the commanding officer of every regiment in 
this brigade, that he had concluded an agreement with some person at 
Ferozepore to secure us the further services of these camels on to 
Jellalabad, on the payment in advance here of twelve rupees for esich ; but 
it now appears, after a reference on the subject, that the agreement was 
concluded by a person unauthorized by the real owners to do so, and 
without their concurrence. ‘ 

Captain Mackeson, however, left me under the impression (this even¬ 
ing) that by great concessions, and promising a liberal indemnification 
for the cattle that perishes, he may yet prevail on them to proceed : but 
I never witnessed a more determined and perverse defiance tlxan these 
camel owners have shown on this occasion. 

Notwithstanding every precaution taken by means of guards sent out 
with the camels when they go to graze, and keeping watch over them in 
caipp, some hundreds have contrived to abscond,’ a great proportion of 
which have been recovered. 

An estimate was made of the number of camels that will be jrequired 
for progress of the brigade through the Kliyber Pass, for treasure, for 
ammunition, camp equipage, private baggage (reduced to the lowest scale, 
as one small tent is made to 8ei;ve for the accommodation of three or 
four officers, who have also been limited to the fewest servants possible,) 
and for the carriage of one month’s provisions on a road, where, in some 
parts, nothing in the world can be procured for either man or beast but 
what is carried along hence. The estimate amounted to upwards of 
3,000 camels; and supposing tliat half a month’s supplies would be 
sufficient the number would still amount to about 2,200, and must be 
reduced. 

In the meantime C^itain Mackeson exerts himself to form a depdt of 
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grain at Lalpoora, by the Tattara Pass, conveyed tliither on mules, 
jwuies, and donkies ; but in small quantities at the time, so as to ftduce 
the quantum that would have to be escorted by the troops from this 
place. . ' , . 

Today the Afreedee Chiefs were to have lield a meetii^ to consult 
together oh the terms that have been ofl'ered them. Their rejjly will 
probably be received the day after to-morrow, and contribute materially 
to the decision I shall come to regarding an advance upon Jellalabad, a 
consummation whkili 1 consider most desirable ; though, with the insiiRi- 
cient means at my disposal, if anything like an opimsition of numerous 
bodies on different jmints is to take place, the sacrifice of lives may be 
enormous ; but if once attempted, I consider it must be carried into 
. efi’cet, and that to recede ever so little is not to be thought of in the face 
of so ruthless a foe. The immense string of camels, where only one can 
go a-broast, allowing about five yards to each, and which will extend to 
nearly nine miles, is of itself a very serious impediment. 

The above intelligence* Iiaviug reached Jellalabad and Peshawur in 
comparatively so short a time, it is possible the Khyberees may not have 
become iicquaintcd with it. Nevertheless, it can scarce be expected but 
that wlieu ouce fully aware of the state of affairs, the feiur of provoking 
tiie resentment of tlie Caboolees and their adherents will make them 
break off any treaty they may have contracted with us, in spite of the 
forbearance-money they receive for not molesting us, and which tlie 
dependents at all times scfircely consider to be binding on themselves, 
whatever their chiefs may do. 

The road between our camp .and Peshaw\iv is not safe, from the 
Afreodees’ attacks upon defenceless people. Three camp-followers were 
fbimd murdered on tlie road two days ago, who had not time to reach 
cam}) before dusk. 

^ have, fke., 

C. F. WiLJj. 


No.—114. Briyadier Wild to Mnjor-Gcmral Sir It. Sale. 

'■ Camp, Kowtdmr, half-way to Jumrood, 

January 7, 184‘2, 

Sia,—I had the honor to address a letter for your information to your 
Prigade-Major on the 27tli ultimo, the day on which I reached Peshawur. 

On the ist iiistaiit I acknowledged the receipt of your letter of the 
26th ultimo, and explained at the same time my reasons for not comjilying 
with your wish of proceeding to Jellalabad forthwith. Four guns have since 
been obtained from General Avitabile ; but one of them on being tested 
with an extra charge, smashed its limber, which is now in course of being 
replaced. Another great difficulty under which we labour is the obstre¬ 
perous conduct of our hired’ ciunel men, a large proportion of which 
sewn not inclined to yield to the influence of either threats or money, and 
without supplies it is almost impossible to proceed, where map and beast 
depend on the food that accompanies the force for their subsistence. 


* The foregoing parogruph has reference to the reported murder of the Envoy. 

Q 
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In tbw third plnc^ Captain Mockeson has oftbred terms lo certain 
Afreedee chiefs for facilitating the passage through the Khyber Pass, to 
which the expected reply has not b^n received, and which so much affects 
the compaRitive Security of our advance, as to deserve serious attention, 
for there is no doubt that if the brigade shbuld meet the opposition of 
numerous bodies in many points, during its progress, a heavy sacrifice of 
life must ensue, for the attempt once made must be persevered in to its 
fulfilment. In the fourth instance, there is such an evident want of 
zealous co-operation on the part of the Sikh chiefs and soldiery, if not of 
their Government, though 1 sus])ect the feeling originates there, 
that I consider no reliance can be placed on them, for keeping open the 
communication in our rear, after we Imve once gone on. 

I have now the honor of acknowledging the receipt to-day of your note 
of the 3rd instant, again calling on me to hasten my advance, though at 
the same time it would appear that within the walls of Jcllalabad you 
consider yourself safe, and it therefore remains for me to weigh maturely, 
how far, with the inadequate means at my disposal, having no cavalry, 
except one troop of irregular horse, I would promote or hurt the interests 
of the service, if after pushing on I were to join you in a crippled state. 
But if you thought of retiring with your force upon Pesliawur, I would 
not hesitate instantly to advance, and take up positions in the Khyber 
Pass at any cost, to assist in faeilituting your retreat. 

I beg at the same time to assure you, that I will not cease to watch 
for the first seasonable opportunity to advance with the force at my dis¬ 
posal, with a view to instantly avail myself of it. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 


No. 115 .—Major Pottiwjer and Major-General Elphinstone, to 
Captain Maegregor. 

Cabool, December 29, 1841. 

SiE,—It having been found necessary to conclude an agreement 
founded on that of the late Sir William Macnaghten, for the evacuation 
of Affglianistan by the troops, we have the honor to request that you will 
intimate to the officer commanding at Jcllalabad, our wish that the troops 
now at that place should return to India, commencing their march 
immediately after the receipt of this letter, leaving all guns, the property 
of Dost Mahomed Khan, with the new Governor. As also such stores 
and baggage as there may not be the means of carrying away, and the 
provisions in store for our use, on arriving at Jellalabad. 

. Abdool Zhufoor Khan, who is the bearer of this letter, will render you 
all the assistance in his pow:er. He has been appointed Governor of 
Jellalabad on the part of the existing Government. 

C> 

, We have, &c, 

Eldked Pottingek, anp W. K. Elphinstone. 
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No. \\%,—^Me^or-G^iural Sir R. Sale md Ca^e^ /Maeffregsr^ to 
Major Pottinger and Major-tCjeneral ElphtnitMe. 

Jellalabad, Jarwarg 9, |^842. 

S™«,—We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 29th ultimo, which you therein state was to be delivered to us by 
Abdool Zhufoor Khan, appointed Governor of this place by the existing 
powers at Cabool. The communication was not handed to us by him, 
but by a messenger of his, and though dated 29th December, 1841, has 
only this moment reached us. We have, at the same time, positive in¬ 
formation that Mahomed Akbar Khan has sent a proclamation to all the 
chiefs in the neighbourhood, urging them to raise thier followers, for the 
purpose of intercepting and destroying the force now at Jcllalabad. 
Under these circumstances, we have deemed it our duty to await a further 
communication from you, which we desire may point out the security 
which is to be given for our safe march to Peshawur. 

We have, he., 

K. Sale, and G. H. Maccbegoe. 


No. 117 .—Brigmlier Wild to Major-General Lumley. 

Camp, Kovmdmr, January 7, 1842. 

Sir, —I liave tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt, to-day, of your 
letter of tlie 26th ultimo, and to state in reply that I did acknowledge 
the receipt of the original instructions which you sent me, from Masur- 
kyala, on the 20th ultimo. 

I shall, as desired, have his Excellency’s orders conveyed to Captain 
Ponsonby, now residing at Peshawur, to await there the arrival of Major- 
General Pollock. 

My former letters will have informed his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief that 1 consider an advance through the Khyber Pass, with the 
means at my disposal, having no other cavalry but a troop of Irregular 
Cavalry, with some indifferent artillery, as sowewhat lutzardous, and 
likely to cost many lives ; but that I shall run the risk of it, if occasion 
l equires it. 

From the various information I have obtained, an advance through the 
Khyber Pass oughttnot to be attempted, except undef favourable circum¬ 
stances, with alessfor(!e than 6000 men, with six guns, besides cavalry, the 
want of which may be felt immediately after emerging from the. western ex¬ 
tremity of the Pass, beyond Lundee Khami, on approaching Dckka ; and 
that it would require a whole corps at Ali Musjid to maintain the com¬ 
mand of water, which must be brought to the fort from some distance, 
and to assist in keeping open the communication, if the Afreedees were 
determined on opposing us ; and that it would require two corps more, 
with some guns, to be posted near Gurhee Lala Beg, Laugee, and Lundee 
Khana, to' maintain the communication open above, and to'be sufficiently 
strong to resist the attacks of the Khyberees. ■* 

With reference to Captain Ferris’s Jczailchee corps, I understand from 
him that when he left Pesh Bolak he had one wing on duty at Jellalabad, 
which is still there ; about 150 men are at Lalpoora, to winch place they 

Q 2 
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f'scortcd grain and treasure by the Tatara Pas% and the remaituler, con.- 
sisting, 1 believe, of aboitt 40, is- the only part of his corps that could 
accompany the brigade. 

The Sikhs show such extreme lukewarmness not to say reluctance, in 
the co»operation they are required to afford, that it is much to "be appre¬ 
hended their assistance in the field, or in keeping open tlie communica¬ 
tion in the Khylmr Pass, .is in no way to be depended on. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. WULD. 


No. 118.— lifir/ndtir mid to General Sir 

Camp, Koumlsur, Jamary 8, 1812. 

Sir, —I was honored yesterday afternoon with your Excellency’s letter 
of the 27 th ultimo, regarding the advance, through the Khyber Pass, 
of the brigade under niy command, and I have never felt so deeply 
impressed as on the occasion of its perusal, with the difference there is 
between simply obeying orders and acting on my own res))onsibility, in 
a case affecting the lives of thousands, and perhaps the vital interests of 
the state, though I trust, with the Almighty’s help, I shall not be found 
wanting in firnmess and perseverance, when the time for acting may 
arrive. 

In replying yesterday to the Deputy Adjutant-Cencral's oflicial letter 
of the 26th December, I stated, (hat from tin; information I iiad ohtaiiK^d 
from various quartims, the general impression was, tliat an advance 
through the Khyber Pass, except under favorable circumstances, ought 
not to be attempted with a less force than (>,000 men, six guns, and some 
cavalry, and mine is wanting of that strcngtli by a complement of one- 
third. The brigade under the orders of Major-General McCaskill will 
not probably reach Peshawur before the 8tli or lOt.h of Febrnnr}', and 
will not be within reach to support mine, in the event of my advancing 
now. Should any disaster bofal me that brigade would then be placed 
in a predicament worse oven than what mine now stands in. 

What the views of Government, as to our retaining possession of 
Jcllalabad, may be, after our troops evacuate Cabool, which, by a letter 
received from Captain Pottinger, appears to have been decided upon 
there, I, of course, know not ; but if no immediate dftigcr threatens the 
force of Sir Robert Sale at Jcllalabad, and he can maintain himself there 
in safety, until Major-General McCaskill’s brigade arrive here, our united 
brigades advancing together would be able to afford Majoi’-General Sir 
Robert Sale certain and effectual relief, and be prepared also to join ids 
force in carrying on ofiensive operations, if required ; whereas, if each 
brigade in succession were to reach Jcllalabad in a crippled slate, from 
having been unable singly to overpower the resistance opposed to its 
progress, bfith may arrive there so wcfikenod as to reduce the whole to a 
state of ineflicieucy. 

The Sikh soldiery, too, is in such a disorganized and insubordinate 
state that no confidence fcan be placed in any show of assistance on the 
part of the Lahore Government. The men, as well as their cliiefs, are 
decidedly averse to contribute in any way to the success of our arms. 
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Generic Avitafoile, who paid me a visit tliis evening, cm his return 
Jumrood, related the two following instances of insubordination, which 
occurred to-day. He ordered two battalions, which it was intended 
should co-operate With as, to move out to Jumrood, from their lines at 
Peshawur,—they flatly refused, and gave him to understand that they 
intended to return to Laliore. lu'the next place, he also ordered three 
guns to be taken to Jumrood ; but as these were in progress the same 
Sikh soldiers seized on one of them, as they passed in front of their 
lines, and let only the other two proceed. No reliance whatever can 
therefore be placed on their keeping the communication open in our rear, 
ill the event of our advancing, and there is still less chance that they will 
move onwards with us, even so f» as Ali Musjjid.. 

Your Excellency alludes to tlie firm occupation of Ali Musjid, and 
Major Craigie, in the aboveracntiimed official letter, says, that “ it ought 
to be occupied by three coiniuiuies of Native Infantry, well provisioned, 
and with a good store of ainniunition.” Captain Ferris, who was left 
to garrison that fort, when first taken, and Captain Mackesoii also, have 
assured me, that in case tlie Afreedees were decidedly liostile, nothing 
short of one complete regiment could maintain itself there, as the com¬ 
mand of water, v.'hich had to be brought to the fort from a considerable 
distance, could not be secured without a strong garrison. Sltould I find 
this to be really tlie ease, it would reduce my strength for ulterior pro- 
gi'css very mn(!li. 

Luiidee Khaiia, near the upper or western extremity of the Kliyber 
Pass, to M'liicli your Excellency also calls my attention, as a suitable 
position to be occuiiied, has been represented to me as the most con¬ 
tracted and formidable part of the whole Khybgr Pass^and that it will be 
difficult to find in its neightourhowl a position that is not commanded 
by some near adjoining hill. 

There is another [lositioii, which has likewise been pointed out to me, 
between Ali Musjid and Lundee Khana, in the vicinity of Ghurree Lalla 
Beg, and Luagee, as one that ouglit to be occupied, to keep the com- 
nmnication open, but these posts would require to be of such strength, 
fo gu.ard against attack, fhere would not be any troops left to advance 
with after getting tlirough the pass, whilst the greatest difficulty would 
b(‘ to supply them witli provisions, as it would, except in the most urgent 
ci'.se> be impossible for us to advance immediately, for want of cattle. 
We had been informed by the Commissariat, that the camels we brought 
with us from Ferozepore liad been bound down by an agreement to 
proceed with us to Jollalabad, on payment of twelve rupees each in 
advance, a very high rate of hire. Our stores, arnmunitiou, commissariat 
supplies, were all loaded on them, but to the great annoyance of the Poli¬ 
tical Agent, myself, and all concerned, tlie camel owners denied being 
a party in the agreement ; they could not be forced, and ueithcjr threats, 
nor the most liberal offers of remuneration, could induce above one- 
fourth of them to move on a step beyond this; nay, these even repent, 
and are not to te depended upon. 

Captain Mackeson is now trying to supply the place of eiunels, for tlie 
carriage of grain, &c., with bullocks and ponies, for there is no 
Commissariat officer either with me or at Peshawur, to arrange these 
matters. 
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T am told that on emerging from the pass beyond Lundee Khana, and 
thence on to Jellalabad, we are likely to feel the want of cavalry for the 
protection of the cattle. 

Tlietroops, lam happy to say, are healthy, though they felt fatigued 
after their long march; on arriving here, for when they came to the cross¬ 
ing of a river, tlie day that would otherwise have been a halt for them, 
was a harder working-day than any other, to unload and load the ferry 
boats with Comrais-sariat stores, ammunition, baggage, &c. I shall, 
however, be obliged to leave behind me here thirty or forty sick, most 
of them men who were brought before the Invaliding Committee last 
year, but were not passed, because it was thought two or three years’ 
work might still be got ou^of them. ^ 

General Avitabile has repetitcdly expatiated on the danger of preced¬ 
ing through the Khylrer Pass with so small a force as the one under 
ray command, and entreated me not to act rashly in the attempt. 
Major-General Sir Robert Sale, on the other hand, is rather peremptory 
in his desire that I should hasten on to Jellidabad, but I conceive he could 
not have been aware of the instructions I received by our Excellency’s 
orders, nor of tlie hazardous nature of the attemjrt. I, however, wrote 
to him yesterday, that if he thought of retiring upon Poshawur, I could 
not then hesitate to a'dvanc^e, to take up position, at any cost, in the Khy- 
ber Pass, to facilitate liis retreat. 

I have, &c., 

C. r. WiLi). 

No. 119.— -Jirit/mlier Wild to Major-General Lurnley. 

Camp, Kowttlsur, January 9, 1842. 

Sib, —1 have not yet received your letter. No. 2,482 of the 30th 
ultimo, but Caiitain Mackeson has communicated to me the copy of it 
which was sent to Mr. Clerk. 

I had the honour of informing you in my last, of the present di.stribu- 
tion of Captain Ferris’s corps of Jezailchees, which would make known 
to his Excellency tlie Commander-in-Chief, how very few men belonging 
to it remain with him, and out of that number I find that tliere are about 
fifteen who have not yet recovered from the effects of their wounds, leav¬ 
ing in fact only twenty-five men fit for duty. Those that were detached 
as an escort with grain and treasure to Lalpoora, as mentioned by me in 
a former letter, amounting to about 170, have been recalled ; their num¬ 
ber is supposed to be considerably reduced since. Captain Ferris has 
promised me a statement of his corps when that detachment arrives. 
He has had many desertions of late, both among the men who were 
detached hence and those at Jellalabad, which he partly attributes to 
want of pay, they being four months’ in arrears, and those who have 
gone have ttken their jezails or rifles with them, which is a serious loss. 
Captain Ferris has been trying to recruit trustworthy men here, to fill up 
the vacancies in his corps, without success ; he does not think the men 
to be had could be depended upon, or safely trusted with a jezail or 
ammunition for it; but there is another description of people to be had 
here, raatcldockmen, named Arbabs, on whom some little dependunce 
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can be placed. Captain Mackeson has already entertained about three 
or four of them; they may prove useful, and as Captain Ferris with 
his adjutant Lieutenant Lukin, are both in camp, and understand the 
language and manners of those people well, I do not think that the 
Arbabs could be placed under a better superintendence than tlmt of those 
two officers. 

With reference to tbe arming of our troops for operation in mountain 
defiles with the weapon of the Affghan “ soldiery,” I will consult^Cap- 
taiu Mackeson as to how and in what manner they may be obtained. 

Captain Pottinger has written to Captain McGregor, Political Agent 
at Jellalabad, a short note dated Cabool 25th ultimo, confirming the 
melancholy intelligence of Sir WMam Macnaghten’s murder, by Mahomed 
Akbar Khan, and saying that* treaty had been entered into with the 
Affghan chiefs, for the immedate evacuation of Cabool by the British 
troops, to retire upon Peshawur ; but he adds, as he was closing his let¬ 
ter, an attack was made upon our cantonments. In consequence of the 
death and imprisonment of all his seniors in the political department. 
Captain Pottinger was left at the head of affairs. Subsequent native 
reports received at Jellalabad say, that after Sir William Macnaghten’s 
murder, provisions still continued to be carried to cantonments by the 
country people, and that it was again quiet. Nevertheless Captain 
Maegregor is most anxious that the force under my command should 
arrive at Jellalabad, taking it for granted, as it were, that it will 
do so in perfect safety, and be ready for any emergency, without 
considering that, as soon as we have entered the pass a door closes as 
it were upon our rear, there being no other force close at hand to supjmrt 
our advance, or to take advantage thereof for its own benefit; so that 
if my brigade should have the misfortune to meet with a disaster, 
Major-General McCaskill’s brigade would then stand in a worse predi¬ 
cament even than mine does now, so that the chances are that both 
brigades would reach Jellalabad in a crippled state one after tJic other ; 
for the co-operation of our Sikh allies is by no Ynetins to be depended 
upon. Their troops are in a thorough state of insubordinatihn, they 
obey only when and as much as thej please. Two battalions flatly 
refused to move out of their lines when ordered, two days ago, by 
General Avitabile, to proceed to Jumrood with a view (wentually to co¬ 
operate with lis, and intimated that it was their intention to return to 
Lahore ; they also laid hold on one out of three guns that were proceed¬ 
ing to Jumrood by the general’s orders, and conveyed it back to their 
own lines. Under such circumstances it is evident that we neither 
can depend on their aetive co-operation in the field, nor on maintaining 
the communication open for us in the rear. 

The security into which the whole brigade has been lulled by the 
official announcement that a contract had been entered into by which 
all the Rewarree camels, those in the employ of the Commissariat, for 
the conveyance of ammunition, stores, &c., as well as those hired by 
individuals, were to continue their services until the force should reach 
Jellalabad, on the further payment, in advance of 12 rupees each, has 
been sadly disappointed by the most decided and obstinate refusal of the 
camel owners in camp to abide by the agreement, or to acknowledge the 
competency of those who are alleged to have contracted it in their names, 
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to do so. The consequence has been, that we have literally been left 
without carriage of any kind to proceed with, besides the few Company's 
camels that carry the Sepoy’s camp equipage. Neither literal promises 
nor threats could prevail on the camel owners to come to any terms, 
and after giving the greatest possible annoyance, Captain Mckeson, as a 
last expedient, offered to purchase them, but only about 300 were secur¬ 
ed on those terms yesterday. The conviction that the agreement must 
hold good prevented both the Political Agent on tlie part of Government, 
and individuals on their private accounfs, to niake any arrangement to 
supply the want of carriiige for the further progress of the troops towards 
Jeilalabad after reaching Peshawur, so that an iimnediate advance, except 
in a case of extreme urgency and leaving almost e\'ery necessary article 
bcliind us, could not take place ; tliougR liope wltiitlie active measures 
now on foot, this impediment will be removed in two or three days. 

Captain Mackesou lias not yet received a satisfactory answer from the 
Afreedee ehieis, to whom terms for allowing us to pass tlirough the 
Kliyber Pass have been offered. They plead divisions among themselves 
as the cause which renders it impossible for them to give a reply for some 
days. 

The broken Umber of the gun (by iiring it off the otlicr day) hiis been 
substantially repaired. 

I hax e, &e., 

C. F. Wild. 


No. 120.— Brigadier Wild to the Adjutant-Gemral of the Army. 

Camp, Kmevlsur, Janvary 10, 1842. 

SiK,—Since writing the accompanying letter, wliich was too late for 
dispatch yesterday, I fiiid I Iiave been misinformed witli respect to tlie 
Arbabs, stated to have been entertained by Captain Mackeson. He says 
lie could entertain that number ; but he does not at this present moment, 
as they are all Mussuluians, whose feelings against Europeans are niueli 
excited, think they could much be trusted. 

I was anxious ere dispatching tins letter, to rectify a mis-statement that 
might have given rise to a wrong impression. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 

No. 121.— Major-General Sir It. Sale to the Officer Cmn- 
mandmg at Peshmeur. 

JeUalabad, Janmry 9, 1842. 

Sir,—I Kjftve the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 27th ultimo, which has only this moment reached me. Captain 
Mackeson will be able to ^communicate to you the substance of the im¬ 
portant intelligence sent to Captain Maegregor, from Cabool, under date 
29tb ultimo ; with reference to wbicli it is iny opinion that you ought 
to lose no time in advancing pn this place, which will enable us either* 
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to hold it against any enemy, or in every event to retire in peifectly good 
order across the Khyber, 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale. 

P.S.—A letter from Captain Mackeson, of the 3rd instant, mentions 
that he has obtained four field-pieces from General Avitabile, which will 
be sufficient, I think, for your operations. 


No. 122.— Major-General Sir It. Sale to Brigadier Wild. 

Jettalabad, January 10, 1842. 

Srn,—I had the honor, late yesterday evening, to receive yours of the 
2nd instant. The Postmaster at Peshawur will be best able to exjjlain 
the delay in the transmission of both this and yours of the 27th ultimo, 
as well as of that of a private communication of the 16th December, 
fi'om General Sir J. Nicolls, K.C.B., whicli also came to hand in the same 
■day, and gave me the first iutiniation of theeirciunstanoes of a separate 
command being vested in you, which will not merge in mine until you 
reach Jellalabad. 

1 have to thank you for the co-operation which you have shown every 
disposition to afford me, and once more to beg to be permitted to press 
upon your attention the paramount importance, as respects British 
interests in Affghanistan at this moment, of your appearing with the least 
practicable delay under the walls of Jellalabad. I shall esteem it a 
favour to be informed of your progress by e^ry available opportunity. 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale, 


N'O. 123,— Major-General Sir R. Sale to Brigadier Wild. 

JtiUalabad, January 11, 1842. 

Sin,—Your letter of the 7th instant I have this moment received, and 
ill re[)ly 1 can oidy again repeat that I consider the appearance of your 
brigade under tiie walls of Jellalabad would have the effect of restoring 
confidence at this crisis, and tranquillizing the country on this side of 
Giindamnek, besides affording the only hope of extricating from a situ¬ 
ation perilous in the extreme, our troops at Cabool. 

I am (£ opinion that your deficiency in cavalry could not be materially 
felt in such a route as that of tlie passes of the Khyber. The cir 
cumstance of your delay beyond the time when your approach was 
expected has already produced the effect of inducing all the surrounding 
cliie^!, who had hitherto been faithful, to manifest decided indications 
of an intention. to desert our cause. It has also greatly dressed the 
spirits of our native soldiers in this garrison, who are anxiously looking 
for reinforcements, and are four months in arrears of ])ay, whilst we have 
not within these walls a single rupee ; and our ammunition is not suffi¬ 
cient to enable us to fight our way from Jellalabad. 

Ilaving been entrusted with a separate command, you are of course 
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the best judge of your own operations, and alone responsible for them, 
but I must repeat that I consider that the fate and prospects of the 
British force at Cabool and this place chiefly depend on a speedy sup¬ 
port of us. 

Should any untoward circumstance occur that would compel me to 
retire on Peshawur, it would be, after this, impossible to communicate 
with you, so as to enable you to assist us in our retreat, as your present 
delay will probably close the route even for single cossids. 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale. 


No. 124.— Major-General Sir R. Sale to Major-General Lumely. 

Jellalabad, Januurtj 12, 1842. 

Sib, —In order that his Execllcncy the Commander-in-Chief may be 
in full possession of the exact state of aflairs, I have the honor to for¬ 
ward copies of the whole of the correspondence between Brigadier Wild 
and myself, and have the honor to request you will submit them, together 
with this letter, to his Excellency for perusal. 

You will perceive that I had opened this correspondence before I was 
made aware that Brigadier WUd’s command was intended to be separate 
and independent of mine, up to the time of his arrival here. 

With reference to the whole of those letters, but especially the last, I 
have only to remark, that if the Brigadier could have have marched from 
Jumrood, even so late as the 7th instant, I eannot doubt that his advance 
would have kept all the Affghan sirdars around us, who have hitherto 
been friendly, still true to our interests, and it is probable that the 
Ghilzye sirdars from Lughman would have separated themselves from the 
confederacy. The very contrary effect has been produced by the in¬ 
definite delay which he unfortunately announces to me. The confidence 
in us of even the governor of this place and his adherenfs without, is 
evidently shaken. They doubt whether we shall ever be reinforced, and 
seemed prepared to leave us, and in case of the force at Cabool coming 
down in confusion to seek shelter wifhin these walls, it is quite certain 
that the armed popul.ation would rise to a man to intercept them and us. 
Again, if the Brigadier had been able promptly to move on, he would 
have met with no opposition, excepting in the Khyber Pass, between 
Jumrood and Dakka, for we had positive information that the people 
from the latter place to Jellalabad had made arrangements to carry olf 
their families and leave the road clear for the column ; but when once 
the impulse of resistance is given to the armed peiisautry, the Brigadier 
will only be able to appear here,- after contesting every inch of botli 
mountains and plaina from Jumrood to this spot. 

I regret this delay, which has produced a great depression of spirits 
amongst tbe soldiers of this garrison, and beg of yon to understand, that 
I pass no judgement on the movements of Brigadier Wild, for which he 
is alone responsible. ' 


I have, &c.. 


R. Sale. 
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No.—125. Brigadier Wild to Major-Gemral Lumhg. 

Camp, Kotetdsur, January 12, 1842. 

Sm,—I have the Bonor to state, for the information of his. Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, that I learnt from Captain Makeson, who has 
this moment called upon me, that Captain Macgregor, the political agent 
at Jellalabad, had received a letter from Captain Pottinger, dated 
Cabool,' the 28th ultimo, written in French ; that makes no men¬ 
tion of any engagement having, as supposed, taken place on the 
25th ultimo, but he states that the strength of the cantonment had 
been considerably weakened by the late Sir William Macnagliten’s 
surrender of some adjoining forts, that the troops had been desired to 
retire upon Jellalabad as soon as carriage for the sick and wounded 
should be sent, (which was expected in the course of the day,) by the 
Bungiah Pass, but that they would not consent to proceed by that route ; 
that Captain Pottinger also warns Captain Macgregor not to obey an 
order sent to him by the late Envoy to surrender Jellalabad, and to retire 
upon Peshawur, unless it should be reiterated by himself. 

Under such circumstances, it may bo imperatively required to run the 
risk of forcing our way through the Khyber Pass, and to advance to the 
relief of the force at Jellalabad. No friendly forbearatjce on the part of 
the Afredee tribes can any longer be reckoned upon, and it becomes 
matter of most serious consideration how to proceed. The best plan, 
in my opinion, is to make our way through it as speedily as practicable 
before their vigilance be excited, so as to preclude, as weU as frustrate, 
any serious resistance. 

The proposed mode of proceeding, subject to such modification as 
circumstances at the moment may require, is to ascertain in the first 
instance, whether there is any hope of co-operation on the part of the 
Sikh troops, so as to get a couple of their corps to accompany the bfigade 
to Ali Musjid, and to leave them there with a view to maintain the 
communication open to a certain extiait by their occupation of that post. 
In which case, I would take up a new position with the brigade in the 
morning of the day, when it was intended to move about six miles in 
advance of the present cainp, close to the entrance of the pass at Jum- 
rood, and after the men shall have taken their meids com^rtaiily during 
the daj", I would order them in the evening to get under arms at as short 
a notice, and with as little noise as possil)le, and proceed at once to Ali 
Musjid, a distance of eight miles, in the dark, leaving, with a few excep¬ 
tions of the most indispensable articles, all the tents and baggage behind 
them, and if successful so far, to push on forthwith to the end of the pass 
to Lalpoora, where it will be necessary to -wait a day or two for the 
arrival of the camp equipage, which could be forwarded thither by the 
Tatara Pas's, as the want of it would be much felt at this inclement season 
of the year, when much rain may be expected. 

Part of the treasure, in the event of such a move, will have to be left 
behind, but I shall endeavour to take all the ammunition with me. Inde^ 
pendent of the want of sufficient carriage, it will be impossible to take 
supplies of provision in any large quantity in a movement requiring 
celerity and secrecy, and which if delayed too long, may no longer be 
practicable. Nevertheless, Captain Mackeson, who entirely concurs in 
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the above measure, still holds a coromanicafion open with the Maliks, or 
Afreedee chiefs, and seems anxious to avoid any collison with them, until 
their definitive answer to the terras ofiered sliall hav|^jeen received. 

Veiy few camels, and the strongest only, can be ^en ; their liability 
to fall and to obstruct a passage, and the slowness of their progress over 
stony roads, might defeat our oljject. For the same reason. Captain 
Mackeson will endeavour to secure the loan of s«tie elephants from 
General Avitabile to carry the guns through the pass, lest the restiveness 
of the horses, or smne other untoward obstacle, should cause some 
breakage, and delay in consequence. 

If only Major-General McCaskill’s brigade were near at hand, I should 
feel a confidence as to the maintenance of an open commmiication in the 
rear, which ten thousand Sikh troojis could never inspire. 

The disasters at Cabool are well known at Peshawur, with considerable 
exaggeration, and have much increased the insdence of its inhalMtants 
towards us. • 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild, 

No. 126,— Mcgor-Gemml Sir Tl,dierl Sale to Major-General 

Lumle)/. 

Jellalabad, Jemmry 13, 1842. 

SiH,—I beg to acquaint you, for the information in his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, that Assistant Surgeon llrydon, a few hours since, 
arrived at this place wounded, and has , reported tliat, on the faith of a 
Treaty, our troops left Cabool on or about the 6th instant. 

They were treacherously attacked on the road by overwhelming num¬ 
bers, and from the nature of his recital there is reason to expect that he 
is the only one of the fugitives that we slrall ever see alive. 

Relying on his Excellency the Conimander-in-Chirs promise to relieve 
ns as soon as possible, I have resolved on the most determined defence 
of this place ; but if his Excellency will understand that the parapets arc 
not canopn-proof, and .that as the Cabool force has abandoned all their 
guns, we may expect to be besieged immediately by the AfFghaiis, aided 
by a considerable artillery, I feel that this short statement is the strongest 
appeal 1 can make for succour. 

I have &c,, 

R. Sale. 


No. 127 .—Brigadier Wild to Major-General Lumley. 

Camp KoumUur, January 1-4, 1842. 

Sm,—My Brigade Major is laid up with a fever since yesterday, and 
secrecy being required in all our proceedings, I have scarce time left to 
take the necessary copies myself, but will not delay the transmission of 
the inclosed dispatches for submission to his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief. 

The situation of the troops at Jellalabad is becoming daily more criti- 
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cal, and with it the danger of our advance increases. Captain Mackesorj 
has been engaged to>day in a conference with the Sikh commandants of 
corps, to endeavor to secure tiieif co-operation, I have just received an 
express from him saying that nothing had been concluded ; that another 
would be held at Jumrood to-morrow, at which I shall assist, to endea¬ 
vour to obtain their co-operatiwi, as far at least as the occupation of Ali 
Musjid is concerned. 

Wie are still unprovided with the necessary carriage for an advance, 
and our store of ammunition is already sufficiently scanty not to leave 
any behind, when an interrupted communication is to be apprehended. 

The guns, too, which we got here are miserable things ; in firing them 
the day before yesterdiiy to ascertain their range, the limbers of two again 
gave way, and the powder tliat was obtained with them is of so inferior a 
quality, the shot so far from round, that little precision can be expected. 

I shall have the honor of addressing you again to-morrow. 

I have, &p., 

C. F. WiLu. 

No. 128 .—Briyadier Wild to Mnjor-Gencral Lumhy. 

Camp, Kowuhur, January 15, IS'JS. 

Sir. —I have scarce time loft to stale, for the information of his Ex¬ 
cellency tJie Coinmander-in-Chicf, that information received from Ali 
Musjid renders it imperative that relief should be immediately sent thi¬ 
ther, for which purpose I shall detach to-night at 9 p.m. the o.‘?rd and 
64th regiments, as lightly equipped as possible. 

The meeting at .luinrood was rendered unnecessary to day, by a con¬ 
sent and promise on the part of the Sikh commandants last night to co¬ 
operate with us and to Occupy Ali Musjid. Some of them it is 
will be induced to proceed to-night together with the above regiments; 

The Afreedees have thrown off all reserve. 

1 beg also to inclose a letter from M.ajor-General Sir R. Sale, in reply 
to one formerly written to him by me, when I considered the advance 
might without danger to his safety be deferred. As soon as I hear of the 
successful result of the detachment sent to Ali Musjid, I shall adopt 
measures for following up the advance, as the detachment is just now 
obliged to proceed without provisions, except what the men will carry in 
their knapsacks. I shall have to supply their wants as soon as possible. 

Report from Jellalabad says, that Mahomed Akber Khan has fallen by 
the hand of another rival chief, but this has not yet been (sonfirmed. 

Letters have been received up to the 4th instant from Major Pot- 
tinger ; I have no time for copying them, or this letter, now. Six officers 
had been taken as hostages ; the troops were put off' from day to day for 
their return. Intimation has been sent to General Sale to consider the 
order for evacuating Jellalabad cancelled. 

The remainder of the money sent to Lalpoora, 25,000 rupees, had 
reached Jellalabad. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. AVinn. 
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No. 129 .— Mr, Clerk to Mr. Maddotk. 

January 8, 184Z 

SiH ,—I have fbe Jjonor to report, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Govemor-Generai in Council, that the brigade under the 
command of Major-General McCaskill, K.C.IL, as per the subjoined 
statement, crossed the Sutlej on the 4th instant, at Ferozejmr^ on pro¬ 
gress to Peshawur, 

I have, &c., 

G. Clekk, 
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No. 130.— Mr. Clerk to Mr. Maddonk. 

Jarmary 12, 1842, I a.m. 

Sm,—With the deepest regret I transmit to you, for the information 
of the Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council, a confirmation 
of the rumor which I this day forwarded by the regular post, of the mur¬ 
der of Sir William Macnaghten. 

2. I have received only two of three Persian papers to which Captain 
Mackeson refers, and I send them as they reached me, to save time in 
the translation of them. 

3. The Sikhs have furnished some guns to Rrigadier Wild’s force, 
and some more were expected with Mohtab Sing’s Brigade ; which I this 
morning heard from Captain Lawrence, at Peshawur, would arrive tliere 
on the 5th instant. I have called upon the Durbar to make every ex((r- 
tion to provide more cavalry than the 700 Patans which Captain Macke¬ 
son has reported to be in readiness. 

4. Being uncertain whether more troops are soon to move forward 
from this frontier, I shall detain ten out of twenty-fbur lacs of rupees 
arrived here this morning in progress to Ferozepore, and I shall remit 
these ten lac's to Peshawur, without loss of time, through the Soucars, 
Four lacs were sent with the brigade which crossed the Sutlej on the 4th 
instant, and eight lacs with Brigadier Wild’s force. 
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5. I have apprized Major Outram of these tidings by express, and 
have suggested to him the groat importance of applying everj' possible 
means ibr the maintenance and the strengthening of our i»ositions in and 
above the passes on that side. 

I have, &c., 

George Ci-erk. 


No. 131.— Tlui Govcnior-Gmcnd of Lidia in Council to General 
Sir da.yier JVieolls. 

Fort William, January 21, 1842. 

Sir, —We have had under oiir considerafion Mr. Clerk's dcsjiatch of 
the 12th instant, inclosing tlie reports which had then readied Jiiiu of the 
melancholy events which have occurred at Cahool uji to the 25th ultimo, 
and although, in the uncertainty which still hangs over the fate of our 
troops at tliat jdace, and the subsequent jirogress of events in Affghanis- 
tan, and in our ignorance whether llie passage of the Khyber has been 
etfecti'd by the force under Brigadier Wild, we are precluded from 
coming to any iinniediate decision on onr I'liture plans of operation 
bevond ihe Sikh frontier, it seems to us highly expedient that another 
hrig'iij;* should forthwith be formed, and held in readiness to move across 
li'c riinja!) ; and we would wish that, if possible, tliis brigade shall have 
as part of it. one Kurojieon regiment, a troop of horse artillery, and as 
large, a body of cu\alry as your Excellency can spare for this service ; 
and, in order io ficilitafc your Excellency’s disposition for providing this 
additional reinforcement to the troops in Attgluuiistan, we propose to 
direct the march of the troo]) of horse artillery at Dum-Dum to the 
north-west jirovinces. and would not object to your availing yourself of 
the services of two squadrons of one of the dragoon regiments in the 
Upper Provinces ; and in case of your Excellency attaching one of Her 
Majesty’s regiments of foot to the brigade, we will authorize your Excel¬ 
lency, iJ'you deem the measure expedient, to move the Honorable Com¬ 
pany’s 2nd European Regiment from Ghazepore to Meerut. The 
arrangement for replacing this regiment, if moved, will be hereafter con¬ 
sidered by us. 

2. We may further state, that your Excellency will be immediately 
authorized, in the military department, to raise a corps of light cavalry, 
to rejtlace the late 2ud regiment of that branch of the service. 

3. Your Excellency will probably be near to the frontier when this 
despatch reaches you, and we would recommend that you summon Mr. 
Clerk to your head quarters, for the convenience of immediate reference 
to him on the existing exigency of affairs. 

4. Mr. Clerk’s opinions on the disposition and probable proceedings 
of the Sikh Durbar are entitled to tlie greatest,weight. 

Wc have, &c., 

Auckland, W. W. Bird, W. Casement, & Prinsep. 
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Na 132.— Tlie Governor-General of India.in Council to the Secret 

Committee. ' 

» Fort William, February \9, 16, 18i^. 

Honorabi. 1 ! Sras,—In continuing the narrative of ta'ents in AflTgl®* 
istan since the date of our latest'disi)atch on tliat sul^ect of the 22nd of 
last month, we have to deplore the occurrence of heavy calamity to the 
Dritish arms, and at the same time to lament the great obscurity which 
still liangs over majiy of the most important circumstances-connected 
with the causes and’C-ourse of the disasters which have been suffered.' . 

fS. Ja our despatch of the 22nd ultimo, we stated, that the last date 
of tmr intelligence, then received from Cabool, was the 25th of Decem¬ 
ber, when Major Pottiager reported the murder of Sir William 
Macnaghteii,, and*the continuance of negotiation for the retireinent of 
our troops froril that place. 

3. From the pagprs now sent, your Honorable Committee will learn, 
hat on th§ '28th of December Major Pottinger wrote to‘Captain 
MacGregor at Jalalabad, stating the arrangement with the leaders at 
Cabool to bd still incomplete. That ®n the 29th of December,- Major 
Pottinger and Major-General Elphinstoae wrote otRcially to ■ Captain 
Maegregor and Major-Generdl Sir Robert Sale, directing them, in 
pursuance of stipulations made at Cabool, to retire from. Jellalabad to 
Peshawur,—that on the 4tli of Jffliuary letters were received at Jellalabad 
“rom the cantonment nf Cabool, announcing, that a march towards the 
bnner plade was immediately intended, and that on the 6tlr of January 
he troops actually marched, devoid, as far as we learn, of all provision 
Tor &>od, for shelter, or for safety ; and that thus exposed to the attacks 
bf enemies in the mountain deKles, and in the worst severity of a ‘winter 
season, they became, after tufO or three marches, dispirited-and disor¬ 
ganized, and were^ as a military body, ultimately wholly destroyed or 
disj)ersed. 

4. We do not know the strength in effective men that marched from 
Cabool on this melancholy retreat, but the force there must have been 
greatly reduced by the casualties of a protracte<l contest ; and we should 
believe that the retiring body could scarcely have excoedetl 4000 men 
fit for service, and placed at much disadvantage by the loss of many 
officers killed or wounded. 

5. The details of which we arc in possession regarding this disas¬ 
trous march, will be learned by your Honorable Committee, from the 
private letters of Captain Maegregor at Jellalabad, of tl^ lSth Jiinuarj-. 
and subsequent dates, and from a private letter from Capt. G. St. P. 
Lawrence, late Military Secretary to Sir William Macuoghten, to Ids 
brother, written from a fort in the Lughman-cduntry, near to Jellalabad, 
where he, with other British officers and some ladies, were prisoners, 
under the care of Mahomed Akbar Khan, the son of Dost Malioraed 
Khan, whose prominent participation in the struggle i^vas stated in our 
dispatch of the 22nd u^imo ; but your Honorable Committee will re¬ 
member that these details proceeding from single parties, cannot in any 
degree be regarded as furnishing us with an authentic and complete nar¬ 
rative of events, and are not to be referred to as being of authority. 
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beyond the testimony given to events Iiappening under the immediate 
observation of the writers. 

6. We learn from the letter of Captain Lawrence that Major- 
General Elphinstone, who commanded, the Cabool force, was also a 
prisoner in tlie same forf at Lughmah ; but we have, no communication 
from Major-General Elphinstone of any kind, nor Imve we received any 
since the disturbance at Cabool first commenced. 

7. In a letter from Jellulabad, of tl»e 25th of January, Captain 
Macg»«gor refers to the receipt of two long letters from Major Pottinger 
likewise a prisoner at Lugliman, copies .of which Captain Maegregor 
intended to send on to Pesliawur bn the next day ; btit these communi¬ 
cations have not yet reached us, and we fear that the transit of letters 
between Jellalabad and Pesliawur may have become interrupted. 

8. We would point the attention of your Committee to a statement 
in the private letter of Captain-Lawrenee, which gives the fir^t clear inti¬ 
mation of a division of the force at Cabool, that must most dangerously 
have impaired its strength. It appears, that iqjiuediaitely after tlie 
insurrection broke out, nearly two corps of infantry, witji a troop of 
Horse Artillery, were thrown into the Bala llissar, where the King 
resided, and which we understand to be a position that could not have 
been successfully assailed by an enemy unprovided with an efficient force 
in guns.' The extensive wbHts of tlie cantonments were thus left with 
only three regiments of infantry to guard them, and to be directed 
against an enemy without, and uliuoat the only effective portion of the 
field artillery which was at that.time at Cabool, was diverted from the 
service on w'hich it could apparently have been most usefully employed. 

9. We do not wish to prejudge proceedings of which we know so 
little, but it is at the same tinie riglit to mark such facts in the cowes- 
jiondence before us, as seem to be of obvious importance. 

10. Your Honorable Committee will.-remember • tliat the battery of 

Foot Artillery with horses, under tlie command of . Captain Abbott, 
had .left Cabool before the insurri'ction, and formed a iiortion of Sir 
Robert Sale’s force proceeding to Jellalabad. * 

11. For the artillery that remained at Cabool, there were abundant 
supplies of ammunition of all kinds calculated for a year’s use. It is to 
tlie absence of any sufficient ftroe, in the different arms, held available 
for action beyond tlie line of our defensivo works, and to the early loss 
of the unprotected Commissariat stores, that we must attribute, in a 
great measure, tlje ultimate triumph of the enemy. 

12. Tlie letter from Lieutenant Coriolly at Cabool of the 17th of 
January, sent-with Captain Maegregor's letter from Jellalabad, of 
the 24tli January, givfes the latest intelligence of the state of afihirs at 
the capital after the departure of our troops. It will be jiereeived that 
Shall Shooja had been incepted as King by the eliiefs of tlip insurgents 
generally, and that Mahomed Zemaun Khali Barukzye, a-brotlier of Dost 
Mahomed Khan, who had been placed as leader of the insurrection, had 
resigned the name at least of the authority to which he had been raised, 
and been appointed to the post of Chief Ministe* under the Shah. There 
are conflicting parties of Burukz 3 'e and other Dooranee Chiefs at Cabool, 
and it is not probable that tliis compromise or union of interests, sup- 



ported as it would seem to have been by an expenditure of money on the 
part of the Shah, can be of long continuance. , 

13. In a letter from Shah Shooja to Captain Macgregor, sent with a 
letter from the latter ofl|cer, of the 22nd January, your Honorable Com¬ 
mittee will find a statement by the Shah with respect to hjs own position 
and views. It will be seen that he asks for pecuniary aid to enable him 
to maintain his authority. 

14. From the 13th to the 25Ui of January, which is our last date 
from Jellalabad, no attack has been made on that post, which is stated to 
have been then supplied with two months’ provisions for the troops, 
though only with one month’s forage for the cattle. The spirit and forti¬ 
tude with which the position at Jellalabad has been held and strengthened, 
for a period of two months, under circumstances of pressing ditficulty 
and discouragement, haye entitled our officers and troops there, under the 
command of Major-General Sir Robert Sale, and aided by the able and 
determined political management of Captain Macgregor, Assistant to the 
Cabool Mission, to our highest admiration. 

15. Mahomed Akbar Khan had no strong force with him near to 
Jellalabad, and it is not known whetlier any efiective means and materiel 

• will be sent to him from Cabool; but we must regard the position of the 
gallant garrison of Jellalabad with very deep anxiety. It appeared to be 
the plan of Mahomed Akbar Kkan to proceed to the Khyber defiles in 
order to prevent the approach of succour to Jellalabad by troops moving 
from Peshawur. 

16. The efforts at first made by the detachment of British troops, consist¬ 
ing of foulr regiments of Native Infantry, with some details of Irregular 
Horse, and a Native company of Foot Artillery, using four inefficient 
guns, obtained from General Avitabile, at Peshawur, to advance through 
the Khyber Pass for the relief of Jellalabad, or to hold the pass in 
strength so as to cover the retirement of the Jellalabad garrison to Pe¬ 
shawur, liave unhappily ended in failure. 

The dispatches in the Political and Military Departments, connected 
with this subject, are sent as inclosures to this letter ; and we will refer 
your Honorable Committee to them for ail details. Two papers of 
remarks, by his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, in regard to no 
guns having been sent from Ferozepore,*with either of the two detach- 
fit- ir,ts jn yyhich these regiments marched, are also amongst the inclosures, 
officers engage the particular attention of your Honourable Committee. 

3. Tl#vinly see much reason to regret that some guns were not attached 
trous marclhe second detachment of these regiments, aiid to the brigade 
private lettersuently marched with Major-General Pollock ; with this last 
and subsequer,e 9-pounders were indeed sent, but Hre cannot feel confident 
Lawrence, lail prove sufficient for the service required from them. We 
brother, wrijmicate a copy of this paragraph to his Excellency, 
where he, wi'the same time we think it right to add, that the instructions 
under the cu Excellency to Brigadier Wild, commanding the four regi- 
Khan, whos%tive Infantry, in regard to the circumstances muler which he 
dis])atch ofiture into the Jihyber Pass, previously to the arrival of Major- 
member thf>o}lock, with the strong reinforcement accompanying him, 
degree be u® to have been in all respects suitable and judicious. These 
rative of e- 



T31 


instructions were forwarded to your Honorable Committee, with our 
dispatches of the 22nd ultimo. 

18. Major-General Pollock, with a fresh brigade, will have reached 
Peshawur in the first week of this month, and we expect daily to l^ar 
from him respecting his first views and intentions. 

19. Meanwhile we have to lament that the post of Ali Musjid has 
been for the present necessarily abandoned to the Khyberees, and that the 
difficulties of the garrison of Jellalabad have been much increased by the 
retirement of the friendly Mamund Chief Turabaz Kliaii, from Lalpoora, 
the other line of communication between Jellalabad and Peshawur, in 
consequence of apprehensions arising from the approach of Mahomed 
Akbar Khan. 

20. There are circumstances represented in a letter from Captain 
Mackeson, of the 27th of January, regarding the absence of proper 
precautions for taking on with the two regiments, which penetrated to 
Ali Musjid, the supplies of grain prepared for their support there, which 
will be made a subject of separate and full inquiry in the military de¬ 
partment. Most injurious consequences may arise from the retreat, 
which was unavoidable, when from their supplies not having arrived with 
the detachment, and from the subsequent failure of the two remaining 
corps to force their way to Ali Musjid with a convoy, the means of sub¬ 
sistence at that post no longer remained. 

21. Our instructions for the guidance of Major-General Pollock and 
Sir Robert Sale have been adapted by us from time to time to the exi¬ 
gencies of circumstances, as these have gradually been disclosed. We 
entirely appi’ove the answer of Sir Robert Sale and Captain Maegregor 
to the injunction sent to them from Cabool, for a retirement from Jellala¬ 
bad, which answer was to the etfect, that they must first learn what 
security could be given to them for tlie safety of that movement, for we 
felt that the chiefs with wlioin the engagements were formed at Cabool, 
were in no cowlition to stipulate for a state of things, or for the protec¬ 
tion of our troops in other parts of the country. We have regarded 
the i)ro(!eedings generally of Major-General Jilphiustone, as far as we 
are aware of them, with the keenest disappointment and displeasure, and 
we have requested the Commauder-in-Chief to institute, when circum- 
stfiuces may admit of it, a full military inquiry into the Major-Generars 
conduct, and desired that the authority of the Major-General over the 
troops serving in or near Affghanistan should wholly cease. 

22. The successive instructions which we have issued for the guidance 
of Major-General Pollock will be found in our letters of December 15, 
January 31, and February 10th and 16th. 

23. The original direction to Major-General Pollock was, that the 
safety of the force under Sir Robert Sale should be the prominent object 
of his care, and that, otherwise, the situation of the force under his com¬ 
mand was mainly that of strong demonstration on the Peshawur frontier ; 
it resting in his military discretion to determine whether he could with 
safety hold the advanced post of Jellalabad, in dependence on a secure 
command erf the Khyber, and other passes, between Jellalabad and Pesha¬ 
wur. We should have been glad, had it appeared likely to be in Major- 
General Pollock’s power to maintain the post of Jellalabad for some 
i>criod, as giving advantages in any communication with the adverse 
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chiefs ill Affghanistan, or in any ulterior moveinent, or course of policy 
that might be thought proper by tlie Government here or in England, 
But on the 31st January, we expressly informed Major-General Pollock, 
that Jellalabad was not a place which we desired to retain at all hazards, 
and that after securing Sir Robert Sale’s brigade there, and giving every 
practicable relief to parties from Cabool, we would wish him, rather than 
run extreme risks at Jellalabad, to aiTange for withdrawal from it, and 
the assemblage of all his force at or near Peshawur.' 

24. Since we have heard of the misfortunes in the Khyber Pass, and 
have become convinced that with the difficulties at present opposed to us, 
and in the actual state of our preparations, we could not expect, at least 
in this year, to maintain a jiosition in the Jellalabad districts for any 
cti'cctive purpose, we Inive made our directions in regard to withdrawal 
from Jellalabad clear and positive, and we shall rejoice to learn that 
Major-General Pollock will have anticipated these more express orders 
by confining his efforts, to the sanici object. 

25. We have attentively considered the question of rejuaining in 
force at or near Peshawur during the present year, and upon strengthen¬ 
ing the division under Major-General Pollock, by the other complete 
brigade, which your Honorable Committee has before learned had been 
warned to march from Ferozepore, and wo have given the full instruc¬ 
tions, which will be found in our letters to the Commaudcr-iu-Chief and 
Mr. Clerk, of the 10th instant, upon these sidjects. 

26. While there may be a hope of contributing to the safety of the 
Jellalabad garrison, the ad\ ance of the fresh brigade will of course be 
most desirable and necessar}', for the purj)ose also of supporting the divi¬ 
sion under Major-General Pollock, whether it rcnniin for the year at 
Peshawur, or other place, in th<! Lahore territory, or be drawn back gra¬ 
dually to the British frontier. The advance of the brigade is likely to 
be of much advantage ; but there are questions of much delicacy and 
difficulty connectctl with the condition of the Sikli Government, and with 
the temper and feeling of the most powerful of the Sikh chiefs, and of 
the body of the Sikh soldiery, whicdi may make the retention of a British 
force for a long period at any advancctl point of the Sikh dominions, far 
from politic and safe. We have in our instructions to Mr. Clerk dwelt 
upon these considerations, and given to him a large discretion in respect 
to the position and movement of our forces in the Punjab. We trust 
that your Honorable Committee will be satisfied, that upon a matter of 
this nature, the proj)er determination of which depends so entirely upon 
local circumstances, we have adopted the best course in giving extensive 
powers to Mr. Clerk, who is an officer deserving of our liigh confidence. 
We have, it will be observed, given a general discretion to Mr. Clerk to 
act in unforeseen emergencies, as he may think best for the national 
interest and honor on the general principles, which have uniformly been 
prescribed to him in regard to our relations with the Sikh Government, 
and we have intimated to him that his Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief, and the Commanders of the British forces within the Punjab, will 
be prepared to give attention to his wishes, as far as they may feel them¬ 
selves able to do so, consistently with military considerations, and with 
the arrangements judged necessary by his Excellency for the protection 
of our own provinces. 
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27. We have been easeful in our letters to the Commtrader-in-Chie^ 
to advert to all those points, which have appeared indispensable for the 
due support and equipment, in all respects, of a British force, while 
employed within the Punjab. 

28. The dispatch from Mr. Clerk, of the 15th ultimo, conveyed some 
general observations on the condition of the Sikh Government and troops> 
with reference to the altered and unsettled aspect of affairs in Affghanis- 
tan, and we stated to Mr. Clerk in reply, our continued desire to give 
strength to the existing administration in the Punjab. We have been 
happy to perceive, from the tenor of different communications from 
Mr. Clerk, which have extended to the 8th instant, that he aj)|rcars 
to rest with some confidence upon the stability of that Government, 
and the prevention of any general disorder in the country or army, 
as a consequence of the more intimate intercourse, which has now been 
established between the Durbar and Mr. Clerk, as the agent and repre¬ 
sentative of the British Government. 

29. On the 31st of January, uiwn receiving the intelligence of the 
disasters which had happened to our troops in the retreat from Cabool 
we thought it proper to issue a brief notification, which we caused also, 
to be officially communicated to the several Ptditical Residents and 
Agents, expressed in very general terms with regard to the intentions of 
the Government ; but also, in a tone of confidence and firmness, such as 
is suitable to the power and resources of the British Empire in India, 
and was calculated t,o allay any impressions of apprehension or mistrust, 
which might possibly be created by so great a calamity as that which has 
now been sustained by a portion of the British Army. We are happy to 
state that we have no information, which would lead us to suppose that 
unpressio4l|of tliis kind have been any where diffused. 

30. In our dispatch of the 22nd ultimo, we communicated the grounds 
upon which it appeared that Sir William Macnaghtcu had been murdered 
by Mahomed Akhar Khan. W'ith a letter from Mr. Clerk, of 20th 
January, your Honorable Committee will find the translation of a letter, 
purporting to be from Mahomed .(Hibar to a chief near Jellalabad, named 
Meer Alfyed Khan, which, if it can bo assumed as genuine, as there 
appeared at first to be no reason to doubt that it was, would show that 
Mahomed Akbar openly avowed and gloried in the horrible outrage. In 
the letter, however, from Mr. Clerk, of the 6th instant, and that of Cap¬ 
tain Lawrence to his brother, which has been before referred to in this 
dispatch, there seem to be grounds for at least suspending an opinion 
upon this point. The entire uncertainty which at present attends the 
most important circumstances connected with the conduct and purposes 
of the principal actors in the scenes which have passed, and are passing 
at Cabool precludes us for the present from forming any clear view, or 
giving any defined instructions in regard to communications with any 
of those parties. We can, for the moment, do little else than await 
and watch the development of events and factions ; we hope to receive 
shortly the two letters from Major Pottinger, of which the arrival at 
Jellalabad has been announced to us. We»may, however, state that 
it is not our intention, on such information as we yet have to authorize 
any advances of money to Shah Shooja, for we could have no confi¬ 
dence that such advances would not be employed by the individuals 
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who, in his name, exercise real autltoritj at Cabool, in hostilities against 
ourselves, 

31. We have to mention that hills upon our treasuries, drawn by 
Major Pottinger from Cabool, on the 28th of December, the day on 
which he appears to have made his final arrangement with the hostile 
chiefs, have been presented, some with, and others without letters of 
advice, to an amount of about 15 lacs of rupees. The authorities in the 
North-Western Provinces, after adving assurances to the slu'offs who hold 
the bills, that their claims connmcd with them shall receive a full and 
just consideration,, have referred the question of paying the bills to the 
Supreme Goveniraent. We have stated that such payment must be 
deferred until a distinct and satisfactory explanation shall be received 
from Major Pottinger of the circumstances under which they were drawn, 
and Mr. Clerk has been instructed to endeavour to obtain such explaira- 
tion without delay. 

32. We need not ipsure your Honorable Committee that the painful 
situation of the officers, fitmilies, and European and Native soldiers, who 
are prisoners in Afighanistan, engages our most anxious thought, and that 
any measures which we can adopt with fair and honourable prospect of 
advantage for their comfort or release, will be eagerly adopted by us. 

33. With respect to the other posts in Affghauistan, it will be seen, 
that in the letter from Lieutenant Conolly of the 17th of January, it is 
stated that the garrison of Ghuznce still maintained possession of the 
citadel, though the town was in the occupation of the enemy. 

34. From Kelat-i-Ghilzye we have no direct tidings, but it is believed 
that no disaster can have Iwppened to that strongly fortified post. 

35. The latest date of a private letter from Candahar is ^ the 9th of 
January, when Major Rawlinsou reported that the Prince Sd[||lbr-JuDg, a 
son of Shah Shooja, who had at one time been Governor of that province, 
and who had been dispossessed in favour of the Shahsada Timor, had fled 
from the city, and joined the ciunp of the insurgents at a place some thirty 
or forty miles distant. 

36. Collision appeared then, to Major Rawlinson, to be unavoidably 
and from letters received from Lieutenant Ilaramersley, the Political 
Assistant at Quetta, it would appear probable tliat some engagement had 
actually occurred, in which the insurgents had been defeated, but the 
communication between Candahar and Quetta has, for some time, been 
effectually closed, and we are without any authentic information of events, 
of which, however, we trust that you may be apprized to a later period, 
through Bombay. 

37. Major-General Nott had under his orders, and concentrated in 
strength at Candahar, a force of about 8,700 men, with at least eighteen 
pieces of artillery. Tliis force is believed to be well supplied, and defec¬ 
tive only in having but a small body of trust-worthy cavalry, and very 
scanty mesins of carriage for any distant movement. 

38. Your Honorable Committee is already aware that upon first 
hearing of the serious difficulties which threatened our troops at 
Cabool, we sent instructions to Major Rawlinson and General Nott at 
Candahar, preparing them, in the event of extreme disaster at Cabool, 
for the ultimate result of a withdrawal from Afighanistan, with the least, 
possible amount of discredit; but so also, as to make the union and 
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safety of our troops a paramount object of attention. Tiiese Instructions, 
we know, reached Candaliar towards the end of December. Upon learning 
the order given by Major Pottinger and Major-General Elphinstone, for 
the evacuation of Jellalabad, and assuming that similar orders would also 
have been issued in regard to Candahar, we stated to the Comraander-in- 
Chief, that we did not doubt tliat Major-General Nott would have rejected 
the authority of these orders, and we requested his Excellency to instruct 
the Major-General to act for himself, independently of such orders, 
upon his own distinct military responsibility. 

39. We desired, also, that his Excellency would communicate to 
Major-General Nott, that it was of the highest importance, tliat he 
should maintain his position at Candahar, in concentrated strength, until 
he should receive the further instructions of the Government. This last 
intimation was made in the same view as that with which we have before 
said that we looked to the retention, if jmssible, of the post of Jellalabad, 
and it was dispatched to the Commander-in-Ghief on the 28th of 
January. 

But having on the 31st of January received information in regard to 
the actual state of affairs at Candahar, we addressed Major Outram, 
instructing him to communicate with Major-General Nott, and to arrange 
in concert with Brigadier England, and if the condition of the tracts 
under his immediate charge sliould admit of it, for having the disposable 
part of the troops under the orders of tliat officer moved above the Dolan 
Pass as early as possible, in order that if Major-Gcneial Nott should 
decide upon withdrawing from Candaliar, the troops in question might be 
marched forwards to the foot of the Kojuck Pass on the Quetta side, so 
as to facilitate and support such withdrawal. We have since, on the 
10th instanC issued the instructions to Major-General Nott, which your 
Honorable Committee will find in our Secretary’s letter to him of that 
date. lie has there been distinctly informed that it is our desire that he 
should act solely so as may best, in his judgment, secure the paramount 
object of the safety of his troops, and may uphold at the same time, the 
honor of the British arms. The Major-General will, of course, make to 
the utmost, every efibrt in order to relieve also the garrison of Kehit-i- 
Ghilzye and that likewise of Ghuznee, should it be in any manner within 
the compass of his means to give succour to the last named post. 

40. We learn that the post of Quetta has also been threatened with 
attack, but Major Outram writes with confidence of its strength and of 
the preparations made there, and wo have not heard that any enemy has 
actually approached. 

41. Tranquillity has not been interrupted in Beloochistan, or Scinde, 
and your Honorable Committee is separately addressed upon details 
connected with those countries. 

42. The Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, and his family, have been 
placed under a strict surveillance and restraint at Saharunpore and 
Loodiana. On the 31st liltimo, we authorized and directed Mr. 
Clerk, unless he should be confident that tlie Ameer and his family could 
be kept in perfectly secure custody at those places, to take measures for 
sending him and his male relatives to the fortress of Allahabad. 

43. If this removal should be carried into effect, it will be accom¬ 
panied with every reasonable indulgence, consistent with safety, and a 
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witli respect to the additional precautions which it lias been found expe* 
dient to adopt for the security of Dost Mahomed Khan, and his family 
and attendants. We annex the copy of a letter which we have this day 
directed to be written to Mr. Clerk. 

We have, See., 

Aucki.am>, W. W. Bmn, W. Casemkst, & H. T. Peinsep. 


No. 136,— Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clirh, 

Fort William, Janvary 26, 18)2. 

Sir, —Your dispatch of the loth iiKst.ant has been laid before the 
Governor-General in Council, and .1 am directed to inform you that his 
Lordship in Council entirely approves the measures whicli you hav<? 
adopted, and intend to adopt, for a more Intimate intercourse with the ex¬ 
isting Government of^ahore, and for giving sui)port generally to the Sikh 
authority within the territories subject to that state. The policy upon 
which these measm;os are founded is that upon which his Lordship in 
Council would wish you steadily to act, and which has, indeed, already 
been expressly prescribed to you by the instructions contained in the 6th 
paragraph of my letter to your address of the 3rd ultimo. 

2. In respect to the military position to be held by us, under existing 
circumstances, towards Peshawur, and on our north-western frontier, 1 
am desired to forward, for your information, the copy of a dispatch this 
day addressed to his Excellency the Coinmauder-in-Chief. 

1 have, &c., 

T. II. 5Iai)dock. 


No. 137.— TUe Governor-Gcveral in Counril to General Sir 
Jofiper A^icolls. 

Fort William, January 2G, 1842. 

SiE,—Y’our Excellency will ])robably have received from Mr. Clerk a 
copy of his dispatch of tile 15th instant, No. 6, but that it may be 
certainly in your Excellency’s possession, wo herewith append a copy of it, 
and of the reply which we have caused to be sent to it, of this day’s date. 

2. Y'our Excellency will be aware, from our former communications, 
that we have been veiy sensible of the necessity of giving strength, in 
the existing crisis, to the Sikh administration generally, and particidarly, 
as regards the support of its authority on the Peshawuf frontier, by the 
assemblage of a strong British force in that direction. With this view 
we have sanctioned the advance of the ctficient division, of at least 7,000 
men, under Major-General Pollock ; and, in coittinuation of our dii^patch 
of the 21st instant, we would now furtluT request your Excellency to be 
prepared for a direction for immediately expediting the march of the 
third complete brigade, referred to in that dispatch, as a reinforcement to 
the troops of General Bollock’s division. 

3. We believe that, after the march of this third brigade, there will 
remain a force of at least 15,000 men available for concentration in the 
north-western provinces, with a view to the maintenance of the internal 
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tranqtiillity of our own territory ; and we consider this force, 8upj)orted 
by the troops assigned to the several cantonments, to be undoubtedly 
adequate to its purpose ; although we do not think that it would be 
prudent in any greater degree to weaken the military strength which will 
remain at your Excellency’s immediate disposal. 

4. Your Excellency ■ will of course issue ‘ to Major-General Pollock 
such instructions and advice as you may deem to be called for, for the 
subject of giving to the large force which will be nmler his coinraand the 
most effective and advantageous direction. We need only observe, that 
the primary importance of keeping our men together in masses, in the 
most favourable positions, ought never to be lost sight of. 

5. We anticipate tliat tlic Sikh Government will <‘ordially (ioncur in 
measures which will add in the greater degree to the stability of their 
dominion in their western territories ; but your Excellency will of course 
take all your measures, in the execution of the policy now prescribed, in 
communication with Mr. Clerk. 

G. Your Excellency has been informed of the several measures which 
we liave thought to be in the first in.staiice e.xped^pit for increasing the 
military means available in lijiper India. 

7. We have now idso to state to your Excellency fhat we have strong¬ 
ly recommended to tlic Home Authorities that (tlirec regiments of Her 
Majesty’s Foot, on the Indian Estal)lishmoiit, being engaged with the 
China Expedition) the same number of corps should be sent to this 
country from Europe ; two of these corps being sn|>plied to Bengal, and 
the other to the Bombay Presidency,—the military means of the Bombay 
Government having been diminished to a greater degree than it would be 
expedient to admit for a length of time. 

8. If other arrangements of military reinforcement should occur to 
us as being desirable, we shall duly address your Excellency in regard 
to them. In tlie meantime we would remark, that if your Excellency 
should think it of advantage to raise tlirce more cor})s of recruits, at the 
stations of Meerut, Kuniaul, and Agra, similar to tliut which has been 
raised by 'Ca[>tain Taylor for the Shah’s service, and has now been fixed 
at Cawnpore, we would request you at ('m e to give effect to that opinion. 
These corps, each commanded by three officers to be selected by your 
Excellency, might within a lew months be rendert'd quite efticient for sta¬ 
tion purposes and the support of internal order, and they would set free 
ri'giilar corps for more general service. Wo, would invite, also, the opin¬ 
ion of your Exeelleiicy upon the expfidiency of raising the complement 
of the three Goorkha corps, and the Hurriana local battalion, to the 
present full complement of the regular regiments of'Infantry. 

We have, &c., 

Aucklanu, W. W. Bird, W. Caseml.xt. & 11. T. Prinsei’. 


No. 138.— Tfie Governor-General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Fort William, January 28, 1842. 

Sir, —Wo have received an express dispatch from Mr. Clerk of the 
18th instant, with copies of the letter of Major Pottinger and M^r- 

X 2 
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Genera] Elpliinstone, to the address of Captain Macgr^or of the 29th oi 
December, and of the reply of that officer, and of Major-General Sal^ 
of the 9th instant. 

2. We request that your Excellency will instruct Major-General 
Pollock to inform Major-General Sale and Captain Macgns^or that we 
highly approve the judgment and spirit shewn in their n^y to the 
directions conveyed to them from Cabool; and it is oiir anxious hope 
that the fort of Jellalabad may have been maintained until it could be 
effectively succoured by the forces proceeding from India. We do not 
doubt tliat Major-General Nott will have rejected the authority of any 
directions which may have been sent to him by Major-General Elphin- 
stone of a like tenor to those sent to Jellalabad ; and we would request 
your Excellency expressly to instruct him to act for himself, indepen¬ 
dently of such directions, upon his own distinct military responsibility. 
Your Excellency will communicate to Major-General Nott that it is of 
the higliest importance that he sliould maintain his position at Candahar, 
in concentrated strength, until.he shall receive the further orders of the 
Government. 

3. We have not received since the eommenoemeirt of the insurrection 
at Cabool, any dfspatdi, either in the political or military deiwrtment, 
from the British authorities at that place, and on our present information 
we are disposed to view the conduct of Major -General Elphinstone, in 
command of the force there, with the most severe displeasure and indig¬ 
nation. Your Excellency will, o^f course, cause a full military inquiry 
to be made into all the circinnstances connected with the direction and 
conduct of our troojw at Cabool, at the earliest period at wliieh such an 
inquiry may be practicable. In the mean time we think it right to 
direct that Major-General Elpliinstone shall not retain tlie command of 
the troops to the west of the Indus, hut that the command of the force 
at and beyond Pesliawur shall remain with Major-General Pollock. It 
is our direction also that the local command at Jellalabad should be 
vested in Major-General Sale, subject only to the direction' of Major- 
General Pollock, and that the authority of Major-General Elphinstoiie 
should at once wholly cease. 

4. We have to desire your Excellency to consider the resolution to 
send on another complete brigade as a reinforcement to the Peshawur 
frontier as definitively adopted, and to request that you ■will hasten all the 
arrangements for the march of that brigade, with such amount rf trejisure 
and equipments as may be indispensable to the maintenance and comfort 
of the troops in that quarter. Your Excellency will give the orders 
which you may think* the most suitable, in respect to the return to India 
of any portion of the force which has served for the longest period in 
Afl^ghanistan. 

5. Wc shall communicate to your Excellency without an instant’s 

delay, the views which we may be led to fonn, when more cwnplete infor¬ 
mation of the melancholy events which have . happened in Affghanistaii 
and of the actual condition of alfaifs shall be before us. ■ ■ 

t 

We have, &c., 

Auckland, W. W. Biro, W. Caskmesii', ani> H- T. PiuNSEr, 
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No. 139 .^—Notificcition hy the Govenment of India, 

Fort William, January 31, I8f2, 

Intelligence having been received which leaves no room to doubt that, 
after the British force, at Cabool, had maintained its position against 
overpowering numbers of insurgents for more than six weeks, the officer 
commanding had judged it necessary, in ccmsequence of a failure of pro¬ 
visions, to agree to a convention of the enemy, and to retire, in reliance 
on the faith of that convention, towards Jellalabad, when the troops, 
exposed tO the worst rigours of cold and privation in the mountain defiles, 
and liarassed by treacherous attacks, suffered extreme disaster,—the 
Governor-General in Council deems it proper to notify, that the most 
active measures have been adopted, and wUl be stedfastly prosecuted, for 
expediting powerful reinforcements to the Attghan frontier, and for 
assisting such operations as may be required in that quarter for the main¬ 
tenance of the honor and interests of tlie British Government. 

The amjde military means at the disposol of the Britisli Government 
wiU be strenuously applied to these olyects, so as at once to support 
external operations, and to ensure efficient prot(!ctiou to its subjects and 
allies. 

A faithless enemy, sAiued by the foul crime of assassination, has, 
through a failure of supplies, followed by consummate treachery, been 
able to overcome a body of British troops, in a country removed, by 
distance and difficulties of season, from the possibility of succour. But 
the Governor-General in Council, while h*e most dc(!ply laments the loss 
of the brave officers and men, regards this partial reverse;, only as a new 
occasion for displaying the stability and vigor of the British power, and 
the admirable spirit and valor of the British Indian army. 

By order of the Right Honorable the Governor General of India in 
Council. 

T. II. JVIaddock. 


No. 140.—J/r. Madikirk to Major Oufrarn. 

Fori William, January SI, 1842. 

Sir, —In consequence of demi-official information received from you, 
under date the 14th instant, respecting the condition of things in 'the 
Caudahar Province, I am desired by the Governor-General in Council to 
request that you wijl, in communication with Brigadier England, and if 
the condition of the tracts under your immediate charge will admit of it, 
arrange for having the disposable part of the troops under the orders of 
that officer moved above the Bolan Pass as early as practicable, in order 
that, in communication with Major-General Nott, if that officer should 
decide on withdrawing from Candahar, the troops in question may be 
marched forward to the foot'of the Kojuck Pass on the Quetta side, so as 
to support and facilitate General Nott’s movement. 

2. You will send intimation to Major-General Nott of your receipt 
of this letter, and of the arrangements that may be made in consequence 
of it, so as to insure every possible certainty that the intimation will 
reach him. 
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3. All troops falling back to Quetta -can, it is believed, be maintained 
at that place and Mustoong ; and it is desired that thty should be posted 
at these places, or other convenient points near, until the return of the 
favorable season for descending to the plains, or the • receipt of further 
orders. But the exact positions of the troops on tliis side of the Kojuck 
Pass, must be determined by the General Officer commanding, according 
to practicability of supply, and other local considerations. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Mabdock. 


No. 141.— The Governor General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Fort William, January 31, 1842. 

Sir, —We received yesterday Mr. Clerk’s dispatch of the 22nd instant, 
with the afflieting report, brought by Dr. Brydon, of the inarch of the 
British force from Cabool towards Jellalabad, and of its fatal conse¬ 
quence. 

2. We have only at tliis moment, in additiomto our former communi¬ 
cations to refer your Excellency to the notifications in the Secret and 
Military Departments, copies of which will be forwarded to you with this 
dispatcli, and to state to yqj.i the following opinion, in conformity with 
which we would desire that Major-General Pollock should be instructed 
by your Excellency. 

3. Major-General Pollock will have under his command, upon reach¬ 
ing Peshawur, a force of about 7,500 men, in addition to the brigade, 
under Sir Robert Sale, which, independently of Affghan auxiliaries, may 
amount to a further force of about 2,000—and the brigade.of which the 
advance has been directed, by our later dispatches, to proceed to Peshawur, 
but which cannot be expected to arrive there before the Kith or 28th of 
March, will add, at least, 3,000 more troops to General Pollock’s force, 
thus raising it to an army of above 12,000 men. 

4. - This force, when assembled in concentrated strength and with due 

equipments and provisions, will be adeijuate to subdue all opjiosition to 
the movements which it may be directed to undertake, but wo would 
wish your Excellency particularly to enjoin Major-General Pollock to be 
cjireful that the force is weakened as little as possible by separation and 
detachments. * 

5. Major-General Pollock will have a specially delicate decision to 

form, when he is in advance before the arrival of the last brigade ; 
beyond which brigade he should be made aware that he cannot look for 
additional reinforccraeuts during this season. , 

6. In the instructions of the 15th ultimo, it was stated that the object 
of the division, as at first moved forward under Major-General Pollock’s 
command, whs mainly that of demonstration and strength on the 
Peshawur frontier, and ttiat it would rest in his military, discretion to 
determine whether he could with safety hold Jellalabad, in advance, in 
dependence on a secure command of the Khyber and other passes 
between Jellalabad and Peshawur. 
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Y. If Major-Genefial Pollock, arriving with only General McCaskill’s 
brigade, can safely maintain the position of Jellalabad, with due regard 
to the security of the communications through the Kliybcr Pass, l»e will, 
until otherwise ordered, continue to do so—and it will be highly desirable 
that he should find an opportunity of asserting our milittwy superiority 
in the open country in the Jellalabad neighlmurhood. But Jellalabad is 
not a place which the Governor-General in Council desires to be kept- at 
all hazards, and after succour shall have been given to R. Sale’s brigade 
there, and relief sliall liave been given to parties arriving from Cabool, 
the Governor-General in Council would wish Miijor-Geueral Pollock, 
rather than run extreme risks in tlmt jiosition, to arrange for withdrawal 
from it, and the assembh^g(^ of all his forc^e at or near Pesliawur. 

8. When eventually t!io last bi-igado may reach Pesliawur, Miijor- 
General Pollock will then have received further directions for his conduct, 
but, in the mean while, wliether tlie bulk of his troops be at Jellalabad. 
or elsewhere, he will attend strictly to the direction given to him of 
holding tliein, to the utmost jiracticable degree, assembled together, and 
in the most favorable positions, not, of course, refraining from sucli de¬ 
tached or advanced o|>crations near or beyond Jellalabad, as tlie state of 
the country may render obviously expedient and advantageous. 

9. Your Excellency ■#ill, of course, cause an abundant depot of am¬ 
munition and all necessary equipments to be formed at Peshawur, and 
Major-General Pollock will understand that he is authorized to incur 
such reasonable expense as he may think nffiessary for sheltering the men 
of his force, and particularly the European portion of them, .as the season 
advances. Wherever they may be placed, the British troops should be 
kept distinct from other forces, or any chances of collision with the sub- 
j<!Cts of a friendly power, in the most convenient and healthy site pro¬ 
curable—but upon this last j)oiut your Excelleifty will be further address¬ 
ed hereafter, as events may appear to require. 

W’c liavc, &c., 

Auckland, W.W. Bjjid, W. Casement, & II. T. Peinsep. 


No. 142 .—General Sir Jasper Nieolls to Major-Gciil. Elpldnstone. 

January 21, 1842. 

SiK,—Tlie letter of the 29th ultimo, written jointly by yourself and 
Major Pottinger to Captain M‘Gregor, leaves me no reason to doubt that 
you have long ere this reached Jellalabad, Sid arc contemplating a further 
retreat to India, if such cbaditioii should have been forced upon you, as 
is too probable, by the Aff^au ebiet's. 

MajoT-Gencral Sir Pv. Sale is very strongly inclined to think that he 
and his force should not be bound by your Cabool Agreement ; of this, 
however, when you are at Jellalabad he will have no power or rigid to 
judge, far less to act upon.iti 

As the communication with Cabool has been so full of hazard, I liave 
not ventured to write to you on such a subject in terras which might have 
influenced your judgement, but it is proper that I should make known 
to you the views of the Governor-General in Council, in anticipattonmf 
events, which have now occurcod. 
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The Intention aud widbes therein expressed heter been altered or 
modified, and you urill therefore be pleased to consider it your duty to 
conform to them. ' ^ , 

In addition to camp cqfllpage in ^tore, for parts .of your force, at 
Peshawur, 1 have directed that tents for 1,000 European and 2,000 
native infantry or cavalry, may be despatched to that place to .meet you. 

The officers may jn^bably ask for a tSw'tents'; if so, receipts must he 
carefully taken- ^ 

I liave, &c., 

K 

J. Nicoiis, 

No. 143.— General Sir Jasper Nicolls to tlie Governor-General 
' ' of India in Council. • 

Camp, tWi> marches north of Kumaid, January 22, 1842‘. 

Mr Lokd. —I have the honor to lay before your Lorship in Couaal 
a Qppy of a letter addressed by me yesterday to Msfjor-General EJphin- 
stone^ the retreat of the Cabool force upon Jellalabad can be no lon^r 
doubtfi^L 

■2. ^fter that force has been refreshed at the latter station.by a few . 
days’ h^t, I should hope tliat, collected, the two brig|.des will be able to 
force their way to the .eiitranc^of the Khyber, near Daklui; where, if not 
before. Brigadier Wild’sTielpir^ hand wHl be held out to them. 

3. 'At a late hour yesterday, an express from that officer, &f the Idth ' 
instant, annomiced his intention of detaching two native regiments to the 
relief of Ali Musjid that„night, and to follow with the other two corps, 
with supplies. A coj)y df tlie Brigadier’s dispatch I liave the honor 
to inclose for the information of your Lordship in Council. 

4. At the same time I received a dispatch from Mr. Clerk ; trans¬ 
mitting Mr. Reid’s, of 15th January, to Mr. Clerk ; Captain Lawrence’s, 
of 15th January, to Mr. Clerk, with iutelligeiiee from Cabool to the 4th ■ 
instant; contents of a letter, Mahomed Akbar Khan to Mcer Afzul 
Khan; Captain Mackeson, 14tli January, to Mr. Clerk; Captain 
Mackesou, 12th January, to Mr. Clerk. 

5. I liave felt it nec!ess.ary to reply immediately to that part of Mr. 
Clerk’s letter, and Captain Mackeson’s, of the 14th, in which they ask 
for reinforcements of artillery and native infantry. These- 1 have 
declined to send, for the fallowing reasons, which I trust will be 
approved. 

The force in Afghanistan, and proceeding wither, stands thus :— 



Guos. 

Artillery 
and Bappera. 

Cavalry. 

Infantry.' 

European. Natlre. 

With General Elphinstone 

6 

. 144 

464 

.531 

2770 

With Sir R. Sale, . 

15 

559 

279 

777 

. 1119 

With Brigadier Wild, ... 

4 

247 

101 

0 

3979 

With General Pollodt, ...• 

3 

176 

693 

867 

1191 


28 

1126 

1537 

2193 

«059 
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TolaJ fl* ap yaitilM), 13,O0§, (aM5,gnns, with their dmmunitioR, tfith 
MiQor.-iyeueral Polfeck’e Divjskui from Delhi Magazine,') when 909 men 
iuire been deductedstVoni tlJe '^,'^rt)(>o^ force to. cover casualties, and sick 
a»d W^wdldtod menleft beliind. _ *• 

Ji'hese numberiought, I tliiiilr* to bd able io extricate themselves, after 
the mdstoritical movenlfent, that froth Cabool to J eiklabad, has been effected. 

■ 6, • ere native infantty now “brdered from Ferozeporo, the^ might 
efiiss tlie river on the ^9th, jind^be at I’eshawur on the 5th oFMarch, 
moving without a lialt. • « 

7. If Major*-Oenoral Elphinstoue hsft Cabool on the 5lh of .lanuary, 
ho was, pfobai^y, dt .lellaiabad on tiie 15tti, and usiited with-Sir ft. Sale ; 
after halting tliere ejglit or ten .days, they cotild ’force their way to the 
JChyber, if not through tlie lhi.s.s, by the 1st of February. 

8. Brigadtm’ Wild was to enter the Kliyber, with two |;orps^ on 
night of the 1.5th, and to be follow'od by the other two soon after. 

9. "Major-General Pollock was at Siuibul on the lotli instant, and 
will lie at Peshawar’ without halting, on the lOtli of Fcbniary. 

10. Under these cireniustances I do not think tliat any force, now 

sent forwanl, could bd of any nse in supporting our troops during thew 
retreat. It will be most unlooked-for, and probably most disastroaai if 
(jiir corps should not liave ctft'cted their passage tiinnigli tlie .Khybcr 
before the Vith of March. Mr. Clerk has never Iiintcd that tlie.^sSikh 
ironp.s would veiitiu'o Jo molesf us ; such a circuiu.statlbe does not, tliere- 
ibre, enter into iny calculation. ^ .* 

' I have, &c., 

J. Nxcolls. 

?so. 141.— Gciii>rnl Sir Jaaper Nicolk Governor-Gmtral 

of India in Council, 

- noMp, tiro marches north of Kanmtd, January 23, 1842. 

My IjOKix,— t have the honor to inform your Lordshiji in Council that 
Mr. Clerk arrivoil Inwe (Thanesur)-yesterday evening. 

We iiavo had a long convcr.siition ujioii the atluirs of Afighanistan, 
including the statement of Assistant-Surgeon Brj'don ; and Mr. Clerk 
lias, by various and repeatfid arguments, endeavored to convince me of 
llie necessity for detaching anotlier reinforcement to Peshawur, in order 
to suf^port Jellalabad. 

IMy instructions and my opinion (expressed in my letter of yesterday) 
being widely different, I have demurred giving my consent to the pro¬ 
posal ; bafeas your Lordshiji tyas not aware, on the date of your last 
orders of 6tlt of January, .trf the murder of Sir William Mncnaghten, 
and the probable fate of our troojxs, •! have ordered the 6tli and Sotli 
llegiments of Native Infantry from Kuruanl to Ferozepore, whicli will 
enable me to detach two corps to Pesliawur, should your Lordship in 
Council’s views and orders have been allgred or modiiied by that event, 
and your resolution bp made known to me. 

Being full aware of the confidence enjoyed by Mr. Clerk, I have taken 
this preparatory stop ; but, when he advised the addition of some portion 
"1 Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons, I felt inyself utiable to give him any 
hiijie of sucli a recommendation being attended to. 

• ' T 
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We may expect yoiir Lordship’s orders, upon tlm (iontaiBed in 

dispatches of the 12lh instant, on the 2nd pt 3rd of February, that is, 
before tliese regiments can reach FerozepPte. , 

"■ • I have, &c., 

J. NiCOLtS. 

No. 1#*- The Governor-General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Fort WilUam, February 2, 1842. 

SiK,—We have received your Excellency’s letter of the 23rd of 
January, and have to refer your Excellency, in reply, to our dispatches of 
the 20th, 26th, 28th, and 31st idem, by the Instructions in which we 
would request you strictly to be guided. 

2. We regard it as absolutely essential to the maintenance of our 
interests at this crisis, that a commanding force, of all arms, should be 
concentrated at or near Peshawur, in order to curb the violence of ex¬ 
citement which may be expected in that quarter, and to protect the 
Sikh territory from aggression. 

3. It is particularly important that this force should be effective in 
cavalry and light artillery, and we are disposed strongly to adhere to 
our recommendation that two squadrons of European Dragoons should be 
employed on the service. 

4. We have taken measures for summoning up Her Majesty’s 50th 
Regiment to this Presidency from Moulmein, unless imperative reasons 
of defence should require its detention at that place. And we contem¬ 
plate additional measures for the increase of our military strength of 
which your Excellency tsUl be separately informed. 

We have, &c., 

Aucklakd, W.W. Bibd, W. Casemknt, & II. T. Pkinsep. 


No. 146 .—Resolution by the Governor-General of India in Council. 

Fehrmrxj 4, 1842 

The Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council having resolved 
that it is expedient to add a tenth company to every regiment of Native 
Infantry of the armies of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay. 

Ordered, that a communication to this etfect be made to the goverments 
of Madras and Bombay, and that a copy of tliis resolution be sent to the 
military departments of the Government of India for the issue of the 
necessary orders to give eflect thereto in this, Presidency. 


No. 147 .—General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor-General 
of India in Council. 

Camp, three marches from Kumavd, Jan. 24, 1842. 
My Lord, —I had yesterday the honor to report that, at Mr. Clerk’s 
very earnest request, I had ordered two more native regiments from 
Kurnaul to Ferozepore, to give further support to bur troops at 
Jellalabad. 
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After J had dispatched my l^ter. to your Lordship in Council, I 
received the taote,. of whiph I transmit a copy herewith, from the Adju¬ 
tant-General, and I had a seppiid discussion with Mr. Clerk on the sub¬ 
ject of holding our ground at Jellalabad against any Affghan power or 
force, in' view to retrieving our position at Cabool, by advancing upon it, 
at the'fit season, simultaneously, fsom Candahar and Jellalabad. Having 
thus regained our position, and the influence which such proof of power 
must give, not only in Affghanistan, but amongst all’the neighbouring 
States, we should then withdraw, with dignity, iuid undiminished honor. 

Admitting the imdeniablc force of this argument, I am greatly inclined 
to doubt that we have, at present, eitlier army, or funds, sufficient to 
renew this contest. Money may, perhaps, be obtainable, but' soldiers 
are not, without leaving India bare. 

Shortly before 1 left Calcutta, there were^ at least, 33,000 men in our 
pay in Affghanistan and Siude, including Sluiti Shooja’s troops, but not 
the rabble attached to his person. 

How insufficient that number has been to awe the barbarous, and at 
first disunited tribes of Affghanistan and Sinde, our numerous conflicts, 
our late reverses, and our heavy losses fully prove. I admit that a blind 
confidence in persons around the late Envoy,—a total want of forethought 
and foresight on his part,—unaccountable indecision, at first, followed by 
cessions which, day by day, rendered our force more helpless,—inactivity, 
perhaps, on some occasions—^liave led to these reverses, but we must not 
overlook the effects of climate, the difficulty of communication, the dis¬ 
tance from our frontier, and the fanatical zeal of our opponents. 

No doubt your Lordship can cause our army to force its way to Ca¬ 
bool, if you think our name and predominance in India cannot otherwise 
be supported ; but our means are utterly insufficient to ensure our dom¬ 
inion over that country. If this be granted, the*tpiestions for your Lord- 
ship’s decision are, whetlier we shall retake Cabool, to assert our para¬ 
mount power; and whether, if subsequently retire, our subjects and 
neighbours will not attribute our witlidrawal, even then, to conscious 
inability to hold the country. 

Reading your Lordsliip’s instructions literally, especially those of 3rd 
December and 6th January, I liave not countenaiused any preparation fora 
renewal of the contest. 1 thought the return of ouf twenty regiments of 
cavalry and infantry, a tnwp and four companies of artillery, and some 
irregular cavalry, together with the vast reduction of expenditure which 
would immediately follow the return of this large army, would place the 
Government in such a position of strength that it might summarily chastise 
any neighbouring Prince, or even two, who might dare to act upon a 
mistaken view of our weakness. 

My opinions are of no great value, but encouraged and supported as I 
have been by your Lordship in Council, I thitjk tlie time is come at which 
I should express flrem at some length. 

Having done so, I beg to report to your Lordship in Council, that I 
have ordered Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons to move to Ferozepore, at 
which point tliey will scarcely Imve arrived, when I may hope to be 
honored by your Lordship’s commands as to tlieir advance. 

1 have, Ac., 

J. NlcoiiLs. 

T 2 
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P.S.—I have just revived your Lordsdiip’s letter in Gouncil of the 
10th instant. 


No. 148.— Mr. Maddoch td Major-General Nott. 

Fort William, Fehruary 10,1S42. 

Sib, —Annexed are extracts from a letter to his Excellency the Com¬ 
mander-in-Chief, of tlie 28th ult., and copy of a letter to Major Outram, 
of the 31st ult., having reference to the intimation of the instructions 
of the' Governor-General in Council for your guidance, conveyed in 
paragraphs 3 and 4 of a dispatch to the Conimander-in-Chief, of the 
*3rd December last, in anticipation of the event, ■which has uidiappily 
occurred, of the military possession of Cabool and of the sarronnding 
territory having, for the present, been entirely lost by the British authori¬ 
ties and troops. Intelligence of the receipt at Candahar, towai’ds the 
end of December, of tlu“se paragraphs of the dispatch to the Com- 
inander-in-Chiof, of the 3rd of that month, has reached the Go^e^nlnont 
through a demi-official letter from Major llawlinsou, 

2. The Governor-General in Council feels that events will, in evisry 
probability, have determined your course of j)roceeding long l)efore the 
present letter, or any communication founded upon the letters of the 
28th and 31st ult., can be in your j)osscssion. Ilut he thinks it now 
right not to omit the chance of distinctly informing you that it is his 
desire that you should, without reference to the terms ol’ the extract of 
the dispatch of the 28th ult., act solely so as may best, in your judgment, 
secure the paramount object of the safety of the tnaips placed under 
your orders, and may uphohl, at the same time, tiie honour of the 
British arms. 

3. Should you, w’ith tliat object, resolve upon falling back from Can- 
dahar towards Quetta, you will, , to the utmost, make every effort tliut 
may be in your power, in order also to relieve and bring oiT witli you tlie 
garrison of Klielat-i-Ghilzie, and that likewise of (Jbuznee, if it should 
be within the compass of your means to give any succours to tluit post ; 
and you will be aware that boldness, and an alacrity in attacking any 
enemy, will be the best means of obviating danger to retiring troojjs. 

4. Brigadier England and IMajor Outram v/ill apprize you of the 
means of co-operat ion with you wliicb they may be aV)lo to arrange, under 
the order.s of the 31st ult., upon the Quetta side of the Kojuck Pass. 

5. This letter will be sent through Major Outram, who will be 
desired to use every possible means to ensure its reaching you. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Haddock. 


No. 149.— Mr. Maddoch to General Sir .Jasper Nirolls. 

Fort William, February 10, 1843. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Governor-General in Council to transmit, 
for your Excellency’s infoimation, the inclosed co]>y of instructions this 
day addressed to Major-General Nott. 

I have, &e., 

T. II. Maddock, 
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No. 150.— The Governor-General of Ihdfa in Council to General 
Sin* Janper Nicolls. 

Fori WUliam, February 10, 1842. 

• SiK,—The intelligence received since the traiisraission to you of our 
dispatch of the 31st ultimo, has convinced u.s that, cxcsejrting under ^omo 
very unforeseen change, no sufficient advantage would be derived from 
an attempt to retain possession of Jellalabad for any prolonged period 
during the present season. 

2. The fote of the gallant garrison at that place will probably have 
been determined before the intimation of our ojiiiiion to tiie above (dfect 
can reach Major-General Pollocik. But we wotild request yOur Excel¬ 
lency without delay to-inform the Major-General^ tiuit the main induce¬ 
ment for the maintenance of a post at Jellalabad, namely, that of being 
a point of support to any of our troops escaping from Cabool, having 
now, it must feared, unhappily passed away, it is the object of the 
Government tMt he should, unless any nnfon^seen contingency should 
give a decidedly favourable turn to aftairs, confine hiinsclf to measures 
for withdrawing the .lellalabad garrison in safety to Peshawur, and there, 
for the present, holding together all the troops under his orders, in a 
secure position, removed from collision with the Sikh forces or snijects. 

3. Vour Excellency has been made aware juivately, that, in conse¬ 
quence of the circumstances which had occurred at Peshawar, we had 
l.teen led a little to hesitate on th(> march to that place of the further 
complete brigade ii'om Feroze])ore, tiic movement of which was directed 
by our dispatch of the 28th ultimo. 

4. We have now, upon mature deliberation, resolved that the brigiulc 
in question shall bo moved onwanl, in any of the three foliowing cases :— 

First—If there should ajipoar to your Excellency any rational ground 
of hope whatever, that this brigade can be of use towards extricating Sir 
Robert Sale’s garrison from Jellalabad. 

Second—If your Excellency should be aware that the troops undcT 
Major-General Polloctk’s orders Iiave sidfcrcd in action, or if tlie tenor of 
his correspondence witl> your Excellency shall liave shown tlie advantage 
of his being joined by the brigade, with a view to the due support and 
efficicuey of this force, already at Posliawur, regarded merely as an 
advanced Britisli division on a distant frontier, wlnweMt is important tl'.ut 
such a division slioald be of imposing strength, wdiether for the purpose 
oC remaining in the locality, or retiring from it. 

Third—If Mr. Clerk should apply for the march of the brigade, or of 
ally part of it under the instructions of wliich a eojiy accompanies tliis 
dispatch, with regard to the maintenance and jiromotion oi‘ our interests 
in connexion with the Sikh Government and territory. 

5. We would particularly request your Excellency to appouit an 
officer of character and efficiency to tlig command of the brigade; and 
we beg that the remaining -half of the battery of guns, of which one 
half only was sent on with Major-General Pollock, may be attached to 
the brigade, in addition to the troop of horse prtillery already ordered. 
Experience has shown the extreme importance of giving an efficient 
artillery, and ample supply of nnmmuitiou of all arms and of general 
e<piii>ments, 1o every force ordered on such a service. 
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6. We are not unmindful of airangements for t!»e ^ater efficiency 
of the artillery in the Upper Provinces, and may have occasion again to 
address your Excellency separately on tliat^Sttbjeet. 

7. An experienced engineer officer; with a supply of field intrenching 
tools, should also accompany the brigade, or rapidly follow it—a detach¬ 
ment of sappers and miners being alrtjady in advance j and a qualified 
officer of the commissariat department ought also to be attached to 
Major-General Pollock’s division. 

Your Excellency will give the necessary intimation, in furtherance 
of this dispatch and of the instructions to Mr. Clerk, to Major-General 
Pollock ; and will desire the Major-General and the ofl[icer commanding 
the new brigade, if advanced, to conform, as far as they may think con¬ 
sistent with military considerations of safety, to Mr. Clerk^s wishes in 
respect to their movements. 

We have, &c., 

AccKLAsn, W. W. Bird, W. Casement, H.4(F. Prinset. 


No. 151.—i!/r. Maddock to Mr. Clei’k. 

Fort William, February 10, 1842. 

Sir, —I am directed to forward to you the annexed copy of a dispatch 
to his Excellency the Conunander-in-Chief, and to state that, as the 
Government now looks to a withdrawal from Jcllalabad ; and as the 
resolution has been formed, unless events take some unexpected turn, 
which would obviously require or encourage a forward move, not to 
attempt the prosecution of operations in advance of the Khyber Pass, 
during the present season, the Governor-General in Council would wish 
you to announce that resolution frankly to the Lahore Durbar, and to 
invite it to enter on an immediate consideration of the arrangements by 
which it may best provide for the security of its western territories. 

2. As regards many considerations affecting the interests of the British 
Government, it would be highly desirable that, when Jellalabad shall no 
longer be held by us, our detachments, which have been moved forward 
in support to met a present emergency, should be brought gradually back 
to their cantonments, in order that any ulterior operations that may be 
determined upon for another advance beyond the Indus, by whatever 
route (and that towards the Khyber and Jellalabad is probably not the one 
to which preference would be given), may be undertaken after full pre¬ 
paration, with a complete equipment, and in fresh and well-organized 
strength. 

3. The Governor-General in Council had, however, intended that, as 
a support to the Sikh authority on its western frontier during the excite¬ 
ment which must be regarded as impending, an imposing British force 
should be kept at and near Peshawur for tliis year. 

4. Such an arrangement would have entailed great sacrifices on the 
British Government, and Jjave involved much. liazard to the health and 
well-being of its troops, but the Governor-General in Council was pre¬ 
pared to make a very considerable exertion in aid of the tranquillity and 
safety of this part of the Skh dominions. 



0 . Tho course of events at Peshawur has, however, appeared to show 
that the Sikh authorities there are either not disposed, or have it not in 
their power, to render any effective and cordhil co-operation to a British 
force. And it is impossible that the British Government can allow its 
troops to be compromised by being retained in a distant position such as 
Peshawur, separated by several large and ditRcult rivers, and by a terri¬ 
tory liable to confusion, from its support and resources ; and in a country 
which it does not control and gov«j; where serious troubles may arise, 
and where the good-will and stcadmess of the forces of the Sikh Durbar 
(however that Durbar may be, in itself, well disposed) are nht to be 
depended upon. 

6. It will .be proper, therefore, that tlie Sikh Durbar should make its 
own arrangements for the protection of its country. And his Lordship 
in Council would Tecommcud that Rajah Golab Sing should be allowed 
to assume the government and direction of aftairs at Peshawur, by the 
aid of his own force, or in any other mminer which the Durbar may 
think most expedient and effective. 

7. It is even not improbable that the Durbar and the Rajahs may 
prefer such a course of proceeding to one which might lead to jealousies 
and dissensions between the British and Sikh troops, placed or acting 
near each other, and w'hich might involve the Durbar, tlirough unfortunate 
and uncontrollable accidents, in a serious responsibility to the British 
Government. The measures of the Sikh authorities for the preservation 
of their power at Peshawur might idso be such as that the British Go¬ 
vernment, while it could not prevent, could not desire even to seem to 
sanction or permit tliom. 

8. If, wheu you receive these instructions, you shall be aware that 
the Sikh troops now at Peshawur have really, notwithstanding their first 
inertness or mutinous desertion, afibrded licart^' and effective aid to the 
British force; or in case of direct overtures from the Durbar for the 
maintenance of our position on that frontier, the tone of your observa¬ 
tions will, of course, be modified. But you will still say that the collec¬ 
tion of British troops in strength on the Suth j, and a cordial understand¬ 
ing from that point with tlie Sikh administration at Lahore, arc thought 
to be the most simple and sure means Ity w'hich the alliance between the 
British and Sikh Governments can be made advantageous to both parties. 
And this concentration of troops will obviously be the best mode by 
which to obtain a ready reserve for the support of our interests, if re¬ 
quired, along the lower line of the Indus. 

9. Our being in strength, in advance between Lahore and the Affgh- 
an frontier, might doubtless be a very important aid to the continuance 
of tranquillity at the capital; but, on the other hand, the presence of a 
large British detachmeuf resting inactively in the centre, of the Sikh 
dominions might give rise to extreme distrust, whilst a division of our 
forces, and the possible interniption of communication, might greatly 
■weaken our means of acting, with vigour and efiect for the common 
interests of the two Govermnents, in the event of any general commotion. 

10. Placing a high confidence in your discretion and ability, and in 
j’our intimate knowledge of the condition of affairs and parties within the 
Sikh State, the Govcnior-Geueral in Council would wish you, bearing the 
considerations which have been stated carefully in mind, to regulate,, as 
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you tliiuk liest, without any further delays of reference, which would at 
this season be highly inexpedient, the time and manner of recaUiug tl»e 
troops loisarely. from Peshawur ; and empowers you, if you think it 
desirable, to call for the advance (independently of the two first cases or 
contingencies referred to in tl)§ letter to his Excellency the Coinmander- 
in-Chief) of the brigade under orders at Ferozepore, with the artillery now 
directed, for the purpose of a temporary approach to, or Junction with, 
t)ie troops already at Peshawur, so &s^ give, support to those troops, to 
faeilitat|i| their maich homewards (if such a measure sliould finally be 
decidea upon), to ensure tlie more certain maintenance of order a long 
their route in tlie Punjab, and .to promote, generally, as fiir as practicable 
by this means, the common interests of the two States. 

11. The political efieet of an immediate fonvard movement, though 
only for a tem}iorary object, would probably be beneficial. 

12. The e.vtremo disadvantage of any hazardous exposure of single 
detaeliunnits of our troop^will be most carefully rc'gardcd by yon. 

J;5. All questions of a nierel^y military niit.iire, with regard to the 
convenience and safety of the troops, will, of course, be determined 
exclusively by the orders of Major-Ccuoral Pollock, with whom you 
w'ill be in constant and free communication. 

11. You will remember that the (iaiiicr the date at which our troops 
can be brought liack to tlieir cantonments, if to return to the left bank 
of the Sutlej, the more desira'tle it will be for the preservation of their 
health and ettieicncy. It is not necessary to impress on you the most 
anxious attention to tlie health of the troops, whose movoniciits arc thus 
confided to your judgement. 

15. You will communicate to liis Excellency the Conur.aiider-in-Chief 
the date of any jirobable return of toojis to the provinec.s, that his 
Excellency may direct the necessary arrangements for their reception. 

to’. It; at the same time, it should be yonr deliberate opinion 
tiiat important and vital interests of the British Government iu 
India, and the well-being of the Biitish and fsikh States, urgently 
require that tlio measure of witlalrawing our troops from Pesha¬ 
war, or at least further eastward than some point on the left bank 
of the Indus, or a few marches from it, as at Bawil Pindee, should 
be suspended, his Lordship iu Council autlsorizes you- to postpone 
such witlidrawal pending a report to Government, iu which you will 
explain fully the grounds of that opinion, and the inaflner iu which 
you think it possible that tiie political- and military difficulties of national 
feeling, hversiou, and disorgaiiizatio.i of th<^ iSikh troops, excited and 
uncertain temper of tlie population, isolated and remote position, and the 
hazard of disorder.s at the capital, and in the wliole line of communication 
between the position of the force and the Sntlej, can, without the most 
serious imprudence, be encountered. You will, in that case, obtain also, 
and submit, a full report from Major-General Pollock of bis sentiments on 
this question ; and tlie final orders of tlio Government, in rejily, may be 
in your possession about the 1st of April next. Yon will also iminediate- 
,ly communicate these reports to his Excellency the Conuuandei'-in-Chief, 
that his Excellency may state his views on them to the Government. 

17. You will boar in mind tlie inexpedincy of accustoming the Purbar 
tv) k'an upon our iirescnce at or near Peshawur, as a means of propping 
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Tip its power, and saving its own means and exertions in that quar¬ 
ter. 

18. You have been authorized to establish the most friendly under¬ 
standing with the existing Sikh Govcrumeut. Should it at any time 
desire to arrange any new and definite terms for its own support, through 
a remodelling of its relations with the British Government, you will 
readily receive and report such overtures, avoiding, until further iustruo- 
tioiis, any express promises or stipulations. The Governor-General in 
Council does not wish to be forward in altering, in any manner, the inde¬ 
pendent character of the Sikh Administration. 

19. Emergencies may arise in regard to the affairs of the Sikh State, 
and to the position of tlie British troops moving witliin its territory 
which it is impossible to foresee and to provide for by previous instruc¬ 
tion. In such emergencies, if it should be clear to you tliat they do not 
admit of the delay of a reft^renco to the Government, the Governor- 
General in Council empowers you to act as you may judge best for the 
national interest and honor, on the general principles which have now 
and heretofore been prescribed to you ; and his Excellency the Com- 
nmuder-in-Cliiefi and the Commanders of the British forces within the 
Punjab, wilt be prepared to give attention to your wishes as far as they 
may feel tliemselves able to do so consistently with military consider¬ 
ations, and with the arrangements judged necessary by his Excellency for 
the protection of our own provinces. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 

No. 152.— Major-General T.uniley to Mr. Mtuldoek. 

head-Quarters, Camp, liajpooraU, Jan. 28, 1842. 

Sib,—I have the honor, by direction of his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief, to forward, for th<! information of tin; lliglit Honorable the 
Governor-General in Council, copy of a dispatch from Brigadier C. F. 
Wild, commanding the troops at Peshavvur, commenced on the Ibtli and 
closed on the 17th instant reporting tlie occupation of the fort of Ali 
Musjid by a portion of the force under his orders, together with the copy 
of a letter to the Brigadier’s address, from Captain Maekeson, dated the 
Kith instant, at 8 r.M. 

Copies of the letters adverted to by Brigadier Wild, and detailed 
below,* from Jellalabad and Cabool, have alretidy been forwarded for the 
information of the Government. 

I have, &c., 

J. R. Lumley. 

•• No. 153. —Brigmlkr IVild to Major-General Lumley. 

Camp, near Jumrood, Jan. IG, 1842. 

Sir, —I am happy to htivc it 'in my power to sttite, for the information 
of his Excellency the Cominander-in-Chief, that the plan 1 adopted to 

* From Captain Maegregor to Captain Maokeson, dated Jallalabad, .the lUh, 
inclosing a letter from Captain George Lawrence, of the 4th January ; extract of 
letters from Lady Sale and Lieutenant Sturt; and one letter from Captain Mac- 
gregor to Captain Maekeson, dated Jellalabad, )3th January. 
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prevent the fort of Ali Musjid falling into the hands of the Afreedees has 
perfectly succeeded. Every attempt at resistance that might have been 
expected in the day-time was prevented by the unlooked-for advance of 
the 53rd and 64th Regiments Native Infantry, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley, and the guidance of Captain Mackeson at 
ni^t, Unencumbered as they were by baggage of any kind. Only three 
shots were fired at them, which did no harm, and they arrived at Ali 
Musjid as the day dawned. 

This unexpected call on our assistance has somewhat interfered with 
the proposed movement through the Khyber Pass with the whole brigade ; 
but it is as well, perhaps, that, under the existing deficiency of carriage, 
and the very indequate means at onr disposal for conveying stores, baggage, 
ammunition, treasure, and provisions, the attempt should not have been 
made ; for it was witli tlie greatest difiiculty that I removed, as a pre¬ 
paratory step, the camp from Kowulsur to this place to-day, leaving nearly 
one-third of the property behind, under a guard. 

I was interrupted whilst writing what precedes, about lO p.m. last 
night (17th January), by an alert in our ciunp, occasioned by several 
shots fired into it by some Afreedees, wliich brought on a general firing 
of the chain of the picquet sentries. Several other shots were fired into 
camp at later hours afterwards. 

At 3 A. M. I got the note from Captain Mackeson, regarding the suc¬ 
cessful movement, mentioned at the beginning of this letter, on Ali 
Musjid. It was expected that tlie intelligence of that event would, when 
it reached the ears of the Afreedee tribes, render them more tractable ; 
but it has not: and I am apprehensive that, encumbered with all the 
cattle conveying the effects of the regiments that have preceded me, as 
well as those left with me, I shall me(!t with a resistance and loss that 
will contrast sadly with the good fortune of the former. The cattle here 
mentioned is scanty beyond measure for the exigency of the men and 
officers, but tells, in addition to camels and bullocks conveying treasure, 
ammunition, stores, &c. for tlie jmhlic service, in a pass where they can 
only pass one by one, and where the fall of a single animal may create 
serious delay and confusion. 

In the midst of all my difficulties there is none which distresses me 
more, and causes more trouble and importunate references to me, than 
the commissariat department, at every instant of the day ; occasioned by 
the insufficiency of cattle, and the jirospect that one-half of what may 
accompany us will probably die from sheer starvation, as food for animals, 
in advancing through the Khyber Pass, must be carried along, as well as 
for man. On no occasion that has ever come under my observation 
would it have been so desirable to have an experienced and efficient com¬ 
missariat officer with a force, as at Peshawar ; and there is no European 
responsible person,—none but a pm-cel of Gomashtis, eiich bent on his 


own interested purposes, without any controlling authority. I have 
endeavoured to remedy this difficulty, by appointing, some days ago, 
•’^^nporarily. Ensign Montgomery ; but, after trying to do every thing in 
■It hi.s"lE,*^’^’ requested permission to resign ; and 1 have appointed, sub¬ 
'll ‘ Y^mfirmation, Captain Gwatkin, of the 60th Regiment, who offered 
lean uni i *■“ possess the requisite qualifications for 

I upon oui without experience in the department, or information. 
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other than what is to be obtained from the Gomashtis themselves, whom 
be is to control, and who are very unwilling to be so. 

I also beg leave to inclose copies of the melancholy disasters of the 
Cabool force, numbered 1 and 2 ; the former received yesterday and the 
latter to-day : and of which I took a hasty copy in General Avitabile’s 
tent this afternoon, where Captain Lawrence privately showed me the 
original. 

Captain Maekeson’s dispatch is numbered .3. I trust his Excellency 
will kindly excuse tlie somewhat blotted appearance of this letter, my 
small tent being a perfect pigeon-house of people entering and leaving it, 
each with some subject of reference of his own. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 


No. 154.— Major-General Lnmliy to Mr. Maddoeh. 

Camp, Pularre, January 30, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor, by dirwtidpof his Excellency the Comman- 
der-in-Chief, to annex, for the information of the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General of India in Council, cojiy of a letter from the Deputy 
Commissary-General, dated tlie 25th instant, find its inclosures, detailing 
the nature of the agreement into which the owners of hired camels were 
supposed to hiive entered previous to their departure from Ferozepore, 
with the columns commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Tulloch and Briga¬ 
dier Wild, which his Lordship in Council will have learned from the 
inelosure transmitted with my dispatch. No. 39, of the 17th instant, they 
have failed to fuliil. 

I have, &c., 

J. R. LuatLEY. 

No. 155.— IJenteuaut-Colonel Parsoim, Depnfy Commissary- 
General, to Major-Gcn.era.l iMmley. 

January 25, 1842. 

Sib,— I li.ave the honor to acknowledge the. receipt of your letter. No. 
135, and annexation, on the subject of the refusal of the owners of 
hired camels, who left this place with troops for Aftghanistan, to proceed 
with the detachment from Feshawur to Jellalabad. 

2. In reply, I beg to state, for the information of his Excellency the 
Cominander-in-Chief, that it luis hitherto been most difficult to induce 
the owners of hired camels to engage to go even as far as Pesliawur, but 
I have, by promises, encouragement, find obtaining a liberal remunera¬ 
tion from Government for them, succeeded in procuring their services to 
Feshawur. 

3. From that place it has been customfiry for the carriage to be pro¬ 
vided by Captain Mackeson, Political Agent on the spot, or 'by the chief 
Commissariat Officer in Attghanistfin ; but owiil^ to the unfortunate state 
of affidrs at Cabool, which only becfime known here after Brigadier 
Wild’s detachment left, it was impossible to hope for any arrangements 
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boJiig e/Tectad by the Commissariat Departitteut in Affghmkt&n, and 
barely probable that any could be made by the Political Agent at Pesha- 
wur. 

4. Under these circumstances, I by much persuasion, and allowing 
high remuneration, induced some of the Shokedars, and influential people 
of that class, who were present at this station, to enter into an agreement, 
that the camels of Brigadier Wild’s detachment would proceed on to 
Jellalabad instead of to Peshawur, as the owners had at first agreed to do. 

5. It appears now tliat the whole of the Shokedars (except one), on 
arriving at Peshawur, declined to ratify the engagement thus entered into, 
and this untoward circumstance 1 attribute to tw'o causes: first, to the 
state of the coun'try beyond Pesliawur; and second, that the cattle 
employed with the 60th and 64th Regiments were harassed so much on 
tl»e route to Pesliawur by long inarches, that the owners of them became 
alarmed, and dissatisfied; otherwise, I have not the least doubt but the 
people would have fulfilled the engagement to go on to Jellalabad. 
People have been dispatched to induce the dissatisfied Shokedars to go 
forward, and I have every hope th^ they have been successful. 

6. I beg to inclose a copy * a communication from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tulloch, commanding detachment., relative to the necessity he 
had for issuing an order for Government bhoosa being given to the 
hired camels of the force, consequent on the cuttle not having had time 
to graze, and during the f'orecd marches which were made, the men had 
not time to cook their food, and several of the female camels cast their 
young. Yet, in conclusion, 1 have the honor to state, for his Excel¬ 
lences information, that 1 have but little doubt that the hired camels 
which have left this, subsequently to the departure of Brigadier Wild’s 
troops, will proceed to Jellalabad. 

I have, &c., 

J. Paesoss. 


No. \i)G.—Limtcnanl-Colou(i Tnllorh to the Deputy-Commissary 

Gimeral, 


December 21, 1841. 

Sir,—Having been obliged to increase tlie length of my marches to¬ 
wards Peshawur, and the nature of the roads preventing our marching 
except in daylight, great numbers of camels attached to the force have 
necessarily been up too late in the evening to allow of the owners grazing 
them sufticicutly ; under these circumstances, on the 18th instant, after 
several long marches, I took upon myself to order the Commissariat 
Gomashta to advance ten rupees for bhoosa to the camels in the. rear, 
whuih had the effect of satisfying tlieir owners, who had several times 
complained that their cattle would be injured if they remained without 
food in that way. 

I have, &c., 

J. Tuni/ocii. 
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No. \5'1, — Brigadier Wild to Major-General Lxanleif. 

Camp, Jumrood, Jatmary ‘J3, 1842'. 

Sir,—For the information of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chiei^ 
I have the honor to state, that late last night Captain Lawrence entered 
my tent, and communicated to m^ the notes of which I inclose copies, 
the original, from Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley, not having reached me. 

The urgency of the request for assistance demanded immediate atten¬ 
tion, and 1 accordingly ordered the two serviceable guns that remain to 
us, with all the efficient men of all arms in camp, except the guards and 
picquets left for its protection, to bo held in readiness to proceed to the 
Shadee Bhagiar mouth of tlie pass, so as to arrive there by the first dawn 
of day, and by that means take the Afreedees by surprise, at a breast¬ 
work of thorns and stones w'hich they had thrown across the pass. My 
wound preventing me from going myself, Lieutenant-Colonel Tulloch 
took the command of the party, and I directed the 30th Regiment to 
lead. 

The operation was successfully performed, the breastwork was gained 
and destroyed, and the troops appear on this occasion to have behaved 
with great steadiness and alacrity. For the details I beg to refer his 
Excellency to the accompanying letter of Lieutenant-Colonel Tulloch, 
who commanded the party, and to the returns of killed and wounded, 
which I so much the more dec[)ly lament, that the obj(fct for which the 
demonstration was made was not effected, in conse<juence of the many 
messengers scut to Ali Musjid to apprise Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley and 
Captain Mackeson, that their request for co-operation would be attended 
to, not reaching that place in time, though jiromised a reward of fifty 
rupees if it did, whilst they were afraid of hazarding a retreat, under the 
doubt of co-operation on our side. 

A Sikh regiment was prevailed upon to combine in the demonstration 
made to-day, by entering another mouth of the pass at Jabaghee, and had 
also one Jemadar killed and two men wounded. 

Whilst writing this, another letter is rec.eived from Captain Mackeson, 
at Ali Musjuid, stating the garrison, it was determined, would march out 
at 4 A. M. to-morrow, and urging me and the Sikh regiment to make a 
similar demonstration, and attack at both mouths of the pass. I confess, 
that after the effort made to-day proving to no purpose I felt extreme 
reluctance in repeating the same to-morrow, but yielded to the claims of 
humanity, and extreme urgency of the occasion. I have accordingly 
ordered the same party to proceed to-morrow to the Shadee Bhagiar 
mouth of the pass, and General Avitabile has also ordered the same Sikh 
regiment that went to the Jabaghee mouth of it yesterday, to return 
thither. 

I trust his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will make allowances 
in the situation of extreme difficulty in which I am placed; the 
inefficiency of my means, destitution of carriage, apprehension of every 
public servant (not being a soldier) and camp follower to go on, being 
surrounded by a population that murders every individual who moves 
insufficiently protected to any distance from caifip ; if the measures I 
have attempted to carry into effect did not meet with tliat success which 
would, I conscientiously believe, have attended them, had adequate 
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means been at my disposal, as to carriage and artillery, when I first 
reached Peshawur, and the Afreedees were still wavering in their accept¬ 
ance of the profiered terms for their forbearance, to push on to Jellalabad. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 

P. S. I inclose a note, in original, the last received from Captain 
Mackeson. 


No. 158.— Lieutenant-Colonel Tulhch to the Officiating 
Brigade-Major. 

Camp, Jumrood, January 23, 1842. 

Sm,—I have the honor to report to you, for the information of Briga¬ 
dier Wild, commanding the force, tliat agroebly to his instructions I 
proceeded with the 30th and 60th Native Infantry Regiments, the detail 
of Artillery, with two guns, a few Sappers and Miners, and the rissalah 
of the 3rd Irregular Cavalry, at 4 a.m. to-day, for tlie purpose of assist¬ 
ing the return of tlie two regiments from Ali Musjid, through the Khyber 
Pass. 

The entrance of the nullah Iwiding to the pass was reached soon after 
day-break, and a passage effected to the barricade pointed out by Captain 
Lawrence, which, though only formed by brambles, was, by its size and 
construction, likely to be a serious obstacle to troops (in retreat particu¬ 
larly) ; the whole of this was destroyed by fire during the stay of the 
troops in its vicinity, and some adjacent breastworks levelled. 

The infantry, with exception of about 100 men, were entirely employed 
in crowning the heights on either side of the entrance, up to, and beyond 
the position taken up by the reserve body mentioned above, and in secur¬ 
ing a breastwork in front of, |and commanding the barricade before 
mentioned, which duty was performed in the most efficient manner, and 
greatly to the credit of all concerned. 

One gun, and the detachment of Sappers and Miners, and Irregular 
Horse, were kept with the reserve of the column, and the gun was occa¬ 
sionally useful in dispersing small parties of the enemy, who appeared 
occasionally pressing towards the flanking parties ; the other gun was left 
in a position near the entrance of the nullah, for covering our return. 
The troops remained, from before sunrise till past 10 a.m., in possession 
of the works before mentioned ; the whole behaved with remarkable 
steadiness, and after retaining them in position till further delay seemed 
useless for the object in view, no sounds proceeding from the front indi¬ 
cating any advance of troops from that quarter, and the enemy collected 
in some numbers, from our demonstration, which appeared likely to 
render hazardous our retreat, with the few men held in reserve, I deemed 
it prudent to call gradually in the flanking parties from either side, and 
returned to camp a little before noon. 

Regretting, as all must do, that the object of our advance has been 
rendered null, by circuins'tances having apparently prevented the arrival 
of those for whose assistance it was intended, I have tile honor to con- 
jflude by inclosing a return of killed and wounded, with the force, and 
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shall be happy to afford any further explanatioa that the Brigadier may 
require, on points which the hiury of my present writing, in the wish to 
give, as early as possible, an account of the day’s proceedings, may have 
left obscure. 

I have, &c., 

Tclloch. 

Return of Killed and Wounded of the Force employed under the corn- 
mand of Lieutenant- Colonel J. TuUoeh, at the entrance on the Khyber 
Pass on the 2Zrd of January, 1842. 


Camp, Jumrood, January 24, 1842. 



Killed. 

Wounded. 

Sepoys. 

Lieut. § 
Brevet 
Capt. 

Jema¬ 

dars. 

1 1 1 

H 

Horse. 

Detachment 3rd ) 
Irregular Cavalry y 
30th Rcgiineut ■) 
Native Infantry) 
80th Regiment) 
Native Infantry j 

Total. 

Grand Total... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


B 

1 

2 

B 

2 

1 I 1 

2 

10 

I 

2 

18 


C. F. Wrin, Brigadier. 


No. 159.— Lieutenant-Colwiel Mosehy to Brigadier Wild. 

Alt Mmjid, January 22, 1842, 2 p.m. 

Sm,—Having determined to fall back u])on Futtehghur (alias Jumrood) 
to-morrow morning, I have to request that you will move up with your 
whole available force to form-a junction with ours, inside of the pass of 
Shadee Bhagiar, as I am determined to give tlie Afreedees battle, if they 
oppose us, and the ground admit of our doing so with a chance of suc¬ 
cess. Your cavalry should be well to the front, as I am told the ground 
will admit of their aeting. 1 propose to get away from tliis quietly before 
day-break. Your force should enter the mouth of the pass a litthi after 
daylight, and the Sikhs should move into the Jabaghee mouth of the pass 
at day-break. The safety of tins detachment will depend on your prompt 
and detennined demonstration, at both mouths of the pass, being execu¬ 
ted as above pointed out. 

I have to request that you will send several replies to this communiiia- 
tion, so that they may reach us before we move do.wn. 

1 have, &c., 

J. Mosei-ey. 
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No. 160 .—Brigadier mid to Major-General Lumleij, 

Camp, Jumrood, Jammry 24, 1842. 

SiK,—I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, that, with the assistance aflPorded them, and the 
help of God, the two regiments that were at Ali Musjid have returned 
thence in comparative safety, about 1 r.M., to this camp, having liad to 
fight and cover their retreat the whole way. The official returns 
have nOt yet been sent to me, and there will not be time for it 
to-day, the ' dawk being about to close, but I fear the statement will 
exhibit a severe loss. Captains Wilson, of the 64th, and Lock, of the 
5th Regiment, doing duty with the 60th, have been killed, and four or 
five officers of the 53rd, 60lh, and 64th, have been wounded, whose names 
I have not yet all ascertained. 

Being myself weak, and unable to quit my tent,.my Brigade-Major 
incapacitated, by the wound he received, to afford me any-assistance, 
and Brevet-Captain Ewart, whom I requested to lu-t for Captain Loftie, 
temporarily, having in the present emergency his time taken up as 
Adjutant of his regiment, will, 1 trust, be u sufficient excuse for this 
liasty letter. 

I have, &e., 

C. F. Wild. 

No. 161 .—Brigadier Wild to Major-General Lumleg. 

Camp, Jimrood, January 25, 1842. 

SiE, —had the honor, for the information of his Excellency tlie 
Commander-in-Chief, to report to you yesterday, and in a very hasty 
manner, the dawk being about to close, the retreat from Ali Musjid, of 
the two regiments sent thither on the loth instant, at the particular 
instance of Captain Mackeson, who accompanied the detachment, to 
prevent that important post falling into the possession of the Kliyberees. 

This movement being effected in the dark, by troops unincumbered by 
baggage or tents of any kind, and unexpected by the Kliyberees, was 
successful beyond expectation. Unfortunately, however, out of 300 
bullocks loaded with provisions, that left camp with the detachment, only 
sixty and odd reached that place, so that the men had soon to ajiprchend 
that want of food would be superadded to their destitution of baggage and 
camp equipage. These it was my intention to have conveyed to them 
with the remainder of the brigade, supjiortcd by the Sikh troops, and to 
have advanced, leaving the latter to occupy Ali Musjid, and maintain the 
communications open in the rear, according tb their engagement, 
and to have then proceeded forward with my whole force towards 
JeUalabad, in compliance with the pressing appeal of Major-General 
Sir Robert Sale and Captain Maegregor, consequent on the disasters of 
Cabdbl for the contingency alluded to in one of the paragraphs of the 
instructions sent me by his Excellency’s orders, seemed to have arrived. 
These instructions, I no longer possess : as reported in my letter to your 
address of the instant, tliey, and all other valuable papers, public and 
private, sketches, &c.. that I had, fell, with a horse-load of my baggage, 
into the hands of the Khyberees, on the 19th instant ; and I thought it 
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my duty, cOn’ti'arf t& my own opinion, to attend to the call of the Politi¬ 
cal Agent, of riuining the risk to push on, and carry relief to the JeUala- 
bad force, or to faciHtate its retreat, the time for it having now arrived. 

General AvitabUe having informed Captain Lawrence, the Assistant 
Political Agent, andmysefi^ on the 17th instant, that four Sikh battali¬ 
ons, with the artillery attached to them, had agreed to co-operate and 
advance with me, and as no time was to be lost, 1 appointed the following 
day to commence the march. • 

I have already reported to you, in my letter of the 17 th and 20th 
instant, how grievoudy I was disappointed by the almost treacherous 
abandonment of* our cause by the soldiery of the Sikh battalion, at the 
critical moment when their co-operation was expected, within a few hours 
of that which had been ordered for commencing the march tlirough the 
. Khyber Pass. I have also informed you of the further difficnltj#experi- 
enced at the very moment when the march was to liave begun, owing 
to the absejice of a number of camels, and the abandoning of Sirwans, 
who dreaded to go on, and of tlie new arrangements which these unto¬ 
ward events necessitated, which protracted the departure of the troops 
^till after sunrise, and also of the destitute situation of the regiments at 
Ali Musjid, which induced me, though forsaken by our faithless Sikh 
allies, and destitute of their support, nevertheless to make the attein{)t of 
carrying, them relief and joining them, with a view to an immediate 
further'advance. 

However, the opposition we experienced far exceeded any thing I had 
anticipated, and with long, strings of cattle to protect, extending together 
with the troops to a distance exceeding two miles, it became impossible to 
detach sufficient flanking and skirmishing parties to dislodge the enemy, 
scattered in parties on every ridge and knoll, behind stone breastworks, 
pouring down a destructive fire upon ns. In this .emergency, oiir 
advanced gun broke down at the second slwt discharged, whilst one of 
the elephant^ that carried another gun, on biniig hit by a ball, turned 
round and tlircw the column into coufiisioii, as did also some camels 
carrying treasure, and several horses. The Kliybcrees observing this, 
gained confidence, and redoubled their fire, by which I was M'ounded, as 
I was calling on our men to follow me and advance. No longer able, 
from the nature of my wound, to exert my voice, and becoming soon 
after faint from Toss of blood, I was taken to the rear, when a tetreat 
commenced before we had well entered the pass. Of several loads of 
treasure that were thrown, one was lost, the broken-down gun was 
for.saken and spiked, and baggage of various kinds, thrown by animals 
running away, was lo^t. In other respects, the rctre.at was covered, and 
Lieutenant Liptrott, with a party of his liorsc, dashing in among some 
Afreedees that had already desObuded to plunder, cut up several. 

The troops returhed to Jumrood, after experiencing a heavy loss in 
killed and wounded, as stated in the returns I transmitted on the.i^gOtli 
instant ; and worse than all, eveiy hope of carrying relief to the garrison 
at Ali Musjid was lost. It now only remained for me to see iiow, in the 
precarious situation iu which it was placed, I should be able to assist in 
tUcilitating its retreat, and the'co-operation on the 23rd and 24th instant 
accordingly took place, as I have already had tlie honor to report. 

Having, on the above recapitulation, endeavoured td' connect the 

W 
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evwils from tire period of detaching tlie 53rd and 64th Regiments to 
secure the jmssession of x\li Musjid, until that of their abandoning it, I 
have now the melancholy task before me, to relate the occurrences of tlie 
latter day, for tlie minor details of which I beg to tefer his Excellency 
to the reports of Lieutenant-Colonels Tulloch and Moseley,* and to the 
heavy list of killed and wounded, which no less overwhelms me with 
grief now, than all the foregoing events had preyed upon my mind with 
distressing a*xiety, the only soothing reflection being, tliat if the force 
detached had been less, or if the retreat had been delayed for a-few days 
longer, the loss, heavy as it is, would have been C(jnsiderably greater, as 
the Kliyberees were daily increasing in muubers all along'the pass. 

Captain Mackeson informed me, that before the rear of the detachment 
had quitted Ali Musjid, it was attaek(^d, and had both to fight its way 
down, «»d cover its reti'eat all the way ; the 64th Regiment being in the 
rear, performed tliat duty with great steadiness, and deserved every praise 
for their good conduct, which I am particidarly desirous to bring to Ids . 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chiers notice, after the report I was 
obliged to nutke some time since on the spirit of insubordination which 
had shown itself among them. The two regiments joined the party sent, 
from camp to their assistance, at a later hour in the day than had been 
expected, and passed on with tlKur sick and baggage, leaving their flir- 
ther retreat to be cov(!reJ by the otlier ; and it apj)ears, the heaviest loss 
which the latter subtained, occurred on tliis occasion. When the flank¬ 
ing parties descended from the heights that had been occujiied by them to 
rejoin the column, the Khyberees reuscended them with all the celerity 
which habit and constant practice has i-endered so natural to them, and 
opened a destructive tire upon t he retiring ’skirmishers. The retreat, 
however, was eftected in good order ; but when the whole had retired, a 
body of the enemy collected and formed on a rising ground in extended 
order, equal to the front of ti reginmnt 1,000 or 1,200 strong, and tired a 
couple of volleys. 

The loss of two good otticers, Cajitain Wilson and Ciiptain Lock, I 
deeply lament. 

1 shidl commence to fall back to-morrow morning upon Kowulsiir, 
where the brigade was Ibrmerly eucamjted, to be further removed from the 
Sikh troops, with the advantage of having forage for out cattle, and being 
near Feshawur for supplies, besides not running the risk we do here of 
having the water cut oti' from the hilts. But from the insufficiency of 
cattle to carry our cam)> e<piipagc, &c., only one-half of the brigade 
will be able to move at a time, and the remainder will avail itself of its 
services on the following day. 1 hope, when an fefficient Commissariat 
ofticer arrives with General Pollock, he may be able to do sometliing to 
remedy this evil. 

I beg to represent, that disproportionate to our eventuar wants as the 
qriantity of ammunition we brought with us originally was, it, has been 
greatly reiluced by these three last engagcme'nts, and that it would be 
most desirable to have a store to indent upon nearer at hand than 
Delhi, or even Ferozepose. 

I have, &c.. 


C. F. Wild. 
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P.S.—r26th January. I rep^ret to say, I can ohly transmit the return 
of killed and wounded, of Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley’s detachment. 
His report will follow to-morrow. 


No. 162.— Lieutenant-Colonel Tulloch to Captain Lwart, 

• Camp, Jumrood, Javuary 25, 1843. 

Sib,— -Agreeably to instructions from Brigadier Wild, commanding, I 
proceeded with the corps and detachments mentioned in my report of 
yesterday, to the entrance of the Shadee Ghurree Pass, for the purpose of 
meeting and assisting the 53rd and 64th Regiments Native Infantry. 

The column arrived at the appointed time (daybreak) ; but previous to 
entering the nullah, I dispatched Acting-Captain Ross, 30th Regiment, 
and Brevet-Captain Geils, 60tli Regiment, with four companies from 
each regiment, the former to crown the Jieiglits on tlie riglit, the latter on 
the left of the nullah. The right hills in the line of ascent, taken (at 
tile suggestion of some friendly mountaineers,) proved too abrupt, and 
were not crowned so far in advance as could have bcoij wished ; but the 
position taken by the comiianies had the effect of preventing the ascent 
of a number of the enemy who were in a village, commanded by these 
companies. The hills to the left were (ionipletely in our possession in 
about an hour, reserves, &c., in order. 

These arrangements being made, the column 'advanced ; and on 
reaching the barricad# found it again blocked up with brushwood, 
but only one layer, (on the morning of the 23rd there were several,) 
which was beaten flatly down, and i;overed by large stones, suflicient 
to j)rcveut a body of men passing until it was burnt away, which 
could not be effected so (|uickly as di'sirable, being wet; drag ropes were 
laid on, and the barricade rcmovciL The stockade on the hill in front 
being again occupied, these positions were held until information was 
received that the regiments were near, when another party was thrown 
forward to the right of the stockade, and fresh supports sent to the 
assistance of the party posted on the left hills, which ultimately proved 
of the greatest assistance, by enabling them to retire with comparative 
impunity, only one man of them kavitig fallen. 

Previous to the arrival of the two corps at this head of roy column, 1 
had detached Caj)tain Payne, 30th, to draw off one or more of the com¬ 
panies from the right hills, to form a good reserve for our retreating 
upon. When the two regiments were sufficiently retired, with their sick 
and wounded, baggage, &c., in safety, the companies upon the right of 
the stockaded hill reformed at the barricade, and then proceeded to retire 
in extended order, keeping a brisk fire to the mouth of the pass, covered 
by the guns, which were placed in position with the reserve on the rising 
ground in our rear. 

To my knowledge, the whole of the troops employed on flu's occasion, 
exerted themselves to the attainment of th<! oliject in view, with the 
gi'eatest gallantry ; the loss, .it appears, fell heaviest on the covering 
party of the 60th to the left, where the Khybcrces were collected in great 
umnbers. I have also to regret the loss of Brevet-Captain Lock, Slji 
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Native Infantry, doing duty with the 60th, who vitfts killed on the heights 
to the right, where his company was detached from the reserve, cOnse- 
•qnent on those first detached for this point having failed, from the cause 
before mentioned, to reach it. 

I request you will inf«rm the Brigadier commanding, that I feel greatly 
indebt^ to yourself and Brevet-Captain Geils, 60th, for the very efficient 
aid rendered me by both during the retirement of the column. 

I have the honour to annex a statement of killed and wounded on the 
occasion. 

I have, &c., 

J. T01.LOCI1, 

Return of Killed and Wounded of the Force employed under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel J. Ttdloch, at the Entrance of the 
Khyber Pass, on the 2Ath of Jaiiuary, 1842. 


Camp, Jumrood, January 25, 1842. 



Killed. 

1 Wounded. 

•s.s 

Cj ■*- 

01(2 


Sepoys, 

s s 

a> Q 

s * 

ss 

Snhadar. 

1 

4 

1 

oq 

Privates. 

(f 

<3 

& 

eg. 

Detachment 3rd Irregular 

Cavalry. 

4th Company 60th Batta¬ 
lion Artillery . . . 

30th Regiment Nat. Inf. . 

... 

... 

... 

• • 

• • 


i 

4 

5 

6 

45 

2 

1 

SOth ditto ditto . . . 

- Total . . 

Grand Total . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

sis 51 

2 

1 

3 


67 


List of Officers killed and wounded. 

Killed:—Brevet-Captain Lock, 5th Native Infantry, doing duty with 60th Regi¬ 
ment. 

Wounded slightly:—Lieutenant Phillips, 60th. 

Ditto severely :—Ensign Ilalhed, 04th Native Infantry, doing duty with 60th. 

J. TuLnocE, Lieutenant-Colonel.: 

B. S. Ewart, Brevet-Captain. 

F. C. Wild, Brigadier, 
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Ileturn of Ktded atid Wounded of the Detachment under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel G. W. Moseley, on the return from Ali Musjvlf 
OH the 2Ath of January, 1842. 


Camp, Jumrood, January 23, 1842. 



Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captains, 

c 

.g 

Havildars. 

«0 

Sepoys. 

Ensigns. 

Sttbadars. 

Jemadars, 

Havildars. 

^5 

fei 

<0 

1 

53d Regt. N. I,_ 


2 

■ 

1 

7 

1 

2 

, • 

5 

3 

19 

G4th ditto ditto. 

1 

•• 

1 

1 

19 


1 

2 

9 

i 

98 

Total.... 

1 

2 


2 

26 

2 

3 

3 



Hi 

Grand Total.... 

32 

148 


List of European Officers killed and wounded. 

Killed :—Captain A. Wilson, 64th Native Infantry, 

Wounded:—Ensign Baron Von Meycrn, 53d Native Infantry, severely. 

Ditto:—Ensign llattray, 64th Native Infantry, severely. 

G. W. Moseley, Lieutenant-Colonel 

B. S, Ewakt, Brevet-Captain, 

F. C. Wild, Brigadier. 


No. 163 .—Bnyadkr Wild to BIujor-Gencml Lumley. 

Camp, Kowulsur, January 28, 1842, 

Sir, —In continuation of my letter of the 25th instant, with a post¬ 
script of the 26th, 1 have the honor to iuclosft Lieutenant-Colonel 
Moseley’s report of the occurrences which took place since the evening he 
was detached in command of the 53rd and 64th Regiment Native 
Infantry, to occupy Ali Musjid, until adverse circumstances compelled 
him to abandon that post on the morning of the 24th instant. 

I suffer in mind more than I can express, that the urgent call for relief 
of the Jellalabad force, and the intervening necessity of securing Ali 
Musjid, has induced me to yield, against the dictates of my better judg¬ 
ment, (as previously reported by me for his Excellency’s information,) to 
take a step that has had such a fatal result; but when I resolved to yield 
to necessity, I was assured that I could depend on the co-operation of a 
part of the Sikh troops, after their arrears had been paid up to them by 
cash, which the Political Agent adviyiced to General Avitabile, who came 
out to Jumrood on purpose to disburse it. I thought also, that the guns. 
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after liaving been tried and repaired, yronld not, ia time of‘need, ftiii TOd 
prove worthless j -and however sensible of the danger of the nadertaking, 

I considered I might, at a risk, succeed in getting, with a sufRcient part 
of my force, through the pass to carry help to Jellalabad, or else facilitate 
Sir Robert Sale’s retreat, agreeable to the tenor of a paragraph of my 
instructions, which enjoined me to run that risk in the event of such a 
contingency. But insufficiency of carriage, faithless allies, and worthless 
guns,' together with inexperienced troops in hill warfare, and who have 
seen no service for upwards of twenty years, every circumstance seemed 
to combine to frustrate my attempt; and I trust his Excellency will, in 
judging of my conduct, allow me the benefit of these consideration. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 

No. 164.— Licutenant-Colunel Moseley to Captain Eicart. 

Camp, Komdmr, Janmiy 26, 1842. 

Sib, —In obedience to instructions communicated in your letter, bear¬ 
ing date the 15th instant, placing me in command of the 53rd and 64th 
Ilegiments Native Infantry for secret service, I began my march at 10 
p.M. of the same day, in progress to Ali Musjid, and reached that place 
with little opposition at eight o’clock next morning.' 

As we approached Ali Musjid, and ti^iemy appeared in considerable 
numbers to the front, and on either flank, and here a few of our men 
were wounded. 

Detachments were immediately sent off to dislodge the enemy from the 
heights, a duty which was effected in good style, and without further 
casualty on our side. 

I now proceeded with the main column round the base of the isolated 
hill on which the fortress stands, in order to make myself acquainted with 
its localities. 

Ali Musjid consists of two small forts, which are connected by a weak 
and dilapidated walk The low oblong rock on which it stands is com¬ 
manded by two lulls. of considerable eminence, of which one iS to its 
south, the other to its west. 

These positions I found to be occupied by small parties of the Jezail- 
chee garrison, but I lost no time in detaching for their more secure 
retention, a complete company under an European officer, to each of 
them. 1 at the same time strengthened, with the assistance of the sappers 
and miners, tlie breastworks that had already been erected on them. 

On the morning of the 17th, the enemy appeared in strength on all 
sides of the fort, and apparently designed to .cut off our water, and to 
drive us from the two heights. 

To frustrate the first of these designs, a party was sent down to the 
side of the stream which supplied the garrison*, and assisted by some 
Jezailchees of the original garrison, whose large rifles carry-twice as fiir 
as our muskets, it succeeded in maintaining a safe communication bet¬ 
ween the water and the fort. 

* This water-guard was afterwards relieved daily. 
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MeaBtime the compwaies on the southern and the western points were 
Bctivdy engaged in repelling the attacks of the enemy, who (without 
themselves incurring much exposure) fired on our men from a distance, 
and with a precision of aim which neither the weapon, nor the skill of 
our sepoys, could equal. 

In these affairs many of Captain Mackeson’s Jezailchees behaved • 
admirably, and using, as they did, with equal aptitude, the same weapons 
employed by tlie enemy, their services were of much assistance to us on 
thd present, and on all similar occasions. 

I regret to say that Ensign Swinton, of the 53rd Regiment, was on 
that day (the 17tli) severely wounded, while heading his men in charging 
a party of the enemy from the immediate neighbourhood of the southern 
height, where this is united with a ridge of table-land. 

Other casualties also occurred on that day, as .will be seen by -the 
inclosed letters from Major Hogg.ni, commanding the 53rd Regiment, 
and the late Captain Wilson, commanding tlie 64th Regiment. 

From this date the enemy, attracted (no doubt) to the" mouth of the 
Pass, by Rrigadicr Wild’s demonstration in that quarter, gradually 
diminished in force, and we were for some days almost wholly unmo¬ 
lested, and wore busily employed in completing the defences of the fort, 
but on tlu! morning of the 23rd, they again appeared in considerable 
numbers, and we wore again engaged all day in checking them. 

The continued occupatim of tlie fortress would, however, have been 
a work of no ditHeulty, ana we might have defied the efforts of any 
number of such au enemy as were ojijiosed to us, laid we been adequately 
supplied with provisions ; but tlirough some mismanagement, only 
eighty bullock-loads, of grain had been brought up by the fear-guard 
from Juinrood, on the niglit of tlie loth, whereas I had been led to 
expect, -that three hundred would have accompanied me. 

On the morning of the 23rd, finding the remnatit of our stores to be 
only five maiinds of atta for the subsistence of 2,500 men ; men who 
hud already been five or six days on Iialf rations, and who hud been expos¬ 
ed fot. eight days witliout bedding, and without tents, to an inclement 
climate, and who were daily thronging into hospital, I reluctantly obeyed 
an inevitable necessity, and arranged for evacuating the post and cutting 
niy way to Jumrood. 

The' importance of retaining possession of the post of Ali Musjid was, 
however, so strongly impressed upon me by Captain Mackeson, the Politi¬ 
cal Agent, that when about this time my detachment staff) Brevet-Captain 
Thomas, gallantly came forward and volunteered to hold it (with only 
four or five days’ scanty provision) with 150 of the original Jessailchee 
garrison, I felt it my duty not to oppose the proposition, dangerous as 
the experimaiit doubtless would have been, and on the night of the 23rd, 
arrangements were completed by the Political Agent for making over the 
command of tlie higher and smJiller of the two forts to ■ Captain Thomas. 

But on the morning of the 24th, Captain Mackeson represented to me 
tliat his Jezailchees had changed their minds, and had resolved not to 
remain, after the departure of the two regiments under ray command. 

The e'vacuation of the fortress had now become inevitable, and the. 
collective force marched on the morning of the 24tli, about day-break. ■ 

Our return was .accomplished in the face of a wary and active foe, 
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Tvliose numbers always considerable, ware invariably found to bo great^ 
above the narrower and more difficult defiles. 

Among the precipitous heights that skirt the Shadee Buguar and Kafir 
Jungee Passes, they were esiiecially numerous, and here, in spite of our 
best exertions in crowning the heights, and checking their attacks on the 
near-guard, they directed against us from beneath the shelter of their 
steep and scarcely perceptible “ sungahs,” a galling fire, which inflicted 
on us a, heavy loss in killed and wounded. 

It was here that able and gallant officer, Captain Alexander Wilson, 
fell at the head of the 64th Regiment. ■■ 

About this time, findipg that the cattle, from having been almost 
starved during the preceding six days, were too feeble to carry their 
burdens, I sent orders to Lieutenant Corsar, the officer commanding the 
rear-guard, to relinquish all sucli cattle as had a tendency to delay his 
movements, and to come up and join the main body. Tliis he accordingly 
did, and after four hours’ hard fighting we succeeded in reaching 
Jumrood. 

I have deejdy to deplore the numerous casualties that have befallen the 
detachment under my command, although it is some satisfaction'to know, 
that the loss on the part of the enemy was likewise considerable. 

Inclosed is a copy oli my order on the occasion, in wliicb are enume¬ 
rated the names of those officers who ])articularly attracted my attention 
during the engagement. I also inclose a list ^f killed and wounded. 

Finally, I cannot abstain from an expression of my regret, I should 
have been unaccompanied by either cavalry or guns ; a detachment of 
tlie former arm would have been most useful in cutting up the enemy 
between Ali Musjid and the Kafir Jungee Pass, where the baggage was 
chiefly |ilundered, and where tlie gi’ound was good for cavalry to act 
U}x>n. 

I Lave, &c., 

G. W. MosEUEr. 


No. 165 .—General Sir Jasper Nicolh to the Gooernor-Gcneral 
of India in ^Council. • 

Camp, Sirhind, Jamnry 13, 1842. 

My Lord, —At a late hour yesterday, 1 had the honor to receive the 
dispatch of your Lordship in Council, of the 21st instant. 

2. To enable me to form, and hold in readiness, anotlier brigade to 
move across the Punjab, I ordered Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, by ex¬ 
press, to move to Kurnaul, where further orders will await the corps. 
There will be little delay, as their marching establishment was-retained. 

3. When the 3rd Dragoons and 31st arrive at Ferozepore, I shall 
have ample means of forming such a force as your orders, now ackqow- 
teSgM, prescribe ; leaving at that station as many troops as present 

^ aircuinstances seem to require, viz. :— 

Artillery—A troop, a, company and a half, the field-battery of the 
^former drawn by camels. • 

■ Cavalry—Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons, 1st Light Cavalry. 

. Infwitry—Her Majesty’s 31st Foot, Cth, 19th, 33rd, 55th Regiments 
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of Native Infantry, 1st Light Infantry battalion, 244 recruits of Her 
Majesty’s 13th and 44th Regiments. 

4. From these corps I shall be able to select the most serviceable, but 
as your Lordship does not order their advance^ I presume that I am 
expected to exercise my judgment as to the necessity of increasing the 
force at Peshawur, either in view to the security of Sir Robert Sale’s 
force, or of the Sikh territory, west of the Indus. 

5. We yesterday received accounts of Lieutenant-Colonel Moselfiy’s 
retreat from Ali Mu’sjid with the 53rd and G4th Regiments, in which 
some loss was sustained ; but the official report has not been received. 
Of course the difficulty of forcing the Khyber Pass, especially with such 
a convoy as could sujjply Jellalabad for a month, is greatly increased. 

6. Major-General Pollock will, I bebeve, reach Attock about the 
2nd of February, and will, I trust, be in possession of intelligence, by 
which beueliciiilly and safely to guide his ulterior proceedings. 

I have, &c., 

J. NiColls. 


No. 166.— General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor-General of 
India in Cmne.il, 

February 1, 1842. 

My -Loud, —In order to "keep Major-General Pollock informed of your 
Lordship’s views and orders, I have transmitted to him an extract from 
the official letter from Government of tlie 21st ultimo. 

2. I have added thereto the following paragraph, which I trust your 
Lordship, will approve :— 

“ You may deem it perfectly certain that Government will not do more 
than detach this brigade, .and this in view to support Major-Genend Sale 
either at Jellalabad for a few weeks, or to aid his retreat ; very probably 
also to strengthen the Sikhs at Peshawur for some time. It is not 
intended to colhict a force for the roconquest of Cabool. 

“ You will convey the preceding j);»ragra])h, if you safely can, to the 
M;ijor-General.” 

3. I am not at all anxious to weaken the Nepanl frontier, by calling 
up the 2nd European Regiment. On the contrary, as soon as the 31st 
Foot Was directed to march to Kurnaul, I ordered Her Majesty’s 3rd 
Foot to be moved by an easy march, two halts in each week, via Delhi, 
to Cawnpore,, there to incorporate a large body of recruits, and to benefit 
by change of air and scene, which they still require. 

4. By this arrangement the barracks at Kurnaul and Meerut will 
accoingiodate the infantry which it may be practicable to withdraw in 
March and April from the westward. The Buffs wdlld probably have 
suffered much had they marched so late in the season. 

5. Your Lordship’s orders for raising a corps of light cavalry shall be 
^followed up, without the k-ast delay, when received. 

5. Mr. Clerk has been with us since his return from Saharunpore. 

I have, Dec., 

J. Nicolls. 
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No. 1C7.— TJie Guvcrm/^meraJ of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Fort William, Febrmry 12, 1842. 

Sir, —In reply to your Excellency’s dispatch of the 1st instant, we 
beg to apprise your Excellency that, considering it most expedient that 
the complement of European regiments in the north-western provinces 
shall be fully kept up, wc have judged it necessary to issue orders, 
through the Military Department, for the immediate march of the 2nd 
European Regiment from Gazeepore to Meerut, or such other station 
as your Excellency may direct in those provinces. Your Excellency is 
aware that the return of Her Ma,iesly’s 50th Regiment, from Moulrncin, 
may shortly be expected, and that while wc gather from the reports of 
the Resident at ?s’epaul no jirospect of hostility on the part of the Goor- 
khas, the approaching season when malaria prevails in the Terai may 
remove all apprehension of any immediate danger from that quarter. 

2. We are of opinion that temporary barracks should be constructed 
without delay, under j'our Excellency’s orders, at Loodiaiuih, Feroznpore, 
or some other situation near the Sutlej, for the accommodation of 
European troojis, unless your Excellency should from the communications 
of Mr. Clerk, sec reason to believe that Major-General Pollock’s force 
will not fall back this season on our own frontier, under the instructions 
which we issued on the 10th instant. 

Wc have, &c., 

Auckland, W.W. Bird, W. Casicment, & H.T. PitiNsur. 

No. 168.— Mr. Maddoch to the Military Hoard. 

Fort William, February 14, 1842. 

Gentlemen, —The Governor-General in Council having received in¬ 
formation that guns intended for the Cabool magazine were jdaced under 
convoy of the brigade which marched from the Sutledge towards Pesha- 
wur, on the 4th ultimo, and sent forward without any supply of ammu¬ 
nition, desires me to request from your Board, at the earliest possible date, 
full details and explanation on the subject. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 169.— The Military Board, to the Gorernor-General of India. 

in Council. 

Ordnance department. 

Fort William, February 15, 1842. 

My Lord, —We do ourselves the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Mr. Maddock’s letter of the 14th instant, and in rejJj’, to mention that 
the guns, therein alluded to, formed part of a consignment of ordnance 
stores sent by order of Government, as conveyed in Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stuart’s letter of the 31st of March, 1841, from the Delhi magazine to 
that of Cabool, to complete the proportion of stores assigned to the 
Cabool magazine. 



171 


2. It, will be evident to your Lordship that such consignments are 
necessarily made uj) of unconnected fragments, which would, on reaching 
the destination, be most valuable ; but while separate from the depfit of 
wluch they are intended to form a part, most, from the very nature of 
the consignment, be useless for immediate service. 

3. Military authorities would, in fact, be more warranted in expec^ting 
that a fleet of store-boats proceeding from the Presidency to Allahabad, 
should at once be convertible into a serviceable siege ecp.ipment, than 
in exi)ecting that guns or carriages, proceeding under convoy from F<‘roze- 
pore to Cabool, shoidd at once be available for fleld service. 

4. ’Under such circumstances, the stores referred to might, doubtless, 
be turned to good account by a little previous arrangement ; and, in 
this particular instance, we are fully satisfied that the Commissary of 
Ordnance at Delhi or at Ferozepore would, if so ordered, have very 
speedily arranged for the dispatch of any neces.sary <[uantity of ammuni¬ 
tion ; but we trust that your Lordship in Council will perceive that 
instructions to this effect (lould not ha\e emanated from us, ignorant, as 
we necessarily were, of there being any intention of so employing them. 

5. We may, moreover, state that, although the gun.s above referred to 
w(To necessarily incomplete as regards limbers, ammunition-waggons, and 
stores of every description, there were, at the time of tlicir quitting 
Ferozepore, four spare 9-poundors and two spare fi-pounder guns com¬ 
pletely eejuipped in every respect, and available for immediate service in 
llie depot at that station. 


No. 170.— Captain Afarhcsim to Mr. MadJock. 

FulUjghur., JavMury 27, 1842. 

SiH,—I have the honor to report to you, for the information of the 
Right Honorable tlie Governor-General in Council, the events that have 
occurred on this frontier since tlie arrival here of the force under Briga¬ 
dier Wild’s command. 

2. Had this force been sent up in an eflicient state as to ammunition 
and carriage, and witli cavalry and artillery, it might, at the time of its 
arrival here, have advanced through the Khybcu Pass to the su|)])ort of 
JMajor-Geiusral Sale’s force at Jellalabad. 'fhe Afrcedee tribes had not, 
up to that time, heard of our tro()|)s having evacuated Cabool ; and they 
Would have allowed Brigadier Wild’s force to pass through Khyber 
unmolesteal for a sum of money ; neither had they at the time organized 
any oj)position, for they had no hope of seeing any leader from the existing 
Government of Cabool appear in the plains of Ningrahar, and such was 
th<! eagerness of our Sepoys to meet the enemy at tliat time, that we 
could have forced our way through, if necessary, v^Llittlo loss. Unfor¬ 
tunately, days and weeks elapsed in making arrangWRits for our carriage, 
and in obtaining from the Sikhs the loan of artillery, whose inettjcieucy 
lias been a main cause of our subsequent disaster, while the delay at 
Peshawur, as it threw our Sepoys into close intercourse with the mutinous 
and disaffected Sikh troops, destroyed their confidemte in themselves, aud 
imbued them for a time with a spirit of insubordination. 

3. I lUicd not here advert to General Sale’s frequent aud pressing 
re<iuisitions on Brigadier Wild to aj'pear w'ith his force under the 

2 
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vralls of Jellulabad. It was Brigadier Wild’s earnest wish to com¬ 
ply with these requisitions, provided he could make the movement 
with a chance of success ; but without cavalry and artillery, and 
without co-operation from the Sikh troops to keep open the Khyber 
Pass, the movement could not well be attempted. Every endeavour was 
made on my part to induce the Sikh authorities to co-operate, and at 
length, on the 13th instant, Genenil Avitabile and the other Sikh 
officers here pledged themselves to support oar troops, and charged them¬ 
selves with guarding Ali Musjid, and the road from Peshawar to it, 
while our troops should advance with some guns and Putan horse of the 
Sikh Government as far as Jellalabad. All that was wanting for the 
completing of tliis arrangement was a lac and 40,000 rupees to pay the 
Sikh battalions ; and, under the pressing exigencies of the occasion, I 
incurred the responsibility of advancing that sum as a loan to the Sikh 
from the British Government. Meanwhile, the delay that occurred in 
effecting the above arrangements made it more difficult to come to any 
terms with the Afreedee tribes. They had heard of Mahomed Akbar’s 
defiance of us in his brutal and treacherous murder of the Envoy and 
Minister, and they had also heard that our troops at Cabool had ceased 
to struggle with the enemy, and were preiiaring to evacuate their qu.arters 
on the faith of treaties. Tliey also knew, at the same time, that Maho¬ 
med Akbar liad no intention of keeping these treaties, as he had written 
to them and to the tribes in Jsingrahar to exterminate all the F'eringees 
in their quarter, and to let none escape or pass up or down through Khy-. 
her. The Maliks of the Afreedees put me off with promises, while the 
tribes daily made desultory attacks on our garrison at Ali Musjid. On 
the 13th the Maliks promised me a final answer in tliree days, and on the 
15th they sent me their reply, it was decisive, “that they would not 
barter their religion for gold, nor incur the odium and contempt of their 
brother Mussulmans, by allowing our troops to pass”—that I was at 
liberty to act as I pleased. In a letter to Mr. Mackeson (who held the 
fort of Ali Musjid with a Mussulman garrison of 150 men, ehielly 
Eusofzyes), dated 10th instant, they had warned him to look to his own 
safety. From that date to the lotli, Ali Musjid was subject to freejuent 
attacks from the tribes during the day, but they left the post unmolested 
at night. On the 15th instant it was attacked by .about 1,500 men, and Mr. 
Mackeson wrote to me that the interior of the fort being commanded from 
the surrounding hills, and the fire kept up on him all day being very galling, 
he did not expect, in tlie disaffected state of tlie garrison, to be able to 
hold his post twelve hours longer. 1 had also information that the tribes 
intended to attack Ali Musjid with all their force on the following day, 
and also to barricade and guard the road to Ali Musjid in several places. 

4. The objccts.jjdimh Brigadier Wild and myself had projwsed to effect 
with his force wer^Hnt, to move on to the support of General Sale, 
provided the Sikhs could be induejal to co-operate so far .as to keep the 
road open from Peshawur to Ali Musjid, and assist the garrison of irregu?‘ 
lars in keeping that post. Wc were also prcp.arcd at any time that 
General Sale should require it of us, in order to cover his retreat, to 
advance, lightly equipped, into the pass, and occupy in it the two strong 
positions of Ali Musjid and Lundikhana. A third movement which we 
were aware might be demanded of us was, an advance of part of the 



force to Ali MusjiA, should it be hotly attacked, to prevent that import¬ 
ant post falling into the hands of the enemy. Once in strong possession 
of Ali Musjid, we were available either for General Sale’s retreat, or for 
General Pollock’s advance to his support, while any objection to dividing 
the force was in a great measure obviated, owing to the short distance— 
eight miles—^frora our camp in fi^fct of Jiimrood to Ali Musjid, which 
admitted of musketry firing being heard from either detachment. 

5. On the 15th, as I have before stated, Ali Musjid was fiercely 
attacked, and the post in danger. On that day also I luid received the 
final answer of the Afreedees ; and on the same day, the Sikh auxiliary 
force, who were encamped at Jumrood, were to be paid to enable them to 
advance with us on the following morning. 1 left Peshawur at four r. m., 
and our camp at Kowalsar in the evening, and went to Futti Ghur to 
call on General Avitabile, and ask him to send one corps of the Sikh 
auxiliaries in rear of the two regiments who, it had been determined, 
should advance to Ali Musjid immediately, under cover of the niglit. 
The Sikh commJtnders were sent for, and the movement was j)roposcd to 
them, but they pleaded that their pay had not yet been entirely distri¬ 
buted, and that their men would willingly march on tlu! following 
moniing. From what I saw of the disposition of these officers, I had 
little hope of receiving any aid from tho Sikh troops ; it was, however, 
necessary to secure the post of Ali Musjid, and we stsirted with the two 
regiments, prepared, in case the Sikhs should not advance with the 
remainder of our force, to hold the post with two regiments until General 
Pollock’s arrival. Five hundred and odd bullocks, ladeu \Vith atta, ghee, 
Ac., had been sent on to Futti Ghur a day previously, and while our 
troops were advancing at night from Kowalsar to Futti Ghur, I had these 
bullocks laden and drawn up by the road-side. After tliis I separated 
350 bullocks to accompany the column, and allowed the rest to return to 
their former standing-places. When the column arrived at Futti Ghur, 
it was halted for some time to wait for ammunition. During this interval 
1 reported to the commanding-officer. Colonel Moseley, that the provision 
bullocks were all collected on tlie left of the column, and begged he 
would give orders for their being taken (diarge of by the officers com¬ 
manding the rciu: guard or some other. He gave the order to some 
mounted officer sUiiiding by to convey. After another interval of some 
minutes, and seeing that no arrangement had yet been made for placing 
tlie bullocks anywhere in tlie column, I again drew Colonel Moseley’s 
altiaition to the' subject, telling him that the guarding of the bullocks 
was of vital importance to us. He again issued some orfers about their 
being placed belwcen the column and rear guard, and I went myself to 
the rear of the column to ask for the roar guard, but could find none. 
I believe that, up to that time, it had not been fo^ed. The head iif 
the column was now advancing ; I passed up to tffi front, and on my 
see.ing the bullocks still standing togetlier apart from the eolumii, 
^^glied to the neare.st officer, Captain Leadbeater, and begged he would 
se6 that they were taken care of, as their coming with us was of vital 
importance. As far as I recollect, he ordered a paik and four to see the 
bullocks put between the column and the reiir guard. I went on the 
front. ■ The head of the column had arrived opposite the post of Shiua 
Khan Afrcedee, and it was most important that we should pass this point 
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without observatjon, but the column was Iialted there waiting for the 
rear. I then once more asked Colonel Moseley if he had satisfied himself 
that the bullocks had been put in charge in their proper place. To the 
best of my recollection he sent Captain Thomas back, or it was another 
mounted officer, to ascertain that they were coming on. 1 remained at 
the head of the advanced guard attiP'this till day dawned on us below 
Ali Musjid, as, the utmost eaiiticm was required to prevent any confusion 
in case of a rush or surprise in front. 

6. My information had led me to believe that our movement at night 
would be a complete surprise, and it was so. Our march to Ali Musjid 
was effected without loss, either of men or baggage, or useless expen¬ 
diture of ammunition ; but instead of 350 bullocks laden with supplies, 
with those in the garrison, would have enabled us to hold out a month, 
the officer in command of the rear guard brought up with him to Ali 
Musjid between fifty and sixty bullocks ouly. This unfortunate oversight 
entirely defeated our plans. We were but little molested at Ali Musjid ; 
we remained tliere eight days on lialf I'.itions until Our supplies were 
quite exhausted ; we had not more than for one day at quarter rations 
when we left the post. 

7. The Sikh regiments, who were to have co-operated and accom¬ 
panied the remainder of Brigadier Wild’s fonui, mutinied on the night of 
the 16th. Brigadier Wild made an attempt to join us with the remain¬ 
der of the force without the Sikhs, but met with a reverse in the at¬ 
tempt, owing, in a great measure, to the breaking down of the Sikh guns 
at the outset. On the day he marched, we were under arms at .^yi 
Musjid, prepared to move to his support ; but we had not received posi¬ 
tive information that lie intended coming, and therefore feared to risk 
uselessly the expenditure of ammunition. The wind was excessively 
high and contrary, and prevented firing being heard. On the 23rd we 
were again under arms, ready to join him and bring up supplies : but the 
positive information that he had moved to make a demonstration did not 
reach us till late in the day. We heard firing, but did not consider that 
we should be justified in moving and wasting our ammunition on an un¬ 
certainty, and when the firing was heard, it was too late for us to have 
reached the ground in time to form a junction with him. On the 25th, 
.after trying in vain to get supplies in by a bj'-road from Lalpoora and 
Tatara, we came to the determination of cutting our way out of the pass. 
We left Ali Musjid at* day-break, and our rear and front were both 
attacked before we got clear of the fort, and some loss there occurred. 
Our whole loss, including sick men cut up, has been about 40 killed, 130 
wounded, during our stay and our retreat. We were met by Colonel 
Tulloch’s force at the month of the pass. I tried every means to induce 
the garrison of Regulars to continue to hold tlu; post for five days, for 
which period there were provisions for them and an ample supply of 
water, but they refused. Captain Burt volunteered to remain w||l|||a 
party of regulars, no Sepoys would volunteer. (hi]>taiu Thomas v^K- 
teered to remain with the irregular garrison, as did Mr. Mackeson, but 
the men would not rwnain. The loss of Ali Musjid will most likely 
bring with it the loss of the post at Lalpoora, and the ejection of 
Turahaz Khan from the chiefship of tliat i)lace. It has also considerably 
increased the difiiculty of forcing the Khybcr Pass. A party of Door- 



:mee horsemen belonging to Akb^^r Khan, who wore said to be at 
Peshbulak, on hearing of our having evacuated Ali Musjid, came and 
eucami)ed below it. It would not appear that the fort itself has been 
occupied, and the Afredees are debating among themselves whether or 
not to destroy it. 

I have, &c., 

. F. Mackeson. 


No. 171.— The Governor-General of India in Council to Genend 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Fo?‘t William, Fehruary 15, 1842. 

SiE,—We have received, from Mr. Clerk and Mr. Melville, two 
express dispatches, of the 4th and 6th instant, and the letter from 
Captain Mackeson at Pesliawur, dated the 27th ultimo. 

2. We reserve any particular remarks or iiistructious on the com¬ 
munications made by Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk and Mahomed Akbar Khan, 
through Captain Mac^gregor and Major Pottinger respectively till 
we shall have received the two letters from Major Pottinger, referrc'd 
to in the postscript to Captain Maegregor’s letter of the 2oth ultimo. 
But, in the mean while, we lose no time, in continuation of our last 
dispatcli, of the same purport, in desiring your Kxcelhmcy expressly to 
instruct Major-General Pollock to direct all his (41'orts and measures to 
tlic withdrawal of Sir Robert Sale’s force from Jellalabad to Pcshawur, 
with the least possible delay, the Major-General having a full discretion, 
if he finds it proper, in aid of his own military })roceedings, to make such 
arrangements with the Khyberees, or other tribes, as may seem most 
likely to facilitate the eiisy attainment of that object. 

.3. We think that the rapid advance of the complete efficient brigade 
ordered from Ferozepore, according to our recent instructions, will be 
highly conducive to the support of Major-General Pollock in his mea¬ 
sures for recalling Sir Robert Sale’s force, or gemrally for holding a 
strong position while in front of the enemy on the .‘Vffghau frontier ; and 
we take it for granted that your Excollency will have placed that brigade 
in march, immediately on the rectiipt of our lust letter, under date the 
lOth instant. . 

W’’e have, fkc., 

Aucki.and, W'.W. BruD, W. Casement, & H.T. Phinsep. 


No. 172.— General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Gjaventor-General 
of India in Council. 

( . Loodiana, February 6, 1842. 

Mv Lord, —There is a passage in Captain Mackeson’s report to Mr. 
Maddock, dated 27th January, on which I feel it necessary to make 
some comments. It is the following :— 

“ Had this force been sent up in an efficient state with ammunition 
and carriage, and with cavalry and artillery, it might at the time of its 



arrival here haye advanced through the Khyber Pass to the support of 
Mfijor-General Sale’s force at Jellalabad.” . 

Now, my dear Lord, the reasons why the four first regiments went so 
provided as this officer describSs, are theseCaptain Mackeson to 
Captain Lawrence, 9th November. 

“ I request you will urge on the mi]||||Fy authorities at Ferozepore the 
necessity of hastening by every means m their power the dispatch of the 
brigade named for the Cabool relief.” 

. Idem. “ It is highly desirable that the brigade destined for Affghanis- 
tan should arrive here as expeditiously as possible.” 

In consequence, on the 16th November, Mr. Clerk ordered the 64th 
and 60th Native Infantry to -cross as slim as the latter was ready, and 
they did pass into the Punjab on the 18th and 20th November, tb0 is, 
in 9 and 11 days after Captain Mackeson’s requisition. He also ordered 
the 53rd from this place to Ferozepore. 

There is no mention of ammuuition, carriage, cavalry, or artillery. 
The essence of the denftind was, “IBend hither Native Infantry most 
quickly,” and it was very promptly attended to. I claim no credit here, 
for I received Mr. Clerk’s notification of the demand when two marches 
south of Futtyghur on the 22nd November, that is, two days after the 
last corps had crossed the S.utlej. 

Acting upon the foregoing. Captain'Lawrence, on the 14th, recom¬ 
mends Lieutenant-Colonel Wild to hold the 10th Cavalry in immediate 
readiness to move with the two infantry regiments, pending instructions 
from Mr. Clerk, who thus wrote to me cm the 17th : “ Your Excellency 
will have observed that I have limited the requisition which I have pre¬ 
sumed to make upon the commanding officers at Lahore and Ferozepore^, 
to the three infantry regiments which were preparing to march to Aftgha- 
nistan. I consider that this is what Captain Mackeson means in his 
urgent request for the dispatch of the brigade named for the Cabool 
relief. I therefore have not followed up the intimation made by Captain 
Lawrence to the commanding officer at Ferozepore regarding artillery 
and cavalry, by requesting that a detachment of either should move for¬ 
ward.” Mr. Clerk wished these regiments to move lightly, and directed 
eight lacs of rupees to be left, “ that nothing may retard the arrival'at 
Pesbawur of the first regiment moving up.” 

Mr. Clerk, in the same letter, I7th November, leaves the decision 
regarding cavalry and artillery to me ; all which I received at Futtyghur 
on the 24th November ; and a reference to reports and dates shows, that 
the 30th and 53rd, under Brigadier Wild’s command, crossed over on the 
26tli, (known to me 3rd December,) my timely interference was therefore 
impossible. 

Captain Lawrence writes, 14th November, to Colonel Wild : “ The 
commanding officer should not be hampered with any extra stores, or by. 
the charge of ladles, but have under his care simply the treasure, and 
such magazine stores as are deemed absolutely necessary, for siipplyifig 
the immediate wants of our troops in Affghanistan.” 

On the same day Captain Lawrence tells Mr. Clerk, “ If four guns 
can be made effective, they also shall be ready.” This alludes to the 
field-battery guns, of whieh three are now with Major-General Pollock. 

Before the 30th and 53rd had left Ferozepore, the outbreak of the 2nd 



November was known to Mr. Clerk, who, on the 22nd, rmuested Major- 
(lOneml Boyd'to prepare another brigade, of which he r^pJested Sir 11. 
Arbulhiiot to send the 9th Foot to form a j)art. 

It is an extraordinary coimidencc that, on the .same clay, the 22nd 
November, I ordered the 9tli to be inovc'd to Kurnaul, and eventually to 
Ferozepore, in order to relieve tllPlilth Light Infantry, and 1 informed 
your Lordship on the 20tli, of iny intention, thus : “ 1 propo.se that Her 
Majesty’s 9th sliould proceed with the second convoy ” 

Captain Mackesou to Mr. Clerk, IGth November. “ P.S.—-Unless 
troops arrive quickly from Ferozepore, the most di.sustroas consequences 
must follow.” 

I should first have quoted Captain MacRcsori’s letter of the loth, to 
Mr. Clerk :— 

“ The force that moves from Ferozepore should consist of two brigades, 
with one, if not two, reginumts of Europeans, and the, brigades shouhl 
follow e.ach other-a’s quickly as possible.” 

Here, again, Captain Mackesot<*s requisitiofi is confined to troops. 
Sir H. Sale, it is true, on the loth November, received at the same time, 
asks for a siege-train, but it was “ to enable them to retrieve things by 
i'.ctive operations at the conclusion of the wiutm-.” 

When Cajrlain Mackesou jaamed his jraragi-ajrh now replied to, he 
seems to me to h.ive fin-getteu tfiat then* is no magazine at Ferozeporr! ; 
and, when he expected every one to forward his views instantly, that the 
seat of Government is 1 IHn miles from Ferozepore. 1 was then 45(> 
mih-s from that place. Major-General Boyd was 204 miles distant. 
Tile Delhi magazine 281 ditto. 

Mr. Chirk was the only authority on the spot ; and he evinced great 
decision, increased Iiy promptitude. 

To return to the artillery . question, Mr. Ch-rk, on the 27th November, 
the day aften- the 30t,h and o3rd crossed the Snilej, referred tliis subject 
to Major Genm-al Boyd, stating, at tlie same time, I lielieve the Fc- 
rozojiore artillery (the field-)>at(ery) is, for want of horses, incapable of 
moving.” Thi|^ involved the troublesome di.senssion of horses and bul- 
locjis ; and (|pneral Boyil ikcrefore ordered a troop of horse artiljery to 
he prepared. 

1 received those iiotificatious on the- Jst December and subsequent 
days ; and, considering that the dispatch of liorse. artillery with infantry, 
was only to obtain horse draft, I directed tlic substitution of three guns 
op (he field-battery. The great utility of artillery iu the pass we have 
yet to learn, and as an artilleiy officer. General Bollock will, probably, 
attach the full weight to that arm. To nio it seems, that a guu unlim¬ 
bered and fired two or three times at an enemy peretied on the side of an 
adjoining mountain, within musket range, would run a great cliance of 
being dismounted or overturned, or its carriage inucb shaken, by its own 
recoil, and that, whilst thus delayed, two or three men and a liorso or two 
would he struck, thus adding ti> the delay of the column under fire. 

As to cavalry, they can make no return at all, exe(;pt upon open spaces. 

The only mode of clearing the Khyber Pass ajvpears to he by liaviiig 
bodies of well-armed, active, and daring troops acting as light infantry, 
on either Imnd, under whose protection the Jiiain body may pass. It was 
thus that Sir 11. Sale effected the passage of the Kiioord Cabool, the Huft 
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Kothul, the Sul^bund, the Puri-darra, and the Jngdullnck Passes ; aad, 
though artiller*accompanied his advance-guard, he lays no great stress 
upon th<^ services*, except that they were useful in reaching the Jezail- 
chees, v^ose arms carried so much further than our muskets ; and upon 
the last occasion they took the eiiem'^ breast-works and defences in 
reverse. ^ 

I shall not weary your Lordship with further remarks ; the hurried 
manner in which Captain Maekeson made his requisitions has been the 
chief cause that the supplies and stores of all kinds were not more ample. 
There was no time given even to consider what might make the reinforce¬ 
ment more complete, far less to draw the ammunition and stores from 
Delhi. 

Your Lordship will remember that it was for many days doubted by 
Government whether the 2ud Brigade (Her Majesty’s 9th and the 26th 
Native Infantry) should be sent forward or not ; and that its advance 
was only ordered when Akbar Khan’s having joined the rebels, and the 
action of the 23rd November at Cabool, were reported. 

I beg that your Ia>rdship will be pleased to permit this letter to be 
attached to Captain Mackeson’s niport of the 27th ultimo. 

I shall address Major-General Pollock upon the subject of the bullock 
loads of supplies left behind upon the advance of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Moseley’s detachment. 

I liave, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

No. 173.— BrujmUi-r JSiit/laiid, commamliiiff in Sinde, to Mr. 

Maddocit. 

Head-Quarters, Sinde Farce, 
Camp, near Dudur, January 29, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 6th instant 
inclosing an extract from a resolution of the Government ^ India in the 
Secret Department of the .same date, and I beg to as|ure the Riglit 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council that I shall pay implicit 
attention to the paragraphs which relate to the conduct of Military jiro- 
ceedings in Upper Sinde. 

2. As the shortest means of explaining our military position here, 1 beg 
to inclose a statement which will show the present distribution of the 
force in this part of the country, and I do not see, in the uncertainty 
which prevails of the point at which insurrection may first show itself 
that it can be improved, for our numbers will not now admit of a large 
appui any where, at the same time it will be seen that the force can be 
easily collected, in any direction which may suddenly demand its display. 
Our magazines at this place, and at Sukkur, are plentiful, and I am happy 
to say that there is an abundance of provision at Quetta, even sufficient 
to supply the troops at Candahar, if they were, by any emergency, forced 
to retire in this directioji. . 

* Sale’s artillery was drawn by yabhoos, which are greatly preferred to our horses 
fur services there. 



179 


3. I have no doubt but that Major Outram, Political Agent for this 
country, will have informed Lord Auckland of the strong reasons we 
have to suppose that there has been an action with the insiu’gents near 
Candahar, and that the loss sustained by the enemy on that occasion has 
probably prevented their meditated descent upon Quetta, and I beg you 
will assure his Lordship that my knowledge of the constant communica¬ 
tions made by Major Outram from hence has alone prevented my 
troubling his Lordship or the Government with reports, which would 
probably contain mere repetitions of the information conveyed by the 
Political Department. Regarding Quetta, however, every military defen¬ 
sive precaution has been adopted, aud, although the cantonment is 
unconnected, and unfortunately placed, its locality offering no good 
position, I cannot but contemplate that the best results will follow any 
eilbrts which the enemy may make in tliat quarter. 

4. As soon as the 12th and loth Regiments Bombay Native Itifantry 
reach Upper Siiide, I propose to occupy Bagh and to strengthen Shikar- 
pore, and if matters rendered such a step expedient, aud that, with a due 
consideration for the safety of our rear, prudence would sanction it, I 
should not hesitate to .ascend the Bolan Pass with a reinforcement, even 
now if also such a step was dictated by the state of affairs generally ; at 
this moment, however, I do not view such a movement as essential or 
beneficial, for although the autliorities at Candahar evidently regard some 
diversion from hence as higiily desirable, yet it must not be forgotten 
that we have a large extent of doubtful country to watch, leaving a very 
small body disposable to march out of it. Tins season, I may remark, 
appears to be one of unusual severity. 

o. 1 request to draw the early attention of the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General to the ex[)ediency which will exist of a total ch<ange in 
(he distribution of tlm troo[)s in the middle of March, owing to the altera¬ 
tion of the climiife of this country at that i)cri<)d, when all the European 
troops should be placed above tlie passes if the Government adopts a for¬ 
ward movement, or in the other case fall back to the line of the Indus. 
Timely preparations for cither of these movements should be made 
accordingly, and it is not necessary that 1 sliould explain the variety of 
arrangements helongiiig to such operations in a denuded country such as 
this, or the advantage in point of economy of my obtaining the earliest 
practicable detusioii thereuju)!!. 

6. lu tlie first-named instance I would propose to place all the Euro¬ 
pean and all other troops wliicli could at that season be ssifely extracted 
from Cutchee and Upper Sinde in the country adjacent to Quetta, but if 
wc fall back it will be expedient to send the Eimjpeans to Curachee for 
the hot season, and to concentrate the remainder of the force at Shikar- 
pore and Sukkur. In the event, however, of a strong emergency exist¬ 
ing for the detention of the European troops at Sukkur during summer, 
it might he pnictleable to obtain some cover for them at that place. 
Lord Auckland will have perceived from the medical statistical reports 
transmitted by me from hence, that with pre-aiTangemcnt of this kind 
tliere is no reason to conclude that Sukkur would be more fatal to Euro¬ 
pean troops than Quetta has proved to be. 

7. It is, however, quite unnecessary tliat I should at present say more 
on a (]uestioii, the decision of which can but be determined by the course 

y 2 
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of passing events and <lic political arrangenaents coiisefiuont on sneb 
events, and 1 will merely take the liberty, in eonclusion, of again assuring 
Lord Auckland that in every matter confided to my discretion relating to 
the care and management of the troops under luy command, and in the 
execution of any of the commands of Government, I shall employ my 
best ability and judgment, and act in due communication with the Politi¬ 
cal Agent with whom I am associated in this (mnntry. 

I have, &c., 

R. England, 


DklrihiUion of (lie Siiidc Field Force, 


Stations. 

e/G«a,v. j Corj^s. 

i 

1 

Sukkur . 

2 

Three (i-ponnders, 1st Grenadiers; 12tll N. 1. 
GohiiKiau/.. (not arrived;. 

Shikarpore . . 


Two ()-j)Oundcrs, Stli N. I. and the 16th N 
11. A. ]. (when it nrrive.s) ; oin 

siiuadron tird L. C. 

Oagh 


Intended to be oeeiipied b_\ 

! a wing. 

Sebee . . . . 

1 

One t>-[>outider, 21st Nil tivo Infantry. 
Goltindanz. ! 

Dadur 

i-j 

Two ()-pouuders, One troop .‘Ird L. C ; font 
(loluudauz; ioufi eonipanies 11.M. 41st Gth; 
guns, 11. A. ! N. I. 

Quetta 

2 

Two ll-pouiKlers, One eonipany If. M. 41st ; 
Enro|)eaii Foot 201 h N. I.; ‘26tb N. I.; 
Artillery. 1 and a eomiiaiiy of Euro- 

I jiean Artily. of llie lleiigtil 

1 Armv halted there when 

En route to join this 


cn route to Candahar. 

Force . . . 


Camel battery, six Four eoinpanies H. M.’s 
O-pounders. 41st, ami tile 1.6th N. I. 


Notk.— can irregular cr.valrv, divided into pnrties at each station, and a cniupaiiy 
of Madras Sappers, are stationed at Sebee and elsewhere. 

K. EsuLiND. 


No. 174.— The Governor-General of India in Comieil to the 

Secret ('omrnittee. 

Fort Williani, March 22, No. 26, 1842. 

IIoNonAiii.n Sirs,— Althoiigh the evttnts that htive occurred in 
Affghanistan since the date of our last disitatch on this subjee.t have been 
less important, and liave not been marked by circumsttinccs of great 
and hca\y (calamity, such as we Ittid thim the melancholy dtity of report¬ 
ing, we consider that if may be convenient if we refer briefly to the 
intttlligence.which we have reeeivttd from tliat ijunrter, the detailed parti¬ 
culars of which nnij' Ite gtithennl from tlie iiielosurcs of tliis dispatch, 
before we proceed to explain our present views as to the poliev to be 
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jrarsued in tliat country, and the measures which hare been adopted to 
give them eftcct. 

2. The latest accounts wliich we liave received from Cabool are con¬ 
tained in a letter of Lieutenant J. P. Conolly, dated the 24th January, 
addressed to Mr. Clerk in which that oflicer states, that although Shah 
Shooja had found himself coraijelled to appear hostile to the IJritish Go- 
verninent, and to talk of equipping an army to oppose ns at the Khyber 
Pass, he secretly assured Lieutenant Conolly of his friendly feeling 
towards us. The King had been acknowledged by Nawab Zeman Khan, 
and the rebel chiefs, on the payment <d' two lae-s of rupees to tlie 
Nawab, and Araeenoollah Klian, of whom the former had been apjminted 
Vizier, and the latter his dejaity. Great ])raise is given in this hater to 
the conduct 'and good intentions towards the British Government of 
Zeman Khan, who is said not to have shared in the treachery of the 
otlier chiefs. Great excitement is said still to jwevail at Cabool, where 
the feeling against us continued very strong; and it is added, all will 
unite, to oppose our re-entering the country, unless our forei' is so large 
as to ])rechide the hope of successful opposition. 

3. We have no accounts direct from Ghiiznee, but it is believed, alike 
at Candahar, and at .lellalabad, and Pcsliawur, that the garrison under 
Lieutenaut-Coh>nel Palmer still holds the citadel, which is well jwovi- 
sioned, and that the towm is in the hands of the Atighans. 

4. The accounts from Jellalahad extend down to the 24th ultimo. 
C)) to that time the place had l)eeu threatened by Mahomed Akbar 
Khan, l)nt he had not been able to collect a suHieieut force to attemjtt a 
serious attack. Ills endeavours to raise the neighbouring chiefs and 
tri))es against us hud not been attended with any marked smicess, and he 
had failed in inducing the Khyber Maliks to espouse his cause, or to 
allow him to ocampy Ali Musjid in the pass. Mahomed Akbar Khan 
was, at the same time, anxious to impress upon the otHcers who are 
his prisoners at Buddeabad, as well those at Jellalahad, that he is well 
disj)ose,d to them, and whem the anny expeeded from Cabool to operate 
against that pl.ace shall arrive in t he neighbourhood he will assist them. 
'I'he ac(!ounts received from Buddeabad continue to sjieak of the prison¬ 
ers there being well treated ; and they have been alloweil to re(!eive from 
Jellalahad such supplies of clothes and other necessaries as their friends 
could send to tlumi. Captain Maegregor ha.s, how'ever, received another 
](ater from Shah Shooja, denouncing Mahomed Akl>ar, and warning that 
officer against him ; and, whatever may be the professions of that leader, 
his acts serve to show that he is actuated by a determined spirit of hosti¬ 
lity, modified only, ])erhaps, by considerations connected with the position 
of his own family in llindostan. 

5. Major-General R. Sale had, through the unwearied exertions of 
the troo[>s and camp followers, succeeded in strengthening the fortifica¬ 
tions to a degree that made him feel secure, as long as his supplies and 
ammunition lasted, against any attack that could be made against him, 
unsupported by siege artillery, but though he had provision for the troops 
enough to enable him to hold out for six weeks or two months, he was 
very scantily supplied with provender for his cattle, and had no money to 
purchase any description of supplies. This was on the 14th ultimo. On 
the 19th Sir Robert Sale reported also the deficiency of his means of 
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carriage for bringing off tlie troops, stores, and ammunition, if he should 
be compelled to evacuate Jellalabad, and attempt a retreat through the 
Kliyber. On the same day he reports the occurrence of a severe shock of 
an earthquiike, from whicli some of the bastions of the place had been 
greatly injured, and tlie parapet walls had been in many places thrown 
down. From a letter of Cuiitain Maegregor, dated two days afterwards, 
it appears that the damage caused by the eartliquake was not so s^^ious 
as has been at first supposed, and that it would bo soon repaired. 

6. Sir Robert Sah' and Captain Maegregor continued to press upon 
Major-General Pollock the expediency of advancing to their relief, and 
have been informed by that officer that, although lie is reluctant to at¬ 
tempt an advance througli the Kliyber till he shall be joined by the rein¬ 
forcements which are on their way to him from India, if, after a full con¬ 
sideration of the objections wliiidi he has explained to m.'iking such a 
move, Sir Robert Sale feels compelled to call uiioii him to advance, he 
will feci it his diify to comply witli tlieir requisition. 

7. Tlie Maliks of the-AiVeedees, and otlier Kliybor tribes, being dis¬ 
satisfied with the terms otFered to liiem by Jlahoiued Akbar Ivhsin, have 
been negotiating with Geneval Pollock tlirmigli Captain Maekeson, and 
hopes are entertaimsl that they may yet be iirevailed upon to allow us 
the undisturlicd passage of the Kbyber. 

8. I'lie troojjs of Rrigadier Wild’s Rrigade liavo suil'ered severely 
from sickness, there being at one time upwards of l,8t)0 men in ho.spital. 
The disease, however, was not of a dangerous type, and, by the last 
accounts, the uuniber of sick had jjiimiiiished to 8()8. 

9. The insurgents in the iieighboiifliood of Candaliar, under Atta 
Mahomed and Prince Softer Jung, having ajiproaelicd to within eight 
miles of that place, Major-General iSott determined to attack tlieiii, and 
went out for this puqmse, witli the greater jiart of his disposable force, 
on the morning of tlie J2tli Jmiiiarv. The enemy had taken u]> a .strong 
position, with a morass on tlieir front, wliiidi made tiie approatdi of our 
troops difficult, and enabled the enemy, wlio gave way almost as soon as 
our guns could ajiproaeli near enough to open upon tlicm, to effect their 
retreat with conqiaratively trifling loss, and our force in cavalry w.as too 
small to enable tlie General to act witli great effect on (heir line of 
retreat. The Jaiibaz, and other cavalry of Shah SlKioja, had previonslv 
deserted in great imiribers, which is one cause of the General’s weakness 
in this arm. General Notl had subsequently resolved to march out again 
to attack the eiieiiiy, but the severity of the weather laid, up to the last 
accounts from Candaliar, rendered such a measure impracl.ieable. The 
General and the Poli( ical Agent anticipated a deficiency of funds in the 
Treasury in the iiiontli of March, and were considering the practica¬ 
bility of treasure being brought up by an escort from Quetta. 

10. The force at Kelat-i-Gliilzye has hitherto remained unmolested 
and is considered strong and secure. 

11. The attempts of Mohummud Sadik to rise a force in Pesheen for 
1^,contemplated attack on Quetta have proved abortive, and tliat posi¬ 
tion lias been reinforced, pud remains strong. 

12. Bragadier England, commanding the troops in Sindc, had before 
the receipt of oiu" instructions of tlie 31st January to that effect, made 
preparations for moving above the passes a portion of the force under his 
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command. He proposes to form a brigade, composed of the troops 
noted in the margin*, and expected to be able to commence his march 
about the 20th of this month. 

13. The young Khan of Kelat and his chiefs remain firm in their 
allegiance, and none of the tribes of Cutcliee, and near the Bolau Pass, 
have yet shewn symptoms of liostility consequent on the intelligence of 
our disasters at Cabool, and the combination of chiefs against us in the 
Candahiir provinces. But Major Outram docs not ap)>ear satisfied of tlie 
fidelity of the Ameers of Sinde, and apprcliciisions liavc been felt of some 
serious exhibitioua of a hostile spirit in tliat country. Brigadier England 
will, however, leave a strong force in tipper Sindec when he moves above 
tiie Bolau Pass, and the post of KuracJicc has hi'cly been reinforced by 
Her Majesty’s 22nd negimeiit of Foot ; and whatever may ))e the dis- 
p-r-ition of the Ameers, tlie force asscinhhsl at tin; two extnaiiitios of 
l!, territory is suHieient to ov{'"i!\ve Ilicm, and to .su!)diu! any partial 
■it: that may be made to cause cmi>arrassi;i<'iit. 

i i We now proceed to state the mcasan's wdiieli Isive been ado])ted 
eijiaoc:’ of our iiisiraetious oft Ik; lOtli ultimo, wlfudi we eommtnii- 
lo Viuir I iw'orabic Committee, in our dispatch of tlic 19tli ultimo. 

i ). i J is (■•'L'S'ljcocy tiict'c;!ct':nHh>r-ij!-(^hicr', on I lie receijst of our letter 
iittli ultimo. d"iei-m!it d to dispafeli, in two divisions, the troops 
noti'd in the uiargi!i|, for tlie n'inHireement of Major-tieuernl Pollock, 
'the lirst of iliese divisions wais to eomun'iu'c its march iimnediatoly, but 
it" propri N, was iiineh inqieded by the swmllen state of the Bavee. and 
it eaini'it ije exiveted to reach Poshatvar before the first or second week 
in April; ;:hcI ti.i’ '.econd division did not cross the Suthj till the 8th 
instant. 

Hi. On til P ith !ililino, w ' th nplit it proper to issue a letter of in¬ 
structions to Major-(!eneral Folhxdt, in order to ]iut that officer in pos¬ 
session of our views in certain eontiiigencics which niiglit occur. With 
respect to the aiiydication whicli had been made to Caiitaiii Maegregor by 
Sliali Shooja, for p;'em;iarv aid, we thonght that tione sliould be allitrd- 
ed, wliile We have no assurauee tiiat such aid would not be eiiqiloyed in 
iui.stilities against ourselves, while our suhjeets are detained as captives 
in his eounti'v, aud we deidared our ojiinion, that since the Shah, liow'cver 
he might have lieen ii'tlmmeed to the measure, had accepted a position 
as he.id of tlie. (lovernment at (uibool, with the direct support of those 
|)rincijiaily eoneerned hi the iittaeks on our force, the strict obligations 
of our treaty witli him must lie considered to have ceased. 

17. Though doubts might still exist whetlier Mahomed Akbar Khan 
is guilty of the crime and treachery laid to his charge, w'C discouraged all 
thought.:-; of uegoeiatiiig with liim, unles.s through some indirect channel, 
for the release of the Britisli captives in Ais hands. We retiommended to 
Major-General Pollock the greatest caution in avoiding any positive plan 

* H. M. 41st Foot; Troop of Horse Artillery, 6 0uns; Company of European 
Foot Artillery ; .Urd Bombay I.isbt Cavalry j and 2 Regiments Bombay N. 1. wjth 
about 22 lacks of rupet'S for t.'audahar. 

t 1st Itivision ; H. SI.'s Sril Dragoons.- 3rd Troop 2ild Brigade Horse Artillery ; 
1st Light Cavalry ; ;5.‘trd N. 1. a llissalali 3rd Irregular Cavalry. 2nd Division : IL 
M.’s 31st Foot; 6th N. I.; Recruits of H. M.’s 13th Light Infantry ; 3 Field Bat¬ 
tery (Juns i 3 Rissalahs 3rd Irregular Cavalry. • 




•or course of policy wliicli had not already received our sanction : and wo 
informed him that we should not consider it prudent, except for very 
special reasons, to disclose in any manner our probable eventual pur¬ 
poses with regard to Affglmnistan. 

18. Major-General Pollock was told that we should look to him tor 
as clear an exposition as possible of past facts, as they affected the 
conduct and character of all parties in Aftghanistan. We cautioned him 
as to his mode of proceeding to secure the release of the prisoners, and 
instructed him tliat if their iil)eration in exchange for Dost Mahomed 
Khan and his family should be V)vought forward, he might hold out very 
distant hopes of the possibility of such event, though he himself must 
regard it as a measure of inij)ortant state policy, to be dediberately deter¬ 
mined by Government, upon considerations attecting only the general 
well-being aral advantage of t lu' empire. 

19. We explained to the Major-General, that the present object of 
his proceedings, next to securing tlu' safe ■ivithdrawal of the force from 
Jellalabad, will Ixs tliat ol‘ watching events, and collecting tlie most 
accurate information of the state of parties for rejiort to us. For every 
matter relative to the Lahore Government and its oflieers, we assured 
General Pollock that he might always rely on the judicious advice of Mr. 
Glerk. We enjoined him to repress all disposition tti encourage among 
the Sikhs a violent tone of national and religious animosity against the 
Affghans, and lead the former to look to making eompiests from the 
latter. We directed the Major-General's particular attention to the 
condition of the garrison of Ghuznee, and told him that we could not 
relinquish the hope, that on the return of spring, efforts may be made for 
its support or relief from Candadar : but that we wouhl not, on that 
account, desist from urging tlu> Sikhs to assist us liy a demonstration on 
the side of the.Juleree Pass, for eoinmunieation with (Ailonel Palmer, and 
and if ultimately necessary, his ri'tireiuenf by that route. 

20. We nave recently judged it exjiedient to enter again upon an 
exposition of our views regarding the line of policy which it may be jiro- 
per for us to pursue in ridation to .\tfghanistan. To our dispatch of the. 
1.5th instant on this subject, addressed to his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief, we would solicit the particular attention of your Honorable 
Committee. It contains our deliberate sentiments on the present 
position of affairs in that country, and the course we should jmrsue 
towards the retrieval of our late military disgrace, and our final Avithdrawal 
of our army from Affghanistan. It points out the conditions on which 
we can sanction the continuance during the coining season of Major-Ge¬ 
neral Pollock’s force in the valley of Jellalabad, after he shall have pene¬ 
trated by force or by uegociatiou the Khyber Pass. It discourages f.he 
expectation that Major-GeneralgiNott’s force, through reinforced by tlmt 
of Brigadier England, will, in eonsequeuce of the inefficiency of its field 
equipments, be able to effect much more than the relief of the posts of 
Kelat-i-Ghilzye and of Ghuznee, and the security of its own retirement to 
the Indus. To this letter is annexed a statement showing the strength 
and distribution of the Bpitish forces beyond the Indus and the Sutlej. 

21. Major Tfawlhison has suggested the exiiedieney of a plan for 
retaining our influence in Affghanistan even after our army is withdrawn 
from*the country, which consists in the sejiaration of the Cabool and 
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Candahar divisions of Shah Shooja’s dominions, and annexing tlie latter 
division to the possessions of Shah Kamran of Herat, but we have entire¬ 
ly discouraged this proposition ; and, indeed, wo have no certain informa¬ 
tion tJiat the Shall Kamran has emancipated himself from the thraldom 
in which he was lately lield by his minister, Yar Mahomed, a decided 
enemy of the British Government. 

22. We have judged it expedient and necessary to confer on Major- 
General Nott, or otlier senior officer serving with our armies in those 
countries, the command of all the troops in Lower Affghanistan and 
Sinde, and the control of the Political officers employed in those coun¬ 
tries and we have autliorised him to take all sucli steps as he sliall deem 
necessary for the perfect equipment of his army. 

23. Mr. Clerk has announced Iiis arrival at Amritsir, whither he pro¬ 
ceeded to confer with Maharajah Shere Sing, on the state of the relations 
between the two countries, and the disposition and power of the Maha¬ 
rajah to afford us useful military co-operation, and Mr. Clerk’s report, 
wlien received, will iirobably enable us to decide oh the maintenance of 
any force in the neighbourhood of Peshawur during the ensuing season, 
in case Major-General Pollock determines on not occupying the valley of 
Jellalabtid. 

24. Dost Mahomed Khan has bwn removed from Saharunpore to 
Deyra Doon, where he is securely guarded. 

25. By the inclosure No. 82 of this dispatch, your Committee will 
perceive that Mr. Clerk now entej’tains little doubt of the treachery and 
hostility of Shah Shooja, and thinks, that in eonscqueucc there are 
grounds for considering the policy of the release of Dost Mahomed, with 
our counteuance to his reei<*ery of his former powiw in Adghanistan. 

26. Having received information that the guns intended for the 
Cabool magazine, wliich liad been ))liiced under convoy of the brigade 
which marched from Ferozepore towards Peshawur on the 4th of January 
l:ist, were sent on without aimrnmition, we called on the Military Board 
to submit an early and full explanation on this suhjeet. 

27. In reply the Board stated, that the guns in question were sent in 
elxdiencc to orders of the 31st Mareli, 1841, to supply deficiencies in 
the Cabool magazine, and that consecpieutly, lliey could not have expected 
to be immediately available for field service, unless orders had been given 
to make them so, and such orders the Board remarked, could not have 
emanated from them, ignorant as they necessarily were of there being 
any intention of so employing the guns in tpiestion. The Board further 
remarked, that altliQugh the guns referred to were necessarily incomplete, 
there were at the time of their quitting Ferozepore, four spare 9-pouuders, 
and two spare 6-pounder juns completely equipped in every respect, and 
available for immediate s^ice in the dep6t at that station. 

28. We caused a copy of the above correspendence with the Military 
Board to be communicated to the, Commander-in-Chief, for his Excel¬ 
lency’s information, with reference fo the observations contained in the 
16th paragraph of our letter to your Honorable Committee of the 19tli 
idtimo (No. 16,) a copy of this paragraph havings been communicated to 
his Excellency. ■ 

We have, &c., 

EuLENBOROiian, W. W. Bmn, W. Casu-ujim', h H. T. PnmsEr. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Since the conclusion of this letter, we have received a dispatch from 
Mfyor-General Pollock, dated 6th instant, copies of wliich, and its inclo> 
sures, we transmit for your Committee’s information. • 

The Major-General is looking anxiously for the arrival of the first 
division of the reinforcement on its way from India, considering the 
presence of Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons, which forms part of that 
division, calculated to inspire confidence into tlie Sepoys. The negotia¬ 
tions with the Khyberees were in progress, but Major-General Pollock 
did not anticipate from them any beneficial results. . 

Among the inclosures of the Major-General’s letters, are a copy and 
translation of a letter from Sliali Shooja to tlie Governor-General, which 
we shall notice more fully hereafter, and copies of two letters from Major- 
General Sir Robert Sale, dated Jellalabad, March 1st, from which it will 
be seen that the desultory attacks of the force under Mahomed Akbar 
had been harmless to the garrison, that forage was still with difficulty 
procurable beyond the walls, and that there were only thirty-five days’ 
rations of meat for the European portion of the garrison, that the force 
under Mahomed Akbar was computed at 1,5(K) horse, and 500 foot, and 
that they had sufiered some loss from the fire of our guns. 

Among the inclosures of the Major-Geiieral’s dispatch, will be found 
letters from Captain Maegregor, at Jellalabad, and Lieutenant J. Conolly, 
at Cabool. 'Phe former officer advises Lieutenant Conolly to keep aloof 
iSrom all party politics &t Cabool, and to recommend to Colonel Palmer to 
hotd his post at Ghuznee as long as it is possible to do so. From Lieu¬ 
tenant Conolly’s letter it would appear, that dissension prevails among 
the chiefs at Cabool, and that the Shah was forming a party against the 
Barukzye faction, and had among his own partisans the chief conspira¬ 
tors in the late insurrection. It was generally asserted and believed at 
Cabool, tliat the Shah instigated the insurrection ; and Lieutenant 
Conolly observes,—“ I have never been able to prove the accusation, 
though I cannot but think that Ills Majesty was directly or indirectly the 
cause'of the revolution.” Accounts from Ghuznee are alluded to, from 
which it would appear that Colonel Palmer is besieged in the citadel. 

We have this day received letters from the Commander-in-Chief, and 
from Mr. Clerk, copies of which are incloscid. 

The Cotnmander-in-Chief’s letter, of the 9th instant, gives cover to a 
copy of one addressed to his Excellency by Major-General Pollock, and 
dated the 3rd instant, in which that officer alludes to circumstances of a 
painful nature, regarding the aversion evinced by some of the Native 
troops to going beyond the Khyber, that may have an influence in deter¬ 
mining the course which he will pursue. ^^ajor-General Pollock’s 
intention of waiting for his reinforcements before attempting a forward 
movement, unless pressed by Sir Robert Sale to do so, remained 
unaltered. • 

Mr. Clerk writes from Araritsir, on the 6th fostant, that he had held 
a conference with the M^arajah, regarding the mode of co-operation of 
the Sikh and British forces assembled near Peshawur. The Durbar 
urges the necessity of slow and cautious proceeding, and that General 
Pollock should wait the arrival of his reinforcements, in which case tlie 
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force under Golaub Sing will certainly co-operate, and orders to this effect 
have been addressed to Golaub Sing. Mr. Clerk had not thought it 
expedient yet to communicate to the Durbar the determination of the 
British Government to evacuate AfFghanistan. 

No. 175.— General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor-General 
of India in Council. 

Loodiana, February S, 1842. 

My Lord, —I liave the honor to ackno'^ledge the receipt yesterday 
evening of the express dispatch of the 26th ultimo from your Lordship 
in Council, and the inclosnres therein mentioned. 

2. 1 shall be fully prepared, when Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment 
reaches Ferozepore, to detach a brigade of three corps of infantry, a 
troop of artillery, and such cavalry as your Lordship may direct, before 
the end of this month. 

3. Your Lordship having warned me of the imprudence of weakening 
our force too much in this quarter, I have directed that Her Majesty’s 
3rd Foot shall proceed to Meerut, instead of Cawnpore, to be joined at 
the former by the recruits. I am confident that this will contribute 
much to the restoration of this fine corps. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

No. 176.— General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor-General 
of India in Council. 

Loodiana, February 5, 1842. 

My Lord, —On the night of the 6th instant I had the honor to receive 
your Lordship’s dispatch of the 28th ultimo, directing me to inform 
Major-General Pollock and Nott, that they were not to receive any orders 
in future from Major-General Elphinstone, even if he should be released 
from his present confinement. 

2. The communication to Msjor-General Nott was sent in triplicate, 
iu this paper, to Major Outram, and it contained the concluding part of 
the second paragraph for Ids guidance. 

3. Two days since 1 directed the Adjutant-General to transmit for 
the information of your Lordship in Council a return of tlie force at 
Candahar on the 15tli of December, which will be very nearly its present 
strength. 

4. At Mr. Clerk’s request I propose to send the Peshawur reinforce¬ 
ment in two divisions, the first of which may, I think, cross over on the 
19th or 20th instant. 

5. The senior officers will conduct tliem very well to Peshawur, I 
have no doubt, and when a junction may be effected, Colonel Dennie, of 
Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, will fall into the command of a 
brigade, which he so well deserves. 

6. I have ordered Captain Codrington, of the Quarter-raiister-Gene- 
ral’s department, to proceed with the troops oolldfcting at Ferozepore. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

z 2 
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No. 177 .—General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor-General 
of India in Council. 

Loodiana, February 8, 1S42.- 

My Lord, —Referring to the last passage of your Lordsliip in Coun¬ 
cil’s letter of the 26th ultimo, I beg to state that I think the raising the 
complement of the three Ghoorka corps, ami the llujriana local battalion, 
to the present full complement of the regular regiments of infantry, is 
strongly to l)e recommended, the former in view to their assistance in the 
plains, but more especially to*prcpare us for the possilde consetptenees of 
the late conflict between the Sikhs and Chinese upon our northern fron¬ 
tier. 

I have directed the three levies authorized by the same dispatch to be 
raised, trusting, however, to your Lordsliip’s indurgenee to remove them 
to stations nearer to Oude, if the ranks should not fill speedily. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 178 .—General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor-General of 

India in Council. 

Loodiana, Fcbnuirij 10 , 1842 . 

Mv Lord, —The rejiorts dated 2oth and 28th of January from Briga¬ 
dier Wild, wore transmitted to Lieutenaut-Coh>nel Stuart, Secretary to 
Government, by the Adjutant-Gmieral, on the 7th instant, for submission 
to your Lordship in Council. 

Supposing that copies have bc'cii made for the Political Department, 
and with r<;ference to them, 1 beg to inform your Lordship that I have 
directed Major-General Pollock to assemble a court composed of three 
field officers, if circumstances will conveniently permit, to ascertain and 
rejwrt to what caiiscs the deviation from the jdan of advance (by which 
350 bullocks laden with supplies were to accompari^he column) may be 
set down, and upon whom the blame should be laid.* I bo])e this inquiry 
may not interrupt the harmony which should prevail, and have warned 
Major-General Pollock accordingly. 

Brigadier Wild has not availed himself of the freedom from control 
with whhdi 1 invested him, but considering the urgent orders at first, and 
appeals afterwards transmitted by Sir Robert Sale, a||d tlie opinions and 
advice of the Political Authorities at Peshawur, I am not disposed to 
censure an attempt to reinforce and retain Ali Musjid in view to an 
early advance upon Jellalabad. 

I am now aj>prohcnsive that that part of my instructions which recom¬ 
mended the establishment of two posts within the pass, and the employ¬ 
ment of one native regiment for that purpose, is wholly impracticable ; 
and further that Sikh co-operation for that object will not be afforded. 

I regret exceedingly the loss of officers and heavy loss of men experi¬ 
enced in these nine day? ; cattle, ammunition, and baggage have also 
been abandoned most iintowardly, for the thirst for plunder on the part 
of the Kbyberees will inevitably increase from such successes. 
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Major-General Pollock was passing his guns over at Attock on the Srd 
instant, and proposed to precede tlie brigade, as soon as it had passed the 
corps encamped near the road, under the command of Rajah Golab 
Singh. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls, 


No.. 179 .—General Sir Jasper Nicolls to tlie Governor-General of 

India in Council. 

Loodiam, February 12, 1842. 

My Loud, —I have the honor to acknowledge tlie receipt, this morning 
of dispatch No. 227, of the 2ud instant, referring to your Lordship’s 
former orders, and repeating tliein. 

2. My letters of the 31st January, dtli and 8th Instant, will have fully 
assured your Lordship in Council of the arrangements now in progress to 
comply with these orders. 

3. Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons will arrive at Ferozepore on the 17th 
instant. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 180.— The Governor-General of Imlia in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Fort William, February 24, 1842. 

Sir, —We transmit herewith, for your Excellency’s information, a copy 
of the instructions this day addressed to Major-General Pollock ; and as 
we may have to retain Ibr an indefinite period a large force in the Pun¬ 
jab, we rely upon your Excellency’s exercising a close and constant vigi¬ 
lance, and issuing such injjmctions to all the subordinate authorities on 
whom your measures may depend, that this force wants for nothing, 
whether in the strength of its artillery, and the ammunitions of war, or in 
what regards the efticient direction of all its parts, or its health, its com¬ 
fort, its shelter, and its supplies. • 

2. We avail ourselves of this opportunity to acknowledge the receijit 
of your Excellency’s letters to the 31st January, 5th Februiiry, 8th (two), 
IQth, 11th, and 12th February. These do not generally require any 
presefit notice from us ; but with respect to the succession of Co¬ 
lonel Dennie to the command of a brigade, we would express our siitis- 
faction at his promotion, as we have a high opinion of him as an able 
officer ; but as circumstances may for some time preclude him from 
assuming this command, we would suggest to your Excellency the expe¬ 
diency of a provisional arrangement, by the nomination of an officer who 
may be deserving of confidence, for the purpose. 

We have, &c., 

Auckland, W.W. Bird, W. Casement, II. T. J*KiNSEr. 
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No. 181.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Polhck. 

Fort William, Fehrmry 2i, 1842. 

Sin,—The great uncertainty which must attend all speculations formed 
at a distance from the scene of action on the probable course of events, 
military and political, with which you will have to deal, precludes the 
possibility of Government providing, by previous precise instructions, for 
many contingencies wiiich may arise in your intercourse with parties 
within Affghanistan. The consideration of many important points may 
well be drferred till tliey come before Government with such illustration 
and suggestions as you, and the political officers acting in concert and 
under you, may see reason to submit. There are others on which it 
would be satisfactory to yon to be in possession of the general sentiments 
of Government as to the principles on which it would act, even though it 
may not be easy to lay down very precise rules for your guidance, and it is 
to provide yon with such general instructions that I am now directed to 
address you. 

2. The Governor-General in Council has for some days, in order that 
he might be enabled to prepare these instructions with gresiter certainty, 
await^ the receipt of the two despatches from Major Pottinger, the 
transmission of which was announced in Captain Macgregor’s letter of 
the 24th of January, but these papers have not been received, and his 
Lordship in Council does not deem it proper to admit of further delay in 
communicating his views to you. 

3. You will of course have been put in possession of the correspon¬ 
dence which has passed between Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk, and Captain 
Macgregor, and which was communicated to Government by ttaptain 
Mackeson in his letter to my address of the 27th*ultimo. Caj)tain Mac- 
gregor has promised to reply to the .Shah’s application for pecuniary aid 
as soon as he may have received the orders of Government on the 
subject. 

4. On this point you will instruct Captain Macgregor to reply to the 
application, that the British Government, while it is yet disposed to wish 
well to the Shah personally, can afford no pecuniary aid to him, when 
there is no assurance that such aid would not be employed in hostilities 
against ourselves, and when our subjects arc detained as captives in his 
country. 

5. As to the past and present conduct of Shah Shooja, and as to our 
future relations with him, the Governor-General in Council is not in 
possession of sufficient facts to enable him now to decide, though he 
liolds it to be clear, that having accepted a position as head of the 
Government at Cabool, with the direct support and assistance of the 
parties principally concerned in the attacks on the British force, the strict 
obligations of the treaty by which the British Government was connected 
with the Shah, must be considered to have ceased. 

6. It appears probable that overtures may also be made to you by 
Mahomed Akbar Khan, in which case you will bear in mind that this 
person is the reputed murderer of Sir William Macnaghten, and a promi¬ 
nent member of the league against the British ascendency. Doubts have 
indeed bee» raised of the fact of Mahomed Akbar having assassinated 
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the Envoy, and till his Lordship in Council can learn more of the facts 
of the case, he can form no final judgment on that head. 

7. But whatever doubts may exist on that point, it is believed that 
there can be none of Mahomed Klian’s having pursued a course of contin¬ 
ued treachery, and the prosecution of measures which had for their 
object the destruction of our troops and the captivity of our officers, 
whose lives have probably only been saved in order to afford him an 
advantage in ■ his future negociations with us : and the whole of his 
conduct is thought to have been such as to discourage you by all means 
from entering into any negotiation with him if it can be avoided. 

8. Respecting the past conduct both of Shah Shooja and MahonuHl 
Akbar Khan, and the objects and proceedings of all parties principally 
concerned in the late transactions, you will turn your immediate attention 
to the necessity of obtaining a clear view of facts, not more for your own 
immediate guidance than for the information of Government. Yon may 
be compelled by circumstances to act on some points on your own judg¬ 
ment, without waiting for instructions. In such case you will be careful 
not to commit your Government to any positive course or plan of policy, 
on which its sentiments, have not been communicated to you. 

9. You are aware that the Governor-General in Council does not 
contemplate any great effort iu the present season for tlic re-occupation 
of Aff^hanistan. It is for you to consider how far it may be prudent to 
allow a resolution to this effect to become more generally known. It may 
be of importance, with a view to tlu; objects which we should seek to 
attiiiu, that our policy iu this resjiect should be kept most secret. On 
the other hand, the knowledge tlmt we do not propose to return as 
principals to Afighanistan, might disarm some of the opposition which 
would otherwise be made to those objects. His I,a)rdship in Council 
woidd lean to the opinion tlmt it may not be prudent at present to 
disclose in any meffincr our probable eventual purposes; but tlus is a 
matter for the exercise of your judgment. 

10. You will sonsider it one of the first objects of your solicitude to 
procure the release of British officers and-soldiers, and their families and 
private servants and followers, who are held in c.aptivity, and their deli¬ 
very to you or to other British officers, at I'eshawur, or other certain 
place of safety. The means of effecting this object must Im left a good 
deal to your own discretion ; your efforts will be cordially seconded by 
Mr. Clerk, and all other British functionaries, and your success may 
probably be best secured rather by reserve and delay than by aj>pareut 
eagerness and ready expenditure, as any such eagerness would be likely 
to increase the difficulty, by encouraging extravagance in the demands of 
those who hold these unfortunate persons in confinement. 

11. Mr. Clerk will be instructed to state to you without delay, his 
view as to the most proper and i)rudent means for pursuing this end, 
and you are authorised at once to give effect to the recommendations 
which he may offer to you, if they should meet with your concurrence. 
It appears to his Lordship in Council that arrangements for the purpose 
would most expediently be made, not through your direct official agency, 
but through private channels, such as Hindoo bankers and merchants, 
and other classes among the Affghans ; and that all consideration for the 
release of any parties should be given only after these parties had been 
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brouglit in security to British posts at Peshawar, or elsewhere on this 
side of the mountains. 

12. His Lordship in Council is aware of the likelihood of private 
agency and pecuniary means being applied directly or indirectly to this 
end for the release of particular individuals. Mr. Clerk and yourselfj 
and the officers subordinate to you, will do well to watch such proceedings 
with care, so as to farther them with judgment, and without augmenting 
the difficulty of procuring a general release of the prisoners, by the 
natural anxiety of parties to obtain the enlargement of their own friends 
by expending very large sums for that purpose. 

13. Tiie release of the widow of the late Envoy will be an object of 
prominent care and interest, though his Lordship in Council must look 
rafSer to the ultimate possibility of some general arrangement, than 
to any partial release of individuals ; and with respect to tlie rescue 
of the prisoners generally, the discouragement to negotiation with Maho¬ 
med Akbar Khan might be so far modified as to admit of some compe¬ 
tent officer treating with him, or with an agent on his part, for their 
delivery, if this can be effected without stipulation for tlie surrender 
of Dost Mahomed Khan ; for that, you must be (jware, is a proposition 
which you could not entertain as a part of a scheme for the exchange 
©f persons held in detention, though if the state of things should appear 
to justify and require it, you would be authorised to speak of his release 
as an event which, under various contingencies of circumstances, might 
not be altogether impossible. Such a me-asure must be regarded as one 
of important state iJolicy, and to be deliberately determined by the 
Government upon considerations affecting duly the general well-being and 
advantage of the empire. 

14. On the whole', you will understand that the great present object 
of your proceedings in Peshawur, is beyond the safe withdrawal of the 
force at Jellalabad, that of watching evcmt.s, of ketping up such communi¬ 
cations as may be admissible with the several parties who may acquire 
power in the northern portion of Affghanistaii, of committing yourself 
permanently with none of these parties, but also of declaring positively 
against none of them, wliilc you are collecting the most accurate informa¬ 
tion of their relative strength and purposes for report to the Government, 
and pursuing the measures which you may find in your power, for 
procurins the safe return of our troops and people detained beyond the 
Khyber Pass. 

15. In your intercourse with Rajah Golab Sing, and other Sikh 
officers at Peshawur, you should on all occasions observe a tone as conci¬ 
liatory as possible, giving to them the consideration due to their rank 
and independent authority ; but you will not require or roly upon the aid 
of the Sikhs, excepting on occasions when you may deem them perfectly 
trust-worthy, and for purposes towards the accomplishment of wliich you 
may consider such aid essential. Oi» this head, as on all points connected 
with parties and proceedings within the Lahore dominions, you may 
always rely on the judicious advice of Mr. Clerk. 

16. You will be particularly cautions to avoid, and yet more to 
repress in otiiers, any indication which may lead to the adoption of a 
violent tone of national and religious animosity against the Aflghans, such 
as in some of the correspondence of Captain Mackesou, his Lordship in 



Coaucil has seen with regret to have i>eeii very injudiciously adopted ; 
and with reference to allusions which have been made to the transfer of 
Jcllalabad to the Sikhs. I 'am desired to infonh you that the British 
Government could not be parties, actively co-operating in that measure. 
Such a scheme would be of doubtful expediency, even if we withdraw 
our own force from Pcshawur, and his Lordship in Council apprehends 
(hat none of the Sikh leaders would be found in any haste to adopt it. 
.Sliould we withc^w from Pcshawur, his Lordship in Council would not, 
however, interfeW in any way to prevent the Sikh Government from 
IVdlowing the course which it might think the best for itself in the main¬ 
tenance, or tlic extension, of its boundaries in that quarter. 

17. Th(! Goveriior-Goncral in Council continues to regard with very 
great atixiety the position of the British garrison of Ghuznee. He will 
not relinquish the hope that on the opening of the season efforts may 
possibly be made from Candaliar, either for the support of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Palmer and his troo])s in tlie maintenance of their post, or facili¬ 
tate tlioir retirement in that direction. But unless there should be an 
early dissolution of the confederacy of the hostile chiefs, tliis does not 
appear jwobable, and yoii should on your side omit no exertion to open 
a conmmiiicatioii with Colonel Palmer, lii this respect the Sikh Govern¬ 
ment and odieers might alibrd us, the greatest assistance, by the dtavey- 
ance of our letters tlirongh the Gahrce Pass, and even by demonstrations, 
and the advance of a body of their own troops to support the retreat of 
(.'olonel Palmer, if lie is enabled to hold out till the return of Spring, 
and resolves to attempt retiring by that route. Mr. Clerk will not have 
failed to take advantage of the return of some of the Lohanee merchants 
from Hindoostan, to open through tliom a communication with Colonel 
Palmer. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maduock. 


No. 182.— Major-General Polloek to Mr. Maddoch. 

Peshau ' ur , February 11, 1842. 

Sm,—T have the honor to ft)rward a letter from Captain Ferris, 
eommaiiding the corj)s of Jezailchees, to the address of Captain Macke- 
son, also one from the latter officer to my address. The fidelity of the 
men of this corps has been severely tried, and their devotion to the 
British interests, under very peculiar and trying circumstances, has been 
fully proved. I therefore trust that Government will sanction the 
measure which I ba^'c authorized, of granting a donation equivalent to 
oTie month’s pay, and which has been strongly recommended by Captains 
Mackeson and Ferris. 

I hop(i to derive good service from these men in going Ihrougli the 
Kliybcr Pass ; tlieir arms are on an equality with tlioso of the enemy, 
while the musket is less sure in its aim, and does not carry so far. As 
there are now only 187 men, I have authorj^ed Captain Ferris to 
entertain men who can be depended upon by the Native Commandant, to 
Complete the corps to 300 men. This is, of course, only a temporary 
arrangement, and has reference solely to the prospect of an advance 
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through the Khyber Pass. 1 shall, therefore, be glad, with reference 
thereto, to be favoured with the intentions of Government towards this 
corps. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 183 .—Captain Maehrmi to Major-General Pollock. 

Peshawur, l^ruary 9 , 1842 . 

Sin,—I have the honor to .submit for your consideration a letter to iny 
address, of this date, from Captain Ferris, relative to the disposal cf the 
detachment of Jeziiilchees remaining under his command. 

I had the honor of stating to you in conversation, a few days ago, the 
meritorious manner in which the detachments of Jczailchees, whether 
with our troops at Cabool, or with our troops at Jellalabad, or when 
escorting Captain Ferris and his party from Peshbulak into Pe.shawnr, 
had conducted themselves, and I expressed my opinion, with reference to 
them, that it would be for the interest of Government to reward . these 
men for their past services, in order to attach them to t he service, and 
induce others of the same class to serve us. Captain Ferris’s request 
that an arrears due to the detachment with him should be immediately 
paid up, and a month’s gratuity be further allowed to each grade, appears 
to me reasonable. There is no doubt, also, tliat a body of 300 Jezail- 
ckees would be of great use to our force in passing through Khyber. 

An order from you would be necessary to enable me to advance to 
Captain Ferris the sums due for arrears to his men, and the gratuity, on 
his furnishing abstracts and receipts. 

1 have, Ikc., 

F. Mackeson. 

No. 184 .—Captain Perrin to Captain Mudmon. 

February 9 , 1842 . 

SiE,—As you are acquainted with the. services in which ditferent 
detachments of the Regiment of Jezailchee.s, under my command, have 
lately been engaged, and can speak as to the manner in which these 
detachments have done their duty, I shall esteem it a favor if you will 
take the wishes of Major-General Pollock, C.R., with regard to the 
future disposal of the detachment that now remains under my command. 

2. This detaidiment consists of 1 Native Commandant, 1 Native 
Captain, 6 Jemadars, 6 Naib .lemadars, ,22 Havildars, 15 Naicks, 5 
Buglers, 5 Blieestees, 5 Ferashes, and 187 Sepoys. 1 have jezails for 280 
men, including those you have made up, and which have not yet be«;n 
issued to the regiment. 1 propose witli General Pollock’s sanction, to 
increase the detachment to’ 300 strong, with a view of making use of 
their service in advancing through Khyber. 

3. I would also suggest, with reference to the services performed by 
the detachment at present with me that all arrears due to them should be 
at once paid up, and, further, that, in order to show that their fidelity 
and services are ai»preciated by our Government, and to encourage a 
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continuance of the same devotion to our service in this class oi men, that 
a gratuity of one month’s pay should be allowed to each grade. 

4. ■ Lieutenant Lukin, my former Adjutiint, having tendered his 
resignation, and Captain Gerrard, my second in couunand, being absent 
at Jellalabad, it will be necessary, in the event of the detachment being 
increased, that an officer should be appointed under me. 

5. The men will require to be distinguished by some dress, and I 
would suggest that a brown-coloured shirt of cotton, and a skull-cap, 
should be supplied at the expense of Go^'ernlnent, the cost of which 
would probably be about 2s. per man. 

6. 1 shall also recpiini powder and lead, to make up ammunition, 
together with native pouches, and about 4000 flints. 

I have, &c., 

.1. Feruis. 


No, 185.— Major-General PuHoch lo Mr. Maddoek. 

Pes'limvitr, February 12, 1842. 

Sir, —I hoped by this date to Imve been able to report, for the infor¬ 
mation of Government, my intention of moving forward immediately, but 
unforeseen circiunstances have occurred, and whicli are likely to delay 
any active operations, tliough^ hope not long. 

I left General McCaskill’s brigade three marches on the other side of 
the Attock, in the expectation of reacdiing Peshaw'ur the following day, 
but on iny arrival at Indus, 1 found the Sikh troops encamped on the left 
biuik under Rajah Golab Sing, accompanied by the prince, and the road 
on the right bank was occupied by the four Nujeeb battalions, who had 
so shamefully retired on the occasion of Brigadier Wild’s advance. I 
was thus compelled to remain at Attock until the Sikh troops moved 
away, which was effected after many urgent messages from Captain 
Lawrence, who had joined the Sikh camp with the view of hastening 
their advance to I'eshawur. As the British troops arrived on the day 
tile Sikh troops marched, I remained with the former to liasten them 
across the Inftis. W'^e unfortunately had very heavy rain, but I crossed 
th(‘ whole and marched to Akora on the 4th. The next morning (the 
5th) 1 again left the camp, and proceeded to Peshawur with Captain 
Lawrence, who returned again to the Sikh camp on the 6th. The day 
after my arrival, I was much concerned to hear from Brigadier Wild that 
the number of sick in his brigade amounted to about 1,000 men. I 
proceeded the next morning to camp, visited all the hospitals, to endeavour 
to ascertain from the surgeons the probable cause : several were sug¬ 
gested, such as the snow water, the attah, the inclemency of the weather, 
and the effects of the late exposure at Ali Musjid. I attribute it chiefly 
to the weather at tliis season, which is cold, with constant rain. I have 
ordered a special medical committee to assemble and report' on the sub¬ 
ject, for I regret to say that the number of cases now amounts to more 
than 1,800 ; the disease, dysentery and diarrheea. It is, however, satis¬ 
factory to know that no case has been fatal, and that almost the whole of 
them are slight, and I have little doubt of the complaint disappearing 
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‘-alinosi mtlrely when the weather becomes less severe. In the meantime 
1 have requested of Captain Mackeson to endeavour to procure for all 
the men the worsted gloves and stockings which I understand from 
Captain Ponsonby were granted to the other troops arriving .here. I 
consider it the more desirable that these articles should be given to the 
men, as the late affairs in which they have been engaged, have from some 
mismanagement or want of proper arrangement after Brigadier Wild was 
wounded, proved severe ami trying. I shall visit tiie.ir hospitals frequently, 
and by adding in any way to their comforts, show that 1 feel an interest 
in tliem. There has been some unj)leasant feeling among tliem, whicli I 
hope has entirely subsided. 

The Sikh troops, under Rajah Golab Sing, have not yet arrived, and I 
fear from tlie very nniu'ccssary delay whieli lias l)cen made since I first 
met them at Altoek, that I can ex[>cct little, indeed no aid, from them ; 
it is unfortunate that it should be so, but it is belter that I should (“xp(;ct 
no aid rather than depend upon receiving it and afterw'ards be disappoint¬ 
ed. Tlie number of trooj)s which I have now fit for duly, exclusive of 
cavalry, is scarcely equal to tlu^ strength of Brigadier Wild's brigade 
before I arrived. I could iiot therefiu'c hope to iKUaiice and kceji <)j)en 
my eomimuiicatioii williPesliawur. This is ((uito eviilenl from the circum¬ 
stance of the eomnnuiieatioii being enlirely cut oil' between Ali rvfusjid 
and Feshawur, while two regiments l)e]d possession <)f tiie former pilaee, 
and the other two regiments were at the iijj.)iitli of tlu? pass. If, as 1 am 
led to expect from his Kxec^lleney the Couimaiulcr-iu-Chief, another 
brigade, including the .Sl.st Queen’s, and the ord Dragoons, is iioiv on its 
inarch to join me, I shall have no ditfienlly in advancing, for I fully ex¬ 
pect that the sickness which now exists will cease as the weather becomes 
milder. 1 have every reason to believe that with a force of about 1 (),()()() 
men (which they would he if the expected brigade joins in time), 1 should 
he able to reach Jellalahad alimsst without opposition, 'fhe chic'fs of 
Lalpoora and Ghoosta are willing to and desin)us of aiding ns, if we 
advance with a force sufficient to command respect, and tiie same uiay 
perhaps be said of the Siklis ; hut unless the force; is formid.-ihlc, and we 
are able to make onr way and keep ojien the coninuuiication, the tribes 
between tins and Jellalahad will not only not aid us, b^ will feel com¬ 
pelled to act oll'cnsivcly, to save theinseh-cs from the vrageatice of the 
Cabool authorititis wdienever we may withdraw from the c.oiintry. The 
chief of Gliof)sta has written a letter, a translation of wliiedi I inclose ; he 
has hitherto been friendly, and will no doubt continue so while we are in 
force. The late Lalpoora chief is still here, and feels fully eotilidciit of 
being able to regain his authority whenever we advance in sufficient num¬ 
bers. In the event of Sir 11. Kale requiring aid before any reinforcement 
joins me, 1 should not hesitate, to make every exertion to join him ; but 
as we are in communication, I do not exi)cct any sudden or unexpected 
caU from him : he is, by tins lust accounts, well supplied for a month. 
Ali Musjid is still in posses.sioii of the enemy. T have made particular 
inquiry about it, and as I fiud it is commanded by two hills, I anticipate 
no difficulty in retaking*it, whi(;h I propose doing whenever I advance. 

I have, &e., 

G. Pol.I.OCK. 
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No. 186.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Fort WilUam, March I, 18.12. 

Sir,— Your dispatch of the 12th ultimo, dated from Pesluiwur, has 
tliis day b(‘en received and submitted, together with iUs inclosures, to tlie 
Governor-Genend in Council. 

2. Your statement of the extent of sickness prevailing in Brigadier 
Wild’s cam)), has been perused with deep regret by liis I.ordship in 
Council, liis Lordship trusts, however, that the disease is owing U> 
the causes to which you chiefly attribute it, and entirely approves of tlie 
judicious measures ado])ted by you of directing a sp(!cial medical com¬ 
mittee to re])ort upon the subject, and indulges the ho])C you liavt- 
intimated, that tlie prevalent complaint will disappear wlien the weather 
becomes less severe. 

d. Your conduct is likewise outirelj'approved, in reiinesting Cajdaia 
Mackeson to procure for the men worsted gloves and stockings. 1 aie, 
directed to express the most anxious desire, on the part of his Lordsh'ii 
in Council, that every measure should at all ti?nes be takum for seeiiring 
tlie etliciency and cconfort of the troops, whose gallantry and perseverunce, 
under much dillicult.y, have caused their admiration, and command their 
c<mfid('.nc.e ; and this you will not fail to make known to them. 

-1. 1 am directed to impn'ss ujxm you the necessity of acting, with 

concentrated forces, and of avoiding the risk of failure from attempting 
any important oi>eration with'inade<piate means. The Governor-General 
in Council is happy to perc(!iv(t that you projtosed to act on this principle, 
and tliat you rely on the (dfect of an advance with overpowering forces 
as likely to diminish, very greatly, the opitosition which might otherwise' 
be offered to your progress ; and his Lordship in Council looks forwaird 
to thi^ junction of tlie reinforcements now on their way to join you, as 
placing you in a posture of strength w'hich would insure the success of 
your ojierations. 

5. You will bo aware of the great importance of leaving no effort 
imiried to keep open your communication with Major-General .Sir R. 
.Sale, by which that otficer may become aware of your intentions and 
movements. 

('). 1 am directed to add, that nothing in this dispatch is intimded to 

'ary the tenor of your former in.structions, as far as relates to the ulterior 
objects of your advance. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Haddock. 


No. 187.— Major-General Pollock to Li cut.-Colonel Luard, 
Military liccretary to the Comouinder-in-Chicf. 

Pcshatcitr, February 13, 1842. 

Sir,—1 have the honor to aeknowlcdgfe the receijit of your letter, 
dated 5th instant, containing copies of two-paragraphs of a dispatch from 
the Governor-General in Council. 

I have already informed his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
how desirable it is that I should be reinforced, before I attempt t ho 
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passage of the Khyber ; with the additional troops mentioned in yovir 
letter, I should expe(!t little or no opposition : if, therefore, I can 
wait for tlieir arrival, I certainly will do so, but it is of the very 
utmost importance that there should not be a day’s delay, as the Norooz 
will 1)6 in less than forty dajts, and that is tlie time at which troops may 
be expected to collect. There is also another important considera¬ 
tion with regard to Sir R. Sale’s force, which is, that they are without 
money. I have spoken to Captain Mackeson just now on this subject, 
and he (most zealous in the cause) will endeavour to cftect a remittance, 
though the chances are much against its success. 

If Sir R. Sale can hold out till 1 reach him with the reinforcement, I 
shall not move till it arrives ; but if, on tlie other hand, his supplies fail 
him, and he is compelled to retreat, 1 shall consider that I act in con¬ 
formity to the wislics of his Ekcethaicy the Coinmander-in-Chief and of 
the Government in moving forward to afford him all the aid in my 
power. I hope, this latter course may not be necessary, for in that case 
we shall be strongly opposed. 

I mention these particulars, in order that his Excellency may know 
how I understand the instructions I have, received : also that he may be 
fully aware of the urgent necessity of pushing on the troops now in 
progress without a day's delay. 

I have, &c., 

Geouoe Pollock. 


No. 188.— Mqjor-Geuvml Pollock io Mr. Mudtlock. 

renhawur, Fehtiary 16 , 1842 . 

SiK,—I have the honor to forward herewith coj)y of a letter received 
by Captain Mackeson, from Captain Muegregor, dated 7th instant, from 
which it will a])pear that at .lellalabad they had three months’ supply of 
atta, and bhoosa for about one month. Since the receipt of Captaiiv 
Maegregor’s letter I have seen a letter from Captain Cunningham, at 
Jellalabad, dated 11th instant, who says they have four mouths’ atta. 
Captain Maegregor’s inl'ormation is, perhaps the most corre<!t of the two. 
He (the latter) speaks with confidence of their being able to defend 
themselves against the whole of the Attghan force—so long as their 
ammunition and food lasts. Captain Cunningham’s letter mentions that 
the ammunition amounts to 200 rounds per niiin, which is n)orc than we 
at present have with this force. We are now endeavouring to send 
money to Captain Maegn-gor, and I have reason to believe that, through 
Captain Mackeson’s exertions, the scheme will succeed. If so, Cajitain 
Maegregor will be able tt) {turcliase food for the cattle, and thus render it 
unnecessary for me to advance until reinforced. 

I wrote yesterday again to Sir Robert Sale, to say that, in the event of 
his considering my immediate advance imperatively called for to aid him, 
I will do so, though I know that every foot of ground will be contested ; 
but that, if he can hold ))Ut with safety till the reinforcements in progress 
arrive, I will wait for tliem. I have already, iii my letter dated 12th 
instant, informed you tiiat the sick and wounded amount to 1,800, 
reducing thereby my numbers much below what was contemplated by 
Government, when, in tlicir dispatch, dated 31st ultimo, to his Excellency 
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the Commander-iii-Chief, tliey allude to my advancing with the force 
now here. 

The unfortunate alfairs at Ali Musjid, where four regiments were 
employed, show the impracticability of keeping open the pass with a 
small force, even for the short distance of eig^ or ten miles. Were I to 
advance now, with the force I have disposable 1 conclude I should be 
able to force the pass, and reach Sir liobert Sale ; but I require 271,542 
rounds, to comi)lete tlie force here to 200 rounds per man. As I 
advanced, the coiiununicatiou with my rear would be entirely closed. I 
should also bo advancing with a very limited quantity of ammunition for 
small arms, which Sir llobcrt Sale would be in want of. 

That 1 could force my way to Sir llobcrt Sale with the force I at 
present have available I have no doubt, though it must be attended with 
loss, and a considerable exjjenditure of ammunition, which 1 can ill aflbrd; 
for 1 shall not be able to complete the force here to 200 rounds jtcr man 
until the arrival of Captain Todd’s detachment., which may be expected 
on or abotit the 2nd proximo. 1 cannot say when the next brigade may 
arrive, but whenever they do, if I shall Inive advanced, and they follow, 
tJiey will in like manner have to force the pass, thus causing a double loss 
and a double ex])enditure of amniunitiou ; indeed, with only three 
regiments of Infantry, they would find it difKcult to make their way. It 
therefore appears to me that, unless called ujmn by Sir Kobert Sale, I 
shall act up to the spirit of the Government instructions, and those of his 
Excellency the Commauder-in-Chief, in not dividing the force. When 
the whole force is assembled, and 1 reacli Jellulabad, I cannot doubt that, 
should an opportunity ofler, our military siqieriority would enable me to 
meet any number of the enemy ; but, unless 1 am enabled, through 
negociation, or bj’ means oi' the Sikh trooi)s, to keep open the Khyber 
Pass, after I have advanced, my position at Jcllalabad would not be 
judicious. 

1 do not .autic-ipate such a dilemma, I'or some iHigociations arc already 
going on with the Auruckzyci trilx!, who have on our behalf already 
attacked the Afreedcics, and taken some of their strongholds. I cannot 
:it present say how the feuds between the two tribes may terminate ; but 
it iiolds out a pro.spect tliat before very long tlie passage of the Khyber 
juay be opeji to us. 

'fhe Rajah Golaub Sing, aecorapauied by the Prince, reached Poshawur 
the: day before yesterday. I expected to have had an interview with the 
Rajah yesterday, also to-day ; but it has rained mcessantly, and no hour 
could be lixc'd. 

1 have, &c., 

G. PonLocK. 

No. 189.— Major-Genvval Pullock to Mr. Maddock. 

Peshawiir, February 18, 1842. 

Sir,—I have the honor to inclose a letter from Captain Mackeson to 
niy address, forwarding a translation of a letter .irom his Majesty Shah 
Shooja to Captain Maegregor. 

2. It may be neees.sary at some future time to prove the innocence, 
or otherwise, of the Shah, and with reference to Captain Mackeson’s 
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letter I would observe, tliat the fact of Major Pottinger still considering 
(after the murder of Sir William Macnaghten) that the Bala Hissar was 
ojieii to our troops, is strongly in favor of tlie Shah’s innocence. 

3. I have also the honor to inclose a translation of a letter from the 
Maliks of the Afreedees ; their object in sending this letter is to endea¬ 
vour to ascertain out ultimate intentions. In answer to it, I propose 
sending a copy of the notification made by the Right Honorable the 
tlovernor-General in Council, when the disastrous late of the Cabool 
troops was received. 

4. If the Afreedees, or indeed any other tribe, suppose tluit w'C go 
to Jellalabad only to relieve, the force there, or to strike one blow and re¬ 
tire, they Y.'ill lose no time in closing an alliance with Mahomed Akbar 
Khan, whose vengeance they wouhl know must fall on them immediately 
we gave up all connexion witii the country. 

5. The more 1 reflect on the means at my disposal, and on the na¬ 
tural difficulties of the gi'ound, the more I am convinced- of the necessity 
of entering into arrangements with some of the tribes occupying the 
Khybcr Pass. Even with posts of my own troops, 1 could not considt^r 
my communication through the Pass as secure, unless some siitdi arrange¬ 
ment is made ; without it I might find myself at or in advance of Jcllala- 
bad, entirely dependent on the country round me, for monej’, ammunition, 
and supplies. 

6. A negotiation is now on foot with the Aurukzyes, and I <!arnestly 
hope that it will end in a sati.sfactory understanding between us and the 
tribes, who have the greatest influence in the Khybcr. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock.. 

No. 190.— Majur-Gencral PuUock to Mr. Maddoch. 

Pfsliav'iir, Fehrnary 18, 1842. 

Sir, —W’itli reference fo my letter dated 11 th instant, on the subject 
of the corps of Jtaailchees under tlu; command of Captain Perris, I ha\ e 
considered it desirable to authorize Caj)tain Ferris to I’ccruit till his 
corps is 400 strong. Had 1 been awan; that his Excellency the Corn- 
inander-in-Chief had already authorized Brigadier W’ild to rcKTuit for 
this corps, I should in my former letter have proposed 400 as the strength 
of the corps, and I trust the Government will sanction this additional 
increase, as 1 hope to derive great assistance from them in passing 
through the Khybcr. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 191.— Mr. Mwldoch to Major-Gcmral Pollock. 

Fort William, March 7, 1842. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor-General 
of India iu Council, to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of the 
18th ultimo, reporting that you had authorized Captain Ferris to recruit 
his Jezailchee corps to the strength of 400 men, and in reply to inform 
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you that your proceedings on this occasion have been approved by Ids 
Lordship in CounciL 

I have, 8cc., 

T. IT. Maddock- 

No. 192.— 3I(ijor~G<wral Polluck to 3fr. Mmldoch. 

Peshuirur, Fehmary 21, 1842. 

Sir, —The letters from Captain Maegregor advocate my advance, but 
I have alreaily stated to Government my reasons for deeming such a 
measure unadvisable at tll(^ pi-esent moment, and 1 do not see snflicient 
cause* to make me cliaiige that opinion from the arguments brouglit fvtr- 
ward by ('aptaiu Maegregor in the second of the inclosed letters. 

There is no one chief at Cabool or near Jellalaliad, who ajijiears to 
poss(!Ss supreme power, and all parties are at variance. A well-organized 
advance from Cabool is therefore very mdikely, and 1 consider that the 
deedaration of Mahomed Akbar Khan’s intention of att.-icking .lellalabad 
is made merely to keep the eyes of the tribes iixed on him. 

lie requires some siudi dcelarafion to jirevent his sinking into insig- 
nific.ince, and is (to us(! Captain Maegregor’s words) “without inlluence, 
means, or char.icter to assemble a force strong enough’’ to .ittaek ns. 

2. My ammunition is, I have already stated, detieient, and the supply 
which is tn route, cannot arrivi* here until (he 2nd proximo ; an adv.inee 
without it would be hazardous in the extreme, and in the. mean tinu'. I 
shall have answers from Captain Maegregor to letters which 1 have sent 
to him, in which I clearly explain the causes of my detent ion. 

My sick arc daily decreasing ; to-day tlu! mnni)er is 1289, and this is 
a very imjwrtant point. 

The Afreedees have made oi'crtures, .and the negotiation with them 
and the Aurukzyes promises to <*nd in a satisfactory adjustment, which 
I have stated to be in my opinion nece.ssary, even if 1 now had all my 
reinforcements and supplies, and ammunition. 

For the.se reasons I have decided to halt until my ammunition arrive.«, 
unless the safety of .lellalabad calls for my advance. 

3. From General Sir II. Sale's memonindum J have made an abstract 
I of the jn-esent static of his forces on the 1 1th of February, and entered 

it here. 


Cavalry. 

Eflective. 

. 24\ 

Sick. 

21 

Artillery ...... 

. 171 

11 

Sa])i)ers ...... 

. 304 

45 

Eurojieau Infantry 

. 719 

30 

Native Infantry . . . . 

. 838 

48 

Total 

2,273 

15.7 

Provisions for F.uropean soldiers 

Half rations for natives and scfiahis 
Barley for cavalry and artillery 

Forage for all animals 

Days. 

70 
. 7o 
. 25* 

. *. .30 


* Sir Robert Sale reports that he is short ofatumunition and lead. 


B B 




•202 


It will observed in this officer's letter, that he says he could not add to 
the resources detailed, “ even if he had money this is a most unfortu¬ 
nate circumstance. I have within the last three days sent them in coin 
3,000 rupees (three thousand). 

I earnestly hope that this sum will enable them to lay in forage for 
their cattle, for Captain Maegregor, who must be better able to judge, 
does not confirm Sir R. Sale’s assertion, and urges us to send money. 

4. If after the arrival of the detachment of the 33rd Native Infantry 
with my ammunition, (about the 2nd proximo,) the letters from Captain 
Maegregor and Sir R. Sale should still urge me to advance as imperative 
for their safety, I shall not be able to refuse compliance, though I see 
plainly the many strong objections to my doing so Under other circum¬ 
stances, until 1 have all my reinforcements. 

These objections are to me so numerous and important, that nothing 
but the fear of losing the fort and garrison of Jellalabad could induce me 
to overcome them. 

5. I had a long interview with Rajah Golab Sing yesterday ; nothing 
was decided ; the particulars shall be forwarded to you to-morrow. 

I have, &c. 

Gkougk Pollock. 

No. 193.— Major-General Polloeh to Air. Aladdoeh 

, ]'eshmeur, February 23, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to forward an aiistract of a conversation wliich 
took place with Rajah Golab Sing on the 20tli instant, and which is by 
no means satisfactory. I confess I have no expectation of any assistance 
from the Sikh troops. 

The number of sick, which at one time amounted in Brigadier Wild’s 
force to 1,800, is now I am hap[iy to say reduced to 1,289. The weather 
lately has become more moderate, and tlic men are recovering fust. 

I herewith transmit also copy of a letter from Captain Maegregor, 
dated 16th instant ; also translation of a rreneh letter from Major- 
General Sir R. Sale of the siime ditto. 

1 regret to state Captain Tibbs, with the4,00,0(K) rounds of aimnuni-f 
tion, has made four hiJts on account of rain. 1 did hope that 1 might 
have been able to advance with the brigiide lately ordered, but irom Sir 
R. Sale’s last letter, and the. sevenil delays tlmt have tiiken plact; in the 
advance of the brigade, 1 now consider it almost hojtehiss, though it would 
have a most beneficial efliict. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 194.— Aletjor-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, Peshaumr, February 24, 1842. 

Sm,—I have the honor to inclose a copy and translation of a letter 
from Major-General Sir^R. Sale, K.C.B., dated .Tellalabiid, February 19. 
The original of this letter is also forwarded, as there are some words in 
it which it is impossible to decipher with certainty. 
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I have also the honor to forward copy a letter from Captain 
Macgregor, of the same date. The cossids who brought these letters 
assert that the damage done to the town and fortifications of Jellalabad 
was trifling as compared to that in Mahomed Akbar’s camp at Chanbagh 
and in all the district of Ningrahar, and I therefore hope that the enemy 
will be employed in repairing his own losses, and thereby prevented from 
taking advantage of ours. 

2. In all niy late letters to your address I have dwelt on the numer¬ 
ous and strong objections which exist to my advancing without my rein¬ 
forcements ; but it is impossible for me to withstand these repeated calls 
for assistance frtnn Jellalabad, and should they now be continued, I must 
advance so soon as I can make arrangements, after I have received my 
ammunition from the detachment of the 33rd Native Infantry, whose 
arrival here may be now considered as neiirly certain oii either the 3rd or 
4th proximo. 

3. The n<rgotiatiou with the Afreedees and Aurukzycs is still in pro¬ 
gress, and there is a liope that by it 1 may be able to secure a safe 
jxissage through the lihybor ; but should it fail, or should it be unneces¬ 
sarily d(4aycd by the tribes, I must advance and force a passage to the 
relief of the Jellalabad garrison : in wliieh case it is absolutely necessary 
for me to curtail the baggage whieli usually aeeorapatiies an Indian army, 
and I shall tlierefore be compelled to de[)rive officers and men of many 
eomforts, which under other eircumstaiices might be considered neces¬ 
saries ; and should our eonununieation he closed with the brigades in 
tlie rear, niy force will have to look forward for an indefinite period to 
more than usual privations. 

4. 1 h:^^e therefore deemi^d it advisable to address them in Orders on 
this occasion, and I liav(! preferred appealing to the troops to make the 
sacrifice themselves, to issuing an order fixing the amount of carriage for 
each officer and each regiment. 

5. With reference to the postscript to Major-General Sir R. Sale’s 
letter, 1 liave informed liim that, in the event of Government allowing an 
interpreter, it will attord me jdeasure if Captain Havelock is nominated. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 195.— Miijor-Gi'iieral Pollovk to Mr. M(uI.dock. 

Cam]), Pesliaunr, February 24, 1842. 

Sir,— I have the honor to inclose copies of letters from Captain Mac¬ 
gregor, of date the 21st instant. 

I am much pleased to find him write in such good spirits, and to hear 
that the money (3000 rupees, three thousand) has reached him, and also 
that the damage done to the'works by the earthquake has been so 
sjieedily repaired. 

Captain Macgregor, in tlie letters now forwarded, admits that he has 
food for his cattle for one month, that is, up to tljTe 21st of March. By 
sending money to him, I hope he may be enabled to lay in suppbes for a 
longer period for his animals. Sir R. Sale’s letter on this occasion has 
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not Yfit been received by rile, but in ids former letters he has reported that 
he 1ms supplies for sw’enty days for hi* men. 

Tlie nej;otiiition with the tribes in the pass is still in progress, and 
('aptain Macgregor reports favourably regarding it ; but it is as well to 
be j)repared to act without expecting good faith or assistance from the 
Afrcedees. 

I have, &c., 

G. PoLI.OCK. 

No. 19G .—General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor-General 
of India in Council. 

Camp, 3 marches west of Loodiana, Feb. 20, 1842. 

Mv lioni),—T had the honor to receive your Lordship in Council’s 
disi)ateli of the lOth instant, this inorniiig. 

2. I am of opinion that the first and second eases require that the 
force shall advances forthwitli to Peshawur. A reference to Major-Gene¬ 
ral Pollock's re))orts, transmitted by the Adjutant-General to the Secre¬ 
tary in the Military Departnicnt. will show how heavily the native corps 
which pi'oeeeded with Brigadier Wild are suti’ering. 

3. Ord(!rs were disj)atched at ehuen a.m. by camel dawk, previously 
laid, to detach iiumcdiately (to-morrow evening, if possible) Her Majes¬ 
ty’s ord Dragoons, the Jird troop 2nd brigade Iforst; Artillery, 1st Light 
Cavalry, 33rd Native Intiuitry, a rissalah of 3i’d Irregular Cavalry, six 
lacs of musket ainniunition, and ordnance and musket powder, 

Lieut(‘nant-Coh)uel Parsons has been desired to send a large propor¬ 
tion of other stort!.s, and if the service requires it, two companies of the 
(>th Native Infantry arc to be added. 

4. This will leave Her Majesty's 31 st Foot ; 6th Native Infantry 
recruits; Her lMaje.st\’s 13ih Light Infantry ; three field battery guns ; 
three rissalahs 3ifl Irregular Cavalry ; for the second division, the depar¬ 
ture of whieh will immediately follow the sirrival of Her Majesty’s 31.st 
Regiments, perhaps on the Sth of Mandi. 

1 have again dcqairted from my own [dan of n'inforcement, by 
adding the 3rd Dragoons, instead of two squadrons, at the instance o£ 
Mr. tderk. who tliiuks the eti'ect on the Siklis will be very beneficial. As 
to tluar being much (Mn[)loyed in relieving .Jellalabad, which is the main 
obj(!ct of this setamd <‘\ertion, I do not ex[)ect it, neither does Mr. Clerk ; 
and 1 dread the effects of the excessive licat of April and May upon 
them. 

6. The orders and suggestions in the .'5th, 7th, and Sth [)aragra[)lis 
have been in several resjtects anticipated, and in all will be duly 
attended to. 

"7. I have the honor to transmit a report, dated Feb. 13, received this 
morn’ug from Major-General Pollock. His ititention to assist Sir Robert 
Sale, i:ti retreat from Jellalabad be resolved u[)on, even before the arrival 
of tlie (iioj>s, now prei)aring, has been aj)i)roved of. I have, however, a 
strong hop! that .B’ll.'daJjad may and will be held till they are prepared to 
enter the ju.ss in full force for its relief. 

1 have, &e., 

J. NicoLns. 
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No. 197.— Major-Gemral Nott to the Officer Commanding at 
Quetta and in Shide. 

Candahar, February 14, 1842. 

Sir,—III the event of troops moving towards Oaudaliar I beg you will 
have the goodness to bear in mind that W'e have no medicine here ; it is 
also very desirable that you should send as much musket annnuuition 
as you can spare, as there is very little at Candahar. I know not what 
troops tliere may be in Sinde, but 1 am very much in want of cavalry. 
As I have not received letters from Calcutta since the .3rd of December, 
I am without instructions from Government, and know not their 
intentions- regarding this country, whether reinforcements are to be sent 
here from Sinde or not. Prince Softer Jung, Atta Mahomed, and the 
chiefs, have assembled an army, and are in position about thirty miles 
south-west of this city. I should have moved against them four days 
ago, but heavy rains have completely inundated the country ; however, 
I hope to attack them in a few days. To-day, wo have a heavy fall of 
snow. No late news from Ghuznee or Cabool. 


I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 198.— Jlrigadier JUngland to Major Outram. 

IItad-Quarters, Sinde. Field Force, Dadur, Fehniary 18, 1842. 

Sir,— I have the honor to acquaint you that, under thi^ circumstances 
of the determination of the Government to maintain Candahar, and with 
a view to give support to that important measure, I ]»ropose, at the ear¬ 
liest practicable period in next month, to move the heii<l-(|narters of this 
force up the Bolan Pass to Quetta, with the following detachment of the 
troops now in the low country :— 

One troop horse artillery, two squadrons 3rd Light Cavalry, Her 
Majesty’s 41st Regiment, 6th Regiment Native Infantry, 150 Poona 
horse. 

This movement will render the experiment of keeping European troops 
at Sukkur during the hot weather almost wholly inexpedient. 

2. The corjis left for the protection of the line of communication to 
the Indus, and of our several magazines on that line and depot at Sukkur 
will in such case be as follows :— 

European company of artillery, camel battery, one company of Golun- 
dauze artillery, one squadron of 3rd Light Cavalry, (not yet arrived,) 
four and a half battalions of Native Infantry, the wliole of the Sintle 
horse, and part of the Poona horse. 

3. This portion of the Sinde field force I propose to station thus :— 

At Sukkur—Two battalions, two guns ; 170 rank and 
file of Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment. 

Shikarporc—One squadron 3rd Light Cjvalry j one 
battalion, two guns. 

.Taneedehra—Two coinjianies. 

(’huttin—Two companies. 
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Biigh—Two companies, 

Sebee—^Three companies, one gun. 

Dadur—Three companies, two guns. 

With detachments of Irregular Horse at each post. 

4. Tims the force which will be assembled at Quetta very early, I 
trust, in April, will consist of two squadrons, four battalions, and four¬ 
teen guns ; and leaving a sufficient body of troops to protect that place, 
amounting, in fact, to almost Its jwesent garrison. I am of opinion that 
the following detachment may be at once most advantageously employed 
in opening the communication with Candahar, or in effecting such other 
operation in aid of tiuit post as circumstances at the moment may 
suggest 

One troop horse artillery, two squadrons 3rd Light Cavalry, Her Ma¬ 
jesty’s 41st Regiment, one battalion Native Infantry, a small battalion of 
light companies drawn from the corps- nearest to Quetta, as per margin*, 
and about 150 Poona horse. Tlie total probable strength of this move¬ 
able column being 2,500 men. 

5. You are probably aware that, independent of the expwliency of 
forcing the communication with Candahar, the troops at that place are 
much in want of carriage, treasure, medicines, and other stores ; also 
that several officei's, as well as a company of Bengal artillery, destined 
for Candahar, h.'ivc been for some time prevented from reaching it, owing 
to the interruption of the road by the insurgents. The movement, how¬ 
ever, which I contemplate, will at once remedy these evils, and thus 
place the corps of Major-General Nott in increased efficiency. 

6. 1 shall be very glad to licar that you see no political objection, or 
risk to the peace of the country between this and the Indus, by the 
arrangement of the troops which I have set forth for your information, 
and, indeed, that you concur with me in the propriety of my making this 
diversion in favor of my operations to the northward. 

7. You are aware of the numerous arrangements which are essential 
to even the smallest militfiry oper.ations in this country, and I need offer 
no other reason for desiring that the measures I have now detailed should 
beconsidered as finally decided upon thus early. 

I have, &c., 

R. England. 


No. 199 .—Brigadier Emjlaiul. to Mr. Muddork. 

Head-Quarters, Camp, near Dadur, February 20, 1842. 

SiE,—I beg to acquaint you that, after leaving sufficient troops on the 
line of communication between this and the Indus, and providing, as 
amply as our means will admit, for the tranquillity of Sukkur and Shikar- 
pore, and alter leaving a garrison at Quetta of two battalions, 1 propose, 
in accordance with the instructions of the Government of India, which 


* Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment, Cth Native Infantry, 8th ditto, 20th ditto, 21st 
ditto, and 2ath ditto. 
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T have y<S||ffday received through Major Outran), and which are dated 
the 31st ummo, to push forward to the southern extremity of the Kojuck 
Pass, and open a conituunicatiori with Candahar, or support any move¬ 
ment made by the force now occupj'ing that city. 

2. I had anticipated this measure on liearing that Major-General Nott 
had been directed to hold%is post, and on also finding,' by the chance 
transmission of a dispatch from Mgjor Rawlinson, dated the 1st instant, 
that, although he had not then received these directions, there was no 
intention on tlie part of the garrison to evacuate that jilace, notwithstand¬ 
ing they had been called upon to do so by virtue of a treaty entered into 
with the enemy at Cabool. 

3. I beg that you will ac(iuaint his Lordship the Governor-General in 
Council, that I am the more desirous to force the road to Candahar, 
because I am aware that the trooi)s noAV there are in want of stores, 
treasure, and vtirious sup|)lics which 1 intfsnd to convey thither if practi¬ 
cable ; but as it is impossible, owing to the season, that cattle could 
survive the march in any numbers tlirough tlie Dolan Pass, and be cffect- 
tive for further movement, till tlie end of next 4)ionth, 1 shall have an 
opportunity of being made awjuainted with any further wishes which the 
Government may have to express for my guidance. T presume that, 
whatever uitimat^errungeiiieiits may be decided on, there cannot be a 
doubt of the poln^al advantage of uiaking as powciful a demonstration 
as possible in the direction in question. 

4. The moveable force to be ])usbed beyond Quetta, after the various 
deductions which are above referred to, will consist of one troop horse 
artillery, two squadrons 3rd Dombay Cavidry, Her Majesty’s 41st Dogi- 
iiieiit, one battalion Native Infantry, tlu; Hank eoini)anics of the battalions 
left at (.iuetta, and about 100 Poona horse. 

6. 1 take this occasion to submit our extreme deficiency in cavalry, 
for this or any other operation, and to suggest that such deficiency should, 
if iiossiblfi, be still siqiplied, because some accession of that arm would 
appear to bo eipxally wanted by Major-General Nott, in the event of his 
retiring, as by me, in the protection of the large convoy of about 2,500 
caiiK'ls with which I advance. 

(). I am aware that the Political Agent of Sinde and Beloochistan 
has represented this defect to the Siqireinc povernment, and I am merely 
desirous of adding my testimony as to the triumphant effect which would 
be jirodueed to tlie southward of Candahar, by the presence of even two 
sipuulrons of European cnvali’y. If their arrival at Sukkur could bo 
accomplished by the middle of Marcli, it wouhl Ixti quite practicable that 
they reached this place before any intensity of heat ; and tliey would 
overtake me at Quetta, where commissariat arrangehieiits may oblige me 
to halt a few days. 

7. I shall transmit this dispatch under a flying seal to his Excellency 
the Commauder-in-Chief. 

I have, &c., 

R. Engj.,\nd. 
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No. 200.— The Gaoemor-Gmeral of India in Council to Scleral Sir 

Jasper Nicolls. 

Fort WiiUam, March 15, 1812. 

Sir, —It appears to us that it would be conv#uient at this period to lay 
fully before your Excellency the deliberate views we entertain with res¬ 
pect to the measures now to be pursued in Affgliaiiistau ; and we, there¬ 
fore, transmit to your Excellency this letter, in continuation of those 
already addressed to your Excellency upon this subject. 

2. The insurrection which has existed in parts of Afghanistan almost 
from the time of our obtaining possession of Cabool ; which, in the sum¬ 
mer of last year, led to more than one serious conflict with considerable 
bodies of men in the vicinity of Candahar ; and, extending itself in Octo¬ 
ber to the vicinity of Cabool, im})eded the inarch of Major-General Sir 
Robert Sale’s brigade to Jellalabad; still more the revolution, rather 
than insurrection, which commenced at Cabool on the 2nd of November, 
and which, after many disastrous and laiueutable events, led to the ulti¬ 
mate destruction of a numerous division of the British army, a calamity 
wholly without parallel in our history in India ; all these circumstances, 
followed as they Iiavc been by the unii ersal hostility ^ the whole people 
of Attghanistan, united at the present moment again^Pbs in a war which 
has assumed a religious, as well as national character, compel us to adopt 
the conclusion, tliat the possession of Affghanistan, could we recover it, 
would be a source of weakness, rather than of strength, in resisting the 
invasion of any army from the West, and, therefore, tliat the ground 
upon which the policy of the advance of our troops to tliat country mainly 
rested, has altogether ceasetl to exist. 

3. The information received with respect to the conduct of Shah 
Shooja during the late transactions, is, necessarily imperfect, and more¬ 
over, of a somewhat contradictory character. It is not probable that the 
insurrection against our troojis should have originated with him. It is 
most probable, and it is almost proved, that he has adopted it, and, 
powerless in himself, is prepared to side with either party by which lie 
may hope to be maintained upon his precarious throne. 

4. Certaiulj', as we are at present iuformcii, the conduct of Shah 
Shooja has not been such as to compel the British Government, in blind 
and solitary observance of the Tripartite Treaty, of which the ground 
has ceased to exist, to peril its armies, and, with its armies, its Indian 
Empire, in his support. 

5. Whatever course we may hereafter take, must rest solely upon 
military consideration^ and have, in the first instance, regard to the safe¬ 
ty of the detached bodies of our troops at Jellalabad, at Ghuznee, at 
Kelat-i-Ghilzye, ami Candahar, to the security of our troops now in the 
field from all unnecessary risk, and, finally, to the re-establislimeut of our 
military reputation by the infliction of some signal and decisive blow 
upon the Affghans, which may make it appear to them, to our own sub¬ 
jects, and to our allies, that we have the power of inflicting punishment 
upon those who comSiit atrocities, and violate their faith, and that we 
withdraw ultimately from Affghanistan, not from any deficiency of means 
to maintain our position, but becau.se we are .satisfied that the King we 
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t.ave set up, has not, as we were erroneously led to Jmagine, the support 
of the nation over wliich he hiis been placed. ' ■ 

6. But, while the facts before us justi/y the witMrawal of our troops 
from Aftghanistan, and the refusal of all further assistance to Shah 
Shooja, they are yet not such as to make it coiisistoiit with our 
reputation, to give our future SHj)i)ort, as is suggested by Major llawliii- 
80 n, to Shah Kamrati, and to ntakc over Candahar to tiiat noniinat rider 
of Herat, even witc it consistent with jinideneo to engage in a new 
speculative entcrprize beyond the Indus, wliieh niight reiuicr it insu-ssary 
f(»r us to retain,* at an enormous eost, a large body of troojis in the 
ditfieult country, between that river and (.'undahar, for the purpose of 
maintaining in the eonntry so made over to Iiiin, a Sovereign persoiuilly 
iiicapable, and fiir many years luiknowii to its inhabitants, otlierw'iso than 
by the fame of his degrading vices. 

7. We arc of opinion tliat it would he erroueons to snpjiose that a 
forward position in Upper Atlgiianistan would have the edeel of control¬ 
ling the Siklis, or that a forwaid |)osition above the passi's of Lower 
Atfghnnistan would liave tlie elli'ct of eontrollii'g the Beloochees, and the 
Sindians, by the appearance of eontidenec and of strength. Tliat which 
v/ill reidl}', and will alone control the Siklis, th<‘ Belooi’liees, and the 
Sindians, and all^ the other nations beyond and within tlie Indus, is the 
knowledge that we jiossess an army, perfect in its eipiipment, jmssessed of 
all the moans of niovcincnt, and .so secure in its eoniiminicatioiis with the 
country from which its supplies and its reinforcements are drawn, as to 
he able at any time to act with vigour and effect against any enemy. 

8. In war, reputation is strength ; hut repiitation is lost by the rash 
exposure of the most gallant troops under circumstances which render 
defeat more prohalile than viiUory ; end a siieci'ssion of reverses will 
ilishearfen any soldiers, and, most of all. tliosc wliose eonr.age and devo¬ 
tion liav’e been mainly the result of their eoididciiee that they wei'e 
always led to certain success. Wc would, therefore, strongly impri'ss 
njion the commanders of the forces em[)loyed in AHglianistau and Siude 
the importance of ineurring no unnecessary risk, and of bringing their 
troops into .action under eirciiinstances which may alford full scope to the 
superiority they derive from their discipline. At tlie same time, we are 
aivaro that no great object can he aeeoinplishod witliout incurring some 
risk ; and wc should consider that tlie object of striking a decisive lilow 
at the Affghaus, more especially if such blow could be struck in emuhiua- 
tion with mca'sures for tlie relief of Ghuznee,—a blow which might 
re-establish our military character beyond the Indus, and leave a deep 
impression of our powiT, and of the vigor with wdiich it would be applied 
to punisli an atrocious enemy,—would he one for wliieh risk might he 
justiiiahly incurred, all due and possible precaution being taken to dim¬ 
inish such necessary risk, and to secure decisive success. 

9. The Cominandej-’s of the forces in Upper and Lower Aflghanistan 
will, in all the operations they may design, hear ift mind these general 
views and opinions of tlie Govenunent of India. They will,' in the tiivst 
uistance, endeavour to relieve all the garrisons in .i^flghanislan, which are 
now surronndod hj’ the enemy. The relief of these garrisons is a point 
J<‘ep1y affecting the military cliaraeter of th(> nrinj-, and deeply interesting 
•o the feelings of their country ; lint to make a raali al!e!.i|)i to efi'ect such 
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relief, in any case, without a reasonable prospect of success. Would be to 
atford no real aid to'the brave men who arc surrounded, and fruitlessly to 
sacrifice other good soldiers, whose preservation is equally dear to the 
Government they serve. To effect the release of the prisoners taken at 
Cahool, is an object likewise d<H!ply interesting in ])oint of feeling aijd of 
honor. That object can, probably, only be accomplished by taking hos¬ 
tages from such part of th(^ country as may be in, or may come into, our 
possession ; and, with reference to this object, and to that of the relief 
of Ghuznee, it may possibly become a qn(!stiou, in the (went of Major-Gen¬ 
eral Pollock’s ctfecting a junction with Sir Robert Sale, whether the 
united force shall return to the country below tlu^ Khybcr Pass, or take a 
forward position near .bdlalabad, or even twlvance to (iabool. 

10. We are fully sensible of the advantage's wliuih would be derived 
from the re-oceu[)a(ion of Cahool, the scene of our great disaster and of 
so much (!rime, evam for a week, of the m(>ans which it might attbrd of 
r<(covering the j)risoners, <d‘ th(( gratification winch it wo(dd give to 
the army, and of the etH'cl which it would have upon our enemies. 
Our withdrawal might then be made to rest upon an official declara¬ 
tion of the grounds iq)on which we retired as solemn as that which 
accompanied our advance ; and we should retire as a concpiering, not 
as a defeated. Power; but we cannot sanction the ,oc<aipatiuu of an 
advanced position beyond tin; Kliybo-r Pass by Major-General Pollock, 
unless that General should be satisffi'd that he can,—without depending 
iq)on the forbi^arance of tin? tribes near the ))ass, which, obtained only 
by purchase, must, under all (>ircuuist.ances, be jirecarious, and without 
depending upon the fidelity of the Sikh chiefs, or upon the jiowmr of 
those chiefs to restain their troops, iqxm muther of which can any 
reliance be safely placed,—feel assured that he can, by his own strength, 
overawe! and overcome all who dispute the ])ass, and keep up at all times 
his communication with I’eshawur and the Indus ; and we would (auition 
Major-General Polhjck, and all tlu! officers commanding tht! troops in the 
fieW, not to jilace reliance upon, or to be biassed by, the rej>resentations 
of native chiefs who may hate been (!xp<‘lled from their country, in 
consequtmee of their adherence to us, and who will naturally be ready to 
l(‘ad us into any dang(!r by oi)erations which may have the possible etfeet 
of restoring thtnn to their former ))osscssions. 

11. We have been informed that Major-General Pollock does not 
consith'r iiiinstdf strong enough to force, and to ke('j>, the Kliylier Pass, 
without the first reserve brigade, wbieh was not known to liave erossed 
the Rav('(! on the 2nd of this mouth, and which can liardly join him 
bcliu’c the sccHiud week in April ; ;iud benng informed lik(?wise that 
Major-General Sir Robert Sale had, on the 21st of last month, only 
forage sulficieut to hist about thirty days, we eaunot but expect that 
those oilieers will have endeavoured to effi'ct their juiietioii before the 
arrival of the fii'st I’cserve brigade, and that they will, when that junction 
shall have been eflfeted, oeiiiipy a scenre position near the Khyber. 

12 . In siieh a position they will, under all eireumstanees, be better 
(enabled to assist any ^jieralions of Major-General Nott on the sich; of 
Gliuziiee, by the moral effect, of their concentratc'd strength, tlian tliey 
wiiidd be in a more advanced position of extreme hazard to the troops 
under their comniand. 
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13. We look, further, to tlie effect whicli the conccmtratiori of a large 
force under your Excellency’s coiniuaiid upon the SuUej would have ujjon 
the policy of the Sikhs, and of all ln(^n States, exhibiting the British 
Government in an attitude of imposing strength, and giving confidence to 
its army and to its subjects. 

14. The operations of the large force under Major-General Nott and 
Brigadier England,—a force numerous enough to fivercomc all resistance 
whenever it might march, if its numbers comprised a due i)r()portion of 
cavalry, and if it jiossessed the perfect c<iuipiuont and ample means of 
movement, without which numbers of the bravest and best disciplim’d 
men have not the cliaructer of an army,—are iK'ccssarily so crippled by 
the want of cavalry and of animals of burden and draught, that we can¬ 
not safely rely upon those ollieers being able to effect any object beyond 
that of withdrawing the garrison of Kelat-i-Ghilzye, and securing their 
own retreat at the j)roper season, and their communications, in the mean 
time, with the Indus. 

lo. We cannot review alt the circumstances of the present crisis 
without being deejdy impressed with a stuise of tin* danger arising from 
the dissemination of troops in an emany's country, having difficult com¬ 
munication, and of the further danger of leaving any force intended for 
o))erati()ns in the field, and at any time liabh; to bo called into action, 
so composed in the several arms of infantry, ciivaliy and artillery, ami 
so sup|)li(‘d with aiuuuuiition, provisions, and the means of movement, as 
to be in fact incapable of exeetiting with proiu[flitu(le and effect, and 
even of attemi)ting, without ptu’il to itself, any important operations with 
wliieli it may bo entrusted, 

IG. We .subjoin, for the <;<mvenience of reference, a memorandum, 
showing tli(> position and stnaigth of’<he several corps of the army be¬ 
yond the Indus, and moving towards tliut river at tlie latest period up to 
whicdi we have information. 

17. W(? have, by this post, transmitted a copy of this letter to Major- 

(lemu'als Pollock and Nott, for their information and guidance. Copies 
will also be forwarded to tlie I,,i(>utenant-Gov(Tnor and Mr. Clerk ; and 
the dispatch to Major-General Nott will jiass under a flying seal through 
the hands of Major Outram and Brigadita- England. 

EimiiNnoKocoii, W.W. Binn, W. Caskmf.nt, ft H.T. Phinsei’. 


No. 201.— Memorandum of the Troops employed beyond the Sutlej 
and in Siude, aecordiny to the latest information in the possesshm of 
Government. 

From the Commander-iii-Chicf’s letter of the 2nd instant, to Mr. 
Maddock, it appears tliaf. at that date no information had reached his 
Excellency of the first division* of the reserve brigade having crossed tlie 
Ravee, and it appears, from his Excellency’s letter of the 2()th ultimo, 
lliat he expected the second reserve brigadef, consisting of the troops 

* Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons, 3rd troop 2nd brigade Horse Artillery, ist Ligtit 
Cavalry, .33rd Regiment of Native Infantry, and a KissaliAi 3rd Irregular tiavalry. 

t Her Majesty’s Slst Fool, recruits of Her Majesty’s I3tli Light Infantry, HtU 
Regiment of Native Infantry, three field-battery guns, and three Rissalah-s 3rd 
Irregular Cavalry. 

C (; 2 
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detailed, in the margin, would cross the Siftl(^ on, or aboai^ the 8tb 
instant. 

Tlie first of these brigades can hardly, tlierefore, be expected to reach 
Peshawur before the tirst or second week in April j and the second 
brigade, which will be yet more impeded by the heat, not before the end 
of tliat month. 

On the 27th ullimo, the date of the last report from Major-General 
Pollock, that ollicer was at, or niuir, Peshawur, with three brigade^ 
according to the following statement:— 


Her Majesty’ 

s 9th Foot. 

3d comp. 2d hatt. Foot Artillery. 

26th Regiment of Native Infantry. 

4th comp. 6th bntt. ditto. 

30tli 

Ditto. * 

10th Regiment of Light Cavalry. 

53d 

Ditto. 

Detachment 3d Irregular Cavalry. 

60th 

Ditto. 

5th comp. Sappers and Miners. 

64th 

Ditto. 


Of the two brigades which w^ere originally commanded by Brigadier 
Wild, 3G8 were sick in hospital : more than 1,800 had been in hospital 
ten days before, of whom 236 were wounded : Imt the sick are said to be 
rapidly recovering. 

At Peshawur wa.s statioiU'd Rajah Golab Sing ; and, according to 
Mr. Clerk’s letter of the 17th ultimo, the Rajah’s force consisted of the 
troops tuid each corjis of the strength detailed as fAllows :— 

• ^ 

Khuka Troops noir of or uhovt Peshmevr. 


Four battalions of General Metal) Sing . . . 2,700 

Four battalions of Mahomedans and Nujeebs . . 3,000 

One battalion Sut)ja Sing’s . . . . . 800 

One battalion under Kooldey Sing Goorkha . . 600 

Sowars under Dew’an Mote Rum, in the Eusofzycs . 2,000 

Miscellaneous Rissalahs . . . . . 110 

One regiment Sowars, under Geeaii Sing, Commander .700 

'J'wo brigades, Rauigall, &c., under Genera! A\ itabile 1,300 

Jageerdar Sowars . . . . . . .700 

. Sirdar Nehal Sing of AJlowata, contingent with two 

guns under Ilyder Ali Klian . . . oOO 

Under the personal command of Rajah Gtilab Sing, . 
the be.st and chosen troops, with bhower or . 
long-barrelled muskets .... 3,000 

Koot)wur Pertah Sing’s escort . . . . ,700 

General Avitabilc’s c.scort , . . . . .700 

Eight Pieces of Gnus. 

Charyarees under Race Kisiiee Sing . . . 1,(700 

Nursing regiment under ditto. 800 

Hill Peasantry under ditto . . . . . 200 

Four battalions and oik! regimcjit under General Court 5,000 
Twelve Guns under ditto. 

Two battalions uiider John llomer . . . 1,000 


125 Tuinborueks and some miscellaneous Sowars. 

At Jellalabad, on the 21st ultimo, the force detained there, under the 
command of Major-General Sir Robert Sale, amounted, of all arms, as 
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per margin* to 2,273 eSfective troops, and 155 sick. Tlie Major-General 
has provisions for the Europeans, and half rations fm- the native troops, 
for sev^ty days ; but lie was ill supplied with grain jijd forage for his 
cattle, lv>t having a stock that would last more tlian twenty-five or 
thirty days ; and he was apprehensive tlmt, even if he had money to 
purchase fodder lie would be unable to procure any. He has since 
received a small remittance of casli—3,000 rupees ; and 1,500 more had 
been dispatched to him. 

Major-General Pollock appeared to entertain a hope that the Khyber 
tribes would be induced to open the pass, if he consented to pay them for 
their neutrality. 

The force under Major-General Nott, at Candahar, consisted, by the 


last accounts, of the following troops ;— 

General Staff. 7 

All other Staff.76 

Regimental Officers ....... 83 

Native Officers . . . . . . . . 168 

All other ranks—^fighting men.8,390 


8,724 

1,425 Horses, 265 Camels, 148 Bullocks. 

The Major-General’s force is strong in infantry and artillery, but is de¬ 
ficient in cavalry ; iind has not carriage equal to t^wants of his force. 

Brigadier England’s force, above and below tnB passes, consisted, on 
the 27th January, of the detachments of the strength noted as follows :— 


No. of Battns. No. of Guns. 
Sukkur 2 three 6-pounders 

(Golundauze) 

iShikarpore... 1 two 6-pounders 
Horse Artillery. 

Bagl*. 

8el)ee. 1 6-pounders 

(Golundauze.) 

Dadur. two 6-pouijders 

(Golundauze) 
Horse Artillery. 

Quetta. 2 two 9-poundcrs 

European 
Foot Artillery. 


En route to 

join this force J-i- six 9-pouiiders 


Corps. 

1st Grenadiers. 

12th Native Infantry, (not arrived.) 
8th Native Infantry and 15th Na¬ 
tive Infantry, (when it arrives.) 

1 Squadron 3rd Light Cavalry. 
Intended to be occupied by a wing. 
21st Native Infantry. 

1 Troop 3rd Liglit Cavalty. 

4 Comp. Her Majesty’s 41st Regt. 
6th Regiment Native Infantry. 

1 Comp. Her Majesty’s 4l8t Regt. 
20th Regiment. Native Infantry. 
25th ditto ditto. 

And a Company of European Ar¬ 
tillery of the Bengal Army. 

4 Comps. Her Majesty’s 41st Regt. 
And 15tli Native Infantry. 


Elfectivc, Sick 

* One Squadron 5th Bengal Cavalry. ' 21) 21 

Artillery . 171 11 

Sappers add Miners . 304 45 

Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry.’ 71!) 30 

35th Ilegiuient Native Infantry . 838 48 


2,273 155 
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N.B. 630—irregular cavalry divided into parties at each station, and a 
company of Madrac Sappers and Miners are stationed at Sebee and 
elsewhere. 

The Brigadier proposes to move off above the passes about th^§)|dth, or 
20th of March, the tt’oops noted in the margin*, for the purpose of open¬ 
ing the communication with Candahar, and reinforcing Major-General 
Nott, or covering his retreat, if that officer should resolve on retiring 
southward. Some difficulty appears to exist in providing carriage for 
the troops, and the convoy about to proceed, under Brigadier England, 
above the passes. The exact quantity of carriage required, and of that 
deficient, has not been stated. The Brigadier speaks of having 2,500 
camels and escort, and as we see that considerable purchases of camels 
have l)een made for this force in the States of Bajpootana, we may hope 
that no seriotis distress on this account will be exi»erienced. The brigade 
under Brigadier England will take up treasure, about 22 lacs, witli medi¬ 
cines and otiicr necessary stores for tlie force at Candahar. 

The last returns of the force at Kurachec exhibit the following number 


of troops. 

EUROFKANS, 

Artillery . Ilf.. 

... 94 

NATIVES. 

Left wing—15tli Regt.... 


493 

13th Light Infantry . 

... 20 

„ 23rd ditto... 

434 


41st Foot . 

... 194 

Absent on command. 

190 



... 40 



244 

150 

■887 

343 


343 , 

Recruits, 1st Grcn. Regt. 



1,230 

The force will subsequently have la'en augmented by the arrival of 
Her Majesty’s 22nd Regiment from Bombay- 

And on the advance of Brigadier England tlirough the Bolan Pass, 
the following will be the disposition wliich In; proi)oses to make of the 
troops remaining in tlie plains of upjier and lowia* Sinde :— 

For the protection of the line of communication, the several maga¬ 
zines and depots at Sukkur : 

One company of European Artillery—Camel Battery. 

One ditto Golundau/.e Artillery. 

One squadron, 3rd Bombay Light Cavahy. 

Four and a half battalions of Native Infantry. 

The whole of the Sinde liorse and j)art of tJie Kwna horse. 

At Sukkurf—Two battalion.s, two guns ; 170 rank and file 
of Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment. 

Shikarpore—One squadron 3rd Light Cavalry one batta¬ 
lion, two guns. 

Janec'dehra—Two companies. 

• One troop of Horie Artillery, two squadrons 3rd Bombay Cavalry, Her 
Majesty’s 41st Regiment, one battalion of Native Infantry. The flank companies 
of the battalions left at Quetta, and about lUO Poona horse, 
t Mountain Train of Artillery expected from Bombay. 











215 


Chuttin—Two cwnpanies. 

Bagh—Two conij)anies. 

Scbeo—Two companies. 

Dadur—Two companies. 

Detaclunent of IiTOgular Horse at each post. 


No. 202 .—General Sir Jasper Nieolls to tlie Gowrnor-General of 

India in Council. 

Camp, Loodiaiia, March 4, 1842. 

Mr Lort), —I have the honor to transmit a copy of a letter received 
to-day from Major-deneral Pollock, dated 27th ultimo. This letter was 
in acknowledgment of one address(‘d to the Major-General, in which I 
(enveyed to him the two first paragraphs of your Lordship in Council’s 
letter of the 10th of February to my address. 

The dispatch of tlu^ l.ath of Febrftarj', conveying your Lordship’s 
orders of that date, was forwarded to Peshawur in duplicate, on the 25th 
and 27th, and will remove all the Major-General’s doubts. 

I am not at all inclined to believe that any arrangtnnents made with 
the Khyberees will give us jternianent sisairity ibr communication with 
any troops advanced to Jellalabad, although the jwospect and arguments 
of some of th(‘ chiefs a|)pear to tempt the JNlajor-Qjfueral to venture into 
Ningrahar for the ensuing suinmer. 

'The concluding paragraph of the Major-General’s letter contains mat¬ 
ter foi- grave rellectiou, but, from the t(mor of several of your Lordship’s 
late dispatches, the subjcict has alrea(ly received your serious attention. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicoixs. 

No. 203.— Major-General Pollock to Lient.-Colowl Luard. 

Camp, Kowtdsur, Febrimry 27, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter, 
dated 20th instant, by order of his Excellency the Commander-iii-Chief, 
{•onveying his approval of my intentions relative to the relief of Sir 11. 
Sale’s party. 1 regret that the copies of my letters to the address of, his 
Excellency and to Mr. Maddock, up to the 13th instant iuclnsiv't^ bdv(!, 
I fear, been buried in the ruins oe.(iasioncd by the earthquake. The 
roof of the room which was for the time ray office fell in a few seconds 
after 1 left it ; 1 can, therefore, only guess at the intentions I exirresstsl 
to his Excellency. 

Oil the occasion of the earthquake, which took place on the 19th 
instant, considerable damage was supposed to have been done to the widls 
of the fortifications of .lellalabad, and Sir Tl. Sale thought it probable an 
attack would be made by Mahomed Akbar ; such, however, has not been 
the ease ; and instead of the extimsive injury which was at first reported, 
his Excellency will observe that, in Captain Matgregor’s letter, dated 
21st instant, which 1 forwarded express, it was expected that in a couple 
of days the defences would again be strong, and that “ the parapet was 
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like magic.” He liad received 3,000 rupees which I had sent him, 
and which I presum3 will enable him to purchase food for his cattle. I 
shall send him more to-day, if Captain Mackeson (who is indefatigable 
in aiding me) can complete the arrangements ; and I fervently hope that 
the gallant garrison will be enabled to hold out in safety till my reinforce¬ 
ments arrive. On this point I have not lately been .sanguine, from their 
want of money, and being uncertain as to the movements of the 3rd 
Brigade. , 

In all my communications with Sir R. &le and Captain Macgregor, 
although 1 h.we advocated the expediency of waiting for the 3rd Brigade, 
I have explicitly stated to both, that if in the interim they should 
K!orisider iny advance absolutely necessary, I would at once obey Bie 
call. 

I have already, I believe more than once, expressed nny opinion on the 
-bad policy of moving my force through the Pass in two columns, so long 
as the Pass is closed to us, thereby entailing a double loss of life and a 
double expenditure of ammunition. 

I liave carefully perused and deeply considered tlie two paragraphs for¬ 
warded by the Governor-General in Council to his Excellency, and which 
you were directed to transcribe. One part adverts to “ a decided turn” 
•admitting of a deviation from the avowed purpose for which this force 
was mainly formed, viz., “ the withdrawing of the Jellalabad garrison in 
safety to Peshawur and his Excellency’s orders are that I should care¬ 
fully and implicitly obey these instructions. 

While holding the responsible and confidenti.al situation which it has 
j)leased the Government to confer on me, I consider that I should ill 
fullfil my trust if I did not respectfully otter my opinion on any points 
when I may have o)>jections to proj)ose to the course pointed out for me 
to pursue ; I therefore beg to submit the following observations :— 

Uninformed as I am of the ultimate intentions of Government relating 
to Affghanistan, I may perliaps offer opinions wbicli, as regards their 
views, may be unimjmrlant ; but I ajipreliond that at tlie date at which 
the resolutions of Government were made, it was not known that I have 
a fair prospect of opening the Pass to our troops ; that the Ex-Chief of 
Lalpoora is not only with ns, but has been the means of conveying the 
money to Captjiin Macgregor ; the Kama Chief, until the fall of All 
Musjid, aided Captain Macgregor, and would no doubt return to our 
interest on my advancing in force. 

Tlic-Goshta Chief has proved himse¥ friendly, by having secreted the 
•horsemen who took money to, Captain Macgregor a whole .night at 
•Goshta. These I consider very favonrabJe circumstances for our advance, 
and 1 submit them for the consideration of Government. 

It is the opinion of Toorabaz Klian and Snyeed Ayaudeen, that our 
force, if sufficiently strong to command the re.sources of the country in 
Ningrahar, will not be straightened fi:>r supplies for twelve months, sup¬ 
posing the Pass to be closed upon us ; and Captain Mackeson confinns 
tins opinion, and the Syeed and Toorabaz Khan guarantee on their part 
to provide tlie supplies. 

The troops remaining at Peshawur would suffer severely in tlic un¬ 
healthy months, whereas at Gundainuck, or on the plain of Ashjihan, the 
climate is favorable to European conslitufions, and would admit of Jella- 
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labad being frequently relieved. Such a position would, I conceive, be 
justifiable only if the Khyber Pass be open ; in whiflh case the resources 
of the Punjab and of Peshawur would also be optn t-> me. 1 should be 
too strong to apprehend risk from any attack of the enemy ; on the con¬ 
trary, it would be desirable if 1 c-ould meet them on a plain, and give 
them another instance of our superiority. My advanced position would 
further enable me, 1 hope, to efttKJt the liberation of the prisoners now 
with the enemy. If, howev(!r, I found that any unforeseen obstacles ren¬ 
dered it necessary for me to retire on Peshawur, 1 stiould not hesitate' to 
do so. 

If I were to alvanea wltli tlie intention of merely withrlrawliig the 
garrison of Jell.llalta 1, my snenesi in advancing mast cliieily depend oa 
concealing my intentions ; for althong'i (if I succeed in any negotiation 
to open the Pass) every ijreeantion will be taken by me to secure a safe 
retreat, I must expect that every man will rise to molest our relurii, as 
tlicy would be left to the iiieny of the Attghaii rulers ; and I must con¬ 
fess, I sliie(!rely believe tiiat our roturii(|l;re, unless 1 liave first an oppor¬ 
tunity of inflicting some, signal pnnishmout on the enemy, would have a 
very bad effect l){>tli far and near. 

Our connexion with tlie Sikh Government is professedly friendly, and 
the ciiiefs are, as far as I have observed, courteous, and j)eriiups well dis- 
jioscd towards ns ; but the bearing of tlie soldiery, one and all, is insolent, 
and they scniple not to express their wisii that we may meet with 
reverses. 'I'liey are a disorganized rabble, but dangerous as iR*ighljours. 
Our officers retpiire escorts between the camp and I'eshawur, and our 
sepoys or camp-followers dare not move beyond the pickets after dark. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 204.— Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumley. 

Camp, Komtliiir, Febniurp 'JS, IS 12. 

Sir, —It is with regret I report tliat two officers were yesterday 
.severely wounded in an attack on some of the hill tribes, who came down 
to carry otf camels a few miles from camp. It was reported to me tliat 
about sixty-six men were carrying off the camels to the hills,|^and I 
ordered out a troop of cavalry to recover tliem. Major Anderson, 
of the fifth Native Infantry, having reported the circumstance, and 
knowing the direction, offered to conduct the party. It ujipcared 
tiiat, before the troops rcaelu'd the spot, the villagers in the vicinity had 
driven off the party, and secured the camels, which was not known to the 
Major, who advaueod to the foot of the hills and skirted (hem for some 
disfam'e ; some of the enemy were overtaken, who defended tlieinsclvcs 
Well ; four of them were, killed, and those from the hills fired on our 
party. 1 beg to inclose a list of killed and wounded. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

D p 
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1 Rtmk and Sianes. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Remarks. 

1 

Cornet. 

T. E.Vibart . 


1 

5th Light Cavalry, doing 

1 

Tkoopebs. 

Ramzaun Khan . 

1 


duty, severely. 

2 

Chunduii Sing. 

mm 

i 

severely. 

I 

3 

Buldco Sing. 


1 

4 

Usman Khan . 


1 

> Slightly. 

5 

Mankun Khau. 


1 

1 

Knsion. 

T. M. B. Fraser Tyllcr, 
37th Native Infantry, 
doing duty with 26th 

1 


Severely. 


Native Infantry . 





No. 205.— The Governor-General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Fort William, March 19, 1842. 

Sin,—Ilaving taken into consideration the expediency of placing the 
command of all the troops in Lower Affghaiiisian and Sinde, in the 
hands of one officer, with a view to their being directed with uniformity 
of plan to the accomplishment of the objects detailed in our letter to 
your Excellency of loth instant, we have determined to place all those 
troops under the commatid of Major-General Nott, and in the event of 
casual!}', under that of Brigadier England, or the officer next to Major- 
Gtmeral Nott in rank who may bo there employed. 

2. We have likewise decided upon entrusting to Major-General Nott, 
and to such his successor, entire control over the several Political Agents 
there employed. 

3. Major-General Nott, or such his successor, will take such mea¬ 
sures and give such orders as he may think fit for equipping the whole 
force under his command in the most efficient manner, so that it may be 
capable of executing every movement and enterprise which can be 
required from an army in the field. 

4. Major General Nott will rely upon our constant support, and upon 
our jd^bing the most favorable interpretation upon all the measures he 
may deem it necessary to adopt in the execution of our orders. 

We have, &c., 

ELLENBOKonen, W. W. Bibd, W. C-isement, and H. T. Peinsep. 


No. 206 .—General Sir Jasper Nicolls to Mr. Clerk. 

Camp, Loodiana, March 5, 1842. 

Sib, —I have the honor to ackqpwledge the receipt of your letter of the 
3rd instant, from Amritsir, transmitting two demi-official letters from 
Major Outran), dated 17tb and 19th ultimo. 
















2. As Major Outram has fully explained his ojrinion, and made known 
his wants to the Governor-^General, through hiti* Lordship’s private 
secretary, and as you have duly supported them, by transmitting a copy 
of your letter above-mentioned, I cannot venture to anticipate his Lord¬ 
ship’s orders upon the requisitions therein made. 

3. The Pth Light Cavalry is now moving from Kurnaul to Fcroze- 
pore, and there are three Native Infantry regiments at the latter station. 
All these, Major Outram would desire to have, and in addition the 16th 
Lancers, and Irregular Cavalry. 

4. Whence Major Outram has drawn grounds for his opinion that an 
advance against Cabool is intended by Government, I know not. The 
dispatch of the loth of February, is of a decidedly opjtosite character, as 
to Major-General Pollock’s force—and, I think, Mr. Haddock’s instruc¬ 
tions to Major-General Nott, of the 10th of February, rather look to the 
rescue or relief of Kelat-i-Ghilzie and of Ghuznee, than to any advance 
upon Cabool. 

0 . You may very well remember ♦hat the authorities at Candahar, 
Quetta, and Sukkur, similarly anticipated and partly prepared for an 
advance upon Herat last year, which Government entirely disajtproved, 
and which cost the Bombay Government an exertion from which it has 
never yet recovered. 

6. I agree w'ith Major Outram, when he says, “ We have to pause 
for a season before comntencing our advance against Cabool.” Undoubt¬ 
edly, it would require the greatest part of 1842 to re-equip General 
Nott’s force, which had but ‘265 camels, and 148 bullot^ks, on the Ist of 
December, for 9,000 men, without followers, at Candahar. 

7. W’hat the Government may resolve to do in the present state ^ 
affairs beyond the Indus, especially in Candahar, we have yet to learn. 
The orders of tlie Governor-General in Council to Major Outriim, of t!ie 
31st of Jiinuaiy, on which the advance of Brigadier England to the 
Kojuck Pass is founded, make no mention of any movement being 
intended beyond the southern side of that Pass. 

8. If you feel certain that Government will authorize an advance upon 
Cabool from Candahar this year, 1 think Her Majesty's 3rd Dragootis 
should be sent to the southward, to join in the enterprise; but on this 
as on all o^ier points, it is our duty to await the authority and orders of 
the Governor-General in Council. 

I have, &c., 

J. N1CO1.1.S. 


No. 207 .—General Sir Jasper Nicolh to the Governor-General of 

India in Council. 

Loodiana, March (5, JS4'3. 

My Loud, —Having received intimation from Mr. Clerk, your Lord- 
ship’s Agent on this frontier, that he had transmitted a copy of his dis¬ 
patch to me, dated the 3rd instant, to the Secretary to Government, I 
have the honor to submit, for the information of your Lordship in Coun¬ 
cil, a copy of my letter of yesterday, in reply thereto. 


D D 2 
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2. Brigadier England states in his letter to Mr. Haddock, of the 
2f)th of January, th«5the troops should be above the Bolan Pass i» 
March ; no troops could, therefore, arrive in time to join him ; but 
if your l.ords!iip chooses to send either tiw 19th, Ist Light Infantry 
Battalion, oro'iii, to reinforce Sinde, your instructions, through Major- 
Geiienil Fast, will reach Feroze|)ore nearly as soon, perhaps as boats can 
be collected. I have put the 55th last, because it has not a field officer 
present. 

3. Major Delafosse’s troop of Artillery will march from Loodiana to¬ 
morrow evening, if possible, and will easily join Her Majesty’s 31st and 
the second division ere it can cross the river. 

4. The 9th Cavalry will reach Ferozcpore about the 20th instant. 

1 have, &c., 

• J. Nicolls. 


No. 203.— Major~Gcneral Pollock to Major-General T.umley. 

Camp, Kowvhur, March 3, 1842. 

Stn,—It is to me most painful that notwithstanding all my hopes about 
the state of the men, 1 am sorry to say there have l>een several desertions 
of late, and there is a feeling among many of the Hindoos of four llegi- 
ments of Brigadier Wild’s force, wliieh is most laiucutahle. 

A number of the unfortuiiaU* creatures from Cabool have come down 
here, aud have exaggerated their snth'riiigs, stating among other things, 
that altliough they were Bralimius, food was tlirnst down their throats by 
ftnssulmaiis, and they were spit upon. .Some men have also shown mu¬ 
tilated hands and feet, having been frost-bitten ; these things are said 
to have operated to cause a backwardness. 

I sent for Lieutenant-Colonel Tnllocb, who admitted that there was a 
bad feeling, wliieh he had just hoard of; he seemed to say that the men 
would not liesitate to go to Jellalabad to the relief of Sir ]{. Sale, but 
that they had a dread of proceeding to Cahool. 1 went to each of the 
other commanding officer.'-, viz., of tlie 3(it'i, 53rd, aud Gltli, and in¬ 
structed them to endeavor to find out wliat tlie real state of the case was. 
Eacli of these latter officers senimal to consider his own regiment free 
from any taint, but I laid reason to think otherwise, and 1 further believe 
tliat the causes I have mentioned were, brought forward by the men to 
screen them from a suspicion of fear, which, in my opinion, was the real 
cause. 

The affairs which have already taken place in this quarter, and in 
whicli tliose corps are conecriiod, were so disastrous, that they have, in 
my ojiinion, produced the feeling whieli now unhapjiily exists. In conse¬ 
quence of wliat 1 have stated, his Excellency and Goveriuneiit will sup¬ 
pose that I am doubly anxious to open tlie Khyber Pass, whicli those 
regiments evidently dread. 

Tlie vicinity of the Sikli troo])s is perplexing, for they would not only 
delight in the feeling I have mentioned, but have I am told, endeavoured 
to eucourage it. 1 have, therefore, been obliged to prevent them coming 
into our camp. 
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I feel, M, iHich a crisis, the want of more Eurogean troops for their 
presence -would give confidence to the native soldier^ 

Captain Napleton and other officers of the 60th have been doing their 
utmost to bring their men to a proper feeling, and expect a siurcessfiil 
resxilt; tlie 53rd are equally im[>licated, but I have just heard, from both 
Lieutenant-Cqlonel Tulloch and Major Hoggan, that considerable reaction 
has taken placej and they hope to report all right before to-rnorrow 
evening. 

I cannot help remarking here, that this is the second instance o'.' 
misconduet on the part of the, GOtli since they liave arrived here, from 
wliieh 1 feel inclined to believe their internal economy is not such as it 
should bo. I inspected them a few days ago, in marching order, atid 
iiave never seen a finer-looking regiment. At Cawnporc I retmllect 
them in excellent order. 

Were I differently situated I might attempt coercive measures, Im* 
surrounded us I am by the Sikhs, and witliin hearing of the I’ass, 1 tliink 
sucli a measure should on all accounts be avoided ; it might risk tln- 
safety of the force, which I consider of the utmost importance. 'I'he 
feeling to wdiich 1 liave alluded was rejtorted to me the day befoi<> 
yesterday by Lieutenant Veruer, wlm very proj)erly considered it right 
^ that 1 sliould iminediatf'ly be iufornurd, and I should have rejiorted the 
<-ircumstance yestfsrday, but that I had strong hopes from the measures 
1 took, that 1 should l)C able to suppress it, and was unwilling to give 
unnecessary alarm, although iny anxiety as to the result has been greater 
than 1 can express. 

1 sliall address you daily on this subject by express, until I feel confi¬ 
dent that all ar(' willing to go on ; they all profess their willingness to die 
it) action in the plains, but they dread Caltool when approached tlirough 
these passes. 

1 hav(? scut express to Licutenant-Culonol Wliitc, to hasten Iiis advance 
as mneli as possible, as the presence tif liis force is urgently required : 
at the same time 1 liave fold him that he must not overwork his cattle. 
1 am sorry to say that t-'aptain Tibbs has not arrived yet, and 1 fear be 
will not till the 8th instant. * 

1 have iiof received any direct aeeounls from Jellalabad for tlic last 
three or four days, but the ox-Chief of Lalpoora received a letter from 
Lalpoora to-day, lueutioiiiiig that all was well at Jellalabad. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No, 204.— Major-General Lumlcy to 3Ir. Mnddoch. 

Loodiana, March 9, 18J2. 

Sir, —I have the honor, by direction of his Excellency tlio Com- 
mauder-iu-Chief, to forward, for the information of the Right Honour¬ 
able the Governor General of India in Council, copy of a dispatch from 
Major-General G. Pollock, C.R. commanding tlie troops, at Peslmwur, 
dated the 3rd instant, reporting the existence of an unsoldier-like feeling 
in some of the. native corps of his force. 

I have, &c., 


J. R. Ldmlet, 
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No. 205.'—General^^Sir Jaxp^ NicoUs to the Governor-General of 
' India in Council. 

Loodianai March 9, ] 842. 

My Lord, —I have the honor to submit to your Lordship, in Council* 
a copy of a letter, this day received from Major-General Pollock, in the 
first paragraph of which he acknowledges his receipt of the orders 
convejed to me in your Lordship’s dispatch of the loth of February, 
regarding the withdrawal of Sir R. Sale’s force to Peshawur, with the 
least possible delay. 

2. The Adjutant-General will transmit by tliis post, a copy of the 
dispatch to his address alluded to by the Major-General, in paragraph 4. 

3. On the 4th instant, 1 had the honor to transmit, for your Lordship’s 
information, a copy of Major-General Pollock’s letter, of the 27th ultimo, 
now mentioned in the third paragraph. 

4. Yesterday I received, and forwarded to Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart, 
a report of Brigadier White’s brigade having reached Dhinga, on the 
5th instant. The great detention upon the Kavee will interfere much 
with the Major-General’s calculations ; but I am confident that time will 
nut be thrown away by the Brigadier. 

5. The orders which the Major-General was so desirous to receive, 
touching the prisoners at C’abool and elsewhere, will be in liis hands 
to-morrow or next day. The copy of Mr. Secretary Maddock’s dispatch, 
of the 24th of February, to the Major-General, was received by me three 
days ago. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 206.— Major-General Pollock to General Sir Jasjirr JVicolls. 

Camp, near Peshawvr, March 3, 184'2. 

Sir, —I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated 25th ultimo, inclosing a copy of a dispatch from the Right Honora¬ 
ble the (jflSvernor-General in Council, of date the 15th ultimo. 

My letters since my arrival here will have informed you of the mea¬ 
sures which I have taken to efiect the relief of the .lellalabad garrison, 
and the causes which have detained me here ; also of the steps which 
have been taken with a view to bring about a negotiation with the Khy- 
beree ; this negociation is still in progress, and I trust there is reason 
to hope that, by it, my advance through the Khyber will bo unopposed. 

3. In my letter of tlic 27th ultimo, to the address of Colonel J. I.uard, 
Military Secretary, I have enumer.itcd certain favorable circuinstances 
which, I have submitted for the consideration of Government, as justifying 
my maintaining a position near Jellalabad, but I have subsequently 
heard, with the deepest sorrow, of circumstances which would, I appre¬ 
hend, render such a proceeding objectionable, if not attended with risk. 
I however hope that I may not have difficulty in persuading the Native 
regiments to enter the Khyber, if I advance merely for the purpose of 
withdrawing Sir R. Sale’s force. 

4 I have this day forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army, a 
detail of the painful circumstances above alluded to ; they have caused 
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roe the greatest grief, and it is very distressing to me to be obliged to 
report conduct so disgraceful to the regiments conc(I;«ed. 

3. My communications with Jellalabad have been closed for the last 
three days, and should this continue I shall feel myself compelled to 
advance to Sir R. Sale’s relief as soon as possible ; on the other hand, 
should I receive letters from him by which 1 find that he can hold his 
post so long, I shall of course halt here until the arrival of the 1st 
Brigade of my reinforcements, viz., about the 22nd instant. 

6. I have written to-day “ express,” to expedite the march of Colonel 
White’s brigade. 

7. Supposing the negotiation to %hich I have already alluded is com¬ 
pleted, I shall not have difficulty in reaching Jellalabad ; but the first 
march which I make with Sir R. Sale’s force towards Pesliawur, will 
convince tlie Affgban nation that the British Government no longer intend 
to keep a pernianeut footing in that country, and this belief will have the 
effect of closing the Khyber Pass in my rear ; hut we shall advance with 
the least possible baggage, and I do not feel any doubt as to our being 
able to force our passage and to crush any force wiiicli may be brought 
against us. 

8. The above is the ojily plan which it is in my power to effect for the 
relief of the garrison of Jellalabad, as late events hiive too plainly j)roved 
that a negotiafion for its retreat could not be depended on for a niomcait. 

9. I attacli the greatest importance to its being generally believed 
that we advance towards Cabool, and not only on Jellalabad. 

10. The (Jovernnient have not yet given any powers, that I am aware 
of, to negotiate concerning the many Britisli subject who are now prison¬ 
ers at Cabool ; on my arrival at Jellalabad I shall do all that will be in 
my power to obtain their release, but 1 am anxious that minute instruc¬ 
tions may be sent on this point. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 207. — The Quarter-Master Gena'al of the Army to Mr. 

Maddoch. 

Loodiana, March 9, 1842. 

Sir, —T have the honor, by desire of the Commander-in-Cliief, to re¬ 
port, for the information of Government, that his Excellency has this day 
ordered the 3rd Light Infmtry battalion to march from Meerut lo 
Kurnaul, and the 6tli Irregular Cavalry from Barrilly to Umballa, where 
they are to be respectively stationed for the present. 

I have, &c., 

W. G.4KDEN. 


No. 208.— Major-General Lmnley to Mr. Maddoch. 

Camp, Doarke-ke-Scrai, March 10, 1842. 
Sir,— I have the honor, by direction of his * Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, to annex, for the information of the Right Honorable 
the Governor-General of India in Council, copy of a dispatch from 
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Major-General G. Pollock, C.B., dated the 4th instant, on the state of 
feeling in some oti he corps under his command, with copies of letters 
from the officers commanding the 63rd and 64th Kegiments, on the same 
subject. 

•" 1 have, See., 

J. R. Lumley. 

No. 209.— Major-Geticral Pollock to MaJor~Gmu<ral Lumley. 

Camp,’Kownlmr, March 4, 1842. 

Sin,—I have the honor to forward a letter this day received from 
Major Hoggan, Commanding the 53rd Regiment of Native Infantry. I 
have understood that there are certain men in the regiments who have 
encouraged tlie feeling which has prevailed, and whose discharge from 
the service would be desirable ; I shall hereafter forward their names. 
If I had had the power to di.scharge them 1 would have done so, but 
although they may have returned to a sense of duty on tlie present 
occasion, some of them are considered spokesmen. The treaty with the 
Aurukzyes for a free jiassage of the pass, will, I hope, be concluded in 
five or six days, when 1 hope to move forward. ‘ My force is too small toa 
divide, otherwise I would leave a regiment at Ali Musjid. If I can 
make any arrangement for our passage through on our return I will do so, 
but such a thing is higldy improbable. I have not yet received a 
satisfactory report from Lieutenant-Colonel Tullock, commanding 60th 
Regiment. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 210.— Major Hocjgan to Captain Ponsonhy, Assistant 
Adjutant- General. 

Sin,—I have the honor to state, for the information of Major-General 
Pollock, C.R., Commanding, that all those Hindoo Sepoys of the 53rd 
Regiment Native Infantry, who had a few days ago allowed theniscives, 
in an unguarded moment, to evince feelings so immediately o[)posed to 
those of soldiers, have now unanimously expressed their contrition, and 
have the most satisfactory assurances, through their respective couimand- 
ing officers, that I shall never again have occasion to be disideased with 
them, and tliat they will strive in future to deserve the favourable opinion 
of the Major-General. 

I have, &c., 

1 . Hoggan. 

No. 211.— Lieutenant-Cohnel Moseley to Captain Ponsonhy. 

Camp, Kowulsur, March 2, 1842. 

Sin,—Having instituted an inquiry into the feeling at present existing 
in the 64th Regiment Native Infantry, under jny command, 1 have the 
satisfaction to report, for the information of Major-General Pollock, 
C.B., Commanding, that the order to advance, whenever received, will be 
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ob^ed with the greatest cheerfulness by both officers and men of the 
Kugiuient. 

In proof of what I have before stated, not many days ago several of 
the niou of the “^tii conij)any came to the captain of that company, 
requesting tlmt in the event bl im advance movement, and tliej happened 
to be killed, that the proceeds of their several estates might be sent to 
the individuals there mentioned, 

I l»ve, &c., 

C. W. Moseley. 

No. 212.- — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

» Camp. Kou'uhur, yiarch 6, 1842. 

Sib, —I have the honor to transmit hercwitli an qrigiiial letter from His 
Majesty Siiah Shooja to Uie Governor-Gwiei-al ; also a free translation 
tliereof. I also iiielose .copies of letters from Sir 11. Sale, Captain 
Maegregor, and Captain J. Conolly. The former liring down aceounts 
from Jellalabad to the 1st instant. It is satisfactory to know that on the 
•1st the grass-cutters still continued to bring in forage. 

Mr. Clerk, in a late letter, mentions that tlie dragoons may be here on 
tlie l()tli, though 1 almost fear I cannot expect liiem before the 20th. I 
consider it of the utmost inqiortance that they and tlie Horse Artillery 
should accompany me : their jiresence will give confidence, I liope, to the 
Sepoys. The feeling among tliem, which has lately lieon smothered, has 
not, 1 fear, been wholly extinguished. ^The example of some may stimu¬ 
late others to udvance, but notliiiig is so likely to do it as the presence 
of more European troops. The jiresencc of the Cavalry when I cleSr 
the Pass is very desirable, to meet tiiose now with Mahomed Akbar on 
more equal terms. JJegotiatious eontinue with the Aurukzyes, but I 
cannot say that 1 am very sanguine tliat our difficulties will be lessened 
by tlieir exertions. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 213 .—General Sir R. Sale to Captain Ponsonby. 

Jellalabad, February 27, 1842. 

Sir,— Since the 21st we havt; been unable to obtain grass for our 
horses, excepting by supporting our foraging parties in force, and risk¬ 
ing an engagement ; and have onee sacrilied our forage in part rather 
than compromise our troops and camp followers. All hope of our re¬ 
taining the uninterrupted command of this supi>ly has been nearly pre¬ 
cluded for the present by the events of yesterday. 

Mahomed Akbar moved his camp, in (lie course of the morning, from 
Ciur Khail to a line of forts witliiu two thousand yards of us, formerly 
occupied by the Ghikie chiefs, l!zccz Khan and Gool Mahomed Khan. 

About half-past 10, a. m., lie invested this place to the southward and 
westward, showing a force of about fifteen hundred horse and not fewer 
than five hundred Ooloose and other foot. The latter availed themselves 
of all the old walls yet left standing, and every inequality of; ground 
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witliin eifflit hniidred yards, and partially occupied tlie rocky mounds so 
often referred to fa* my dispatclies. They thus sustained a continued 
fire of jezails for about seven hours holding their horse in reserve on the 
hills. Tlic height of our restored parapets secured us from a single 
casualty on our side ; and though I prohibited any general fire of musket¬ 
ry from the walls, the enemy lost men from the round shot, shells, and 
spherical case of our batteries, and the practice of a few selected marks¬ 
men with rifles and wall pieces. 

I wish you, however, to inak(^ Major-General Polhx.-k fully aware that 
our serious difliculties on the score of forage arc; hourly increasing. 

1 have, &c., 

R. Sale. 


No. 214.— The Gorurnor-Geiwral of India to the Secret Committee. 

llrimien, April'20, K'o. I, 1842. 

IIoxoHABLE Sirs, —In a despatch from Major-General Pollock, dated 
the 19th ultimo, and received in Calcutta on the 2nd instant, arrived a 
copy of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Paliuor, (ionnnandant at Ghuz- 
iiec, to the ofliccr conunaufling at Jcllalabud, dated March l.st, 1842, in 
which that otficer reports that he. had entered into terms to evacimte the 
citadel and fort of Ghuznee, in six days. 

Your Honorable Committee will perceive from the Gazette, in which 
Lieutcnant-f'olonel Palmer’s rcpor||,was published, that it apjieared neces¬ 
sary to the Government to submit the otlicer’s conduct, in so surrender¬ 
ing the citadel of Ghuznee, to the judgment of fiourt-Martial. 

It appeared at the same time to the Government, to be right formally 
to declare, that the conduct of Major-General Elphinstone should be 
submitted to the judgment of a Court-Martial, .and to announce the in¬ 
tention of the Government to instituti?, at the earliest possible period, a 
full inquiry into the conduct of the political functionaries at Cabool. 

I li.ave the honor to inclose a copy of a letter wliich on the siime date 
was addressed to His Excellency tlie (.'ommandcr-in-Chief on this subject. 

I have, &e., 

Ellenborocgh. 


No. 21.'».— Major-Genera! Polloeh to Mr. 3faddoc!<. 

Camp, Kou'ulmr, March 19, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to transmit herewith, copies of letters from Sir 
Robert R. Sale, dated 11th instant, Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, dated 
1st instant, and from Captain McGregor, dated 12th instant. From the 
l.attcr it will ajipear that they are not urgent for my arrival till the 6th 
or 7th proximo, under the belief that the reinforcement will reach me. 

Brigadier White Ims, 1 am glad to say, answered to my several “ cx- 
])resses,” by coining on* with the cavalry and horse artillery; and by letter 
received to-day, I hope he will reach my camp by the 28th. I fear the 
negotiations about the Khvber are not likely to terminate fa vounably ; 
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unaccountable delay which has been taken place,'* makes it, I fear, 
hopeless. 

I have, &c., 

Gfit). Pollock. 

No. 216.— JJeutetiant-Colonel Palmer to the. Officer Commanding 

at Jellalabad. 

Ohiiztwp, March I, ISt’J. 

Sir,—T t is with much concern I acquaint you tliat, from want of water, 
and by an overpowering forces under cover, and within fifty yards of us in 
tlie city, I have been compelh^d to ent(?r into U-rnis to evacuate, the citadel 
and fort, within six days. The garrison is t(> occHj)y tlie north-east corner 
of the town. The garrison is exhausted by fatigue and constant ilnty, 
and the men have suffered greatly from cold, the tliermoini^ter having been 
M d(!grees below zero. The terms are, lionorable treatment and safety 
whilst here and on the march to Cabool, solemnly sworn to by the cliiefs. 
In capitulating, 1 have »only a.(-ted up to the orders of Major Pottihger 
and General El[)huistone, who directed me, in an official letter, to 
evacuate tlm citadel and city on the arrival of Rohilla Khan, son of 
Ameenoolah Khan, Sirdar of Logiir. This chief arrived, and ])roinised 
to escort us in safety to Cabool. Ameer Shumsoodeen Fxhan, nephew fif 
Dost Mahomed Khan, has also arrived as Governor of Ghuzuec!, and as 
I’olitical Agent. I r(!ceived instructions to march, iinmediatfdy on his 
aiTival, for Cabool, from the late Sir W. Macnaghlen, Hart. Abandoned 
as this garrison has been, “in the very centre of the (Miemy’s country, cut 
ofi' than all coinniunication with any quarter, and without a sufficiency of 
water, even at this season, with two hundred men detached to hold an 
out-j)ost, which is destitute of water, and must have fallen in forty-eight 
hours, nothing but capitulation remained. From the out-post falling 
into the hands of the enemy, they would command our otdy well, and, 
coinmariding the fort, the whole garrison would have IxiCn destroyed in 
a few (lavs. The bearer has received only subsistence on the road, and is 
to receive a handsomi' r<!ward on delivering this letter. We have up¬ 
wards of 100 sick and wounded, and 137 casualties. The officers, 
iiiiduding Cajuain Ihirnett, o4tli, and Lieutenant Crawford, Shah 
Sliooja’s force, arc; all well. 

1 have, &c., 

T. Palmer. 

P.S.—There is great reason to fear for our safety, as there aro thou¬ 
sands of Ghazees in the c,ity whom the chiefs cannot disperse. The snow 
is still deep. No tidings from the southward, but report says the troops 
hold the city of Candalmr, and are daily fighting. 

No. 217 .—Notification bg Order of tire Governor-General of India 

in Council. 

Fort William, April 4, 1842. 

The following copy of a dispatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, 
Comman(ling at Ghuziiee, to the address of the Offictr Commanding at 
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Jellivlabad, dated t^lst March 1842, is published for general information 
by order of the Gom-nor-General in Council. 

The Governor-General in Council has directed that the Commander-in- 
chief will submit the conduct of Licuteuaut-Colohel Palmer, in surren¬ 
dering the citadel of Gliuzncc, to the judgment of a Court-martial, at the 
earliest iieriod which such court can be dul}' assi'mbled. 

The Governor-General in Council has already (on the 28th of January 
last) directed that a full military inquiry shall be made into all the 
circuinstaiicos conuected with the direction and conduct of the troops at 
Cabool, at the earliest period at which such an inquiry may be 
practicable. 

The Governor-General in Council has now directed that the conduct 
of Major-General El))hinstono in Aiighaiiistan, shall be submitted to the 
judgment of a Court-Martial, at tlu! earliest period at which such court 
can be duly assembled. 

The Governor-General in Council will further direct that a full inquiry 
shall likewise be made into the conduct of all the jtolitical functionaries 
employed at Cabool, at the earliest possible jaTiod after he shall be in 
possession of ctirtain material doenmimts, of which liejias already ordered 
the immediate traasnii.ssion to Goveniniciit. 

By order of the Right Ilooorablc the Governor-General of India in 
CounciL 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 218.— Mr. Maddock to General Sir Jasper Micolls. 

Fort William, April 4, 1842. 

Sib, —The Governor-General in Council has had under consideration, 
the letter from Lieutiaiant-Colonel J^ilmer, dated Ghuznee, the 1st 
March, 1812, addressed to the Officer eominanding at Jellalabad, in 
which Lientenant-Colonel Palmer, ri'ports his having entered into terms 
of capitulation of the citadel of Gliuzuee. 

2. The Governor-General direi-ts tl.at your Excellency will submit 
the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Puliner, in so surrendering the 
citadel of Ghuznee, to the judgment of a Court-Martial at the earliest 
period at which such court can be duly assembled. 

3. Tlie Governor-General in Council lias, already (on the 28th of 
January last) direeti'd that your Exeellency will cause a full military 
inquiry to be made into the eircnnistaiices connected with the direction 
and conduct of th.e troops at (,'abool, at the earliest period at which such 
an iiKjuirv may be jiractii’idde. 

4. The Governor-(.rct!(>ral in Council now directs that your Excellency 
will submit the conduct of Major-General Elphinstonc, in AHghanistan, 
to the judgment of a Court-Martial at the earliest period at which sucli 
court can l)e didy assembled. 

.'3. The Governor-General in Council will on his part cause a fidl 
inquiry to be made into the conduct of all the political functionaries 
einjiloycd at Cabool, at the earliest possible period after he shall be in 
possession of certain fiiaterial documents, of which he has already ordered 
the immediate transmission to Government. 

I have, &c.. 


T. II. Maiidocr. 
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No. 219.— The Gofvernor-General of India to the Secret Coiumiltec^ 

•* 

Benarcft, April 21, No. 3, 1342. 

IIoNoii.vBLB Sirs,— I have already addressed a letter, from this place, 
to the Honorable the Court of Directors, to announce my departure from 
the Presidency to the North-West Provinces, and my progress to this 
station, en route to Allahabad, where I shall for a time fix my head¬ 
quarters. 

2. The imi>edimcnts to correspondence attendant on a journey by 
dak, more particularly at this season of the y( ar, will preclude me from 
entering into a full and comjdete detail of all the important proceedings 
of the Government, during tlu; lust month, in the Secret and Political 
Department ; but I will endeavour, during my short stay at this place, to 
arrange for the inforination of your Floiioraidc Committee, a precis of the 
most interesting events whieh have occurred, and have been reported to 
me, since the date of the last disj)atchcs from the Govcnior-Goncral in 
Council, transmitted to the Home authorities by the last mail. 

3. Confining myself chiefly in this dispatch to tlic correspondi'nec 
relative to the jirogress oi' events in Afigliaidstau, I have to refer your 
Honorable Committee to the iuclosures of this dispatch. 

4. From these you will learn that the garrison of .lellalabad, under 
the command of Major-Gcneriil Sir R. S.d(', has contiiiiKsl to ujdiold tla; 
honor and rejmtatiou of tiie British arms, by maintaining its position 
against a large besieging force of the. einany, headed by Mahomed Akl)ar 
Khan, under great privations from a seareily ol’ provisions for the men, 
and forage for the cattle, with a degree of spirit and devotion that has 
gained for the officers and men comi)()sing Sir R. Sale’s small force, the 
sympathy and admiration of tiieir countrymen in India, and has entitled 
them to the gratitude andap])hm!;e of the Indian Government. 

a. Ytmr Honorable Committee is aware that the fortifications of Jel- 
lalabad, raised principally by the zeal and assiduity of the garrison, had 
sustained considerable injury by the violent earthquake which occurred in 
that vicinity on the 19th Feltruary. The damages were spetidily repaired 
by the unwearied exertions of the garrison, and the troops have since 
continued to maintain their ))ost with little loss, availing themselves of 
every opportunity' to make sorties against the besiegers, which have been 
invariably attended w'ith success to our arms, and with discomfiture and 
serious loss to the enemy. Major-General Sir R. Sale, without ever 
hazarding tiie safety of his garrison and post, has, on many of these 
occasions, inflicted severe injury on the besieging army, and has, by the 
promptness and vigour of his sallies, secured for himself the forag<! 
grounds of the immediate neighbourhood, and, on a late o<'casion, in an 
affair of great brilliancy, succeeded in capturing a large flock of sheep, 
led out to j)asture within 800 yards of the walls, in the face of Mahomed 
Akbar’s army. And it should be rccordfid to the credit of this galhuit 
band, that its spirit and energy have not relax<!d evcji afUu- the rep(>ated 
disappointment of its expectations of early relief, and under the dis¬ 
couraging circumstances of the failure of Brigadier Wild’s . attempt fo 
fiwee the Khyber Pass, and of the whole of the troops, both European and 
native, being straightened for provisions, with a deficiency of ammuni¬ 
tion, and apparently dependent entirely on their own resources alone. 
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6. I ferf it to be a jAeasing duty to dwell on the gallant and loyal 
services of the sinatt.force under Sir R. Sale, placed in circumstances of 
so much difficulty and peril, with an active and inveterate enemy in their 
front and the Khyber Pass closed upon them in their rear, and I have 
now the satisfaction of informing you, that their enduring and persever¬ 
ing resistance to the enemy has probably ere this been brought to a 
happy close by the flight of Mahomed Aklwir, and the appearance of Ma¬ 
jor-General Pollock’s army in tlic j)luins of Jellalubad. 

7. Your Honorable Committee is aware that the Major-General, on 
his arrival in the camp before Peshawur, found the four infantry regi¬ 
ments under Brigadier Wild, dispirited from their recent faili^ before 
All Musjid, eufecbled by an epidemic which had thrown a large portion 
of the force into hospital, and looking forward to another advance into 
the Khyber with so nineh horror, tliat even the arrival of Her Majesty’s 
9th Regiment of Foot failed to inspire the native troops with their usual 
confidence, and it thence became an object with the Major-General to 
defer his advance for the relief of Jellalabad till he should be joined by 
that portion of the reinforcing troops which was still in the rear. This 
consisted of one troop of Horse Artillery, Her Majesty's 3rd Light 
Dragoons, the 1st Regiment Light Cavalry, and Her Majesty's 31st Foot, 
besides details. This communication between Jellalabad and Peshawur 
was, at this time, very irregular : Init Major-General Pollock succeialed, 
with some difficulty in informing Sir Robert Sale of the state of affairs 
in his camp, and fhe clear expediency of his waiting, if jiossihle, for tlie 
jnnefion of the whole of his force, before he aftetnpted a moi cnient, adding, 
however, that whimever Sir R. Sale should feel hiin.self reduced to such 
straits that h(^ had no prospect of holding out longer unless relieved, the 
attempt should at all hazards made. 

8. The scarcity of provisions at Jellalabad, particularly of meat for 
the European soldiers, and the great difliculty of longer feeding the cat¬ 
tle, convinced Major-Gem-ral Pollock that he could not prudently defer 
his advance till he should l)(! joined by Her Majesty’s 31st Foot, which 
was not expected to cross the Indus before the middh; of the present 
month, and he had consequently resolved to wait only for the arrival of 
the cavalry and guns, which were (‘xpected to join him by the end of 
March. After the arrival of these troops, however, further di.day became 
unavoidable, in conseipience, first, of heavy rain, and, secondly, of 
the arrangements necessary to be made with Rajah Golab Sing, ami the 
other generals of the Sikh army of co-operation, as to the particular 
service which th-"" were to jierform in fonnng the pusses, and the force 
cvonld not tlerefore coifujionee its march till the .oth instant. 

9. Ji'ajor-General Polfhfck’s dispatch, a cojiy of wliich forms the in¬ 
closure Xo. 17, willfully ink)i.|n your Cominitfei? of the suceessfid com¬ 
mencement of this <)peraf\i(,n j and the Notification which I have 
publishi^d on the occasion wili^ show how highly 1 appreciate the scrvice.s 
of Her Majesty’s and the Hiyhoj-ayc Company’s troops, and the zealous 
co-operation afforded by Rie Sikh army. After the favourable com¬ 
mencement of the advanc^, on Jellalabad, I trust that we need not antici¬ 
pate any further opj)ositif,j, which cannot be easily overcome in the only 
remaining strong points ;of the defile, a short distance from Dakka, where 
we arc likely to meet with oi>position. And I hope, before the dispatch 
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of this letter, to have it in my power to congratulate ypur Committee on 
the safe arrival of the army before Jellalabad. 

10. Your Committee will gather from Major-General Pollock’s previ¬ 
ous dispatches, and his correspondence with Captain Maekeson, that 
negotiations had for some time been in progress with Maliks of , the 
Khybcr tribes for a free j)assage through the defile. I am not clearly 
informed of this precise point at whicli these negotiations had arrived at 
tiie date of Major-General Pollock’s advance ; but it appem-s generally, 
that the Maliks had evinced a willingness to treat, but could not entirely 
overcome the bigotry of the tribes, or depend on their forbearance and 
submission to tlte terms to which the chiefs would have themselves 
agreed. Opposititm, though feel)le, was niadt? to our adviince, and a 
portion of the money promised to tlie Maliks had been actually paid to 
them. Mahomed Akbar Khan appears to have sent a portion of his own 
liiree as far as Ali Musjid, to co-o])erate in the opposition to our advance ; 
lint his troops retired from tin; position which they had taken up, on the 
night of the oth instant, and the fort of z\li Musjid was found evacuated, 
and was immediately ()eein)ie(l by a llritish detachment. 

11. I have .said that I lie Sikh army co-operated efficiently with 
Major-Gem‘ral Pollock’s force, in the storming t>f the a])prouclies 
to Ali Musjid, and when the disorganized state of that army, and 
(lui coinjnilsion placed on llajah Golab Sing, in ordering him on 
this service, with the most trustwortiiy of the whole Sikh army, 
wIk'ii his own interests called loudly for his presence in another 
and distant <piarter of the Sikh dominions, arc fairly considered, 
\our Honorable Committee will n-gard these services as a very strong 
proof of the fidelity of tlu; Lahore Durbar, and of its steady friendship 
to the Jlritisli Government : and 1 am anxious to mark, in the strongest 
maimer, the sense which 1 entertain of the steady attachment to our in¬ 
terests which has been on this occasion displayed by the Government of 
Maharajah Shere Sing. 

12. 1 have n-ferred, in a separate letter, to the lamentable convention 
1 ‘iitercd into on the 1st ultimo, by Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, command¬ 
ing the fortress of Ghuznee, by wliieh that otlieer stipulated to evacuate 
the citadel in six days, on an engagement, on the part of the hostile 
troop.s, to convey the garrison in safety to Pesluiwur. No authentic ae- 
eouiits have been ri'ceived from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer since the date 
of ids letter atmouueing this convention ; hut, from the concurrence of 
native reports received through difl’ereut cluumels, there remains little 
doubt of the ev.aeuatiou having aetiially taken jdace, and of the garrison 
having fallen victims to the fiiry of fanatic Ghazees, who were numerous 
in the town. 

1 .‘f. Party dissension appears, from the letters of Lieutenant Conolly, 
to liave been carried to sueli a height at Cabool, as effectually to have 
prevented the chiefs from combining in any efforts often threatened, to 
eipiip a force for the reduction of Jellalabad ; and Mahomed Akbar has 
in consequence been left to prosecute with little or no aid from the. capital 
tile siege of that place. , 

14. The British prisoners at Cabool appear to owe their safety to the 
friendly protection of Nawab Zeman Khan, to whom Shall Shooja is 
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*epreseirte<l as hostile, and from Whom he has frequently demanded the 
•delivery of the prisoners. 

•15. A constant correspondence has been maintained between Shah 
Shooja and Captain Macgregor at Jellalabad, in which the former labours 
•to prove his uninterrupted devotion to British interests, and to induce 
this Government to grant him pecuniary aid. He has also addressed 
letters to me, pud to my Agent on the north-west frontier, in which he 
oilers an explanation of the origin of the insurrection at Cabool in 
November last; and represents the manner in which, if his advice bad 
been taken, it might have been suppresscil, and the safety of our troops 
miglyt at all events have l)een secured. I have not thought it. proper to 
notice these letters, and 1 wait for fuller jiurticujars pf-all the incidents 
v/hie.h preceded and follmvcd the tragedy at Cabool, before I can venture 
to form a judgment of the degree of culpability attaching to the several 
actors in those lamentable transactions. I have not yet received the 
statements of Major Pottinger, which are known to have reached Captain 
Macgi’egor in the mouth of January last ; but 1 may expeed these docu¬ 
ments, or other means of ascertaining facts now doubtful, from Major- 
General Pollock, .soon after bis an-ival at Jellalabad. 

16. The post of Kelat-i-Ghilzye appears to have continued unmo¬ 
lested since tl.e date of tlie last report to your Committee. But the 
army under Atta Maliomed has been ke]>t together, notwithstanding his 
defeat by Major-General Nott ; and assumed an attitude wliieh gave that 
General hopes, more than oime, of being able to bring it to action. For 
some time the state of the weather prevented his undertaking operations 
in the field, but at length he marched out of Catidoliar, about the 7th 
ultimo, with tl>e greater part of the force to attack tlie enemy ; and when 
he had been led in the pursuit t<» a distance of nearly thirty miles from 
Candahar, a strong detacliment from the enemy’s army, passing his flank, 
made a sudden and rapid movement on Candahar, and, arriving before 
the city, commenced a desperate assault, in which they succeeded in 
obtaining possession of one of the gates, but were ultimately, after 
a se\ere struggle, repulsed with heavy loss. This occurred on the 11th 
ultimo, and 1 liavc not heard of any subsequent engagoiueuts in that 
quarter. 

17... In consequence of the scarcity of funds in the treasure chest at 
(.hmdahar, and tlic difiiculty thence arising of negociating bills on Shikar- 
pore and other places, but at heavy loss, and in const queiice also of a 
deficiency in some essential articles of medicine for the use of the hospi¬ 
tals, much anxiety had been expressed by the authorities at Candahar for 
the early transmission of an escrort from Upjier Sinde through Quetta in 
charge of supplies of cash and inedieiiies. Major-Goueral Kngland, 
comma.uding in Upper Sinde, had been preparing to advance with 
a complete brigade to Shawl, in support of Major-General Nott, whether 
with a view to cover his retreat, if he decided on retrograding, or to 
keep up the communication with him if he resolved to maintain him¬ 
self at Candahar. The Major-General did not expect to be able to 
commence bis march from the valley of the Indus before the latter 
end of March, and he"was averse to move his troops forward in detach¬ 
ments, but intended to carry up through the Bolan Pass a complete 
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with or not. We were disposed to consider the measure unriecessap', as 
the requisition of Miyor Outram appeared to have, originated in an 
unfounded apprehension of an impending insurrection in Sinde, and as 
the amount of force, which Brigadier England proposed to leave for the 
protection of the country below the Bolaii I’iws, seemed to us to be fully 
adequate to that end. We were, besides, convinced that the corps 
required could not be put in motion in time to produce the effect desired. 

3. From the correspondence before us, we are unable to ascertain on 
what grounds, or by what authorit}'. Brigadier Webber has taken upon 
himself to order the I9th Ilegiracnt to Sinde, but the entire responsibility 
of the measure would appear to rest with that officer. He had not, as 
far as we can gather from the correspondence, received any instructions 
from your Excellency to that effect ; and the oidy intimation we have of 
the. measure originating in any communication from Mr. Clerk is to be 
found in his letter to your Excellency of the 8th instant, in the last 
paragraph of which he says, “ I have taken the liberty to prepare 
Lieutenant-Colonel Eckford, commanding at Ferozepore, for the receipt 
of your Excellency’s orders for the immediate dispatch of a regiment, in 
compliance with Major Outram’s reqiiisition.” 

4. But here we see no aufhority to justify the officer commanding at 
Ferozepore in detaching the 19tli llegimcnt to Sukkur, without the 
express sanction of the head of the Army ; and we .shall not^ be satisfied 
that Brigadier Webber has not acted precipitately and iinjTOperly, till we 
receive such an explanation of his conduct as your Excellency will no 
doubt have called for. 

5. As far as we are at present informed, we cftunot but regret the 
dispatch of the 19th Regiment Native Infantry from Ferozepore to Sinde, 
and that the m(®} particularly, as we fear that the season will be too far 
advanced for its return, even if its recall at this moment should not on 
I)olitical grounds, be expedient. 

We have, &c., 

Ellesbokough, W. Casement, W. W. Bird, & H. T. Pkinsei-. 


No. 222.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Peshawuii , Mirch 7, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to forward copy of letter received this morning 
from Jellalabad, of date the 22nd ultimo. 

I yesterday forwarded one from that place, of date the 1st instant, 
.and it is therefore unnecessary to make any remarks upon the present 
inclo.sure. 

I regret to say, that during yesterday twenty-two men of the 53rd 
Regiment Native Infantry have deserted. 

I have, &c., 

G . Pollock. 

•> 

P.S.—Since writing the above, I have received a report that one 
havildar and nineteen sepoys of the 60th Regiment Native Infantry, have 
also deserted. 


F F 2 
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No. 223.— Major-General Sir R. Sale to Captain Ponsotthp. 

JeUalabacl, February 22, 1842. 

Sir,—O ur troops having laboured incessantly in the works since the 
great earthquake, the circunistances of winch I have communicated to 
Major General Pollock, C. B., the extent to which our men have rebuilt 
the parapets, repaired the principal breach, cleared out the ditch, and 
restored the defences of the towers, rc’ally excites my surf»rise and admira¬ 
tion. We have h.ad a succession of slsocks by night and day since the 
terrific phenomenon of the morning of the 19th instant, but they have 
done no damage. Yesterday about half-])ast 10, m., a force of not 

fewer than 300 of the cneniy’s horse madi! a sudden attack upon our 
foraging party ; it was commanded by Jemadar Dcena Sing, of the oth 
Light Cavalry, who had forty-eiglit troopers of the two corps under Ins 
orders. His videttes wore well posted, .and with most praiseworthy cool¬ 
ness, he called in his grass-cutters, gradually withdrew his detached men, 
and formed up to receive the charge of the advancing AlFghans. His 
bold attitude kept them in check, until he was reinforced by sixty Sowars 
of Shah Shoqja’s cavalry under I.ientenant Mayne. A few round shots 
were directed at the horse from th<> ramparts, and, on tlie appearance of 
the Shah’s troops, the enemy, though very W(dl mount(?d and so superior 
in numbers, went off' over the hill, and returned to their camp at Ameer 
Khail without further attempt ; they cut down, indeed, some, and carried 
off" others, of our unfortuuntc grass-cutters, who had wandered too far to 
be able to retire under the protection of the Jemadtir’s party, but the 
demonstration appearc'd to me not very creditable to ’tlHir enterprize or 
resolution. The sui>ply of 3,000 rupees by Toorabaz Kluan’s people has 
been very acceptable. 

This morning the enemy’s skirmishers again attacked our foragers on 
the hills to the southward of tlie place. Tliesc foragers were escorted by 
Lieutenant Mayne, of Shah Shoqj.a’s cavalry, with ninety Sowars ; at tin? 
very commencement of the affair, 1 sent him positive orihirs to retire 
within the fort, and not to risk an engagement ; he was falling back very 
slowly, securing his grass-cutters, when large bodies of the enemy were 
seen stealing in loose order across tlie plain from Ameer Khail. 

When united, 'they formed a body of not fewer than 1,000 men. 
Lieutenant Mayne was now so pressed in his retreat, that deterndning 
not to be taken in flank, he fronted, charged the Affghan skirmi.shers mid 
the head of their column, and droxe them back towaixls the hills on which 
they had originally appeared. Their overpowering numbers again com¬ 
pelled him to retire, and the skirmish which I had desired entirely to avoid, 
now continued on the plain. Perceiving the numerical superiority of the 
enemy, I sent out to Lieutenant Mayne’s assistance, first, bodies of 
infantry and sappers under Colonel Dennie, to occupy the rocky mounds 
and old walls on his'flank, and then the whole of our cav.ilry, and two 
9-pounders under Capt.ains Abbott and Oldfield. ’I'he enemy’s horse 
were pressing on, but upon Captain Oldfield’s advancing against them, 
hastily and in confusion refused the combat, and retired to the distant 
heights. Our guns did some mischief amongst them, and the whole force 
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brigade, and to convoy to Candaliar or to the Kojiick Pass, about twenty 
lacs of treasure, besides ■^•a^io«s supplies of medi?incs and stores. 
At tlie pressing instances of the Political Agent, Major Outram, 
backed by the requisition of Major-General Nott, Major-General Eng¬ 
land at length consented to coiMmonce his advance with the troops 
detailed 41 the margin*, leaving the remainder of tlie troojis to follow 
when their cominisssiriat and other aiTangemcnts should be com¬ 
pleted. 

He accordingly commenced his march on the 7tli ultimo, and arrived 
atQuelta without diliiculty 011 the 16th ultimo. 

18. The state of allairs at Candaliar, as then known at Quetta, was 
not such as to have made an immediate eflbrt to push on a portion of the 
Ireasiire and sujiplies indispensably necessary ; and Major-Generiil Nott 
liad declared liis intention not to detach a party from his force to meet 
and reliev<> the escort on the road betW'een Quetta and Candahar, and 
there was i*ceording 1 y no obvious object of importance to induce Major- 
General liiiglaiid to advance beyond Quetta, before he W'as strengthened 
iiy the arri\'al of bis reinforcements from Sinde. 

Jib lie, however, moved out from Quetta on the 26th ultimo, and 
met witli slight opposition till his approacli to Hykiilzye, tvhere he found 
JMahotned Sadik*s force strongly posted in a position difficult of approach, 
on the defences of wliich much ]ircvious labour has been spent. The 
GeneraFs dispatch of the , 1st instant front Quetta, wdll give your 
Honorable Comniitfee all the details of the failure of bis attempt to 
ferco the enemy’s position ; liie subsequent abandomnent of the 
eflbrt, and his retreat, without further loss or serious molestation from 
tlie enemy, to the post of Quetta. Some excitement is said to have 
prevailed among the tribes about the Bolan Pass, and the feeling in parts 
of Cutfhee and Sinde appears to be hosiile, but no actual disturbances of 
any serious nature have taken place, and the Brahoees and all under the 
iiifliKTiCe of the Khan of Kelat maintain an attitude of friendship and 
eoiiiident reliance 011 the British ]iower. 

20. Mr. Clerk, the Ag('ut to the Governor-General on the north¬ 
western frontier, has been for some time at the Court of Maharajah Shere 
Sing, employed in discussions with the Maharajiih, and his minister 
Kajah Dliyan Sing, on the arrangements for the co-operation of the Sikh 
army with the British forces under the couimaiid of Major-General 
Pollock, and 011 the general state of Sikh afliiirs. His advice and ex¬ 
hortations have met with ready attention from the Durbar, his intercourse 
with which ajipear.s to have been very satisfactory. 

I have, &c., 

EimENBOitoUGii. 

P.S.—Since writing tlie above, 1 have received, through Major-Genera 1 
Pollock, Major-General Sir Robert Sale’s report of the brilliant result of 
tin tittack wliich he directed against the camp of Mahomed Akbar Khan, 
on the morning of the 7th inst. Nearly the whole of the troops compos- 


* Four Runs Horse Artillety; wing of her Majesty’s tlst Foot; troop of 3rd 
bight Cavalry ; wing of 6th Natiye Infantry ; a detachment of 100 Poona Horse. 
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ing the garrison.of Jellalabad sjbared in this bold and gallant exploit,'and 
your Coiuinittee \rtll not fail justly to appreciate the last and memorable 
proof of the zeal, gallantry, and devotion witli which Major-General Sir 
Robert Sale, and the brave troops tinder his eommand, have, under every 
privation and difficulty, maintained their post, and displayed in repeated 
conflicts, the undaunted spirit of British soldiers, in attacking, pr. repel¬ 
ling the attacks of an enemy infinitely superior to them in numbers. 


No. 220.— The Gm'ernor-General of Indium Couiicilto Genural 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Fort William, March 23, 1842. 

Sin,—We have received your Excellency’s letter of the (>th instant, on 
the sulgect of Major Outrain’s requisition for a native regiment to be 
sent down the Sutlej from Ferozepore, as a reinforcement to the troops 
in Sinde ; and we have had under our consideration tlie tetters from 
Major Outram of 2.oth of February, and from Mr. Clerk of 3rd and 8 th 
of March, relative to the necessity of reinforcements for Sinde ; but we 
feel disposed to concur in the opinion your Excellency has expressed with 
referenee to that requisition. It appears that Brigadier England intend¬ 
ed to commence his movement through the Bolan Pass about the 20th 
instant, that is, before any troops could have reached Sukkur from Feroze¬ 
pore, if your Excellency had thought fit to comply with the requisition ; 
and further, that Brigadier England had arranged that three battalions 
with four guns should remain at Sukkur and Shikarjtorc on his advance, 
a force which seemed to us amply sidficient to protect those; points, 
according to the view we have been accustomed to take of the valor and 
discipline of our native regiments, and of the spirit and ability of the 
officers by whom they hai e been commanded. 

We were satisfied that, if the requisition had seemed to your Excellency 
to be one with which it was fit to comply, 3 'our Excellency would have 
so informed us, and would liave placed the regiments in march. It was 
evidently impossible for us to give any useful instruction upon the sub¬ 
ject, to j'our Excellency, as we only received the letter bn the 16th tmd 
17th instant, a few days before the intended advance of Brigadier England 
from Dadur, which the detachment of a regiment from Ferozepore was 
said to be necessary to protect. 

We have, &c., 

EuxKBoiiocGii, W. Casement, W.W. Birr, & II. T. Pbinsep. 


No. 221.— The Governor-General of India in Council to General Sir 

Jasper Nieolk. 

Fort William, March 30, 1842. 

Sir, —The correspondence relative to the requisition of Major Outram 
for a corps of Native Infantry to be sent down from Ferozepore to Sinde, 
and the actual dispatch of the. 19th Regiment by Brigadier Webber, has 
been this day under the consideration of Government. 

2. We had already, in our letter of the 23rd instant, left it to the 
decision of your Excellency whether this requisition should be complied 
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me, and one from me to Captain Macgregor. My letter was written with 
rice water, othermse I could not have ventured to infomi him of the 
state of the Sepoys. 

The delay of the 3rd Brigade has caused me much anxiety, but I know 
the cavalry and artillery are now hastening on. 

I have, &c., 

Geo. Poleock. 

No. 227. — Major-General Pollock to Captain Marpregor. 

Camp, Peskatpur, March 12, 1842. 

My Dear Macgregor, —I will write you a very short note with 
reference to yours and Sale’s of the 8 th. 

It inust, no doubt, appear to you and Sale most extraordinary that, 
w the force 1 luave here, I do not at once move on ; God knows it has 
been my ampious wish to do so, but I have been helpless. I came on 
a-head to Pesiiawur to arrange for an advance, but was saluted with a 
report of 1,900 sick, and a bad feeling among tlie Sepoys. I visited the 
hospitals, and endeavoured to encourage by talking to them ; but they 
had no heart. 

I iioped tliat when the time came they would go. 

On tlie 1st instant tlie feeling on the part of tlie Stipoys broke out, and 
I had tlie mortihcal ion of knowing that the Hindoos, of four out of five 
native corjis, refused to advance. I immediately took measures to sift 
the evil, and gradually a re-aetioii has taken place in the belief that 1 will 
wait for tlie reiiiforcenieiit ; this has caused me the utmost anxiety on 
your account ; your situation is never out of my thoughts ; but having 
told you wliat 1 have, you and Sale will at once see that necessity has 
kept me here. 

1 have sent five expresses to hurry on the 1 st Division of the next 
Brigade ; it consists of .'Ird Dragoons, a troop of Horse Artillery, 1st 
Light Cavalry, the 33rd I'Jative Infantry, and two companies of 6 th 
Native Infantry, all fresli and witliout faint. I verily believe if I were to 
attempt to move on now witliout the reinforcement, that the four regi¬ 
ments implicated would, as far as the Hindoos are concerned, stand fast. 

Pray, tlierefore, tell me witliout the least reserve the latest day you 
can hold out. If I could, I would tell you the day when 1 expect the 
reiiifiirceuients, but 1 cannot. I may, however, I believe with safety, 
say, that they wilt arrive by the end of this month. 

The case, therefore, now stands thus :—whether I am to attempt, with 
my present materials, to advance, and risk the appearance of disaffection 
or cowardice, which, in sucli a case, could not again be got over, or wait 
the arrival of a reinforcement, which will make all sure—this is the real 
state of the case ; if I attempted now, I might risk you altogether ; but 
if you can hold out, the reinforcements would make your relief as certain 
as any earthly thing can be. 

Our only object in going to Jellalabad is to release you and bring 
you back witli us to this ; but it is necessary that this should be kept a 
profound secret. 

Believe me, &c. 


Geo. Poleock. 
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No. 2‘l%.^Major-Gciieral Pollock to Mr. Mnddoch. 

Camp, Kowalmr, March 15, 1812. 

Sir,—Y esterday I. did mj-self the honor to forward copies of letters' 
from Captain Mackcson and Captain Conoliy, but I did not like to delay 
these very interesting letters for any remarks from me. 

The fall of Ghuzuee is a dreadful blow to our interests, and will mueh 
encourage Mahomed Akbar’s troops in their attack on .lellalabad. The 
only hope I entertain for Ghuznee consists in the circumstance of Major 
Outran) having written to Colonel Palmer, on the 24th ultimo, tiTgiiig 
and encouraging him to hold his post. This letter was dispatched from 
Oadur on the 24th, and the bearer promised to convey it to Ghuznee in 
ten days, in which case it might reach Colonel Palmer before he had con¬ 
cluded his negoeiation w'ith the Afighans. 

'flic sad example of Cabool has proved to us the utter inutility of 
forming treaties with Atlghans on such occasions. Should Colonel 
Palmer have uidiappily been induced to trust tt» the good faith of his 
oj)poucuts, 1 fear that he and his party will be annihilated. From what 
I have heard of the late occurrences at Cabool, and from the information 
which 1 have obtained of the state of Atlghanistan generally, I should say 
that, apai’t from tlic natural tri'acluTv of the Aftghan cliai’aefei’, the 
country is ))ow so divided by the ditfei'ent contending parties, and tlte 
spiiit of fanaticism is so strong, that noiu^ pf the chiefs have the power, 
even supposing them to have the inclitiaticm, to give our troops the pro¬ 
tection for which Colonel Palmer has negoeiuted. 

Captain Mackeson has complied with Captain Conoliy's ropjcst, by 
giving out that all bills will be dishonoured bearing the signature of the 
Envoy and Minister, Major Pottinger, or Captain Conoliy. Captain 
Conoliy, by crying doevn the credit of the bills held by the chiefs for 
twelve lacs of rupees, has deme the Governinont most e.ssential service, 
as the want of money at Cabool will 1 trust jmt it out of tho power of 
any party thei'e to despatch troops to Joiialabad. 

I cannot help thinking that Capt.ain Conoliy must have been misin¬ 
formed regarding the letter which he states was writ ten by Riijah Golab 
Sing. .1 have already stated, in former letters, that I do not give the 
Itajah credit for cordially assisting us, but 1 tliink liim too cautious to 
comniit himself by an expression such us “ that the Sikhs would join 
against us.” 

I have written to Captain Conoliy to say, that the. Newtib’s kindness 
to the- British subjects should be brought to the jiotice of the Bight 
Honorable the Governor-Genei’al in Council, and that I felt certain that 
such service would not be forgotten. 

■With reference to the eighth paragraph of Captain Mackosou’s letter, 

1 regret that I cannot spare the services of an ollicer to remain at the 
•Attock ; but we have there a Kessjddar aiid 20 irregular horse, and 
1 have given directions to the Bessaldar to be on the watch regarding the 
bridge. 

Cii])tain Lawrence, with the zeal which has so frequently induced him 
to undergo many hardships and annoyances, when he thinks he can be 
of service, has volunteered to ride over to the .4.ttock a day oi- two befiu-e 
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retired within tlie walls with the regularity of a clay of exercise. Our 
loss lias been trifling, which the underneath return will show. '' 

I have, 

R. S-itE. 


lidvrn of Killed, Wounded, and Minsing, of the Foraging Parfg under 
■ the command of Lieutenant Mayne, Fehnmry 21 and 22, 1842. 



No. 224.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, Peshawur, March II, 1842. 

Sir, —I have t!ie honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
24th ultimo, containing fli<! instruction.s of the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General in Council for my guidance. 

1 had, previous to their receipt, addressed Captain Macgregor on the 
subject of the prisoners, asking whether any overtures had been jiroposed 
or demanded. I have again aildressed him, but 1 suspect no letters I 
now send to him are likely to reach him. 

You will have sc-eu Sir R. Sale’s letter, as also Cajitain Maegregor’s, 
dated the 1st. in the former it is stated lliai iliero were rations for the 
Europeans for thirty-live day.s, or until tlio 4th of April, and the fort v/as 
again strong. 

The unfortunate panic among the Hindoo Sepoys, already rejiorted, 
has, in a measure, been overcome, but they still dread an advance to 
(iabool by this road. I hope; I may calculate on their advance to Jellala- 
bad ; but I am most anxious to add the dragoons and the horse artillery 
to my present force ; theit presence will give additional confidence to 
my own troops, and operate favourably on the hill tribes in the ])ass, and 
enable me to drive Maliomed Akbar Khan before me. 

1 herewith inclose a report from Captain Mackesoii of the progress of* 
our negotiations with the Aunukzyes, and, on this point, 1 confess 1 am 
most anxious ; it may in the abstract be considered the more glorious 
course to force the pass when joined by'the horse artillery and the caval¬ 
ry i but it becomes me to consider all I have to«do. The object of my 
advance is to relieve Sir R. Sale and bring him track. The means at my 
dispo.sal for the conveyance of the sick and wounded is necessarily linii- 







23S 


ted. . If I am an§>rtunately compelled to force the pass, I must carry ott 
my sick and ^rounded. At Jellalabad I must receive the sick and 
wounded of Sir R. Sale’s force, and our return will, in all probability, 
very greatly increase the number. My object, therefore, is, if possible, 
to reach Jellalabad without wounded men. It would give encourage¬ 
ment to those who still dread the pass, and sure I am that we shall have 
no easy passage on our return. For these reasons I have halted here. I 
have written express to Lieutenant-Colonel White to leave his detach¬ 
ment with the dragoons and horse artillery (if the infantry impede him), 
and to advance by forced marches. If he-should arrive about the 2.')th, 
I can wait till then. I liope to hear from him to-day or to-morrow : his 
detention at the Ravee was most unfortunate, for he would otherwise 
certainly arrive in time. I have to-day addressed Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer, and have requested him to communicate his views and wishes. 
I have called liis attention to the Guhree Pass, and have told him to let 
me know if I can in any way aid him. The latest news frori! Jellalabad 
is conveyed in a native letter of doubtful authority ; by it, there appear 
to have been engagements both on Thursday and Friday last week, and 
on last Tuesdaj’, the 8tli instant. Our force is described as holding its 
own against Mahomed Akbar, who is said to have completely invested the 
place, but to have been unsuccessful in all the attacks which he has made. 
Suspicions are thrown out in this letter, of Mahomed Akbar and the 
Shah Shooja acting in concert. 

Syud Azooddeen was sent by me with 5,000 rcj)ees in gold, and 10,000 
in silver, to Jellalabad ; he writes, that he was attacked on the road and 
pursued to his village of Misr Chenee, in which he is shut up ; the 
villi^e is fourteen coss from Jellalabad, but I fear that there is little 
chance of tliis money arriving. 

I have, &c., 

C. Pollock. 

No. 225.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Fort William, March 30, 1842. 

SiB,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch, dated 
11th instant, submitting a report of Captain Mackeson on his negoti¬ 
ations with the Khyberees, acknowledging the receipt of the instructions 
of the 24th ultimo, and adverting to the state of your views respecting an 
advance ; and in reply, to observe, that as you must now be in possession 
of the views and wishes of Government with respect to the movements 
of the force under your command, the Governor-General in Council does 
not think it necessary to give you any further instructions in reply to this 
communication. 

1 have, &c., 

T. H. M.4.DDOCK. 

No. 226.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

d Camp, Kowulsur, March 13, 1842. 

Sir,— I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of letters -as 
follow :—One frc«i Sir R. Sale to me, one from Captain Maegregor to 
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tJie arrival of. Brigadier White’s force, and see that every assistance is 
given in crossing the troops over the river. 

Syud A/-oodeen, whose dejiarture for Jellalabad with money was 
reported in my letter to your address dated the 11th instant, has returned. 
He reports that finding it impossible to reach Jellalabad himself, he sent 
three Sowars with the gold (amounting to 12,000 Rs.) which two of the 
Sowars carried into the fort, although closely pursued by the enemy, 
while the third returned to the Syud with the intelligence. 

The Syud’s return here with the silver (3,000 Rs.) is a sufficient proof 
of his having acted honestly himself on this occasion ; and he assui'cs me 
that there is not the slightest doubt of the truth of the Sowar’s report. 
He states that Mahomed Akbar Khan has 12,000 of the Ooloos collected 
round Jellalabad, to whom he is enabled to give the daily half seer of attuh 
customary on such oceassions, by having secured three lacs of rupees 
from the property plundered from our oHicers near Khoord Cabool. 

This account of the force surrounding Jellalabad makes mo the more 
desirous to advance ; and therefore auxious for the speedy an-iv'al of the 
dragoons and horse artillery. 

In my letter to your address of the 13th insl., I have stated, “ I know 
the cavalry and horse artillery are advancing.” . This W'as written in con- 
seqiicnee of iny having previously directed Brigadier White to leave the 
treasure, &c. with tlie infantry, and to move on with the cavalry and 
horse artillery ; but I regret exceedingly that, by order, Brigadier White 
has been prohibited from adopting this course ; and I much dread the 
detention which will ensue at each river from crossing so many camels 
and troops at one time, may greatly endanger Sir R. Sale’s safety. 

The feeling amongst the Sepoys of four of the native regiments here' 
against an advan(;e has been fnajueiitly reported by jue. Of late we hu\<- 
had no desertions: 1 attribute tliis to a report wliich has been geuera'K 
credited in camp, of 20 dcsi'rtcrs liaving been nmrdered before they 
reached tlie Attack ; but 1 anticipate more desertions, and much bad 
feeling, if 1 attcm[)t to advance before the arrival of juore Europeans and 
reinforcements, i. e. the dragoons and horse artillery. 

I have, Ikc., 

G. Pollock. 


J^o. 229 .—General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor-General of 

India in Council. 

Simla, March 28, 1842. 

Mv Lord, —I have the honor to transmit, for the information of your 
Lordship in Council, a copy of a report made by the Assistaiit-Q.uarter- 
Master-General, of the marches lately made by the column under tlie 
orders of Brigadier White. • ' 

2. Your Lordishlp will be happy to observe that the Horse Artillery 

and Cavalry would jirobably arrive at Peshawur the 27th instant, and 
in a state of efficiency. * 

3. Your Lordship in Council will not fail to observe, that the difficu!- 
ries of passing through the Puniab in haste, are even ||||||ire considerable 
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and formidable than they pire described to be in the 6th paragraph of Mr. 
Haddock’s instruct'lons to Mr. Clerk, of the 10th ultimo. 

4. With the certain conviction that, under adverse circumstances, a 
corps at Peshawur might be as completely compromised as a force at 
Jellalabad, I had intended to address your Lordship on that point. I 
hold it now to be unnecessary to do so, as, in the 7th paragraph of your 
Lordship’s dispatch of the loth instant, I find a similar opinion re¬ 
corded, which, by your order, has been sent to all the political authorities 
beyond the Indus, and to your Lordsliip’s ageut on this frontier. 

I have, &c.., 

J. Nicolls. 

P.S.—The prohibition alluded to in the 2nd paragraph of the inclo¬ 
sure, was given by Jiie, to prevent Brigadier While' from sending his re¬ 
giments separately, as he was disposed to do, and wliicli, in ()ur own 
provinces, it would liave been very judicious to have done. 


No. 230 .—Captain Coilritif/fon, Aasi.stant Qinirtcr-31asf<;r General 
to Lievtenant-Colonel Garden. 

Mala, near Pucha Serai, March 19, 18-12. 

Sib, —In continuation of iiiy report of tlie 7th instant, I have the 
honor to inform, you that the licad-ejuarters of tlic force undei* Brigadier 
White arrived at Porewala on tli(' 8th, by tlie stages as were made liy tiie 
1st Cavalry, and on tlie 9th crossed to tlie left bank of the Clii'iiali, a 
distance of seventeen miles. The 3rd Dragoons crossed llic riier liy tlie 
ferry on the same day : the continued rise of tlie river making it inijxissi- 
blc to pass even camels by the ford, which 1 had examined. The Horse 
Artillery, 33rd Native Infantry, treasure, and stores, followed on the 
loth, when no less than tliirty-tive boats had been collected, and on the 
11th moved on with the 3rd Dragoons to Porewala, 7j miles. 

2. The 1st Cavalry had continued its inarch to Porewala on the 9th, 
and to Dheiiga on the 10th, but in conscquciiee of an order from his 
Excellency the Corninandcr-iii-Chief prohibiting the separation of the 
force, the regiment was directed to halt at Dlieiiga on the 11 th, to enable 
the bead-quarter of the force to overtake it ; and on the 12tli the whole 
moved to Korec, eighteen miles from Porewala, and six from Dhenga. 
The stage on the following day was to Halloo, thirteen and a (juarter 
miles, which, being within six miles of the ferry opposite Jhyliiin, it was 
hofied that the 1 st Cavalry might get across the river on the same day ; 
no more than eight boats, however, had been collected, and there being a 
strong adverse wind and current which drove back almost every boat 
that attempted to cross, very little progress could be made. 

3. On the 14th, the remainder of the force encamped on the bank of 
the river, and in the course 6f the day, the wind having subsided, the 
passage of the 1st Cavalry was nearly completed. As the river appeared 
to be falling, the offer of a rewsird of 100 rupees induced the boatmen to 
try some difficult fordS, about six miles liigher uii tlie river, between the 
villages of Maydapoor on the left bank, and Kiree on the right. Here 
there are five diJihet streams, separ.ited from each other by considerable 
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tracts of highly cjiltivated land, containing seyeral villages. The depth 
of these fords was found to be about four feet pthe breadth varying from 
150 to 600 yards ; the current very rapid, and the bottom composed of 
large pebbles, in which no marks could be fixed to shew the direction. 
I reported them practical)le only for unladen camels and horses, and on 
the 15th, five troops of the 3rd Dragoons in watering order, and many 
hundred camels, passed through them ; many men and horses, and some 
of the camels, were carried into deep water by the strength of the cur¬ 
rent, but the villagers, provided with inflated goat-skins, rescued them 
all, with the exception of one of the Syces, who was unfortunately drown¬ 
ed, and a cauud. 

4. On the 16th, the guns, and all the mounted troops reached the 
right bank of tlie river, and, in compliance with an' order from Major- 
General Pollock, pushed on as rapidly as possible, leaving the stores and 
treasure on the left bank of the .(hylum to follow under escort of the 33rd 
Native Infantry, and rissahili of Irregular Cavalry. 

5. Tlio stages made by the 3rd Dragoons, 1st Cavalry, and Horse 
Artilkay from tlie right bank of the Jhylum, are as follows :— 

On the 17th, Oudenana, 2^ miles. 

,, IStli, Tuinuk, 17.j „ 

„ 19tli, Mala, 15 „ 

(near Puck Serai.) 

6. The only heavy and dillie.ult road between Oudenana and Tumuk, 
made it a severe inardi ffir the Horse Artillery, wliich did not reach 
(•amp till four in the afternoon, and the guns had to be dragged up tlie 
-iteeii, rocky ascent near Tumuk, by a fatigue party from the 3rd Dra¬ 
goons. It is to be feared that the .artillery horses wiU suffer much more 
than the cavalry ; l)ut, nevertheless, if no unforeseen impediment occurs, 
the whole may be expected to reach Pesliawur on the 27th instant, in a 
])erfeetly eliieient state. 

1 have, 8tc., 

R. ConKlNGTON. 


No. 231.— General Hir Jasper Nicolls to the. Governor-General of 
India in. Council. 


Simla, March. 28, 1842. 

Mr Loki>,— I have long since had the honor to receive Mr. Maddock’s 
letter of the 28th ultimo, transmitting, by your Lordship’s orders, a letter 
from the Military Board, (not the correspondence in full,) on the un- 
(‘.(ptipped state of certain guns sent from Ferozepore to Peshawar, under 
(diarge of Major-General McCaskill. 

2. The Board’s explanation is very correct. The guns were ordered 
as part of a Cabool indent, and even their dispatch was a matter between 
the Delhi magazine and the Deputy Comraissai'y of Ordnance in Aflghan- 
istan. Wlien I knew that they were under Major-General McCaskill’s 
charge, I dcsiredGcneral Pollock to use them, of eSurse, and the annexed 
sintement of ammunition will show that they were not so unprovided as 
was supposed. 


r. (1 2 



244 


3. As to 6-p(junJer ammunition, it is tlic commonest class in use. 
No doubt Geneml Avitabile could have supplied the two guns of that 
calibre with 200 or 300 rounds each, with great ease ; and I do not yet 
know that he was unable or unwilling to grant the supjdy. 

-1. The Military Board is not so very correct in apiwizing your Lord- 
ship that there are six spare guns in the fort iit Ferozepore. 1 wish 1 
could say that they were in any depot ; they are not now under shelter, 
but exposed to the atmosphere, and, until the fort is nearly rebuilt, they 
cannot be fired with safety. 

5. Any part of this battery might have been sent forward with the 
four Native Infantry regiments : but it was not so ordered. In the 
excessive liaste with wliich the re([uisitions were made, all such equipment 
was forgotten. 

6. I presume (Iiat the two ])a[)ers of remarks alluded to in the dis¬ 
patch of tlie 1.9tli February last to the Secret Committee, were extracted 
from my explanatory letters to Lord Auckland, dated lOth January, and 
6th February. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicoi.ls. 

hist of Atntnh tiilion for ^lountoin Train nmler command of Caj>lain 
Backhouse, uhick procccdctl with Major-General MeCaskiU. 


Cartridges fitted for 3-]iounders . ."30 

Cartridges fitted for 4^ howitzer. 330 

Shells, common, for ditto. 111 

Spherical case for (fitted and fixed). 3o0 

Canister for 3-])oundors . 60 

Canister for 4^ howitzer . 39 

Round shot for 3-pouiiders . 240 


No. 232.— General Sir Jasper Nieolh to the Goeernor-Gencral 
of India in ( 'o/uicil. 

Simla, March 30, 1842. 

My Luki>,—I had the honor to receive, upon tlie 2(!fli instant, the 
dispatch addressed to me on the loth by your Lordship in Couiieil, cojutts 
of -which have been tran.smitted to the General Ollicers Commanding in 
Ujtper and Lower Afighanistaii, and to the Political (.Hficers, for their 
information and guidtince. 

2. 1 sluaild have confined myself to a mere acknowledgment of this 

dispatch,-but that I iim anxious to point out to ymur Lordship in Council, 
the embarrassment wdiitdi M.ijor-General Pollock may fi'cl, when called 
upon to decide upon the inciisures to be taken titter he reaches Jellalabad. 
By the orders of Government, dated 15th F't’bruary, the Major-General 
was “ to direct all his ettbrts and measures to the withdrawal of Sir R. 
Sale’s force from Jellalabad to Peshawar, with the least possible delay'.” 

In accordance with the late instructions (fifth paragraidi), the Major- 
General will feel calletl ujton to strike “ some signal and decisive blow 
upon the Affghans” in view “ to the re-establislnnent of our military repu¬ 
tation.” And, by the ninth paragTajih, he will understand that he is at 
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liberty to choose the place and time at which such effcjit is to be made, 
even to an advance upon Cabool. 

3. Whilst Major-General Pollock is hesitating between these two 
orders, he will, no doubt, receive from Mr. Clerk, your Lordship’s Agent 
on this frontier, a copy of Major Oiiti-am’s letter to Mr. Clerk, dated 
Padiir, March 13, 1842. Of this Mr. Clerk has transmitted to me an 
abstract which contains the following passages : 

“Deprecates in the strongest manner the withdrawal of the Jellalabad 
Garrison, and does not conceive a mode more injurions to our interest in 
Atfghauistan, or one more likely to endanger our position there, and in 
India, could be devised by our bitterest enemy.” 

“ Trusts, that as discretionary power is invested with him (Mr. Clerk), 
he will see the expediency of liolding Jellalabad, even should we be com- 
j)e]led to defer the invasion of the country till anotluT,” &e. Of Mr. 
Cllcrk’s power to control Major-General Pollock, when 500 miles distant 
from him, I was not aware. 

4. It is not d('sirable that I should add to the Major-General’s diffi¬ 
culties, by attempting to define his course, but your Lordship would, 
possibly have been surprised if I had overlooked them. 

t). If Major-General Pollock could have (ai'rried ui> stores of all 
descriptions, and spare cattle for Sir R. Sale’s force, I should have 
thought it practicable for these united bodies of troops to have moved 
la-xt month nj) on Cabool, to have left some marks of our pow'er and 
disi)leasure there, and to have retired by Candahar, carrying away'the 
garrisons of Kelat-i-Ghil/.ye, Giriskh, and the 27tli Native Infantry. 
Tlie want of cattle and of followers is not, I fear, to be overcome. 

(). Should your Lordshij) in Council be pleased to adopt the opinions 
of Major Outrain and Mr. Chn-k, and to hold Candahar and Jallalabad as 
defensive positions for this year, I earnestly recommend that a large 
augmentation of the Bombay and Beni^l Armies may be previously 
authorized to enable them to cfiect in 1843 whatever your Lordship may 
plcas<i to order. 

7. It is my duty to solicit your Lordship’s attention, however, to the 
danger of having an insulated force at .lellalahad, eut off from Hindoos- 
i!in by the formidable Kliyber Pass, and by the Powers of the Punjab. 

1 liave, &C., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 233.— The Governor-General of India to General Sir Jasper 

Nieoils. 

Taldonga, April 12, 1842. 

Sir,— I received here this morning, your Excellency’s letter to me in 
Council, dated Simla, the 30th of March. 

2. In reply thereto, I have the honor to observe, tliat the instructions 
contained in the letter from me iii Council, dated tl>e loth of March, to 
which your Excellency refers, necessarily sujtersede the previous instruc¬ 
tions of the 15th February, wherein those instructions may be deemed to 
conflict. 

3. On what authority Major Outram, in the letter from him to 3Ir. 



246 


Clerk, (lilted tlieJiStli of March, to which your Excellency adverts, inti¬ 
mates “ that a discretionary power is vested in Mr. Clerk of holding 
Jollalabiul,” I am altogether ignorant. J liave not concurred in giving 
any such discretionary power to that political agent; nor am I aware that 
any such power was ever entrusted to him. 

4. Your Excellency has been already infornual, that authority over all 
political agents in Lower Affghanistan and Simh'. has by my letters in 
Council dated tlie 19tli of March, been given to the Major-Ceneral com- 
luanding at Candaliar, and to his successor in command. 

.5. 1 am so far on my way to Allaluibad, where 1 trust 1 shall arrive 

on the 21st. I shall tliere liave tlie means of more easy coramnnicatiou 
with j’our Excelh'ncy, and 1 look Ibrward w'ith anxiety to the time wlien 
we may be together, being convinci'd tliat our lieing together, or very 
near each other, will ohiiate many evils. 

I have, &c., 

E LLENBOllO f <1J t. 


No. 234.— ISIdjor-Gi'ihTdl Pi)Uo<k hi d/r. Madilocti. 

Pc.'ihinrur, Murch 28, 1842. 

Sin,—Sir Robtirt Sale has not. 1 beluwe. provision .saflicient to lasi 
until I could reach him if 1 wait for the 31.st Foot, and as he a)ipear. 
most anxious that be should lie reinforced without delay. I sliall ino'. e 
forward as soon after the arrival of the dragoons and horse artillery ;is 
])racticable. Negotiations still continue with the. Maliks, on which I 
hope to report to-morrow (u' the next dat’. I may. however, ,sa.y tlie 
appearances are more favourable than they hate yet been. If we 
succeed, it will give encouragement to the Sejtoys, and the taking of 
Ali Musjid will, 1 hope, fully restore conlidencfx It i.s, perhaps, prema¬ 
ture to speculate on our position at .lellalabad, when I shall liave joined 
Sir 11. Sale ; but 1 consider it advisable, to the jiossibility of my being 
in a commanding situation at .lellalabad with the Khyber I’ass open. 

If closed, the i)o.sition would not be judicious. 

I have, &c., 

Cjeo. Pollock. 


No. 23o.— JMiijor-Gniertil I'ollork to Mr. MnddoGi. 

Kmcbisnr, March 29, 1842. 

Sir, —I beg to report that the troop of horse artillery, the 3rd Dra¬ 
goons, and 1st Light Cavalry, reached Pc; awur this morning : they will 
move on to this camp to-morrow morning, and 1 hope* to bo able to move 
forward on the following day. I will keep you regularly informed of my 
iiiovcmeiits when in advance. 

I have, &c., 

CIlo. Pollock. 
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No. 236.—J/n Maddack to Major-General Pollock. 

Tope Chonee, April 12, 1842. 

Sm,—The Governor-Genenil hoijig on his way to Ailalhabad by dawk, 
lias not at jircsent the best ojiportiniitios of rcjilyin** regularly to your 
ilispatctics, but with respect to those wliich have been siilnnitted to him 
ii-oin you, of dates between tiie 23rd and 29th ultimo, his Lordship has 
desired me to convey to jou the following instnietions. 

2. You are authorized to advance to .Nh'wab Ziunanu Khan, who is 
Joscrilied by Lieutenant Coiiolly, as liaving evlneed great kindness to the 
ih'itish prisoners at Cabool, and as having exjieiided much nionev on 
laeount of their \iroteetiou and >.ustenance, sueli sums as under the eir- 
eiiinstanees, you may deem fitting. 

\'imr authorizing the payment of tli(> small bills for .3000 and lOOO 
!•il[>e•.'s. respectively, drawn by Lieutenant Gomdly at Gabool, and your 
ing unpaid for the present that oliiecr’s bill for 21,000 ni]ices, are 
..pi.io', ed iiv the Governor-General. 

The {.ovrnior-General experts to arrive to-morrow at the staging 
bniigalow 1 ! •.!' vdiie.ii this letter is datisl. and to b(' at Lenares on the 
.'!nh. ami at .Viahabad on the 21st in%t.ant. 

1 have, tke.. 

T. JI. JVI.viniocK. 

No. 237.— MaJo/'-GriirraJ. /’o/lori to Air. Alodduck, 

.fiimriiod, Morch ,‘il, 1842. 

'•'■i!., -1 iiiive !■ ' , or ii> i'orwaril i-opies and translations of the fol- 

1 r-!:.. ; oleiiel j’alnnn' to t.K' Lnglish gentlemen at C.abool. 

i loi.i Lieutenant GonolK to jSlajor-General Sir It. .Sale and Captain 
.'•i .rgregor. 

i'loin jMajor-General .Sir H. Sale and Chiptain Maegregor to me. 

I have also the iionor to send a copy of Captain Lawrence’s letier to 
V .ptain Maekeson, forwarding the above-mentioned pajKTs ; there can be 
i'i> donbi of their being genuine, as Lieutenant Ciniolly’s letter to C.iptain 
i’i 'rgrrpiip eopy of whii ‘v.is forwarded by me to you on the 28tl» 
m i,lilt ) was written in riee-water on the back of his Persian letter 

i 'iliall. of eonrsi', in tlie event of the conditions for whicli Colonel 
i'Maicr stipulaleil, being fulfilled, ca.sh the Imnd for 40,000 rupees. 

1 hav(‘, &e., 

Gj’.o. Pollock. 

No. 238.— Major-General Polloch to Air. Aladdoeh. 

Camp, Jnmroocl, April 2, 1842. 

Sir, —I have flic honor to aekimwledge the receipt of your letter, of 
dale 1.7111 ultimo, witli aeeompaiiyiiig documents, viz., eojiy of instruction 
by his Lordship in Council to liis E.xcelleney tlie ®oiinuander-iii-Cliief, 
and a nicmoraiidum of the troops employed beyond the Sutlej and in 
Siude. 
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2. I arrived here on the Slat ultimo, in the expectation of moving 
into the Pass the following morning, but the desertion of camels, and 
very heavy rain, have alone been sufficient to prevent my moving. I 
have also been much disappointed by the delay of the Rajah Golab Sing 
in not sooner havin^^ioved up his troops. The force which is to act in 
concert with me, has not yet all arrived at the ground, from whence it 
will enter the Jubhagi entrance of the Pass, to meet us at Ali Miisjid. 
Although I have never expected any very active operations from them, 
I feel that the circumstance of our moving at the same time and for the 
same object, will have a good moral elfcct on all parties. 

3. 1 shall, to-morrow morning, advance to the Pass, and hope to reach 
. Ali Musjid during the day ; but the heavy rain which has just fallen will 

so much increase the weight of the carriage, that 1 may be compelled to 
halt at the first stream of water which is about one mile and a half on 
this side. 

4. The result of the negotiations with the Afrcdecs is contained in 
the cojiy of a letter (which I will tiiis day send express to your address) 
from Captain Mackeson, whose j)atiem:e and exertions on this occasion 
have been incessant. As 1 cannot ])laco much confidence in any treati(;s 
cntercMl into with any of the tribes, 1 shall go prepfircd for resistance, !iud 
I hope to rc])OTt favourably of the morrow’s march. The Sikhs have 
engaged to hold Ali Musjid fi)r one nioutli, after which period I shall 
have no means of keeping open a free communication with Peshawur but 
through the forbeiu-ance of the trib(5S in the Khyber, which cannot be 
depended on. I therefore fully expect that, if 1 remain beyond the period 
which the Sikhs engaged to hold Ali Musjid, I shall be opjiosed the whole 
distance, and even by those who now profess to act with me. 

5. 1 shall endeavour to rejiort daily until 1 (dear the Pass ; but as the 
Sikhs hold it only as far as Ali Musjid, it may not be in my power uficr 
leaving that post. I don’t think (and my opinion is formed on the state¬ 
ment of Captain Mackeson, who has eigiit times passed through), that 
the whole of the Pass, from the eiitrance near this spot, to Dakka, a, 
distance of twonty-six mile.s, could be kept open with a h'ss force than 
8,000 men. 

6. I consider it my duty to place on record, that the ])rcs(mt system 
of supjdying hired camels is most ruinous as nigards clficiciicy, and that 
no force beyond the Indus ought to be dependent foi' carriage upon the 
owmers of camels. As an example, I wmiiid draw your att(s)t.ioii to the 
following particulars connected with the (airriago of the force now hero. 
The ctittlc are hired for the journey from Ferozeimre to Jellalabad, and 
the owners receive an advance of twenty rupees for ('ach camel. 
Desertions even before we reached Peshawur were numerous ; and ou 
several occasions I have been obliged to send sjjare camels to bring on 
stores, &c. The three companies of Native Infantry which last arrived 
here have no camels ; they brought their loads to Peshawur, and deserted ; 
two of these companies, under Claptain Tebbs, brought 600,000 rounds 
of musket ammunition ; but the wliole of the Surwans, witli these 
camels, having deserted, I have the greatest difficulty in moving the men, 
and can only take a portion of the ammunition. The evil is a very seri¬ 
ous one. I am unable to point out any roinedy but that of employing 
only purchased camels, and Surwans whose houses are in our provinces. 
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The greater number of Surwans who have been sent with this force, ai-c 
natives of the Punjab^ and have therefore greater faciaties in deserting ; 
indeed, it is hardly possible to prevent their doing so, 

7. I trust that I may consider the feeling of the native troops averse 
to an advance, has, in a considerable degree, subsided ; and I earnestly 
hope, that by carrying the first position with promptness and spirit, I 
shall be able to give them confidence in themselves. 

I have, 8tc., 

G. Pollock. 


. No. 239.— Mujor-Gcwral Pollock to Mr. Aladdock. 

Jmnrood, April 2, 1842. 

Sill,—I h.nve tlic honor to forward cojiy of a letter from Captain 
Mackcsou, detailing the progress of a negotiation which has been for 
some days going on with tlie Afreedoes. 

2. 1 have also (he honor to inclose coiiies of lettci’s from Captain 

Maegregor and Major-General Sir 11. Sale, C. Tl, of the 29th and 
30th ultimo. Tiie very favourable report of’affairs at Jellalabad, 
makes me think it less urgmit for iru! to adv.anee immediately, and 
has ' induced me to accede to the wishes of (he Sikhs, who Lave 
b(!gged of me to delay another day, in consequence, of tlie heavy rain 
which has this day fallen. 1 liavc dccidial on halting here to-morrow 
and on the next day moving into the Kliybcr. I have been desirous 
tliat the move of (he Sikiis sliould be simultane.ous with ours, as the 
knowledge of our moving at the same time, and for tlie same object, will 
ojicrate greatly in favour of the cause in all quarters. 

I have given the Rajab Gohrb Sing distinctly to understand that I can¬ 
not delay a day longer. 

I have, fkc., 

Gno. Pollock. , 


No. 240.-— Major-General Pollock to Mr. MaddocKe 

Camp, Jimirood, April 3, 1812. 

Sir,—-I ' have heard this moment that the 3,3rd Regiment cannot po.s- 
sibly join my camp from Pcshawur, before 9 a. m., iind that the slate of 
tlieir cattle.is such as to preclude tin; possibility of their accompanying us 
to Ali Mujyid to-morrow. I liave therefore been compelled to halt 
another day. 

I regret exceedingly that I have to report more desertions from the 
regiments which were formerly under Brigadier Wild, with the exception 
of the 60th Regiment Native Infantry. 

I ha*’e, &c., 

‘ Gi;o. Pollock. 


H 11 



250 


No. 2A\.-^Notification lyy the Governor-General of India. 

Head-Quarters, Bevares, April 19, 1842. 

The Governor-General has much satisfaction in communicating to the 
Army the following dispatch, from Major-General Pollock, C. B., an¬ 
nouncing the successful advance of the troops, under the Major-General’s 
command, into tlie Khyber Pass, and the evacuation by the enemy of the 
fort of Ali Musjid. 

The Governor-General has been much gratified by the uniform testimo¬ 
ny borne by all the officers engaged, to the zeal, the gjillautry, and the 
perseverance of all the troops of Her Majesty, and of tlie Government of 
India, which had the good fortune to have this opi)ortuuity of distinguish¬ 
ing themselves' before the Aftghan enemy ; and his Lordship doubts not 
that the continued exercise of these, the accustomed military qualities of 
the Indian Army, will produce their accustomed results, in the achieve¬ 
ment of new honour, and of new victories. 

The Governor-General deems it to be due to tlu; troops of the Maha¬ 
rajah Shore Sing, to express {jis entire satisfaction witli tlieir conduct, as 
reported to him, and to inform tlie Army, that the loss sustained by tlie 
Sikhs in the assault of the Pass which was forced by them, is understood 
to have been citpial tn that sustained by the troops of Her Majesty and 
of the Government of India. 

, The Governor-General has instructed his agent at the Court of the 
Maharajah, to offer his congratulations to his Highness on this occasion 
so honorable to the Sikh name. 

By order of the Right Honorable the Governor-General of India. 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 242.— Major-General Pollock to Afr. MuiWock. 

Sulla Chunee, near Alt May id, April 16, 1842. 

Sir, —It is with feelings of much gratification I have the Honor to 
report, for the information of the Right Honorable the Governor-General 
in Council, the following detail of operations undertaken and carried 
into effect against the Afreedees. 

2. Yesterday morning, at half-past three, the troojis were under arms, 
the camp struck, and, according to arrangements ])reviou.sIy made, the 
treasure, ammunition and baggage placed on the road leading from Jum- 
rood towards the entrance of the Khyber Pass. The enemy had for 
some days appeared in great numbers at the mouth of the pass, which 
they had fortified with a strong breast-work of stones and bushes. The 
hills on the right mid left were rocky and ))reeij)itous, presciitiiig great 
natural obstacles to the ascent of troops. To gain the suinuiit of these 
heights, defended as they were by a numerous body of the enemy, was an 
undertaking of considerable difficulty. 

2r. The colurams destined to accomplish this most important object, 
moved off simultaneously with the main column intended to assault the 
entrance, but were compelled to make a considerable detour to the right 
and left, to enable them to commence the ascent. 
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4. The right column consisted of the troops detailed in the margin*, 
under the copunand of Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, Her Majesty’s 9th 
Foot, and Major Anderson, 64th Regiment Native Infantry. 

5. The left column f, under the command of Lieutenant-Coi4tiel 
Moseley and Major Huish, commenced the ascent, led by Capiiain 
Ferris’ regiment of Jezailchees. Both columns, after considerable oppo¬ 
sition, which they overcame in a most gallant style, succeeded in routing 
the enemy, and gaining possession of tlie crest of the hills on either side. 
While the fiai.hing columns were in progress on the heights, I ordered 
Captain Alexander, in command of the Artillery, to place the guns in 
position, and to throw shrapnell among the enemy when opportunity 
otfined, which assisted much in their discomfiture. • As Lieutenant-Colo- 
iiel Taylor, from the opposition he liad met with, and the extremely dif¬ 
ficult nature of the ground, was some time in reaching the summit of the 
hill on the right, T detached a party J under the c.ommand of Brigadier 
Wild, to assault it in front ; it w'as however so extremely steep near the 
top, that, notwithstanding the undaunted gallantry of the officers and 
men, they were unable to gain a footing on the summit, and I regret ti; 
say, the enemy were enable to tlirow stones with fatal efteet upon some 
of the hading Grenadiers of the !)th Foot. Finding the heights in oin- 
])ossession, 1 now advanced the main column to the mouth of the pa s. 
and comnienced destroying the barrier which the enemy had evacuate.! 
on perceiving their position was turned ; a portion of the right and lef‘ 
columns being left to keej) tlui heights, under the command of Lieute- 
ua?it-Colonel Moseley, and Major Anderson, respectively. Major Iluish 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor continued their advance to crown tla^ 
hills in front and on each side, which were covered with the enemy, who 
appeared determliual to contest every inch of ground, but nothing couh' 
resist the gallantry of our tn>ops, who carried everything before then. 
A position of considerable strength above the brigade now rcmaini.-d to 
be carried, and again the .lezailchees were tsmspicuous in forcing the 
enemy to relimpiisli their strongholds. Crowning parties having taken 
possession of their heights, all opjmsition on the part of the enemy may be 
said to have ceased, as no large body of them has since come in sight. 
'J'he nature of the arrangements made for the probxdton of the baggage, 
will be l>est understood when I state that not a single baggage animal 
has fallen into the hands of the enemy. 

6. It now remains for me to j)erform the pleasing duty of stating how 
mueli 1 feel indebted to the officers and men comprising the force under 
my command, for tlnnr zeal, devotion, and unflinching valour, in perform¬ 
ance of the very arduous duty which they have so nobly executed. 

7. From Major-General McCaskill, K. II., commanding the infan¬ 
try division, and who was on this occasion commanding the rear guard, I 
liave received every assistance ; as likewise from Brigadier Wild :—to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, K. IL, my warmest acknowledgements are 


* Four companies of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot; four companies of 26th Native 
Infantry; four companies of 64 th Native Infantry. ^ 
t Four companies of Her Majesty’s 9th foot ; four companies of 26th Native 
Infantry; four companies of 64th Native Infantry; 400 Jezailchees. 
t Gr. Her Majesty’s 9tli Foot ; six companies of the .53rd Native Infantry. 

H 11 2 
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due for the spirit, «oolaess aud jmigemeiit with wiiidi lie discharged the- 
duties entrusted to him. Where officers and men, Eurojiean and Native, 
have all so gallantly performed their duty, it is difficult to select the 
names of particular individuals, but I can not omit the names of those 
who so admirably led the troops to storm the heights, viz. : Lieutenant- 
Colonel Moseley, 64th Native Infantry, Major lluish, 26th Native Infan¬ 
try, Major Anderson, 64th Native Infantry, and Captain Ferris, corn- 
nffinding the Jezailchees, whose conduct excital the delight and admira¬ 
tion of all who beheld them ; iiidetd I consider nnieh of iiie success of 
the day to be attributed to their gallantry, skill and perseverance in this 
most difficult description of warfare. I have also to expres.s my satisfac¬ 
tion with the manner in which the artillery was served, by Captain 
Alexander commanding ; the precision with which shrapnell was thrown, 
caused considerable loss to the enemy. To Captain I’oiisonby, my Assis¬ 
tant Adjutant-General, Captain Codringlon, Assistant (Juartor-Master- 
Gcneral, Captain Macadam, Deputy-Judge-Advocate-Geueral, and to 
Lieutenant Pollock, A. D. C., I am much indebted for coiuniunieating 
my orders at difierent times during the day. 

8. I cannot conclude this dispatcli witliout requesting that you will 
bring to the particular notice of the Governor-General in Council, tlie very 
great assistance I have received from Cajitains Mackeson and Lawrence ; 
CajJtain Mackeson’s knowledge of the localities wuis invaluable to me by 
enabling him to jxiint out those heights wiiieh required to be crowned. 
Loth these officers came on to the ground which I now occupy. Captain 
Law-rence returned to Pcsliawur yesterday, and Captain Mackeson pro- 
(x-eds w'ith the I'oree. Cajitain Sir Kiehmond Sliakesjiear volunteered hi.s 
services to accompany Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, as his aide-de-camp, 
and t(K)k command of the men lately eoiuposing tlie gan-ison of Ali Mus- 
jid ; Ids c.\crtiuns ilironghout the day were most coiisjiicuous and un¬ 
ceasing. 

9. 1 must here observe that, from flic character of the operations, and 
the very great miiiibers of the enemy, estimated at about 10,000, 1 
found tiie force under my conimaad mnnerieally deficient, and in conse¬ 
quence the troops suffered severely from excessive fatigue. 

10. There were some of the enemy’s horse .in the vicinity of Ali 
Miisjid, but I regret they did not wait for Brigadier White, and his 
brigade, to make tin example of them. 

1 liave, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

P. S.—1 herew'ith forward reports from officers commanding detached 
parties, btit liave not yet received the reluni of casualties', which sliall 
lie sent to-morrow. 1 am liajijiy to say, our loss has been luueli below 
what could possibly have been expected. 


No. 243.— JAvnlcnuut-Colonel Tujjlor to Captain Pomonhy, 

AH Mvsjid, April 6, 1842. 

Sir, —I have to rejltirt, for the information of Major-General Pollock, 
C.B., commanding the force in Allglianistan, ( hat, agi-eeably to his in¬ 
structions, the columns intrusted to my command (as dclailed in the 
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margin*) for the capture of tlte heights on the right entrance to the 
Khyber Pass, were formed at daybreak on the 5th instant, in three divi¬ 
sions of four cotnpanies each, protected on the right flank by a squadron 
of H. M. 3rd Light Dragoons under Lieutenant IJnett, and, in this 
order, with skirmisTiers and supports in front, advanced, driving a' con¬ 
siderable body of tlie enemy tip the hills, which were Scaled and crowned 
in spite of a determined opposition. This eflectod, the troops moved- to 
their left to clear the redoubts commanding the entrance to the pa^, 
which were abandoned on our ai)proa(!h, the enemy sufleriug severely in 
their retreat. Major Anderson, as directed, remained on the heights 
with his column, reinforced by one company of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, 
and two companies of the 26th Native Infantrj’, under Captain Gahan, of 
the latter corps, whilst I descended, with the remainder, to carry into 
effect the ulterior plan of o])eratious of the Major-General in clearing off 
the enemy from their positions on the right of the road to Ali Musjid, 
which w'as finally accomplished, though ol)stinate resistance was offered 
on several points, especially over the bridge, where the enemy had con¬ 
centrated in foi'ce. 

Having been reinforced by one company of the 33rd Native Infantry, 
under Lieutemant Watson, I directed Captain Lushington, Her Majesty’s 
9tli Foot, to move with that co}nj)anj', and tlie liglit company of the .9th 
Foot, to the riglit, to take the enemy's ])osition in reverse, whilst 1 attack¬ 
ed in front. This had the desired eifect of fonting their immediate retreat, 
and clearing the bridge. No farther opposition was ottered by the enemy, 
who retreated on Ali Musjid, whilst 1 pushed on, and occupied the tower 
and hill to the left, within about a mile of that place. 

It afforded me the greatest gratification to witness the gallant and per- 
si'vcring conduct of all the trooj)s under my command, engaged, during 
tlie day, in a series of operations, recpiiring great (>nergy and jiaticnt en¬ 
durance of fatigue ; and 1 beg to mention the idile assistance and sufiport 
rendered meby Major Ander.sou, (i-lth Native Infantry (second in coimnand). 
Captain Gahati, 26th Native Infantry, comirianding a division, C.'aiitain 
Lushington, Her Majesty’s itth Fool, commanding the companies of that 
regiment. Captain Sir Richmond Shakespear, -wdio volunteered his ser¬ 
vices in charge of the Jezailchees, as well as the conduct and praiseworthy 
zeal of all the oflietTs and men engaged. 

It is with regret I have to report the death of Lieutenant Cumming, 
Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, a very promising officer, who was killed on the 
heights above the pas.s, whilst in command of No. 6 company. 

Returns of the killed and wounded will be sent as soon as the compa¬ 
nies with the rear column come up. 

“ I have, &c., 

A. B. Tavlou. 


* Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor’s right advance column, two companies of Her 
.Majesty’s 9tti Foot, four companies of the 26th Native nifantry ; Major Ander¬ 
son’s rear right flank coluiun ; ^ company of Her Jlajesty’s 9tli Foot j four and a 
half companies of the C4th Native Infantry. loO Jezailchees (Mackeson’s). 
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No. 2 Ai.-~t-Maj 0 r George Huish to Captain Ponsonhy. 

AU Mn^, April 6, 1842. 

Sib, —Having been honored with the command of the party, as per 
margin,* intended for the capture of the hills on the left of the Khyber 
Pass, I have the honor to report, for the information of Major-General 
Pollock, C.B., commanding the troops west of the Indus, that the party 
\«I 18 formt*d for that purpose at daybreak on the oth instant, and advanced 
to the attack in skirmishing order The height on the left was speedily 
carried, in the most gallant and determined manner, the summit of which 
havdng been attained, the smaller hill, at the entrance of the puss, was 
cleared by the fire of my party. 

This being effected, agreeably to the instructions of the Major-Gene¬ 
ral, the post was made over to Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley, commanding 
the rear crowning column ; and the troops, with the exception of two 
companies of the 2()th Native Infantry, descended, for the purjiosc of 
continuing to scale and clear the heights on the left of the road leading 
to Ali Musjid. 

At several points very considerable opposition was made by the enemy ; 
especially at one of the hills in advance of the smaller hill before alluded 
to, and at the heights commanding the bridge, where the enemy were in 
great force, but they were driven from their posts in the most spirited 
style, and with considerable loss while retreating. 

Having occupied the last height adjiicent to the intended entiamping 
ground, 1 took position thereon with my party, occujiying it during the 
night, until relieved this morning by a party of the iidrd Native Infan¬ 
try, under Major Hewitt. 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to report that this duty, though 
of the most fatiguing description, scaling heights the whole day, under the 
hot sun, and in the face of an enemy, was cheerfully performed by all the 
troops, Eurojman and Native, the Sepoys vying with their European 
comrades), whose perseverance and good spirit could not be suri)asscd, 
and were most gratifying to me : and iiere I cannot omit to make men¬ 
tion of the Jezaiichees, under that able officer. Captain Ferris, who 
afforded me most material aid, as also the ready assistance of Captain 
Tritton, second in command, and the zeal and gallantry of every officer 
and man engaged. 

I do myself the honor to inclose a return of the killed and wounded. 

I have, &c., 

George Hdish. 


No. 245.— Major-’GctU'ral McCaxldll to Captain Ponsonhy. 

Ali Musjid, April 0, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report, for the information of Major-Gene¬ 
ral Pollock, C.B., commanding the forces, that, agreeably to his orders, I 
marched yesterday morning from Jumrood, in command of the rear- 

* Two companies of Her Majesty’s 9tU Foot j ftur ditto 26th Native Infantry; 
53 Ferris’ Jezaiichees. 
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guard of the column for the attack of the Khvbas Pass, composed of the 
troops detailed in the margin*. 

The complete success of the attacks made by the force in advance, 
rendered unnecessary any active operations on my part. At nightfall, I 
took the necessary ])recautions for security, and the troops bivouacked at 
a spot about two miles within the pass, without any molestation from 
the enemy. 

The rear-guard arrived in camp 2 p. m. this day, nO part of the bag-" 
gage having been plundered, nor any loss sustained. 

I have reason to be highly satisfied witli the exertions of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tulloch, second in command, of Guptuin Smith, Officiating 
Deputy Assistant-Goieral, and of every officer placed under my orders, 
in performance of the duties assigned to them. 

I have, &c., 

John McCaskill. , 

No. 246.— Major-G(‘tieral Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, Ghurree Lalla Beg, April 8, 1842. 

SiB,—In continuation of my dispatch of the Gtli instant, I have now 
the honor to inclose a return of casualties which took place on the 5tli 
and 6th ; those of the latter date occurred in taking possession of Ali 
Musjid.. I inn happy to say, the amount of our loss is trifling, consider¬ 
ing the very gw^at opposition wc experienced from tlic enemy. 

In my last comrnunicatiou I inadvertently omitted to mention the name 
of Lieutenant John Becher, Acting Field Engineer, and have to request 
you to bring to the notice of the Right Honorable the Governor-General 
of India in Council, the very essential services rendered by that officer in 
clearing the I’ass of the impediments constructed by the enemy, which 
he did with a degree of celerity, notwithstanding their strength and 
difficulty of removal, tliat elicited my warmest satisfaction. 

I *ave, &c., 

Guo. PoLiOCK. 

Itcturn of Kitted, Wounded, and Missing of the Troops under the command of Major- 
General rollock, C.B., m the 5th April, in Jijrcing the Khgber Pass, 

Staff.—1 wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 9th Foot —1 European commissioned officer, 1 colour Serjeant, r, ■ 
privates, killed ; 1 European commissioned officer, 1 drummer, 31 privates wounded ; 
total killed and wounded, 41. 

2Gtli Kegimcnt Native Infantry.—2 sepoys killed; 1 fife major, 2 havildars, 17 
sepoys wounded ; 1 bugler missing ; total killed, wounded, and missing, 23. 

30th Kegiment Native Infantry.—2 sepoys killed ; 1 havildar, 12 sepoys wounded ; 

I sepoy missing; total killed, wounded, and missing, IG. 

33rd Regiment Native Infantry.—I sepoy wounded ; 1 sepoy missing ; total 
wounded and missing, 2. 

5.3rd Regiment Native Infantry.— 1 sepoy killed ; 1 sepoy wounded ; 3 sepoys 
missing; total killed, wounded, and missing, 2. 

* Two guns Horse Artillery ; 3 guns Foot Artillery ; 2 ^guadrons of Her Majes¬ 
ty’s 3rd Dragoons; 10th Light Cavalry; 2 rissalahs Irregular Cavalry ; 1 company 
of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot; I company 6th Native infantry ; 3 companies COth 
Native Infantry. 
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D4th Regiment Nutiv^lnfantry.—1 European commissioned officer, 3 havildars, 
4 sepoys wounded; sepWtaissing j total wounded and missing, 9. 

Jezailehce Regiment.-^’'''sepoy ^.killed; 2 jemadars, 4 bavildars, 2 nakks, 18 
sepoys wounded ; KTsepoys missing; total killed, wounded, and missing, 37. 

'I'otaU—1 European commissioned officer, 1 colour serjeant, 12 sepoys and priva¬ 
tes, killed ; 1 staS', 2 European commissioned officers, 1 life major, 2 jemadars, lu 
havildars. 2 naicks, 1 drummer, 85 sepoys aud privates, wounded ; 1 bugler, 16 
sepoyS and privates, missing. 

Grand total of killed, wounded and missing, 135. 

G. PONSONBV. 

Name of Officer kilted. 

Lieutenant Cumming, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot. 

. Names of Officers woundeeL 

Staff.—Urigadier Wild, slightly. 

Gaptain Ogle, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, slightly. 

Lieut. Mulcaster, 64th Native Infantry, severely. 


No. 247.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jtllalahad, May 21, 1842. 

,SiB,—As I am doubtful if the originals, of wliich the inclosed are 
copies, ever readied you, I am induced to forward the copies, and take 
this opportunity of stating, that on tlu! 5th April the 30th Regiment 
. ascended tlie heiglit at the entrance of the Pass, and reached the summit, 
under Brigadier 'Wild. I was obliged to tidvance before the party did 
reach the summit, and was not aware that tlicy had done so, till informed 
of it two or three days ago by Brigadier Wild. • 

I have, &c., , 

Geo. Pollock. 

No. 248 .—Notijirution by the Gocernor-Geneval of India. 

Benares, April 21, 1842. 

Tlie Governor-Geneml feels as.surcd tliat every subject of tlio British 
Government will pcrusc%fith the deepest interest and satisfaction tlie 
rqiort he now communicates, of tlie entire defeat of tlie Affghan troops 
under Mahomed Akbar Khaii by the garrison of Jcllalabad. 

That illustrious garrison, which, by its constancy in enduring priva¬ 
tion, and by its valour in action, has already obtained for itself the sym¬ 
pathy and respect of every true soldier, has now, sallying forth from its 
walls, under the command of its gallant leader, Major-General Sir Robert 
Sale, thoroughly beaten in open field an enemy of more than three times 
its numbers, taken the standards of their boasted cavalry, de.stroyed their 
camp, and recaptured four guns, which, under circumstances which can 
never again occur, had during the last winter fallen into their hands. 

The Governor-General cordially congratulates the Army upon the 
return of victory to its ranks. 

He is convinced that there, as in all former times, it will be found, 
while, as at Jcllalabad, the European and Native troops mutually sup¬ 
porting each other,^nd evincing equal discipline and valour, arc led into 
action by officers in whom they justly confide. 

The Go; ernor-Gener!il directs that the substance of this Notification, 



ninl of Mujor-General Sir Robert Sale’s report, carofii^ itiade known 
to all the troops, and that a salute of twenty-onwjuns be fired at every 
jiri)icii)al station of tlie Army. 

By order, &e., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 2 if).— Major-General Sir B. Safe to Captain Pmisonby. 

Jdlaluhad, April 7, 1842. 

Silt,—Tiiforiuatlon was, on (lie evening of the 5th instant, brought into 
ibis place, in the most ))ositive and eirimmstantial terms, by spies from the 
enemy’s eainj), to the eifoe.t t hat tlie force under Major-General Pollock, 
(hlk, had met with reverses in the Ivhyber, and retraced its steps towards 
I’esliawur ; and aliout tinj o’clock a.m. on the 6th, a feu-de joie and salute 
of artillery were tired by Mahomed Akbar, which were said to be in 
lioiior of the same event. It was on the same day, and through similar 
ehaiinels, announeed to me. that the Atlghans were sending adilitional 
reiiif'oreeineiits to aid in defemling their frontier passes. Although 1 could 
not wholly de}iend on thesi; statements, which were imjirobable in them¬ 
selves, and aei^onijianied hy counter reports, of a new revolution at 
t'ahool, which was assigned liy some as the cause of the rejoicing: and 
of the defeat of the Ghazecs in Khjdier ; and by an account of the 
intended, and even actual, retreat of the Sirilar into Lyghman,—1 
aih)])teil, on a full consideration of various circumstances and rumours, 
ihe resolution of anticipating the last mentioned event, if it had not 
fome to jiass, )iy a general attack on the Atfghan camp, in the hope of 
rcliev ing this place from blockade, and facilitating General Pollock’s 
advance to our.succour. 1 accordingly gave directions to form three 
c'dimiHs of infantry, the central consisting of Her Majesty’s Idtli Light 
Infantry (inustcring .lOO bayonets), under Colonel Deunie, C.B. ; the left, 
of Ihe d.'jth Native Infantry (also 500 strong), under Lieutenant-Colonel 
jMoiiteath, C. B. ; and the right, composed of one company of the Idth 
l.ight Infantry, and one of the .‘hltli llegimeut Native Infantry, and the 
dviachment of Sajipcrs under the command of Lieutenant Orr (the 
sci i'rity of Captain Broadfoot’s wound still rendering him non-elFective,) 
amounting to 660 men, commanded hy Cajitain Havelock, Her IMajesty’s 
Idtlf'^Light Infantry : these were to be supiiortcd by tlie fire of the guns 
of No. 6, fi(dd-bat tcry under Captain Abbott, to which Captain Back- 
hous(>, Shah Shooja’s artillery, was also attached, and by the whole of 
my small cavahy force under Captain Oldlield and Lieutenant Mayne. 

The troops issued from the Cahool and Peshawur gati's at daylight this 
inoruing. So liir from the Sirilar having made any dispositions to avoid 
the encounter, his whole force, (not falling short in all of 6,000 men,) 
was formed in order of battle, for the dci’euce of his camp ; its right 
resting on a fort, and its hd't on the ffabool river ; and even the ruined 
works within eight hundred yards of the jilace, recently repaired, were 
Idled with Ghiizye marksmen, evidently prepared tor a stout resistance. 
1 he attack was led by the skirmishers and cohimu under Captain 
Havelock, which drove the enemy in the most satis^uct^ry manner from the 
extreme left of his advanced line of works, which it pierced at once, and 
proceeded to advance into the plain ; whilst the central column directed 



its efforts against » squ^ fort, upon the same base, tlie defence of wliidi 
was obstinately maiutOTed. With the deepest regret, I have to record 
that, whilst nobly leading his regiment to the assault, Colonel l>eiiiii(!, 
C. B.,;ofller Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, received a shot through 
his body, which shortly after proved fatal. The rear of the work hating 
been finally gained by passing to its left, I gave orders for a combing 
attack upon the enemy’s camp. It was in every way brilliant and 
successful. The artillery advanced tit the gallop, and directed a heavy 
fire upon the Aftghan centre, whilst two of the columns of infantry j)cne- 
trated his line near the same point, and the third forced back his loft 
from it.s support on the river, into the stream of which some of his horse 
and foot were driven. The Attgliaus made rciieatcd attempts to check 
our advance, by a smart fire of inustpietry, by throM iiig forward lieavy boilics 
of horse, wliich twice threatened iu force the detachments of foot under 
Captain Havelock, and by ojmning on us three guns screened by a 
garden wall, and said to have been served under the iiersonal siiperiu- 
tendence of the Sirdar—but, iu a short time, they were dislocigcd from 
every point of their positions,—their cannon taken, and tlieir camp 
involved in a general conflagration. 'Die battle was over, and the enemy 
in full retreat in the direetiou of l.ugliinan by aboat seven, a. m. 
We have made ourselves masters of two cavalry standards, recaptured 
four guns, lost by the Cabool army and (Jundaniuck forces, the restora¬ 
tion of which to our Govcrmneiit is matter of much lionest exultation 
among our troops ; seized and destroyed a great quantity of nialeriel and 
ordinance stores, and burnt the whole of the enemy’s tents. Iu short tiie 
defeat of Mahomed Akbar, in open field, by the troiqis whom lie had 
boasted of blockading, lias been coinplete and signal. 

The fall of an oliiccr so distinguished as Colonel Deiiiiie will be felt 
as a public calamity ; lamenting it on every account, I must yet share 
with his country, his regiment, and his i'rieiids, in the consolation allbrded 
by the retiection, that he was killed wliilst, most gallantly peribrmiiig his 
duty. T have to express iny entire satisfiK'tiou with the eoiiduef, in this 
action, of Lieutenant-tailoiiel Moiiteath, C. IJ., commanding one of the 
two infantry columns under my own eye, and of Captain Wilkinson, liltli 
Light Infantry, on wliom the charge of the other devolved on the death 
of his Lieutenant-Colonel ; of Captain Ohllield and Lieutenant Mwje, 
who led the cavalry, and of Captains Abbott and Backhouse, ^tod 
Lieutenant Dawes, Artillery. 

The able and judicious manner in which Captain Havelock moved tlie 
force under his coramuiid, which acted on a line suflieieiitly distant to 
render the manoeuvres iudepeiident of my immediate control, demands 
my particular and stqmrate cominendation. 

My acknowledgments are also especially due to iny Brigade-Major, 
Captain Hamlet Wade, whose exertions were on this day, as they have 
ever been, most meritorious ; to Major Frazer of tlie Light Cavalry,' .who 
acted as my Aide-de-Cainp ; and to Captain Jlaiiiwaring, Commissariat 
Officer with the Force, who was present and active in tlie field. Captain 
Maegr^or, Political Agent, handsomely offered his services with No. 6, 
light field-battery, affd was most useful iu serving the guns. 

I inclose returns of killed and wounded, and of ordnance and stores 
captured. 
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Lieutenant and Adjutant Wood, Her Maj||||-8 )i8th light infantry, 
niade a dash at one of the enemy, and in cuttiuPRin down, his chai^er 
was so severely injured as to have been since destroyed. Captain 
Havelock rejjorts in the most favorable manner the gallant conduct, 
throughout tlie day, of Lieuleuant Cox, Her Majesty’s 13th Light 
liifiintry, and he was the first, of the party which captured them, to seize 
two of tlie enemy’s cannon. 

It will be seen from tlie precc'ding details, that the force employed in 
this successrul euter[)rise amounted to about 1,800 men of all arms. The 
safety of the jdacc w'.as entrusted, during the action, to the ordinary 
guards of its gates, and one provisional battalion of followers of every 
description, armed with pikes and other weapons, who manned the 
curtains, and made a respectable show of defence, as they have done ou 
all occe.Kions of attack on the walls. Caplain Pattison, ISth Light 
Infautry, w'as left in command of this diminished garrison ;—a sally was 
made from the Caliool gate by Lieutenant Wade, of Her Majesty’s 13th 
Light Infantry, towards the conelusion of the engagement, into the fort 
bofor.' wliicli Colonel Donnie had lidlen, when it was observed that the 
caemy v/ore abandoning it ; all that it eontained was set on tire, and 
sonie of its tlcfcnilers w'ere bayoneted. 

'I’lie eneiiiy’s loss during tlie day must have l)een severe, the field of battle 
was stnuvod with t!ie Ijodies of men and horses, and tlie richness of the 
tra])])iiigs of some of the cattle seemed to attest that jiersons of rank 
had falieii. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Montoatli has mentioned to me, in high terms, the 
gallant heliavioiir of Cajitain Seaton, of the 35th lleginieut Native In¬ 
fantry, when in command of the skirmishers of that corps, and the fact 
of ids having been tlie eai>tor of a howitzer from the enemy. 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale. 


P.S.—We have information to tlie fact, that the following Chiefe were 
jirosenl and look part in tlie action, viz. :— 

Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Klian, in person. 

Ameer KIuui, Cliief of Bajore. 

Nuz.ocz. Khan, j 

tlool Mahomed Klian, 

Midiomed Sliali Khan, 

Burnknt Khan, 

Afkd Ktiaii, 

Thukoor Khan, 

Syiid Odsraan, ^ 

Oonerah Khan, f 

Syud .Mahomed, Son of the King of Koiiar. 

Synd Hoskyim, Ex-King of Kooiier. 

Meeah Ilydcr, Chief of Koohit. 

Maliomed Yan Klian, Cliief of Siingar Serai. 

Abdool (iiiffoor Khan, Bariikzye. 

Abdool Guftbor Klian, Nephew of Abdoolah TChan, Chief of the 
Atcliukzyes. 

Meer .Vbdool Riiliman, Chief of Kama. 


[ Ghilzye Chiefs. 


Mobmuiid Chiefs. 


I J 2 
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KhaliJ Klian, G!jief|i|G«shta. 

Meer I Tzul Khan, Cl^H'of Gundaghur. 

Jielarn of KilM, M’oumM, and Missing of the Force wider the Cmimmid of Major- 
General Sir /i. Sale, K, C, U., Jeilalabad, April 7, 1842. 

No. 6 Lipht Fifld Hattcry—I native officer, 2 liavildars, I naick, 2 sepoys, I "naib* 
4 drivers, wounded. 

Mountain Train—1 havildar, 2 sepoy.s, wouiuU'd. 

Her Majesty’s 13th Lipht Infantry— I officer, 8 privates, killed ; 1 officer, 2 cor¬ 
porals, 29 privates, womuled. 

3.5th Native Infantry—2 sepoys killed ; I officer, 1 native officer, 1 havildar, 2 
naieks, 11 sepoys, wounded. 

Sappers and Miners—2 liavildars, 1 naick. 1 hupler, 5 sepoys, wounded. 

1 Tindal and 1 hearer, 3.5 native infantry, wounded. 

.< 5 Horses wounded. 

Total—1 officer. 10 privates and sepoys;, killed; 2 officers, 2 native officers, r> 
seijeants and havildars, 6 corporals and naieks, 1 bugler, 49 privates and sepoys, 
lT>aib, 4 drivers, wounded. 

Aunies of Officers. 

Kill. el. 

Colonel Denuie, C. 15., Her Majesty's Kith Light Infantry. 

Wounded. 

Captain Moorhnnse, 3.)lli Native Infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant Jennings, Her Majesty’s 13th l/iglit Infantry, slightly. 
Assistant-Surgeon barnes, M.D., Her Majesty’s Ibtli Light Infantry, slightly. 

Hajii.et AVaiie. 

lietnrn of Ordnance retphtred by Ihc Forces vntlcr Mojor-fleneral 
Sir 1{. Sale, Ajrrd 7, 1842. 

1 six-pounder, 1 twelve-pounder howitzer, that belonged to 1st brigade 
Horse Artillery, 1 howitzer, that belonged to the Mountain 'I'rain, 1 .six- 
pounder dismantled, that was left at GniKlaniuek by the Kliyber corps. 

All inconsiderable ejuantity of amnmiiitioii was found with thi,s 
ordnance, also some half wrought inatdriel. 

A. AtiUOTT. 


No. 250.— Mojor-Gcnered PoUoeh lo Mr. Muddoch. 

(lump, Ghnrcc Lula Beg, April 8, 1842. 

Sin,—I have the honor to forward copies of two letters received yes¬ 
terday from Jeilalabad, of the 4th instant. The very satisfactory ao#ouiit 
which IIk'v contain of the sttite of tlieir siifiiilics, removes the anxiety 
wliicli 1 Iiave so long entertained regarding that garrison. 

My report of tlie operations of the 5lli iiistsint has iilready Ijccn for¬ 
warded to you. Gii Ihctith 1 was detained south of Ali'Musjid, liy 
finding that llie Sikh Government had not completed its arrangements 
for guarding the road from Ali Musjid to Posliawur. On that moruing 
I sent the regiment of JezaiJehees to take possession of the fort of Ali 
Mii.sjid, whieii was etl'eetcd. On the 7th 1 inarched to this jilaee, and 
met with very trifling opposition ; but owing to the narrowness of the 
road, the whole of the baggage of this force did not arrive here .until I 
r. M. to-dav. 
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Tlie men and cattle are much fatigued, an^Caplin Mackeson has 
urged me to halt here to-morrow, in order to dmiplcte the arrangements, 
I'or guarding the road from this to Dakka, which there appears to be a 
prospect of affecting by an amicable arrangement with the tribes. 

At Ali Miisjid 1 propose leaving a garrison of six companies of Native 
Infantry, until the arrival of the 6th Native Infantry, and Her Majesty’s 
,'(Ist, when I shall direct the former corps to occui)y that j)ost. The 
Sikhs have moved up their troops close to the fort. 

I liHve, 8te., 

Gko. POI.I.OCK. 

P.S.—Since writing the above, riiave decided on moving the force to¬ 
morrow morning a short distance in advance. 

Camp, iMndi Khaua, April 0, 18^2. 

The arrangements for opening the road not having been coinpletet^ it 
was not di'cmed advisal)le to send the above; y('sterday ; and to-day letters 
have liccn received from .lellalabad, of dat<; the 7tli instant. 1 losfi'no 
time in foinvarding copies of these highly interesting docum(;nts. 

Geo. Poi.louiv. 


No. 2.!)1.— Major Itawliusou to Mr. Maddoi-h. 

Cumhdtar, March 0, 1S42. 

Sin,—I had the lionor to receive yesterday at tliis place copy of your 
letter to my address, under date Deceinbe* 21th, 1S41. In explanation 
of iny ajiiiarent neglect in not coimnunicating direct with Calcutta on the 
atliiirs of Candahar, 1 have; the honor to observe tliat, up to the 12t!] of 
November, I liad no reason to believe the eonimimication between 
Caliool and .lellalabad to be otherwise than partially interrupteil ; 
iJiat, subseipu'nt to this date, 1 had the honor to forward to you 
direct duplicates of ali despatehes of importance ; that during the 
month of November, 1 also regularly corresponded denii-olli,dally with 
Major Ontrani, with a view to the inforinalion of that ollicer, and the 
transmission of all intelligence of importance to Caleidta ; that from the 
eoimnencement of December, until the southern road became linally 
olosed, 1 likewise addressial letters ix'peatedly to the Private Secretary to 
the Right Honorable the Governor-General, as the least intrusive way of 
eommunicating with Government, and that since that period, Dcceinher 
17th, debarred from the possibility of transmitting any bulky papers, and 
obliged to depend on the secret conveyance of foot messengers, I have 
still exerted myself to the utmost to kiajp Government duly informed of 
all affairs of coiiserpience at this ]daco through I.ieutenant Ilamniersley, in 
])olitical charge at Quetta, .and through Major Outram, Political Agent in 
fiinde and Belooehistan. The ditliculty of communicating still continues, 
and I have thus no alternative but to adhere for a time to my demi- 
official c.orrespondenee with Major Outram ; but innued.ialcly that any 
safe, channel is opened for the tran.smissiou of our daw'ks, 1 shall avail 
myself of it, to forward to Governi^nt, diijilifSites of all my oflieial 
letters, and to send a eojty of the detailed political diitry which I have 
kept since the commencement of our dilficulties at Candahar in the end 
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of last December. «In t^meantime, I hare the honor to submit, in as 
concise and portable fffonn as possible, an abstract of all matters of 
consequence that have occurred at this place since the breaking out of 
tiie Cabool insurrection in the beginning of November. 

At tiiat ])eriod atfiiirs wore a more tranquil and promising appearance 
in the Caiidahar province than I had ever witnessed since my assumption 
of the cliargo of tiic agency. Akrani Khan, tiie leader of the Deln-awat 
rebellion, captured by Licutcuaut Conolly, had been executed at this 
place by His Majesty’s orders. Kight of the most influential of his 
colle.agues in rebellion had been sent by me, according to the orders of 
the Envoy, under charge of l.ieutenaut Crawford, to Cabool, that ofliccr 
ha.’ing niy wi'itten instruciions to destroy'his prisoners in the event of an 
attempt at rescue. The Hazareh and Jkflooch tribes had been effect uully 
conciliated; the Doorances of the Northern and Western districts had 
been humbled and ovta-awed. 

On the 7tli of November, Colomd McLaren’s Brigade inarched for 
India ; and, upon the same evening, we heard of the disaster which had 
befallen Cajitaiu Woodbuni and his detachment, lietween Chuznee and 
Cabool. 1 immediately applied to Major-General Nott to halt the 
Brigade. Upon the I4th letters from tlie Envoy and Major-General 
Elphinstone arrived, aimouncing the Cabool irisurrcctiou, and calling on 
General Nott to reinforce the capital with the ^Brigade tinder orders 
for India. Colonel McLaren accordingly retiinied to (’andahar, and 
strengthened with a troop of Horse Artillery, started for Cabool upon the 
17th. In the meantime. Captain Hart’s corps of Jamibaz had been called 
in from Tircen, agreeably to tk) Envijy’s wishes, and followed in the rear 
of Colonel McLaren’s Brigade, cn route to Cabool. Two of the Shah’s 
corps that had been left in Nocsli and Dchrawat, after the return of the 
regular troops, were likewise summoned to Candahar, and nothing re¬ 
mained out but the 1st corps of Jaunbaz, tlic 1st Shah’s regiment, and 
two guns in Zaniiri Daw'ur. 

Having experienced inudi embarrassment from the presence of two 
Princes in this province during the siunmer and autumn, who regarded 
each other with the greatest jealousy, 1 judged the present to be a favour¬ 
able opportunity for deputing Suftetr Jung to Cabool, thus leaving Prince 
Timour in the immediate exercise of supreme authority in the Cundaliar 
Guvernmeut. Prince Suffer .lung accordingly returned from Zaniin 
^Dawur, and prepared to accompany the Jaunbaz to Calwol; but, previ¬ 
ous to the departure of tlio corjis, I had reason to sus]iect the fidelity of 
the Atfghan Horse ; and having come to an explanation with the Prince 
bpou the subject, he siguifiwl to me that he would prefer remaining at 
Candahar during the winter, without employment, to running the risk of 
being disgraced by any treacherous conduct on the part of the Horse to 
which he was attached. About the same time we learnt that Lieutenant 
Crawford had be<ni attackeil near Ghuznee, and had allowed the Dooraiiee 
prisoners under his charge to esc.-ipe ; and this intelligence W'as followed 
by an account of the Ghilzycs’ attack upon Gnddoo Khan, on his return 
from Ghuznee, in which that gallant Attghan officer, whose services to us 
throughout had been oPsueh extr^no value, was overpowered by numbers 
and slain, with 17 of his best men, losing at the same time 45 horses, 
and all the amis and baggag(3 of the Rissalah. Tlie Province of 



C^andahar itself, however, still continued tranquil; ansi it was not unlil 
we learnt, upon the 3rd of December, that CoMnel McLaren had bmi 
forced by the inclemency of the weather to giro up his advance on Cabool, 
that we were led to anticipate disturbances in this Government. General 
Nott then judged it advisable to concentrate all his troops at Caiidahar, 
and accordingly ordered in the regiment and guns froiVi Zamin Dawur. 

I wished to keep the Jannbaz at Giriskh, as the best chance of obliging 
them to adhere to ns, from (heir enmity to the surrounding tribes, but 
my letters miscarried, and, nnfortunat(,’ly, the <ii%han Horse returned 
to Candaliar with the infantry, t'oloiud McLaren readied Caudahar 
upon the 8th of December, and the Zamin Dawur detachment came 
in the following day. Lieutcuaift Ilammersley was at this time about 
to dispatch treasure to Caudahar from Quetta, but judging that the 
temptation of securing this booty would induce the tribes about the 
Kojnek to rise, I suggested its detention till a more i'avorable opportunity 
ottered. It is fortunate that tliis detention oec.nrrecl, or the trea.snre 
would certainly have been sacrificial ; for iiilelligenco luo ing reached 
the Caudahar frontier of the dispatch of Mahomed Atta Klian from 
Cabool to excite the rebellion in this ))rovincc, the tribes to tlie south¬ 
east, who are particularly under the influence of that chief, assem¬ 
bled and came down upon the Quetta road, with the hope of 
plundering (he convoy. Disappointed of their booty they returned to 
their homes ; but an impetus bad been given to insurrection by their 
movement, which led to many further evils, l.ientenant llosanquet, on 
the 17tli of December, reported to ino that all was quiet in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Killa Abdoolla ; but on the following day be received orders 
from Quetta to evaiuuite his post, and this abandonment taking place 
immediately after tlie emeute north of the Kojue.k, was construed into an 
admissiou of weakness, and was tlie signal for the Atelmkzye tribe to rise, 
cutting oft' at once our oonmnniication witli the south. I had no resource 
in this emergency but to scud Saloo Jvhaii, the Atchukzyc Chief, with the 
Caudahar Jauubitz, to rc-occupy Killa Abdoolla, taking the precaution at 
the same time to withdraw the Kuropeau Superintendent of the corps. 
'I'lie men on appi’oaching the Kojuek were infected with the rebellion of 
the Atchukzye tribe, and the greater jiart of them deserted. Saloo Khan, 
however, rcniaiiicd (inn, and lias from that time to the present steadily 
adhered to our interests, and has exerted himself to (he utmost in our 
service, thus justifying, in the most satisiaetory nianner, (he selection I 
had made of him for tlio iui|K}rt,ant post of Sirdar of Jaunliaz, amt 
proving, moreover, tlvat I emp!oye.d the best means at my disposal for 
preserving tlie communication with India. 

1 must now note a few particulars regarding affairs in the city of t'an- 
dahar. When 1 became aware of the names of the leaders wlio lieaded the 
Cabool insurrection, and found that they were jirineipally Dojiraiieo 
iiobleiuen of rank, I could not but be su.spicious of the chiefs of tian- 
ilahar, who are all of the .same tribe. I temporized with them, however, 
during the whole montli of November, keeping tlieni in good humour, 
and leading them to believe that the Cabool rebellion was nothing more 
tlian a partial and temporary disturbance. Whim Colonel McLareu’s 
retirement, liowever, became known, and Mahomed Atta Khan also ap- 
Iiroaehed the Caiidaliitr frontier as the chtuniiion of Islam, it was no longer 
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possible to treat tUg Doorauee chief's with the sort of Imlf confidence that 
I had hitlierto shown them. I had but ihi-ee courses open to me : 1st, 
arresting tlie chiefs and expelling their followers from the city ; 2nd, 
obliging them to leave the city, which was equivalent to throwing tliem 
into the arms of Mahomed Atta Khan ; and 3rd, affecting to trust them 
with tlie execution and direction of a popuhir movement in favor of His 
Majesty tlic Sliali, and against Mahomed Atta Khart, wlio approached 
■(laiitlaliar as the representative of the Barucksye Sirdars,—tlq; acknow¬ 
ledged enemies of the Dfpraiiee power ; eitlier of 1 lie two former courses 
apiieared to me calculated to increase and jirecijiitate our difficulties, 
whilst the .latter secured a coinjiarative safety to tlie city, apd, iu tlie 
event of tlie restoration of order at Cabooi, to wliic.li I confidently hioked 
f.irwiird, promised to relieve the Cauduhar pro\ inee altogether of the 
troubles or the expenses of war. After the most mature deliberation,- I ae- 
ircrdiiigly adopted the latter course, persuaded his Iloyal lligliness Prince 
Timour to depute his eldest son witli the Dooranee (•hiefs, and advanced oil 
account of the local Govcrmneiit tlie sum of one lac of rupees to Mecrra 
Ahmed, the revenue manager, to maiulaiii tlic Dtiorituee troops in 
the field. 1 also obtained a Fuftva from the priesthood of L'andahar, 
declaring llie Cabool cons])irators, and tlieir adherents, rebels and traitors, 
and deserving of jniiii.sliineut in tliis world and the nest. The Doora- 
nees (piitted Cuiidaliur in the middle of December, delayed for a consi¬ 
derable time tlie advance of xitta Kliaii, prevented to tlie utmost of tlieir 
power the sjiread of religious fanaticism among tlie tribes, and acted in 
apparent good faith until their accounts from (.'abool impressed them 
witli a conviction that His Majesty tlic Shall liad ranged himself in the 
ranks of our enemies. 1 am induced, tlierefore, to lioiie tliat Goveni- 
inent will not consider me to have acted inconsiderately or prejudicially 
to our interests in the game wliieli I liave played with the Dooraiiees. 
Tlie c.vj)eiidlture of the lac ol'rupees answered the tenijiori/.iiig purpose at 
wliicli it was chielly aimed, and tlie funds liave been (‘xlmusted long ere 
this when we are about to be brought into collision wilti tlic’ Dooranecs, 
To return, howei er, to tlie occurrences of tlie montli of December. Alter 
the deputation of Prince Seeunder witli the Dooranee cliiefs, my attention 
was chiefly directed to the disposition of tlie Jaunbaz. A part of them 
accompanied the prince, tlie remainder I judged it liest to endeavour to 
station upon the llelmnnd, as well witli a view to the protect ion of the 
fort of Giriskh, as to place them in a situation where tliey would be cut 
ofl' from eommunieation witli Cabool, and surroumled with tlieir blood 
enemies. Tliey were to have started for Giriskli accordingly upon the 
27tii of December; but, on tlie previous night, supposing from a inert; 
accident that their intention to desert had been discovered, dliey broke 
into open mutiny, murdered Bicutenant Golding, wounded Lieutenant 
Patterson so sexcrely that lie now lies in danger of his life, and took the 
field, hoping to rtiise the country. Jt is wortliy of remark, that tliey did 
not attempt to join the, Dooranee camp, proving thereby that the chiefs 
were then understood to he friendly to us. Captain Loesou’^ cavalry, 
.and a party of the Pursewan Jaunbaz, who remained firm under 
Lieutenant ■ Wilson, although in tlie same camp witli the mutineers, 
were immediately detached in pursuit, and coming up with tlic 
Jauiihaz in the atternoon, at a village about twelve miles distant 
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from Caudaliar, they attaxikod and dispersed tlieni, ,»killing the ring¬ 
leader of the mutiny, and inflicting a severe losr on the whole body. 
It had been'iny wish, with General Nott’s concurrence, to send out two 
of tlie guns belonging Jo the local Government, for the better protection 
of the fortress of Girishk. bio escort, however, could be now spared, 
and I had no better means thtwefore of providing for the safety of that 
iuiportant post than by authorizing Bulwuut Sing, the llindostauee Kil- 
ladar, to increase his garrison to 400 men ; and by obtaining from his 
Royal riigliness Prince Timour the nomination to the Government of the 
Helmund of a Baruckzye cliief, the son of the famous Vizier Futteh 
Khan, who is possessed of an extensive influence in the tribe, and who is 
equally at empity with the members of Jiis own family, and with the 
other Doorauce eliiefs wiio put his father to deatli. 

An important occurrence took place on tlic 29th of December, two 
days subsequent to the Jaunbaz mutiny. Prince Sutter Jung, jealous of 
liis broth(!r, and disgusted at his own r(!moval from autliority, was won 
over by the persuasions of a dissoluti* ami intriguing chief, the son of 
Sliah Pussund, Khan of Lausli, to lly from the city, and place himself at 
tlie head of tlie insurgents wliom Maiiomed Atta Khiin was assembling 
on our eastern frontier. As the prince was subjected to no restraint, 
it was impossible to have provided against tin's flight. As soon, how¬ 
ever, us he took the tiold, the rebel (aiuse I’airidJy gained stnuigtli. The 
Jaunbaz, wlio had fled from Caudaliar ami from Saloo Khan, collected 
round the standard of Maiiomed Atta Khan, and the sirdar fi.xed liis 
lioad-ijuarters at Dehhi, distant about i’orty miles from tlie city. General 
Kott was deterred by tlie uid'avourablo state of the season from al^cking 
tlie rebels at tliat jilace ; ami our inactivity being considered a proof of 
weakness, Mahomed Atta, witli about if,000 horse and foot, proceeded 
leisurely down, tlie valley of the Arghumlab to tlie A'icinity of the town of 
Guildahar ; and having been joined by a considerable number of people 
from the surrounding village.s, ujion the 12th of January he took post, on 
tlie river, distant five miles west of the citjr. General Nott attacked 
the enemy in tliis position, and dispersed them after a brief skirmish. 
Tlie Doorauces, up to this time, had avoided committing themselves in 
any open hostility with us, tliough, 1 believe, that the Cabool advices, 
describing the iiiereasiiig diftieulties of our position, and aftbrdiiig a 
prospect of the Sliah’s being able, subsequently to our departime, to 
supersede tlie autliority of the Baruckzyes, luid rendered them ripe for 
declaring against us. Be this, however, as it may, when the Dooranees 
found that we were engaged with Mahomed Atta, tlieir camp broke up 
tumultuously, and the entire force marched apparently to the support 
of tiieir countrymen. Tlicy did not arrive in our vicinity, howevbr, till 
the evening, wlien Mahomed Atta’s followers were scattered in flight 
and disorder, aud they then prudently retired to a sufficient distance to 
escape the risk of being exposed to any immediate collision with us. 
I'rom this time tlie Doonuice camp became the imelcns for rebellion. 
Hufter Jung, Maiiomed Atta Khan, aud the other fugitives from the field 
of the 12th, sought the protection of the Dooranees, and were honorably 
received. Prinee Sekunder had been carried awtiy by the Dooranee 
chiefs ; but we succeeded in releasing him from their hands, and bring¬ 
ing him back into tli(> city before Sutter Jung arrived in their camp. 
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During all this period I had kept up an unintei'nipted correspondence 
with Sufter Jung, with Meerza Ahm^, and with the Dooranees. The 
prince, I believe, regretted the step he had taken, and would have 
returned to Candahar before the affair of the 12th, had I considered 
myself authorized to guarantee to him a definite reward for so doing ; 
but, besides the inexpediency of thus putting a premium upon rebellion, 
it was altogether out of my power to promise him what he required, 
namely, the futufe Government of Candahar. That I have been 
deceived with regard to Meerza Ahmed I candidly admit, as he is a man 
of nrst-rate talent for an Affghan, and must, I supposed, ajq'reciate the 
difference between the power of his countrymen and tliat of the British 
Government. I judged that from motives of self-interest he would 
adhere cordially to our cause, lie api)ears, however, from the breaking 
out of the Cabool insurrection, to liave guessed that the contest would 
terminate in our compulsory at)audoninent of the country ; and, thus 
while he honestly played for a season the temporizing game that I 
enjoined upon him, he still took care so to strengthen his position with 
his own party, that, in the event of our adversity, he might keei^ the 
lead in the Affghan cause which had been entrusted to him whilst 
acting under our own auspices. I was so scnsil)le of the danger of this 
man as an enemy, that long after I had evidence of his duplicity, I 
affected to trust him, in the liope of his reclamation, and I might pos¬ 
sibly, to the present day, have retained some hold upon him, had I not 
been necessitated, in order to carry on the business of local adminis.tra- 
tion and to consolidate some jiarty in the state as a counterpoise to the 
weight of the Dooranees, to bring his rival M<‘erza Widce Mahomed into 
power, as revenue m.anager of Candahar. This arningeinent took place, 
with his Royal Highness Prince Tiniour’s apj>roval, uj)on the 18th of 
January ; and since that time, Meerza Ahmed has been actively employetl 
as minister to Sufter Jung, in dircading the? c.ouneils of the Dooranees, 
and concerting measures to place them out of the dangtir of a surprise, 
and yet sufficiently near to hav(' an ap))ea.-ance of menacing Candahar ; 
and in this camp they remained from the 20th of January to the last day 
of February. Meerza Ahmed alone could have .so long preserved union 
among the discordant elements of which this camp was composed ; he 
alone could have managed, by the most careful revenue arrangements, to 
have supported the concourse which was assembled round the standard of 
Sufter Jung ; he alone, perhai)s, could have prevented the Dooranees 
from risking an action in which they were certain to have been defeatetl 
—his measures throughout have been most skilful and well sustained. 
The chiefs were, in the first place, sent to recruit in the di'flerent districts 
where their influence chiefly prevailed ; revenue was/aised in the usual 
forms, for the support of the troops, in anticipation of flie coming h.tr- 
vest, the ryots receiving an acquittance from Meerza Ahmed, in case the 
management should continue in his hands, and being assured that, if 
our power prevailed, we were too just to subject the cultivators to a 
double exaction. Statements of the Shah’s connivance in the Cabool 
revolution were industriottsly cireidatcd ; incessant attempts were made to 
tamper with our Hiiwfostanee troops (not altogether without success), 
and letters were designedly thrown into our li.ands to render us suspicious 
of such few chiefs as adhered to us, whilst the most stringent measures 
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were adopted to deter the villagers around the city from bringing supplies 
into Candahar. Such was the line of policy pursued by Meerza Ahmed 
from the 20th of January to the 20th of February. In this interim 
General Nott had laid in five mouths’ supplies for the troops ; he had 
Wipaired the fortifications to a certain extent ; and, intending on the 12th 
of February to march out and attack the enemy, he had concurred with 
me in the advisability of disarming the population preparatory to the 
movement of our troops. Severe weather, however .rendered a inarch 
impracticable at the time he meditated ; and before if became sufficiently 
mild to enable him to take the field, the tactics of the enemy had under¬ 
gone a total alteration, in consequence of advices from Cabool. 

It may be as well here to notice our receipt of intelligence from 
Cabool and Calcutta ; the Government letter of the 3rd of December, 
reached us on the 28th idem ; and on the 30th of January we heard, of 
the assassination of the Envoy and the intended evacuation of CabooL 
On the 1st of February I addressed General Nott on the subject of the 
Government letter of the 3rd of December, stating that although the 
contingency coutenqdatcd by Goveruinent appeared to liave arrived, yet 
it was attended with circumstances which could not have been contem¬ 
plated, and which seemed to render it advisable that we should await 
further instructions. In this view General Nott cordially concurred. 
Upon the 21st of February a letter signed by Major Pottinger and 
Major-General ElphinstoiU! rcatdied us, of the same tenor as that address¬ 
ed by those officers to the authorities at Jcllalabad, and in submitting 
the document to General Nott, 1 distinctly stated my opinion that the 
Cabool conv(!Utiou was in no way binding on us at Candahar. In this 
view also, Geuei'al Nott fully coincided, expressing his resolve to enter 
into negotiations with no one pending the receipt of definitive instructions 
from Calcutta. 1 wo days suhsixpiently, the resolutions of Government 
of the 6th of January reached Candahar, and from that date I hiVe con¬ 
ducted my political duties in cordial communication with, but still in,, 
direct subordination to Major-General Nott’s a^ltho^itJ^ 

The Cabool messenger who brought us Major-General Elphinstone’s 
letter of the 2oth of December, left the cajutal as late as the 22nd of Janu¬ 
ary, and was the bearer of a number of important documents from His 
Majesty the Shah, and from the Cabool leaders of the Dooranee Chiefs 
of Candahar. His Majesty’s acceptance of the crown subsequent to 
our evacuation of Cabool ivas most gratifying to the Candahar insurgents, 
and was generally intcri)reted by then> into a tacit approval of the pro¬ 
gress and result of the revolution. They were not, however, I under¬ 
stand, perfectly satisfied on this score, and dispatched another messenger 
to Cabool, requiring the direct orders of his Majesty to attack us. In 
the mean time, the T)ooranec Chief addressed a formal letter to me, of 
which I have sent duplicate copies through Major Outr.am, calling on us 
to evacuate Candahar in peace, lest we should experience the same fate 
as our countrymen at Cabool and remarking further, that the coalition 
of the Shah with the insurgent party at Cabool had deprived us of any 
further pretext for maintaining our troops in the country.' In reply to 
this letter, I wrote, with Major-General Nott’s approval, that we still 
remained at Candidiar in support of the Shah’s authority, believing Ilis 
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•Majesty to desire flur presence, and tliat we had, moreover, an ample force 
at our disposal for the defence of our position. 

Upon the 27th of February we received the Government letter of the 
28th of January, and General Nott then drew up a proclamation stating 
more explicitly tlie identity of our interests with those of Sliah Shocfla- 
Ool-Moolk and our determination to tnat as enemies to llis Majesty all 
those assembled in arms under Prince Sufter Jung. I obtained his 
Koyal Highness Prjjice Timour’s consent to this proclamation, and copies 
of it have been generally distributed tlirough the country. Having fur¬ 
ther received on the 4th instant a copy of the Government Notification 
of January 31st, a translation of this has also been prepared, and all 
possible publicity has been given to the document. General Nott, also, 
in support of the determination which we Itave thus evinced to hold Can- 
dahar, has now made all his arrangements (o take the field, and during 
the last few days I have been employed under his directions in expelling 
the Affghan population from the town preparatory to the movement. This 
extreme measure has been forced upon us by the paramount consideration 
of safety. There were, at least, G,lK)0 Affghans within tl»e walls, who 
in the present state of afiairs, c.ouid not but be'considered inimical to us, 
who had been generally, moreover, in active communication with the 
Dooranee camp, and to control wliom, such a garrison was necessary for 
the protection of the city as threatened to crij)j)le our movements in the 
field. Under such circumstances, expulsion was indispensable, and 
although we have, no doubt, by the measure, iucreustid the national ex¬ 
asperation against us, still we have secured a position in which we may 
resolutely and confidently meet it. A distinction lias been made in this 
clearing of the town, wliich it would have been as well to have avoided, 
had there been a jirospect of aceoiumodation with our Affghan enemies, 
but whj^h has been forced upon us hy circumstances, and from whicli, if 
the war (as is not improbable) should assume a character of inveteracy, 
we shall certainly derive beneficial results. Tlie Sheealis of Candahar 
have always lieeii at enmity witli the Dooraiiees, and in the disturbances 
which have from time to time occurred in (his province, they have evin¬ 
ced a general disposition to side witli us. This feeling has been latterly 
still more directly manifested, and we have, in return, shown our con¬ 
fidence in them by permitting tliem to retain occupation of tlu'ir dwell¬ 
ings. They must consider themselves for the future fully committed in 
our quarrel, and will, 1 think, be found of great value, if our contest 
with the Affghans proceeds to extremities. 

I have now to detail the movements of the Hooranees since the 20th ulti¬ 
mo, when they received their advice from Cabool, aimouncing the Shah’.s 
restoration to jiower. Active measures of annoyance were at once adopt¬ 
ed, a demonstration of force being considered likely to induce us more 
readily to an evacuation of the country. Large detaehiuents of horse 
were thrown out from the Dooranee camp to the vicinity of the city, with 
a view of plundering our camcl.s, cutting off stragglers, and preventing 
ns from foraging. On the 21st, one of our foraging jiarties sustained a 
severe loss from the enemy’s horse, 150 camp followers having been cut 
up, and nearly 300, camels carried off. On , the 25th again, the Doora¬ 
nee horse, nearly 2,000 in number, came down upon another party, but 
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the escort of three regiments which had been sent fo» the protection of 
ttie camels, was too strong for the enemy to attack, aiid nothing occurred 
beyond a little skirmisliing. On tlie 27th, a third party went out to the 
eastward to procure forage, and returned unmolested : and on the 2nd 
a fourth detachment of two regiments and four guns proceeded in the 
same direction, and brought in bhoosa, without falling in with any of the 
enemy’s horse. This brigade, however, remained out during one night 
and a report having in consequence arisen that it had marched for Kclat- 
i-Ghilzye to withdraw the garrison of tliat place, large binlies of the Doo- 
ranee horse proceeded up the Turmuk valley to harass the force. Discover¬ 
ing their mistake, they have since returned, and have encamped for several 
nights a few miles to the south of tlm city, and yesterday they cut up some 
of our camp-followers close under the walls of the city. During this in¬ 
terval, the Dooranee head-quarters have been moved to the left bank of 
the Arghundab river, and the number and sjurits of the party have been 
daily on the increase. It has been the object of the Dooranecs to show 
tliem.selvcs at all points, and to keep us in a state of j)erj)etual alarm. 
They have destroyed the villages of those chiefs who were supposed to be 
friendly to us, have greatly impeded the oonveyance of supplies to the 
city, and have even threatened the cantonments. The numbers of horse 
and foot at ])resent in arms amount, 1 believe, to about 4,000 of the for¬ 
mer, and 5,000 of the latter. It is said that they will, if possible, decline 
an engagement, and content themselves with harassing General Nott’s 
force, which is known to be sadly deficient in cavalry, but they are aware 
that an irregular army, like their own, becomes altogether unmanage¬ 
able when pressed upon by an active foe, and if the dangers therefore of 
dissolution becomes imminent, it is thought that tlmy may try their for¬ 
tune in a battle. Should an acUimi of this sort occur, 1 may confidently 
j)redict that tranquillity will for a tinm be restored to Candahar. The 
t’!d)ool Jaunbaz who are with the enemy will fiy to the northward ; the 
difierent chiefs will take refuge among the tribe in the? remote districts ; 
and some of those who consider themselves the least committed, may 
possibly be induced to come in. 

The future prospects of Ciindahar will most ('utirely depend upon the 
real fticlings of the Shah, and the decision of the British Government with 
respect to him. Should we remain in the country as his supporters, we 
need not anticipate any very formidable opposition. Should Shah 
Shooja on the other hand be regarded as our enemy, I submit, with de¬ 
ference, that in regard to local feelings, Ilis Majesty Shah Kamran will 
prove the most eligible rival to supplant him. Under any other arrange- 
Tiients, the war will become one of great inveteracy, and we can only 
expect to restore order by an overwhelming force, which shall suffice to 
crush altogether the power of the Dooranees. If we d(‘cide upon a 
measure of this sort, the attachment to us of the Slieeah population will 
be a most valuable auxiliarj’, and the Hazareh mountaineers, who are of 
the same faith, will gladly co-<t}>erate with us in the work of complete 
coercion. 

I now do myself the honor to report various other measures, to which 
I have been compelled to give effect during the long period that has 
c1aj)sed since an opportunity ottered for reference to superior autho¬ 
rity. I am still without any instructions on the subject of Herat, but I 
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retain Sirdar Sitbfln Mahomed Khan at Candalmr, as a pledge fm- the 
sincerity of his brother, and as a means for arranging any ndations that 
we may possibly desire to enter into with Shah Kamran, in the event of 
His Majesty’s succeeding in the contest which he has precipitated with Yar 
Mahomed Khan, and which, after a continuance of two months, now 
promises to terminate in His Majesty’s favor. Sirdar Sultan Mahomed 
Khan has been of the utmost service at Candahar in exerting his power¬ 
ful influence with the Alekozye tribe, to detach it from the Dooranee 
confederacy, and, assisted with money whieli I liave advanced to him for 
the purpose, he has so flu- succeeded, tluit the Alekoaj'e chief in the 
Hooraneee camp, one of the first nobles of Candahar, has been aiTcsted 
and threatened witli death by Prince Sufter Jung, for the lukewarmness 
his tribe has displayed in the Dooranee cause, and for being suspected of 
a personal attachment to us. Sirdar Sultan Mahome<l Khan has been iu 
tlie receipt of his allowance of 2(K)0 rupees per mensem, recommended 
in ray dispatch of the 20th of November, since his arrival here, and 
acting on demi-official })cnnission granted by the Envoy some months 
hack, I have also advanced the sum of 10,0tX) rupees to Sirdiu- Been 
Mahomed Khan, in consideration of his brother’s services. 

At the commencement of the Candahar disturbances, fearing that the 
outlaw Attar Klian would attempt to reluru through the Tyumiuiiee 
country, to the Ilelniimd, I made another disbursement (sanctioned by 
the Envoy on a former occasion.) of 10,()(K) rupees to Ibrahim Khan, 
Sirdar of the Tyminuiiecs, to induce him to close tlie i)asscs against our 
enemy. This disbursement has brought us into very friendly relations 
with the Tymniunees, and an agent of the Sirdar still continues to reside 
iu Candahar. Deputations from the chiefs of Seistaii, and from the 
Beloochees and Braliees of Gunnsel, who arrived at Candahar before the 
Cabool revolution broke out, have been obliged to remain here ever since 
at the Government’s expense. The latter ehitds have been very useful iu 
holding the Dooraiiees of Gurmsel in check, ami thus preventing them 
from sending any considerable reinforcements to Sufter Jung’s camp. 
The Ilazareh and Belooch tribes, who returned with Lieutenant Elliot 
from Tireen and Dehrawut, have also resided in Candahar during the 
witttor, and their entertainment here has pledged the tribes over whom 
their influence extends, to support the Jaunbaz detachracut, that, up to 
the present time, has held its ground in Tireen, and paralyzed the move¬ 
ments of the Dooraiiees iu that quarter, where the influence of Mahomed 
Atta Khan is paramount, and the tribes are notoriously strong and 
turbulent. 

The Persian refugee, Agha Khan, is still a guest at Candahar, and 
General Nott, iu consideration of our deficiency of cavalry, has express¬ 
ed a wish that this cliiet) who is possessed of much military experience, 
and whose attacliment to our interests is certain, should bo intrusted with 
the temporary direction of such Parseewan horse as have remaiued true 
to us since the disorganization of the Jaunbaz. Aglia Khan has at pre¬ 
sent about 300 of these horse under his orders, and will accompany 
General Nott in his projected attack upon the enemy. Were we not 
threatened with a deficienc}' of funds for our necessary expence, I should 
venture to recommended that the Parseewan horse were considerably in¬ 
creased, as well with a view of relieving our own cavalry of the harass- 
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ing of patrolling, as to give further confidence to, the Slieeah party, 
and to allow that we can still command the services of a not unimportant 
class of the Candahar population. 

I liave also the honor to bring to the notice of Government, that, dur¬ 
ing the late disturbances, when the sources of local revenue have been 
closed against the Government wliich we sujjport, I have been compelled 
to advance funds for the maintenance of Prince Tiiaour, .of Ablias Khan, 
Sirdar of Candahar, and other chiefs who are entitled to salaries from the 
crown, and remain attaclied to the court of His Royal Higliiiess. I have 
taken upon myself also to grant comjiensation for tlie losses sustained by 
Gaddoo Khan’s Rissalah in November ; and it lias further appeared to 
me on several occasions desirable to expend suras ujion chiefs who have 
supplied us with valuable information, or who have laboured to preserve 
tranquillity among their respective tribe.s. The total sum which I have 
disbursed for contingent expeiices of this nature, inclusive of the original 
advance to Meerza Ahmed Klian, reported in a former part of my letter, 
amounts during the five last months to two lacs eleven thousand and sixty 
six rupees, ten annas and eight ))ice ; and 1 shall take the earliest op¬ 
portunity of submitting a detailed explanation of tlie numerous items 
included in this account. I presume that henceforward I must be guided 
in my political expenditure entirely by General Nott’s view of expediency. 

I have only further to report, that within the last fortnight tlie fortress 
of Girishk has been attacked by the Raruckzyes, but that Bulwant Sing, 
the Hindoostaiiee Killadar, has repulsed the assailants, and is coulideut of 
holding his post whilst his uminunitiou and provisions last. We are alto¬ 
gether witliout intelligence from Ghuznee, but the post of Kelat-i-Ghilzye 
is safe, and General Nott has dimded the oHicer commanding to make 
every preparation for the sustained defence of his position. 

1 have, ific., 

II. C. Rawlinson. 

P, S.—General Nott has marched out of the town thi.s morning with 
five and half regiments of infantry, sixteen guns, and about 1000 horse. 
Tlie Dooraiiees have advanced to meet him, leaving their heavy baggage 
in the rear, and it i.s not nnlikc'ly that, either to-day or to-morrow, an 
action will take place between our troo})s and the enemy. I have every 
reason to be satisfied with the conduct of His Royal Highness Prince 
Tiinour, throughout the whole of the trying circuiristanees in which he 
has been placed. He has witnessed our reverses at Cabool, he has been 
addressed by his father in a iniunier which leads him to believe His 
Majesty to be ininiical to us ; his brother has absconded from Candahar, 
to liead the Dooraiiee rising, and lie has been himself repeatedly solicited 
to make coiiiinoti cause with the insurgents, but he has e.oiitiriued firm to 
us to the present time, and I see no reason whatever to doubt his real 
attachment to our interests. 

No. 252.— Major-Geiieral Nott to Mr. MaMock. 

Candatiar, March 12, 1842. 

Sib,— I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Bight Honorable the Governor-General of India, that during the month 
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ef February, considerable numbers of the rebel forces, under tljj^com- 
mand of Prince Sufter Jung and other Aftghau chiefs, assembled, in tl»e 
vicinity of Candahar, plundering the villages, and by every possible 
means urging the inhabitants to join in an attack upon the British troops. 
In the begining of the present month the enemy approached close to the 
city of Candahar ; I made the necessary arrangements for the safety of 
the city, and leaving the garrison of about 2,600 men in it, I, on the 7tU 
•instant, moved with the remainder of my force against the enemy ; they 
retired as I advanced, they were driv^en first across the Turmuck, and 
then across the Argbuudab. They would not allow the infantry to come 
in contact with them. On the 9th I got near enough to open cur guns 
upon them with great effect. They were soon broken and fled ; my want 
of good cavalry saved them from being totally destroyed. They were 
dispersed in every direction. During a march of five days opposed to 
12,000 of the enemy, who had upwards of 6,000 well mounted cavalry, 
not a camel was taken or a particle of baggage lost. The troops march¬ 
ed without tents, both officers and imm, and tlie oondnet of my artillery 
and infantry was excellent. I think this dispersion of the rebel force will 
have the best effect, iis it will convince tlie inliabilants that the chiefs 
cannot face us in the fi(dd with any cliance of success. I am now doing 
all in my power to conciliate tlie villagers, and to induce them to return 
to the cultivation of their lauds, and to live in peace, under the assur¬ 
ance of protection. During my absence a strong detachment of the 
enemy made an attempt on the city, and succeeded iu burning one of the 
gates, but they were n'pulsed with great loss by the gallantry of the 
troops in garrison, under the command of Major Lane, of the 2nd Regi¬ 
ment of Native Infantry, whose report shall be forwarded for the informa¬ 
tion of Government, by the fir.st opjiortunitj. 

I have, fScc., 

W. Nott. 

TSTo. 253 .—Brigadier England to Mr. Madihch. 

Camp, near Quetta, March 22 , 1842 . 

'Sir, —I beg to acquaint 5 'ou, for the information of tlie Right Hoiior- 
lable the Governor-General iu Council, and in continuation of my letter 
of the 3rd, that 1 arrived at this place with the troops mentioned in the 
margin of that communication, on the 16th in.stant. 

2. In advancing through the Bolan Pass, I succeede.d in turning the 
most dangerous part of that defile, by detaching a flanking party to the 
right of the zig-zag, its extremity in this direction, but there was no ap¬ 
pearance of any intention on the part of the people of that region to dis¬ 
pute our progress. 

3. The weatlier below the Passes was soon found to be no criterion as 
to the temperature above, for the thermometer at 7 iu the morning stands 
in this cara^ usually at 40°. 

4. Nevertheless,,the influence of our advance has occurred happily at 
a moment when the successes of the 9th and 10th at Candahar were pro- 
ducingr similar effects in fliat quarter ; and I cannot but consider, tliat 
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ow'mg^ t« these combined causes, the insurrection is ifow but languidly 
sustained southward of that city. 

5 . I apprehend that the second division of troops, which I had allot¬ 
ted to follow me to this place, when withdrawn from Shikarpore and 
other stations, where their presence had been required by the political 
agent of Sinde and Beloochistan, will not arrive here for ten days from 
tliis date, for the disappointments in carriage set aside all accuracy of 
ciiloulation in military movements in this country ; and the uncertainty 
of the weather is still a serious impediment. 

fi. I haye found little or no aid in camels prepared for me here, but 
I rely much on the political effect of our arrival, and tliut our presence 
will give the people some contidence in l)riHging to our camp tliese ani¬ 
mals for sale ; and as I am led to suppose that the resources of the 
whole Pislieeu Valley will be better secim'd by a movement in that di¬ 
rection, its climate also being much milder than tills, and the very fact of 
advancing lieiug at all times important, onr numbers as usual being much 
ningni^od, 1 propose to make one or two marches in the direction of 
Killa Abdoolah in a few days, and there await tiie reinforcement 1 expect 
from Dadiir. 

7. It will tlif.a become my duty to consider liow I can best aid the 
garrison of Candahar, in conveying to it tlie treasure, musket-ammuni¬ 
tion, Htc. wlii(di I have brongiit tints far for tlnit purpose, and of whioli it 
has lieen often stated to me tliat tliiw are in need : and I shall not ftiil to 
do roy utmost to give facility atid effect to tltesf; desirable measures, 
thoiigli it is evident by Major-General Nott’s communication to me of the 
l ull instant, and from various other letters from Major Rawliiison, lliat 
(lie possibility of tlieir detacliing a brigade to receive tliesc supplies at 
I lie Ivojuck, as I had suggested, is not eoiiteraplated ; on the otlier hand, 
it is clear tliat I am expected to convey tlieiu the wliolc distance to 
(.'andahar. 

8 . By present eirciimstaiKOs I think it very probiiide that I may be 
'‘iiabitHl to accomplish tlie rt^lief in question liy the end of next montlt, 
■althout risk or injury to tlie tramiuiUity of Sinde or Beloociiistan ; but 
I am perfectly imjiressod with tlie prudential considerations attached to 
•ill piirts of this question. 

fi. It is my intention to maintain a garrison of 1500 men at Quetta, 
and to improve in some meiiaure the defences of that place. 

10. I cannot, however, too much lament the paucity of troops with 
me, the slender means of carriage, and the especial deficiency, both here 
and at Candahar, of cavalry, fof I should not doubt it somewhat more 
formidably equipped in tliese respects, that our supremacy in tliese 
countries and to the northward, would be at once placed in a true and 
rapid progress of re-establisluneul. 

I have, &e., 

R. England. 


No. 254 —Briffadier Englaml to Lieutenant-Cohtiel Powell. 

Camp, at KoocMaci, March 25, 1842. 

^ StB,—I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of his 
Excellency the Comraander-iu-Cliief, tliat a body of the insurgent horse. 


J. I. 
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amounting appareiftly to about 10(), having sliown themselves this morn¬ 
ing on the hills near this camp and in the direction of Hy.derzee, I caus¬ 
ed them to be attacked by a detachment of Captain Leslie’s troop of the 
horse brigade, supported by a troop of the 3rd Light Cavalry. 

The officers immediately engaged in this affair, in which Captain 
Cliristie, of the 3rd Bengal Cavalry, assisted, report that nothing could 
exceed the ardour and good conduct of their men. 

The enemy left five dead bodies on the field, and we have had two men 
wounded and one horse killed ; two horses are missing. 

I have, &e., 

R. E.\gi.and. 

No. 255.— Major-General England to Major-General Nott 

Camp, near Qnctta, April 1, 184i2. 

Sir, —I wish to acquaint you that the insurgents are so strongly post¬ 
ed and stockaded in a defile which leads from the village of Hyjplzye 
to the plains in this direction, that 1 am of opinion that it is not to be 
forced by less than a strong brigade ; and such brigade should be equip¬ 
ped with mortars. I had no infonuution whatever of this defensive 
arrangement on the part of the insurgents until I was stojiped by it, with 
some loss of men, in my way to the village of Ilykulzye, at which place 
1 liad intended to wait for my reinforcements, now in progress through 
the Bolan, and then to proceed to Killa Abdoola with some treasure, &c., 
for the use of the force under your command. I shall again attempt 
this operation with a brigade’lightly eipiijiped, and without knapsacks, 
as soon as 1 hear from you that you are prepared to meet it on the 
northern side of the Kojuck, and that this aid of treasure is absolutely 
necessary to you ; but it would in my opinion be most prejudicial to the 
safety of Quetta, if I remained longer from it than merely to perform this 
service. I beg to advise that the force you send to meet me at Killa 
Abdoola should be strong with mortars, if you cau spare them, as T have 
none, for I am credibly informed that the Kojuck is stockaded. It is, 
however, possible I believe to turn it. I have had no intelligence from 
Candahar since the 19th. 

I have, &c., 

* R. Engi.and. 

No. 256.— Mojoi'-General E^iqland. to Mr, Maddock. 

Camp, near Quetta, Ajiril 2, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Rfg-ht Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that having advamted 
from hence on the 26th ultimo, with the troops mentioned in the margin*, 
I arrivt'd at the entrance of a defile which leads to the village of Ilykul¬ 
zye early on the 28th, at which jilace I had intended to await the 
remainder of the brigade now in progress to this place through the 
Bolan Pass. 


* Four guns, Worse Brigade; 1 troop 3rd Light Cavalry ; 5 companies Her 
Majesty’s 41st Beg'*^cnt; C companies Boml iiy Native Infantry ; 50 Poona Horse. 
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2. From tlie total impossibility which now evident]^ prevails in ob¬ 
taining any sort of information of the enemy, and from, the stern silence 
observed on such subjects by even, those whose interest seems to depend 
on our success, I had no reason whatever to suppose that the people 
visible on these hills near Hykulzye were more than an assemblage of the 
scouts and marauders which are thus placed on all parts of this country 
wherever our troops traverse it; and the principal men of the village of 
llyderzie, which is but six miles from the defile in question, and who 
received us on the preceding day with the greatest apparent cordiality, 
carefully kept from our knowledge though much (luestioned on the sub¬ 
ject, that Mahomed Sadig, the insurgent chief south of Candahar, was 
strongly posted iu the pass above-mentioned and contiguous heights, for 
the express purpose of opposing our jmogress. 

S. It became evident as we approached,, that there was some prepa¬ 
ration ma<le for resistance by the insurgents on the commanding ground 
which flanked our line of march at this point ; and, after a rapid recou- 
noissance, I proceeded to attack the principal hill by four light coin- 
l)anies, including that of Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment, supporting the 
attack by the remainder of the wing of that corps, under cover of the 
four guns of Cajitain Leslie’s Horse Artillery ; the remainder of the 
troops being duly distributed for the protection of the baggage. 

4. The enemy kept his strength concealed behind a succession of 
breastworks improved by a ditch and abattis, until our advance reached 
the crest of his exterior defence, wlnm a crowded body suddenly sprung 
u)>, and made the contest so unequal, that it was immediately evident it 
could not be advantageously maintained. 

.5. The light companies fell back, therefore, on the small supporting 
column of Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment, which, on the appearance of the 
enemy’s cavalry, which now rushed out from behind the hills, formed 
s!juare, and gallantly resisted the eflorts which were made to penetrate 
ami break it ; the matchlock men of the enemy still keeping up a sharp 
and destructive fire from the luaghts. 

(). To persevere in a second attack on the now developed strength of 
the enemy, with (he small numbers I had dis}iosable for such an operation, 

1 deemed to be unwarrantable ; and I therefore determined to move by 
my right to the ruined village of Bazar, three miles to north-east, 
in which direction the baggage was first ordered to proceed, and the 
troops followed across tte plain in echellou of squares, the artillery pro- 
t( ctiiig by alternate guns, and the whole covered by as good a display of 
cavalry as we luuf at command. 4|| 

7. The steady manner in which this movement was made, prevented 
any close molestation from the enemy ; neither did they make any attack ■ 
on us during the night. 

8. I here discovered that 400 men, principally cavalry, had joineii the 
insurgents’ forces, from Candahar, the day before my arrival, and that, 
with a view to resist us, Mahomed Sadig had collected also at this point, 
from Shorauent and Shawl, 500 men, and the Mirza, a Kakur chief, with 
100 of that tribe, also formed part of his force ; the rest of the enemy’s 
strength was made up by the Atdiukzye horse, formerly in our service, by 
armed villagers of the neighbourhood, making an estimated total of at 

L L 2 



276 

least l,oOO or 2,0P0 men. Many officers, however, consider it to have 
been much greater. 

9. I moreover discovered that the defences within which the enemy 
fought, had been works of two moiitlis’ preparation, and I have seldom 
seen better cavalry than those, which, for the Jirnt time, displayed them¬ 
selves, when the light companies fell back on Her Majest 3 '’s 41st, at 
which moment several ol’ the enemy were bayoneted in their attack on 
the square of that half battalion. 

10. On the morning of the 29th, it was perceptible that the insur¬ 
gents had been collecting furtlier reinforcements of armed vUlagers 
during the night, and that arrangements were making by them on 
an increased scale to resist any renewed assault on our part ; and it 
being evident that the object of my remaining in the Pisheen Valley 
was negatived, whilst its resources and communications were thus in the 
hands of an enemy much stronger than myself, and that the latter could 
not be dislodged from the important heigiits lie occupied without incur¬ 
ring severe additional losses, I felt I should best serve the views and 
interests of Goverumeni, by falling back to my position at this place 
until reinforced ; and 1 am hapjiy to say that this difficult operation 
has been accomplished, althougli encumbered with a train o:j^,o()0 bag¬ 
gage animals and camels, and four a nd a half lacs of treasure, and many 
wounded men, notwdtlistanding the constant presence of the enemy, 
witliout hurry, and without incurring tlie loss of any baggage or article 
of public property beyond such as might reasonable happen in any or¬ 
dinary march in India. 

11. In passing near some strong ground yesterday near Koochlaeh, a 
company of Her Majesty’s list lU'giment ascended a steep hill on our 
left, and killed sixteen of a jiarty of the eiieni)', from whom onr uolumn 
was reeciving some annoyance in its jirogress many others being 
wounded. 

12. Having now detailed tlie circumstances belonging to the military 

events in this vicinity for the last few days, I sidicit tlie favour of bring¬ 
ing to the notice of tlie Right Honorable the Governor-General in Coun¬ 
cil, the good conduct of t lie troops generally, and the gallantry of Her 
Majesty’s 41st in particular, under Major llrowne. I had every reason 
to be also satisfied witli the good practice of Cajitain Leslie’s efficient 
battery and Major Apthorp, of the 20tli llombay Native infantry (severely 
wounded, and since dead), led the light companies to the attack in the 
best possible style. * 

13. I have received from Major'VVyllie. Assistant Adjutant-General, 
Captain Boyd, Assistant Qiiarter-Master-Geiieral, Captain Davidson, 
Deputy Commissary-General, and the rest of the officers of the stalf, 
very valuable and zealous assistance. 

14. I beg to inclose a return of killed and wounded, as well as a 
copy of a letter which has this day been addressed to me by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stacy, of the 43rd Bengal Native Infantry, who has been a 
volunteer with this fqrce during its recent operations, and I quite concur 
in the sentiments expressed in the 6th paragraph of the laeutenant-Colo- 
nel’s communication. 
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15. I further bq? leave to submit, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, a copy of a letter which I 
Jiave this day addressed to General Nott. 

I have, &c., 

R. England. 

Sinde Field Force.—Beturn of Casualties in Action with the Enemy, near Ilyhulzye, 
on the 28th March, 1842. 

Head-Quarters, Camp near Koocldaeh, March 30, 1842. 

Her Majesty’s 4l8t Regiment of Foot—1 captain, 2 serjeants, 1 corporal, 14 pri¬ 
vates, killed; 1 serjeant, 1 corporal, 50 privates, wounded. 

Light Company 6th Regiment R. 1.—1 sepoy, killed ; 3 sepoys, wounded. 

Light Company 20th Regiment N. I.—5 sepoys, killed; 1 major, 2 naicks, 7 
sepoys, wounded. 

Light Company 25th Regiment N. I.—1 naick, 2 sepoys, killed; 6 sepoys, 
wounded. 

Total—1 captain, 2 serjeants, 2 corporals or naicks, 22 privates or sepoys, killed ■, 
1 major, 1 seijeant, 3 corporals or naicks, 63 privates or sepoys, wounded. 

Grand Total—27 killed ; 71 wounded. 

Names of Officers hilled or wounded. 

Captain W. May, Her Majesty’s 41 st Regiment, killed. 

Major Apthorp, 2()th Native Infantry, commanding Light Battalion, wounded, 
severely and dangerously, since dead. 

lieniarhs. 


Wounded—13 privates, dangerously ; 1 serjeant, 3 corporals, 20 privates, severe¬ 
ly ; 33 privates slightly. 


W. Wyllib. 


No. 251 .—E.dract of a Ertter from, hiv.utcnant-Colonel Stacy to 
Mujor-Gemral Enylaml. 

Quetta, March 31, 1842, 

I have said tlie affair of tlie 28th, liowever distressing, has not been 
unproductive of good ; it has shewn us, besides other facts, that our 
intelligence is next to nothing, our information so imperfect, that the 
existence of the entrenched position, which it tippears the enemy Iiad 
been engtiged on tlic last two months, was utterly unknown to us, nor 
should we, I believe, have learnt that similar works have been prepared 
in the Kojuck, but for an advance on Ilykulzye. Let it be observed, 
that our ignorance of the existence of tins entrenchment, and the time 
necessarily takeiwR) prepare it, prove, no less, our want of common infor¬ 
mation beyond our piejuets, than the astonishing unanimity which is 
leagued against us. 


No. 258.— Tlte Governor-General of India to the Secret Committee. 

Hemres, April 22, No. 4, 1842. 

(Extract.)—I have the honor to transmit to you copies of the several 
letters addressed by me from this city, to his Excellency the Coinmander- 
in-Chief, and the instructions 1 have deemed it right to send to Major- 
General Nott. 
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Tliese several drtcumeiila will place you fully in possession of the views 
I entertained at the period at whicih those letters were written. 

Yesterday I received t!ie dispatcii containing the gratifying account of 
Sir Robert Side’s victory at JelJalabad, and other dispatches conveying 
the intelligence of Brigadier England’s having regained his position at 
Quetta without further loss, and of his having been joined there by the 
remainder of Ids brigade. • 

These several events althongli they improve our prospects to some ex¬ 
tent, have in no respect altered iny didiberate opinion, that it is expedient 
to withdraw the troops under Major-General Pollock, and those under 
Major-General Nott, at the earliest practicable period, into positions 
wherein they may have certain and easy communication with India. 

That opinion is found upon a general v'wrw of our military, political, 
and financial situation, and is not liable to be lightly changed. I shall do 
ail in my power, to make manifest the high estimation in which f hold 
the conduct of Major-General Sir Robert Sale and the garrison of Jellala- 
bad. I Iransndt, herewith, a copy of the Notification I have prefixed to 
the Gazette, and shall consider in what further manner I may confer 
honor upon that distinguished officer, and his gallant brothers in arms. 

No. 259.— 3Ir, 3Iud(lock to Major-General Nott 

Benares, hpril 19, 1842. 

Sm,—I am directed by the Governor-General to instruct you to lake 
immediate measures for drawing off the garrison of Kelat-i-Gliilzye. You 
will effectually destroy all such guns as you cannot conveniently bring 
away. You will destroy the fort likewise, unless, at the time at which 
the operation shall be effected, which is hereinbefore enjoined. Prince 
Timour, having remained fiiithful to British interests, shall possess a 
sufficient force to be reasonably expected to be able to maintain that fort, 
upon your giving it into' his charge. 

2. You will evacuate the city of Candahar, giving that too into the 
charge of Prince Timour under the circumstances above-mentioned : you 
will otherwise ruin its defences before you evacuate it. 

3. You will then proceed to take up a position at Quetta, until the 
season may enable you to retire upon Sukkur. 

4. The object of the above-directed ntcasures is, to withdraw all our 
forces to Sukkur at the earliest period at which the season and other 
circumstances may permit you to take up a new pukion there. The 
manner of effecting this, now necessary, object is liowever left to your 
discretion. 

5. You will understand that, in the event of Prince Timour having 
continued faithful, it is the desire of the Governor-General to afford him 
the means of preserving, by his own native troops, or any other troops 
in his pay, the city of Candahar, and the fort of Kelat-i-Ghilzye ; but no 
British guns must be left which you can carry away ; and no British 
officer must remain in his service, retaining his commission in the British 
army. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maudock. 
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No. 260 .—The Governor-General of India to ^General Sir 
■m- Jasper NicoUs. 

Benares, April 19, 1842. 

Genekai., —The fall of the citadel of Ghnznee had removed the prin¬ 
cipal object for which it was expedient to retain the force under It^jor- 
General Nott, in its advanced position at Candahar. 

2. The severe check experienced by Brigadier England’s small corps 
on the 28th ultimo,—an event disastrous as it was unexi)ected,—and of 
wliich we have not yet iiifonnation to enable us to calculate all the 
rtisults,—has a tendency so to cripple the b(;fore limited means of move¬ 
ment and of action which wei'c possessed by Major-General Nott, as to 
render it expedient to take immediate measures for the ultimate safety of 
that officer’s corps, by witlidrawing it, at the earliest practicable period, 
from its advanced position, into nearer communication witli India. 

.“I. Under this impression, 1 have thought it riglit to transmit the 
enclosed instructions to Major-General Nott. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenbokougii. 


No. 261.— Tlw Governor-General of India to General Sir Jasper 

Uieoi/s. 

Benares, April 19, 1842. 

Genek’ae,— The intelligence just received of the succ(!ssful entrance of 
Major-General Pollock into the Khyber Pass, su[>i)ort.ed by a large body 
of Sikh troops, and the more recent accounts from Jellaiabad, seem to 
justify the expectation that, by this diij', the junction of Major-General 
I'ollock with Major-General Sir Robert Sale w'ill have been effected, and 
their combined force be in sufficient strength, either to retain possession 
of the country near the Jellaiabad during the hot season, or to return 
without material loss to the vicinity of Peshawar. 

2. The retention of the combined force in the vicinity of Jellaiabad, 
during the hot months, may be more conducive to the health of the troops 
than a retrograde inarch througli the Khyber Pass, and might have some 
material iuHuence upon any negotiation which might be instituted for an 
exeliange of prisoners. 

fi. On the other hand, it is obvious that the position of Major-General 
Pollock’s force at«pne end of a long and difficult pass, with an enemy in 
its front, and an ally, not to be entirely depended upon, in its rear, is not 
one in which, having regard to military considerations alone, a general 
would readily place himself. 

4. It has been already intimated to your E-xcellency, in the letter 
from the Governor-General in Council of the loth Mai'ch, tliat, in the 
opinion of the Government, military considerations alone should liereafter 
direct the movements of the British armies in Affghanistan. 

5. The only question, therefore, will be, in which position, will Major 
General -Pollock’s force remain during the hot months with most security 
to itsel:^ and witli the least imessure upon the heftlth of the troops, its 
ultimate retirement within the Indus being a i)oiut determined upon. 
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because the roas<)«8 for our first crossing the Indus have ceased to 
exist. "" 

6. Your Excellency is so much nearer the scene of action in Upper 
Affghaiiistan than I am, or can soon be ; and you are, moreover, other¬ 
wise .80 much more qualified to fonn a correct opinion upon this subject 
than I am, that I feel I do best by leaving it in your ExceUency’s hands, 
and by requesting you to issue any instructions beyond those he already 
has, which your Excellency may think necessary for the guidance of 
Major-General Pollock. 

7. I have forwarded to the'Major-General a copy of tlus letter. 

I liavc, &c., 

EuLENBOIlOUGn. 


No. 262.— The Govenior-Gnieral of India to General Sir 
Jasper JVicolht. 

Benares, April 19, 1842. 

Generai, —In my letters of this day’s date, 1 have (,‘omiuunicated to 
your Excellency tlie instructions I liave deemed it right to send at once 
to Major-General Nott, .and luive Teepjested your Excellency to send llie 
further instructions which you may deem nwess.ary to Maior-Goneral 
PoUock. 

2. The object of the insteuctions which will thus be given to those 
officers is to bring their respective corps into easy and certain communi¬ 
cation with India. 

3. What ulterior destination may be given to those corps, when that of 
Major-Gcnersd Nott, having drawn offtlie garrison of Kclat-i-Ghilzie, shall 
be concentnatod ultimately in the vicinity of Sukkur, and th.at of Major- 
General PoUock, having drawn offtlie garrison of .lellalabad, shall lie again 
on this side of the Khyber Pass, is a matter of the most serious consider¬ 
ation, and one upon which 1 am most anxious to ha.ve the opportunity of 
conferring personally with your Excellency, or with some officer in your 
confidence, whom you may dejmte to me for tliat purpose. 

4. If new aggressive movements upon Aflghanistan should be deemed 
to be necessary, it will be for our consideration, whether it may not be 
possible to select a new line of operations leading directly upon Ghuznee, 
which may enable us to concentrate our forces, and to hold them in more 
immediate and secure communic.ation with India. • 

5. It will, however, likewise be for consideration, whether our troops, 
having been redeemed from the state of peril in wliieh they have been 
placed in Affghanistan, and, it may still be hoped, not without the inflic¬ 
tion of some severe blow upon the Atfghan array, it would be justifiable 
again to push them for no other olyect than that of revenging our losses, 
and of re-establishing, in all its original brilliancy, our military character. 

6. Whatever may be tlic course upon which we may ultimately de¬ 
cide, it will ^ my anxious desire to carry with us the Sikh Government: 
tlie cordial aid of thaf. Government will .still be required, should we deter¬ 
mine upon the adoption of a new central line of operations ; and its cor¬ 
dial concurrence will likewise Ik* required to enable us to terminate witli 
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propriety anti <llgiiity tho military measures in whieW we have been in¬ 
volved by tlie Triimrtite 'J'reaty. 

7. With a view to secure the tranquillity of India, while so large a 
portion of our force is beyond tlie Indus, it ap[)ears to me that it would 
be advisable to form, at the earliest ])sriod, an army of reserve, of at least 
15,000 men of all arras, pei-fectly etptippcd for immediate service, in such 
a position as may make it at once an apparent support to tlie corps in 
advance, and an object of apprelietisioii to all who may entertain designs 
of hostility against tlie liritish Govonmient. 

8. It is impossible to doubt tliat, upon the first intelligence of the 
disasters experienced in tJabool, tlie Home AutWrities will have taken 
measures for largely reiiiToreiiig us witli IJritish troops. 

{). I shall not fail to iiiqirc^ss iqion them the expedicney of largely 
inereasing tlie jirojiortion wiiieh Llrilisli troojis liave of late years borne 
to tlie total rmnibers of the army in India, and of adopting other 
measure.'? for inereasing the efiieiency of the native portion of our force. 

I have, &c., 

ELLKNBOBOnGU. 


No. — The G(»\'r//or-Gfiii‘nil of Tmlio 1o the Secret Committee. 

All(ihaliii(1, No. 10, May 17, 1843. 

IIoNouuAnui: Sia.s,—Jlajor-GeiKTal Pollock iiroseeiited his march 
upon Je.llalabad, witlioiit further ojijiosilion than that he had encountered 
ill the Khybcr J’ass. and arrivc'd there on the lOtli ultimo. 

On tlio 20t.h, tlie Major-General detached a force to meet Colonel 
Holton's brigade, which had readied I’eshawur on the 2]st ; and tlie two 
formed tlieir junetiou, and marched together to Jcllalabad, without 
eneounteriiig an enemy. 

At Jcllalabad, the united force was ou half rations. Grain was coming 
in, and by the last a<'comits more rajiidly ; hut the force had no sufficient 
means of moveini'iit, and seemed to lie unable to procure any ; otlierwise, 
the discouragement vras such amoiig.st the enemy, and the confusion sucli, 
coiiseqiu'iit ujion the dt'cease of Shall Shooja, that the inarch of the force 
upon Cabool, liad it been eipiiiijied with the means of movement, and 
well siipjilied, would have been at tiic iiiouieiit a march probably 
unopposed. 

Apprehending that negotiations wotild be opened for the release of tlie 
lirisoiiers now in the liaiids of tlie Affghaiis, I bad, on the 25tli of April, 
informed Major-General Pollock that tlie IJritish Government would not 
ransom prisoners ; but that if all our prisoners were surrendered, we 
would surrender all without any reservation ; but that i^ a partial 
exchange only were agreed upon, Dost Mahomed could not be given uj). 

As soon as I had reason to belici’c that Shah Shooja was actually dead, 

I addressed a letter to Major-General Pollock, dated the 28th of April, 
informing him that, in the pre.sent divided state of Aftyiauistan, the Bri- 
li.sli Government could not prudently recognize any successor to the 
throne, althongh it ■was di'sirous of seeing cstablislicd in Affghanistan a 
national Government, approved by tlie people, w'itli which it could main- 
t'lin relations of amity. 1 likewise infonneU iMajor-Geiicral Pollock that 
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because the reasons for our first crossing the Indus hare ceased to 
exist. * 

6. Your Excellency is so much nearer the scene of action in Upper 
Aftghanistan than I am, or can soon be ; and you are, moreover, other¬ 
wise so much more qualified to form a correct opinion upon this subject 
than I am, that 1 feel I do best by leaving it in your Excellency’s hands, 
and by requesting you to issue any instructions beyond those he already 
has, which your Excellency may think necessary for the guidance of 
Major-General Pollock. 

7- I have forwarded to the* Major-General a copy of this letter. 

I liave, &c., 

EnLENKOnOUGH. 


No. 262.— The Goccnior-Geiiernl of India to General Sir 
Juaprr Niculh. 

Benares, April 19, 1842. 

Geneiiai., —In my letters of this day’s date, 1 have comniunicated to 
your Excellency the instructions 1 have d(!cnicd it right to send at once 
to Major-General Nott, and have re()ncste<l your Excellency to send the 
further instructions wduch you may deem nwessary to Major-General 
Pollock. 

2. The object of the insteuctions whicli will thus be given to those 
officers is to bring their respective corps into easy and certain communi¬ 
cation with India. 

3. What ulterior destination may be given to tho.se corps, when that of 
Major-General Nott, having draw'n off the gamson of Kelat-i-Ghikie., shall 
be concentrated ultimately in the vicinity of Sukkur, and that of Major- 
General Pollock, having drawn ofi'the garrison of .Jellalabad, shall be again 
on this side of the Khybcr Pass, is a matter of the most seriotis consider¬ 
ation, and one upon which 1 an» most anxious to liave the opportunity of 
conferring personally W'ith your Excelh'iny, or with some officer in your 
confidence, whom you may depute to me for that purpose. 

4. If new aggressive movements upon Affghauistan should be deemed 
to be necessary, it will be for our cfmsideration, whether it may not be 
possible to select a new line of operations leading directly upon Ghuznee, 
which may enable us to concentrate our force.s, and to hold them in more 
immediate and secure communication with India. * 

.5. It will, however, likewi.se be for consideration, whether our troo)>s, 
having been redeemed from the state of peril in which they have been 
placed in Affghauistan, and, it may still be hoped, not without the inflic¬ 
tion of some severe blow upon the Affghan anny, it would be justifiable 
again to push them for no other object than that of revenging our losses, 
and of re-establishing, in all its original brilliancy, our military character. 

6. Whatever may be the course! uiion whicli we may ultimately de¬ 
cide, it will lie my anxious desire to carry with us the Sikh Government: 
the cordial aid of tliaf. Government will kill be required, should we deter¬ 
mine upon the adoption of a new central line of operations ; and its <!or- 
■dial concurrence will likewise lie rccpiired to enable us to termiimte with 
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propriety and dignity the military measures in whiel* we hare been in¬ 
volved by the Tripartite Ti'caty. 

7. With a view to secure the tranquillity of India, while so large a 
portion of our force is beyond the Indus, it appears to me that it would 
be advisable to form, at the earliest period, an army of reserve, of at least 
15,000 men of all arms, ])erfect!y equipped for immediate service, in such 
a position as may make it at once an apparent support to the corps iu 
advance, and an object of apprehension to all who may entertain designs 
of hostility against tlie British Government. 

8. It is impossible to doubt tbat, upon the first intelligence of the 
disasters experienced in (iabo'j!, (he Home AutHrities will have taken 
measures for largt^ly reiiif(»rcing us witli Britisli troops. 

9. I sliall not fail to impress upon them t!ie expediency of largely 
increasing the p)"o))ortion wiiicli British tiviops have of late years borne 
tn tlie total numbers of the army in India, and of adopting other 
measure.^ ibr increasing tlie (adicicncy of tlie native jiortion of our force. 

I have, &e.. 

EuLnxBOKoucn. 


No. 2()3.— 77/c Govcrtwr-Gvnrral of Lidia lu ike Secret Committee. 

AUohahad, No. 10, Mm/ 17, 1842. 

IIoxoT'KABi.E Snss,—^lajor-General Bollock prosecuted his march 
iijion .Icllalabud, witlioiit further oppositio* than that he liad encountered 
in the Kliybcr I’ass, and arriv ed there on the ItJtli ultimo. 

On the 2()th, the Jlajor-Gcneral dctaclied a force to meet Colonel 
Bolton’s brigade, which laid reached Beshawur on the 21.st ; and the two 
formed their juiietion, and murelied together to Jcllalabad, without 
encountering an enemy. 

At Jcllalabiid, tlie united force was on half rtttioris. Grain was coming 
in, and by the last accounts more rapidly ; but (be force had no sufficient 
means of movement, and sei'incd to lie unable to jirocure any ; otherwise, 
tiie diseouriigcmeut was such amongst tlie enemy, rikI the confusion such, 
consequent upon the decease of Shah Shouja, that the march of the force 
upon C.abool, bad it been eipiipped with the means of movement, and 
well siijiplied, would have been at the moment a march probably 
unopposed. 

.\ppreheruliiig that negotiations would bo opened for the release of the 
l)risoncr.s now in the hands of the Affghans, I had, on the 25th of April, 
informed Mtijor-Gencral Bollock that the British Government would not 
I'an.som prisoners : but that if all our prisoiUTs were surrendered, we 
Would surrender all without any reservation : but that i^ a partial 
cxeliaiige only were agreed iqiou. Dost Mahomed could not be given up. 

As soon !is I had reason to believe that Shah Slioqja was actually dead, 

I addressed a let ter to Major-General Bollock, dated the 28th of April, 
informing him tliat, iu the present divided state of Affglianislan, the Bri- 
tish Government could not prudently recognize any successor to the 
throne, altliotigli it was di'sirous of seeing estiiblislipd in Affghanistan a 
national Govermnout, approved by the people, with which it ecntld roain- 
biiii relations of amity. 1 likewise iuforined iMajor-Gcneral Bollock that 

>1 M 
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lie might ncgoeiat» for aii exeliangc of prisoners, with a de facto Goverii- 
inciit. 

Your Coniniittce is already aware that, on tlie 19th ultimo, I requested 
the Cominander-in-Chicf to give any further instruetions his Excellency 
might deem m“eessarj' to Major-(Jent>ral I’ollock. In the first instance, 
his Excellency infonued me, by a letter dated tlie. 27th of April, that he 
had not ventured to give any such instructions. L'pou the receipt of this 
letter, I addressed to Major-tu'iieral Pollock, on tlie Ith of May, a letter 
wherein I informed him, that neither Ids ad\anee through the Khylier, 
nor the victory of Sir Robert Sale, nor tlie death of Shah Shooja, had 
varied my views. On ^Ite eoiitraiy, tliose events appeared to render his 
retirement more easy than it would have been, had iinporiaiit political 
considerations appeared to require oilier and ulterior o])eratioiis. I 
expressed an opinion that his deficient means of inovenient and provision 
would have already Induced him to withdraw within the Khyher Pass. 
I reminded the Major-General that no great objeet could be aeeoinjdished 
by an army deficient in the means of moveineiil and supply : and 1 added, 
that I could experience no higher gratiliration than that of hearing that, 
the health of his army having been jireserved, it was in a secure position, 
having certain communication with India. 

On the 29tli of April, the Gommander-in-Gliief did adilress orders to 
Major-General Pollock, directing him to retire at oiiee, and only allowing 
him, under certain and specified eiveuiiistanees. to delay that movement. 

TTpon the receipt of tliis eominunieation 1. on tlie (itli of May, express¬ 
ed my entire approval of it, but auaiii eantioned tlie Major-Genei-al not 
to endanger the liealtli of bis trooiis, wliieli 1 feared might he seriously 
affected by the march across the Puujah at this .season, directed hy the 
Commauder-iii-C'hiei'. 

Anticipating the possiliility that Major-General Pollock might liaxe 
advanced upon Gabool, after reliei iiig .lellalabad, 1 lane already, on tlie 
28th of April, informed him that that e\ent would in no respect vary the 
view I jireviously took of the policy to he pursued ; and that 1 adhered 
to the opinion that the only safe course was that of withdrawing the army 
under his eomniaud, at the earliest practicable jieriod, into positions 
within the Kliyber I’ass, where it might jiossess easy and certain comiiiu- 
nicatiori with India. 

I authorised tlie Major-General to place tiu' Sikhs in possession of 
Jellalabad, if lie sbonld receive instruetions to that elfeet from Mr. Glerk. 
I had under.stood that the Sikhs were desirous of possessing lliat jilaee, 
with a view to tlic protection of the territories on the left htink of tlie 
Cabool river, wliicli they I'ovoted for tbeinsclvi's, and wbieb, under 
present cijcumstancc.s, I see no reason for withholding from them ; on 
the contrary, I considered tliiit if the .I iminioo Rajahs could he induced 
to give up their sclieines of emnjuests bcj'oiid the Himalaya, ami be con¬ 
tent to extend theinsches in tin* territory on tlie hdt bank of tlie Gabool 
river, our interests w'ould bi' jiromoted. 

The unfortunate repulse of Miijor-Gcner.'il England in the Pesheeri 
valley had not the fatal eonsequenees I was led to anticipate, wdicn the 
last overland mail was di.spatehed. He was enabled to retreat upon 
Quetta, on the 1st of i\pril, without furtlier loss ; and he was soon .after 
joined there hy the remaining jiortion of his force, w'hich efl'ceted its 



283 


)Kissiigc througli tlic Bolau Pass without iiuy difficiiity. He hud then 
men at Quetta, and Ixigan to fortify his position. 

1 instructed Major-General Nott to withdraw the garrison of Kelat-i- 
Ghilzyc, and to retire to tiuetta on liis route to Sukkur, under the 
impression that Brigadier England’s force iniglit almost be considered as 
lost, and that the brigade advancing tlirough tin; Bulan Pass would be 
seriously opp(»sed : tlie more favoural)le state of tilings has not induced 
me to vary the order given i'or his retirement, whieli tlie season will not 
permit him to carry into etlect liefore October. 

Major-General Nott has directed Brigadier England to move on the 
Kojnck Pass with 2,d0() ; iind he was to send a brigade to meet him. I 
apprciheiid, tliat about the 10th of this month, Brigadier England's force 
of 2,500 men, together with the force sent to meet him, having passed 
the Kojnck, will have reachial (.’ani'ialiar. 

Major-General Mott will tlnai havi under his orders above the passes a 
force of more than l;i,000 men. Me w'ill be enabled to feed that force ; 
but not, 1 apiirehcnd, to provide any ciinsiderable means of movement ; 
and his coininuuications across tlu' Kiijuck Pass, and through the Bolau 
Pass, will be uncertain. In fact, military communication there is none 
belwet'ii t nndahar and (he foot of (lie pa.ss, for that cannot b<> called 
military communication uoirn wiiii-li an army I'an dejiend, wliich can only 
(a- opened from time !n tina !iy the movcineut of strong bodic.S of troops. 

riiiler tle- c e r( iim.-,tance. i adlu're to the orilers already given to 
d,ijor-tlciie.:!i \.c,t to with.lraw (he garrison li ■' Kelat-i-Gliilzyc and 
,■ 1 Sue ujioii S'il-.i-, 

1 liavi', Kc., 

Elcknuokocgh. 

N i '- 2(i-l.— 7’//c (jorcnKir-Cji /ii'j’iil nf IiuIki, to the Secret (Jommittve. 

AUetiiiluiil, No. 1-1, Mm/ 17, 1812. 

( r,.\(.ract.)—In eontiimation >>f iny th spat<'h of the 23rd ultimo. 
No, 3, 1 have now the lioimr o1' i-ejiortin?.!; siieii further jiarticularsrelative 
Jo the operations to the westward of the Jndii.s, and of atlairs in Aflghan- 
i'-tin generally as are not contained in my sejiarate despatch of this date, 
No, 10. 

2. In my letter id»n e reti-rred to, I informed your Honorable Com¬ 
mit lee tliat Major-General Pollock’s force had reached Dhaka, and that 
no further serious ojipositiou to its advance to Jellalabad was appre¬ 
hended. Outlie 10th of April, the Major-General reached Gurdee with 
part of his force, the narrowness of (ho ))ass, and necessary care of the 
baggage, remh'ring it imjnau’tieable for the whole to move in one body. 
On liis arrival at Gurdca? he met wiii; s..me slight opposition from Saadat 
Khan, tlie opponent of 'i'ooniliaz Khan, of Ealpoora, a chief who has 
steadfastly adhered to British interests, and rendered imjiortaut service 
by conveying money to the garri.son of .lellalabad at tlu; time of its 
greatest exigency. 'Plie Majoi-tJeneral had made arrangements for 
aliueking the fort, but Waadat Khan fled, witlioiit. awaiting the aitack, 
and Toorabaz Khan was re-estahiished in his )irincipality of Lalpoora, 
■and the General prepared for moving forward next day towards .lellalabad, 
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3. On the 16th of April, Major-General Pollock reported his arrival 
at Jellalabad, and expressed Ids gratification at finding the garrison in so 
healthy a state, and observed tliat he had been much struck by the 
strength of tho works which had been erected by the indefatigable exer¬ 
tions of the garrison. 

4. 1 forward as a number in the packet, copy of a Notification wliich 
I caused to be puldished, on thci receiiit of Jlajor-Gencral Pollock’s letter, 
announcing his aiTival at .lel!alal)ad. I Jiavc addressed a separate letter 
to the Honorable the Court of Directors, dated 30th ultimo, on tire 
subject of the honorary rewards and distinctions proposed to be (conferred 
on the officers and men wlio coitiiro.sed the garrison of .(ellalalrad, and 
were present under Sir Robert Sale, at tlie aetion of tlie Vth April. 

5. I have authorized Major-Geueral Polloek to entertain an office 
establishment, at an ex]>ensc of 17.") ru|)ccs ])er mensem. 

6. Major-General Pollock, in Ids letter, dated ISth ultimf), forwarded 
a copy of Caj)tain IMackeson’s report of th(‘ m'gotiatioiis wliich had for a 
considerable time been going on witli the jialiks of l.lu^ Kliyber. and 
which appeared to have ceased the day before tiu' jiass was forced; but 
after this success, the Maliks ag.'dii made their ap[K‘:iraricc, w'itli friendly 
profe.ssioiis. The Major-Geiierai remarked on the little dcpeiKleiicc to lie 
placed on any agreement witli the Khyher Maliks for keeping ojien the 
pass, as au 3 ’ reverse on our side, or even tlie whim or caprice of a ehiif, 
iiiiglit close it in twenty-four hours, if wc liad no other security but their 
Ibrbearance to rely ujioii. 

7. The Siklis at tlie time luld tlie pass as far as Aii Musjid, which 
was occupied by irrc'gtdars in our sc'rvice. According to the agreement 
made with Ilajab Golab Sing, tlie .Sikhs v.'C're to hold the ])ass as far as 
Ali Mnsjid, until the .7th of .lime ; and the General adverted to the 
hazard of its falling into the hands of tlie enemy, if troops be not tlien 
sent to occupy it, and observed, that if that garrison were tlio only post 
ill the pass to be occupied iiy onr troops, they would he unwilling to 
remain, without freepumt reliefs, in so isolated a jiosition, surrounded 
by an enemy ; but lie eoiisideivd its occM])atioii by our own troojis to bo 
absolutely necessary, if wo arc to depend on it in the time of need, and 
pointed out the great importance of its possession to a retiring army. 

8.. Mr. Clerk’s dispatch of tlie 27tli ultimo contains cojiics of iiirtlicr 
correspondence, on the subject of retaining a garrison of Pritisli troops 
ill Ali Musjid. 

t). ■ .'* Major-General brought to my notici'the iiicffieieney of the 
arrange^.' , . ’ ' ‘he movement of an army, occasioned by the existing 

mode of enga^ yimels, and the I'aet of no grass-cutters having been 
sent with Her Maje- ' .‘ird Dragoons. 

10. I liavc caused a ' '• to im u.ude to the Coumiander-iii-Cliief, 

on the circumstance of He. isty’s drd Dragoons having been sent on 
foreign service witliout grass-cutters to procure forage for the horses ; 
and I have directed Major-General Pollock to jiurcliase such number of 
camels as be m.ay deem necessary for tlie service of his army, and recom¬ 
mended that the drivers of such camels should be regularly (uilisted into 
the service of Goverii'hient, so that they might be retained in the perform¬ 
ance of the. duty they engage to execute by martial law ; and if be 
should deem it exi»cdieiit to form a corps of camel drivers under 
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European officers, I Lave authorised liim so to d» ; and in short, 
to adopt any measure vvJiich might seem to Jiim to be best calculated to 
ensure, for the use of tlie army under his command, the services of a 
sufficient number of carriage-cattle. 

11. f'rom a subsequent eonimunication, it appears that partial 
arrangements had been made for suj)]jlyiiig the horses of the 3rd Dra¬ 
goons with forage, but General Pollock expressed his an.xiety to have 
grass-cutters from the provinces, as he would, in that case, be more at 
ease as to the efficiency of the 3rd Dragoons ; who, when an advan(!e 
■should be made, would probably have to pla^ conspicuous part, though 
at that time he beli(?ved that there was not aToul to oppose t hem between 
Jcdlalabad and Cabool. 

12. In his dispatch of the 29th, Major-General Pollock reconimend- 
(sl several measures for supjdying the requisite means of carriage for 
his army, in the event of his advancing on Cabool. But, as your Ho¬ 
norable Committee will perceive, his recommendations on this i]njK»rtant 
.subject had been .anticipated by the full j.ower with which I invested him 
in my dispatch of the 4th instant. 

13. In his letter of the 24th idtimo, Major-General Pollock submit¬ 
ted a copy of a letter which he had itddres.sed to Mr. Clerk, pointing out 
the injurious ttmdcncy of the Sikh troops advancing to Dhaka and then 
withdrawing at the exjnration of two months ; and in Mr. Clerk's dis- 
jiatch of the 30th ultimo, will be found copy of the rejdy which he 
addressed to the Major-General on th(! subject. 

14. I referred General Pollock to the letter addressed to him by Mr. 
Clerk, informing hitn that on the 23rd of April, he had ctiutioned Cap¬ 
tain I.awrence against the advanei' of Sikh troops to Jellalabad, and that 
ill conmiunicatiiig with the Sikh (Joverniiiciit, he had jirovided that none 
should advance without the Major-Geiierars permission. 

lo. 1 concluded tluTcfiiri; that Cajitain Lawrence being thus 
instructed and iiifornied by Mr. Clerk, would, on General Pollock’s re- 
p.resentation, s#urrangc, that no movenu'iit in advance by the Sikhs 
would take place without his ajiproval. 

1(>. 1 at the same time caused it to be intimated to Major-General 

Pollock that I was apprehensive that it would be found productive of 
much cuibarrassnient, if the army under his command, and that of the 
Siklis, were in liirce upon the same road, and suggested that it might be 
dcsu-able, in the e\eut of any Sikh troops having advanced through the 
]iass, to endeavour to induce the Sikh generals to cross the Cabool river, 
if fordable, and to take up their quarters altogether on the left bank. 

17. 1 forward copies of Mr. Clerk’s disfiatches respecting the co- 
oiieration of the Siklus, and the best means of keeping open the Khyber 
Pass. 

18. On the 3rd instant I referred Mr. Clerk to the notification which 
1 had prefixed to General Pollock’s des[)atch, announcing the p.assage of 
the Khyber, published on the IPth ultimo, and which I conclude he had 
communicated to Mahiu-ajah Shore Sing, as containing my. recognition 
of the good service performed by tiie Sikh troops in the Khyber, and 
intimating my intention of congratulating the Maharajah. This intima¬ 
tion was deemed sufficient to enable Mr. Clerk to communicate my senti¬ 
ments to His Highness. 
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19. lu the cvfnt of liis not having done so, I desired that lie would 
make that communication through the minister, llajah Dhyan Sing, and 
bo careful to inform him that I had ]»ublicly expressed m 3 ’ sense of the 
good service rendered by the Sikh troops, and of the military distinction 
acquired by them immediately on receipt of Major-General Pollock’s 
despatch, conveying an account of the operations in the Khyber Pass. 

20. Anticipating that the Sikh Government may yirefer some ctaim 
to pecuniary compensation, in consequence of the charge incurred in 
sending troops to the siqiport of Major-General Pollock’s movement 
through the Khyber I’ass, 1 have called on Mr. Clerk for a report on the 
pecuniary transactions, as •ley now stand, between the two States, with 
reference espiaaally to the obligations of the loth Article of the. 
Tripartite Treaty ; and I have stated my opinion, that all sums actually 
received by the IJritish Government from the Ameers of Sinde, under 
the Ifith .Article of that treaty, 011 account of the Lahore State, could 
only be considered as being held in deposit for tlie Maharajah ; and 1 
desired to be informed how the account of receipts and payments under 
that head now stands. 

21. It will be seen from the demi-oHicial letters inclosed in Mr. 
Clerk’s desiiateh of tin' 4th instant, that the jirospee.t of obtaining grain 
at Jellalabad lias iinicli iinjiroved. I>v the same, it apjicars that Colonel 
IJollon’s detacinnent had, on the 28fh ,\pril, met Colonel Montcath’s Jlri- 
gade at Lniidikliana. 

22. Your Honorable Committee will find eojiies of a corresjioudence 
which had passed between Sliab Siiooja and Captain Maegregor, on which 
it would be needless to oiler any remark. 

23. On the 13th Aiiril, General Pollock reported that a rumour ob¬ 
tained in that quarter, that Sliah Shooja had been murdered. On the 
].5tli idem, Mr. Clerk forwarded a translation of letters of intelligeucc, 
describing the (larticnlars of that atrocity. From these accounts it 
appears that Ilis Majesty was suspected of a favorable disposition towards 
the English ; and having, when charged with it, fully avojied the fact, he 
was inveigled out of the Bala Hissar, when he was tired at by four Banik- 
zyes, employed by a son of Mahomed Zeman Khan, who, finding the Shah 
still alive, went tqi to him, and disjiatched him dead with a pistol. 

24. Subseipient information has conlirnn.’d the report of the Shah’s 
murder, and the elevation to the throne of Prince Futteh .lung, who has 
o])cned a communication with Major-General Pollock, and professes a 
strong inclination to co-operate w’ith our Government. For particuhirs 
of the state of parties and aflairs at Cabool, I beg to refer your Honorable 
Committee to the letters from Mohun Ball to Captain Maegregor, inclos¬ 
ed in General Pollock’s dispatch of the 30th ultimo. 

2.5. Prince Tituonr, the oldest son of Shah Shooja, was in Candahar 
when his father the Shah was killed ; but I am not informed whether he 
has taken measures consecpient upon that event. 

26. It will be seen from the letter to Major-General Pollock, reported 
in my separate letter of this date, No. 10, that 1 have instructed him not 
to commit his Government to the recognition of an 3 ’ of the competitors 
to the throne of Cabool. 

27. On the 24th ultimo, Major-General Pollock forwarded authentic 
copies of the several letters addressed in December and January last, by 
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Cnptaiii Lawronce and Major Pottiiiger to Captain TMacgregor, with 
reference to tlie Treaty entered into at Cabool, for securing the retreat of 
the army, to that retreat, and to tlie subsequent disaster. I directed 
copies of these documents to be sent to the President in Council, with a 
request that they, a.s well as all other documents relating to the coiidutd 
of the military and ])olitical authorities at Cabool, during the last three; 
months of 1841 and in January 1812, might be phuaal in the hands of 
some p(;rfectly imi)artial j)erson, for the purpose of se])aratiug as far as 
possible, such documentary evidenc;; as they contain, relating to the mi¬ 
litary otiicers, from such as relates to the political ag(!uts, and submitting 
a report, upon which may be founded any charges to be preferred against 
the former, before a court-martial, and against the latter, to a court of 
inquiry, in jmrsuance of the determination contained in the uotitieat.ion 
of the 4th April, which accom])anii;d the disj)atch amiouiicing the sur¬ 
render of Ghuznee. 

28. Considering Mr. Cam<Tou, the law commissioner, to be best qua¬ 
lified ft)r this otliee, I have suggested that be be retpiested to undertake 
it, and the mcanorandum found among Major-General Klphinstone’s 
pajiers inclosed in Gciu'ral Pollock’s disjiateh of the ,'!Oth ultimo, as well 
as all other docmiients bearing on the subject, will bo sent to the Presi¬ 
dency for the purjwse of heiiig analyzed as above indicated. 

29. The best means of efleeting the lilK'.ratioii of the prisoners now 
in the bands of tin; Atighans, has oecu])i(;d my anxious consideration, and 
I beg to refer you to the letter I eaused to be addressed to General Pol¬ 
lock, on the 2dth ultimo, for a, full exjiositiou of my views on tliat subject. 

dO. Gn the Itli instant, Mr. Clerk forwarded eo[)i<'s of dcmii-oilicial 
letters from General Pollock anil .Sir R. Shake.spoar of the 26tli April. 
From these it appears that Captain Colin Mackenzie, one of the prisoners 
h id arrived at Jellalahad, on his parole, on the evening of the 2oth, 
a it!) proposals from Mahomed Akbar Kliaii, relath e to the relea.se of the 
prisoners. In conseipieiiee, I aiiprehcnd of tin- miscarriage of another 
letter from the Major-General, 1 am still nninforined of tlie preei.se iiaturo 
of these proposals, though one of tlu'in would appear to have be<;n a 
demand for the release of Go.st Mahomed Khan. It is stated that Major- 
General Eljiliinstono dii'd on the 23rd, and that his body was to be sent 
into camp by onh'r of Mahomed Akbar Khan. 

31. In a disjiateh dated 30th ultimo, Major-General Pollock submit¬ 
ted copy of a letter to his addre.ss from Major Pottiogcr, dated “ Castle 
oi' Afzul Khan, Tezeen,” 2()th April, stating tliat Mahomed Akbar Jiad 
the preceding day scut to Jellalahad the body of the late Major-General 
Elpliinstone, that it was intercepted by a party of Ghilzyes under the 
siqiposition that the prince in Cabool had sent it, when the party convey¬ 
ing it, were made prisoners, and the European servant who aceomjianied 
it, was wounded. The Sirdar is said to have been much grieved at this 
oceurreuce, aud had dispatched a party with private Moore, the Geueral’s 
servant, to convey the corpse to Jellalahad, where it arrived on the 
3()tli ultimo. 

32. On the 28th April, General Pollock reported that Captain 

Mackenzie would that evening return with his retjdy to the message 
received from Major Pottinger. I Iiavc, &c., 

EnLKxnoKOUGU. 
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No. 2(i5.-^Geheral Sir Jccsper NicoUs to the Governor-General 
of India in Council, 

Simla, March 27, 1842. 

My Lord, —I have the honor to transmit for your Lordsliip’s decision 
thereon, a letter addressed to tlie Secretary to (joveriiment, in tlic political 
department, by Major-General Pollock, soliciting authority to increase 
the irregular levy, now in ])ay at Peshawur, from 400 infantry, its 
present strength, to 800, leaving the mounted portion of the levy 120 
men, as it hitherto has been, under the jiolitical agent. 

2. There are several good reasons given by the Major-General for 
this increased expenditure, but I have always understood that General 
Avitabile’s new fort was to atl'ord the re((uired proteirtion for baggage and 
stores left behind. If such shelter cannot bo atforded, or is insufficient, it 
is certainly better to increase the le\y, than to leave a Ltrgc detachment 
behind when every man is, or inaj bc^ so much required. 

3. Captain Mackeson proposes that the garrison of Ali Musjid should 
be exclusive of this corps ; perhaps it is thereby meant that they maybe 
again placed in that fort, as General Pollock proceeds towards Jellalabad. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

No. 2G6.— Mr. Muddurh to Grnrral Sir J. JVieolls. 

Fort William, April 8, 1842. 

Sir,—1 have the honour, by direction of the Eight Honorable the 
Governor-General in Couixal, to attknowledgc the receipt of your Excel¬ 
lency’s letter of the 27th ultimo, and in re])ly, to inform your Excellency, 
that the sanction of Government to tlu; proposed measure, of increasing 
the irregular levy now in pay at Peshawur, has been communicated to 
Major-General Pollock. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. M.\ddock. 


No. 2G7.— Mr. Maddocli, to Mr. Clerk. 

Allaluibad, April 24, 1842. 

Sir.,—I am directed to acknowledge, the receipt of your letter of the 
] 4th instant, and of its scvei-al inclosures. 

2. The Governor-General is of opinion, that-the advance of the 
infantry of the 1st Eeserve Erigade, and of the whole of the 2nd Reserve 
Brigade, which last, it aiipears, may be expected to reach Peshawur by 
the 28th instant, will, after his recent - successes, and especially after the 
victory of Major-General Sir .Robert Sale of the 7th instant, place Major- 
General Pollock in a position of strength, which will enable him to hold 
the Khyber Pass, evem though tlie whole Sikh army should retire from it. 

3. To hold tiie Khyber Pass, however, with a British force of more 
tJian'10,000 men, including that under Sir Uobert Sale, with the feeling 
that any material diminution of that force would embarrass the communi¬ 
cations of the army, can never bo an object of rational policy, unless 
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some most essential .objects were to be obtained beyoRd the pass by so 
iiolding it, and the communication between the pass and the Sutlej could 
at all times be certainly maintained, without dependence upon the conti¬ 
nued friendship of a foreign State, or any material cost or difficulty. 

4. But tlicse latter considerations are altogether unattainable ; and to 
hold the pass without having an array in the field beyond the pass, would 
be wholly unproductive of commensurate advantage, even if it could be 
certainly, easily, and cheaply effected. 

5. To regain concentrated positions for our armies, having easy and 
si'curi! communications with India, is the present object of the Goveru- 
inont, and one not liglitly to be cliaiigcd. 

(). The Governor-General, while he frankly acknowledges the valuahl' 
aid, wliich, on the recent occasion, tlie Britisli troops derived from thos.- 
•of the Maharajah in the attack on the Rhybcir Pass, cannot but feel iba' 
a British array jilaccs itself in a falsi; position wlien it depends upon anv 
force but its own, for the security of its communications ; and he wii‘ 
wot, willingly, continue a state of things which is neither, free from daiigci . 
nor consistent with the honor of the British arms. 

7. Hie Governor-Gimeral has attentively considered the suggestion 
contained in your letter of the 14th instant relative to tlic giving over to 
<)ic Nikhs of the fort of Jellalabad. Ills lordship entertains great iloulit 
whither the Sikh Government, or tlie Juminoo Itajalis, could be indui.-ed 
to accept the custody of that place. To occujiy it, would apparently 
j)la.co them in a false jiosition. Nevertheless, if it should bo ngree.able 
to the Sikhs to receive that place into their hands, the Governor- 
Gencral secs no objection to your opening a communication with them 
iilion the subject. AH that tiie Goveruor-Ceucral regards is the security 
I'i'our corainuiiicatiiin wif h the troops, licyoud tlie Upper Indus, and their 
withdrawal, at tlie earliest practicable period, from tlieir advanced posi- 
fiims, in a slate of continued elficieiiey, iindiminisbed by the climate, or 
by the enemy. 

K. The first jiolit.ical objeci is the eoiKservation of military strength, 
by which all political objects may be attained, and williimt which, none. 

I liavc, &c., 

T. IL Maiuiock. 


No. 368.— Mi/jor-Generttl Pollock to Mr. Maddoch. 

Camp, Gurdee, near Lalpoora, April 13, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report, for the information of the Rigid 
Honourable the Governor-General of India in Council, that I arrived 
licpe on the lOtb instant, with a part of the force under my command, as 
per margin*. The remainder, under General McCaskill, was one inarch 
bcliind, in consequence of the impracticability of moving so much baggage 
through so narrow a pass at one time. On my arrival at the ground, I 


* One troop Horse-artillery—two Six-pmin4ers, one Stme'Pounder, and two 
Monntain Trains—Her Majesty’s .Ird Light Orapoons—the Irregular Horse—Her 
Majesty’s 9th Foot—the 6th, 33rd, and 60th Regiments of Native Infantry—Capt 
I'erris’s Jezailchees. 


N N 



290 


found tlip men i}^ Lalpoorah under Saadat Khan were firing upon our 
people. I fired a few shells during the day at ’oodies of men near the 
banks of the river ; intelligence was recei\>ed during the afternoon that 
Saadat Khan intended quitting the fort and towji during the night, but at 
night it wa.s understood that he would not go unless fi)n5ed, wldcli I accord¬ 
ingly intended sho\dd be cflected without delay, and for this purpose, and 
to prevent the risk of a failure I ordered a strong party as below*, under 
the command of Colonel 'faylor, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, to move yester¬ 
day morning at 4 a.m. 1 also moved out tliree guns to tlio front of tiie 
Camp to divert, the attention of the enemy, when the (adumns should 
advance, and the rear detachment mentioned in the margin was directed 
to remain on this side of the river at the ford, about six miles from our 
camp. About half-past 7 a.m., I saw a party of the enemy proceeding 
towards the ford. Saadat Khan was supposed to lie with tliis l>arty : 
but, when they saw tlie strength of the force sent against them, tlie Chit f 
returned with his horsemen, and I saw them move ottj after which not a 
shot was fired, and in a short time a messenger from the opposite bank of 
the river came to report tliat tlie whole of the enemy had absconded. 

The ford was extremely difficult ; and, 1 regret to say, that two men 
of the 3rd Light Dragoons were drowned. The troops are now re-eross- 
ing ; but having only one boat, the process is tedious and slow: if the 
wliole recross to-night, I sliall mo\'e forward to-morrow morning. I’oora- 
baz Khan accompanied our party across the river, and is now re-establish¬ 
ed in his chiefship. 

2. I have the honor to inclo.se copies of a letter from Captain Maeke- 
son to me, and of two letters from C'aptain Maegregor. The deutii of 
Shah Shooja must very materially afiect tlie ulterior views of Coveriimeiif, 
and I beg that no time may be lost in sending me insiruetious for no 
guidance. 

3. Ill my letter of tlie 8th instant, .T have stated my intiMition of mov¬ 
ing six companies of Native Infantry, to garrison Ali Miisjid. ' This 
arrangement w^as subsequently ehangi'd, and the present garrison there 
consist of one company 6th Native Infantry ; Captain Thomas, one regi¬ 
ment, and the men who formerly formed the garrison. I have .sanctioned 
an increase to the latter to the strengtli of 600 men, and, 1 trust, that in 
a short time I sfiall be able to man the fort entirely under their protec¬ 
tion, supported as they will be by tlieir jiroximity to tlie Sikh army. 

1 have, 

G. Pollock. 

No. 2G9.— iMr. 3f</.il(locli to Major-General I'ollock. 

Allohabail, April 2rt, 1842. 

Siu,—It is naturally a subject of anxious consideration in what man¬ 
ner it may be most exjiedient to endeavour to efieet the restoration to 
their country of the prisoners now in tlie hands of the Affglians." 

• Two Horse Artillery guns—one siiiiadron Her Majesty’s .Srd Dragoons—one 
Uiasaltah Irregular lloirse—two ('oinpanies Her Majesty’s 9th Foot—one wing 'il>th 
Native Iniiititry—one wing 33rd Native Infantry—one wing fifitli Native Iiil'aiitry. 
Rear Detachiuent;—two Horse-artillery guns—two snuadrous Her Majesty’.s 3rd 
Dragoons—one wing 2Gth Native Infantry. 
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2. The only safe and honoiimble course for a Gpvcrament to pursue, 
under such circumstances, is to effect tJie release w jn isoners by a gene¬ 
ral exchange. 

<3. The redemption of prisoners by the jjayinciit of a ransom, is a 
measure unknown to the modern practice of civilized nations, and which 
the Govermnent of India cannot consent to revive. 

4. If the Affghans had any regular Government with which it was 
possible to treat for the general exchange of ))risoricrs, such a measure 
would be the most consonant to policy, and there would, on our part, be 
no reservation whatever of any prisoners in our hands. 

5. Hut it is apprehended tiiat the Dritish prisoners are rather to be 
cousidfjred as Ixdng in the power of individual chiefs, and so held for the 
jiersonal benefit of such chiefs in the matter of exchange or ransom, than 
as being the prisoners of any one chief, or of the State ; and it may be 
impracticable to make their release the, subject of a. general arrangement. 

(). If such should be the ease, you arc authorized to make such par¬ 
tial arrangements for the exchange of prisoners as you may deem most 
iulvisable, with this reservation, that the person of Dost Mahomed is not 
to be surrendered, in pursuance of any such partial arrangement, without 
the express authority of the Governor-General; nor is any expectation 
to be lield out, that it will be so surrendered. 

7. Your attention will naturally be, in the first instance, directed to 
the release of the female prisoners ; the symptithies of all are engaged in 
their fate ; neverlliehxss, the Governor-General feels it to be right to 
remind yon. that all BrLti.sh subjects have an equal elaim upon the consi- 
tleration and ))rotcctiou of the Goveniinent, and that it is as much the 
duty of yourself, .and of all tlu' British authorities, to endeavour to effect 
the release of tlu; last ,Sej)o)% as that of the first Eiir()))ean, by all meiuis 
not timdiiig to establish an injurious preeedeut, and consistent with the 
honor of tlie British Government. 

8. You will take esjaceial care, in any arrangometit you may make, 
that \H)u take full security for its due and faitlif'ul execution in all its 
parts. 

1 hav(», &c., 

II. T. Maubock. 

No. 270.— Mr. Madtlork to Mojor-Gcnernl Pollock. 

Allahabad, April, 28, 1842. 

Sir,—T he rejxii ts of the death of Shah Shooja are so long continued, 
and are, upon tlie whole, so consistent, that the Governor-General cannot 
blit attacl) great weight to them. 

Tlie death of t he Shah is certainly an event not hitherto contemplated, 
and which may tend to create new embarrassments iii the settlement of 
the affairs of Affghauistuu. 

'riiat country appears to be so divided, that, under jiresent circum¬ 
stances, it would be obviously impossible for the British Government to 
veeogiiize any individual as tlie successor to the monarchy of Aff- 
g'hitiiistau. 

In all measures which may hereaftft’ be adopted for the settlement of 
thal country, the Governor-General is most d(;sirous of carrying with the 

NN 2 
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Britisli Government the willing acquiescence of the Maharajah Shore 
Sing. 

At the present time, the only reply which can be prudently given to the 
application of any chief aspiring to the crown, for the recognition of the 
Britisli Government is, that the British Government is sincerely desirous 
of seeing Aflglianistan permanently settled under a natioital Government 
approved by the people ; that such has always been its desire, however 
interested persons may have misrepresented, or others may have misunder¬ 
stood, our views ; that we are anxious to be enabled to establish relations 
of friendly intercourse witli any such Government which may seem 
capable of maintaining them. 

I have, &c. 

T. IL Makuock- 


No. 271.— Mr. Maddock to Mnjor-Gemral Pollock. 

Alluhobaxl, April 28, 1842. 

Sir, —Althongli by my dispatch of this diite, you will have received the 
instructions of the Governor-Gener.al to, withliold the recognition of the 
British Government from any competitor for tlie tlirone of Affglianistiin 
(in tlic event of the death of Shall Sliooja), you will understand tliat that 
instruction does not prevent your treating witli a dc facto Government 
for the general exchange of jirisoners, if it sliouki appear tliat any such 
Govermnent is capable of carrying any sucli exchange into effect. 

1 liave, &e. 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 272.— Mr. Maddock to Major-Gcnerul Pollock. 

AUaluihad, April 28, 1842. 

Sir, —The aspect of affairs in Upper Affghanistan ayipears to be such, 
according to tiie last advices received by the Governor-General, tliat liis 
Lordship cannot but c.onteinjilate tlie possibility of your having been led, 
by the ab.senee of serious o])position on tlie part of any army in the field, 
by the divisions amongst the Affglian cliiefs, and by the natural desire 
you must, in common with every true soldier, have of displaying again 
the Britisli flag in trinmpli uiion the scene of our late disasters, to advance 
upon, and occupy the city of Cabool. 

If that event should have occurred, you will understand, that it will in 
no respect vary the view which the Governor-General previously took of 
the policy now to be pursued. 

The Governor-General will adhere to the opinion, tliat the only safe 
course is, tliat of withdrawing the army under your command, at the* 
earliest practicable period, into positions within the Kliyber Pass, wlierc 
. it may possess easy and certain communications with India. 

In whatever measures you may adopt for the purpose of so executing 
the Governor-General’s iutention.s, ybu will have especial regard to flic, 
jireservation^of the health of the troops, a subject of the deepest hitercsl 
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to Iiis Lordship, even if it were not so intimately conwseted with the eflB- 
eieiicy of your army. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddociv. 

No. 273.— Mr. Mculdock to Major Outrarn. 

Allahabad, April 28, 1842. 

Sir, —The recent events in the Khyber Pass, and at Jellalabad, 
having given apparently a new aspect to our atfairs in Upper Atfghanistan, 
I am directed to inform you, that those events have in no respect changed 
the view before taken by the Governor-General of the policy to be 
pursued with respect to the countries beyond the Indus. 

The Governor-General adheres to the intention of withdrawing, at the 
earliest practicable period, the British forces now in Lower Atfghanistan, 
into positions, in which they will possess the means of easy and certain 
coiumunication witli India. 

The Governor-General is in correspondence with the Commaudor-in- 
Chief, upon the subject of giving to the army, undcjr Major-General Nott, 
a large reinforctnnent in cavalry, as soon as the season will jierniit of its 
moving to tlic Indus, his Lordship’s intention being to render that army 
thoroughly efficient in all arms. 

Unless you should have received instructions of a different tenor from 
General Nott, you will, at the first eonveinent period, witlmut prejudice 
to your health, proceed to Quetta, or to such other point us may enable 
you to give the greatest aid in facilitating the movements of Brigadier 
England and the Major-General. 

I have, &e., 

T. II. M.addock. 

No. 274.— BIr. Bladdock to Blr. Mllhiajhhi/, Secretary to the 
Gonrnnncnt of Bomhuy, 

Allahabad, April 29, 1842. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Governor-General to inform you that his 
Lordship is of opinion, that it would be advisable that a general officer 
(inferior only in rank to Major-General Nott) should be sent to take the 
command of the large body of troops of the Bombay Army now in Sinde 
and Attghanistan, and his Lordship requests that the Gtovernor in Council 
will appoint such general officer, and direct him to proceed forthwith to 
assume the command of such troops. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 275.— Blajor-Geveral Pollock to Blr. JSIaddock. 

Camp, .Jelialahad, April 16, 1842. 

Sir,— I have the honour to rqiort my arrival her® this day, and I have 
been much gratified at finding the garrison in so very healthy a state, and 
liave been much struck by the strength of the works which liave been 
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erected by the indofeitigable exertions of the force under Major-General 
Sir Robert Sale. 

2. 1 trust, either to-moiTow or the next day, to be able to submit, for 

the consideration of the Governor-Gcnenil of India, Captain Mackeson’s 
report on the state of our negotiations with the Khyber tribes, and on 
wliich I shall have to make some remarks. I shall be under the necessity 
of sending a part of the force to meet and aid Lieutcnivnt-Colonel Bolton 
iu the protection of treasure, ammunition. See., from Peshawur. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 276 .—Geiieml Orders hy the Governor-General of IjuUo, 

Head- Quarters, Allahahad, April 30, 18J2. 

Tile Governor-General has received a report from Major-General 
Pollock, C.B., dated the 16th instant, announcing his arrival at JeUalabad. 

.The Major-General has thus carried into effect the orders of the 
Government in a manner which entities him to the highest ajiprobation. 

Receiving the command of tlie army at Peshawur. under circiimstaiKHis 
of peculiar difiiculfy, he has, in the midst of new and unforeseen embar¬ 
rassments and disappointments, preserved a firm mind, and, justly relying 
upon his own judgment, he has at last, with eepial discretion and decision, 
accomplished the object he was directed to effect. 

The Governor-General requests Major-General Pollock to accept his 
acknowledgments of the good service he has thus rendered to the 
Government of India, and begs he will communicate to the gallant officers 
and troops under his eomniaud, the entire satisfaction witli which their 
conduct has been regarded on this occasion. 

The Governor-General has alreadj', in communicating the despatch 
from Major-General fiir Robert Sale, K.C.R., dated the Ttli Instant, 
expressed his high sense of the services of that ofHcer, and of the garri¬ 
son of JeUalabad, terminating on that day by a decisive victory, whicli 
would have left nothing to desire had Colonel Dennie survived to 
enjoy it. 

The garrison of JeUalabad having ou that day achieved its safety by its 
own prowess, and being now re-uiiited to the army by the movements of 
the force under the command of Major-General Pollock, C.B., it remains 
only for the Governor-Generid to testify his opinion of the just claims of 
that garrison to the gratitude of the Government and of their country. 

The Governor-General is pleased to direct that the second company of 
the sixth battaUon of Artillery shall bear upon its appointments, and the 
5th Regiment of Light Cavalry upon its standards and ap]>ointinetits, 
and the 35th Regiment of Kative Infantry upon its colours and appoint¬ 
ments, a mural crown superscribed “ JeUalabad,” as a memorial of the 
fortitude, perseverance, and enterprise evinced by those several corps 
during the blockade of JeUalabad. 

The Governor-General is likewise pleased, in conformity with the 
recommendation of liis Excellency the Commander-in-Chicf^ to direct 
that “ iu order to give additional and lasting honours to the 3.5th Native 
Infantry, whilst it benefits the service generally, that corps shall hereafter 
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well acquainted with, and has performed with so much zeal and spirit.” 

The Governor-General is further pleased to direct that a silver medal 
be made for every officer, non-commissioned officer, and private, Euro¬ 
pean and Native, who belonged to the garrison of Jcllalabad on the 7th 
of April 1842, such medals to be all similar, and to bear on one side a 
mural crown superscribed “ Jullalabad,” and on the other side the words 
“April 7th 1812.” . 

The Government of India will present such medal to every officer, 
non-commissioned officer, and private, European and Native, belonging 
to their service, and will retpicst the Home Authorities to lay before Hit 
M ajesty tlieir most humble prayer that Her Majesty will be graciously 
pleased to permit the Major-General commaiidiug, and the officers, non¬ 
commissioned officers, and privates in Her Majesty’s service, who formed 
part of the garrison of Jellalabad, to re(!eiveuud wear a medal similar to 
that which will be so presented to their brothers in arms. 

The Governor-General, taking into consideration the many great 2 )riva- 
tions to which the troops composing the garrison of Jellalabad were ex¬ 
posed during the blockade of that jilace, and the noble fortitude with 
which all such jirivations were borne, as well as the various losses the 
troojjs sustained, is })lcased to direct that a donation of six months’ batta 
be made to all the officers, iion-commissioued officers, and privates, 
European and Native, who comi)osed the garrison of Jellalabad on the 
7th of Ajiril, 1812. 

The Governor-General will rc(jueuSt his Excellency tlie Coinmander-in- 
Chief of the army to give instructions in due time that the several corps 
composing tlie garrison of Jellalabad may, on their return to India, be 
received at all the stations on their route to their cantonments, by all the 
trooj)s at such stations, in rin iow order, with presented arms, 

ily order of the flight llonourable tlie Governor-General of India, 

T. II. JLvbdock. 


No. 277.— JSlojbr-Gmcntl Pollock to Mr. Maddoclt. 

Camp, Jellalabad, April 18, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honour to forward Captain Mackeson’s report of 
negotiations which have for a considerable time been going on with the 
Maliks of the Khyber, and which, to all ajijwarance, hud ceased the day 
before I forced the Pass. When the troops had, contniry to expectation, 
succeeded, the Mfdiks again joined us, and I have no doubt tliat, througli 
Captain Maekeson’s exertions, the Pass will be opened on much the same 
terms that have been bad recourse to hitherto, and whhdi although good 
as long as they last, I can never depend uiion, as any reverse on our side, 
or even the whim or caimce of a chief, might close the Pass in twenty- 
four hours. 

The Sikhs at jiresent occiqiy the Pass as far as Ali Musjid, and the 
fortress is occupied by irregulars. By the agreement entered into with 
Rajah Goolaub Sing, the Sikhs were to-hold the Pass as fiU" as Ali Musjid 
till the oth of June. If they then quit it, and troops of our own are not 
sent to occupy it, I fear Ali Musjid must fall into the hands of the 
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enemy, supposing gour negotiations to fail, I hope the strength of the 
garrison will be increased by recruits for the irregulars, but whatever 
their strength, if they are the only troops of ours in the Pass, they will 
scarcely be persuaded to remain in so isolated a situation, and surrounded 
by an enemy. 

The occupation of the Pass by our own troops is, I consider, absolute* 
ly necessiu'y, if we are to depend on its being kept open in time of need ; 
and the possession of Ali Musjid is of the highest importance to any 
troops retiring through the Khyber. On this side of it there is no en- 
camping-ground for some miles ; the heights to be taken possession of, 
to command the fort, can be approached only by a circuitous and difficult 
route, and when attained would be several miles from the camp. The 
difficulties would in every way be very great, and the process of a siege 
might be very tedious, while in the meantime forage would fail: indeed, 
reviewing the whole question of the Khyber Pass, and the probability of 
a return through it, I cannot but look with anxiety to the probable loss of 
Ali Musjid, which is not very formidable to an advancing array, as en- 
camping-ground is near at hand on the other side. 

I now beg to bring to the notice of (iovernment some points which are 
of a most serious nature, and go far to paralyze the movements of any 
army sent in ihis direction. The act“omi)anying copy of a letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Parsons will show that the camels are hired to Jella- 
labad, and I regret to say that nearly one-half never go beyond Pesha- 
wur, from which place they generally return, owing to the defection 
among the drivers, and the great want of carriage-cattle ; it was with 
the greatest difficulty I could procure twenty camels to bring on two ad¬ 
ditional lacs of rupees (I have only four altogether), and much of the 
small arm ammunition I was obliged to leave behind. 

From the Sikh authorities 1 obtained no assistance ; indeed they made 
no effort to aid in recovering those who deserted : had we been assisted 
by tlie.Sikh authorities I believe that every camel might have been re¬ 
covered. In this crippled state I moved forward, and||^aving arrived 
here the whole of the liireKl camel drivers have come forward in a body to 
say they have performed their engagement, and request that they may be 
discharged. The only alternative I have is to purchase the camels, but 
I fear the drivers will refuse to go. Captain Maegregor informs me he 
may probably get fifty camels, while I require at least 1 dOO. My situa¬ 
tion at the present moment is a difficult one, and miuli as 1 deprecate any 
retrograde movement, such a step is by no means im))robable, as I have 
not yet been able to get in supplies in sufficient quantities to warrant 
my remaining here. 

There is an abundance of grain at Pesbawur, and Captain Lawraice 
lias been exerting his influence to procure carriage ; how far he wiU suc¬ 
ceed by the time the 31st Foot move forward I cannot say, but I con¬ 
fess that in the interim I cannot help feeling very great anxiety on the 
subject. 

I take this opportunity of bringing to the notice of Government that 
in consequence of a-system which obtains in the dragoon regiments on 
tlie Ilcngal establishment, a regiment ordered on such service as this is 
literally in a fair way of becoming quite unserviceable in consequence of 
the liorses not being able to procure forage. 
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It was not known to me till yesterday that the SrdsDragoons hare no 
grass-cutters, and. this morning it was officially reported to me that the 
horses would starve unless forage was procured ffw them. I have made 
arrangements for the preset, andil hope I may continue to supply them, 
but I wotild here compare their situation with that of the Native Cavalry 
who are abundantly supplied, having grass-cuttera 
I am given to understand that dragoon regiments in the provinces 
have no grass-cutters, but that a chowdry is attached to each troop, who 
supplies grass on contract. Here such a system could not succe^, and 
it could hardly be expected that several hundred grass-cutters would be 
collected at short notice, and if collected, little dependence could be 
placed in tliera. The state of the dre^oons now here sufficiently shows 
the evil of suoh a system, as the regiment is thereby rendered almost 
unserviceable. 

1 have not heard anything' further of the prisoners than that Mahomed 
Akbur had taken them to Tazeen, where he had left them, and had pro¬ 
ceeded to CabooL 

I have, &C., 

Geo. Pollock. 

No. 278.— Lieuteruint-Colonel Parsons, Deputy Commissary-General, 
to Captain Mainwariny, Officiatiny Sub-Assistant Commissary- 
General. 

Peceniber 18, 1841. 

Sir, —I have the honour to inform you that the whole of the hired or 
Rewarree camels engaged to carry public stores and private baggage 
from this jilace, witli the corps and detachments recently gone towards 
Atfghanisfan, are only to carry tlieir loads as far as Jellalabad. I have 
to request tliat you will, therefore, be good enough to prevent the owners 
of the cattle being forced to proceed beyond that place, as I have pledged 
myself to them that they will not be forceii to go on ; and I shall be 
obliged, if you will, after their arrival at Jellalabad, have the camels 
returned to Peshawur as speedily as practicable, and procure them a guard 
to protect them on the journey to the latter place. 

I have, &c., ' , 

J. D. Parsons. 


No. 279.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Allahabad, April 30, 1842. 

SiR,^—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
(No. 2), dated Camp, Jellalabad, the 18th ultimo ; and in reply to in¬ 
form you that the circumstances mentioned regarding defective arrange- 
pients in tlie Regiment of Dragoons will be communicated to the 
wommander-in-Chief. The Governor-General concludes that you will 
liave taken the most effectual mean's in your power to supply the defi- _ 
2iency complained of. 

I have, * &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


o o 
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No. 280 .—Haddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Allahabad, May 4, 1843. 

Sia,—The Governor-General, seeing the extreme inconvenience and 
embarrassment to which you are exposed, through the hiring of camels, 
directs you to purchase such number of camels as you may deem neces¬ 
sary for the service of your army, and recommends that the drivers of 
such camels should be regularly enlisted into the service of the Govern¬ 
ment, so that they may be retained in the performance of the duty they 
engage to execute, by martial law. 

2. If you should deem it exiredient to form a corps of camel drivers 
under European officers, you arc authorized so to do, and indeed to adopt 
any course which may seem to you to be best calculated to secure to the 
army the service of a sufficient number of camels. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Haddock. 


No. 281.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Haddock 

Camp, Jellalabad, April 28, 1842. 

Sib, r-With reference to my letter (No. 2), dated 18th instant, I have 
now the honor to forward a report from Major Lockwood, which I called 
for yesterday. I have had a number of a koorpas made for cutting grass 
and I directed that the horses sliould be led out to graze, which has pre¬ 
served their condition. If grass-cutters could by any possible means be 
sent from the provinces, 1 should feel much more easy about the efficiency 
of the 3rd Dragoons, which, when we advance, may possibly have to play 
a conspicuous part though at present I believe there is not a soul to 
oppose us between this and Cabool. 

I have, &c., 

Gf.O. POI.LOCK. 


No. 282.— Major Locktcood to the. Brigade Major, Cavalry 

Brigade. 

Camp, Jellalabad, April, 28, 1842. 

Sib,— have the honor to report, for tiic information of the Assistant 
Adjutant-General, that I have up to this date roistered seventy-two 
grass-cutters who furnish roe with grass for 128 horses, several of them 
having tattoes. I have also two cliowdries appointed to superintend 
them. I beg to add that, from arrangements now in progress, I expect 
in a few days I shall be enabled to register 200 more, at leastj from 
amongst the syces paid for by the men of the regiment, in addition to the 
establishment allowed by Government. 

I have, &c., 

G. H. Lockw'ood. 
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No. 283.— Mr. Maddock to Mr. Cierk. 

Allahabad, May 3, 1842. 

Sis, —The ejqjediency of forming at the earliest period a camp upon 
or in the vicinity of the Sutlej, and of collecting in such camp a consider¬ 
able body of troops, not less than 15,000 men of all arms, completely 
equipped for any service, has engaged the Governor-General’s attention 
from his first accession to the Government, and his Lordship is in com¬ 
munication with the Commauder-in-Chief of the army upon the subject. 

2. It is his Lordship’s intention to join such camp wherever it may 
be formed, probably early in October, and his Lordship would then desire 
an interview with the Maharajah. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 284 .—General Sir Jasper NicoUs to the Governor-General 

of India. 

Simla, April 27, 1842. 

(Extract.)—I have not ventured to give any instructions to Major- 
General Pollock. The 5th, 9th, 10th, and 11th paragraphs of your 
orders of the 15th March must now guide him. It is for him alone to de ■ 
eide between the practicability of a forward movement, either upon Cabool 
or Gundamiick (or its vicinity), and tlie withdrawal of the whole force to 
Peshawur. 

The General is a clear-headed, good officer ; and you have loaded his 
advance with heavy cautions ; but he will stand alone, and treats those 
around him (as far as I know) rather as advi.sers than as his agents. 

By his dispatch of the 16th, your Lordship will jierceive tliat ho feels 
it necessary to send back a part of his force to aid Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bolton through the pass. lie promises an explanation of this necessity. 
My great doubt is, that he can equip the force for a movement 'in ad¬ 
vance, at such a distance from our resources, and under the rooted dis¬ 
like and fear of the Affghans, entertained by every class of camp-followers. 
If they move ill (apiipped, or are placed in an unhealthy position, the 
losses may be very heavy. 

As to the power of the enemy, I do not anticipate any great difficulty 
in moving in any required direction, arising out of their resistance ; but 
for sieges the General is unprovided. p 


No, 285.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Allahabad, May 4, 1842. 

Sir, —The 'Governor-Genenll was in expectation that, in pursuance of 
the request contained in his Lordship’s letter to the Commauder-in-Cluef 
ol the 19th ultimo, (of which a copy was communicated to you,) his Ex¬ 
cellency would probably have addressed instructions to you, founded 
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npon the more reoent and aecurate knoirledge of yonr situation, >irbic{t 
his Excellency’s position at Simla enables him to obtain ; but his Lord- 
ship is now informed that his Excellency has not deemed it necessary to 
issue any such farther instructions, relying upon your discretion in acting 
upon the instructions you already have, contained in the letter of the 
Governor-General in Council to his Excellency, dated the 15th of March. 

2. You have since received, in the letter of the 19th ultimo, above 
referred to, a further indication of the views of the Government—views 
which have been in no respect varied by the demise of Shah Shooja, or 
by the victory of Sir Robert Sale. 

3. On the contrary, that victory, in conjunction with yoiu success, 
going far towards the re-establishment, in the minds of the Affglians, and 
of our troops, and subjects, and allies, of that sentiment of confidence 
in our military superiority, which it is so essential to preserve ; and the 
decease of Shah Shooja having manifestly relieved the British from all 
such engagements as might have been deemed to be of a persophl cha¬ 
racter with him, it is in reality, and it will be in the opinion of all men, 
more easy for you to withdrawn your troops from the advanced position 
they occupy, than it would have been, had political considerations of great 
importance appeared to require other and ulterior Operations. 

4. The most recent accounts which have been received of the difficulty 
experienced by you in obtaining supplies at Jellalabad, and in bringing 
forward supplies from Pesliawur; and the very deficient means of move¬ 
ment, as well as of provision, which you possess, induce the Governor-Ge¬ 
neral to expect that you will have already decided upon withdrawing 
j'our troops within the Khyber Pass, into a position wherein you may have 
easy and certain communication with India, if considerations, having re¬ 
gard to the health of the army, should not have induced you to defer that 
movement. 

5. The Governor-General is satisfied that j'ou will have felt that no 
great object can be accomplished by any army liaving deficient means of 
movement and supply, and that nothing but a great object could justify 
the incurring of great risks.’ 

6. His Lordship is too strongly impressed with confidence in j’our 
judgment to apprehend that you will ever place the army under your 
command in a situation in which, without adequate means of movement 
and supply, it could derive no benefit frmn its superior valour and dis¬ 
cipline, and might be again subjectoi to a disaster which, if repeated, 
might be fatal to onr power in India. 

7. The first, object of the Governor-General’s anxiety has ever been 
to withdraw, with honor, into positions of security, the several corps 
of the army which he found scattered and surrounded in Affgbanistan. 
That object may now be accomplished as respects the army under your 
command ; and the Governor-General could experience no higher satis¬ 
faction than that of bearing that, the health of that armj', in whose wel¬ 
fare he takes so deep an interest having been preserved, it was in a secure 
position, having certain communication with India. 

I have, Ac., 

T. II, MAunocK. 
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No. 286.— General Sir :Jasper Nieolb to the Gcwernor-General of 

India, 

Simla, April 1843. 

My Lord, —I have been honored by the receipt of your Lordship’s 
dispatches of the 19th instant; and, having reconsidered the whole 
subject I have to report to your Lordship that I have this day directed 
Major-General Pollock to withdraw the troops from Jellalabad. 

2. Inclosed I Irnve the honor to transmit a copy of my letter of this 
date to the Major-General, as it may be of importance to assist yoar 
Lordship in conveying your further orders, r^arding the return of the 
troops to the provinces. 

3. I trust that the early return of the Jellalabad brigade, which I 
have directed, may be approved ; and that I may not be considered to 
have erred in giving some latitude, in certain specified' cases, to the 
Mfyor-Genei’al. 

4. My opinion is, that the whole force should be withdrawn to our 
own frontier; if the season will pdmit. They cannot be accommodated 
in buildings at or near Pesliawur, I apprehend : and tents, and even huts, 
in such a climate, alford very insufficient shelter. 

5. On this subject, however, the Major-Geuoral has been directed to 
attend to the advice and wisties of your Lordship's Agent on this frontier, 
in conformity with Mr. Secretary Haddock’s letter of the 10th February 
to Mr. Clerk, and with my instructions of the same date. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nl COLDS. 

P. S.—I have just received from Mr. Clerk a copy of liis letter of the 
24th to Mr. Haddock, and of Captain Mackeson’s to him, of the I7th, 
also of Mr. Clerk’s letter of the 23rd to Mr. Haddock ; but I am not 
disposed to qualify, or even to postpone, the instructions to General 
Pollock, which I had previously prepared. 


No. 287 .—General Sir Jasper Nicolls to MaJOr-General Pollock. 

Simla, April 29, 1842. 

Sir. —The Governor-General having transmitted'to you a copy of his 
Loidship’s dispatch to my address of the 19th instant, you will be pre¬ 
pared to receive a communication from me on the important subject 
thereof. You will be pleased, therefore, to conform to the following 
instruction#. 

2. Shah Shooja being dead, Ghuznee lost, and Major-General Nott 
directed by his Lordship’s command (also of the 19th instant), to with¬ 
draw the garrison of Kelat-i-Ghilzye, to evacuate Caudahar, and to re¬ 
tire, first upon Quetta, and when the season admits, upon Snkkur ; you 
are required to make a similar movement in Upper A%haifistan, and to 
withdraw every British soldier from Jellalabad to Pesliawur. 

3. You are to destroy the fort and any useless guns ; but as there 
need be no haste in the retreat when commenced, you are requested not 
to leave any trophies. 
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4. The only earcumstanctss which can authorize delay in obeying ihis 
order arc,— 

1st. That you may have brought a negotiation for the release of the 
prisoners lately confined at Buddeabad, to such a point that you might 
risk its happy accomplishment by withdrawing. 

2nd. That yon may have detached a lightly equipped force to endea¬ 
vour to rescue them. 

3rd. That the enemy at Cabool may be moving a force to attack you. 
In this improbable case, should any respectable number of troops have 
descended into the plain below Jugdulluck with that intent, it would be 
most advisable to inflict such a blow upon them as to make them long 
remember your parting effort. If you should have such a glorious oppor¬ 
tunity, I advise you to send your weak and iueificient men previoiisly to 
Lalpoora. 

5. I do not recommend delay in the first case, unless the prisoners 
are actually on their way to your camp, as no faith can be placed in 
A%han promises or oaths. The second would, of course, require that 
you should await the return of the detachment. 

6. I allude entirely to the officers and ladies now or lately at Bud¬ 
deabad, or its vicinity. Those at Cabool cannot, 1 think, be saved by 
any treaty or agreement made under existing circumstances at Jcllalabad. 

7. You will be pleased, on reaching Pesliawur, to dispatch to Fcroze- 
pore, without delay, the troops of all arms which so gallantly upheld our 
country’s name at Jellalubad ; and further instructions will be sent to 
you regarding the dispo.sal of the other brigades. Sir Robert Sale may. 
be permitted to remain at your head-quarters, should he desire to do so, 
and you will transfer him accordingly to another command, placing Bri¬ 
gadier Mouteath in charge of the returning column. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 288.— TVte Governor-General of India to General Sir 
Jasper Nicolh. 

Allahabad, May 

fjENERAi.,—Your Excellency’s letter of tlie 27th ultimo, informing 
me that you had not given instructions to Major-General Pollock, and 
that the 5th, 9th lOth, and 11th paragraphs of the orders of the 15th of 
March must now guide him, was received by me on the 3rd instant. 
On the 4th I .addressed to Major-General Pollock the letter, of which a 
copy was transmitted to your Excellency. Yesterday evening the 5th, I 
received your Excellency’s letter of the 29th ultimo, communicating to 
me the instructions you had on that day addressed to Major-General 
Pollock. 

I have to thank your Excellency for having had the goodness to give 
those instructions, of which I entirely approve. 

They are in .accordance with the general principles which, in my letter 
of the 19th ultimo, ■tjrere laid down for the Major-General’s guidance. 

I have this day addressed a letter to the Major-General, of which I 
inclose a copy. 
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Your Excellency will perceive that, under certain circumstances, the 
fort of Jellalabad may be placed in the hands of the Sikh troops upon 
the withdrawal of our army. This instruction is founded upon a com¬ 
munication I received, which led me to tliink that the Sikhs were not 
unwilling to receive that fort 

I inclose a copy of an extrtftjt from a letter addressed by my direction 
to Mr. Clerk upon that subject. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenboboogh. 

No. 289.— Mr. Maddork to Major-General Polhch 

Allahabad, May C, 1842. 

Sir, —I am directed to infonn you tliat the Governor-General received 
yesterday evening from the Commander-in-Chief a copy of the instruc¬ 
tions his Excellency addressed to you on the 29tli ultimo. 

2. Of tiiosc instructions the Governor-General entirely approves. 
They are in accordance witli tl»e general principles laid down by his 
Lordship for your guidance, and you will exeeiitc them to the best of 
your ability, haA’ing regard always to the health of your troojAS, and to 
the efficiency of your army,—objects of jirimary importance. 

3. There is one point upon which 1 am directed to desire you to 
attend to the Instructions of Mr. Clerk. If that geiitleinari, the Gover- 
nor-Gcncrars Agent at the Court of Lahore, should, upon your quitting 
.Icllalabad, instruct you to deliv'Cr up tliat place to the Sikhs, you will do 
so le-nviug tlie fortifications as they are ; but you will on no account 
deliver up that place to the Sikhs, in pursuance of any such instructions, 
one liour sooner than you may deem it to be consistent with the interests 
of your array to gii e it into their hands. 

4. You will of course keep possession of Ali Musjid, until the last 
British soldier has passed it. 

t). The Governor-General trusts that you will have had the discretion 
not to mention the nature of the orders given to Major-General Nott, 
which are referred to in the letter to you from tlic Commander-in-Chief, 
(lilted tlie 29th ultimo. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 290.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Nott. 

Allahabad, May 7, 1842. 

(Extract.)—The Governor-General deems it expedient to inform you 
tbiU instructions similar to those addressed to you ou the 19th ultimo, 
have now been addressed to Major-Gemirai Pollock, and that officer will 
withdraw his army into positions'wherein they may have easy and ceftaiu 
communication with India, at the earliest practicable period, regard 
l>eing always l»ad, in the making of such movement, to the health and 
efficiency of the troops,—olyects of primary importance. 

The Governor-General feels assur^ that, in whatever movements you 
may have made, or may make, in pursuance of your instructions of the 
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15th of March imd 19th altiimv you will have had the same object in 
view, and w ill deem it to be your highest praise to bring back your army 
in health and undiminished strength. 

I havb, &e., 

T. H. Maduock, 


No. 291 .—Major General Nott to Mr. Maddock. 

Candahar, March 24, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to acquaint you, that a copy of a demi-official 
■communication, dated tlie 25tii of February, 1842, addressed by Mr. 
Clerk to Major Outraiu, has just reached Candahar ; from which I learn, 
that “ Government have directed the Commander-in-Chief to require 
Major-General Pollock to withdraw the Jellalabad garrison, unless un¬ 
foreseen circumstances,” &c. 

When I view the intimation, tlms received, of the orders of Govern¬ 
ment, in eonuexiou with their intentions, conveyed to me in dispatches 
■and also witli their avowed determination to redeem the credit of the 
British arms in Atfghanistan, publicly notified in general orders, under 
date tlie 31st of January last, I feel that a degree of perplexity and em¬ 
barrassment has bc'en tlirowu upon my position at Candahar, which I did 
not contemplate, and could not have contemplated, when the letters 1 
have hitherto addressed to you were written. 

The communications I have hitherto received from Government, 
have, it is true, prescribed to me no decided line of conduct j but 1 am 
warranted in saying, that their general tenor was to the effect that, i-f 
under existing circumstances, I could maintain my position at Candahar, 
without risking the safety of my troops, it would be consonant w'ith tlie 
views and wishes of Government that I should do so. 

I had a considerable body of troops, and, with much pains, had collect¬ 
ed a reserve of upwards of six months’ provisions. I felt assured of sup¬ 
port, and of the receipt of the ammunition and stores I stood in need of, 
from*Sinde or India ; I knew that Jellalabad was in our possession, and 
that it W’as the resolution of Government to midutain it ; that large rein¬ 
forcements were pre|)aring for its support; I could not over-estimate the 
value of this powerful diversion in my favor, nor could I shut my eyes to 
t he fact, that the abandonment of Candahar by me, must have an unfa¬ 
vorable effect upon the measures in progress for the retention of our 
position at Jellalabad. Under these circumstances, I never had a mo¬ 
ment’s hesitation as to the course I ought to pursue, so long as discretion¬ 
ary power was left to me ; and all my arrangements have, consequently, 
been made with a view to the present maintenance and future extension, 
should such prove desirable, of our power in this country. 

But, tould I have foreseen that so immediately following their procla¬ 
mation of the 31st of January, Government would have determined on 
withdrawing their troops from Jellalabad, excepting on the occurrence of 
“ unforeseen ciremn^tanees,” I should most probably have regarded this 
resolution of theirs, as distinctly pointing to their intention of evacuating 
the country altogether, and have taken measures accordingly. 
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NoV, however, fhe position of the troops at Candah^ is so far .fixed, 
that I consider retirement would not only be disadvantageous, but almost 
impracticable, until the autiunn ; and I trust that my having determined 
on remaining, may ultimately pPbve fortunate ; but the state of uncer¬ 
tainty into which I am now thrown, regtu’diug our present position at 
Jellalabad, and the probable future policy of Government, must preclude 
my acting with full confidence in measures calculated to restore British 
iiiHueuce in the country, by force of arms. I am also become doubtful of 
the proja-iety of retaining Kelat-i-Ghilzyc as a separate garrison ; for 
there is but too much reason to fear, that the sacrifice of the garrison at 
Ghuznee must closely follow on the abandonment of our position at Jella- 
labiid. 

As long as Both the positions of Candaliar and .lellalabad are occupied 
by us, the attention of the insurgents in Afi’ghauistan is distracted. No 
general or combined movement can be made by the Aflgbans while they 
arc threatened frwn both these points ; but if one source of approbension 
be removed by the withdrawal of our troops from Jellalabad, the undi¬ 
vided force of the people backed by success, and inflamed by religious 
enthusiasm, will be at liberty to concentrate its energy against our posi¬ 
tion at Candaliar. 

I believe that many people have been prevented from joining the rebel 
eliiefs, now in arms against us near Candaliar, from a feeling that .we 
meditate the re-occupation of CabooJ from the side of Jellalabad,—an 
impression that has liceu confirmed by the non-arrival of succour from 
Cabool, since the deputation of Atta Mahomed, oii tlie first outbreak of 
the insurrection in that city. While we maintain an imposing attitude 
at Jellalabad, even supposing no advance takes place beyond that post, it 
is my opinion that but few troops and no artillery will be sent from 
Cabool in aid of the rebel cause at Candaliar ; but, if Jellalabad be 
abandoned, I not only look forward to liaving to contend with a force 
from Cabool, much better equipped than is. ordinarily the ease witli 
Affghiui troops, but I anticipate a general movement against us from 
every part of the country. 

■If Geveniinent intend to recover, even temporarily, and for the saving 
of our national honor, their lost position in this country, even if doubtful 
of the policy that it may be deemed expedient to pursue, 1 earnestly 
hope that, before any iiiiinediate retrograde step is made in either 
direction, our whole position in Affghanistau will be attentively viewed ; 
and that the effect which a Iiasty retirement would certainly, and instant¬ 
ly, have on the whole of Beloochistiiii, and even on the navigation of the 
Indus, will be taken into consideration. At the present time, the 
impression of our military strengtli among the people of this country, 
tliough weakened by the occurreiiees at Cabool, i.s not destroyed ; but if 
wc now retire, and it should again become necessary to advance, we shall 
labour under many disadvantages, tlie most serious of which, in my 
opinion, will be a distrust of their strength among our soldiers, which 
any admission of weakness is so well calculated to induce ; and in what 
other light could a withdrawal from Jellalabad or Candaliar be viewed ? 

If retirement should become necessary, it should titke place simultane¬ 
ously, and at a proper season. If Government should select Candaliar as 
the point wlieucc future operations against Cabool are to be directed, stiM 
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tlie retention ol'a position at Jellalabatl in eonsiderftUe force, will be of 
the most essential service in all future conteniplatcd operations. In the 
sanguine hope that some unforeseen circumstance may have occurred to 
postpone the execution of the Government order for the evacuation of 
Jellalabad, I have thought it incumbent on me to address this letter to 
you. 

Before closing my letter,' I may mention that I am now in expectation 
of the march of Brigadier England from Qiuitla, v,’lth supplies for Cnn- 
dahar. 1 have no correct information regarding the probahh^ date of liis 
quilting that post, nor of the strenglli of liis force ; bat there is room for 
apprehension that the convoy helms to escort will be but weakly guarded, 
and every probability that it may be (ittacked. I am ist present, there¬ 
fore, compelled to remain at Caiulahar, ]iR‘i)are(l to move with a snftleicnt 
body of troops to the Brigadier’s support, whenever I may receive cer¬ 
tain intelligence of his movements. 

I have, fco., 

W. XoTT. 

No. 'JD2. — ^}((joi-(.!(‘iwi'(il NoU in iS/r, JffKiihcli. 

Caitdiiliur, lilaixli 20, lS-t‘2. 

Sin,—I have tlie honor to ac«(uaint you tliat, iu coiiseipicnee of tlie 
disputes between the troops and camp-followers and the Atrglni’.is in 
making purchases within the city, and to iodiiee the people of the eoini- 
try to bring in sujiplies, I .have been nndi r tla; iiece.ssity of establishing 
a bazaar, on the outside t>f the town, and in order to its being properly 
regulated, tind to prevent t'xactions tmd (qqtression towards the inhabi¬ 
tants of the district, to ajqioirit a Europimn oliicer to superintend it. 

This bazaar was estaldished on the Ititli instant, and Inns been attended 
with the ve.ry best results ; the [leople now willingly bring in every 
article they liave for sale, and thus preclude the iiicouvenienee of send¬ 
ing troops to the villages for siq’jdies. 

Under these eirenuist.'ince.s I trust that Government will confirm the 
aiTaiigcnient I have made, at least .as a ttsraporarv measuia'. 

I appointed Liiaitenant Tytlor to the charge, owing to Ids knowledge 
of the Persian and Ifindoostanee languages, and to his great control of 
temper, which will, I liojie, tend to conciliate the people bringing in 
supplies. 

I trust that Government will grant Lieutenant Tyfb>r the; indulgence 
of a salar 3 ' for the y)eriod ho may be perndtted to act in the situation in 
which eircuuistanees have oliliged me to place him. 

1 have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 293.— 3raJor-G(:tii'rul NoU to Mr. Afaddock. 

Candahar, A/jril 18, lSi'2. 

Siu,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
1 oth ultimo, inclosing copy of instructions adilressed by liis Lord.ship in 
Council to bis Excellency the Gommandcr-in-Chief, bearing date the 
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of Marcli, 1842. It sliail be my coiistsint ciiilea-tour to carry into 
(‘(I'ect these instructions as far as circurast.ances will admit. 

1 have at present 7,000 men of all arms at Candaliar, exclusive of sick 
and wounded : 700 of these are cavalry of a very inferior description, 
iiidceii are nearly useless in the field ; and three of the infantry regiments 
are composed of the Shah’s Ilindoostam^e troops. The extent of the 
walls of the city is so considerable, that I conceive even a garrison of 
.“1,000 men would be barely sufficient for its defence, in the. event of the 
troops being employed on ilistant operations in the fi(dd ; and containing, 
as it does, all our provisions, ammunition, &e., it is of vital consequence 
to the troops under luy comniand. 

In the event of field operations, the deduction of these 3,000 jnen 
would leave me scarcely 4,000 troops, including this cavalry, to oppose 
the enemy in the field, and to guard a long train of provision and car¬ 
riage-cattle ; and, however distant the service from this important maga¬ 
zine, e\'ery partiide of food must be carried with the force ; thus crip- 
jjHug and retarding all its inovemoiits. 

The trooj>s and establishments at Candaliar are four immtlis in arrears, 
and there is not a riqiee in tlie treasury ; nor can money be borrowed. 
We have no medicine for the siek and wounded : and, in the event of 
iiineh service in the field, I fear we should run short of inusket-aniinuui- 
tion, although 1 have contrived to have considerable quantify prepared 
from old and damaged powder ; frequent application has been made to the 
teitlioritics in Siiide, during the last four months, for treasure, ammuni¬ 
tion, .stores, medicines, and particularly for cavalry, but uo aid whatever 
has beiMi afibrdeJ. 

1 want drauglit and baggago-eattle to en.able me to move ; but witb- 
ont money, in a country like tliis, I can neither purchase nor hire thein. 
i have no ctitlle for moving oven three regiments ; during our field 
ojicratious of last month, both ollicers and men marched without tents. 

I aider these circiinistances, my difikmlties wore certainly great; but, 
although I consider it to he my duty to state these facts, the Govern- 
liiciit may re.st iissnrcd of my best and unremitting exertions to carry 
into effect its views and instructions and to uphold the reputation of our 
arms, ami the honor of my country. 

Periiaps it is not within my province to observe, thi(l, in my bumble 
<)|,inion, an imnccc.ssary alarm has licun created regarding the position of 
oarlroojis in tliis country, and of the strength and power of the enemy 
wc have to contend wiili. Thi.s enemy cannot face our troops in tlic 
field with any chance of success, luiwever siqierior they may be in num¬ 
bers, provided tliose precautions are strictly observed, which war, between 
a small body of disciplined soldiers, and a vast crowd of untrained, 
unorganized, and half-civilized people, constantly renders neces.sary. 
True, the llrit.ish troops suffered a dreadful disaster at Cabool, and it is 
net for me to presume to jtoint out wliy tliis happened, however evident 
1 may conceive tile rea.sons, and, tlie long train of military and political 
events wliich lei! to the sad wita,stroplie. 

Had I been reinforced with a single regiment of cavalry. I feel con¬ 
vinced tliat 1 could long since have tranquillized or siibdued the rebelli¬ 
ons feeling in the provinces dependent upon Candaliar, and that a very 
few additional troops from Sindc, to garrison this extensive and import- 
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ainf city, would lisr/e set me free from my present difficult positiop, auuS 
have enabled me at this moment to have been on my march to Ghuznee 
and to Cabool ; but, although near six months, have elajjsed since the 
outbreak at that city, no aid of any kind has been sent to me ; and the 
circumstances I have now detailed still confine me to this post, and its 
immediate vicinity. 

It is with deep concern that I feel myself disappointed in the long-ex¬ 
pected convoy from Sinde ; no doubt Major-(Jeueral England Itas fully 
acquainted Govennueut with the mrfortunate check received by the de¬ 
tachment under his command in Pisheen, on tiie 28th ultimo, the moral 
influence of whicli lias been great thronghmit the country, and has added 
considerably to the diflicultics of my position. I am now under the 
necessity of directing a strong brigade to march as far as the Kojuck 
Pass, in hopes of at lengtli getting the treasure, stores, &c., I stand so 
much ill need of, and without wliich my force is paralyzed. I have 
requested Major-(reiieral England to send a detachment from Quetta for 
its conveyance. This strong brigade will be sent from Caiidahar for 
fifteen or twenty days, at a most critical period. I berewitb transmit 
copies of letters traiisiiiitted by me to tlmt officer on this subject. 

1 liave not received a line from Colonel Palmer since November last ; 
and althougli I have no-authentic information of the surrender of Ghiiz- 
nee to the enemy, I fear there can be no longer a. doubt of its having 
fallen into their hands in tlie beginning of March, and that the European 
officers are now prisoners in tliat garrison. This has lieeu repeated by 
so many natives of the country, as to induce me to give credit to tlieir 
assertions. They also declare that the surviving Sepoys have been sold 
into slavery. Whether the place surrendered for want of water, or 
whether Colonel Palmer acted upon the circular letter signed “ Pottinger 
and Elphiiistonft,” directing Jellalabad, Gliuziiee, Kelat-i-Ghilzye, and 
Caiidahar, to be given tip, I liave not been aide to ascertain. 

Wluit effect the murder of His Majesty Shall Shooja-ool-Moidk may 
have on this part of Artgliaiiistaii, it is at jire.scnt difficult to say. His 
Royal Highness Prince Timoiir, who appears to be sincerely attached to 
the British Government, has formed no party, and, at this moment, 
possesses no influence in this country. I have not yet been able to 
ascertain his real Sentiments regarding the murderers of liis royal father, 
and the scenes now jiassing at Cabool, or what sti'jis lie has determined 
to pursue ; hut I will take care to avoid oH'eriiig any pledge on the jiart 
of the British Government to any future line of conduct towards His 
Royal Highness. 

■ I have frequent communications with the garrison of Kclat-i-Ghilzye. 
I have no intention of withdrawing the troops from tliat post for the 
present ; it is well supplied with provisions and water. 

I am, &c., 

W. Nott. 

No. 294.— Major-Gvwrul Nott to Briyadier England. 

Camluhar, March 13, 1842. 

Sir, —T have been favored witli a copy of your letter, of the 1st in¬ 
stant. 1 regret to find that you iiitciidod to march with treasure, ammu- 
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nitlcm, &c., and under charge of only half the foPce you originally 
arranged. I would suggest, under circumstances, that you should halt at 
Quetta until you can assemble the force you tooted in your letter now 
acknowledged. The delay of t«i or fifteen days, as far as treasure is; 
concerned, will be of no consequence whatever. . 

You will, of course, bring forward with you the company of Bei^I 
Artillery now at Quetta, as well as the officers belonging to raiments at 
Candahar. 

It is, in every point of view, desirable, that a strong brigade (such as 
noted by you) should push on to Candahar as soon as possible. 

1 am, &c., 

W. Nott. 

No. 295.— Mcyor-General Nott to Biigadier England. 

Candahu-, March 22, 1842. 

Sir, —I hope you have received some of my letters. It is desirable 
that ammunition, stores, medicine, and money, should be sent to this- 
place ; but the state of the country renders it expedient that the convoy 
.should come under a very strong escort. I can spare no troops from 
this ; and all I co<ild possibly do would be moving a brigade a few 
marches to meet your force, and to do so it would be absolutely necessary 
that I slmuld know the exact day on which your force may march front 
Quetta. 

If it should be the wish of Government to retain Afghanistan, or to 
aid the garrison of Ghuznee, or to bring it off it is absolutely necassary 
to push a strong brigade from Sinde to Candahar without delay. It is 
five months since the first outbreak at Cabool ; and in all that time, not 
the least aid has been sent here from Sinde ; on tlm contrary, our 
ammunition has been cut oft‘ by the unaccountable withdrawal of the 
important post of Killa Abdoolla ; the company of European Artillery- 
stint from Bengal expressly for Candahar, has been detained for months 
at Quetta, I should feel obliged if you could forward a copy of this 
note to Major Outram, or the original. 

1 am, &c., 

W. Nott. 

P.S.-—No important success can be gained here without a good body 
of cavalry. 

No. 297.— Major-General Nott to Major-General England. 

Candahar, April 18, 1842. 

Sir, —I have been favored with your letters of the Ist and 10th instant. 
I have also heard of the affair you had with a party of the enemy on the 
28th ultimo, and deeply regret the result. I have attentively perused the 
Government dispatch of the 15th ultimo, forwarded through you'. I have 
looked at our position iii Afighauistan in every point of view that my 
judgment, aided by three years’ experience of its people, will admit of. I 
now deliberately note what I conceive to be necessary to carry out the 
intention of the Supreme Government, and to assert and uphold the 
honor of our country. Even should the Government ultimately deter- 
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mine on'witlji^awhig the Britisli Iroops from the riglit of tlie Indus, it 
would be impossible to retire the troops below the passes before Oclobcr. 
Tlie troops at Candnhar ai'o four months’ in arrears, and we have not oue 
rupee in the treasury. - In the event of much field service, we should run 
/short of musket-ammunitjoii ; aud wo are without medicine for the sick and 
w(^nded. I think it absolutely necessary tliat a strong brigade of 2,500 
men should be immediately pushed from Quetta to Caiidahar, with tlie 
supplies noted in the fon'going jiaragrajih. I, therefore, have to 
acquaint you, that I will direct a brigade of three rcgimeiits of infantry, 
a troop of horse artilierv, wit h a body of cavalry, to march from Caiida¬ 
har on the morning of the 25th instant. This force will certainly be at 
Chummuii, at the northern foot of the Kojuck, on the morning of tlie 1st 
of May, and po.ssibly on the ."0th of this iiioutli. I sliall, therefore, fully 
rely on your marcliiiig a brigade from Quetta, so that it may reach the 
southern side of the ]tass on the above-nieiitioiied date. I believe there 
can be no diiricalfy wliatever in accomplishing tlii.s, nor of cro.s.siiig the 
Kojuck without loss, provided tlie heights arc jiroperly crowned on cither 
side. I have crossed it three times in cniumaiid of troojis, and I know 
that what I now state is correct. There can be no danger in passing 
through Pisliccn, jirovide.l a careful and well-ordered inarcli is presen-ed, 
aud pafro’es an.I !1 inking-partics of iiurse are thrown well out. The 
people of tills country c.r.inot withstand our troops in the open liehl. I 
am well aware that war caun.it lie made witliout loss, but 1 yet hojK' that 
British troops can oppose Asiatic armies without defeat ; and 1 feel and 
know that British officers slioiild never despedr of piiiii.shiiig the atrocious 
and treacherous conduct of a brutal eneiuv. You say tliat you an; “ not 
aware if you know the loo.alities of Quetta I know them well and I 
hope I shall be e.vcascJ when 1 exjire.'is my surpisc that the authorities of 
Quetta should for a luoiiient have thonglit of throwing up breastworks, 
.and intrenching tliat straggling and wretched eaiitoiinieiit, when the 
town and citadel is so svell calculated for every pnrjio.se which can render 
a post at all desirable in .Sliawl, and I am quite certain may be well 
defended by 500 men. Did I coinnuind at Quetta, ’ I would relinquinii 
the cantonineiit ; it is useless. Quetta is not a place for a large body of 
troops. I feel obliged to you for jioinfing out the many diffieidtii.'.s 
attending our posiiiou, but yoe. are well avnire that it is our first and only 
duty to overcome dittieiilties, wlien the national honor and our military’ 
reputation arc so decfily eoneiu’iied. Nothing can be acco;npli.shed with¬ 
out efl’ort and pcr.scveraiice. In reply to the last paragrH[)li of your letter 
of the 10th instant, I have only to obiscvve, that I have not yet contem¬ 
plated falling back ; without money 1 can neither pay the long arrears due 
to the troops, nor procure carriage for field operations. I deeply regret this 
state of tilings, which ought to have been attended (,o months ago ; had 
this berm done, 1 slxmld now have been on my march to Ghuznee. I 
shall fully rely on your brigade being at the Kojue.k on t he 1st of May or 
before. This letter I request may be forwarded to Major Outram. 

I have, 

W . Nott. 

P.S.—YYiu will of course perceive that 1 intend that your brigade 
should join and accoinpany the detachment sent from this, to Candaliar. 
1 have no cattle for treasure or stores. 
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No. 298 .—Major Ontram to Captain Durand, Private Secretary 
to the Guocnior-Guneral, 

Sitktfur, May 1, 1842. 

Si^—Lest. Ills Lord.s’.iip should be doubtful of tlie tucaiis of moving 
the tH^ps ut Quetta, I give you an estimate of tlie troop.s at our disposal 
there. 1 presume that the carriage which took the brigade whkih accom- 
jiauied or followed Major-General Kiigl.iod from l)adiir on the 7th 
iVlareh, and suksequeiitly, must be equal to carry on tlie same force with 
ten day’s provisions (wliich tliey took up the pns.s,) for I calculate that, 
the few camels previously at (^.letti, together with vv'liat carried the large 
portion of stores which would remain at (J ictia, and some that have been 
purchased since the troops went up, must more than counterbalance the 
cisiialtics incurred on the advauci' to, an<l retreat from, llykulzye. 
'fln>;i' troops are (I roughly estimate tho strengtli of the corps, but 
bclievci I ain near the mark) :— 

t)nc trooj) Horse Artillery, 6 guns. If.O 

I ler Majesty’s d 1st li(*g:inent . 7 .j 0 ll.iyonets. 

(ith lu'ginient Native Infantry. Ho!) ,, 

I'our riaiik Companie.s. „ 

Three troops Light Cavalry... 220 Swords. 

I’ooiia Horse. 2.)0 „ 

2,100 

'fhe eoitvoy now going up, tmd whieli made the first march into the 


pass fo-tlay, consists of— 

Two 2 l-])ounders, 1 lowitzers . 50 

Ones juidron Light C.iv.ilry . l.iO Swords. 

One strong regiment Native lufaulrv. 1000 .Bayonets. 

Also one eomp.my of Eurojiean Artiih'rymen 

■vvithoiit guns. 120 


3.600 

That eoitvoy took from hence 2,080 camels, of wiiieh 1,000 had just 
anived from .Iimdporc ; aiul were reported to have reached Dadur in 
c.\c llent condition,' excepting the smaller portion with the rear wing of 
the 12th Beginieiit, which had not arrived actually at Dadttr when I last 
heard, but the accomtts regarding them within four niaredies of Dailnr 
were ctiiiidly fiivortible. At Haslur, a eonsidtirable quantity of fresh 
camels bad been purchased, which also will, I [tresume, accompany the 
Convoy, which must thus have a large portion of spare Oiirriage, besides 
iiitich of the stores carried up by it Ixung only intended for Quetta. 

There can be no ditlieuity, tliereforc, in General England moving tliat 
iunount of force, i. e., 3,600 men of all arms, when the 12tli Begimcnt 
Joins, if he does not do so before with a smaller body, which I should not 
he doubtful or anxious as to the result of, if met by a brigade from Canda- 
har at the Kojuck, nor should I have any fears for Quetta with a single 
regiment (and artillery) for the short time which woldd ititervene ere the 
reinforcement got up, having now every confidence that our Brahoee allies 
will keep faithful, and, so long as they do so, the Kaukers alone would 
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not dare to opp«8e Major Reid’s strong convoy ; while the Affghans wiR 
Oiave enough to do with General England’s brigade. The above calcu¬ 
lation of 3,600 men being available after Major Reid’s junction, is 
allowing two regiments of Native Infantry and six guns for the garrison 
of Quetta, whidi ought to insure the safety of that post. His Lordship 
will observe in my diary, dispatched to-day, that the oflicers comn||pdiiig 
the Dddur and Sebee posts report their positions perfectly tenable against 
•any native enemy, without further reinforcements, but that my assistants, 
in charge of Cutch, and witli the Khan of Kelat, are quite confident that 
no attempt will be made upon them. 

I have, &c., 

J. O DTK AM. 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have received packets from Dadur 
28tli ultimo, Quetta 23r(i, and Candahar tlie I7tli and IStli, the latter 
containing a copy of a letter from General Nott to General England, the 
most refreshing drauglit I have ([uafl'ed since our reverses commenced, as 
giving the best possible assurance that General Nott is fully equal to the 
powers vested in him,—is fully bent on retrieving our honor, and fully 
powerful enough to insure his doing so, in conjunction with General 
Pollock. How fortunate it is Prince Timour has remained faithful 
throughout, which will greatly facilitate the settlement of the Candahar 
kingdom, whatever may be done with Cabool. All the gentleiueu with 
me arc employed in running oft'copies of these Candahar dispatches for 
General Pollock and Mr. Clerk, which will be sent oft' with this express. 
Mr. Hammersley writes, in forwarding them, that General England, in 
con.sequence of General Nott’s orders, was to march on the 26th ultimo 
with 2,o00 men, including all the regular, and nearly all the irregular 
cavalry, the European coiiqiany of Bengal artillerynmn, troop of horse 
artillery, &c. Although still far from well, the General goes himself 
My assistant at Dadur reports on the 28th institnt, “ The pass clear,—no 
want of carriage, camels in abundance for sale and hire.” Major Reid’s 
convoy was to march into the puss on the 1st instant (to-day), after eJos- 
ang up tlie rear wing. 


No. 299.— Mr. Maddoc-h, to Major-General Nott. 

Allahabad, May 13, 18.12. 

Sib, —The Governor-General has received, in a manner which leaves no 
•doubt of its authenticity, a copy of the letter addressed by you, on the 
18th ultimo, to Brigadier England, directing that officer to move with 
.2,500 men upon the Kqjuck Pass, and intimating that you would move 
•a force to meet him. 

2. Under the circumstances stating by you, of your want of treasure, 
ammunition, and medicines (with all of wliich Brigadier England could 
supply you), the combined movement so directed by you for the purpose 
of obtaining those supplies, is entirely approved. 

3. The Governor^-Geueral, however, cannot but express his fear that 
Brigadier England having been ordered by you to bring on to Candahar 
the whole force of 2,500 men, with which you instructed him to move 



313 


jpon th&Kojuok Pass, your coimnunicatioiis with thecpuutry below the 
pass will remain without any security. 

4. ■ Your jmsition, when supplied with treasure, ammunition, medicines, 
•will be more favorable than the Governor-General had reason to suppose 
it would be, when the instructiona of the 19th ultimo were addressed to 
you ; but this improvement of your position is not such as to induce his 
Lordship to vary those instructions, in so fur as they direct your retiring 
upon Sukkur. 

5. That movement you will make at such period and with such pre¬ 
cautions as may best conduce to the preservation of the health of your 
troops and the efficiency of your army. The Governor-Geueral under¬ 
stands that, consistently witii the necassary regard to those objects of 
primary importance, you cannot retire below the passes till October. 

(T JS'citijer docs tJie decease of .Sliuli Sliooja induce the Governor- 
General to vary those instructions, in as far as they relate to the measures 
you were directed to adojit on evataiating the fort uf Kelat-i-Ghilzye and 
llic city of Candaliar. 

7. In the present divided state of Affghanistan, the Governor-General 
is not })rcparcd to recognize any one as the sovereign of that country : but 
tlic fidelity of Prince Tirnour would justify his being put in possession of 
(hose places, and of Gbiriskli, on your retiring to the Indus. 

I have. See., 

T.'II. M.4DIK)CK. 

No. 300.— Tile Goiieruor-Gemral of India to General Sir 
Jusjier Nieolls. 

AUuluJ/ad, May 14, 1842. 

(Extract.)—rl iiieloso a copy of a letter from Major-General Nott, to 
Brigadier England, dated the I8th of A))ril, which was transmitted to my 
Private Secretary by Major Outram, and received liere yesterday. 

2. 1 likewise inclose a coj)y of the letter 1 addressed yesterday to 
Major-General Nott. 

3. Some dispatch from Major-General Pollock, to me has, I have 
reason to think, been intercepted, and I have not that intimation of his 
views which,Mr. Clerk appears to have had, when he acknowledged tlie re¬ 
ceipt of your Excellency's orders to Major-General Pollock on the 5th 
instant. 

4. The advance of the season, however, which really renders the re¬ 

tirement of Major-General Pollock at the present moment a measure of 
some hazard to the health of his troops,—the improved facilities which the 
Major-General finds of obtaining supplies of provisions,—^but, more than ■ 
all, the influence which those now about him, anxious to vindicate the 
army by some signal blow against the Affglians, and to effect the restora¬ 
tion of the prisoners to liberty by negociatioii supported by force, mirst 
necessarily have upon his rviind,—all these things induce me to apprehend 
that it will hardly be until October that the Major-General wiU commence 
his homeward march. ' » 

5. Your Excellency is of opinion that Jlajor-General Nott cannot 
safely commence his march to the plains before the same time. 

Q Q 
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6. It will thefefore probably not be until the end of November that 
the army of Major-General Pollock, nor until the end of December that 
the army under Major-General Nott, will be established within the British 
territory. 

7. I have hitherto succeeded in preserving absolute secresy with res¬ 
pect to the intention 1 entertain as to withdrawing from Aftghanistan. I 
have done so by unusual means, but I deemed it to be essential to the 
public interests that entire secresy upon that point should be observed. 
I feel that the difficulties, with wliich tlie two armies would have to coji- 
tend in making their retreat, would be greatly increased, were the Atfgluuis 
now acquainted with their intention to retire ; and, in order to mislead 
them upon this point, even were Uiere no other object, I sho\dd be dis¬ 
posed to form an army of reserve in a position from which it might 
advance to the support of either Major-Genorul Pollock, or Major-General 
Nott, and, at the same time, overawe the states of India ; and to mak(! 
public at once the intention of collecting such an army. 

8. I should be happy to be favored with your Excellency’s intentions 
as to the selection of corps, and all the subsiduiry arrangements, as early 
as you can furnish them to me ; and the necessary orders slmll then at 
once be given. 

9. I think it will be desirable that I should join your Excellency's 
camp as soon as it is formed, and remain there a few weeks. 

10. The army collected should be termed the Army of Reserve, and 
the camp should be one of exercise in great manaaivrcs. As many 
European regiments as we can get togetj^er should form a part of the 
force coUected. 

No. 301.— 3fajor-Gi‘Hcral Pollock io 3Ii\ Maddork. 

Camp, Jallalabatl, April 10, 1842. 

Sin,—1 have this day ordiTed the force mentioned below, to march to 
Lundi Khana, and there assist the force under Colonel Bolton, in 
escorting treasure, ammunition, and grain to this place, should 1 find it 
advisable to remain here. 

I have, &e., 

G. Poi.noCK. 

Force ordered to march to Lnndi Khntiti, under the command of 

. Brigadier Alonteatk. C. B. 

Five Mountain-train guns. 

Two squadrons 10th Light Cavalry. • 

150 Irregular Horse. 

Two Companies Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry. 

The 33rd, 35th and one wing of 64th Native Infantry. . 

The Regiment of Jezailchees. 

No. 302.— 3lajor-Gi-neral Pollock to Mr. Maddoch. 

^ JelUdahad, April 20, 1842. 

Sir,— J have the honor to forward copy of a letter received from Cap¬ 
tain Mackeson, Political Agent, to my address. 



I have alreaJy stated iny views with rep;ard to th> Kliyber Pass. I 
have also shown that from the system of suppljuiig earriage-cattio, I have 
not the means of moving, and the country around cannot supply my 
wants. To establish depots or strong posts at intervals on the road 
i)etween this and Cabool, would so reduce the numerical strength of this 
force, that by the time it reached the capital it would to too weak to effect 
tlie desired object. For several marches no forage is procurable. Even 
if we had- carris^e, the conveyance of forage would so increase the 
iinmber of animals to be protected, that I should much doubt our being 
able to convoy them in safety.; and, I confess, after the'treachery we 
have experienced, I could have no confidence in any promises of support 
from an Attghan ; lie might engage to lay in forage at intervals, for the 
expres.s purpose of leading us into a difficult position, and tlien glory in 
having served his own cause, by bringing us to the verge of destruction. 

The devastation of a few villages in our vicinity, with all grain and 
forage, would be a small- matter in the eyes of an Afiglian, if he could 
•herel)y destroy our force—and such a mciasure would assuredly go near 
to efl'cet it. 

1 liave maturely considered the question of onr advanc^by this road to 
(labool, and I confess that I see too many difficulties to warrant our risk¬ 
ing such a eoiirse. The force I liave tlic hoJior to command, if well sup- 
jilied, is ready to marcli anywhere, and if I could have advanced by the 
rout of Caiidahar, our success would bo certain. But to witJidraw from 
this jdace at ti>e present moment, would enable the enemy to concentrate 
all their strength in tlie vitdnity of Caudahar, which, until the junction of 
Brigadier England, would (tmbarrass Major-General Nott. 

1 hiivo not received any eonutmnitiatiou from any of the native chiefs 
sliiee the dtiiith of Shah Soojali, or of his Naib Ameen Oollah, whose 
murder appears It) be certain, tliougli we have not yet received any 
particulars. 

I have, &c., 

G. Poi-LOCK. 


No. .lOS.— Mnjor-Gaivral Pollock to Mr. Alaihlock. 

JeUalabad, 'April 24, 1842. 

Sin,—I liave tlie honor to transmit herewith a copy and abstract trans¬ 
lation of a letter received froni .Shall Baz Khan, and Meerza Mahomed 
Ameer to Mirza Aga Jan, the Governor of the Koorgeeanees, dated 
17th instant. 

The force said to be in preparation is supposed tef be about 10 or 
12,000 men, with which I should hardly suppose the enemy would 
venture on the plains. I am glad to say that supplies are coming in 
greater quantities daily, and 1 -expect 7,000 maunds of .Atta here from 
Pesliawnr with the Slst foot, which will, I hope, be at AH Musjid the day 
after to-morrow. 

ye •» 

1 liave, &e., 

G. Pollock. 
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No. 304?— 3I(y Of-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, JeUalabad, April 26, 1842. 

SiEj—I Jiave the honor to report, for the information of the Eight 
Honorable the Governor-General, that late yesterday afternoon Captain 
Colin Mackenzie came into the Camp, being the bearer of ,a letter from 
Major Pottinger, C.B., a copy of which is enclosed herewith. I have 
thought it desirable, in communication with Captain Mackenzie, to con¬ 
fine my reply in -this instance to the release of the prisoners, and the 
terms on which that very desirable object may be eflected. A copy of 
my reply is also sent herewith, and I trust it will meet the approbation 
of his lordship. I regret to state Major-General Eljdunstone, C.B., died 
on the evening of the 23rd instant, about half an hour before Captain 
lilackenzic left Malionied Akbiir Khan, and tlic Sirdar promised that the 
body should be sent to me—it has not yet arrived. 1 have received a 
letter written by General Eljdiinstone to the address of the Secretary to 
Government ; also a narrative of events by him, from the 3()th April, 
1841, np to the time of his being detained by Mahomed Aklair. 

I have also aeceivod notes of t)j)erations during the siegt;, drawn up by 
Lieutenant Eyre, with a request that I will read and forward them to 
Captain Durand ; tliere are also many other doemuents in the ])ossossion 
of Captain Maegregor, wliicli it is desirable Government sliould be in 
possession of. As this will entail much writing, I have authorised 8ir 11. 
Sliakespcar to engage additional (derks until all are ])rcpared, and any 
information 1 may' obtain verbally, or in writing, I shall not fail to com¬ 
municate without delay. 

The remaining prisoners were -well, and were as well treated as could 
be expected at the hands of an Attghan. 

I hav(*, &c., 

G. Poi-l.OCK. 

No. 305. —Major PoUinger to JMajor-General Pollock. 

Tezeen, April 20, i 842. 

Siu,—I have the honor to forward by Cai)tain Colin Mackenzie, the 
following message from Sirdar Mahomed Akhnr Khan and the Ghiizie 
Chiefs, Mahomed Shah, Dost Mahomed, Khajewali Mahomed, and Gool 
Mahomed in Council (they inform me), with Kboda Baksh Khan and 
Azeez Khan. 

The Sirdar wishes to know, in the first place, if we will consent to 
withdraw the greater part of our troops, atid leave an Agent with a small 
body of men to act witli whoever the confederates may elect as chiel', 
in which choice they proijose to be guided by the wishes of the two 
factions in Cabool, and wish ns to release Dost Mahomed Khan. 

Secondly.—They propose that if the British Government have deter¬ 
mined on subjecting the cotmtry, and continuing the war, that the priso¬ 
ners at present in Affghanislan shall be exciiauged for Dost Mahomed 
Khan, Jus family, and attendants, and that the issue be dej)endant on the 
Sword. • 

Thirdly.—In the event of nfiither of these propositions being approved 
of, they wish to know what terms will be granted to themselves indi\’idii- 
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ally ; whctlier we, in the event of their submission, jfill confine them, 
send them to India, take hostages from them, reduce their pay, or, in 
short, what they have to expect from our clemency. 

Captain Mackenzie will verbally inform, you of the state in which the 
affairs appear to us here, as well as what we hear of those at CabooL 
The leader!! appear panic struck, and . endeavour to raise reports of our 
inhumanity and unforgiving nature, the better to keep the lower orders 
from awaiting our approach ; they have, moreover, recourse to force 
when any of the clansmen show dilatoriness in moving. If the present 
overture fails, I understand that the Sirdar intends carrying his prisoners 
into the Ahmedzay country, and taking refuge in their strong-hold, till he 
sees the result of your operations against Cabool ; however every day 
causes him to change his resolution, as it brings fresh news from the 
different parties throughout the country. 

The Sirdar proposed to send Captain Mackenzie, as a person he trusted 
would act with justice towards him and his party, as well as for the ‘ 
English. 

I have, &c., 

E. POTTINGEK. 

No. 306.— Major-General Pollock to Major Pottincjrr. 

Camp, Jellalabad, April 26, 1842. 

SiE,—The message from Mahomed Akbar Khan and other Chiefs lias 
been communicated to me by Captain Mackenzie. 

Kindness and good treatment of our prisoners will meet with due con¬ 
sideration at the hands of Government, and the release of them much 
more so ; their release would also greatly facilitate further communica¬ 
tions between the Governments. 

If money be a consideration, I am prepared to pay into the hands of 
any one deputed by the Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khan the sum of two 
lacs of rupees whenever the prisoners shall be delivered to me in tliis 
Camp. 

Security for the payment of the money will be given in the way the 
Sirdar may point out, the accommodation being mutual. 

Mahomed Shah Khan, Dost Mahomed Khan, and Khojeh Mahomed 
Khan, (his brothers), to enjoy the advantages arising from their hereditary 
possessions. 

Speed is necessary to evince sincerity, the good faith of the British 
Govermnent is manifest. 

The other points contaj|P|d in your communication must remain fur 
future coiuideration. 

^ I liave, &c., 

G. Pox-lock. 

No. 307 .—Captain iMwretice Mr. Chrk's Assistant, attached to 
Major-General. Pollock, to Mr. Clerk. ■ 

Peshawar, April 25, 1842. 

Sir,— I have the honor to inform you that Rajah Golab Sing has 
consented to lend me .3,000 maunds of atta, delivering them the day after 
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to-morrow at Ali^Musjid. This, with the 2,000 mavuids now being car¬ 
ried for us by the camels of the Sikh troops, will make up the amount of 
grain dispatched from Peshwaur, to be not less than 10,000 maunds, 
being double the quantity stated by Captain'Mackeson as sufficient to 
relieve the troops at Jellalabad from their temporary difficulties. 

Colonel Bolton’s detachment marched this morning, and will be at 
Ali Musjid to-morrow. I follow them to Jumrood immediately, and 
shall accompany the column to-molrow. Yesterday I procured hostages, 
eighteen- in number, from the Kokie Kheil and Malik Kheil ; the latter, 
occupying the road beyond Ali Musjid, had hitherto refused to give 
hostages. 

I have, &c., 

II. M. LAtVKEKCE. 


No. 308.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, Jellalabad, AprUiB, 1842. 

Sin,—I have the honour to report that Captain Mackenzie will return 
this evening with my reply to the message received from Major Pottiugcr. 
I have had a good deal of conversation with Captain Mackenzie on the 
subject of tlie message ; he is of ojiinion, tliat altliough the name of 
Dost Mahomed has.been introduced as if most anxious for his release, 
that in reality the Sirdars liave scarcely a hope that their wishes will be 
attended to j but that tlieir anxiety as to the third proposition is very 
great; that they are anxious to submit, but dread the cliniate of India, 
or a residence in London. Of this I was duly apprised before I wrote 
my reply.; it was a point on whicb I could not offer an opinion, but one 
on which Captain Mackenzie would undoubtedly be questioned. I have, 
therefore, instructed him to anticipate any question which might be put, 
by being the first to say that the third proposition had been duly noticed 
by me, but that, at this stage of the affair, 1 did not consider it expedient 
to commit anything to paper, as the release of our prisoners would he 
the first'indication on tlitar part of good faith ; that being accomplished, 
I should be better prepared to listen to any future overtures from the 
chiefs. 

Tlmre was a fourth proposition or message, which was from Mahomed 
Akbar alone, delivered verbally to Captain Mackenzie, in the presence of 
Illajor Pottinger, but without the knowledge of even his cousin, Sooltan 
Jan. It related, as may be supposed, to himself and his own prospects, 
in the event of his submission. He instanced our treatment of Ameer 
Klian, who had long been our powerful |||femy, and wislied particularly 
to know what he might expect from our clmeucy, being willi^ to sepa¬ 
rate himself entirely from the faction now opposed to us. ms position 
is evidently different from the others. That he was the murderer of the 
Envoy, there cannot be a question ; and he evidently feels his guilt to be 
almost an insupera’ole bar to any terms frdm uS ; but he also feels that he 
has possession of the persons of our countrymen, and that circumstance 
seem to hold out to him a hope that his proffers of submission will meet 
with a favourable reception. 

I think there can be no doubt that the Sirdar will again address me 
through Major Pottinger or Capttuii Mackenzie ; I shall therefore be glad 
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to be put in possession of the views of Government in Riis point in parti- 
. oular with as little delay as practicable. 

■" I have, &c., 

G. PoixocK. 

No. 309. — Mr. Maddoc.k to Major-Gcmtral Pollock. 

* •Allahabad, May 15, 1842. 

Sib,— I am directed by the Govenior-General to inform you that your 
letter, apjiarently communicating certain propositions from Mahomed 
Akbar,, (referred to in your letter of the 28th ultimo) has not been 
received. 

2. If tliose propositions related to the exchange of prisoners, you have 
been already instructed as to the principles upon which, alone, such 
exchange can bo made, in my letter of the 2ath ultimo ; and you have 
been informed by my letter of the 28th ultimo, that you may negociate 
for such exchange with a dc facto Government. 

The Governor-General is at a loss to imagine what propositions, 
relating to himself, Mahomed Akbar can have laid before j'ou. That 
person is not only the acknowledged murderer of the late Sir W. Mac- 
naghteii, but he deceived and betrayed a IJritish army into a position in 
wliich it was destroyed. • 

4. It is not coiisistent with the honor of the British Government to 
cuter into any terras for the making of a provision for so great a criminal. 
We. might engage to spare his life, if he were to fall into our hands, 
beeause it would be difficult so to bring- him to trial as to protect the 
Government from a colorable charge of violently prosecuting an unwor¬ 
thy revenge ; but no more than this can be done, and this only, if he 
.sliouhl itroiiiptly do all he can to repair the crimes he has committed. 

I have; &c. 

T. H. M.vddock. 

No. 310.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellulahad, April 2!), 1842. 

Sib, —I beg to state, for the information of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, that a report has reached me of Timoor Shah Zadah 
having left Candaliar on his way to Cabool, although the report is not of 
such a nature that I can vouch for its truth. I think it very probable 
that the Prince may proceed (fc Cabool on hearing of his father’s death ; 
and, having already heard from Eutteh Jung, I may expect to have a 
message from the eldest son, Timoor ; it is therefore in the expectation 
of such a communication that I beg to be informed of the intentions of 
Government, relating to the family of the late Shah Shooja. 

When 1 have received the instructions of Government on this point, I 
shall take the liberty of suggesting whatever may appear ■ to me to be 
desirable as to the movements of this force. I hope I shall have ailfho- 
rity to move forward gradually, which, under existing circumstances, will 
have a much better effect than moving at once to Gundainuck, and then 
halting a long period. 
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If, as I hope, it t)e intended tliat I should advance either this year or 
early the next, I would strongly rccomnieiid that two 18-poundcrs, with 
an ample sojpply of arnmunition, be sent without delay. In this country, 
every town is a fortified place. Tlie bullocks, for the battering guns, 
should be picked and of the best kind ; and, considering the difficulty of 
the roads, to ensure efficiency, I would recommend a double set of 
bullocks. An artillery officer and men, with blacksmiths and carpenters 
should accompany the guns ; and whatever guard may-be sent with them, 
iiistructious should be given for fatigue parties to accompany and assist 
the guns, to prevent their detention on the road. When the cattle are 
not only fatigued by a long march, but are kept from their food the greater 
})art of the da}', they very soon become unfit for any work. 

With reference to the want of cattle with tills force, I think it might, 
in a great measure, be remedied and with advantage, if Mr. Clerk were 
authorized to purchase mules and yaboos in the Punjaub. These animals 
abonnd in tlie Punjaub, and are of superior description ; they are very 
hardy animals and eat almost anything, whereas the camel of the Pun¬ 
jaub or of Iliudobstan (of which we must have some) does not thrive in 
this country. 

Camels of this country are sometimes procurable here, but there are 
none at jiresent, for the alarm at the ajiproach of this force si'cms to have 
driven every living creature to the. hills—they are, however, now return¬ 
ing. In consequence of the absurd arrangement of hiring camels to 
Jellalabad and no further, I in common with many others am now dis- 
tresseil for carriage, and it is diffiiailt to say how we can procure any. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton lost nearly 300 camels by desertion before he 
reached Peshawur. 

If my jiroposal for Mr. Clerk to purchase animals in the Punjaub be 
sanctioned a fonvard rnovement even to Cabool might be eflected, if 
General Mott could move in coiu'crt. 

1 hope, in a day or two, to have anllientic information from Cabool of 
the state of affairs, wdiich was not, by the lust account, at all settled. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 311.— Mr. Maddork to Mr. BiiMi/, Serrrimy to the Gorern- 
mmt of liuHa, at Burt TVilliam. 

Allahabad, May 7, 1S42. 

Sir, —^In transmitting to you the letter /ram Major-General Pollock, 
■dated the 2‘lth ultimo, whicli encloses autlieuticatcd cojiies of the several 
letters addressed in December and .famiary last, by Cajitain Lawrence ainl 
Major E. Pottinger to Cajitain Maegregor, with reference to the treaty 
•entered into at Cabool, for securing the retreat of the array, to that 
retreat, and the subsequent disaster, and to the condition of the hostages 
and prisoners in the hands of the enemy, I am directed by tlie Governor- 
General to suggest to the President in Council that these doemnents, and 
all other documents relating to the conduct of the.inilitary and political 
authorities at Cabool, during the last three months of 1841, anil in 
January, 1842, should be now placed in the liands of some perfectly 



impartial person, for the purpose of separating, as far '^s possible, sucli 
documentary evidence as relates to the military oilicers from such as 
relates to the political agents ; and submitting to the Government a 
ref)ort. upon which may be founded any cliarges to be preferred against 
the former before a court-martial, and against the latter before a court of 
enquiry. 

2. Tlie Governor-General is persuaded that the President in Coun¬ 
cil will feel with him that the selection of the ))erson to whom these 
several documents are to be submitted, and by whom such report is to be 
made, is a matter of the highest importance, with a view to the satisfac¬ 
tion of the public mind, as well as to the instruction of Govermneut 
itself; and his Lordship suggests that Mr. Cameron, the Law Com¬ 
missioner, should be requested to undertake the office. 

3. Thiit gentleuxau having no connection either with the military or 
civil s('rviee, and being accustomed to bring the jfowers of an acute and 
accurate nrind to the consideration of subjects with judi<!ial impartialitv, 
will be most competent to analyse tlie evidence, and to re})ort upon it in 
a satisfactory manner. 

4. If Mr. Canua-on should be willing to undertake this office for the 
accommodation of the Government, the Governor-General suggests that 
the President in Council shoidd at once make ]mblic the concluding 
[laragraphs (2ud and 3d) of Major-General Pollock’s letter of the 24tli 
ultimo, and aiinonnce that tlie several docunients therein mentioned, and 
all others relating to the snbjeet have been placed in Mr. Cameron’s 
hands, for the purjiose of investigation and report, upon wdiich formal 
enquiry may be instituted. 

It is, in the opinion of the Governor-General, of much importance 
that no delay whatever should take place, or appear to take place, in the 
redemption of the jdedge given by tlie Govenimeut in the notification of 
the 4th idlimo, w4iicli aeeompaiiied the despatch annoiineiug the sur¬ 
render of GIllUtlKK'. 

t>. 'J'he Governor-General has addressed a private lettej to Mr. Came¬ 
ron recpiesting him to undertake the duty of so analysing the documents 
relating to the disasters at Cahool. 

I have, ^c., 

T. II. M/UtDocK. 


No. 312.— The Governor-General of fndia to the Seeret 

Committee. '• 

Allahabad, June 8, No. 15, 1842. 

U0N0B.ABI.E Sirs, —The short period which has elaitsed since the date 
of my last letter to your tloinmittee, though not marked by any events of 
striking imjiortanee, bearing on our relations with Affghanistan, has still 
been productive of eonsideiable changes in the position of afiairs in that 
country, and in the jirospecl of our early withdrawal of our armies from 
thence. 

2. I must refer jmiir Committee to the various inclosures which ac¬ 
company tills letter, which is a mere abstract of their contents, and de- . 
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siacneil to give yoih in a small eoinjiass, siieh information of importance 
as they contain. 

3. In the thirty-first paragraph of my letter of the 17th ult. to your 
Committee, I alluded to certain propo.sals which had been nnule by Ma¬ 
homed Akbar Khan, to Major-General l*olIock. Of tim nature of these 
])vopo.sal.s, and the luauner in which (hey liad been received by the Major- 
General, I was then miiiiformed, for the desjiatehes in which they were 
I’C'ported had been fiirwarded by mistake to Calcutta, and were not 
returned from thencai till aftc'r the de.spateii of tlie last month's mail. 

4. From tliesc doeunionts. and llie further negotiation whieh lias 
been carried on by Major-General Polloek for the reh'asi' of the ISritish 
prisoners still in the jiower of M.diomed Akhar. it will be seen that the 
terms of Mahomed Akbar’s first proposal were, first, tliat we siiould with¬ 
draw the greater part of oiir army, and have an agent with a small body 
of troops, to act witli some one elmsen by the two contending parties at 
Cabool, and that we shouhl release Dost J.Iahonied Klian. Secondly, 
that if we determined to snhjugale Atighaiiistaii, the issue of that must 
depend on the fortune of war ; hut iu the meantime the llritish ])rIsoners 
in Afiglianistan to he exeliaaged for Dost iMalioined Khan, hi.s I'amily, 
and attendants ; and in the event of neither of those propo.sals being 
agreed to, the Sirdar 31ahoined Akbar de.sired to he infonned what Tcrtiis 
would be granted to liiia and the other insurgent chiefs on their submis¬ 
sion. 

o. The only point to wlih.'h Major-General Pollock referred iu his 
reply to these projiosals was that relating to tlie relea.se of the Ih'iti.di 
prisoners, and, for this, he olfered to p.iy the sum of two lacs of niiiees. 

(). From the reply, whieh 1 liireeted to be made to the Major-Gene¬ 
ral, you will perceive that 1 could nut apjirovi' of the orl'er whieh had 
been made to r.aiisom tlie British prisoma-.s, hut such oH'er having been 
made before the Major-Gener.il received (he Secretary’s letter of April 
2.5, I could not refuse to .s'aiution it, if any negotiation should lane 
been brought to efleet njion tli.al basis. I regretted that any neeessily 
should have arisen of diplomatic corn .spomh iiee with Mahomed Akhar. 

7. Your honorable ('otniniflee will jiereeive lliat, snbsetpient to tlie 
opening of this nlj^otiatfon, the atlairs of Caliool, where Fiitteli Jniig, 
a son of the late Siaih Shooja, had been raided to the throne by a party 
headed by Anieen Oollah, who is considered a (diief not inimical to the 
British, and was opjiosed by another parly Iieadeil by tiic cliiefs of 
liarukzyes, fell into siteli a sftite of disorder, that Malionied Akhar was 
invited, or liiniself resolved to repiiir to (he capital, where he was by (be 
la.st aeeoimts employed in strengthening lii.s party, and Itiyiiig liis'plaiis 
to bring the priiiet* Futteh .lung under Iiis own control, arid to pos.sess 
liimselt of the Bala IJissar, and all the wealth and jiroperty .of the late 
Sliali. 

8. This altered state of his own pro.speets, led the .8irdar to send to 
Major-General Pollock a second series of propo.sal.s, couched in a far 
higher tone than the first. No otlicial report on the subject, nor the, 
reply of the Major-General to the last proposal.s, have yet reached me 
oftiuially, but tliey ajipear to be, for the most i»rt, ipiite inadmissible. 

9. It appear.s, from the accounts that I have received from Cabool, 
that, although the Barukzye jiarty succeeded in caiituring some of the 
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small furts in tlie neighbourhood of the Bala IIissar,»from which the 
garrison drew their i)rt)visioiis, their attempts on the fiftress itself proved 
abortive, and thej' were therefore induced to enter into terms with the 
prince, through Ainoen Oollah, the ostensible object being to unite all 
Mussulmans against the British power ; but the real object of Mahomed 
Akbar and the B;iriikz 3 ’es being to ol)t.ain, eventually, ]):)ssession of the 
Bala IJissar, and the guns and munitions of war, and the treasure 
contained thu'rein. 

10. Meanwhile, Major-General Pollock’s force, amounting tn upwards 
of about 12,000 men, -has remained slatioiiary at Jelhdabad. It has i)een 
ju'cvented from (ulher moving forward, or of retiring, according to my 
wish, to a more secure jiositiou on this side of the Kliyber Pass, 
from a <k’ficiency of carriage-cattle, which has arisen from some faulty 
arrangements in the Gonmiissariat lOejjartmeut^ in arranging with the 
owners of eamels, hirt'd to aecomp-iiiy the diderent brigades of Major- 
General Pollock’s army, that the^’ should l)o d I-'.charged on reaching Jclla- 
labad. I liopc that greater (dhcieiicy will now be introduced into this 
depart meat, and tliat a suflicieucy ol'earriage-cattle will soon bo pushed 
oil to .lellalabad. Tin; season is now, however, too far advanced to make 
it probable that Major-General Pollock, will bo able to eommeiice a 
retrograde luovomcnt for some moiitlis, and my intruetions to him have 
jirovided for the m.uiner of emjiloyiiig his army if he should bo thus 
detained beyond the Kliyber I’ass. AecorJing to the latest aceount.s 
from Jellahibad, the troojis there remained liealtliy and supplies of pro¬ 
visions were coming in abundantly. 

J 1. Your Iionoralilc-Goiiiiiiittee's afteiitioii will Ik; particularly drawn 
to liie interesting report, iiy Major-General Sir 11. Sale, of the siege of 
Ji'llalabad ; and 1 need not jiress upon your notice the services of those 
• flicers who are named and recoiniiiendeil to distiinUion by the Major- 
General. The able .services of Captain 3Iaegrogor, tlie Political Officer, 
at .lellalabad, haw been s|)ecially aeknowle.lged by me on flie occasion of 
my abolisliing the. office of Political Agent at that place, as iio longer 
ncees.sary. 

12. —Your hoiionrable Committee will peruse with deep interest the 
oliservalioiis of the late Major-General KI)iliin?stone, .Major Pottinger, 
Captains Maegregor, Mackenzie, Connily, and Molmn L'll Lalloa, native 
of Iliiidooslan, fiirnuTly in the service of Sir W. Maciiaghten and Sir A. 
Ihuiics, on tiic causes of the late insurrection in Cabool. Tliese papers 
1 have eiinsed to be printed at a press which has been attached to the 
ollice.of (he polilii^d secretary of the Government of India, in attendance 
on me. They will be commniiicated to Air. Cameron, to assist him 
in (ho <>mpnry on wliich he is employed ; and 1 shall sei^ six copies along 
with tills dcs)iateh for the use of your lionoiiralilc Omimitteo. Tiie 
Political Secrotiiry has attached a note to these papers to guard against 
an impression, wliich the perusal of them might othoiuvisc create, of the 
measures -whicli arc said (o have caused the iiisniTection having bean 
.sjiccilieally sanctioned and enjoined by (he Govemment of India. 

13. On the side of Candahar, tiie iulcrruiition of eoinmunication by 
the Kojuek Pass has deprived me of the information, which ! might 
ollierwisc have possessed, of the position of (he army under Major- 
Uciieral Nolf, aiid.of (tie jilaiis of (hat officer. 
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14. The following items of intelligence are derived from private 
commimications received by Major Outram, and sent, for my information, 
in an unofficial shape. 

15. After the repulse of Major-General England's brigade in the 
Pisheen country, near llyknlzyc;, tliat officer retreated to Quettah, and 
conimt'nced fortifying the lines and town of that name. To this measurt^ 
Major-General Nott objected, as calculated to produce an unfavourable 
impression ; and directed Major-General England again to advance on 
the Kojuek Pass, where he would be assisted against all 0 ])]) 0 sititai to his 
passage, with his convo}' of treasure, unnniniitiou, medicines, Skc. &(!., by 
ti strong force, principally of Infantry, that was to be detached from 
Candahar, to meet him. Major-General England accordingly nian-hed 
from Quettah on tlie 2{)lli of A])ril, and although the enemy offered 
opposition near the same ground where they liad before sncccetlcd in 
checking his advance, thef opposition was easily o\ ercoiue, and the Major- 
General {Kjrformcd his mai’ch to Candahar with little further interruption. 

IG. Major-General Nott, since the arrival of tliis reinforcement, had 
resolved on the dispersion of tlie small parties of insurgents who remained 
attached to Prince Sufdur Jung, and a detaclnncnt had been scut out for 
the pur[)ose, under the coinmau^d of Lieutenant-Colonel Stacy. 

17. The Prince Tinioor Shall, eldest son of Shah Shooja. remains at 
Caudaliar, detcrniincd, ajiparcutly, not to make any cH'ort for the asser¬ 
tion of his own rights of succession, or to undertake any o|HTalion on his 
own account without the full sanction and consent of the llritish 
Government. 

18. Major-General Nott complains of the difficulty of procuring 
camels for the carriage of his army. 

19. Everything remained (jnici in the Ghilzio country, and the garri¬ 
son of Kclat-i-Ghilzic was unmolesteil. The .same observation api'lies to 
the country near the llelnumd and the frontiers of Giriskh. 

20. No effort had been made by the authorities at Herat, or the Can- 
dahar refugees, to add to our embari-a.ssments at Candahar, from the 
pre> alcnc(‘of the insurrection in that neighbourhood, and the interrniition 
of the communication between those provinces and Shawl and Sinde. 

21. Tlie councils of the young Chief, at Ivelat, have remained pacific 
and friendly to the British Government, and under the jnilicious arrange¬ 
ments of Major Outram, the tribes of Cntehee, and those bordering on 
the Bolaii Pass, have .shown no symptoms of liostility. 

25. The most frienilly iiitere.oursc continues to be maintaim d by Mr. 
Clerk, my agent on the nortli-wcst frontier, and the Court of Lahore. 
The Maha Baja has himself proceeded to the westward, to give the weight 
of his own presence and influeuc*!, for tlie jairpose of restoring order and 
discipline in his iriny. Discussions have taken place between 'the Sikh 
commanders, at Pesiiawur, and tin* British authorities, as to the positions 
to l)e occupied by the divisions of tlieir force wiiicli may pass the Khyber. 

26. The Maha Kaja, Sliere Sing, appears to entertain a desire to be 
put in po.ssession of the fort and district of Jellalabad, on the British 
army finally evacuating that country ; and this rather with a view to the 
renown attending sneli an accession to his territories than from any well- 
considered views of "the conse(jucrico.s of such an extension of his 
dominions. 
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27. Mr. Clerk has been authorised and instructed explain generally 
to the Malm R)»ja the line of policy which it appears to me expedient for 
the future to adopt towards Affghaiiistan. lie will inform his Highness 
that since the death of Shah Shooja, and the present anarchy prevailing 
at Cabool, the tripartite treaty must be regarded as extinct ; but that I 
shall be prepared to enter into a new engagement with the Sikh state, the 
principal condition of wlii(!h is that tlie Sikh Government will not 
acknowledge any ruler of Affghaiiistan without the previous recognition 
of the British Government. 

27. Mr. Clerk is about to return to Lahore, where I have considered 

his presence to be highly desirable, while measures are in eontempl.ation 
for the transfer of territory beyond the Khyber Pass to the Sikh Govern¬ 
ment, and while preparations are making for the eventual march of tlie 
large, army under General Pollock’s command,^rough the Malta Rajah’s 
territory. ^ 

28. Rajah Goolaub Sing, on leaving P(;shawur, jiroceedial in the 
direction of Cashmere, to collect his forces and organize lys plans for tlie 
defence of Ladakli, against the tlirealened invasion of the Tibetan army 
from Lassa, by which Zarawur Singh was oveqwwered. 

29. The ex .4ineer Dost Mahomed Khan has been removed from 
Saharurnpore to Mussorie, for the advantage of tlie climate of the 
latter station. He has been suffering from feviT, but is reported con¬ 
valescent. 

30. 1 have aniioituc<>d the intention of Government to form a large 
army of reserve in tlie Sirhind territory, sifter the rains. 

31. The iuclosure to the document noted in the margin,* is a report froin 
Major-General Sir R. Sale, K.C.B., detailing the jirogress of events dur¬ 
ing the long and perilous siege, sustained by the force umler his command, 
at Jellalabad. Major-Geiu'ral Pollock brings to the notice of Government 
the gallantry evinced by Major-General Sir R. Sale, and bis small force, 
during tlie above eveiitful period ; and several officers, both in the service 
of Her Majesty and the honourable Company, who have distinguished 
themselves, are recommended for honorary distinctions, or brevet rank, or 
both. A list of these officers W'ill be foumi in the rejwrt of Sir R. Sale, 
adverted to above. The officers of all ranks, and soldiers of all .4rms, 
European and Native, iirc likewise represented as generally and indivi¬ 
dually deserving of reward iind encoiirageineut. Major-General Pollock 
states that he has had an opportunity of inspecting the works thrown up 
for their protection, by the indefatigable exertions of Sir R. Sale’s force ; 
and that his surprise at their strength and extent was only equalled by 
his admiration of the excellent arrangement which must have pervaded 
all departments : since, ai’ter a siege of ujiwards of ffve months’ duration, 
he found the garrison in excellent health and spirits, and in admirable 
state of discipline, with a good supply of ammunition, ready and anxious 
to take the field, and most willing to advance on Cabool. 

32. In the letter from Molniii Lai, the intelligent mooiisbee of the 
late Sir A. Biirnes, which forms one of the inclosures of the ■ letter from 
Major-General Pollock, of the date noted in the margin,f your honoura- 
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ble Comiiiittoo wiK be j)ut in possession of the manner in which the King 
Shah Shoqjah ool Moolk, was, on tlie 5th April, .treacherously murdered 
by a son oi' Nawab Mahomed Zeman Khan. It would appear that Frinee 
Fiitteh Jung was placed on (lie llirone of his deceased father on the 6th 
April, and that, at the same time, Nawab Mahomed Zeman Khan also 
declared himself to be king. JBoth parties collected adlicrcuts, but that 
of the Prince Was the most nuimTous and formidable, owing to his having 
come ill possession of the w'alth (said to be twmity lacs, besides a consi¬ 
derable quantity of jewellery) which had been hoarded up by tlie late 
Shah. Various are the coiiilicts between these two factious which are 
stated to liave taken- place at C'abool,- with varied .success on both sides. 
Newab Zeman Khan, after having beaten Naib Atiiccii Oollah and tin; 
Poimlzies, had ottered the crown to IMahomed Akbar Khan, he himself 
being content to be Vizi^(|b‘ ami again Mahomed Akbar Khan had made 
the same proposal to Prince Futteh Jung, ottering to be Vizier under him, 
which proposition is said to have been acceded to by the Princ<% under 
an apprehonsioM that othenvise the Bala IHssar -would be delivered up 1)y 
Ameeu Oollah to Mahomed Akbar, and being at the time deserted by his 
partizans, a few Arabs and about 1.500 Indians being all that were left 
in the Bala Ilissar. Prince Fultch Jung finding Ins position insecure, 
frequently urged on the British autliorlties at JellaUibad to advance wdtli 
their troops on (lahool ; hut, though willing to do so, Major-General 
Polloek has not found it practicable to move forward, for reasons which 
will be noticed in a sui)sequcnt paragraph. The Major-General, liow'ever, 
seemed to doubt the sincerity of Prince. Futteh Jung, as the negotiations 
wliicli were on foot at Cabool were said to be for the i)urjiose of 
gaining time—wliother they would ultimately unite all parties, remained 
to be seen. He observed that the compattt. between Mahomed Akbar and 
the Prince was a very umiaf iiral one, and was entered into by tlie Prince 
solely on account of liis weakness. The cossids who brought the above 
intelligence reported that when all ])arties were agreed, Mahomed .\kbar 
would march a force against Jcllalabad. This resolve appeared to form 
an article in every overture tna(ie by Mahomed Akbar ; but tlie Major- 
General was of opinion tliat lie would hardly venture to try again his 
strength with tiie British troops, after tlie signal defeat he sustained on 
the 7th April, from the. troofis under Sir B. Sale, which had caused gi'cat 
cousternatioii among the rebels in Cabool, jiarticiilarly the Biirukzies. 
The utmost confusion and disunion was, from all accounts, prevailing at 
Cabool. 

33. The corrospoiidenee specified in the margin* relates to the case of 
the officers who were serving with tlie force under Major-General Pollock, 
and had been formerly in tlie service of the late Siiah Soojah. The 
Major-General wished to be infoniied as to what was tiie intention of 
Government in regard to them. He was informed aecordingly that the 
several crops in tlie service of the late Shah Soojali could not be held to 
have survived that So^'e^eigll, and that from tlie day of his death all the 
officers ill question must be considered to iinve been jilacod at his dis¬ 
posal, and could only reccivi* from that day the pay and allowances which 
they would have received if serving in .\ffghanistan with the corps to 
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which they severally beloiig In the service of the company. As respects 
the Native coinniissioncd and iioii-conmiissioned oflicers and privates of 
the several corps late in tlie Shah’s service, their service was in the same 
manner considered to have ceased from the day of the Shah’s demise ; 
bat the Major-General was authorised to issue to them the pay and allow¬ 
ances to whicli they would have been swcrally entitled in tlie Shah’s 
service from that day, as a te.mporary arrangement. Tlie Major-(Jeueral 
was likewise apprised of my dc.sire to frame +iomc satisfactory arrauge- 
roent, I)y which the service of tliese men may .be continued, should they 
desire it. 

3-t. In regard to the advance on Ciubool, Major-General Pollock 
and his gallant forces were ready and willing to inarch anywhere, 
but a want of carriage, cattle and forage, have compelled him to 
remain stationary at Jellalabad. Tliis diflicvjlty is aseribuble to the 
niismanugement in hiring camels only to Jellalabad, and in neg- 
leetiug to make other arrangements, wliiidi might Iiave prevented 
the embarrassment which ensued from their being engaged to go only 
to Jellalabad, and be discharged, there. In consequence of this, 
and with a view to prevent a recurrence of similar inconvenience, 
his Excellency the Comiuaudcr-in-Chicf was addressed on the 1st instant, 
suggesting to his Excellency the expediemy of entrusting to some one 
oiiic(;r (out of (he usual rout ine) tiio sole duty, and thus imposing upon 
him the Si)lu responsibility of inakijig such purchases and hiring of camels 
and other animals as may b(! reijuired for tlio eH'ectual e((nipmeut of 
aMajor-Gcncral Pollock’s i'orecs ; of placing all the ofiicers now employed 
for such pur])osos, whether laditical or military, in communie.ation with, 
and (for sueh purpose) in su’oordination to, sucli cliief officer ; and of 
directing such chief officer to furnish to his Excellency, to me, and to 
3Iajor-Gencral I’ollock, weekly rctui'iis of his proceedings. The name of 
Major-General Eattine, comniariding at Ferozepore, having been brought 
to my notice as a valuable and energetic officer, I hinted to his 
F.xcolloncy tliat, in the event of his noininating cither that officer, or tlie 
t)uartcrinaster General of the Army, I would be prepared to invest the 
officer selected with the reijuisite authority. 

.'}o. In the iuclosui'e of the letter from Major-General Pollock, dated 
I2th May, will ho found a t;opy of the instructions issued to that officer 
by his Excellency the Cotmnauder-in-Chief, nnder date the 29tU April 
last, as to the modi; in wich the retreat of the troops from Jellalabad to 
Peshawur was to be carried into effect, under my orders of the 19tli 
April. On the 20th May, the Major-General, in reply to the letter 
addressed to him on the 4th, again ropcsonted the difficulty under which 
he laboured in procuring camels at Jdlalabad ; and, under the circum¬ 
stances stated, requested that he migm be jiermitti.'d to defer his re¬ 
trograde movement until the month of October or November next. 
But you will perceive elsewhere* that circuinstaucos, connected with the 
disorganization of the Sikh troops in the rear of our army in Affghaiiis- 
fan, make me more earnestly desire the speedy return of that army to the 
Sutlej ; and that, hi order to enable Major-General Pollock to meet any 
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difficulties in proAiring carriage and supplies, treasure to the amount of 
ten lacs has been directed to be sent to Jellalabad. 

36. A syce, who had been in the service of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer at Ghuznee, had reached Jellalabad, and made the following 
statement regarding the destruction of the greater part of the force, 
which had been stationed In that fortress. 'Nine gentlemen* were 
prisoners in the citadel, and about 100 sepoys were kept in the neigh¬ 
bouring villages. The sepoys were induced to give up their arms, on 
Shumsoodeen swearing on the Koran that he would give them a sate escort 
to Hindoostan ; after which the Ghazecs commenced plundering them, 
when the sepoys fled and were either made prisoners or murdered. 
Lieutenant Lumsdcn and his wife were both killed on this occasion. 

37. Captain Colin Mackenzie, one of the captives with Mahomed 
Akbar Khan, yh® sent by that chief to Jellalabad, and was the bearer of a 
letter from Major Pottinger. The following is the purport of the message 
sent by Mahomed Akbar. In the first place, he wished to know whether 
the British authorities will consent to withdraw the greater portion of our 
troops, and leave an agent, with a small body of men, to act with who¬ 
ever the confederates may elect as chief (in which choice they proposed 
to be guided by the wishes of the two factions in Cabool), and he wished 
us to release his father, Dost Mahomed Khan. , Secondly, he proposed 
tlmt if the British Government has determined on subjecting the country 
and contirihiftg the war, the prisoners iu Aftghanistan be exchanged for 
Dost Mahomed Khan, his family and attendants, and tliat the issue be 
dependent on the sword. Lastly, that in the event of neither of these 
propositions being approved of, he wished to know what terms would he 
granted to himself and the Ghilzie chiefs individuallj' ? whether we, in 
the event of their submission, will confine them, reduce their pay, or, in 
short, what is it that they have to ex{)ect from our clemency ? The 
Major-General, iu his reply, deemed it proper to confine himself to the 
release of the prisoners, and the terms on which that desirable object 
may be effected. Those terms were, that kindness and good treatment 
of the prisoners would meet with due consideration at the hands of the 
British Government, and the release of them much more so ; and that 
their release would also greatly facilitate further communications between 
the two authorities : that, if money be a consideration, the Major-General 
was prepared to pay into the hands of any one deputed by the Sirdar, the 
sum of two lacs of rupees, whenever the prisoners should be delivered to 
him. That the security for the payment of the money would be given in 
the way the Sirdar may point out, the accommodation being mutual : 
that Mahomed Shah Khan, Dost Mahomed Khan, and Khajah Mahomed 
Khan (his brothers) would enjo]| the advantages arising from their 
hereditary possessions: and that the other points contained in the 
Sirdar’s communication, must remain for future consideration. 

38. In acknowledging this letter from the Major-General, it was 
observed that to the first of Mahomed Akbar’s propositions, it was ineon- 
sistent with honour and safety to accede. 


* Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, Political Agent, Captain Alston, Lieutenant Harris, 
Lieutenant Pratt, Lieutenant Barnes (blind from wounds,) Ensifn Williams Ensign 
Nicholson, Doctor (name not known), Lieutenant Crawford, Bombay Cavalry. 
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TJie Major-General was furtliCT informed, that under f)aragraph 13 of 
the instnietiojis issued to him on 24th February last, he was authorised to 
speak of “the release of Dost Mahomed Khan, as an event which, under 
various contingencies of circmiustances, mighf not be altogether impos¬ 
sible,” and the death of Shah Soojah having evidently removed one obstacle 
to the release of Dost Mahomed Klinn, 1 cx))ressed niy regret that the. 
Major-General did not speak of that event, at least in the cautious terms he 
was autliorised to employ. The third .proposition was clearly one to which 
no reply could be made. I further oljservtid, that the instructions of 
the 2.)th April will have placed him at liberty to negotiate for a general 
exc.hang(! of prisoners, not excluding Dosl, Mahomed Khan, and expressed 
iny hope that he may have been enabled to conclude an arrangement 
upon that basis. The Major-General was informed that should he liave 
jiledged himself to the payment of any money for the release of any 
individual prisoner, under my previous instructions of the 24th February,’ 
J would sanclion tin; same ; but that after the nfeeijd by him of my orders 
of (he 25th April, he should adhere to the instructions they conveyed. 

1 also statwl, that 1 regreittM the JMajor-General should have considered 
it to be necessary to have any diplomatic communication with Mahomed 
Akbitr Khan, in whom it was impossible to ])lace any trust. 

.39. Captain Mackenzje was .sent a st'cond time to Jellalabad, with 
vt^ry extraviigant ]iroj)o.s;ds iroin IMaliomed Akbar Khan, wiiieh will be 
I'oimd detailed in a lettttr from Major Pottingtw, forming inclosure of a 
(U'ini-otticial ctnnmunieation from Miijor-Geuttral Pollock, dated the 8th 
May. Major Pottinger stated that Mahomed Akbar Klian felt disap¬ 
pointed with the ofi'er made to him regarding the release of the yrrisouers 
—especially as not receiving any reply to his own overture: and advo¬ 
cated, strongly the expediency, under existing circumstances, of concili¬ 
ating, and thereby causing the seyiaration from the Mahomedau cause, of 
one of its most powerful braiielu'.s, the Ghilzios. 

40. I regret to amioiinec to your honourable Committee the deatli, 
on the 23rd April, of Major-General Elphinstone, s.aid to have beeu 
hastened liy the fatigue and privations endured by liiin in his eayitivity: 
Tin? body of the deceased Geiiend was sent to, and interred at Jellalabad. 
4'wo letters which had be<>n W'ritteii by General Eljdiiustone, the one 
dated at Cahool, 8tli December, 1841, and the other at Buddeabad, 23rd 
Pehriiary, 1842, (copies of whi(4i aeeompauy this dispatch), were for- 
wariled to me in a letter from Major-Generai Pollock, dated 27th April 
last. From the first of these, addressed to the Envoy and Minister, it 
will i)e perceived that Major-General Elphinstone had strongly advised 
a retreat irom Cidiool under the critical position of aliairs consequent 
on the oiitbreak at that capital. 

41. lu the same dispatch from Major-Genend Pollock will be found 
certain questions ])ut by him to Cajdaiu Mackenzie, on the occasion of 
tiuit officer’s embassy to Jellalabad, together wbb replies to them, regard¬ 
ing the late disasters at Cahool. It will be observed in Captain Mac¬ 
kenzie’s reply fo the fourth question, th.it lie denied the report, that at 
the interview between Sir W. Macnaghteu and Mahomed Akbar, the late 
Captain Trevor had fired at tlic Sirdar : and he Confirmed what had 
become somewhat doubtful, that the late Envoy met his death by the 
bauds of Mahomed Akbar himself. 
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■42. In a let&T from Mooiishoc' I^lohun Lai, dated Cahool, 9th May 
(iiadosed in a dispatch faoni Jlajor-Gerieral Pollock, <latcd l^th Maj', 
No. 47), yonr lionourable Committee will observe that, notwithstanding the 
vigilance observed in strictly guarding Dost JIahonied Khan within our 
provinces, it is alleged that he iiad found means to comnninicate with his 
son Mahomed Akhar. Captain Nicolson htis been informed of this 
circumstance, and desired tliat in case he shall be enabled to intercept 
any letters to or from Dost Mahomed Khan, he will transmit them for 
my information, and furnish cojues of them to my agent on the north¬ 
western li-ontier. 

415. I have dc'cmed it necessary to relieve Caj)tain Mnegregor from his 
political dnti(‘s at Jellulabiid, and have jilaced his services at the disj)o.sal 
of Major-General Pollock. In communicating this resolution to Captain 
Maegregor, 1 took iii(> opportunity of ac'cording to him my approbation 
of the able and zealous uianncr in which he had discharged his duties as 
Assistant Political Agent. itlajor-Gencral Pollock was, at the same 
time, informed that in tlie ('vent of his having occasion for the servi(*.es 
of any officer in the lu'gotiation of any arrangement for the exchange of 
prisoners, or other duties, his secretary, Sir R. Shakespear, might be so 
em(iloyed. 

44. Witli n view to k(a‘p myself regularly iiifornnal of the state of 
the army serving in Atiglianistan, its means of snjiply, movements, &c., 
Major-Chmeral i'olloek was. on the 29th ultimo, reijuested to submit 
periodical staUMiiciits. furnisliing tlie information r(‘<]uired, together with 
a re])ort of the actual p((Sitiou of the several jiarties in I'pper 
Atlghanistan. 

4o. The (locuineiits noted in the margin* forwarch-d in a (hmii-offieial 
communication from Major Out ram, is a rc[)ort from Major-General Nott, 
commanding tit Cniidahar, of his having dispi'rsed a rt'hcl force of 12,()(K> 
men, of which one-half were wcll-raonntcd cttvalry, under the command of 
Prince Sufdar Jung, and otlnw Aflgban Chiefs, to which allusion was made 
in my last month’s disjiatch. 'i'be eiiciny hiiving approached close to 
Candahar, Major-General Noli, in:ul(! (he ncccsstiry arrangemeids for (he 
safety of the city, and. h'tiving a gm-rison oi'about 2,000 men in it, moved 
with the remainder of his force against the enemy, who retired as he 
advanced. They W('re driven iir.st across the 'rnrunk, tirid then across the 
Argundab. They would not tdlow the infantry to come in contact with 
them. On the 9th of 3Tarch, the General got near ctiongh to open his 
guns ujion the enemy with gretit etfeet, when they were soon broken, and 
lied. Tlie Major-General stal(-s that want of good (Rivalry savetd them 
from being totally destroyed, and that tht'y wen? disj)erscd iii every direc¬ 
tion. During a marclt (jftive days, opjjosed to the, ttnemy, not ti etunel wtis 
taken or a particle of baggage lost. The conduct of the artillery and 
iiiftmtry was said to lie excellent. During the Major-General’s absence, 
a strong detachment of the enemy mtide an attenijit on the city, and 
succeeded in burning one of the gtites, but tlu^y wen; reptilscd with great 
los.s. by the galltintry of the troojfs in gtirrison utider tlm command of 
Major Lane, of the 2nd Bengal Native Infantry. 

46. Major llawKn.son, Political Agent at Candahar, states, in a letter 
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dated 2nd April, lliiit Prince Siifdar imd e\pi’essed*l)itter repentance 
for what lie had done ; but that if he would again bo received into favor, 
lie will go to Ciibool, join his father (the late Shah Shooja), fight upon 
the side of the British Governinent, and after piTforniing service in our 
behalf, look to restoration of our confidence in him. Tlie Prince was 
expected to come in to (lolonel Stacy. 

47. In a despatch from the Political Agent, Siiidc and Bcloochestan, 
dated 8fh of May, that olficer forwarded I'opy of a letter addre.ssed by 
Major-General Nott to the .Secretary to the tiovernment, on the 18th of 
March last, the original of which had not reached him. 

The following is a summary of the position of Major-General Nott, as 
detailed in the ri'jiort adverted to :—The total amount of the force under 
his comiuund was stated to be 7,000 of all the arms (exclusive of sick and 
wounded), 700 of which wert^ thivalry of a very inferior descriiition. 
The extent of the walls of the city is so eonsidi'ralilty tliat he conceived 
a garrison of 3,000 men would be b.trely sutlicient for its defence, in the 
event of the troop.s being employed on distant operations in the held, thus 
leaving scarcely 4,000 trooiis, including the Cavalry, to oppose the enemy, 
an I to guard ii long train of provision and carriagc-eattlt!. Tlie Major- 
General final represents the wa.it of iiionev (troop.s and eslalilishmeiits 
at Camlaliar being four months in arrear). meilieines for the sick, and 
ammunition ; for all these he rejieatediy a]ip!ied in vain to the authorities 
in Sinde. 'I'lie want of draught and baggage eattle was also felt, 
without wliieh no movement eonid take ))lace, nor was there money to 
(mrehase any. Tin* i'lajor-tien'eral oli.sencs, that an iinuoee.ssary alarm 
had been ereateil rogardiug the position of tlie troops at Caiidahar, and 
of the strengtii and power of the enemy, and that if he had been rein¬ 
forced with a single reghiient ol' laivalrv, he is conhiient that he could 
long since have tr.iiuptillized or subdued the rebellious feeling in the 
provinces dependant on Candahar ; and that a very few additional ti’oop.s 
from Sinde, to garrison Canidahar. woidd have set him free from his pre¬ 
sent dillieult position, and have enabled him to inarch to GIm/nee and 
('aiiool ; but altliongii six inon'tlis bad elapsed since tie' outbreak at that 
city, no aid of any kind had been sent In him. 'I'iie Major-General adds, 
tl at Prince Timoor, tlie elde.st son of (he late Sliah Shoojali, appeared to 
be sincerely attaehed to (lie British Goverimient : that lie had formed no 
jiarty, and that lie pos.se.ssed no iiiilucnee in the country. 

fS. Major-Gimeral Nott rcjiorted furl her. that lie had frequent coni- 
iniuiications with tlie garrison of Kelat-i-Ghilzic, wliieh was well supplied 
with provi.siuns and water, and that he had no intention of withdrawing 
the troop.s from that post for tlu- jiresent. 

49. Jii reference to the measure indicated in the desjialch of 21st of 
April, to the address of Major-General Nott, Major Outrain* forwarded 
extracts from his demi-oflieial oominiiniealions of the 2nd and (itii of 
.liuuiiU'y last, to the Private Secretary to (ne late Governor-General, con¬ 
taining his opinion of the policy it woidd be iieoessarv to adopt with res¬ 
pect to the prineijiality <if Keiat. Major Gutram is of ojiitiion, tliat iu 
the event of our retirement from Candali.ir, ))ee.uiilarv aid slioidd be sub¬ 
stituted for military suiiport to the Khanate of lv4*lat, wliudi may be 


* Letter dated Sth May. 
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estimated at one «nd a half lao annually, and that it could be so arranged, 
in the shape of coininutatiun for tolls, and remnneratioti for jjrotection of 
merchandise througliout the Khan’s territory, as would prevent any objec¬ 
tionable appearance to such arrangement. Should it be resolved to 
abandon the Kclat territory entirely, Major Outraiu would advocate the 
assumption, by the British tiovernment, of the entire management of the 
whole of the Snkkur and Shikarpore districts on fair terms to the Ameers, 
as the means of rendering our power on the Indus iiivubierable. 

50. I deemed it proper to direct Major Outram, that witli reference 
to the relative ymsitions of himself and .Major-deiieral Nott, whenever 
his corres])ondenee embraced matters of a jmlitieal nature, be should 
communicate it through the Major-deneral. 

51. The following arc serajjs of intelligence gleaned from JSIajor Ont- 
ram’s commuuieations. 

52. Major-General England's eolumii was expected to enter C'aiidahar, 
on the lOtli of May. 

58. Colonel Stacy intended to move, on the 12th of May, with his 
brigade to Char Sliukknr, some 85 miles from Candaliar, to break uj) the 
Gazee camj), and to destroy some of their most iio^torious villages. 

54. Major-General Aott intended going with whatever force lie could 
carry supplies for, in snyijiort of iMajor-General J^llloek. 

55. Everything was stated to he quiet in tlic Gliilzie eouiitry. 

56. From the dige.st of iiitcHigeiiee furnished periodically by the 
Political Agent in Sinde and Belooeliistan, tlie folliiwing items are trans¬ 
ferred to this letter for your honourable •Committee's informaliou. 

From 2d to Htb of May. 

Major-General England lias carried the lieigltjs at Ilykiil/.ie, on the 
28th of April, the enemy scarcely attemjitiiig resistaiici', and only ten 
being wounded on our side, among wlniiu was an odleer of Cavalrv. 
Aslibunier. 

From 16tli to 22d of May. 

Toork Ali, leader of the Jekraiiees, bad interceded for bis jiardoii, and 
fer his re-employment in the service of Goveriiuieiit ; to wliieh tlic 
Political Agent had replied, that, be would be yiardoiied and allowed to 
pc-occujiy bis estates on making good tilt-jilniider lie carried away wi(li 
him, on Ids first flight to tlie hills, but that, after bis repeated and last 
glaring breacb of tmst, he could not bo re-adiiiittcd into the siavice. 

57. The Bolaii Pass eontiiiiied unobstructed, and tranquillity prevail¬ 
ed tliroiighout the whole of Sinde and Beloochistaii, the frontier of tin 
latter being no longer agitated by the endeavours of the Aflghaii rebel 
leader, Mahomed Sadeeg, to excite disturbances within the Ivelat territo¬ 
ry. All tlie chiefs of the iieiglihouriiig tribes, lately concerned with 31a- 
liomed Sadeeg, were endeavouring to make tlieir yicace with the British 
Government. 

58. Tlie correspondence noted in the margin, relates to the removal 
of Lieutenant Ilammersley, from his yiolitical duties in Shawl. In the 
letter from the political agent will be foiiml detailed cLrcnmstauees. 
wliicli he hoped wunild induce mo to susjieiid tlie measure, until an 
enquiry had been instituted as to the extent of the IJykulzie defences, 
and the jirobuble time tluit may have been occupied in tlieir constr'ucliou, 
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To this m‘oinnK‘ii(liition of the PoJiticnl A{>'(uit 1 did Jiot tliiiik it i)ro|)fT 
to acquiesce, but as tile corps (41st Native Iiifaiitrv ) to wliicii Lieute¬ 
nant Haniniersley belongs, is at Gorruckpore, 1 autliorised Major-tJeueral 
Nott to employ that officer in such military duties as he may think fit, 
pending the receii)t of orders from his Excellency tlie Connnander-iu- 
Chief; and directed that, during his emjdoymeut in such duties. Lieute¬ 
nant Ilammersley will be authorised to draw the same allowances as any 
other officer of his rank, serving with his regiment, above or below the 
passes, as the case may be, and no more. 

(13. In his letter of the 16th May, Mr, Clerk, agent on the north¬ 
west frontier, rejjorted that he was using every exertion to apjdy the 
means of the Sikh Government, in mtai ami money, to maintain the piis- 
siige of the Khyber Pass ; and expressed his opinion that it should rest 
with Major-General Polh'ck to discriminate what imrtions of that duty 
shotdd be assigned to the Sikhs, what to tiie Political Agent under him 
for negotiation, and what to the troops newiy entertained by him ; and 
he suggested that the i\lajor-General should be authorised to direct as 
many more men, such as those under Captain Thomas (Jezzailehees) 
as he thinks pro))er to b<* raiscsl. In rc))ly, 1 directed Mr. Cderk to be 
referred to the orders of the loth March last, addressed to the (Jomman- 
der-in-Chi('f, in which his Exix-lleuey was informed tliat tlm Government 
could not sanction of an advanced jiosition beyond the Khyber Pass by 
Major-G<!neral Polha^k, uidess he were satisfied that ho could, without 
depending upon tlm forbearance of the tribes near the Pass, and without 
tlepending upon tin* ability of the Sikh chiefs to restrain their trooj)s, feel 
assured that h(‘ could by his (wn strcngtli overaw(‘, or overcome, all who 
may dispute tlie Pass, and keep iqi, at all limes, his eonnnunication witii 
Pofshawur and tlui Indus. I further observed to Mr. Clerk, that the 
I'ceent insubordination of the Sikli troops had, in one inqtortant i)oiut, 
shown the correetness of the o})iuion expressed in the orders quoted, and 
liad increased my desire to see the troops utidcr Major-General Pollock 
again in possession of easy and certain eommunication with India ; an 
object which I had no doubt but tlie Major-General would endeavour to 
effect at the earliest jiossible period. Mr. (.'ierk was also informed that 
Major-General Pollock was already emjiowered to add to the irregular force 
under his command. 

64. With reference to my instructions of the 24th and 17th of April 
last, Mr. Clerk stated, in a letter dated the IHth of May la.st, that the 
Lahore Government had evinced considerable desire to receive possession 
from the liritish Government of either .Jellalabad, (a-Cabool, or both ; 
but that bel’ore engaging definitively to hold .letlalabad, (he Durbar was 
anxious to ascertain the views of the Jlritish Government for the final 
adjustment of the entire Afighan question. Mr. Clerk added that'at 
present, the thought most occupying the Malta Kajah, was the position of 
the Sindhanwala Chiefs. There is nothing which his llighne.ss Would at 
jireseiit feel so great an obligation, as the. restraining those Chiefs from 
creating commotion in hi.s army and their rtmewing their allegiance on 
lierfectly submissive terms to the throne. The next present object to the 
Maha Rajah, was to ascertain what may be th# plans of the British 
Government regarding Atlghanistan for the future*, w'ith a view to acquire 
the renown of some possessions there, but in particular, to give employ- 



ment and divursidh to portions of' Ids largo iirniy. The first jireseut 
objeet (continued Mr. Clerk) of the minister’s anxiety, was the critical 
position of his doiriinion in Ladakh ; and in so far as tliis places Cash¬ 
mere in jeoj)ardy, the Malia Rajali was also dissatisfied with the reports 
that wore received <)f tin; hostile intentions of the Chinese authorities 
and tlie rebellion of the Ladakhees instigated by them. 

Mr. Clerk added, that before leaving the Court at Ltdiore, ])r(;p,ar.ations 
were making by the Malm Rajah for an e\j)laiialion of my entire views 
in regard to Afighanistan, and by the Rajah (Minister) for an opinion of 
the point to which the Ilriiish Coveriiment would tolerate Chinese 
incursions before co-operating with the .Sikh Coverninent to drive them 
back. Mr. Clerk was iiifonncJ in rcj)ly, that tiie letter addres.sed to him 
on the 16th of May will have placed hint ir. ])ossession of my views upon 
the suhject of the final adjnstinent of the Afighanistan (jucstion ; and 
that he was thereby instructed to bring tlie Lahore tlovernmeiit to enter¬ 
tain similar view.s, namely, that the future oljeet and tiie ]a)liey of the 
two Covernments siioultl he, to maintain Afighanistan in that state in 
which it may be unable to do anytliing against us, a\id that the visionary 
design should be foregone of plaejng it in a state iu wliieli it should 
possess power, and he content to us(i it against invaders from the West, 
without entertaining any designs of unibitioii against its neighhours in 
the East. 

6~). On the Kith of May IMr. Clerk ti-ansmitted an amniiit of iiets of 
instibordinatioii which had taken phiee amongst the iSikh tmojis at 
Peshawur stdjsetpieut to tlie dejiarture of Raja Colab !Sing, and stated 
that the cause of so large an army being kept at IVshawnr was to be 
found in the irregular longings so oi'ten manifested liy tli(‘ llritisii 
authorities to obtain possession of tliat jirovinee. in reply, 1 observed to 
Mr. Clerk tliat the account forwarded by liitti had given me miieli 
disipiietude ; and that 1 liave always viewed with mneli uneasiness tlu' 
presence of a Sikh foi-ee so unnecessarily large at I’eslmwur, and that 1 
wotdd be glad to see it diininished. 1 also expressed my siir]irise at the 
ettnsr, stated by Mr. lilmk, of tlie Sikh army being so mimeroits at 
Peshawur, and aiitliorised liim expressly to give to the Maim Rajali riiy 
assurances that niy Govenimeiit entertained no wish to possess, or occupy 
any portion of His Highness’s dominions, and was only desirous that His 
Highness should lotig retain tliem all in lionour and prosjierity. 

66. Ill a snbseiineiit letter, dated the 21st of May, iMr. Clerk reported 
that tlie Lahore Coveriiment had issued orders for a disjiositioii of it.s 
forces on the Indns frontier, by which so many of its troops as were now 
assembled at I'esliawur, would not for the present remain there. In 
reply, I expressed my regret that he did not state for what place, and for 
what objects, tlie Sikli troops have been ordered to leave Peshawur. 

67. With another letter of the same date, (21st of May.) Mr. Clerk 
forwarded a co})y of one addri'ssed by him to jMajor-Ceneral Pollock on 
the 18th, iiiforniiiig liiiii, witii reference to the iiistruetious of Covern- 
ment of tiie fird of May, tliat the .Srkli Govennnent was not prepared to 
accept the ocenpatioii of Jelialahad at present, hut that should the Major- 
Ceneral be absolutelj'withdrawing from .lellalahad to India, he thought 
the vSiklis would accept the post. Mr. Clerk stated that he had not him¬ 
self ojieiied any negotiation with the Sikh Hurbar on fliis subject, tis he 





<li<l not bcliovo that, with tlio negotiations pending in l5»e Major-General’s 
front, he would withdraw, or that, if siicii causes did not detain him, ho 
(!ould now withdraw with due regard to cousiileratious relating to the 
health of his troops. 

(>8. On the receii)t of (he foregoing letter, f caused Major-General 
Pollock to h(! addr(!ssed, that I did not suppose that he could have mis-' 
understood the instructio.ns of k9th April, issued to him by the Comman- 
dcr-in-Chief, whicdi relatcal'to negotiations for tlie release of the prisoners ; 
but that if the observation in Mr. Clerk’s hftter to him of 18th May had 
bcicn sutli'red to pass in .silence, that silence might have a))pcarcd to be 
acqiiie.scenee in a wrong iuteipretation, and ho might {jossibly have been 
so niisicd into ado])tiiig it. 

89. On tlie 2;ird ultimo, tlie recpiisite iiistruetions were issued for a 
disj)ateli of 10 lacs of treasure to Maj(U‘-General Pollock, to enable him 
to meet any dillicultics in procuring carriage and supplies, in the juesent 
disorganized slate of tlie Sikh army, in bis rear ; and, in addressing the 
(’oinmander-iii-C'liief on the subjfv.t,, I reitc'raled iriy cariipst desire for 
the speedy return of Major-Gf'iieml Pollock's army to the Sutlej. 

70. In the circular order is.“ued by my iirders on the 28tli ultimo, of 
which a copy is bcreimto aimexcd, yuiir Honourable Committee will 
disserve that I deemed it c.\()cdi<!iit, luulcr existing circum.stauc.es, to 
impress upon every otficcr ('nqsloyed eitlii'r in the military or political 
.service of (Jovernmciil, the neecs.sily of preserving absolute secrecy ia 
all matters of a military or political nature wliich may otlicially come to 
bis knowledgi'. 

71. Oil tlie 29l]i ultimo, Mr. Clerk was desired to aeiiuaint the Malnt 
llajnh Avith my intention of assembling an army of reserve upon or near 
the Sutlej, at the end of the rainy season. 

1 have, Ac.., 

Ellemiorougii. 

P.,S.—T have tills day received two dispatches from Major-General 
Pollock, dated the 2.>tli ultimo, with one of wliicli was transmitted a 
report from Cabool of tiic progress of alliiirs at that place up to the 22nd 
ultimo, when tiic Iki'-nkzyc jiarty was making strenuous elforls for the 
l aptnre of the Hala ilissar. Tlic Major-Gciierars other letter represents 
the ililiicultics which would attend a retirement from Jcllalabad at the 
present season. 

1 have also this day received a disjtatch from Major Oiitram, dated the 
28th ullimp, containing iulormation from Candaliar to the lOtii ultimo, 
with au jiitiiuatiou of letters up to the loth ultimo liaviiig Im^cu received 
from tlieuce. 

A translation of a letter from Prince Tiinoor to my address h;is been 
received in the same packet. 


No. ilKl.—N otification. 

AUo.hahad, May 26, 1842. 

The Right Honourable the Govemor-Genenil of Jndia has been pleas¬ 
ed to direct the publication of the annextai copie.s of the dispatches from 
Major-General Pollock and Major-General Sir U. Sale, K.C.B. 
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No, 314.— MojUr-Gmeml Pollock to the Secrctarij to the Oocern- 

mmt of India. 


Cuiiip, Jellalalml, April 19, 1S42. 

Sill,—I liave tlio Iionor to forward a lettor from Major-General Sir Ro¬ 
bert Sale, K.C.R.. detailiiifi; tlai ])ron;ress of events during the long and 
jierilous sii'ge. sustained by tlic force under bis command. 

Tlie gallantr}'of the Biajor-(!cncr<d and bis'small force are too well 
known to Govornineiit to re<inire any coinitieiidations from me, 'but it is 
very pleasing to me to be the cbannel tlirougb wliicb their many trials 
are brought to tlie notice of the Right Honourable the Governor General 
of India in Council. 

1 have had an ojiportnnity of inspecting the works thrown up for their 
protection by the indel'atigable exertions of Sir 11. Sale’s force, and my 
surprise at their strength and extent has been only equalled by my admi¬ 
ration of the e.xcellent arrangements which must have pervaded all depart¬ 
ments, since, ^er a .siege (by greatly superior numbers) of upwards of 
live months’duration, 1 Hud the garrison in excellent he.alth and sjiirits, 
and in an admirable state of discipline, with a good siijiply of ammuni¬ 
tion, readv and anxious to take the tiehl, and most willing to advance on 
Cahool. 

I have, kv: 


Gko. Pollock. 


No. 31."5.— Major-Gciirnil Sir Rohert Sale to the Secretari/ to the 
Uovenuiii at of India. 

.TelloWniih April IG, 1842. 

.Sin,—The relief of this place haviiig been at length etfeeted by the 
victorious advance tini.ugh the pas.'-es of Khvber of the army undiu' 
jMajor-Geiicral Pollock, C.ik, 1 conceive that 1 owe it to tin? troujis who 
liav e so long formed the garrison here to address to you ii report, w'hiith 
iriay convey some notion of their conllict.s, and the severity of their duties, 
labours, and priviitious. It has before been made known to the Govern¬ 
ment, that 1 reached Gundamuck on the 3()lh of October, 1,S41, under 
iiistnn-lions I'roni the authorities at Gabool, and there received intel¬ 
ligence of the breaking out of a tcrriiic insurrection at the Afighau 
Gapital, on the 2d November. My rclracing my steps on that city was, 
in a military sense, imjiracticable, since the first iucvijtable sacrifice would 
have been of the lives of 300 sick and w'ounded, whom I could not have 
left in (lei)ot with the treasonable Irregulars at Gundamnek, whilst my 
cattle was unequal to the transport of my cainji C(pii|)age, and my ammu¬ 
nition iusuflicient for jirotracted operations. In the position which 1 
.iccupied, I could not absolutely command a day’s pmvisions or even 
water, and should have been hemmed in on every side by hostile tribes, 
amounting to 30 or 40 thousand rue.n, part of whom might have seized 
.lellalabad and reduced it to ashes, or, holding it, have left me no alter¬ 
native but a disastrous retreat towards Peshawur. I therefiire came to 
the resolution of anticipating any movement of this kind, and, by possess¬ 
ing myself of this city, cstalilishiug a point on which the force of Cabool 
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might retire, if hardly presscwl, and restoring a link iirt.he chain of com¬ 
munication witli our provinces. Two marclics brought me, after a suc¬ 
cessful contest at Fiittahabad, to Jellalabad. My bi’caking up from Giin- 
daimick was followed by the immediate defection of the irregulars there, 
tlie destruction of the cantonment, and a general rising of the tribes. I 
found the walls of .lellalabad in a state whicdi might liavo justified (hwpair 
as to the possilnlity of defending tlic.m ; the enceinte was far too exten¬ 
sive for my small force, embracing a cireumferenee of uj)wards of 2,3()() 
yards. Its tracing was vicious in llie extreme ; it liad no parapet 
excepting for a few Iiuiidre.d yards, whi(di there was not more, than two feet 
iiigli, Earth and rubbish had aeeuinulated to such an extent about tlie 
rain))arts, that tliere were roads in various dir<!ctions across and over them 
into the country. There was a space of 400 j’nrds together, on which 
lione of tlie garrison could show themselves, excepting at one spot ; the 
population within was disalfeeted, and the whole' enceinte was surrounded 
iiy mined forts, walJs, nuisipies, teinlis, and gardens, from w'hich a fire 
cunhl be oiieiied ujion tlie defenders, at tv.'ent.y or thirty yards. 

The garrison took full iiossessiou of the town, iu such a state, on the 
morning of the 12tli of JS’ovenihcr, and. in tlie course of the day, the 
jilaco, and detaeliod hills liy which on one side it is eonimanded were sur¬ 
rounded and snrnKiuiited by a force of not fewer 1 lain 5,000 iiisurgi'nts. 
A general attack, on the 1 llli of iMovt inher, ridded ns of these oru'inies, 
and a siinilar array, liroaglifagaiiist us a fortniglit afterwards, was dissi¬ 
pated, by a second sally, on the 1st of Deceinli.'r. lint we bad seized tlie 
town, having in our pessi'ssioii not ijiiite two days’jimvisions and corn 
for our men and liorses. ami beliehl the ardnons task before us of striving 
to render the works defensible, and eolleeiing siijijd.ies for onr magazine 
from the midst of a fanatical and infurialed jieop!'', with very narrow 
means, in the way of treasure, to purcliase tliem. I appointed Captain 
Droadfoot, of Shah Soojah’s Sapin rs, Garrison Engineer, and Ca])tain 
Abbott, of the Artillery, Connnissnyv of Ordnsniee. Captain Maegregor, 
Ihditieal Agent, gave me the aid of his local experience, and through his 
iidbienee and measures our Dak eomnuinication with India was restored, 
end a great (piantity of grain collected, w'lil.st the nureniitting and almost 
ineredililc labours of the troops, aided by tlie zeal and seieiiee of Cajitain 
Ih'oadfoot, put the town in an eflieient state of defence. Ca|it;uu Alihott 
made tlie artillery disjiositions in the ablest ninimer, and used every exer¬ 
tion to add to, and economize, onr resmirees in the way of gun and uius- 
quet ammunition, in both of which we wmre deticient for the purposes of 
a siege. Lead and powder wmre procured in and about Jellalabml, and .a 
quantity of cartridges discovered in an old magazine, and thus tlie troops 
eoinpleted to 200 rounds jier man. It is to be remarked, that I might, 
in the second week of Koveinber, have marched iqion Pesh IJoIak, relieved 
from investment tlie eorjis of Jezznilehees under Captain Perris, and with 
ii ojieratcd a doubtful retreat, upon Pcshawtir. Ilut I felt it to bo my 
duty to give support to tiie last numu'iit to our troops, struggling against 
their mnnerous enemies at Cabool, and maintain for them a point on which 
to retreat and rally, if tliey mot with reverse. 

On the 9th of .lauuary, I was summoned by thodcaders of the Affgh- 
an rebellion to give up tlie place, in fulfilment of a convention entered 
info by the Political and Military Antiiorities at Cabool ; lint, as 1 was 
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fully assur(Hl of tke bad faith of our enemies, I refused to do this ; 
and on the 13th received the melancholy intelligence of the disastrous 
retreat of our troops from tlie capital, and their annihilation in the 
Ghilzie defiles, by the rigours of the climate, and the basest treachery 
on the part of those in wliose promises they liad confided. Almost at tlie 
same time it became known to us that the brigade of four regiments, 
marched to ray succour from IJindoostan, had been beaten iu detail, and 
forced to fall back ujwu Peslniwur : ray position was most critical, and 
I might, wliilst our enemies were engagi'd in plundering the force from 
Cabool, have attempted, and perliaps etfeeted, though with heavy loss, a 
retreat across Khyber, but 1 resoh ed, at all hazards, on not reliiujuishing 
my grasp on the chief town of the valley of Ningrahar, and the key of 
Eastern Attghanistan, so long us I hud r(>ason to consider that oiir 
Government desired to retain it. Tlie (lisconrageinents of my garrison 
at this moment were very gr<-af, their, duties nio.st severe, liieir lahoiu's 
unceasing, and tlie most insiilious emleavcmrs inadi! by the. enemy to 
seduce the native portion of them Iroiu tlieir allegiance. But their tid<!- 
lity was unshaken, and their serenity amidst labours and ))rivalions 
unclouded. Witli reference, liowever, to the state of ffinatieal excite¬ 
ment and national antipathy which jnx'vailetl around ns, 1 liad been <;oin- 
pelled, as a measure of prudenee, to get rid, tirst of the eorjis of Ivliylu'r 
rangers, and next of the detachment of Jc'zzaile.lices, and a few of the 
Affghan sappers, and a body of lliiidoostanee gunners, who had formerly 
been in the employment of Dost Mahomed Kiian. Works had in the 
mean time been completed, of which (he annexed report.s and jilaiis of 
Captain Broadfoot contain ample details. Generally, 1 may state, they 
consisted in the destruction of an immense (juanlity of <tover for the 
enemy, extending to the demolition of forts and old walls, tilling up 
ravines, and destroying gardens and (mtting down groves, raising the 
parapets to six or seven feet high, re|iairing and widening the ramparts, 
extending the bastions, retrwiehing lliree of tlie gates, covering tlie 
fourth with an outwork, and excavating a ditch, ten feet in dejitli and 
twelve feet in width, round the whole, of the walls : tin; place was thus 
secure against the attack of any Asiatic eiioiny not provided with siege 
artillery. 

But it pleased Providence, on the llHli February, to remove in an 
instant this ground of eonfidenee. A troniendous eartlniuake shook 
down all our jiarapets built up with so iniicli labour, injured several of 
our bastions, cast to the ground all our guard-houses, demolished a tliird 
of the town, made a considerable breiicli in tlie ranijiart of a curtain in the 
Peshawar face, and reduced the CabtMil gate to a shapeless mass of ruins. 
It savours of romance, but it is a sober fact, that the city was tlirown 
into alarm, within the space of little more tliaii one month, by the repeti¬ 
tion of full one hundred shocks of this terrific plieiioiiicrion of nature. 

The troops turned witli indefatigable industry to the reparation of their 
walls, but at the moment of the great eonvulsioti. Sirdar Mahomcil Akhar 
Khan Barukzye, the assassin of the late Envoy, and treacherous destroyer 
of the Cabool force, having collected a body of troops, flushed with a 
success consummated by the vilest means, had advanced to Murkhuil, 
within seven miles of our gates. ’ lie attacked our foraging parties tVith 
a large body of horse on the 2Jst and 22iiil of February, and soon after, 
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rsliiblisliiiig liis head-quarters to the westward, two milfes from the place, 
and a secondary camp to the eastward, about one mile distant, invested 
llie town, and establislied a rigorous blockade. From that time up to the 
7th of April, tlic reduced garrison was engaged in a succession of skir¬ 
mishes with the enemy, who, greatly superior in iiorse, perpetually insulted 
our walls by. attacks and alerts, and compelled us daily to tight at disad¬ 
vantage for forage for our cattle. The most remarkable of these affairs 
were those of the cavalry under Lieutenant Mayne, commanding a detach¬ 
ment of Shah Shooja’s 2nd cavalry, and Jemadar Deena Singh, .5th Light 
Cavalry, already reported ; a sally under Colonel Donnie, C.B., to defeat 
a suspected attemi)t of the enemy to drive a mine, on the 11th of March; 
the repulse of an assault upon the transverse walls to the northward of 
the place, on the 21th of the same month, by detachments under Captain 
Uroadfoot (who was sevendy wounded), and Captain Fenwick, Her 
Majesty’s l.‘5th Light Infantry ; the caj)ture of bullocks and sheep by 
I.i(nitcuant Mayne on the 30tli tind Jlst of January ; and by the seizure 
of large Hocks of the latter, in the face of Mahomed Akbar’s army, by a 
ibree of infantry under Captain Pattisson, Her Majesty’s 13th Light 
Infantry, and of cavalry under Captain Oldfield, on the 1st instant. 
Tfitise successes were crowned by Providence by the issue of the brilliant 
and decisive attack on the camp of the Sirdar, on the 7th instant. 

I hav(! to notice, as a measure of deflnuie, iny having enrolled as a 
jirovisional battalion a large body of onr camp followers, and amted them 
with pikes and otiujr weaj)ons. On all occasions of assault and sally, 
these men were available to make a show upon our curtains, and I have 
pledged myself to them to recommend to Government that they should 
enjoy all the pecuniary advantages of the native soldiers beyond the Indus. 
1 at the same time held forth to the trof>ps of Shah Shooja’s force, the 
expectation that they would be i)ut, during the especial service, on the 
same footing with their comrades of the Bengal army. 

From the time that the Brigade threw itself into Jellalabad, the native 
troops have been tm half and tlie followers on quarter rations, and for 
many weeks they have been able to obtain little or nothing in the bazaars 
to eke out this scanty provision. 1 will not mention, as a privation, the 
F.iiropean troops from the same p(>riod having been without their allow¬ 
ance of spirits, Ix^cause 1 verily believe this circumstance and their con- 
St lilt emjiloyinent have contributed to keep them in the highest health, 
and the most reraarkiible state of discipline. Crime has been almost 
unknown amongst them, but they have felt severely, although they have 
never murmured, the diminution of their quantity of animal food and 
the total want of ghee, flour, tea, coffee and sugar; these may seem 
small matters to those who read them at a distance, but they are serious 
reductions in the scale of comfort of the hard-working and fighting 
soldier in Asia. The troops have also been greatly in arrears of pay, 
besides their severe duties in heat and cold, wiilid and rain, on the guards 
of the g.ates and bastions. The troops, officers and men, British and 
llindoostance, of every Arm, remained fully accoutred on their alann- 
posts every night from the 1st of March to the 7th of April. The losses 
of officers and men, in carriage and cattle, camp equipage and baggage, 
between Cabool and Jelhdabad, were heijvy ; and their expenditure, dur- 
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ing the siege .and Woekadc, in obtuniiiig articles of mere subsistence and 
necessity, has been exorbitant. 

1 feel assured that Major-General Pollock will consider it a most pleas¬ 
ing duty, to briug the series of labours, privations and couHicts, imper¬ 
fectly sketched in the foregoing details, to the notice of the head of the 
Supreme Government in India, and through his Lordship to that of the 
Court of Directors and of oim Sovereign, as a ciuim for public acknow¬ 
ledgment .and substantial reimbursement and reward. 

Tlie report of Capt,ain Broadfoot, in liis capacity of Garrison Engineer, 
will meet with atleutivc perusal: 1 have .already stated how much 1 have 
been indebted to his scientific attainments, as well as his distinguished 
activity and resolution during the siege. IJis fertility in resource 
obviated great di!lk'ulti(;s, in iirocuring iron, timber, and charcoal ; and 
to the foresight of his arrangements we owe our having had a very ample 
supply of tools. The corps under his eomm.and performed from Boot- 
kh.ak, the duties etiuaily of good sa]>pers and bold liglit infantry soldiers, 
and the Affghau Iluzaree and Eusilzye portion of it have been singularly 
faithful in time of general defection. The two Infantry Regiments, under 
the lamented Colonel Deiiuie and Lieutenant-Colonel Monteath, have 
vied with each other in the steady performance of the duties of that Arm : 
and it would be imj)ossible for me to discriminate in favour of either, in 
awarding praise to the s((uadron of otli Light Cavalry, under (.Captain 
Oldfield, and the Jlissullah 2nd .Shah Sliooja’s Cavalry, under Lieutenant 
Maync : Lieutenant Plowden, of tlic former, has been distinguished on 
several occasions. The artillery i>r.aeti(;e of IVo. (i Liglit I'ield Battery has 
ever been excellent, and hits been equalled by that of the Mouiititiu Train. 
Captains Abbott and Bac.lthouse, and Lieutenant Dawes, have proved 
themselves excellent odicers of Ordnance. I have more than once 
brought it to notice tlnit ('aptaiii iVIacgregor, Politie.al Agent, lias ehccr- 
fully rendered very able assistance in serving tlie guns in every crisis of 
pre.ssing danger. Of his labours in ids own department, I ought not 
perhaps to altem))t to constitute myself a jinlge ; hut I know tliat they 
Lave been unremitting ;. and their result in obtaining for my force 
supplies and information, and keeping iij) oiir commnnieation witli India 
and with Cabool, and securing for us Atlgban o.o-oiieration, J may be 
alloAved to appreciate, and am bound to point out to Government. 

The medical duties of tlie garrison have bi'cn ably fulfilled by Burgeon 
Forsyth, Superintending Surgeon Sliah Shooja’s force and Assistant- 
Surgeons Robertson and Barnes, Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infautr}', 
Hare, Sotli Regiment and Brown, late in charge of the Irregulars. 

Captain Mainwaring, Commissariat Oilieer to the force, has been inde¬ 
fatigable ill Ins etlbrts to kecji the garrison well supplied, and his 
arrangements in very di/hcailt times have merited my highest praise. 
Captain Moorhouse, 3dtli Regiment Is'ative lidautry, has satisfactorily 
discharged his duties as Brigade Quarter Master; he was severely 
wounded on the the 7th instant. 

It is gratifying to me to forward the opinion of my second in command, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Monteath, C.R,, placed on record without solicitation, 
of the merits of tli*f LUh Liglit Infantry, of which corps I am proud of 
being a member : 1 fully concur in the sentiments which he expijesfcs, 
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and hope the distinction which he recommends for ihe officers of ids owir 
cor})s will be accorded. The cheerful and persevering manner in which the 
native soldiers laboured with the shovel, mattock, and hand-barrow were 
as surprising as their steadiness and courage in the field were conspicuous. 

I have to acknowledge the zealous manner in which Brevet-Major 
Fraser, Light Cavalry, Brevet-Captain Gerrard, of the corps of Jezzail- 
chees. Captain Burn, and Lieutenant Hillersdon of the Khyber Rangers, 
and Li(!Utenant Dowson, of the Janbazes, when tlieir services could no 
longer be available with their corps, volunteered to do duty with any 
regiment in which they could be useful. 

I must finally express my gratitude to Providence for having placeo so 
gallant and devoted a force under my command ; in every way it ha^ 
exceeded my most sanguine exj)ectations, and I beg leave in the strong¬ 
est manner to solicit the intorpo-sition of Major-Gcnerfil Pollock, C. R,, 
who has nobly laboured and fought to relieve it from its critical posiiiou 
in the midst of a hostile empire, in now committing it to the jjrotection 
and favour of tlie Right Honourable the Govcni-General in Council, and 
through him of the Court of Directors, and of our Sovereign. 

I ask permission specially to recommend tlie following officers for 
honorary distinction, or brevet rank, or botli, viz. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Monteath, C.B., commanding 35th regiment Native Infantry now second 
in <!ominand ; Brevet-Major I-'rasta-, Light Cavalry, who acted as my 
Aide-dc-Camp on the 7th instant ; Captain Abbott, Commaiidaut of 
.'Vrtillery and Commissary of Ordnance ; Captain Baekliou.se, command¬ 
ing the Mountain Train and Senior Officer of tlie Shali’s troops with my 
force ; Cajrfain Broadfoot, coinmandiiig Sappers and Garrison Engineer; 
Ca])tuiii Oldfield, otli Light Cavalry, Senior Officer of that arm : Ciij) 
fain Seaton, .35tli reginieiit Native Infantry, partienl.irly recommend..d 
for his conduct on the 7th instaut by Lieutenant-Colonel Monteath ; Cap¬ 
tain Youiighusband, of the sanuy regiment, who was distinguished with 
tli(‘ advanced guard in the Kijoord Cabool Pass, and there severely 
wounded ; Cai.taiii Burn, late Coimuandaiit <^f the Khyber Rangers, and 
doing duty witli the 35th Regiment Native Infantry ; Captain Wilkinson, 
on whom the command of the 13th Light Infantry devolved in tiic field 
on the fall of Colonel Deimie, C.B. ; Captain Fenwick, Her Majesty’s 
]3tli Light Iijfantrj', whose higlily deserving conduct in the Pass of .lug- 
dulluck was noticed then in my di.sj>atch ; Captain Havelock, Her Ma¬ 
jesty’s' 13th Light Infantry, Persian Inteiiireter to Major-Generals 
Eljjhinstone and Pollock, and attached to me as staff, and who command¬ 
ed the right column in the final attack on 3Iahomed Akbar’s Camp ; and 
Captain Hamlet W.ade, Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, my Brigade 
Major whose exertions in the action of the 7th I liave elsewhere highly 
commended. Both these latter officers rendered most valuable services 
throughout the investment and siege. The officers of all ranks, and 
soldiers of all arms, European and Native, I have likewise to represent 
as generally and individually deserving of reward and encouragement, 
and I hope that the Government will sanction my calling upon Com¬ 
mandants of corps and detachments to send in rolls of such native 
officers as they may deem worthy of the insignia of the order of 
“ Merit ” and of “ British India.” 

I have, &c., 

R. S.VLE. 
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*' Titmk and Xante of-Officers Womdcd. 

Artillery.—Captain Abbott, slightly. 

Sappers and Miners.—Captain Broadfoot, severely. 

_ Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry.—Lieutenant and Adjutant Wood, and En¬ 
sign Oakes, slightly. 

Iteturn of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of the Troops under the command of Major- 
General Sir It. //. Sale, KC.O..fiom ‘i'ind J-'chfiKfrg tg fUk April, 1842. 

No. 6. Light Field Battery.—1 corporal killed ; 1 European officer, and 1 private 
wounded. 

Detachment of .'illi Light Cavalry.—1 havilder and 2 troopers killed ; 4 ditto 
wounded ; 1 hor.se killed and 12 wounded ; 1 syce killed, 2 ditto wounded ; and 1 
grass-cutter killed of the Artillery and Cavalry. 

Her Majesty's 13th Light Infantry.—4 privates killed ; 2 officers, 1 corporal, and 
11 privates, wounded. 

35th Begimcnt Native Infantry.—1 sepoy killed ; 1 corporal and 10 sepoys, 
wounded. 

Mountain Train.—No casualties. 

Detachment 2d Cavalry S. S. Force.—1 trooper killed ; 4 ditto wounded ; 9 
horses killed, and 3 wounded. 

Sappers and Miners.—4 privates killed ; 1 European officer and 30 privates 
wounded. 

Detachment 6th Light Infantry.—No casualties. 

Total killed 14 ; wounded 66, not including camp followers, &c. ; horses killed 
10, wounded 15. 

Jieturn of Camp Followers Erdisled on the Mtlh January, 1842, hy order of Mujor- 
.General Sir 11, Sale, K.C.U., as a J’rovisionat Garrison, 

Jellulahad, April 1, 1842. 

No. 6, Light Field Battery.—Mustered followers, armed 36 ; not mustered, armed 
61 ; total 97 ; killed during the siege, 2. 

Squadron 5th Light Cavalry.—Mustered followers, armed 7, unarmed 69 ; not 
mustered, armed 6, unarmed 19 ; total 101. 

llissalah Anderson’s Horse.—Mustered followers, armed 4, unarmed 11 ; not 
mustered, unarmed 57 ; total 72. 

Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry.—Mustered followers, armed 124, unarmed 
238 ; not mustered, armed lOO ; total 462. 

35th Native Infantry.—Mustered followers, armed 77, unarmed 46 ; not mustered, 
armed 55, unarmed 110 ; total 288. 

Sappers and Miners.—Mustered followers, armed 69, unarmed 19 ; not mustered, 
armed 40, unarmed 61 ; total 189. 

Commissariat.—Mustered followers, armed 103 ; killed during the siege 7, and 
wounded 6. 

Crand total—1,312 ; killed 9 ; wounded 6. 

Those followers that were unarmed w ere told off to the ramparts, for the purpose 
of throwing large stones, a great quantity of which were collected. 'J’lie whole of 
the camp rendered much assistance in the conveyance of building materiel, and 
working with furwahs and spades. 

II. Sale. 


No. 316.— Captain Broadfoot to Major-General Sir Rohert Sale. 

Note. —On the defensive works in Jellalahad, prepared by order of Major-General 
Sir Jlobert Sale, K.C.B. 

Jellalahad, Ajrril 1C, 1842. 

Sin,—On the 12th of November, the Major-General commanding 
having resolved to occupy Jellalahad, directed me with a committee of 
officers to examine aiid report on the work.s of the place. 

The committee reported unanimously that they were then not defensi¬ 
ble against a vigorous assault. 

As will be seen by the uccoinpaimng plan, the town is an irregular 
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quadrilateral, haviiig half erf the western side salient, <ind the southern 
side Iwoken^by a deep re-entering angle. It was surrounded on every 
side with gardens and houses, enclosed fields, mosques, and ruined forts, 
affording strong cover to an enemy ; these were everywliere close' to the 
walls, and in many places connected witli them. Beyond these on three 
sides (north, east and west), at from 400 to 500 yards, run the ruins of 
the wall of the ancient city, on which the sand has accumulated so as to 
form a line of low heights, giving cover to the largest bodies of men. 
Opposite the south-west angle a range of heiglits, composed of bare 
gneiss rocks, comraonces at 330 yards from the works and extends about 
400 }'ards from uortli-north-east to south-south-west; these completely 
overlook the town, and from the vicious tracing of the works enfilade 
some of the longest curtains: j)arallel to the north side, at 170 yards, 
runs a steep bank 20 feet high ; it extends a considerable way to the 
west and several miles to the (‘ast, affording a secure and unseen approach 
to any number of men ; it is, probaldy, an old bank of tlic river. From 
it numerous ravines run up towards the wadis, aftijrding the enemy a 
covered passage into the buildings and enclosures adjoining the works. 

Two very solid walls, 300 yards apart, run from the place to this bank, 
thus enclosing on three sides a space, probably occupied originally by the 
Mogul Fanperor’s palace, but found by us to contain a large mosque and 
numerous gardens, and houses occupied by Fakeers ; one of tl>e gates of 
tlie town opens into it, and it was traversed by a water course, about 10 
f(>et wide, wliich entered the town by a tunnel under the rampart, large 
enough to admit several n>en abreast. A similar tunnel allowed it to 
pass out of the towm, on the eastern side. The walls of the town 
extended about 2,100 yards, without reckoning the bastions of which 
thci'c were 33- 

The works were of earth, and in the usual style of the country, viz. : 
-*A high thin ranq)art, but in a state of ruin, without parapets fnd with¬ 
out ditch, covered way, or outwtwks of any kind. 

'J'he bastions were full, but in some places lower than the adjoining 
eiirtains, very confined, without jvarajjcts, and sloping downwards from 
the gorge to the salient, so that the terrepleine was completely exposed. 

There were four gates and a ))ostern, all of the usual vicious native 
construction, and, except that on the northern side, in a ruinous 
state. 

To give some idea of the state of the works, I may mention that of the 
emmnittee sent to inspect them on the 13tli of November, not one, except 
myself, succeeded in making the cirenit. Large gaps cut off the commu¬ 
nication, or insecure footing comptJled the ofiicers to descend among 
Iho adjoining enclosures, from which it was difficult to find the wa}' ; 
while ou the south side the ramparts were so imbedded iu houses and 
surmounted by them, that its course could only be traced by. laboriously 
threading the lanes of the native town. 

Oil the nortli side, tlie wall rose to a very great height towards tlie 
town, but sloped down to thq interior in a heap of riiiiis, almost every- 
where accessible ; while at the foot, were houses and gardens so strongly 
occupied by the enemy, that during the night of tho.» 13th of November 
our troops were- unable to maintain their posts, and, with the exception 
oi' the gateway, a line of 400 yards, on the northern face, was without a 
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tntin in the works* Had the enemy then attacked us we must have been 
■reduced to a street combat. 

Ou the following niorniug(14th November),the Major-Genml ordered 
■a sortie in force, whicli drove tlie enemy from his positions with such loss 
thhat it was some time before he ventured near enough to disturb 
our works, which were now as vigorously prosecuted as our scanty sup¬ 
ply of tools and the difRculty of procuring materials allowed. 

We had only the tools, as per margin*, brought from Cabool with the 
Sappers for the operations expected in the Tazeen Valley ; and w6 were 
without wood or iron. Wood was obtained from the ruins of the can¬ 
tonment and from houses demolished in the town. Iron was collected 
in small (juantities from the neighbourhood, but it was that of the 
country, good in ijuality but imperibcdly molted, and requiring about ten 
times as much labour and time as English iron. By the persevering 
labour of the troops, however, much was done, and when the enemy next 
attacked us (1st December) ramparts laid been made and the guns mounted 
■on the bastions, for which they wore destined, the wator<‘.ourses and other 
passages through the waits blocked up, the foot of the sciirps cleared 
from rubbish, aud parapets built in all the bastions and many of tlic 
curtains, while much of the external cover was destroyed. 

On the 1st Dwember the enemy were again routed, and tlic works 
proceeded witli little or no interruption. 

By the middle of January (tlio commencement of the rainy reason) a 
parapet, nowhere less than 6 feet high, with a banquette, as wide as the 
nature of the rampart allowed, was completed entirely round the placa 
The gates were repaired and strengthened by buttresses ; two of tliem 
were retrenched and a ditch (tarried round the norlli-west angle, while 
some of the most dangiirous ravines were laid o]»('n tp our iire, and roads 
were opened into the low ground on the norili side. 

By th? middle of February the ditch was carried round the itlace, wiffi 
•as good a covered way as the size of the ditch a.nd supydy of eartli allow¬ 
ed ; while the mosques, forts, gsirdens, ;ind cover of e\ (.'ry iloseriittioti. 
liad been destroyed for sevanad hundred yards round the jdaee. 

At this time Mahomed Akbar Khan moved into tin; valley, in order to 
attack the place, but they were unable to eliect more thiiii a distiint 
investment ; they frequently oocuj)ied the rocks on the south-west, but 
•the parapets and traverses rendered their iire harmless. 

On the 19th February an earthquake, which nearly dcstroj-cd the 
lown, threw down the greater part of our parapets, the Cabool gate witii 
tlie two adjoining bastions, the north-west btistion and a jiart of the new 
bastion which flanked it. Tliree other bastions also were nearly destroy- 
-ed, while several large breaches were made in the curtains ; one on tlic 
Peshawur side, 80 feet long, was quite practicable, the ditch being filled 
aud the ascent easy. Tims, in one niomeiit, the labours of 3 months 
were, in a great measure destroyed. 

No time, however, wsus lost; the shocks had scarcely ceased when the 
-whole garrison was told off’ into working p.arties, aud before night the 
breaches were scarped, the rubbish below cleared away, and the ditches 


• 330 Pickaxes. 390 shovels, with others tools in proportion; many tools, such 
as trowels, Sic., have been made here. 
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■before them dug out while the great one, on the I^eshayur side, was sur¬ 
rounded by a good gabion parajxet. 

A parapet was erected on the remains of the uort!i-west bastion, witli 
an embrasure allowing the guns to Hank the approach of the ruined 
Cabool gate ; the parapet of the new bagtion was restc»red, so as to give 
a flanking fire to the north-west- bastion, while the ruined gate was 
rendered inaccessible by a trench in front of it, and in evci’y bastion 
round the jdace a temporary pai'apet was raised. 

From the following day all the troops oft' duty were continually at 
work, and such were tlieir energy and p(!rseverance tliat by the end of 
tiie mouth the parajicts w^ere entirely restored, the Cabool gate again 
servieoable, the bastions eitlier' restored or the curtain tilled in when 
restoration was practicable, and every battery re-established. 

The breaches have been built up, with the i-atupart doubhid in thick¬ 
ness, and the whole of the gates ndreuehed. 

It is not easy to give an adeejuate ol' tin; extent of the. labour'performed 
by the troop. 

The parapets, banquettes, Ikv.. kr. are built of the ruins of the build¬ 
ings thrown down, eenienttal w’ith clay mixed with straw and bound 
together, when requisite, by bond timbers ; of this masonry above 
1()4,('>()0 cubic feet had been built before the earthquake, and since then 
(including new works), about l().'i,900 cubic feet have beiui erected, 
making in all above i!08,()()0 cubic feet of masonry, lint the material 
had to be procured from a distance by the laborious process of demoli¬ 
tion ; and the ruinous wall had to be scarped, cleared at the base, and 
prepared for the work. 

The quantity of walls of forts, mosqu(!s, gardens, &c. &c. destroyed, 
v.'ere considerably more than double that of the walls of the place, and 
the excavaHon from the ditch exceeds 8G0,0()0 cubic, feet. 

In addition to this (lui troops had to build barracks for themselves and 
guard-rooms round the works, (■ach corps undertook its own barracks, 
wiiile the eonstnudion of the. guard-rooms was superintended by Captain 
Jloorhouse, Quartern taster ofllrigade, and Lieutenant and Quarterimister 
Sinclair,* of lier Majesty’s Idfh Light Infantry, whose assistance on 
this point left me more h'isure for the ilcfensivt* wttrks. 

The working jtartics, in emergencies, consisted of all men oft’dut 5 ', 
orien assisted by tlic gutirtls when the works were near their posts. 

Qtj ordintiry qcctisions thty consisted of all the Sappers and Miners, 
about 200 men of Her Majesty’s l.'Hh Light Infantry, 120 df the 35th 
Native Infantry, ti party of Artillerymen of Captain .4bbott’s butteiy, 
tiiid all the men oft’ duty in Captain llackhouse’s Mountain Train, and 
the detachment of the Gth Infantry, Shah Shuqjah’s force doing duty with 
the Mountain Train detachments, also camp followers were euqilo 3 -ed in 
bringing materials, &c. 

Nothing could exceed tlu^ cheerful energy of every olfu^er and man in 
these labours. 

The Suppers and Miners worked from day-break (o sun.set (with two 

* To I.leutenant Sinclair, also, we owe the mill used by th(?CominisBariat. I only 
furnished materials and workmen; the credit of the whole contrivance and con- 
sO'uction is due solely to Lieutenant Sinclair.—(1. I!. 

r t 
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hours and a half for meals), and when occasion requircil, at. night. Their 
conduct was such as to leave m.e nothing to desire, and it has been 
honoured with the Major-General’s recorded approbation. 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Orr, and Lieutenant and Qu.arterina.ster Cun¬ 
ningham, who acttnl as my assistants, rendered me the most zealous and 
efficient aid, and 1 beg most resiiectfiilly to bring tlieir great merit to tlie 
Major-Gt’neral’s notice. The Eurojiean non-commissioned officers also 
displayed a zeal and intelligence deserving to be reported to the Major- 
General, more especially Serjeant-Major Kelly, Qiuirtermaster-Serjeaiit 
Bruen, and Acting Stalf-Scrjoant Iluglies, from Her Majesty’s l.'lth Light 
Infantry’. 

The other troops having very severe garrison duty, laboured for a .short 
period, yet seldom less than six hours a day. 

It will be seen that the largest parties were furnislK’d by’ Her Majesty’s 
13th Light Infantry, and 1 know not how adetpiately to cxpres.s my sense 
of the services of this iidmirable body of men ; though liaving litth^ more 
than every other night in bed, they laboured for months, day .after day, 
officers and men, with a cheerfulness and energy not to be surpassial. 
To enumerate all. who.se zeal ami intelligence were conspicuous, would 
almost retjuire me to go over tlie list of tin! offiei'rs. and to mention even 
many of the valuable non-conmnssioned officers ; but 1 cannot deny my¬ 
self the {)lc.asure of naming those who.se more extended professional edu¬ 
cation gave their aid additional value, namely—Capt.ain Fenwiitk, Lieute¬ 
nant Frere, and Ensign Parker. .Scjianitc iiortions of the works were 
also entrusted at various times to other officers, especially Lieutenants G. 
King, G. "Wade, and Ensign Scott : <md 1 lia\e exery rea.sou to be satis- 
with their execution. 

The 3oth Native Infantry were lUMcli employed in dtxstroying Die forts 
and other covers around the (dace ; and it is due to t'aptai# Seaton to 
mention his great activity, and the skill with wdiich, by directing the 
watercourses used for irrigation, on the most massive ruins, he eWeeti’d a 
quantity of demolition which, with our short sujiply of gunjiowder, xx'ould 
have otherw’ise been impracticalde. 

With the exception of a few of the larger bastions, tlie whole of the 
batteries were jirejiared •by the Artillery themselves (both Captain 
Abbott’s battery and Captain Biic.khouse’s Moiniiaiii Train), under the 
superintendence of tlieir own officers. Besides this, a jiarty of Caiituin 
Abbott’s artillerymen was aUvays ready to assist in the works generally ; 
and they were most ably superintended by Lieutenant Dawes, to whom I 
am indebted for aid, as constant as it was valuable and willingly given. 
Captain Backhouse., with his own men, and a detachment of the (>th In- 
fantr}-, Shah Shooju's force not only jirejiari'd the parajiets and embra¬ 
sures for his oxvn gnus, and rejiaired the damages done to them by the 
earthquake, but he undertook and conqdcted several of the most useful 
and laborious operations ; he executed, among others, a large and xvidely 
branching series of ravines, giving cover to many hundred men, within 
pistol-shot of a very weak part of the W'orks, which w'as tilled iqi, or 
entirely laid open to fire, and that with a number of men, which without 
his untiring zeal and •personal exertion would have been inadequate. 

The camp followers were distributed to assi.st the troops, and they fol¬ 
lowed the examjile set them, and were extremely useful. 
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Appended are two plans and some sheets of section^. The first plan 
shows in some measure the way in. which the spae.e round the fort was 
originally encumbered by buildings and enclosures. The second gives 
an outline of the pla(!e as ii now stands, while the sections will give 
some idea of the profile of the works, as we found them, and as we leave 
them. 

The gates have been retrenched inwardly because, from the fall of the 
ground outside, and its conformation, no adequate work could have 
been raised without a labour we could not at the time spare, and 
without occupying nloro time than we could <!ver reckon on for dnmolest- 
ed work. 

The narrowness and shallowness of the diteh are owing to our want 
of tools, which limited the strength of our working parties so much, that 
anything stronger eouhl not have been carried round in time to accom¬ 
plish our object—that of interposing an obstacle to a sudden assault and 
escalade on <‘very side, while tlii‘ enemy wcrti still numerous and elated by 
th(^ Cabool disasters. 

The breaJtli of tlu^ berm was iieiressary from the nature of the soil, a 
loose sand, and it varies as tlu! iu‘c(*ssity of including previous excava¬ 
tions, &e., obliged us to allow tlie tracing. 

In eoiuiusioii, I have to solicit the JMajor-Gcnerars indulgence for this 
report, wlii(di has been prepared vvliihi siitfcring from a wound. If I have 
been diffuse! in iiotieing the assistance ree.eived from the officers and 
troops, it must be ascril«‘d to tlie admiration with which I daily, for many 
mouths, witnessed their labours under circumstunees of extraordinary 
discouragement; on short allowance of provisions, with heavy duties of 
eitiier kinds to juTforni, and, for a e.ousi(l(;ral)le time, harassed by inces¬ 
sant eoiilliets with the enemy. 1 turing all this time, there was not only no 
munnuring, but tlie utmost elM'.erfuluess and zeal prevailed : it was not 
once iK'eessary to resort to piinisliment, and I never liad to make a single 
report other than eommendatory. 

I have, fke., 

Geokge Bkoadfoot. 


No. 317.— ]'r. Aldii/i'trfli to AlfiJor-GriifTnl Sir R. Sdle. 

Jdhihihad, April 16, 1842. 

Nm,—The exertions of tlie garrison of Jellalabad, bO)'ond ordinary 
rimlirie, hav'iiig ceased since the deeisiv'c victory obtained over tlie enemy 
on the 7tii instant, and now fimilly terminated liy the arrival of the Bri¬ 
tish army under Major-General Bollock, C.B., 1 trust 1 may not be 
eiuisidered as going beyond tlie limits of my proper duly in addressing 
you to state as follows ; 

As doing but due justice on tins occasion to Her Majesty’s liltli Light 
Infantry might be looked upon as a highly e.olored record of the merits of 
your own regiment, and seeing that no siieli partial bias can possibly bo sup¬ 
posed to guide my feelings in the estimate! 1 have formed of their deserts, 
1 have jileasure iii simterely declaring that their c-orMnet, throughout the 
painful and jierilous jiositioii in vvliidi they liuvei so Jong been placed, lias 

IT u 2 
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been such as fully to deserve, the api)laHse and admiration of their country 
and the confidence and best consideration of our well-beloved Sovereign. 

On our throwing ourselves on the 12th of November last, into the old 
and ruined town of Jellalabad, without money, without food, and almost 
without protection, with a nation of higlily excited and barbarous enemies 
in arms against us, our situation seeme<l as liopeless a one as British 
troops were ever called upon to confront ; notwithstanding which, the 
enemy was twice within twenty days attacked, and on both occasiona 
dehuited with signal success. 

You yourself will doubtless dt'tail.thc works ])crformed by the regiment; 
let it then be only my province who have witnessed tlieir exertion.? 
almost hourly during a ])eri(Kl of fi\ e months, to reeord, that their devoted 
"per.s(n’erance ami cheerfulness amidst all the gloom that surrounded them, 
after the destruction of their comrades of the Cabool force, could not have? 
been surj)assed by any troojis in the world ; and that after months of 
extreme toil, when an eartli(|uake. such as man is not often in the habit of 
experiencing, in a inoinent left scarcely a vestige of their labour standing', 
their flying as they did with redoubled zeal to tlu! w’ork. and eo!ni)let- 
iiigit in ten days (so tliat on the arrival of the enemy before Jellalabad, 
they declared that the calamity whicli had befallen the valley arose from 
iiotliing but Engli.sh w'itchcraft, it being the only idact' that had eseai)ed 
nninjured,) was what none but Britisli soldiers could have i»erti(rined, and 
what no price could have purchased, for it was the labour of the heart, 
work of all others most deserving of distinction and reward. 

In regard to the Native Troo])s of all Arms, I shall refrain from saying 
niiudi for a reason wliich has in a measure induced me to address this 
letter to you, but as you have yourself been a daily wdtness of their 
conduct under ev'ery description of circumstance, you have it fully within 
your own power to say all, of ■which the Government they serve may very 
justly feel proud, and it may serve to shew, as an example for imitation, 
what noble eiithiisiasin and zeal may he lighted up in their breasts by tin; 
high bearing and considerate conduvrt of determined British otiicers. 

1 shall conclude by observing that w<^ can now. Sir, proudly inarch 
forth from this garrison with the enemy’s standards in our hands, and 
their ca])tured cannon to tire a salute, on delivering over the care of the 
honour of the Britisli name, which we have had within our keeping for 
the last five months, pure and unsjiotti'd, and without a single circum¬ 
stance existing to cast a breath upon its lustre. 

Tlie conduct of the officers of 1 he .‘idtli regiment generally, as well as 
those doing duty with it throughout I lie siege, J am proud to say, has 
been such as well to deserve any reward or distinction that can be 
conferred upon them. 

Of those holding the rank of Capiain and above it, which enables Her 
Majesty to advance them a steji, I would strongly recoinniend Captain 
Seaton, 35tii regiment ; (kijitain Younghusband. joth regimeut (severely 
wounded) ; Brevet-Major Fraser, late 2nd Light Cavalry, and Captain 
Burn, 1st Jlegiment Native Infantry, Ixitli doing duty with the .'Jolh 
regiment. 

Of the' Native (yfficers of the both regiment, I eonld also strongly 
recommend that six should, as a coinpliiiient to the regiment for its gal- 



l;int and meritorious conduct, 
“■ JJritish India —viz. : 


Sahib Ram, Subadar, 
Manick Sing, Subadar, 
l>BUKiou Sing, Jemadar, 


receive the order of Merit” and of 

Rambuccus Tewabey, Jemadar, 
Hoolas Ram, Subadar, aud 
lJuEEAM Sing, Jemadar. 

I have, &c.. 


T. Monteath. 


No. 318.— Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clerk. 

Allahabad , May 16, 1842. 

SiK,—Yon have been already informed that the (lovernor-Gcneral, on 
the 2<Sth ultimo, adverting to the tlien aeeredited report of the death 
of Sliali Shooja, iiiforincd IM.ajor-Geueral Pollock that, in tlie present 
divided state of Alighaiiistan, it would not be prudent to recognise any 
individual chief pretending to the throne of that country. 

2. Tlie Governor-General is disposed to tliink that the Government of 
Laliore will take the same view of the course which, under j)rcsent cir¬ 
cumstances, it is prudent to adopt ujioii that subject. To recognise any 
ju'etender whom we might prefer, would, at the present moment, certainly 
have the effect of uniting the largest portio)i of the Aflghans against him, 
and thus impose ujion his allies the burdensome and fruitless obligation of 
supporting a powerless chief against the people wliose allegiance he claim¬ 
ed. To abstain from recognising any ])retender is probably to continue 
the state of distmion and confusion in which Affyianistau is invelved. 
The Governor-General is persuaded that the Government of lAihore will 
liave jierceived tlie great prtictical change which the events of the last 
four years have effected in the situation of Affghanistan, and the perman¬ 
ent influence which that cliange must have upon its future relations with 
the adjoining Statics. 

3. The British Government, in conjunction with the late Maha Rajah 
Runjeet Sing, moved against the Affghans, in order to remove from the 
Government of Affghanistan an able chief, who had in the course of many 
years succeeded in uniting it under Ins rule, who was forming and 
discijilining an army, and was supjiosed to entertain, in conjunction with 
the jiowers of the West, projects of hostility to the adjoining States upon 
liic Indus. 

4. That (our first) object has been completely effected : not only has 
Dost Mahomed Khan been removed from the Government of Affghan¬ 
istan, but that country has been so entirely convulsed by the war, that, 
if Dost Mahomed were to be restored to-morrow, he would find an 
altered nation, and be unable to re-establish his authority in its former 
strength. 

.'). A further object of the advance of the allies against Affghanistan 
was to substitute for the authority of Dost Maliomcd, which was deemed 
to be hostile, that of Shah Shooja, which, it was expected, would bo 
friendly. Whether Shah Shooja did in reality justify that exjiectation, is 

cpiestion it is no longer necessary to investigate. This, however, would 
he manifest from our recent experience in Affghanistan, if it had not been 
pjoi cd by all former experience in simihu' cases, that a sovereign who 
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appears to be altAgether the instrunieut of a foreign State, cannot obtain 
tile willing support of his subjects, so as to wield their power in favour of 
that foreign State ; on the contrary, he will be an object of hatred or 
contempt to his subjects, and his only resource, if he be desirous of 
securing their willing allegiance, will be in throwing himself into their 
arms and in asserting his independence of the foreign State which placed 
him on the throne. Had we succeeded in maintaining Shah Shooja upon 
the throne, we should have had a friendly sovereign, and a hostile people, 
in Atfghauistan, and have been com])ellcd to support that sovereign, in 
the event of an attai'k from the West not only against his subjects, in a 
position distant from our ow'ii frontier, which nothing but the presumed 
support of the people of the country could justify us in taking uji. 

6. Tile eflect of our ])roce<“dings has been to render, for the present, 
equally itnjiossible in Altgliaiiistan the existence of a hostile or of a 
friendly sovereign wielding the united force of tlie nation. As against an 
invader, tJie Attghans are powerful in their mountains, and in tiie poverty 
of their country, but their poverty, combined with their divisions, will 
render them hencefortli, as in all recent times, jiowerlcss as invndiTs. 
Their power against an invader will be exerted equally against an invader 
from whatever quarter he might come. It is for us to do uolliing wlu'ch 
can put an end to the divisions amongst themselves, which dcjirive llieiu 
of all power beyond their frontier, which might be exerted against us. 

7. ■ You will endeavour to bring the Government of Lahore to enter¬ 
tain these views, and to regard as the future object of our joint jiolicy the 
inaintenanee of Attghanistan in that state in which it may be unable to 
do anything against us ; foregoing the visionary design of phudng it in 
a state in whicli it could, as a united monarchy, be powerful for us against 
an enemy .advancing from the West, and yet be content to cntertiiiu no 
views of ambition against its neighbours in tlie East. 

8. It appears to the Governor-General that tliis joint object of the 
two Governineiits, equally interested in its aceomplisluucnt, will be best 
effected by leaving the Aflghans to themselves. 

I have, 8tc., 

T. II. Maiioock. 

No. 319.— Mojor-Genenil Pollock to tlu; Gorcnior-Gcncrul of LkUo^ 

Jellulabod, May 8, 18-12. 

Mv Loro, —As nothing can be more gratifying to me than to know 
that any feeble endeavours of mine have met with your Lordshiji’s 
approbation, I gratefully acknowledge tlie ex|)ression of your simtiments 
on the occasion of my late advance into the Khyber Pass. To the army 
which I have the honour to command, I owe the success which 1 have 
hitherto had the good fortune to exjierience, and I sincerely hope that 
we shall continue to deserve the enconiiums your Lordship has conde¬ 
scended to pass on our oiicration.s thus far. I fbrw'arded to Sir R. Sale 
your Lordshiii’s letter for perusal, but have not received a reply ; tlie 
General has for tvvoMays been ill, but is now better and out of danger. 

Captain Mackenzie has to-day aguiii reached our camp, sent by Maho¬ 
med Akbar with very extravagant jiropostds, which will be forwarded 
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officially witli my reply : he represents himself as haying been called 
upon to fill the throne ; that his party is in the ascendant ; but that his 
sole object* is to be on friendly terms with us. Idy reply will require 
some consideration, and must necessarily be very guarded. I know from 
other sources that there has been a struggle at Cabool ; but I have good 
reasoti ti) believe; that, so far from the Jiarukiiye interest being powerful^ 
(liat the prince’s party was successful, and tliat Malioined Zeinaun, one 
of the cliief rebels, was very much dispirited. 1 experience considerable 
dillieulty in framing answers, to keep up the communication with both 
parties, and still in no way commit the Government ; but if I would 
be infi)rmed of the ulterior views of Government, it wottld greatly 
facilitate the duty I have to i)erform. Altliough tlie official report will 
contain copies oi' all docuinent.s, 1 now take the liberty to inchise three. 
One from IMecria Aga Jan,* giving an account of the affray at Cabool, .a 
letter from Major Pottingcr, and copy of Mahomedf Akbar's letter to 
me, to which he did not affix his seal, as he feared it might be produced 
against him. That Mahomed Akbar is ready to separate himSelf from 
his party and deliver tip his prisoners, I have no doubt, but his terms 1 
consider quite inadmissible ; he cannot, and I am sure he docs not, expect 
that they will be complied with : but 1 believe he considers his cause a 
liad one, and that 1 may not sitspect the real truth, he has increased his 
demands ; his seniling Cajdain Mackenzie again, shows it was his anxiety 
on the subject, and he, feels that his having possession of the prisoners 
must weigli with us in treating with him. 

1 may here jterhajis be tillowed tf> remark, tluit in any negotiations with 
these ])(' 0 })lc, they cannot or will not understand the necessity of a 
referenee to my own Government ; they siipjtose that I have full powers, 
and consider ti referenee a mere subt(;rfiige to deceive them. 

All is quiet around us tit present, tlie chiefs tire coming in daily, and 
jirovisioiis tire abundant ; tlie wetitlier up to this period has been favoura¬ 
ble ; but, unless I reet.dvc instructions to the contniry, I propose moving 
liirwiinl gradually, till 1 reach a better climate, as I understand .Tellalabud 
will become iiubealtliy as the season .advances. 1 have difficulty in 
moving in eonsequenee of the great want of carriage cattle. 

1 have, &c., 

Gjco. Poi.lock. 

No. .l/iyV;/- Poithujh' to Mtijor-Gcnvral Pollock, 

Teczeeu, May 3, 1842. 

Slit,—1 have the honour to .-leknowledge your letter of the 2Gth ultimo, 
which was delivered to me by Cajitain Mackenzie. 

■Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khan was disappointed with the offer made 
to him, and yiartictilarly the not receiving any reply to his own overture, 
when Mahomed Shah and Dost Mahomed Khan’s names were both speci¬ 
fied. Situated as I am, niy opinions are open to the eliargo of selfishness, 
d' 1 gi\ o them in tinour of the person who holds me prisoner ; however, 
as 1 can bring testimony that I have always opposed any propositions 


Not received. 


t Oitto. 
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that have Iiitliertp been made for our ransom (because I considered it an 
improper precedent to be established in the first place, and in the second 
as being detrimental to the interests of the state, supplying an enemy 
with money while the scales were tolerably even), I will now venture a 
few observations on the subject, noticing, however, that I still consider 
jansoning prisoners for money as very oljectionahle. 

At present the case appears to me in a peculiar liglit, and that Govern¬ 
ment may succeed in causing the separation irom the Mahometan cause 
of one of its most powerful hranches (the Ghilzecs), tlii-ougli whose 
country we must pass if we advance ; at the same time, rendering the 
mos't energetic man of the party suspected, and releasing tlie families, 
and officers, &c., prisoners in their hands. Further, in the cast; of 
advancing on and garrisoning Gabool, the safety of our communications 
imperatively calls on us to be friendly with the tribes that can interrupt 
them, and therefore, sooner or later, unle.ss we only mean to make a * 
retributive inroad, tlie above-mentioned tribe must be gained to our 
interest. 

There is doubtless a considerable chance of deceit, and of using such 
money to organize resistance to us ; but for my own part such I consider 
would be a fortunate circumstance, as a greater chance would be afforded 
of striking a decisive blow in the beginning of the campaign. 

Mahomed Akbar Khan has written a letter to a memorandum, which 
Captain Mackenzie will lay before you ; the Sirdar has not signed it, as he 
fears it may be used against him in case of your not closing with his 
terms. What he states is, I believe, substantially true ; and 1 do nut 
think it unreasonable he should demand a promise of proteidion 
and friendly treatment, if he breaks with his supporters, which the deli¬ 
very of the prisoners is likely to cause. The detail of his wishes 
appears to me to be considerably more in a i)ecuniary light than he can 
expect under any circumstances, but his other dianands are modwate. 
His ret}uests are, Istly. That a written promise of amnesty be given to 
himself, Mahomed Shah Khan, and the latter’s family, for all past acts 
up to the date of delivery. 2mlly. Tliat neither he or any of the above- 
mentioned family shall be scut out of the Cabool and .Icllalabad districts, 
against their wishes. 3rdly. That they may not be obliged to pay their 
respects to you in our camp, till they be assured against any danger. 
4thly. If we merely intend to revenge ourselves on the enemy, and then 
leave the country, he trusts the Governraeut will be conferred upon him. 
Stilly. lie wants a Jaghire to support*liis family, and names two lacs as 
adequate, fithly. He wants eight huts of rupees as a present to start 
him with. His great fear (as it is of- all Attglians) is of being removed 
from this country. He also asks for his own women wjio are in his 
father’s harani serai. They have ashed for the money, if it is paid, to be 
given to his Colund Khan, who will remain as a hostage till the prisoners 
are . delivered ; or that you jiay it to Hindoos, who cun empower their 
agents in Cabool to pay it on delivery of the prisoners. 

The last news from Cabool is, that Nawab Zenian Khan and his party 
have thrashed Nayb Amanollah and the Populzic party, and have ottered 
the crown to Mahopjed Akbar Khan, with the Newab Zeman Khan for 
his Vizier. Parties have been coining in for several days to pay their 
respects, and invite the Sirdar to the capital. Uuder these eireumstanees, 
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v!io coiidiict of I.I 1 C Sirdar, in continuing tins negooiation^ ap))oars a proof 
(.(■ liis sincerity ; and 1 trust I may be pardoned for remarking, that if 
)iis overtures, eitlier as they are, or in a modified form, appear deserving 
of attention, that you will recollect that the delay of referring this to 
(Jovtaaiment will lose us the opportunity whifdt now apparently offers 
itself; and that the prineij)al cause of the suspicious which eventually 
caused the failure of Sir A. llurues’s missi6ii in 1837, and chiefly led to 
file necessity of the )trescnt war, was tlio making of such rttferences. As 
the Afiglmns do not understand the system, tliey look on such an answer 
as an attempt to overreach tliera, and get exasperated more than tliey 
w'lmld be by a decisive negative. 

f liavc, &c., 

ElDUED PoTTINCiER. 

T*.S.—1 beg to apologize for the blotted stiite of my letter, as I only 
lune time to write tiiis while Cajitain Mat^kenzie is sleeping, preparutetry 
(o resiiinini; the inarcdi. 

No. 321.— Major-General Polheh to Mr. Muildoeli. 

^ Camp, JeUaluliniI, May 10, 1842. 

Sir, —1 Icivi! the honour to transmit herewith the following documents: 
—(iopy and translation of a memorandum, said to be written by Mahoin- 
11 | Akbar, but without seal or signatun!.—Copy of my reply to Major 
i’ottinger, and of iny notice of the incaiioranduin. 

2. 1 naturally fi'el some dillieulty in rc'plyitig to such docunumts, 

[ilniMsl as 1 am in a novel situation, and without iiistruetioiis to guide 
me. I have endeavoured to be guided in my reidy, and to concede 
imtliiiig that might hereafter einl)arra.ss the Government. I .shall feel 
anxious to know if niy re|)ly meets the ajijirovul of the Governor-General, 
('.'ililaiu Maekouzie. on his return to Mahomed Akliar, was not detained 
M X on hours, but sent again witli overtures now forwarded. I liavc 
rca.son to beliexe that he considers his situation .a desperate xine, and if 
sn. h(' will be gljid to ac.eejit moderate ti.Tins ; but I hope I shall be in 
>«)ss('ssion of tlie wishes of the Governor-General before 1 can receive 
•i[a)llier TOes.sage from any of the parties. I am dail}' expecting to hear 
fi'imi the 8hah Zadli. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

^i<>. 322.— Tratisla/iiiu of a Paper from 3Ia.luniu'<l Altliar Khan, 
reeeired on the StlP Mai/, 18-42, hi/ the hanils of Captain 
31ackenzie. 

Mr Friend,— In the letter i’or Pottinger Saheb, which Mackenzie 
lins brought, there is nothing to'give nui confidence. I have, therefore, 

> bought it necessary to send Mackenzie Saheb to you a second time. 

^V'licn first Secuiider Burnes cauic, 1 did all in my powiir that the wishes 
"1 tlie English Government might be voidised ; but the English Govern- 
>n< ra would not agree to give assistance if a foreign enemy invaded this 
country, hik] nothing was settled. After tliat, wlien an English army 
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en<ert‘d my country, I was coui])ell('d to I)P your otu'my, and was ((iro<- 
years a wtnidorer, and returned at tlio cud of the ooiifusion (Cahool insur¬ 
rection). In the time when I’ottingcr, Lawrein'c, and Mtu’keti/io Ni-.lu'bs 
came at the stage of Dottkak, 1 agreed to their wishes, and diil ail in i>i\' 
power to jjrotcct tlic army, as is well-known to the above-mentioned 
Sahebs : but I could not save them from the hands of tlie inultilode, as 
all tlie army* was disorganiz(^d, and the British soldiei-s could not ))roteet 
themselves on account of the frost, and moreover, the gentlemen did not 
attend to my advice. 

2dly. If 1 allow the English, wlio are my guests, to depart according 
to your suggestion, or according to I’oltinger iSahelj's aiU ice, if I allow 
the English ladies to depart bedbre the gentlemen, in either case ail 
Mahomedaus will look uj)on me as their enemy, and the whole inidtitude 
will l)e opposed to me. I’lnler these cinamistanees, 1 b.eg yon to reili'cl 
that, not having eome to ;m understanding witli you, and ha\ ing maib' 
enemies of them (Mahomedaus), how etui 1 o.\ist ? At present, m;, 
friends and allies have ])ossessed themselves of the govenuuent of (.'alaioi. 
and all of them send (bulv tome three or four men with oat iis and iiro- 
testations, reciuesling me to couu^ and to he their king ; and AlahouKil 
Zeinan Viizeer—all tlu! (ihilzi(‘s are mv friends : and I, from tin' friend- 
.ship 1 btiar von, do not eonsent to he the king ol' (’ahftol, since to be so 
must involve the nt'cessify of b;>ing your enemy. I jirefer your frieinl'hip 
to the throne (of Cabool), heeause if i was to g:o to ('ahool now, the men 
of Cahool woukUpush me forwa.rd, mid tiien it would lie dittieuil to release- 
my guests, and to be on friendly terms widi you. On this aeeoimt 1 litive 
written to show my friendship for yoiir t.'.overnment. I’leasc (loti my 
serviees shall exceed the injuries I have done yon. On condition that we 
are friends, let the terms of friendship between me and my friends sneh 
as Mahomed .Shah Khan and others he written out, and he sent before the 
receipt of my guests in your earn]), tliat 1 may feel eontidenee. 'l'h(> other 
matters have been explained to Captain 2.1ackeny.ie verbally, and he will 
make them known to you. 1 hope that you will write down every article 
in a treaty, signed and sealed. 

(There is no seal to this doeiiinent.) 

No. 323. — Mijoi'-Gi’iici'til PoUork to ^l<ij(ir PoUintjcy. 

Jclldhdxiil, Minj 10, 16-12. 

Siii,—1 have the honor to acknowledge the reeeijit ol'vonr letter, dated 
3rd instant. 1 regret that Sirdar i'.Iahomed Akbar Kbaii sliould liave 
been disajiiiointcd at my last rcjdy, beeanse I fully understood that 1 
replied to his overture when 1 made the, otfer for the prisoners, and which 
1 intended should lie the basis of any negotiations that, might afterwards 
be entered into. This point was, Iberefore, more particularly addressed 
to Mahomed Akbar Khan, and the other Sirdars not being included in 
this arrangement were particularly specilied by name. 3'hLs will, jicrhajis, 
account for what the Sirdar supposes an omission. , Some parts of the 
commencement of your letter do not n^quirc an answer. 

* Note—Captain Mackenzie says the word " Nisard” alludes to the mob of 
Afl'glijins, whom the Sirdar means to .say be could not govern. 



Tlic circjmstanee of receiving a Persian memorandunf without seal or 
signature does not evince tliat confidence and good faith, which, ought to 
1)0 shown wliert! a good understanding between parties is desired. Pro- 
Usdion woidd always be aftbrded to the Sirdar’s person, if he break with 
his siii)))orters in consequence of tlie dcliwcry of tlie prisoners ; but I 
hail better, at once, answer tlie re(juests you liave mentioned. 

With regard to the first, it follows as a matter of course, that whenever 
wp agree to any terms, amnesty for the past will result. The second 
request aho’.it residing at Cahoo) and .lellalahad is out of place now ; it 
must depend upon eoiitingoiieies, and he discussed only after other and 
niore important points have been agreed upon. 

With refeiv'iiee to llie third napiest, the Sirilar Mahomed Akhar may 
lie assured that I would guarantee his personal safety' whenever lie may 
visit my camp ; liut liis doing so would require some preliminary'arrange- 
ineiit, unless he voluntarily claims our protection, in which case 1 could 
iimuc'diale'y arrange for his safety ami appeal to the (Jovernment in his 
lichalf. 

’j'he fourth reipiest riders to nndters entirely depending on future re¬ 
sults, and whiidi are known to God alone. It would, therefore, be vain 
to .sjicvulate on tliem at this stage of our negotiation. 

Willi regard to tiie fifth and sixth reipiests, I have already told you 
that 1 siqijiose tlie flirdar re,sis ids claim to any pre.scnt oti hi.s delivering 
up tiie prisoners, wliic.h, as 1 liave bctiire stated, will be the liest' evideiiee 
of good faitli, and a sincere wi.sh for favourable terins with the British 
Government. 

1 have aoconliiigly already mentioned tlie .sum of two lacs of rupees : 
the Sirdar Maliomed Akhar must recollect that he is desirous of obtain¬ 
ing the fi'uiales of Ids own family—the Britisli Government will not 
require any money to be jiaiil on tlieir aceouiit ; and I hereby guarantee 
that on all tlie prisoners being delivered over (o me, I will write to India 
f.iv the women of the Sirdar 'laliomed Akhar, and I have no doubt that 
my request will he complied with. 

As to the payment of the money for the pri.soiiers now with or in tlio 
power of Mahomed .Vkhar. it shall he iimde to any person tlie Sirdar 
may appoint to recei\e it. or it shairiie paid to Hindoos wlio can give 
olils on Caliool. 'fho good f.dth and honour of the British nation-is not 
d iubled, and I therefore Iierciiy pledge myself to pay the two lacs of 
r ijiees on account of Govennuent whenever the prisoners are made over 
to me. 

The news yon iia\<' heard from Cahool is not correct : perhajis you 
rel'er to some old news which 1 may liave ibrgotteu, but the latest iiew.s 
I have from good authority, is in I'very respect difl'ereut, and need not he 
mentioned here. 

You observe that the eimduet of the Sirdar in contimiing the negotia¬ 
tion, appears a proof of his smeerity—it evidently does show his desire 
to eome to lenns. 

You seem to think that the overtures as tiiey are, or in a modified 
form, should meet with immediate attention, and without reforeuee to 
Goverumenl, wliich latter eoiirsi' you surmise, might* cause the Sirdar to 
lireak off the iiegotiation. Tliis 1 ennnot believe ; because if, as I am 
to understand, tlie Sirdar is really sincere, lie will have the good sense to 
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know that one Oovernor-Geueral having gone, and his successor Lonf 
Ellenborough liaving scarcely completed his journey to the Upper Provin¬ 
ces, it is impossible he can have given me the full instructions he will do 
when he has considered the state of the country. 

When Bumes went in 1 S'iT, there was no change in the Government ; 
the same necessity, therefore, did not exist for receiving instructions. 

This is a point which you should carefully explain to the Sirdar, 
because it is of great importance that he should not be deceived. 

I have, he., 

. G. PoLUXJK. 

No. ,'124.— Jiftjor-Griwrnl Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellaluhad, May 12, 1812. 

Sir, —I have tlit; honour to forward a copy of a postscript, which I 
added to the lettiT which I addressed to Major Pottinger, relating to the 
.pxispners—copy of tlie letter has already been forwarded to you. 

■4 I liave, &(!., 

G. I’oi.nociv. 

No. 32d.— Posttcrijit of a letter from Major-General Pollock to 
3l(jor Pottiw/cr. 

Jellaluhad, Iklay 10, 18-12. 

P.S.—1 ought, in the body of this letter, to have rc()uc.sted of you to 
remind Mahomed Akliar Khan that tlie treatment which tlic princiiuil 
prisoner (General Elpliin.stoiie), of liigh rank and importance, met with, 
caused his death. He was in bad iiealtli, and at tlie time when he could 
not move without assistance he was hurried away from his residence, 
exposed to great heat and rain—his death was the conseipicnce—and the 
greatest solicitude is shown about the healtli of the Sirdar’s father, wlio 
has been removed, for the benefit of cool air, to Deyrali Dhoon ; the.se 
are facts which sliould weigh witli the Sirdar wdien he must know tliat lie 
is not swayed by any political consideration in retaining helidess females 
as prisoners ; indeed, the gentlemen he has possessed himself of, .are all 
of no importance, in a political point of view. » 

G. Pollock. 

No. 326.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Allahahul, May 10, 18-12. 

Sir, —The Governor-General direct.s me to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, dated the 8th instant, addressed to his Lordship, and inclos¬ 
ing certain letters relative to past events at Cabool, furnished to yon by 
Captain Maegregor, and communicating your opinion, while you request 
instructions from the Governor-General as to the course you should 
pursue. I 

2. Those instructions have already been furnished to you by my 
letters of the 25th and 28th of April, and of the 4th and 6th of May, 
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and by the orders you received from his Excellency tlie Commander-in- 
Ciiief, dated tlie 19th of April. 

3. As, however, notwithstanding your being in posses^n of sufficient 
instructions for your own guidance, it may be convenient that you should 
be fully informed of the general views of the Governor-General,' with 
respect to Affghanistan and the Sikhs, his Lordship has directed me to 
enclose!, for your own sole information, copies of letters addressed by me 
on the 27th ultimo, and on tlie 16th instant, to Mr. Clerk. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 

No. 327.—il/r. Maddock i<> Major-General Pollock. 

Allahahad, May 21, 1842. 

Snt,—Your letter of the 26th ultimo, having been mis-sent to Calcutta, 
was only riicoived by me; this day. 

2. Tliat letter incloses a copy of a letter from Major Pottingcr, how 
a |)risoner in the hands of Mahomed Akbar Khan, conveying a message 
from that person, and certain other Adghan chiefs, with the following 
three propositions :— 

First.—The Sirdar wishes to know, in the first place, if we will con¬ 
sent,to withdraw the greater part of our troops, and leave an agent, with 
a small body of men, to act with whomever the confederates maj' elect 
as chief ; in which choice they ])ro])osc to be guided by the wishes of the 
two factions in (iabool, and wish us to release Dost Mahomed Khan. 

Secondly.—They pro]iose that if the British Government have deter¬ 
mined on subje(!ting the I’ountry and continuing the war, the prisoners at 
jiresent in Allghanistan shall be exchanged for Dost Mahomed Khan, hi.s 
family and attendants, and that the issue be dependent on the sword. 

Tiiirdly.—In the event of cither of those projmsitions not being ap¬ 
proved of, they wish to know what terms wilt be granted to themselves 
individually : wliether we, in the»event of their submission, will confine 
lliem, send them to India, take hostages from thtmi, reduce their pay; or, 
in short, wluit they have to ex])ect from our clemency. 

3. Your answer to these ])ropositions ajipears to have referred only 
to two points,—the release of the prisoners in the hands of the Affghans, 
:ind the terms to be granted to certain cliicfs. 

4. To eliect tlie release of the prisoners you offered two lacs of 
rnjiees. 

d. You consented that three idiiefs, named by you (and mentioned'by 
Major Pottingcr as beitig W'ith Mahomed Akbar Khan), shall enjoy the 
advantages arising from the hereditary possessions. 

6. The Governor-General observes, that to the first of the proposi¬ 
tions so made it was evidently inconsistent with honor and safety to 
accede. 

7. Under the 13tli paragraph of the instructions isSued'^o you on 
the 2 1th of February (of which alone you were in possession on the 26th 
of April), you were authorised to speak of “ the rtdease of Dost Maho¬ 
med Khan as an event which, under various contingencies of circum¬ 
stances, might not be altogether impossible and the death of Shah 
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81i(Kjn, tlien kii<w*ii to j'ou, having (widciitly removed one obstacle to tlie 
i ( lease of Dost Mahomed Khan, it is to be regretted that you did not 
sj oak of that event, at least in the cautious terms yon were authorised 
to eni)iloy. 

1!. 'file third proposition was clearly one to which no reply could 
bo made. 

9. 'fhe instructions contained in my letter of the 25tli ultimo wHl 
have placed you at liberty to negotiate for a general exchange of priso¬ 
ners, not excluding Dost Mahomed Khan ; and it is the hope of the 
tiovenior-General that you may have been enabled to conclude an ar¬ 
rangement upon that basis. 

10. Undoubtedly, on the 26th of April, you remained authorised, by 
the instructions of the 2 1th of Februarv, to give money, on the public 
account, for the release of individual jirisoncrs ; and if, jireviously to the 
receipt of ray letter of the 2dth of Ajiril, you should have eonclndcd 
a negotiation for the release of any individual prisoners on that condition, 
the tioiernor-General would feel himself under tluj necessity of sane- 
tlolling any payment of money to which you may have then pledged your¬ 
self. After the receijit of that letter, you will, of course, in any furtluT 
negotiation, have adhered to the instructions contained in it. 

11. It c.annot blit Ik; a subject of inncli regret that you siiould have 
considered it to be nccessarv, under any clreumstanees, to have any eoni- 
munieaiioii wliafever of a difilomatie nature with Mahomed Akbar Khan, 
in whom it must bo impossible for any one to place any trust. 

I luive, &e., 

'f. 11. Maddock. 

No. 328. — Major-Gciianil. I\>Uock to Mr. JMad'lorh. 

• JeHaliihii/l, May 12, 1842. 

Sin,—have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter, dated 
Allahabad, 2dtli of April, 1842, relating to I lie ndeasc of prisoners. 

I take this op])ortuuity of stating that the despatch, dated l!)tli of 
April, alluded to in the ^coinpanying copy of a Icttc'r* which I have re¬ 
ceived from his Exeellcrihy the Coiiiiuaudci-iii-(Jlii(;f, has not been receiv¬ 
ed by me. 

I have, &<•., 

G. Pollock. 

No, 329.—A/r. Chrh to Mr. 2huhh<h. 

Camp, Juprawan, May 10, 1S4’2. 

SiK,—I have tiic lionor to transmit a eojiy of a letter I'rom Captain 
Lawrence, dated the 3rd instant, and with reference to its eontciit.s, 1 bt'g 
leave to alate that ! ascribe the backwardness of the Sikh authorities in 
tlie camp near i’esliawur to provide carriage in geueralto tlie Dritish 
Commissariat, to the expectation that all the carriage wliich they (;an 
eoinmand, and which is not e.vccssive, ouglit to be held available for 
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tliok- own troops in that (piarter, amounting to thirty tliousand men, and 
tlioir aversion to provide- bullocks in particular to a religious aud iiivinci- 
able repugnance to consign thorn to a kinc-killiiig country. 

Every instance advanced as exhibiting a want of accommodation on the 
])arl of Rajah Goolaub Slug strikes me rather as marking defects in our 
own Commissariat there. For instane.e, the grain bags, the use of which 
to Ali Musjid were offered by the Sikhs, which they could scarcely have 
expected to see again, if carried beyond Ali Musjid to the camp of a 
large array, where the article must be also in so great demand. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Cluuk. 


No. 330.— Mdjor-Gcncral Fulloch to Mr. Maxhloch. 

Jellaldluul, May 15, lS4'i. 

S:u,—1 have the honoftr to acknowledge the receipt pf your h'tter. 
dated the 28th ultimo, authorising me to treat for the release of jirisoners 
with a r/eydfto Goveipinnuit. I regret tliat the prisoners are not with 
the present ruler at Cabool (Fnfteii .lung), l)Ut, if he siiece.eds in his 
jiresent struggle, 1 think it very probable he may s(‘cure the pri^ners at 
Ca))ool, and his success will be the signal to jMahojued Akbar again to 
ask for lenus. 

I have, &e., 

G. Pollock. ' 


No. 331.— Mojor-Gnieral Pollock to 3fr. MadJock. 

Jellalabad, May 15, 1842. 

Srit,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the 2Sth ultimo, on the subji^et of Shah Shoojah’s death, and the 
i!npossiI)ility in tlu^ present unsetth'd state of atliiirs for the British 
Governraent to recognise any individual as the successor to the rao- 
uarehy. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 332.— 3[<jor-G(ncrtil Pollock to Lindcnatii-Cuhmcl Ltutrd. 

Jellulabad, May 14, 1842. 

Sin,—I hav(? the honor to transmit lierewitli a copy of a letter I have 
just received from the tieeretary to Governnuait ; also a copy of my 
reply. I trust I shall be exe.used for delaying a few days, after J niaj' be 
ready to move, to receive another letter from Goveiuiiuerit. Indeed, it is 
by no means certain that 1 shall have sufficient cattle to’ move, even 
tWien the rejdy from Government may iu-rrive, for 1 require ufwards of 
2,000 camels, not reckouing those which must carr^ grain ; it is, how¬ 
ever, probable I may obtain yahoos aud mules for grain. , 1 shall be glad 
if it so turn out, for camels do not thrive here. 



I trust the view,I have taken of our situation here will meet the ap¬ 
probation of his Excellency the Coiumander-in-Cliief. 

I have, &c., 

' G. Pollock. 

No. 3S3.— Lkiitcnaid-Colonel Laard to 3f<yo)-General Pollock. 

Simla, May 28, 1842.. 

Sir, —I have tliG^ honor to acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter, 
dated JelLilabad, 14th May, 1842, inclosing a copy of a letter from th(! 
Sec.rotary to Government, a^d your rejdy tliereto. 

In answer to your remark that you hojie the view yon have taken of 
your situation will meet the approbation of the Commandcr-in-Cliief, I 
am desired by his Excellency to state that his i)|der to you, dated 29th 
April, to withdraw the force und(!r your connnand from Affghhuistau, 
was sent undei\ authority of the Govcruoi’-G(nn!ral of India (as th(‘re- 
in stated, dateif 19th Aiiril, 1842), and his Lordship has since approved 
of tlu! spirit and wording of that ord(!r. His Excellency cannot observe, 
from Mr. Secretary Maddock's letter of IJSth Ajiril, that any disen'tion- 
ary j)ower was conveyed to you ; on the contrary, you are therci)i told 
that, evcifhad yo^ advanced upon Cabool, his Lordshijfs ariew, previously 
taken, of the policy to be ))ursued, that is, *• withdrawing at the earliest 
practicable period .lyithin tlio Khyber Pass,” reinainetl unaltered. 

Mr. Maddock’s letter of the 4th and (1th instant rei>eat this o])inion. 

On the 14thinstant, by the Gonmiander-iu-Chiefs order, I apprised 
you of the arraugcraents intended, to makp your troqis more coinlivrtabh! 
when they had crossed the I Ildus : from 4hi.s you will perceive that no 
change had taken place up to that date : tlmso arrangements have now 
been approved by his Lordship in a letter of the 20tli. The idephants 
and bearers wiU in part be assembled at Fero/epore ; but his Excellency 
fears th.at your long d(day, after the receipt of his instructions of the 
29th ultimo, will not allow of any troops passing through the Punjaub, 
though so much desired. 

At all events, aid of all kinds may be given to you wUen you cnt<!r the 
Sikh country, which would havi; been iinjiracticaWe had the Khyber 
Pass beeir again closed in your rear. 

V I haye^ &c., 

‘ J. Luakd. 


No. 334.—*3/;-. Maddoch to Mr. Clerk. 

Allahabad, May 2,8, 1842. 

Sib, —The accounts transmitted in your letter of the Kith instant, 
just received, of the acts of insubordination which .have taken place 
amongst the Sikh troops at Pcshawur, sub.sequcntly to the departure of 
Ilajah Gctilaub Sing, Iiave given the Goveruor-Geucral much dis- 
(piietude. His Lordsliip fears that the difficulties already so groat in 
procuring provisions ami carriage for the British army will be most seri¬ 
ously increased. 



361 


2. TJie Governor-General always viewed with muclw uneasiness the 
presence of a Sikh force so unnecessarily large at Peshawur, and he 
would be glad to see it diminished by any extensive grants of furlough. 
Ilis Lordship desires that you will take an , opportunity of expressing 
to the Maha Rajah his high sense of the energy displayed by his High¬ 
ness, under these circumstances, in proceeding in jperson towards Pesha¬ 
wur, as well as of the provident wisdom evinced by his Highness in the 
measures which have been taken for bringing forward the means of car¬ 
riage and supply. 

3. Tlie Governor-General has learnt with surprise that, in your’ opin¬ 
ion, “ the cause of the Sikh army being so numerous at Peshawur is to 
be found in tl»e irregular longings so often manifested by our authorities 
to obtain possession of Peshawur.” 

4. You are c.\pressly autliorised to give to the Maha Rajah the assur- 
aii(!es of the Governor-General tliat his Government entertains no wish 
to possess or occupy any ])ortion wliatever of iiis Highness’s dominions, 
and is desirous only that his Highness should long retain tiiem all in 
lionor and prosperity,—the faithful ally of the British Government, as 
his great predecessor, the Maha Rajah Runjeet Sing, was for many 
years. 

I liave,- &c., 

T. II. M.tDDOCK. 


No. 335.— Mr. MiuhJock to Mr. Clerk. ■ 

Allahabad, Matj 28, 1842. 

Sir, —The ^overnor-Gcneral.is apprehensive that Major-General Pol¬ 
lock may experience some dithculties in his endeavours to procure car¬ 
riage and supplies, from a deiicieucy of treasure. 

2. If you should have reason to think that this is the case, you are 
authorised to take such means as, in the [)resent state of the Sikh coun¬ 
try and its army, may ap{>ear to you to be most secure, for the purpose 
of forwarding to the Major-General the sum of ten lacs of treasure. 

I have, Ikc., 

T. H. Mjvddock. 


No. 336.— The Gucernor-Gcueral of India to General Sir Jasper 

Nicolls. 

AUahabatl, May 23, 1842. 

Grnerai., —Under the apprehension that Major-General Pollock maybe 
m want of treasure, and so subjected to great difficulties in the procur¬ 
ing of carriage and suj)plies (in the present disorganised state of the 
Sikh army in his rear), 1 have authorised Mr. Clerk to send^n lacs to 
the Major-General, in such manner as he may deem most sorare. 

2. As a payment of ten lacs will be immediately made to the Sikh 
Government on account of sums received for them fjom Sinde, and tliat 
sura is now at Ferozepore, Mr. Clerk will probably be eiilibled to take 
udvantage of any escort the Maha Rajah may send for that sum, to pro- 
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tect the transport of the treasure intended for Major-General Pollock : 
such, at least, is Mr. Clerk’s opinion. 

3. I hiive suggested to Mr. Clerk that it would be well to induce the 
Sikh Government to grant extensive furloughs to their troops at 
Peshawur. 

4. 1 have removed,.,! tnist, by the declaration I have made, the aj)- 
prehension which appears to have been entertained that the British 
Government desired to have possession of Peshawur. This apprehen¬ 
sion, in Mi". Clerk’s opinion, led to the congregating of so large a Sikh 
force there. 

5. All these events and <!ircurastances only m.ake mo the more 
earnestly desire the speedy return of Major-General Pollock’s army to 
the Sutltj. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenborough. 


No. 337.— Ml'. Maddock to Mr. Clcrli. 

AUahahad, May 25, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 16th instant. No. , wherein you state that you arc; using every 
exertion to apply the means of the Sikh Government, in men and money, 
to maintain the passage of the Khyber Pass, and express your opinion 
that it should rest with General Pollock, to discriminate between what 
portions of that duty should be assigned to the Sikhs, what to the. Political 
Agent under him for negociatiou, and wliat to the troops newly enter¬ 
tained or to be entertained by him, and suggest tliat the Major-General 
should be authorised to direct as many more men, such as those under 
Captain Thomas, as he thinks proper, to be raised. 

2. I am directed by the Governor-General to refer you to tlie following 
passage in the letter, dated the lotli of March, 1842, Irom the Governor- 
General in Council to the Commander-in chief, which letter has been 
communicated to you ;— 

“ His Lordship in Council cannot sanction tlie occupation of an 
advanced position beyond the Khyber Pass by Major-General Pollock, 
unless that General should be satiehed that he can,—without depending 
upon the forbearance of the tribes near the Pass, which, obtained only by 
purchase, must, under all circumstances, be precarious, and without 
depending upon the fidelity of tiie Sikh Chiefs, or upon the jiower of 
those chiefs to restrain their troops, upon neither of wliich can any re¬ 
liance be safely placed,—feci assured that he can, by his own strength, 
overawe or overcome all who m^y dispute the Pass, and keep up at all 
times his communication with Peshawur and the Indus. 

3. The Governor-General has never seen reason to alter the (pinion 
thus expreftd. 

4. The recent insubordination amongst the Sikh troops has, in one 
important respect, shown the correctness of that opinion, and has increas¬ 
ed the Goveraor-Gttneral’s desire to ace the troops under Major-General 
Pollock again in possession of easy and certain communication with 
India, an object which his Lordship can have no doubt that the Major- 
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General will, in obedience to his instructions and to thri clearest dictates 
of military prudence, endeavour to etfect at the earliest period. 

5. The Major-General is already empowered to add to the irregular 
force under his command. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 338.— Mr. Mcuhlock to the Secretary to the Gmemment of 
India at Fort William. 

Allahahad, May 26, 1B42. 

Silt,—The Governor-General deems it right to impress upon every officer 
employed either in the military or political service of the Government 
tlie necessity of preserving absolute secrecy in all matters of a military 
or political nature which may officially come to his knowledge. Such 
secrecy, the want of which is at all times disparaging and injurious to a 
government, is at the jiresent moment essential to the success of mea¬ 
sures upon which the safety of armies may depend. 

2. The comparative unimportance of all movements of troops, and of 
most political transactions during a long and profund peace, may gradu¬ 
ally have led to i^ie habit of inconsiderately divulging the orders and 
intentions of the Government, but this cannot be done witliout the most 
extensive injury to the State in time of actual or apprehended war, or at 
a period of great political excitement ; and the Governor-General must 
observe that offiiairs, whose knowledge is limited to what comes before 
tliem in their official capacity, are not competent judges of the impor¬ 
tance of the several facts thus brought to their knowledge ; and, in 
divulging that which to them may seem little and unimportant, they may 
really be divulging that which, taken in conjunction with other facts not 
known to them, may convey very valuable intelligence to the enemy. 

3. The Governor-General hopes that it will be enough thus to convey 
his opinion to the several higher officers of the military and politicid 
departments to secure their own absolute secrecy and their active aid in 
preventing the publicity which, through the means of their subordinates, 
may be given to matters of high public concernment. 

, I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 339.— Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clerk. 

Allahabad, May 26, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 18th instant, informing me that the Lahore Government evinces con¬ 
siderable desire to receive possession of either Jellalabad, Cabool, or 
both ; but that, before ‘ engaging definitively to hold Jellalabad, tlie Dur¬ 
bar is anxious to ascertain the views of the British Government for the 
linal adjustment of the entire Alfghan question. « 

2. The letter addressed to you by me, on the 16th insf»nt, will have 
placed you in possession of the Governor-General’s views upon the sub- 
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ject, and you are* thereby instructed to endeavour to bring the Laliorc 
Government to entertain similar views, namely,—that the future object 
of the policy of the two Governments should be to maintain Affghanistan 
in that state in which it may be unable to do anything against us, and 
that the visionary design should be foregone of placing it in a state in 
whieh it should possess power, and be content to use it against invaders 
from the West, without entertaining any designs of ambition against its 
neighbours in Jhe East, 

3. You have likewise been informed, by my letter of the 27th ultimo, 
that, if the Lahore Government, or the Juramoo Rajahs, witli its permis¬ 
sion, should be desirous of adding to its dominion the territory lying 
between the right bank of tlie Indus, the Sutfeed Koh range, and the 
Himalaya, the British Government would, under present circumstances, 
not object to the carrying of that object into effect, and would facilitate 
its accomplishment by placing Jellalabad in the hands of the Sikhs. 

4. But that place can iu no case be evacuated by the British troojis 
one hour sooner than may be deemed consistent with their safety to give 
it up. 

5. ' If the Lahore Government should be disposed to entertain these 
views, and to employ on its own account its too numerous army for the 
purpose of making tliese ae(|uisitions, tending so iiiuch fp its renown, the 
formation of a British anny upon the Sutlej would strongly contribute to 
the maintenance of trampiillity amongst tlie Sindluiwalla chiefs. 

6. But, as a true friend of tlie Lahore Government the Governor- 
General would not advise it to engage in new designs for the acquisition 
of territory beyond the Indus, and, at the same time, to jtroject conquests 
beyond the Ilimahiya. You have been already informed tliat the 
Governor-General will not engage iu an armed intervention between tlie 
Sikhs and the Chinese, although his Lordsliip is willing to use his good 
offices for their reconciliation. 

7. The Govenior-General is prci)ared, therefore, to facilitate all the 
reasonable objects which the Lahore Government may entertain. It 
appears to the Governor-General that it would be most desirable that the 
Sikh army should not block up tlie Khylier Pass in the rear of Major- 
General Pollock, but either occupy positions in his front, or on the left 
bank of the Cabool river, so that it miglit at Once iie'put in possession 
of the territory which may ultimately be annexed to tlie Lahore 
dominions. 

8. To place a considerable force of Sikhs, in the present disorganized 
state of the Sikh army, in the rear of Major-General Pollock’s position at 
JeUalabad, and between him and the mouth of the Pass, seems to be a 
measure fraught with danger, and, if it should produce no other effect, 
must seriously interfere yvith the present supply of Major-General 
Pollock’s array. 

9. That army has not the means of moving in advance, even if it were 
strong eno^h to do so, holding the passes in its rear, and securing, as it 
advanced, the several points which must be occupied in succession, to 
maintain its communication with India. 

10. A British many must not depend, for the maintenance of its 
communications, upon the. precarious discipline of Sikhs, and the yet 
more precarious fidelity of Afreedees. it must depend iqion its own 



365 


intrinsic strength; and, if that strength neither is, ,nor can be 
sufficient for the purpose, retirement, at the earliest period consistei; t 
with the health of the troops, however painful that retirement may be, 
will be found the safest, and, in the end, the most honourable course for 
it Va pursue. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 340.— Mr, RIaddoch to Mr. Clerk. 

Allahabad, May 27, 1842. 

Sib, —The Governor-General has observed that in the letter of the 
Maha Bnjah, dated the 5th May, in your letter in reply to the same, and 
in the reported conversations of Rajah Goolaub Sing, the Sikh troops 
which appear to have been ordered to advance through the Khyber Pass 
are termed the “ stipulated troops.” 

2. There is no stipulation between the British Government and the 
Lahore Government wi(^ respect to the advance of any Sikh troops, or 
to the service of any Sikh troops with the British army. 

3. The stipulation contained in the 15th article of the tripartite 
treaty, for holding in readiness a' body of 5,000 Mahomedans for the 
support of the late Shall, must of necessity have now ceased to have effect, 
wlien the Shah has been murdered, and no successor to the throne has 
been recognised by either Government, when therefore there is no object 
whatever under that treaty for which such troops thereby stipulated could 
be employed. 

4. The inconsiderate adoption of this expression may lead the Lahore 
Government or its officers to the erroneous supjiosition that the Britisli 
Government still deems the tripartite treaty, or part thereof, to be iii 
force, whereas with respect to the provision*in the 15th article of that 
treaty the Governor-General entertains doubts whether it has ever been 
observed so as to give the Lahye Government a just claim to the payment 
of any p.art of the annual sum thereby guaranteed to the Lahore Govern¬ 
ment ; and, with respect to the treaty generally, the Governor-General 
has no doubt that oi^e of the contracting parties, in whose behalf and in 
whose favor it was executed, being no longer in existence, and there being 
no successor to such contracting party capable of executing its provisions, 
the treaty is, as regards the future, altogether abrogated and null. 

I have, &c., 

T. IL Maddock. 

No. 341.— Mr. Madtlock to Major-General Pollock. 

AUdhahad, May 29, 1842. 

Sib, —The Governor-General has experienced much disappointment at 
not receiving from you, from time to time since your arrival at Jellalabad, 
detailed statements of the condition of the army under your command, 
showing the number of effectives present, and of sick, and your means of 
supply and movement; and his Lordshij* directs me to request that such 
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statements may b(( regularly and frequently transmitted to him, together 
with a report of the actual position of the several parties in Upper 
Afghanistan. 

have, &c., 

T. II. Maddoc»i 

No. 342.— Mr. Clerk to Mr. Maddock. 

Bttuseean, May 21, 1842. * 
Sib, —I have the honor to transmit, for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, copy of a letter addressed to Major- 
General Pollock, C.B., on the 18th instant. 

I have, &c., 

G. Clekk. 


No. 343.— Mr. Clerk to Major-General Pollock. 

^asscean. May 18, 1842. 

Sir, —With reference to the instructions of Government, addressed to 
you on the 3d instant, I have the honor to inform you that the Sikh 
Government is, at present, not prepared to aceppt the occupation of 
Jellelubad. 

2. It seems that the Sikh Government would be glad to accept that, 

or any other fortress in Affghanistan, which the British Government 
might determine on abandoning ; but that it feels there would be much 
indiscretion in stopping in a prominent position in that country until a 
declaration, by the British Government, of its ultimate views there, sliould 
enable the Sikhs to render their measures for the security of such posi¬ 
tions more or less extensive and circumspect, according to the nature of 
those views. * 

3. Nevertheless, should you be absolutely withdrawing from Jellala- 

bad to India, I think the Sikhs would^ without further explanation of 
future plans, accept Jellalabad from you ; and I think it would be in 
accordance with the intentions of the Governor-General that you shold, at 
such a time, ofibr it to them. , 

4. I have not opened myself any negotiation with the Sikh Durbear 
on this subject, on such grounds ; for I do not believe that, with the 
negotiations pending in your front, you will withdraw ; or that, if such 
causes did not detain you, you could now withdraw, with due regard, to 
considerations relating to the health of your troops, as adverted to in the 
fourth par^raph of the instructions in Mr. Maddock’s letter of the 4th 
instant, to your address. 

I have, &c., 

George Clerk. 

No. 344.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

^ Allahahad, May 29, 1842. 

Sir, —The Governor-General has observed that, in a letter addressed 
to you by Mr. Clerk on the 18tii instant, that gentleman remarks that 
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“ he does not believe that, with the negociations pending in your front, 
you will withdraw.” 

2. As Mr. Clerk was on the 18th instant, in possession of the ojrders 
addressed to you by the Comniander-in-Chief on the 29th ultimo, the 
Governor-General infers that in so expressing his “ belief that you would 
not withdraw with tlie negotiations i)ending in your front,” he had in 
view the paragraphs in tliose orders which relate to negotiations for the 
release of the prisoners, wliicli paragraphs are in these words :— 

“ The only circumstances whicli can authorise delay in obeying this 
order, are :—1st. That you may have brought a negotiation for the 
release of the prisoners lately confined at Buddcabad, to such a point 
tliat you miglit risk its happy accomplishment by witlidrawing.” Further 
on :— 

“ I do not recommend delay in the first case, unless the prisoners are 
actually on the way to your camp, as no faith can be placed in Afighan 
l)roiniscs or oaths.” Further on again :— 

P. 6. “ I allude entirely to the officers and ladies now, or lately, at 

Buddeabad, of its vicinity ; tliose at Cabool cannot, I think, be. saved 
by any treaty or agreement made under existing cii^cumstances at 
Jellalabad.” 

3. All these instructions obviously relate to negotiations almost 
brought to accomplishment at the time of your receiving the Comman- 
der-in-Chiefs letter, not to negotiations which might then be pending, 
and of dubious event, still less to any which might be subsequently 
instituted. 

4. The Governor-General is only at present acquainted with certain 
proijositioiis having been made by Mahomed Akbar Khan (the Affghan, 
of all others, in whose promises and oaths no faith can be placed), to 
which you replied, through Major Pottinger, by the postscript to another 
letter from you to Major Pottinger, conveying a message to the same 
MaJiomed Akbar Khan. 

5. Nothing has come to his Lordship’s knowledge which could lead 
to the conclusion that any negotiations with Mahomed Akbar Khan ever 
had been in the state which alone could have justified delay in withdraw¬ 
ing, in pursuance of the extracts I have cited from the Commander-in- 
tihief’s instructions to you, of the 29th ultimo. 

6. The Governor-General does not suppose that you can have misun¬ 
derstood those instructions ; but, if the observation in Mr. Clerk’s letter 
of the 18th instant had been suffered to pass in silence, that silence might 
have appeared to be acquiescence in a wrong interpretation, and you 
might possibly have been so misled into adopting it. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. M.tDDOCK. 


No. 345.— Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clerk.- 

Allahabad, May 29, 1842. 

Sra,—The Governor-General is desirous that no time should be lost in 
acquainting the Maha Rajah with the intention of assembling an army of 
reserve upon, or near, tlie Sutlej, at the end of the cold season, as his 



iKtrdship is of optnioii that, it would be desirable at once to announce 
that intention publicly. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 346.— Major-General Pollock to Air. MnddocL 

, Jellalabad, May 19 1842. 

SiK,—I have tliis day recenved a copy of your disj)atcli (No. 26, of 
1842), dated 27th ultimo, to Mr. Clerk, in which it is proposed tliat 
Jellalabad may be made over to the Sikhs. Such a measure would great¬ 
ly facilitate the withdrawal of our troops from Affghanistan, as the Sikhs, 
for their own interest, would secure tlie Khybcr Pass. 

In any such arrangement it appears to me that the retrograde move¬ 
ment of our troops should be delayed till a more favorable season. At 
the present time, there is great scarcity of water in the Pass, and the 
troops would suffer much in consecpience ; and, moreover, the negotia¬ 
tions for the release of the prisoners would be materially adected by 
retracing our steps now. * 

I am averse to having the Sikhs in n)y neigJd)ourhood, cn account of 
forage and supplies, but liave suggested their advancing to the vicinity of 
Pesh Bolak or to Ali Liighman. I have preferred the former jdace, 
because the Malliks of Kote refuse to pay the revenue, and the proximity 
of any force to Kotc is likely to produce the desired e.tl'ect, without the 
necessity of my moving the British troo])s at this season more than is 
absolutely necessary. I shall be glad if any arrangement which may be 
made, touching the delivery of the fort of Jellalabad to the Siklis, be 
kept secret, as its being known would operate against the release of the 
prisoners, and the fort should not be made over until our troops actually 
retire. 

I have no intention of sending troops to Bazaar and Chora at present. 
They must necessarily go without tents ; and although two days only are 
mentioned, they might be detained longer ; and at this season, uidess 
absolutely necessary, I think it would l)e an injudicious exposure of men 
to obtain a doubtftd object. 

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter from Cajdain Mack(!son to my 
address, and copy of a letter from Captain Lawrence to the address of 
Mr. Clerk. 

I have, &e., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 347.— Alujor-General Pollock to Mr, Maddock. 

Jellalahad, May 20, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
■dated the —th instant, on the subject of my withdrawing from Jellalabad 
to Peshawur ; the diiqiatch of the 19th ultimo 1 have not yet received. 

I have already in my letter, dated the L'lth instant, entered on the sub¬ 
ject, and must receive a reply before I shall be able to move. 
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I have endeavoured to procure camels here, and* have written to 
IVsshawur ; but I fear I cannot exj>ect more tlian 40(), including those 
coming from Ferozepore ; and unless more be sent from the provinces, 

] don’t know where to look for tlieni ; I have been able to purchase only 
a f(W here, and am therefore unable to move the whole force. 

In order to meet the wishes of Cioverunient by retiring, the first object 
would be to secure the Kliybcr Pass with our own troops, leaving one 
regiment at Ali Musjid, and two at Lundi Khana, one of the latter being 
Europeans. I should also be obliged to send several hundred camels 
laden to Peshawur, with superfluous stores, which must return to take 
baggage, &c., of the force; but even then, 1 should not be able to move 
the remainder. I shall therefore be glad if any letter from Government 
may authorise my remaining till October or November, in which case 
General Nott should also bo directed to remain. 

Although I do not think the troops sutler more in marching in hot 
weather than in a standing camp, yet I should be glad to spare them a 
march to Peshawur, iit this season, certainly not more healthy than this 
])lace, for there arc difficulties now which we should not experience in 
October or Novenber. At present there is a great scarcity of water in 
the j)ass ; from Lundi Khana to Ali Musjid there is hardly a drop. At 
the top of Lundi Khana there are two wells ; but they could not supply 
water for a third of this force, and that only for a short time. The 
water below, on this side, is scantily supplied, and I fear there would 
liardly bo suHicieut for the troops on arriving there, and they would 
reipiire to hvke on a large quantity. I am glad to say that supplies 
come in jilentifully, and 1 have now upwards of forty days’ attah and 
rice on iidl rations ; on this score, therefore, I have no fear : and if, in 
the mean time, exertions are made to send me camels, elephants, mules, 
or yahoos, I will move back whenever a good opportunity oilers. 

With regard to the Pass, tlie Sikhs being desirous of cotning to this 
side of it, will, I doubt not hold it on their own account; and if .hdlalabad 
he made over to them, it will greatly facilitate our return to Peshawur. 

1 have been witli tlie Commissariat Officer for some hours, endeavour¬ 
ing to make some arrangement by wJiicli I could move, but without 
success. 

I have, &c., 

G. PoLLOClv. 


, No. 348.— Major-Gviicral Pollock to Mr. Miuldock. 

JeUalahad, May 20, 1842. 

Sir,—I have the honor to acdiiiowlcdge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the 4th instant, authorising me to jmrehase caniels ; a few have 
heen purchased, and 1 hope the natives will be induced to bring them in 
greater numbers when they find a ready sale. 

I hawe, &c., 

* G. Pollock. 


X X 
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No. .349*.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock, 

Jellalahad, May 20, 1842. 

Sm,—1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the 30th of April, 1842, on the subject of the dragoon regiment. 
''A number of grass-c.utters have Iteeti engaged ; and I have written to 
Peshawur for men, if procurable ; in tlu‘ mean time, tlie horses are daily 
improving on bhoosa mixed with grass. I hope soon to see them in as 
good condition as any (Rivalry liorses here. 

I have, &e., 

G. PoiArOCK. 

No. 3o0.— Mr. Maddock to Major-Gcricrnl Pollock. 

AUahahad, Jwte 1, 1842. 

Sra,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter of the 
20th ultimo, and to express the extreme regret of the Governor-General, 
that yonr army should be so deficient in carriage as you re])resent, and 
thus unable to move. 

2. Tlie retirement of your army immediately after tlic victory gained 
by Sir Robert Sale, tlie forcing of the Kliyber Pass, and the relief of 
Jellalabad, would have had the aiipcarance of a military operation suc¬ 
cessfully accomplished, and even triumphantly achieved. 

3. Its retirement, after six months of inaction, before a following 
army of Affghans, will have an appearance of a different and less advan¬ 
tageous eharacter. 

4. It would be desirable, undoubtedly, that before finally (juitting 
Aflghanistaty you should have an opportunity of .striking a blow at the 
enemy ; and since circumstances seem to compel you to remain there till 
October, the Governor-General earnestly hopes that you may be enabled 
to draw the enemy into a position in which yon may strike such a blow 
effectually. Yon have already full ))owers to do everything you may 
deem necessary for the comfort of your troOps, and for their efficiency. 

5. The otHcers, termed Political Agents, well acipiainted with the 
country, and with the people, tire at your di.sposid, for the purpose of 
aiding you in the equipment of your army. 

6. The Governor-General will request the Commander-in-Chief to 
select an officer who may be solely responsil)le for tin? proctiring for your 
army of the means of movement, and bring into ettitneut co-oiM:ration 
all the several persons now ein|)loyed for that purpose. 'I'his offic(?r will 
be directed to report weekly to the Governor-General, and the Com'- 
mander-in-Chief, and to you. 

It will be for your consideration whether your large army, one-half 
of which would beat, in open field, everything that could be brought 
against it in Affghanistan, should remain entirely inactive during the 
period which must now ap})ar(!ntly elapse before it can finally retire. 
Although you may not have, or soon be able to prfwjure the means of 
moving your whole army, you may possibly be able to move a part of it 
rapidly against soma portion of the enemy’s force incautiously ex{K)sed, 
and of giving it a severe blow. 
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8. You may possibly be able to throw a portion pf your force over 
the Cabool river, for tiie purpose of a chuppow. and of bringing in' 
prisoners of importance, whom you may use in excliange. You may 
make your strength severely felt by sallies of this description, should 
they be practicable, and crejite a strong desire, on the part of the enemy, 
to induce you to leave the country. 

9. You will recollect, in all you may undertake, that you must keep 
your communications in your own power, and not depend upon Siklis or 
Afrcedees. 

10. The Sikhs you will endeavour to induce to occupy the left bank 
of the Cabool river, so that the road to your rear may be always unen¬ 
cumbered and free. 

11. You have properly no political duties ; you are to be governed 
by military considerations alone, to make the force you have at your 
disposal felt by tin; enemy, whenever you can, and withdraw it at the 
earliest period, consistently with its health and elficienc.y, into positions 
wherein you may Itnve easy and certain communication with India. The 
c.\ccution of these military objects will, of itself, accomplish all the 
political objects which the Government now has in Affghanistan. 

12. It has already been intimated to General Nott that it is expected 
that considerations, connected with the seuson and the health of his 
troojis, will not enable him to withdraw below the passes till October. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. M.'Vwdock. 


No. 3,01.— Mr. Moddock to Major-Gaueral Nott. 

Allahabcul, June 1, 1842. 

Siu,—I am directed to inform you that, in consequence of the very 
directive state of the means of movement possessed by Major-General 
Pollock, it appears to be out of his i)ower to retire from Jellalabad until 
October, when his retirement will certainly take jdace. , 

2. You will hike care that the garrisons of Kclat-i-Ghilzie and 
Ghiriskh shall be drawn away in sych time as to enable you to move your 
army towards Sukkur as soon as tlie season will permit. 

3. Every effort will be made by Major Outram to procure for you 
sufficient means of movement. 

1 have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 332.— Mr. Maddock to Major Outram. 

Allahabad, June 1, 1842. 

Sir,— In communicating to you a copy of a letter this day addressed 
by me to Major-General Nott, I am directed to remind you that, it 
being necessary at the same time to provide the means of movement for 
Major-General Pollock’s army, as well as Major-General Nott’s, and like¬ 
wise probably to move a large body of troops to a camp on, or near the 
Sutlej, it is desirable that the several officers charged with the procuring 

XX 2 
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of carat'ls (iiul oflicr nnitnnls for these several puri)oses should confine 
themselves to i)articular jiortions of couutrj’, and not bid against each 
other. 

2. You will, therefore, on your part, or on that of your subordinate 
officers, not make any purchases of animals, or engage any on hire, in the 
country to the eastward of Mitton Kote, and of the state of Jessulmere, 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Mawdock. 


No. 353.— T/tc Gon‘rnor-Gi’>U'ral of India to General Sir Jasper 

Nieolk 

Allahabad, June I, 1842. 

General, —In communicating to your Exccllemry copies of the sm eral 
letters addressed by my direction fliis day to Major-General I’ollock, 
JMajor-Geiieral.Nott, and iMajor Outran), 1 Iiave to s'liggest to you the 
e.xpedicncy of intrusting to some one otficcr the sole duty, and thus 
imposing upon him the sole resjxmsibility of niiikiug such purchases and 
hirings of camels, and other aninnils, as may be ropdred for the effectual 
equipment of General Pollock's foire, of jilucing iill the oRioe'rs now 
cmjiloye.d for such purjtoses, whether politieid or miliUu'y, in communica¬ 
tion with, and (for such purjuises) in subordination to, such chief oHicer, 
and of directing such el)ief oWicer to funds!) to your excellency, to me, 
and to Major-Geiiei-al Pollock, weekly returns of his jiroceedings, show¬ 
ing the number of e;icli description of aniTiials with Major-General 
Pollock, and on the route to join him ; the probable jieriod of iirrival ; 
tlie probable position at the date of return ; the number and descriiition 
of persons accompanying tlic several convoys of iuiinnils, and under 
what terms engaged ; and the cost of the animals, if purchased,—their, 
hire, if hiri'd,—shouhl be annexed. 

The otbeer selected by your Excellency should take care not to draw 
any su])plies of aniniiils fi'wn tl)e counti’y to the west of Mittun Kote 
and to the west of the States of IJhawnlpore, Bickanerc, and .Jcypoi’e. 
which has been allotted to Major Outfeam, for the use of tlie army of 
Major-General Nott. 

The extreme deficiency of aniniiils which ajipcars to exist with the 
army under Major-General Pollock, and the necessity of providing iit 
once for his wants, and for those of Major-Ge.neral Nott, irwy render it 
difficult and cxjiensive, to a great degree, to bring together the projioscd 
iirmy ol' reserve. Certainly, that army would only begin to move at the 
time when all the animals rcriuired for the armies beyond the Indus must 
be already with tiiem, and it might draw its animals from other portions 
of territory : still, I iiiiprehend, there would be very considerable ditli- 
culty in equipping it. . 

As the ajipoiutment of an officer with such high re.sponsibility, and 
such important duties, is necessarily unusual, I am disposed to think that 
it would be perfectly justifiable to deptirt from usual rules in the selec¬ 
tion of him ; and, if, your Excellency shouhl be of ojiinion that Major- 
General Battine, who commands at Ferozcpoi'e, and of vvhom 1 have 
heard a high character, would be most competent to perforju the duty, or 
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if your Excellency would intrust it to the Quarter-Master-Gcnenil, I 
shall be prepared to do anything that may be required for the purpose of 
aflbrding to him all the requisite authority. 

The cause of the whole mischiefj is the having hired, camels to Jellala- 
bad, only with the condition that, immediately on arriving there, they 
should be sent back to Peshawur ; so that in no case could, they have 
been used for an advance, and for retirement only, in the event of its 
being iniinediatc. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenborocgii. 

No. 354— Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clcrh.. 

Allahabad, June I, 1842. 

Siu,—I am directed by the Governor-General to communicate to you 
a coi)y of a letter addressed by his Lordship, this day, to his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Cliief. 

2. You will, of course, give, as indeed you have done, every aid in 
the procuring of the necessary equipment in animals for Major-General 
Pollock’s army, and communicate confidentially, and zealously co-operate 
with any oflicer whom, at the reejuest of the Covernor-Gemu’al, his 
Excellency may charge with the duty of superintending in chief the 
(;quipmont of the army at Jellalabad. 

3. The Got crnor-General entertains much doubt, whether it will be 
possible to furnish, at the same time, with the means of movement, two 
armies in the field, and the proposed army of reserve ; but his Lordship 
would forego with much regret the intention of bringing together the 
army of reserve at the place, and of the force, already indicated to you, 
as he attaches great importance to it. 

I have, &c., 

T. 11. Maddock. 

No. 355.— Mr. Muddorh to Mr. Clerk. 

Allahabad, June 4, 1842. 

Sin,—The obtaining of a sufficient supply of animals of burthen and 
draught for the use of Major-General Pollock’s army is deemed by the 
Governor-General to be, at the present moment, the matter of most 
importance, inasmuch as that army, without such means of movement, 
is not only in a state of necessary inactivity^ but in one of danger. 

2. The Governor-General is satisfied that your most zealous exertions 

will be directed, in communication with the officer who may be especially 
made responsible for the management of this branch of the service, to the 
accomplishment of this essential object ; and the Governor-General 
invites you to acquaint him forthwith with your views upon the subject, 
and with such calculation as you may be enabled to make of the means 
of movement which, before the 1st of October, may be phiced at Major- 
General Pollock’s disposal. , 

3. The number of camels, whereby the five brigades were accompa¬ 
nied, appears to liave been about 4,000, whereof 1,600 only were Go- 
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vemment prpperfjf; and all the hired camels, it is to be feared, have been 
withdrawn, while considerable losses have taken jdace amongst the 
camels which were Government property. The brigade under Major- 
General Sale likewise requires the means of movement, as it is appre¬ 
hended that the Major-General was under the necessity of destroying the 
few camels.he had some days previous to his victory of the 7th of April. 
Captain Mackeson appears to have been eminently misuccessful in pro¬ 
curing camels at Peshawur. 

4. Another matter of great importance, with a view to the retirement 
of the army of Major-General Pollock across the Punjaub, is the prepara¬ 
tion of boats in sufticient number, and of ample size, for the passage bf 
the several rivers. The Governor-General desires that there should, if 
possible, be procured ample means of passing all the rivers by more than 
one bridge. 

5. The Major-General commanding in Affghaiiistan will, in due time, 
communicate to you at what points he may be desirous of having such 
bridges prepared, as he may see fit to move his army by more tlian one 
route. 

6. The provisioning of the army on its march across the Punjaub is 
also a subject for previous prep.u'ation. If provisions can be collected at 
various points upon the route, the means of transirort may be proportion¬ 
ately diminished ; but the army should, at all times carry with it, even 
under the most favourable circumstances, provisions for fourteen days, so 
that it may be at all times iudepcndent, and capable of acting as a 
military body. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 356.— Mr. Maddock to Major Ontram. 

Allahabad, June 4, 1842. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Governor-General to request that you will 
report regularly and fretjuently respecting the camels and baggage-cattle 
with the troops, above and below the Pass, and upon the steps in course 
of being taken for adding to the ftieans of carriiJge. 

2. His Lordship desires that, as soon as a sufficient number of cattle 
shall have been provided for the wants of Major-General Nott’s force, all 
further supplies of carriage and baggage-cattle should be directed to the 
north-western frontier, where there will exist still greater want of means 
for the movement of troops than'you are likely to have to contend with. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 357.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellttlabad, May 23, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
6th instant, intimating that the instructions sent to me by his Excellency 
the Cornmander-in-Chicf had met the entire approbation of the 
Governor-General, but that one point remained to be decided, viz., the 
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delivery of the fort of Jellalabad to the Sikhs. I coilblude that I shall 
hear from Mr. Clerk very shortly on the sul^ect, and will act accordingly. 
• I have written to Peshawur, to aseertain'whftt assistance can be given 
in Puckauls for the supply of water, the want of which appears to me to 
be the greatest dilfidulty I have to contend against in returning. I have 
also written to Captain Mackeson, to report on the quantity of water at 
the stream below Lundi Khana. If that stream is found to afford a 
larger quantity than I have been given to understand it does, I hope to 
be able to supply the Europeans and Mussulmans of the force from 
Mussucks and Puckauls ; and there are a number of large nrass pots, 
which were-procured for the Hindoos on the day we entered the pass. 
It is impossible to say what may be necessary in returning through the 
Khyber ; but every precaution shall be taken whenever such an event 
takes place. 

I have in a former letter stated that I do not think the troops suffer 
when marching in hot weather, more than they do when halting under 
CJinvas. I shall endeavour to move as much as possible during the night, 
to prevent eximsure to the sun. I am still without the means of moving. 
I require many hundred camels. 

There are 350 which have probably reached Peshawur, and about the 
same number arc following from Fcrozepore ; but many more are 
required. 

We arrived here, as you know, on the 16lh ultimo, and, up to this date, 
I have lost only one European of the artillery by disease, and that not 
attributable to the climate ; of the other European regiments (dragoons 
and infantry) nolrone man has died of disease. Considering the number 
of Europeans with the force, the climate may, up to this date, be consi¬ 
dered, perhaps, superior to that of the provinces 5 but I fear the four next 
months would not prove so favourable. The prevailing sickness here is 
diarrha-a and dysentery, which I attribute partly to the water, and partly 
to too great indulgence in tlic fruit, which is just beginning to get ripe.: 
lliere are alsit some eases of fever from exposure. 

Supplies continue to come in abundantly, and I am happy to say that 
the horses of the dragoons arc daily improving. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 358.— Mr. Maddoch to Mnjor-Geiieral Pollock. 

Allahabad, June C, 1842. 

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 23rd ultimo. 

2. In that letter you acknowledge the receipt of my letter, of the 6 tb 
ultomo, in terms which induce the Governor-General to think it necessary 
to guard against the possibility, however improbable, of your having on 
one point misunderstood the instruction therein conveyed to you. 

3 . You say, “ I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter dated the 6 th instant, intimating that the instwictions sent to me 
by his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief had met the entire approba¬ 
tion of the Governor-General, but that one point remained to be decided. 
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■viz., the delivery «f the fort of Jellalabad to the Sikhs. I conclude that 
I shall hear from Mr. Clerk very shortly on the subject, and will act 
accordingly,” 

4. The words in my letter of the 6th, to which you refer, were 
these :—“ There is one point upon which I am directed to desire you to 
•attend to the instructions of Mr. Clerk. If that gentleman, the Gover¬ 
nor-General’s Agent at the Court of Lahore, should, upon quitting 
Jellalabad, instruct you to deliver up that place to the Sikhs, you will do 
so, &c. 

'The Governor-General tliinks it is scarcely possible tliat, from these 
words, you can have inferred that you were to delay your movement from 
Jellal^ad, until it had been decided whether it should be given up to 
the Sikhs or not ; nevcrtlieless, tlie exj)ressions in your letter of the 
23rd ultimo, which I have cited, lead his Lordship, iu caution perhaps 
extreme, to direct me to inform you that you are not to wait for atiy 
instructions from Mr. Clerk ujk)!! the subject of giving up Jellalabad to 
tlie Siklis, but only to obey those instructions, if you should receive 
them before you leave that place. 

I have, &c., 

_ T. II. M.vddock. 


359.— Mr. McuUhck to Mr. Clerk. 

Allahabad^ June 6, 1842. 

Sin,—I have th6 honour to inform you that the Governor-General has. 
this day, published a general order for the assembling of an army of 
reserve in the Sirhind division. 

2. The army will consist of twelve regiments of Infantry, of which 
four will be European, of five regiments of llegular Cavalr}’, of which one 
will be European, and of two regiments of Irregular Cavalry. There will 
be attached to the army four batteries of Horse Artiller}-, and three 
batteries of Foot Artillery. 

3. I am likewise directed to inform you that the Governor-General 
will at an early period, give orders for the formation of a moveabh; camp 
in Bundlecund, and of another moveable camj) in the vicinity of the 
Nerbudda and Taptee. 

4. It may be expedient, likewise, to form a similar camp in the 
district of Tirhoot; but the Govenor-Geueral entertains no serious 
apprehensions of any hostile movement on tlie .side of Nejial, and relies 
upon the efl'ect which the general display of armed jireparation will have 
upoii the Durbar of Katmandlioo, to preserve tranquillity in that 
quarter. 

5. The large reinforcements of British troops, which will begin to 
arrive before the end- of the rains, will enable the Governor-General to 
give the requisite strength to any Corps it may become necessary to 
assemble on the frontiers of Nepal. 

r I have, &c., 

T. II. Maowook. 
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No. 3(i0.— Mr. Maddock to Major Outpum. 

AUahahad, June 7, 1842. 

SiK,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
Sukkur the 27th of May, 1842. 

I am directed by the Governor-General to inform you that his Lordship 
liighly appreciates the public zeal you have manifested in the performance 
oi' your duty, at much personal risk, by proceeding a^this season, to 
(iiictta, where your exertions are especially required to aid of Major- 
Gcjieral Nott's army. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 3G1.— •Major-General Pollock to General Sir - Jasper Nicolls. 

Jellalabcul, May 24, 1842. 

Si a,—Since the receijit of your orders, I have been endeavouring to 
procure carriage-cattle, for the purpose of withdrawing tlie troops ; but 
1 am sorry to say I am entirely dejicndent on Peshawur, or the provinces : 
;{')() camels will, I believe, have arrived at Pesliawur from J'erozepore, 
and IMO are, 1 bi'lieve, on their way ; but stifl I shall require many. 
Captain Lawrence is endeavouring to procure even bullocks ; but there 
sci ms to be great difficulty ; and, at present, I must wait the result of 
Mr. Clerk’s communication to the Sikh Government at Lahore, about 
Jellalabad. 

I heard yesterday evening that an officer on your staff had written to an 
oflicer here that we were ordered back. Sir Robqrt Sale has endeavoured 
(o counteract the liad effect such a rcjjort might create. A few days 
ago I was on the juiint of ordering a brigade to occupy the Pass, and 
then requested of Sir Robert Sale, and others, to whom 1 was obliged to 
<’()inmunicate the true state of the case, to give out that we required 
treasure .from Peshawur, and were sending in superfluous baggage. But 
the letter which has been received, and coming from the quarter it does, 
has evidently made an impression ; and 1 only hope it may not extend to 
the native jiopulation, which would, indeed, be ruinous. In a late letter 
to Government, you will have seen how anxious I was that any proposed 
movement towards Peshawur should be communicated to no one from 
whom it could be withheld. The moment such a thing is known, it 
is probabhi supplies will cease to come in ; we should be in difficulty 
alioiit forage ; all who are now friendly would be ready to oppose us ; 
and, if 1 liad not time to secure the Pass, the consequences might be 
serious indeed. 1 fear this will be much too late to ' prevent future 
<'ommunicatioiis of the kind ; but I consider it my duty to point out 
how dangerous they are, and how much our difficulties might be 
increased by their being known to the natives of the country, espe- 
<’ially those connected with the Khybcr Pass. I have just heard that 
bets were made at messes as to the probable date of our moving, and 
this before native servants, who will, I fear, make fhe report current in 
the bazaar. I have taken steps to prevent any great miscliief resulting, 
by ordering the Dcputy-Quarter-Master-General, a few miles in advance. 
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to mark out a nSw encamping ground ; and I shall have such impiiries 
made among the natives about bringing stores (supplies) tliere, that will 
make them believe I shall move forward. I am sorry to have had occa¬ 
sion to Write on such a subject to you, but 1 have no alternative. 

L have to thank you for your congratulatory letter, on my reaching 
Jellalabad. It is a great pity I had not the means of returning, as 
Government is so anxious on- tlie subject. I have now ortlered rafts to 
be made, by li^ich I can float down a number of stores, which would 
otherAvise require land carriage. 

I have, &c., 

G. PoLI.OCK. 

No. o62.— Major-Gcnenil Pollock to il/r. Moddock. 

Jellulahad, May ‘2C>, 1842. 

Sin,—With reference to my letter of the 23rd instant, relating to tli(‘ 
practicability of retiring tlirough the Kliyber at this season, 1 liavc now 
the honor to forward letter from Cai>tain Mackcson, whom I had recpiested 
to offer any observations on the difficulty or otherwise of Jiow retiring 
through the Pass. His letter seems to bear me out fully in tlie o[)inion 1 
had expressed that ive .sffoiild not wiflulrarv till a more favourable season. 

The necessity of crowning tin; heights the whohi way cannot be (jues- 
tioued, for j)lunder will at all times altr.iet numbers ; iind, from my own 
experience, I know how trying it Avas to the troops (cvtai in the beginning 
of April) on the heights, although every jtrecaution was takim to supply 
them with water. ISoav the ditiiculty Wi);dd be much greater, and 
I could not exj)ect to supply wiiter during the whole time we should be 
making each march, and Avithoiit it tli(> men could not iiscend steep and 
precipitous mountains. 1 therefore strongly urge the necessity of remain¬ 
ing in this vicinity till the season becomes more favorabh*. With regard 
to our situation here, or a march or tAvo in advance, Ave need have no 
fear of Avant in provisions. .Sup])Iics come in quirdeer than avc‘ can store 
them ; grain is becoming cheaper ; and when thi! troops are collec.t.ed, 
the price will fall still lower, and the supply Avill be even more abundant: 
in the mean tirncy carriage-cattle can lx; collected, and I hope ere long 
I may be able to obtain the prisoners. The whole country around is 
perfectly quiet, and as long as we remain in advance, in foi'ce, the jyassage 
of the Kliyber may be considered (juite safe. 1 propo.se (if Goverumwit 
will sanction the measure) having the old All Dlusjid garrison increased 
to 1,000 men ; and the ncAvly raised regiment, under Captain Thomas, 1 
propose stationing at Lundi Khana. One regiment, and it wing of 
another, with Captiiin Ferris’s Jezzailchees, live mountain-train guns, and 
200 irregular horse, are stationed iit Dhaka. Witj) regard to the climate, 
it is hot, but I do not think it more so tluin in the jirovintics, and I 
consider it far superior to Peslmwur, and I can at iiiiy time inqirovc it by 
moving forward ; but I must confess, 1 ciinnot but look upon it retro¬ 
grade movement, at present, iis pregnant with great tlistress to the whole 
force, and very probably loss of life. 

I have, &c., 

G. Foulock. 
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No. 362.— M(yor-Gcncral Pollock to Mr. Afmklock. 

• Jellalabad, May 21, 1842. 

Sm,—I have tlie honor to forward lierewith, for the‘information of the 
Governor-General of India, copies of a P.S. from General Nott, and a 
letter from Major llawlinson, Jaoth dated the 6th instant.' 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock.. 


No. 364.— Po.'<t)ii:ri/>t of a Letter from Major-General Nott to 
Major- General Pollock. 

Canduhar, May 6, 1842. 

Eiioland has now, with the aid of my ))rigade, crossiid the Pass. He 
brings witli him two 12-pounder howitzers ; but fbi these*, I should not 
have a single howitzer at eoitiiuand. Mortars I liave none. I exj)ect 
ilie trooj)s hc're on tlie lOtli. The Ghazees still keep head within a few 
miles of us—not in great str(>]igth ; the nucleus however exists. I have 
ilireeted all eaniels within reach to be procured on any terms ; want of 
money alone jirevented me doing this earlier.* The force I shall take 
iVom this must dejx'ud on the available carriage. I trust it may amount 
to .>,000 mtm. Kely on my making every etfort to communicate with 
you ; but, from j)ast experience, 1 must regard this as extremely doubt¬ 
ful, !Uid that we must not depend on mutual intelligence, enabling us to 
make combined movenumts. No opportunity shall be lost ; but, if till 
iil,ienij)ts at correspondence fail, I will still liope that, as we have one 
objei't iit heart,, the similarity of our operations may, in some measure, 
sii})ply the want of concerted plan. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. IWo.— Caiitain. French to Major Ontram. 

Snbec, May 10, 1842. 

Si It.— In re]ily to the inquirii's made by you relating to the probable 
number of camels that e.ould be procured by October next, I have the 
honor to state I ;uu informed by the otlieer iu charge of the Commis¬ 
sariat at Uadur, that 1,000 could be purchased by the iiiimed month, 
and that, provideil twenty dtiys’ previous notice were given him, he could 
hire about 2,000 more. t 

The number of Government camels now here, and at Dadur, is 382, 
but they are chielly sick ones. 

Should ciuuels, to any great amount, be essentially requisite, the sooner 
authority for puridiasing them is given, the better. I think I could pur¬ 
chase many in the Murree hills. ^ 

I have,* &c., 

P. Fkekck. 

YY 2 
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No. 366.— Notification. 

AUahabad, June 11, 1842. 

The Right Honourable the CJovernor-Gc^neral of India is pleased to 
direct the publication of the annexed copies of despatches from Major- 
General Nott, commanding the British force at Candahar. 

By order of the Governor-General, 

T. II. Madwock. 


No. 367.— Mnjor-Gnural Nott to Mr. Muddock. 

Candahar, March 29, 1842. 

Sir, —With reference to the coueludiiig paragraph of my letter to your 
address, under date the 12th instant, I have now the honour of forward¬ 
ing to you Major Laijp’s report of an att;iek made on one of tin' city gates 
of Candahar, whicli was most gallantly repulsed by the Bengal Sepoy.s, 
small details from Her Majesty’s 40th regiment, and from the 4th com¬ 
pany 2ud battalion of artillery. 

1 have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 368 .—Major C. R.. JV. hane to Captain Scott. 

Candahar, March 12, 1842. 

Sir, —For the information of Major-General Nott, commanding, 1 have 
the honour to report the following particulars of an attack made upon 
Candahar, on the night of the 10th instant. 

During the forenoon of the above date, large bodies of the enemy, 
horse and foot, were observed assembling frem all quarters, taking uj) a 
position near old Caridaliar and the adjoining villages ; and ui tlie course 
of the day their numbers rapidly increased, parties from the main body 
moving round, and establishing themselves in front of the Shikarporc 
gate. As their object was evidently to attack the garrison, the Political 
Agent directed the inhabitants to shut their shops, and remain within 
their houses, and precautions were taken to secure the gates by piling- 
bags of grain inside. 

About eight o’clock, p. m., a desperate attack was made upon the 
Herat gate : and, owing to the darkness of the night, some combusti¬ 
bles were placed near it and ignited unperceived, and in a #w minutes 
the gate was in flames. I immediately ordered a party of 100 rank and 
file from the 2nd regiment, and a company from the Shah’s 1 st Infantry, 
to support the guard at the gate ; and two guns were also placed in posi¬ 
tion commanding the entrance. 

Dense masses of the enemy had now collected at this point, keeping 
up an incessant and heavy fire, which was returned with great effect from 
the ramparts, but#so reckless and daring were the assailants that, 
notwithstanding the fearful havoc among them, eight or ten men actually 
forced their way, by tearing down the burning fragments of the gate, and 
scrambling over the bags of grain ; these were instantly shot, and their 
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fate, together with tlic galling fire from the walls, disntayed the attacking 
party, wlio retired about midnight, after four hours’ resolute fighting. 

Another attack took place at the Shikarpore gate about nine r. M., and 
• a similar attempt was made to fire it, wiiich, however, failed, and the 
assailants were driven back. A small party also approached the Cabool 
gate ; but the garrison being everywhere on the alert, the enemy was 
(compelled to retire about one o’clock a. m. of the 11th ; and when the 
day broke, not a soul was visible. 

The guards over the several gates were so completely sheltered, that 
not a single casualty occurred, whilst the well-directed and destructive 
tiro which was maintained for nearly four hours must have done gr^wt 
execution. Upwards of fifty dead bodies were found in and near tlu! 
Herat gate, and from the determined assault of the enemy who came 
close up to the walls, their loss must have been immense ; rc'port 
a'stimates it at 1,000 killed and wounded ; and I am informed by Major 
llawlinson, Politieal Agent, that Prince Suftur .Tung, Meerza Ahmed, and 
other Sirdars, were present, encouraging the assailants. 

A considerable cpiantity of grain was unavoidably destroyed at the 
Herat gate, but, as it presented a strong barrier, I trust the sacrifice will 
he consWered unimi)ortant. This gate has been built up, and the others 
have been tem])orarily barricaded with grain bags. 

Before (concluding my report, I would beg to acckuowledge the valuable 
assistance rendered me on this occasion by IMajor llawlinson, l-’olitical 
Agent, and Captain Ripley, Fort Adjutant. The exertions of every 
officer .and soldier in garrison were unremitting, and it affords me infinite 
])leasure to bear testimony to the admirable conduct of all parties during 
the attack. 

I have, &c., 

Charles R. W. Laixe. 


No. .369.— Major-General W. NoU, to Mr. MaddorJi. 

Cmidahar, March 28, 1842. 

Sir, —Having deemed it desirable to detach a brigade under 'the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Wymer, for the double purpose of 
I'oraging, and giving protection to the numerous villages along the left 
bank of the Urglmndab river against the marauding system adopted by 
the rebel army, commanded by Prince Suftur Jung and other Aifghan 
chiefs, I have now the honour to forward to jam, for the information of 
the Right lIonour.able the Governor-General of India, a report from that 
officer of an attack made on his detachment, and of the complete defeat 
of the enemy. 1 have ascertained that their loss was great, and that 
several of their chiefs were killed and wounded, while our loss was com¬ 
paratively trifling. 

On my arrival on the field, I was pleased with the judicious arrange¬ 
ments made by Lieutenant-Colonel 'Wymer ; and the cool and deter¬ 
mined manner in which he opposed the enemy and.protected his convoy 
did credit to our arms ; and I beg leave to bring liim under the favour¬ 
able notice of Government. 



382 


The enemy werfe finally driven across the Urghundah, in the greatest 
confusion, and with very considerable loss. The Artillery and Infantry 
distinguished themselves. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 

No. ^0.— Lkutenant-CoJonel G. P. Wijmer to Cnptum Scott. 

Candaliar Camp, liaha Wullee, March 2^, 1842. 

.SiE,—I have the honour to report for the information of Major- 
General Nott, commanding at Candahar, tiiat, in obedience to his 
instructions, I marclied from tliat place witli the force noted in the mar¬ 
gin,'* on tlie morning of the 2oth instant, witli tlie intention of foraging 
for the cavalry and cattle at the village of Seikhelmlali ; but, on receiv¬ 
ing a report from Captain Dallas, that the country thereabouts had 
recently been foraged over, and the water turned off by the emnny, he 
suggested the advantage to be derived by a move njjon llaba Wullee, 
which was adopted. On reaching that place, I sightcal the rebel camp 
on the opposite side of the llrghundab, distant about four mijes, and 
large bodies of cavalry grazing their liorses between it and the river. I 
continued my march to the spot selected for my encamjmient, and, 
shortly after reaching it, at half-j)ast ten or eleven, a large body of the 
enemy’s cavalry was observed forming and occupying the pass in ray rear ; 
on which 1 reinforced the rear-guard with two guns and a wing of the 
38th Native Infantry, placing the convoy under the hills in the rear, and 
protecting its front and Hanks with the force at my disj)osaI, which 
had hardly been etfccted, when, finding the forca; above mentioned fast 
increasing, I deemed it highly necessary to move back for their dispersion, 
taking with me two horse-artillery guns, under Lieutenant Turner, the 
38th Regiment, and a j)arty of Skinner’s Horse, under Lieutenant 
Travers, detaching two companies 38th Regiment, to drive the enemy 
from the tops of some low hills they had crowned with horsemen on my 
left, wliich was speedily done, and the well-directed fire from Lieutenant 
Turner’s guns soon drove in the body of the enemy collected on the i)ass, 
cofnmanded, I am told, by Salloo Khan and Taj Mahomed, who moved 
round to join the party then threatening the right Hank of the convoy. 
On this, I retraced my steps, and rejoined the convoy, which had bee| 
left under Lieutenant-Colonel McLareu’s charge, during my absence, and 
who had dislodged a third 'oody of the enemy from the inclosed gardens 
and villages in his front, with a part of the 16'th Regiment. On my 
reacliing the convoy, I directed Captain Macau, commanding tiie Shah's 
2d Regiment, to move his corjis, supported by two guns, and the half of 
Leeson’s Horse, under Ensign Chamberlain, against the party on the right 
flank, which movement had been partly executed, when the force under 
the Major-General’s personal command arrived to my support, at the time 
wlien the party of cavalry, under Ensign Chamberlain, received a partial 
check from an (^erpowering body of the enemy, and that officer was 


* One troop Shah's H. Artillery ; half a troop Haldane’s Horse ; half a troop 
Lcceon's Horse ; ICth regt. Bengal R. I. ■, 38th regt. ditto ; Sod Shah's rest. 
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severely wounded, and Lieutenant Travers slightly, wlafacted in concert 
with him. 

Inclosed I have the honor to forward a return of the killed and 
wounded on the occasioh, and to express my entire approbation of the 
conduct of all officers and men engaged in the action. 

I trust I may be permitted to bring to the Major-General’s notice the ' 
admirable practice of the artillery, under Lieutenant Turner’s guidance, 
every shot from which told with beautiful effect upon the dense masses of 
the enemy. 

To Lieutenant Waterfield, Adjutant 38th Regiment, who acted as my 
j)ersonal staff on tlie occasion, 1 am much indebted for the very able 
manner in which he conducted the various duties assigned him. 

I have, &c., 

G. B. Wymke. 

Itehirn of Killed, Woiwded, and Missing, of the detachment under the command of 
JJe.iitenant-Colonel iVgmcr, in the engagement tvith the Knemy, near Kaba WuUce, 
on the 2:>th instant. 


Camp, Baba Wullee, March 27, 1842. 

IIoT.sif Artillery S.S.F.—1 .syce wounded. 

Kith Uegiment ISengal Native fiilantry.—2 havildars. 3 privates, wounded. 

38th Regiment Rciigal Native Infantry.—1 jemadar, 12 privates, wounded. 

Shah’s 2d Regiment of Infantry.—I naiek, 3 privates, wounded. 

Detachment Shah’s 1st t.’avalry.— 1 private. 1 horse, killed; I ensign, 1 naick, 
fi privates. 7 horses, wounded ; 1 horse missing. 

Detachment 1st Irregular liengal Cavalry.—2 privates, 4 horses, killed ; 1 lieute¬ 
nant, 2 naicks, a privates, a horses, wounded. 

Total,—^3 ])rivates, 0 horses, killed ; 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 1 jemadar, 2 havildars, 
4 naicks, 2!) [irivatcs, 1 syce, 12 horses, wounded ; 1 horse missing. 

Grand Total of killed, wounded, and missing.—42 officers and men ; 18 horses. 

Names of OJjicers mounded. 

Doing duty with Detachment 1st Irregular Bengal Cavalry.—Lieutenant Travers, 
2d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, slightly. 

Doing duty with Detachment Shah’s 1st Cavalry.—Ensign N. B. Chamberlain, 
IGth Uegimeut Bengal Native Infantry, severely. 

G. P. WvMEU, Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding^Detachment. 

E.vamined. 

J. Wateufielo, Licuienaut, Acting Detachment Staff. 


No. 371.— Major-General Nott to Mr. Maddock. 

Candaliar, May 17, 18-12. 

Sin,—I havt! the honor to ackiiowledgtt tlie receipt of your letter of tlie 
liHli ultimo, wliich rtttielied me last evening, conveying to me tlie ordttrs 
of the Governor-General of India, for the withdrawal of the gtirrisoii 
of Kelat-i-Gliilzie and Candaliar, and for the posting of the troops in the 
viilley of Shtiwl, with the ulthnate view of mtirehing tlicm upon Sukkur. 

These measures shall be carried into effect, and the directions of his 
Lordship accomplished in the best manner circumstances will admit of 
1 shall experience a great wtiut of ctirrittgo ; tlie, force, at present, is 
large ; the camp-followers numerous ; stores, guns, &e., very consider¬ 
able ; and, when it is known that the British ♦oops arc about to retire 
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from Affglianistanv which the evacuation of Kelat-i-Ghilzie will render 
obvious, many difficulties will arise : from that moment we must not 
expect the leapt aid from the natives in the country, in providing 
supplies or carjiage, or rendering assistance in 'any way whatever ; on 
the contrary, wc must expect to encounter every impediment, and every 
annoyance ; those who are now our friends, and they are many, must, in all 
appeiirance at least, oppose us in everything to prevent their being com¬ 
promised in the eyes of their countrymen. It must be for me to endea¬ 
vour to overcome these and many other difficulties, and to do all in iny 
power to uphold the honour of our country. 

I will not conceal from you that I have, and still may experience much 
inconvenience, in consequence of the measures directed in you communi¬ 
cations being made public ; the subject of your letter of the 15th March 
was speedily known, even to tlie Affghan chiefs, although I have not, 
up to this mtJnient, made known its contents to my old and confidential 
staff: and your communication, now under reply, may possibly become 
e(iually public, and stiU more seriously injurious. I have not received 
the original, but a copy, signed, “ Outram, Political Agent.” 

The climate of Quetta is so very unhealthy in July, August, and Sep¬ 
tember, that I could have wished to have avoided exposing tlic troo])s to 
its dreadful effects during these months ; but, on tlic withdrawal of the 
garrison from the fort of Kelat-i-Ghilzic, the period of my continuance 
at Candahar must depend upon the feelings perceptible in the counti’y 
towards the British force. 

I am of opinion that Prince Timoor is sincerely attached to the British 
Government, but I believe he has no influence in this country, and that 
he will be desirous of accompanying the English troops. I shall b(i 
most anxious to receive the orders of the Governor-General of India 
regarding him. 

I shall, of course, regularly communicate to you my proceedings in 
carrvung into effect the orders now received. 

finder the circumstances noted in your letter, it is almost us(!less for nu! 
to acquaint you that I have in a great measure put down r(!beHion, and 
tranquillized the districts of Cafidahar ; the people are cultivating their 
lands, and Ifring in peace, with the exception of 500 or (iOO men under 
Prince Sufter Jung. 

I have, &e., 

W. Nott. 


No. 372.— Mnjor-Gcneral Nutt to Mr. Maddock. 

Candahar, May 21, 1842. 

Sm.—With reference to yoijr letter to my address, under date Benares, 
the lyth of April, 1842, I have now the honour to acquaint you that 1 
have ordered the small fort of Killa Abdoollah, situated at the southern 
foot of the Kojuck Pass, to be re-occupied by British troops (Sepoys), for 
the purpose of facilitating the- movement directed in your letter above 
.alluded to, and I haws made arrangements for depositing there grain and 
other supplies, which wffi he ncces.sary for the retiring troops. 

1 have directed all piTOic entitle now at Quetta to be inimediafcly 
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sent, under a proper escort, to Killa Abdoollah, \#ere I shall have a 
brigade from this to receive charge of them, and to bring them on to 
Candahar. Tt would be very desirable for the troops to remain «t Oan- 
dahar until the end of September, to preserve them from the ill effects of 
the Quetta climate. But the period of my continuance here must-depend 
upon the state of the country, after the withdrawal of the garHson of 
Kelat-i-Ghilzie, and the stale of British affairs at Jellalabad; for although 
I have in a great measure succeeded in tranquillising the Candahar dis¬ 
tricts, yet the possible event of the withdrawal of the troops from Jellala¬ 
bad, and the fact of the retirement of the Kelat-i-Ghilzie garrison, would 
probably induce those villagers who have retired to peace and to the 
cultivation of their lands to re-assemble in arms, and once more place 
themselves under the guidance of those chiefs who are now fugitives, 
owing to the success of our arms, and the subsequent measures adopted 
to conciliate the j)eople whom they and the Moollahs has seduced into 
rebellion. 

I shall therefore not lose a moment in making all necessary arrange¬ 
ments for carrying into effect the orders I have received, without turning 
to the right or to the left, by the idle propositions and wild speculations 
daily and hourly heaped upon me from all parts of Aiighanistan and 
Sinde, by persons who are, or fancy themselves to be, representatives of 
Government west of the Indus. I know that it is my duty, and their duty, 
implicitly and zealously to carry into effect every order received, without 
inquiring into the reasons for the measures adopted, wliatever our own 
opinions or wishes may be, and without troubling Government with 
unnecessary references. ' 

After due consideration, I am come to the conclusion that his Royal 
Highness Prince Timoor has no party, no influence, and that he cannot 
remain in this country with safety to his person on the retirement of oiir 
troops. I, therefore, beg for instructions to guide me in my conduct 
towards him. 

Tliere are also many individuals in imimrtant situations here who have 
shown attachment to us, and who have committed themselves by serving 
tlie British Government. I believe that some of these will petition for 
permission to accompany the force under my command, at least as far as 
Shikarpore. Am 1 to afford protection to these people, or how am I to 
act towards them ? I will direct Major Rawlinson to draw up a memo- 
mdura regarding these persons, and, should I then deem it of suflicient 
consequence, will forward it for the information of Government. I have 
permitted the Chief Saloo Khan of Pishen, who had joined the rebels, to 
return to the head of his tribe ; and he has promised to exert himself to 
kt'ep open the communication between Candaliar and Quetta, and to for¬ 
ward our dawks. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 373.— Major-General to Nott Mr, Maddock, 

Candahar, May 21, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acquaint you that .on the 19th instant I 
detached the following force to Kelat-i-Ghilzie, under the command of 
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Lieutenant-Colonfel Wymer, of the 38th Regiment Native Infantry, for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the orders of tlie Governor-General 
of India, contained in the first paragraph of your letter of the 19th 
April, 1842. 

1st troop Bombay Horse Artillery. Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment. 
Captain Blood’s battery, four 9-pds. 2nd Regiment Native Infantry. 
Detail 3rd Bombdy Light Cavalry. Kith „ „ 

Half Shah’s 1st Cavalry. 38th „ „ 

Detachment, Captain Haldane’s Detail of Madras Sappers. 

1st Irregular Horse. Detail of Bengal Foot Artillery. 

Having received information that a body of Ghilzies, amounting to 
about 5,000 horse and foot, had asseinlded in the vicinity of the fort 
of Kelat, determined me on sending a force al)le to overcome all 
opposition. 

Before the receipt of your letter of the 19th April, I had equipped tliis 
force, which, with two additional regiments of infantry, another troop of 
horse artillery and the remainder of the Slmh’s 1st eatalry, 1 had intended 
to march in command of, for the purpose of throwing supplies into Kelat- 
i-Ghilzie, and endeavouring to recovc'r the late Ghuznee garrison, now in 
the hands of the enemy, and making a diversion in fiivour of General 
Pollock’s army; 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 374. —Notification. 

AUahahail, June 2/, 1S42. 

The Right Honourable tin' Governor-General of India is pleased to 
direct the publication of the following despatelies from Major-General 
Nott, commanding at Candahar : 

No. 378.— Major-General Noll to Mr. Mail dock. 

Caniiuhar, May 21, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to forward to yon a despatch from Maj' 
Geuer.al England, No. 254, of the 29th ultimo, detailing an affiiir witli 
the enemy in Pisheen. 

I am, hi:., 

W. Nott. 

No. 375,— Major-General Eni/lanil to the Assixtant Adjutant- 
General, Candahar. 

. Camp, at Lora River, April 29, 1842. 

Sib,— I have the^honour to acquaint you, for the inf(»rmation of tlie 
Major-General commanding the troojis in Lower Aftghauistan and Sindi;, 
that I yesterday attacked the enemy’s strong position in front of the 
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ITykulzio, with the troops mentioned in the margin^* at^ dispersed them 
in all directions. 

2. The three columns of attack were led by Major Simmons, Her 
Majesty’s 41st Regiment ; Captain Woodburn, 2.'5th Bombay Native 
Infantry ; and Major Cochran, Her Majesty’s 41st ; the latter being 
accompanied by a wing of the 25th Bombay Native Infantry, under 
Cai)tain Teasdale, commanding that corps. 

3. The reserve was in the hands of Major Browne, commanding Her 
Majesty’s 41st Regiment. 

4. Nothing could be more successful than the combinations’’; and the 

insurgents, after a short njsistance, fled into the rugged mountains in 
their rear, leaving their standards, and being elosely and gallantly pursued 
by the 3d Light Cavalry, under Captain Delamain. . 

5. The practice of Captain Leslie’s horse artillery battery was, as 
usual, most eHeeti\’e ; and the conduct of the troops excellent. 

t>. I beg to annex a list of tlie casualties which have occurred in this 
alluir. 

I have, &c., 

R. EngIiAND. 


SINDE FIELD FORCE. 

Return of Casualties in Action with the Enemy near Ilykulzic, this day. 

Camp, near Hyhulzie, April 28, 1842. 
Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment.—2 rank and file wounded. 

ad Light Cavalry.—1 lieutenant, 1 havildar, 3 rank and file, 7 horses, wounded ; 
1 horse missing. 

Light Uatlalion.—2 rank and file wounded. 

(leneral Staff—captain wounded. 

Total.—I captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 havildar, 7 rank and file, 7 horses, wounded ; 
1 horse missing. 

Grand Total.—10 Officers and men, 7 horses, wounded ; 1 horse missing. 

Remarks. 

Wounded.—4 rank and file severely ; 4 rank and file slightly. 

Names of Officers wounded. 

Lieutenhnt W. Asliburncr, .3rd Cavalry, severely wounded. 

Captain Deere, A.D.C., slightly wounded. 

U. England. 


No. 376.— Major-General W. Nott to Mr. Maddock. 

Candahar, May 29, 1842. 

Siu,—Aktar Khaii, Chief of Zamindawur, having assembled three 
thousand men, crossed the llelmund, and joined*the rebel forcQ under 
Prince Suftur Jung and Atta Mahomed, on the right bank of tlie 
llrgliundab, taking advtuitage of the absence of Brigadier Wymer, who 
had been detached into the Ghilzie province with a large portion of my 
force, and nearly the whole of my ctivalry. The enemy, under an impres¬ 
sion that we had not a sufficient number of men to hold the city, and at 
the same time to attack them in the field, took possession of some steep 

* One troop Bengal Horse Artillery—3rd Light Cavalry—Poona Horse—Her 
Majesty’s 41st Regiment Light Battalio;;—2Sth Regiment Native Infantry. 

zz 2 
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rocky hills withiil a mile of the city walls. I instantly mo VCU UUL V¥ltll 
the troops noted in the accompanying field return, leaving Major-General 
England, K. H., in command of the city. The Ghazees had about 8,000 
in position, and 2,000 men guarding tlie Baba Wullee pass, and roads 
leading to their camp. Our troop carried all their positions in gallant 
style, and drove them in confusion, and with great loss, across the 
Urghundab river. 

I was ably assisted by Brigadier Stacy and every officer present. 

M^or Bawlinson, Political Agent, with his accustomed zeal, was in the 
field, and*gallantly led a small body of Persian and Aftghan horse to the 
charge. , 

I inclose a list of killed and wounded. 

I liave, &c., 

W. Nott. 

FiM Feturn of the Troop) preeent in the Action of the 20th of May, 1842, under the 
command of Major-General W. Nott, Commanding in Lower Affghanistan and Sinde. 
Horse Artillery, S. S. F.—1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 1 adjutant, 4 staff-seTjeants, 

2 farrier-serjeants, 1 native doctor. 2 subadars, 2 jemadars. 13 seijeants 16 corporals, 

3 tmmpeters, 8 rough-riders, 102 gunners, 58 syces, 130 horses, 12 six-pounder 
guns. 

Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment.—1 major, 1 captain, 7 lieutenants, 3 ensigns, 1 
surgeon, 1 assistant-surgeon, 19 Serjeants, 13 corporals, 10 drummers, 339 privates. 

42d Regiment Bengal N. I. 2d Brigade.—1 major, 2 captains, 5 lieutenants, 
3 ensigns, 1 assistant-surgeon, 1 adjutant, 1 quartermaster, 1 scrjeaut-major, 1 
quartermaster-seijeant, 1 native doctor, 6 subadars, 8 jemadars, 47 bavildars, 41 
naicks, 10 drummers, 515 sepoys. 

43d Regiment Bengal N. I. 2d Brigade.— 1 major, 4 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 1 
assistant-surgeon, 1 adjutant, 1 quartermaster, 1 serjeant-major, 1 quartermaster- 
seijeant, 4 subadars, 3 jemadars, 23 havildars, 19 naicks, 9 drummers, 303 sepoys, 

1 lascar, 6 bheestecs. 

Detachment Light Battalion, Bombay.—1 ensign, 1 jemadar, 3 bavildars, 2 dufla- 
dars, 26 sepoys. 

Detachment 25th Regiment, Bombay N. I.—1 ensign, 1 subadar, 2 havildars, 

2 duffsAars, 1 bugler, 31 sepoys, 1 bheestee. 

Detachment Poona Horse.—1 naib rissaldar, 1 kote duffadar, 1 dufiadar, 1 farrier, 
79 troopers, 83 horses. 

Detachment Shah’s 1st Cavalry.—1 ensign, 4 rissaldars, 5 naib rissaldars, 22 
dufiadars, 6 nagarchees, 206 sowars, 243 horses. 

Total.—3 majors, 4 captains, 18 lieutenants, 11 ensigns, 1 surgeon, 3 assistant- 
surgeons, 3 adjutants, 2 quartermasters, 2 serjeant-majors, 2 quarter-master- 
seijeants, 4 staff-seijeants, 2 farrier-serjeants, 2 native doctors, 17 subadars, 20 
jen^ars, 108 serjeants, 116 corporals, 39 trumpeters and buglers. 9 rough-riders 
and farriers, 1,60-1 gunners, troopers, privates, sdpoys , &c, 58 syces, 456 horses, 
12 6-pottnder guns, 1 lascar, 7 bheestees. 

W, Nott. 

(Examined.) Thos. Poi.wbei.is. 

N.B.—Brigadier L. Stacy, commanding 2d brigade; Captain T. Dixon, 
Major of Brigade. 

Return of killed and wounded of the Troops engaged with the Enemy near Candahar, 
on the 20th May, 1842. 

Horse Artillery 8. 8. F.—1 havildar, 3 privates, 1 syce, wounded. 

Her Majesty's 41st Regiment.—11 privates, wounded. 

42d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry.—1 lieutenant, 6 privates, wounded., 

43d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry.—1 havildar, 18 privates, 1 bheestee, 
wounded. * 

Detachment Shah's Ist Cavalry.—1 private, 1 horse, killed; 1 ensign ; 1 jemadcr, 
1 naick, 5 privates, 11 horses, wounded. 
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Total.—1 private, 1 horse, killed ; 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 1 jemadar, 2 havildars, 
1 naick. 43 privates. 1 bheostee, 1 sj-oe, 11 horses, wimnded. 

Grand Total of killed and wounded.—53 officers and men, and 12 horses. 

Officers Wounded. 

Lieutenant J. J. Mainwaring, 42d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, slightly. 
Doing duty with datachment Shah’s 1st Cavalry, Ensign N. B. Chamberlain 16th 
Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, severely. 

Manour Khan, naib rsisaldar, Shah’s 1st cavalry. 

W. Nott. 

(Examined.) Thos. Polwhele. 


No. 377.— Major-General Nott to Major-General Pollock. 

Candahem, May 30, 1842. 

Sir,—I was, last evening, favoured with your note of the 1.5th instant. 
Agreeably to the orders of the Supreme Government, under date the 19th 
April, I have withdrawn the garrison of Kclfit-i-Ghilzic ; the order left 
me no discretion ; the same order applies, in the same positive manner 
to Candahar ; however, it will take some time to arrange, and, before I 
can possibly carry it into effect, there will be ample time for the Govern¬ 
ment, should they deem it advisable, to send me other orders. I shall be 
prepared to advance, or retire, agreeably to the pleasure of Government. 
I found it necessary to send the chief part of my force to bring off the 
troops, guns, and stores from Kelat-i-Oliilzie ; the enemy took advantage 
of this, and 8,(X)0 Ghazees came and took possession of some rocky hills 
within a mile of ttie city-walls, under an impression that I had not suffi¬ 
cient men to hold the city, and, at the same time, to attack them ; how¬ 
ever, I moved out with Anderson’s guns, 1,000 infantry, and about 2o0 
horse. Our troops carried the enemy’s positions in gallant style ; it was 
the finest thing I ever saw. These 8,000 Affghaus, led on by Prince 
Suftur Jung, and many chiefs, could not stand otm 1,200 men foe one 
hour ; and yet the cry of the press is, that our Sepoys cannot cope with 
the Affghans. I would at any time lead 1,000 Bengal Sepoys against 
5,0(X) Aflghans. I hope you have received some of my letters. My 
beautiful regiments are in high health and spirits. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 378. —Notification. 

Alldhdbad, July 2, 1842. 

The Governor-General has great satisfaction in making public the 
following despatch from Major-General Nott, and the report from Cap¬ 
tain Craigie, commanding the garrison of .Kelat-i-Ghilzie, of the gallant 
and successful defence made by that garrison against a large force of 
Affghans by whicli it was assaulted. On this occasion, the late Shah 
Sooj.ah’s 3d Regiment of Infantry and the detachment of the Bengal 43d 
Regiment Native Infantry displayed that decided, superiority ov6r their 
enemies which has been uniformly manifested by the several corps com¬ 
posing Major-General Nott’s sirmy. 



No. 3f9.— Major-General Nott to Mr. Maddoch. 

Candahar, May 27, 1842. 

Sir,— I have the honor to acquaint j’ou, for the information of the 
Bight Honoural)le the Governor-General of India, that an attack was 
made on the Fort of Kelat-i-Ghilzie, on the moruiugtof the 21st instant, 
by a body of four thousand Gliilzies; the accompanying letter from 
Captain Craigie details tlie result. 

I am, &c., . 

W. Nott. 

No. 380. — Curtain J. H. Grahjic to Captain Thomas Pohrhelc. 

Kelat-i-Ghilzie., May 21, 1842. 

Sir, —I have tlie honor to report, for the information of Major-General 
Nott, commanding in Lower Atlghanistan and Sinde, that Kelat-i-Ghilzic 
was attacked, at a quarter before four o’clock this morning, in two places, 
viz., at long neck to the north-east, and at an outwork constructed last 
winter by the sepoys, to give a raking fire in rear of the barracks. 

Thd enemy ad^’anced to the assault in tlie most determined manner, 
each column consisting of upwards of 2,000 men, provided w’ith thirty 
scaling ladders ; but, after an hour’s lighting, they were repulsed, and 
driven down the hill, losing five standards (one of which was planted three 
times in one of the embrasures), and the whole of which are now in our 
possession. , 

Of the enemy’s loss I am unable to give any correct account, as their 
killed and wounded, during the gresiter jiart of the attack, were imme¬ 
diately taken to the rear ; but one hundred and four (104) dead bodies 
were left on the slope of the hill, and from six a. m. till three r. m. thc 
enemy were employedan carrying off such of their dead and wounded 
as had been taken to the rear. 

The greatest gallantry and coolness were displayed by (wery commis¬ 
sioned, non-commissioned officer, and private (both European and native) 
engaged in meeting the attack of the enemy, several of whom were 
bayonetted on the top of the sand-bags forming our parapets. On our 
side, I am happy to say, oidy six (6) sepoys were wounded, viz., two of 
the detachment 43d N. I., and four of the 3d infantry. 

A body of about 300 of the enemy, when driven back, took shelter 
under the rocks below the outwork, but were immediately dislodged by a 
company of the 3d infantry, which I detached for that })urpose. 

I have, &c., 

J. llAiKUT Craigie. 


No. 381.— The Governor-General of India to the Secret 
Committee. 

, Allahabad, Jtdy 8, No. 22, 1842. 

Honourable Sirs, —I have the honor to transmit, in a separate 
packet, by the present mail, copies of all papers and correspondence 
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relatii)g,to affairs in Affglianistan and the Punjaub, frhich have been 
placed on record since the date of my hist despatch on the same subjects, 

2. To tliose papers and the abstracts of the correspondence, I must 
refer your honourable Committee for the details of occurrences in the 
past month, and of the instructions which 1 have issued to the officers 
charged with the management of military and political affairs in those 
countries, and I propose in this address no more than to give your 
honourable Committee a brief outline of the events which have occurred 
in the past ;nonth. 

3. The Ibrce under Major-General Pollock at Jellalabad has during 
this period remained nearly inactive, and the weather not having been so 
hot-as in these provinces, the health of the troops had not been affected 
at the date of the Major-General’s last reports. 

4. My instructions of the 1st ultimo to Major-GenCral Pollock have 
induced him to contemplate a forward movement of such portion of his 
army as he has e(iuij)mcnt for, which may be of political advantage in 
displaying his force in a state of acti|dty, and may aflbrd to that portion 
of it which will advance towards the upper end of the Jellalabad valley 
a still more temperate and salubrious climate than that of Jellalabad. 
The Major-General has already moved a brigade of his army on Pesb 
IJolak, a measure which he deems prudent as a demonstration to overawe 
the turbulent tribes situated on the Hanks of his future line Of march 
when he retires thronjfh Ihe Kliybei-. 

5. For the convenience of immediate reference, I insert below* an 
abstract of the strength of the Major-General’s force and of the carriage 
which he iiossesses, and of that which is required to render the whole 
force efficient for movement. To the di'ficiency of beasts of burden and 
of draught, under which this force labours, is to be attributed mainly, 
tlie state of inactivity in which it has so long remained. Had the Major- 
(Jeneral found his force j)roperly equijiped in this respect after his reach¬ 
ing Jellalabad on the Ifith April, he would probably have immediately 
moved forward, and when he received the hHter of the Coramander-in- 
Chief, directing him to retire to the eastward of the Khyber Pass, ^ 
would immediately have acted on tho.se directions, but for liis inability ro 
move his whole force from a deficiency of carriage cattle. 

(). The defective arrangements of the Commissariat in the hiring of 
camels w'cre the original cause of this embarrassment. I have taken 
measures to ensure, more activity and intelligence in the direction of this 
essfhtial branch of military preimration, but a considerable time must 
elajise before the whole of Major-General Pollock’s army can be properly 
equipped for any extensive movehient. 

7. A Sikh force of between 4,000 and 5,000 men with guns has 
advanced to Jellalabad, and is now encamped on the lelt bank of the 
Caho ol river. 

* Officers., 348 ; Non-Commissioned Officers, 1,809 ; Privates, 12,778—Total, 
14,9.35 : deduct sick. 

Cattle pre.sent :—Elephants, public, 71 ; Camels, public 3,323, hired 98 j Bul¬ 
locks, ordnance, public, 141 ; train, public, 447 ; carriage, public, 24, hired, 2,093 
Mules, public, 80, hired, 22 ; Asses, hired, 64. 

Carriage required :—Elephants. 52 ; Camels, public, 3.5,u9, priv,9te, 1,994 ; Bul¬ 
locks, public, 3,906, private, 18 Bullocks for trains, 447 ; Mules, Yahoos, 
Asses, 106. 




8. Boosali or« chopped straw for the use of the cattle of the army is 
the only article of supply of wliich any serious deficiency is contemplated ; 
but as a forward movement will place the resources of the country more 
at our dispostil, and the revenues of the Jellalabad district are collected 
by officers, under Major-General Pollock’s orders, in kind, I am in hopes 
that the supply of this article will become more abundant. 

9. The intelligence which has been lately received by Major-General 
Pollock from Cabool with great despatcdi and regularity <;ontains a clear 
and connected account, mostly from the pen of Moonshee Mohun Lall, 
of the progress of events at that capital since the date of my last 
despatch : and from it your honourable Committee will regret to per¬ 
ceive that, notwithstanding the CIBstcnce. of a strong party at Cabool 
opposed to the ambitious designs of Mahomed Akbar, and the the perse¬ 
vering resistance offered to his attacks on the Bala Ilissar by the Arab 
and Hindoostanee followers of the Prince Futteh Jung, Mahomed Akbar 
at length succeeded in making himself master of the principal portion of 
that fortress, and in compelling the nj^ce to acknowledge him as his prime 
minister, and to admit 2,000 of his woops into the fort. The prince has 
been compelled to make large advances in money to Mahomed Akbar, 
and must be considered at the date of the last accounts to be in the power 
of that chieftain,- though he still continues to hold out hopes of his being 
able to free himself from this thraldom if the British force should move 
on the capital ; and the party of Zemauu Khan, which is decidedly 
opposed to the usurpation of Mahomed' Akbar, is still unsubdued and in 
force in Cabool, where the Persian party of KuzzelbasHees is also thought 
to favor the prince. 

10. The letters from Prince Futteh Jung and Moh(»n Lall of Captain 
Maegregor at Jellalabad previous to the capture of the Bala Ilissar by 
Mahomed Akbar, hud rci)eatedly urged the expediency of the advance of 
the British army, even as far as Gundainuk, as a measure which would 
lead almost certainly to the disjiersion of the Barukzye party, and the 
probable tlight of Mahomed Akbar and the liberation of the British pri¬ 
soners. 

•ll. These unfortunate persons have been removed from their former 
places of confinement to the neighbourhood of Cabool, and it is sup])oscd 
with the view of their being carried off to Toorkistan if the advance of 
General Pollock had forced Mahomed Akbar to (juit Cabool. 

12. The despatches from Candahar, which will be forwarded to your 
honourablc’Committee by the present mail, comprise the official reports 
from Major-General Nott, commencing with that dated the 12th of Mai'<;h 
of the state of affairs in that quarter, and of military occurrences of 
which intelligence had already reached me from other quarters, and 
has been communicated to your honourable Committee. The delay which 
has attended the transmission of these reports must be mainly attributed 
to the Interruption of correspondence by the Kojuck Pass, till that ])ass 
was cleared of the insurgents by the advance of Mjijor-General England, 
after the defeat of the enemy at Hykulzie on the 29th of April. 

13. On the 17 of May, Major-General Nott acknowledged the receipt 
of my instructions of the 19th of April, directing him to evacuate Kelat- 
i-Ghilzie and Candahar, and to withdraw his army to Shawl. Previous 
to the receipt of these instructions the Major-General, after he had been 
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reinforted by tlie junction of the troops under Major-fecneral England, 
was making preparations for organizing a sufficient force with which 
he proposed to advance in person for the relief or recapture of Ghuznee, 
and to co-operate with Major-Gtjneral Pollock. But on the receipt of 
my orders of the 19th of April, given immediately after the receipt of 
the intelligence of Major-General England’s repulse at llykulzie on the 
;18th of March, and when it seemed uncertain wliatlier any part of his 
brigade would rc'turn, he immediately relinquished this enterprise and 
jiroceeded to carry into ofl'ect the first part of my orders, by withdraw¬ 
ing the garrison of Kelat-i-Ghilzie, and dismantling the fortifications 
i'*'cted tiuTC. A detachment under Brigadier Wymer was ordered to 
jiroeeed to K('lat-i-Ghilzi<! for this pui^oso, and tlie Brigadier returned to 
t'andaliar on the 11th of June, having destroyed the works at that place, 
and bringing away tin; guns, ammunition, &c. 

14. Meanwhile, however, a bold attack had been made by the neigh¬ 
bouring tribes on the position of K('lat-i-Ghilzic, who to the number of 
two thousand or more approached the place on the morning of the 21st of 
May, and coininenced a determined assault, in which, although some 
actually reachi-d the embrasures, they were repulsed with great loss, 
leaving 104 dead bodies on the slope of the hill, besides great numbers 
carried off b}^ themiielves, and leaving behind them five standards apd all 
their scaling ladders. 

13. Captain Craigie’s report of this gallant affair, in which the gar¬ 
rison sustained a very trilling loss in wounded, has been published by my 
orders in the Gazette. 

1(). Major-General Nott’s despatch of the 29th of May reports that 
the notorious chief Aktar Khan, having joined the insurgents under Suf- 
tur Jung with a body of 3,000 troops, their united force amounting to 
about 10,000, taking advantage iff the absence of Brigadier Wymer’s 
d(!tachmcnt and the best part of the cavalry of tlu; Candahar division, took 
up a strong jiosition within a mile of Candahar, when they were attacked 
by the Major-General with a force of arms of about 1,500 men, and were 
(piickly defeated and dispersed with gririt loss. 

17. Tlie Major-General’s report of this gallant action has been pub¬ 
lished in the official Gazette. 

15. All the country to the south of the Pcshcen valley has remained 
tranquil. The tribes in that quarter, including some of the Kakurs who 
had been induced to join Mahomed Sadik, have made their submission to 
the Political Officer at Quetta. The Bolan Pass has continued undis¬ 
turbed, and the Government of Nusscer Khan, the young chief of Kelat, 
hits actively co-operated with the British authorities in maintaining the 
pttace of the country. The Ameers of Sinde have also made prepara- 
t ions for liquidating the arrears of their tribute, and appear to have 
desisted from the hostile intrigues in which there is reason to believe they 
were till lately engaged. 

19. Major Outrani has at my suggestion proceeded to Quetta, where 

Ins influence and activity may be of great benefit in the Mj^gements 
which will be required to facilitate the march of Major-GenSM Nott’s 
force to the plains of Sinde. ' '. - ■ 

20. My attention having been drawn to the excessive numbef of 
officers einjdoyed in political duties in Western Affghauistan and Sinde, 

A 3 
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I have dispenscd'with the political services of the following ofiRcers, and 
jdaced them at the disposal of tlic Commander-in-Chief. 

Lieut. E. K. Elliott, 43d N. I. Lieut. J. D. Leckie, 22d By. N.I. 

Lieut. C. A. Jackson, 31st N. I. Lieut. E. B. Enstwick, 6th do. 

Lieut. J. T. Pattensoii, 2d N. I. Lieut. 11. J. Polly, 8tli do. 

Lieut. C. F. Nortli, By. Eng. Lieut. G. H. Robertson, 25 do. 

Lieut. T. Postans, i3th By. N. I. 

21. I shall cjirry these reductions much further at the earliest pos.si- 

blc period. • 

22. The Goveriiineiit of Lahore has continued to evince a firm dis¬ 
position to co-operate cordially with us, and to improve and streugtlifu 
its alliance with your Government. As 1 have already mentioned, a 
Sikh army of between four and five thousand men has advanced through 
the Khyber Pass, and taken uj) a position near Jellalabad, sulijcH-t to such 
directions as its commander may receive from the British general. 

23. The only occurrence of unusual importance which has been report¬ 
ed to me firom the Punjaub, since the date of my last despatch, is the 
death of Maee Chund Koonwur, the widow of the late Maha Raja wlio 
opposed the accession of Maha Raja Shere Sing. She was l)arbarously 
murdered by her own female domestics during the absence of Slicre Sing 
from Lahore. The violent death of a lady who has held so exalted a 
position in the state is calculated to excite sn.s[)icions, from which it must 
be desirable that tlie minds of tlie Sikh soldiery sliould be diverted, and 
I have communicated my views to this effect to Mr. Clerk. 

25. The death of Maee Chund Koonwur has recalled the Maha Raja 
to Lahore, but I have not yet heard of his arrival. 

26. The Sikhs have continued to occupy and guard tin' KliylxT Pass 
from its eastern extremity as far as Ali Musjid, and Major-General 
Pollock has been in correspondence vnth Jlr. Clerk on the subject of 
arrangements for putting the 8ikhs in possession of the Jellalabad valley 
on its evacuation by the British army. 

El.I..ENIiOROl!(iJr. 

No. 382.— 31r. llanulUm to Mr. Muddoch. 

Agra, June 10,' 1842. 

SiH,—In continuation of my letter of the 7th instant, 1 am diretded 
by the Lieutenant-Governor to request that you will inform the Govern¬ 
or-General that replies have been received to the communication made 
in a private form to the several magistrates noted in the margin,* regard¬ 
ing the number of mules and ponies they might be able to collect in their 


respective districts. It would .appear that the 

numbers, stated opjjositc 

* Magistrates, of 

Mules. 

Ponies. 

Bareilly... 

... 1,01)0 

... 4,000 

Saharunpore... 

... 1,500 

... - 

Mooradabad, Meerut... 

... 1,000' 

1,000 

not stated but 

Agra... 

... .100 

Delhi,.. 

Bijnore... ‘... 

... 200 

... 2.50 

“* numerous. 


4,2.'>0 
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to each district, may be obtained within two months, at»a price ranging- 
from forty to seventy rupees for mules, and from twenty to fifty for 
ponies. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor is still of opinion that Major Gwatkin 
would be the person best qualified to have the general charge of the 
wliole arrangements ; but, as it miglit be inconvenient to bring all the 
cattle to Haupper, a subordinate of the stud department might be station¬ 
ed at Loodiana, subject to the Major’s orders, there to receive the animals 
purcha.sed in the upj)er districts. 

3. 1 am d('sire(l to take this opportunity to uotic'e the necessity of 
early orders for tlie prej)aration of j)ack-8addles and halters, in the event 
of its being determined to adopt -this plan of procuring baggage-cattle. 

I have, &c., 

N. Hamilton. 


No. 383.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Nott. 

Allahabad, Jme 10, 1842. 

SiH,—I have tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt, this day, of your 
several letters of March tlie 12th, 16th, 24th, 28tli, 29th, 31st, of April 
the 24tli, and 28tli, and of May ITth. 

2. The Governor-General fully aiiprcciatcs the zeal with which you 
have ajiidicd yourself to the execution of the orders conveyed to you in 
my letter of tlie 19th of April. It would have been gratifying to his 
Lordship if Prince Timoor, who appears to have remained uniformly 
faithful to the llritish Government, by which his family have been so long 
siqijiorted, had been able to cstabli.sh some influence in the neighbour- 
liood of Caudahar, which would have rendered it possible to leave him in 
[lossession of that city, with the prospect of his being able to preserve 
it by his own means. 

3. If that should not be the case, upon your leaving Candahar you 
will execute the instructions contained in ray letter of the 19th of April, 
with respect to that city. 

4. In the event of Prince Timoor desiring to accompany your army 
Id the Indus, you will permit his Highness to do so, treating him always 
with the respset due to his misfortunes and his fidelity, and you will 
assure him that he will be received in the British dominions with distin¬ 
guished consideration, and the hospitality which the British Government 
extends to the unfortunate. 

. I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 384.— Major-General Polloek to Mr. Maddock. 

JeUahhad, June 2, 1842. 

Siu,—I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
(No. 186) dated 19th May, 1842, with annexed copy of a letter to the 
address of Cajitain Maegregor. 


a3 2 



I ten ,rea.iy *i.i;gcu .7 tiie serv'ices of C’;i])tain Macgregor 

continued to me, for 1 liavc no hesitation in saying that under existing 
eireunistances tliey are invaluable. To his judicious management I am 
indebted for the abundant supplies which pour in from every quarter ; 
his knowledge of the whole country hereabouts, and his personal acquain¬ 
tance with the Chiefs, enable him to overcome difHculties where another 
would in all probability fail. At my request he will continue to aftbrd 
all the aid in his power, and I tru.st that his continued exertions will be 
duly appreciated and remunerated by Government. 

With regard to • the Kliyber, I confess I should very much regret 
placing tlie Jiegociations connected therewith in the liands of any other 
than Captain Mackeson until we are able to retire through it; it 
requires that a person should be on the spot to watch narrowly the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Malliks, and if the Sikhs do not liid in keeping open the 
communication, the greatest caution must be observed. Captain Macke¬ 
son is now at Dakka, and is certainly indefatigable in his endeavours to 
secure the siifety of the parties going to and fro. I therefore earnestly 
beg that no change may take place in the management of the affairs of 
the Khyber, which, it seems to me, would involve the more than probable 
result of our comraunnication being cut off; and in that case the corUiintv 
of my being again obliged to force my passage under less fortuitous 
circumstances than attended my advance—and I am still without carriage 
cattle to enable me to move, for which I must look to the provinces. 
With reference to Captain Macgregor, I should observe that Jk; is 
collecting the revenue of the valley in kind, and thereby saving to 
Government a heavy cxj)enditure for grain and forage. 1 am not aware 
what measures arc being adopted for supplying me with carriage. 3d0 
camels wore despatched from Ferozepore, I tliink some time in April, 
and should have reached ]\'sliawur ; 350 more, with a company of 
sapper.s, are also on their way ; but even if they arrive, there will still be 
a great deficiency. I have alrea<ly stated the difficulty of retiring now 
through the Khyber. I ha> c no greater fear for tlie troops when marcli- 
ing than in a standing cauq); but the want of water is the most .serious 
evil, and would be most severely felt in the Pass. If however, the 
Governor-General is still of opinion that the trial should be made, I 
would suggest the following :— 

That the Sikhs be required to hold the Pass up to Alt Musjid ; that 
carriage-cattle, either camels, mules, or yahoos, be sent iu sufficient 
numbers, witli all practicable dispatch, to enable me to move ; and 1 
would direct Captain Lawrence to scud on the animals with empty water 
jars, to be dejmsited at the top of Lnndikanna, from whence every 
available puckaul, bheestie bag, and brass pot should be filled, and flic 
march thence to All Musjid undertaken, during a moonlight night ; but 
the move sliould be kejit settret. I don’t tliink 1 have any right to 
complain of unusual sickness yet, but this is the first of four hot months ; 
and although I shall endeavour to get the men into houses as comfortably 
as I can, I am aware that we must e.vpcct sickness, though not more, if 
80 much, tis at Peslmwur. 

. I Lave, fkc., 

G. Pollock. 



No. .585.— Major-General PoUuck to Mr. MaxUlock. 

Jellalahad, June 3, 1842. 

Sm,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated 21st May, 1842. 

With reference to my offer of two lacs of rupees, I beg to state that I 
made it under the belief that such an offer had already been made ; and 
it was done previously to the receipt of your letter, dated 25th April, 
1842. 

With regard to ray not having noticed that the release of Dost 
Mahomed, under various contingencies, was not altogether impossible, I 
felt that I was then replying to Major Pottinger’s proposals from 
Mahomed Akbar, who had possession of only some of the prisoners, and 
that he hail, certainly not then the power of releasing all ; and, moreover. 
Captain Mackenzie seemed to speak distinctly as to the indifference of 
the chiefs about Dost Mahomed’s release ; and I may add that I had very 
great reluctance to communicate with Mahomed Akbar at all; but 
there was no other channel through which I Could negotiate for the 
prisoners he retains in his possession. 

Your letter, dated 25th April, paragraphs '5 .and 6, seems to me to 
imply that, in treating, as I did, for only a portion of the prisoners, I 
should not be justified in naming Dost Mahomed ; but that whenever an 
opportunity might offer for negotiating for the whole, I might include his 
name. 

With reference to the 10th paragraph of your letter, I shall not of 
course, make any pecuniary offer. I regret the application of this rule to 
all cases ; because, although I have been disappointed about the prisoners 
at Buddeabad, I have just now some hope of men of the 44th, and 
artillery being released. The sum demanded was 1,200 rupees. There 
.are, I believe, nineteen altogether. 

With reference to the 13th paragraph of your letter, I can only express 
my regret that I should have erred in communicating through Major 
Pottingcr, with Mahomed Akbar. I did so with very great reluctance, 
but I saw no other hope of obtaining the release of the prisoners he has 
in bis power. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 386.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Mculdock. 

Jellalahad, June II, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular 
letter, dated May 26, 1842. 

The very serious evil which might accrue to the forces in this country 
by any premature and unnecessary disclosure of an intended movement, 
especially a retrograde movement, is so fully felt by me, that nothing 
could have induced me to divulge the orders of Government on such a 
subject. The consequence was, that officers in the camp were not aware 
of any intended move, till communicated to them from the provinces. 



1 state this, Ixcause it niiglit be supposed tliat I Jiad incautiously 
meutioiied that General Nott and I liad been directed to retire. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 387.— Major-General Pollock to Mr, Maddock. 

Jellalahad, June 12, 1842. 

SiK,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receijit of your letter. 
No. 242 of 1842,'dated 26 May, enclosing copy of a letter to Mr. Glerk, 
No. 241 of 1842, of the same date. In the event of the Sikh Govern¬ 
ment determining to occupy Jcdlalabad and the valley of Ningi’ahar, I ’ 
conclude they would do so in great numbers ; of this I should wish to 
have timely notice, as the jiresence of so large a force would or might 
seriously aftect my suj)])ly of forage. It apjiears to me also, that if they 
do come, the sooner 1 withdraw after their arrival the better. For the 
next two mouths it would hardly be desirable that they should march so 
large a force into the country, as in that ease I should C('rtainly be, 
distressed for forage, and there is nothing now on tlie ground for 
cattle. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 388.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. 3Iaddock. 

Jellalahad, June 13, 1842. 

Sir, —I have had the honour to receive your letter. No. 2o4, of 1842, 
dated 29th May, 1842, on the subject of a remark made by Mr. Chu-k 
in a letter to me, dated 18th May, 1842. 

I beg to say, in reply, tliat if 1 had had carriage cattle to move the 
force when I received the onlers of his Excellency the Comuiander-in- 
Chief, I should have marched for Pcshawur forthwith. I regret to state, 
that, of the camels which were coming with Lieutenant Goodwin, of the 
Engineers, 274 have deserted at the Attock. 

I have, k(i., 

Gi;o. Pollock. 

No. 389.— The Governor-Geimral of India to General Sir Jasjici 

Nicolls. 

Allahahad, June 18, 1842. 

Genrr.\l, —Mr. Clerk will make arrangements to the effect that alf 
the*States in Ids neighbburhood, except Putteeala, shall contribute their 
means of carriage to Major-General Pollock’s army ; and the extensive 
resources of Putteeala will be reserved for the use of the army of 
reserve. 

It is very right to send for the Commissary-General, bul our arrange¬ 
ments with the Sikh Government arc now so far advanced, that we ought 
to be prepared to move Major-General Pollock’s force long before the 



(;omniissary-Goneral will bp near the Sutlej ; and I must aj^ain suggest 
to your iixeellency the expediency of appointing, in this emergency, some 
able officer who may temporarily have the whole responsibility of provi¬ 
ding Major-General Pollock’s force with the means of movement. Upon 
tliis subject such officer should, of course, place himself iu communica¬ 
tion with Mr. Clerk. 

I should not object to his having three or four very active temporary 
assistants under him ; not to sit copying letters, but to move about, and 
communicate personally with the several individuals from whom the sup- 
jdics must b(! procured. 

Will your Excellency act at once in this matter, and place in the hands 
of the officer you may select, the Lieutenant-Governor’s proposition for 
the purchase of mules and i)onies for his consideration ? 

I have, &c., 

• Ellunborougii. 

No. 390.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Nott 

AllatinhaiU June 23, 1842. 

'Sir, —T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your several 
di'spafehes of the 21st and 29th tif iMay, and I am directed to express to 
you the Govcrnor-G^ncrars entire apjtroval of the measures therein 
ri'ported to hiive been adopltnl by you. 1 am at the same time directed 
to offfir to you his Lordship’s sincere congratulations on the good conduct 
and success of your troops, iu the attack directed by you, upon the 
enemy’s pijsitiou in the vicinity of Candahar, on the 29th ult. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maduock. 


■ No. 391.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Polloek. 

Allahabad, June 23, 1842. 

Sir,— Tfie Governor-General heard yesterday, with extreme regret, 
lliat there had been a very extensive desertion amongst the hired camel 
drivers, at Attock ; and that, on the 7th instant, 319 loads were lying 
there, without camels to carry them. 

2. If this should be the consequence'of the desertion of 319 out of 
the 3.30 camels, you had reasou to expect, iu one convoy from Feroze- 
[lore, it is serious indeed. 

3. The Governor-General has taken, both before he heard of the last 
misfortune, and since, every step which has occurred to him for the 
supply of your army with its necessary means of carriage, and has 
distinctly expressed his opinion to the Commandc-iu-Chief that this is 
an object which must be eflectcd, at whatever cost, at thc^earliest possi¬ 
ble period. 

4. IJis Lordship has suggested that, in order to secure the fidelity of 
the camel drivers, yet more than it may be secured, by keeping back a 
|iortiou of their pay, a force of irregular cavalry should accompany the 
tie.xt convoy. Mules and jiouies will be purchased, as well as camels. 
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The hiring systefh will be discontinued, and all the drivers will be in the 
service of Government. 

5. A force, of nearly 5,000 Sikhs having now moved through the 
Khyber, and the portion of the Sikh army which is at, and near Pesha- 
wur, having evinced much want of discipline, it is a matter for your 
consideration, whether you should not move a brigade through the pass, 
to remain there, near Peshawiir, for the protection of your communica¬ 
tions. 

6 . In deciding upon this point, you will consider tlie etFect which a 
change of position will have upon tlie health of tlie troops. 

7. The Governor-General hojws that you would, without difficulty, 
be able to conceal 3 'our intention of making a movement with a view to 
a permarsent eliange of position, by combining it with the march of some 
convoy, and giving to it the appearance of a movement made for its 
protection. 

8 . The late unfortunate event at Lahore—tlic murder of Maee Chund 

Koouwar—may detain there llajah Dhian Sing, and may thus, for some 
timts, prevent his joining the Sikh camp near*Jellalabad, as he ajjparently 
intended to do, for the purpose of making the necessary preliminary 
arrangements for his having that place given up to him. . 

• 9. Tile same event may possiblj-, too, have some effect upon the 
discipline of the Sikh troops in your rear. You w'ill, therefore, perhaps, 
have to rely more than ever upon your own resources, and you must look 
to nothing but the security of your army. ^ 

10 . If you should move a brigade to tlie neighbourhood gf Peshawur, 
you will m^e such communications as may seem to you to be expedient, 
Jo the officer in command of the Sikh troops ; but, as a month will have 
elapsed since the date of the last letter from you, before you can receive 
tills, it is obviously impossible to give you any precisi^ instructions. 

11. Upon that point you will understand only, gencrallj', that it is the 

Governor-General’s wish to take all measures in couinmnication with, 
and in concurrence with the Sikhs ; but you must consider tlie security 
of your army to be the object paramount to all others in Ids Lordship’s 
mind. , 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maudock. 


No. 392.— Major-General I’ullock to Mr, Madilock. 

JeUedabad , June 14, 1842. 

Sir, —I have had the honour to receive your despatch, No. 277 of 
1842, dated June 1st, 1842, conveying to me the instructions of the Riglit 
Honourable the Governor-General, consequent on the report his lordsliip 
has received of the great want of carriage-cattle with this force. I feel 
greatly indebtefl for the prompt measures which have been taken to sup¬ 
ply me ; and 1 hope I shall soon be able to take advantage of the instruc¬ 
tions contained in your letter, by moving a brigade towards Pesh Bolak 
and some other places, which, being connecteS with the Pass, require 
strong measures, that they may know what they are to expect, in the event 
of their attempting any obstruction to its^free passage. With reference 
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(0 Pesh Bolak, treasure to tJie aniount of more than ;i0,€00 rupees, and a 
gun, are now in their possession. 

I will do myself the honour to write again on this subject, when my 
plans arc more matured. 

I have, &c., 

George Pollock. 

No. 393.— Mr. .Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Allahabad, June 30, 18'42. 

SiK,—I had, yesterday, the honour of receiving your letter of the 16tli 
insinut, inclosing returns, in ciunpliiince with the req\icst conveyed in my 
letter of the 1st instant, of tlic strength of your army, and of the carriage 
and supplies at your disposal, as well as a statement of your daily cou- 
siiinptitm, and of tlie additional carriage you require. 

2 . It must b(! evident to you, that without frequent and detailed 
inform.ition upon all these points, it must be impossible for the Governor- 
General to know what service the army, under your command, is compe¬ 
tent to peribrm ; nor ca^i his Lordshij) jworMe you with every necessary 
equipment without being accurately informed of your wants. 

3. There have been some inaccuracies in the returns so furnished by 
you, which I am directed to bring to your notice. . 

4. In the return ‘of the strength of regiments, the number of horses 
iiltaelied to the lOllt Liglit Cavalry is altogether omitted. 

f). In the return of camels and of the animals required for the array, 
the number of private camels is stated, but in the return of camels and 
other animals attached, there is no enti-y at all under the head of private 
camels. 

6 . The Governor-General has heard, with extreme regret, of the deser¬ 
tion of the camel-drrvors at Attock, on the 7th instant ; and his Lordship 
fears that you may be exposed to great inconvenience, for want of the 
stores that convoy of camels was conveying totf^on. 

7. Every exertion is now making to efl'eet the purchase of 4,000 
niul(!s in the upi)er provinee.s, and Mr. Clerk is likewise exerting all his 
influence in tlie endeavour to purchase camels in the territory adjoiniug 
tlie Sutlej. 

8 . 'Pile Governor-General hopes, that by the middle of August or 
the, beginning of September, your army will be fully equipped with car- 
riage. 

I have, &c., 

T. IT. Maudociv. 

N<). 394.— Major-Gmeral Nott to Mr. Maddock. 

Candnluir, June H, 1842. 

SiH,—1 have _ the Iiouour to acknowledge the receijit of your letter of 
<ho 7th of May, 1842, and beg to assure you, for the information of the 
Governor-General of India, that my best endeavoufs shall be constantly 
exerted to carry into (iffect the orders conveyed in your letters of the 13th 
ami I9th of April, and that of the 7th ultimo. 

n 3 
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iieiiig well a%are, from experience, of tluj unhealthy state of Qiietta 
(luring the months of July, August, and September, it is my wish to 
keep the troo[m at Candahar until the J 5th of September ; but should 
circumstances render it necessary for the safety of the troops under my 
command, that retirement should take pktee at an earlier perittd, his Lord- 
ship may rely upon my doing what ntay be re(|uisite for the reputation 
of our arras and for the Itouour of our country. 

I have, &c., 

W. XoTT. 


No. .195.— Mnjor-Grucral Nolt to Mr. Maddorh. 

. CaiiUahfir, June 11, IS4'd. 

Sir, —With reference to your letter of the 19th of April, 1812, and t(' 
my reply under date the 2Isf ultimo, I have now the honour to acnpiaint 
yoiftliat Brigadier Wymer’s detacliment has returned to (’'anduliar, giviii;: 
escort to the guns, ammunition, tkc., from Kelat-i-Ghil/ic, and tliat he 
reports having destroyed the works of that forf, agreeably to his instruc¬ 
tions. 

I have, &c., 

W’. Nott. 


No. 396.— Mftjor-O'enrral Pollock to Mr. MtiddiK-k. 


Jellalalmd, 'June 18, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledg<> the receipt of your letter, 
dated 4th instant, giving cover to out; from you, to the address of Mr. 
Clerk, instructing him to procure carriage-cattle for tliis force. 1 trust 
that, through Mr. Clerk’s exertions, I shall not long be witliout the means 
of moving. I shall keep Mr. Clerk informed ol our wants from time to 
time. * 


By the 1 st October it is to be lioped tlus rivers will have fallen, in wliieli 
case they will be fordable at certain parts^ when fewer boats would jM^r- 
haps be required to form a bridge. 

W'itli regard to i(assing through the Punjab, liy difl'eremt routes,—it 
supplies are forthcoming, the whole for(-e might return on one route in 
two divisions, leaving an interval of a day betw(«ii each, and, by this 
means, there would be less destruction to the cultivation. 


I buv(!. Ac., 

Gko. J’oi.lock. 


No. 397,— 3fqfor-(i'cncrnl Pollock to 3Ir. 31addock. 

Jelh,labnd,.June 21, 1842. 

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowltjdge the receipt of your letter ot 

date 6th .Tune, 1843. 1 beg to state that had it been in my power to 

retire on Pesliawtir, I should not have delayed doing so, for the f»irj>osp 
of making over Jellalaliad to the Sikh troops, uidess the transfer couh* 
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(lavft been effi'eted immediatelj'. It will be observed thSt in my letter, 
No. (>4 (to whicli your.s. No. ill3, is a re]>ly,) I liave stated tliat, owing 
10 the want of carriage-cattle, it was not in iny power to witlidraw this 
army. 

1 consider it higldy desirable that the transfer of this valley should be 
made to the Sikh OovcrniDent belbre the army under my command is 
withdrawn ; and as the arniiigements for this measure will neces¬ 
sarily occupy some time, I liave deemed it advisable to write to Mr. 
(Merk.on the suliject, a copy of wliicli letter I have now tlie honour to 
inclose. 

1 hav<>. &c., 

Geo. Pollock. 

No, 398.— Mdjor-Gmrrul l\tUvc}< to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellidalxul, June 21, 1842. 

Silt,—I liave the honour to forward copies and translations of a letter 
from Maliorned Shall Khan Ghilzie to the address of Captain Maegregor, 
and of my reply tlicrclo. 

It is projicr to inention Capt. Maegregor’s letter to Mahomed Shah 
Klian was written before my arrival Iicre. 

I have, ike., 

Geo. Pollock. 

No. .399.— 'Fixtjt slat ion of a iMtcr from 3Ialionwd Shah Khan 
(ihilzir to Cuphdn JMacaretior, icithout date. 

Your letter has been received, and has afforded me much pleasure. I 
ii.ivc been much pleased with what you say regarding the release of the 
Knirlish gentlemen who are under my protection, anti the friendship which 
V Hi .ixpress for rny relations, and the message which you sent by the 
' carer of the lettiT, desiring me to send, or cause to be sent, the gentle- 
fiien to Major-General Polloi'k, as the English Government would 
reward such service. My friend, ingratitude is not permitted in ymur 
religion nor in mine. 1 also wish, that in the way of friendship, they 
■ 'lie prisoners') may be released from the Sirdar (Mahomed Akbar), you 
should niakt> a good arfaugeinent for their release, and write me the par¬ 
ticulars, that I may discuss the proposal with the Sirdar. I hope in 
Cod that iny friendly disposal to the Eiiglisli may be always known. 


No. dOO.—(Translation.) .Hfr. McGregor to Mahomed Shah 

Gkilzie. 

JellalabaJ, June 21, 1842. 

I'lie friendly letter which you wrote to Captain Maegregor has been 
rt'ccived, and I have perfectly understood its contents. You write “ that 
an arrangement connected with the release of the prisoners ought to be 
explained and discussed here.” It is very desirable “that an arrangement 
should be made for reksising all the prisoners who are at Cabool, Ghuz- 
'»'(■, and Buddeabad. If all tlie English prisoners who are in this 

B 3 2 
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coiinfry are collected together and released, the Aifgiians who are in 
liindoostan shall also be set free. You should arrange this matter so 
that there may be no meiMton of paying money, and according to the 
proposal I have made of ‘ aii exchange of prisoners, because it is not 
accorditag to the custom of nations to purcliose the release of prisoners. 

It is desirable tliat to attiiiu that object some trustworthy person be 
sent by the Chiefs as an ambassador, with whom the matter can be 
discussed. 


No; 40J.— Mr, Maildock to Major-GeJu;ral Nutt. 

Alldhahcui, July 4, 1842. 

Sib, —The Govemcj-General having understood that Major-General 
Pollock was, on the 17th ultimo, about to move a force upon Pesh Bolak, 
and subsequently to make a movement in advance, thinks it expedient to 
transmit to you a copy of my letter to the Major-General of the 1st of 
June, that you may not be misled into the belief that any change has 
taken place in the main object of tlie instructions heretofore furnished to 
the Major-General. 

2. His Lordship has heard with great satisfaction that a convoy of 
3,000 camels has passed up the Kojuck Pass, and he now hopes that 
your .army, or the principal part of it, will be sufficiently equipiied with 
carriage. 

1 have, &c., 

T. H. M.\ddock. 

No. 402.— Mr. Muddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Allahabad, July 4, 1842. 

Sin,—It has given great satisfaction to the Governor-General to learn, 
from your letter of the 14th ultimo, that you have sufficient means of 
movement to be enabled to act upon the suggestions contained in my 
letter of the 1st ultimo. 

2 . You will not have mistaken tlic object of that letter, which was 
merely to suggest that, as far as your means of movement allowed, you 
should make your strength felt by the enemy during the period of your 
necessary detention in the valley of the Cabool river. 

3. No cluinge has, from the first, taken place in the Govemor-Gc- 
neral’s views of the expediency of withdrawing your army at the earliest 
period, consistent witli the health and efficiency of the troops, that is, as 
is now understood, in the beginning of October. 

' , I have, &c., 

; T. H. Maddock. 


No. 403.— Governor-General of India to the Sebret Committee. 

• Allahabad, July 8, No. 24a, 1842. 

IIONOBAB1.E SiBS,—I Send herewith copies of letters addressed by me 
to Major-General Nott, to Major-General Pollock, to Major Outram, and 
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to tlie Governor of Bombay, and of a memorandum for Major-General 
Sir Cliarles Napier. 

All these documents I liave deemed it necessary to withhold, for the 
present, from the records of the offices here, on account of the absolute 
uei^essity of preserving secrecy in the important matter to which they 
refer. 

They will be placed ujjon the records as soon as Major-General Nott’s 
decision shall be known. 

My letter to Major-General Nott so fully explains the grounds upon 
which I have ventured to afford him an option as to the line of his retire¬ 
ment upon the Indus, that I deem it necessary to do more than refer you 
to the document itself, for an explanation of ray views upon the subject. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenbobough. 

No. 404.— The Govcrtm-Gcneral of India to Major-General Nott. 

AUahahtd, June 4, 1842. 

General, —You will have learnt from Mr. Maddock’s letters of the 
I.jfh Miij', and 1st of June, that it was not expected that your movement 
towards the Indus could be made till October, -regard being had to the 
health and efficiency of your army. 

You apjtear to have been able to give a sufficient equiinnent to the 
force you recently dispatched to Kelat-i-Ghilzie, under Colonel Wymer ; 
and, since his return, you will have received, as I infer from a private 
hitter addressed by Major Outram to Captain Durand, my private secre¬ 
tary, a further supply of 3,000 camels. 

1 have now, therefore, reason to suppose, for the first time, that you 
hj^ve the means of moving a very large proportion - of your army with 
ample equipment for any service. 

There has been no defieieney of provisions at Candahar at any time ; 
and, immediately after the harvest, you will have an abundant supply. 

Nothing has occurred to induce mo to change my first opinion, that 
the measure, commanded by considerations of political and military pru¬ 
dence, is to bring back the armies now in Afighanistan at the earliest 
])eriod at which their retirement can be effected, consistently with the 
liealth and efficiency of the troops, into positions wherein they may have 
easy and certain communication witli India ; and to this extent the in¬ 
structions you have received remain unaltered. But the improved position 
of your army, with sufficidnt means of carriage for as large a force as it is 
necessary to move in Atfghanistan, induces me now to leave to your option 
the line by which you shall withdraw your troops from that country. 

1 must desire, however, that, in forming your decision upon this most 
important question, you wilt attend to the following considerations. 

In the direction of Quetta ajid Sukkur, there is no enemy to oppose 
you : at each place occupied by detachments, you will find provisions : 
and, probably, as you descend the passes, you will have increased means 
of carriage. The operation is one admitting of. no doubt as to its 
success. 

If you determine upon moving upon Ghuznec, Cabool, and Jellalabad, 
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you will require, lur the transport of provisions, a much larger amount of 
carriage ; and you tvill be practically without communications, from the 
time of your leaving Candahar. Dependent entirely upon the courage of 
your army, and upon your own ability in directing it, I should hot have 
any doubt as to tire success of the operation ; but whether you will be 
able to obtain provisions I'or your troops, dijring the whole march, and 
forage for your animals, may be a matter of reasonable doubt. Yet 
upon this your suoia^ will turn. 

You must remember that it was not the superior courage of the Aff- 
gbans, but want, and the inclemency of the season, which led to the de¬ 
struction of the army at Ciibool ; and you must feci as I do, that tlie loss 
of another array, from whatever cause it might arise, might be fatal to 
«mr Government in India. 

I 'do not undervalue the aid wliicli our Government in India would 
receive from the successful execution by your army of a march through 
Ghuzuee and Cabool, over the scenes of oim late disasters. I know all 
the ellcct whicli it would have upon the minds of our soldiers, of our 
allies, of our enemies in Asia, and of our countrymen, and of all foreign 
nations in Europe. It is an object of just ambition, which no one more 
than myself would rt^joice to see effected ; but I see that failure in the 
attemj:t is certain and irretrievable ruin ; and I would endeavour to 
inspire you with tlic necessary .caution, and make you feel that, great as 
are tlie objects to be obtained by success, the risk is great also. 

If you determine upon moving by Gliuznee, and entirely give up your 
communications by Quetta, I should suggest that you should take with 
you only the most efficient troops and men you have, securing the retreat 
of the remainder upon Killa-Abdoola and Quetta. 

You will, in such case, consider it to l)e entirely a question to be de¬ 
cided by yourself, according to circumstances, wdicther you shall destroy, 
or not the fortifications of Candahar ; but, before you set out upon yoii- 
adventurous marcli, do not fail to make tlie retirement of the force you 
Icax e behind you, perfectly .secure, and give such instructions as you 
deem necessary for the ultimate retirement of the troops in Sinde, upon 
Sukkur. 

You will recollect fliat what you w'ill Iiave to make is a successful 
mai'ch ; that tliat march must not be delayed by any hazardous operations 
against Ghuzriee or Cabool ; that )'OU should carefully calculate the time 
required to enable you to reach Jcllalabad in the first week in October, 
so as to form the rear-guard of Major-General Pollock’s army. If you 
should be enabled by a coup-de-main to get jiossessiou of Ghuznee and 
Cabool, you will act as you see fit, and leave decisive proofs of the power 
of the British army, without imjieaching its humanity. You will bring 
away from the tomb of Mabraood of Ghuznee, his club, which hangs over 
it ; and ^ou will firing away the gates of his tomb, whicli are the gates 
of the Temple of Soiiinaut. These will be the just trophies of your 
successful march. 

You will not fail to disguise your intention of moving, and to acquaint 
Majo^-General Pollock with your plau.s, as soon as you have formed them. 
A copy of this letter xGH be forwarded to Major-General Pollock to-day; 
and he will be instructed, by a forward movement, to facilitate youn 
advance ; but he will probably not deem it necessary to move any troojis 
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actually to Cabool, where your force will be amply sufifcient to beat any 
thing the Affghans can oj>pose to it. The operations, however, of tlic 
two armies, must be combined, upon their approach, so as to cfTcct, with 
the least possible loss, the occupation of Cabool, and keep open the com¬ 
munications between Cabool and Peshawur. 

One apprehension upon my mind is that, in the event of your deciding 
upon moving on Jellalabad, by Ghuznee and Cabool, the accumulation of 
so great a force as tJiat of your army, combined with Major-General 
Pollock’s, in the narrow valley t)f the Cabool river, may produce material 
dilliculties in the nmtter of provisions and forage ; but every effort will 
I)e made from India to diminish tliat difficulty, slmuld you adopt that line 
of retirement. 

This letter remains absolutely secret. 

I Iiave, &c., 

En,KKnouotioii. ■ 


No. 40.5.— The Goirrnor-Grnrnd of India io Major-General 

Pollock. 

AUuhahad, Jidy 4, 1842. 

Gkxeral, —I Iiave the honour to communicate to yon a copy of a 
letter I liavo tliis day addressed to Major-General Nott. You will endea¬ 
vour to eombine your movements as far as you can with those of tlie 
Major-General, should he decide upon adopting the line of retirement 
by Gliuzncc and Cabool ; and as soon as he shall have advanced beyond 
Ghuznee, you will, as .senior officer, issue such orders to Major-General 
Nott as you may deem fit ; but until the Major-General shall Iiave parsed 
Ghuznee, his movements must rest with himself, as he alone can know all 
tlic circumstaBCCs by which tlicy must be detenuined. 

1 have, &c., 

Ellen uoROUGH. 


No. 406.—(Extract.) The Goi'eriior-Gcncral of India to Major- 

General Nott. 

AlMahad, July 5, 1842. 

In the event of your ava’fling yourself of the option given to you in my 
letter of yesterday’s date, and of your deciding upon tlie route of Gliuz- 
nee and Cabool, 1 have to c.xpfess my wish that you should send Major- 
General England to command at Sukkur. 

In the event of your moving upon Ghuznee, I request you will give tlie 
earliest intimation of.your intention to Sir George Artliur,' the Gfovernor 
of Bombay. I shall write confidentially to Sir George Arthur, and de¬ 
sire liim, in such an event, to send, as soon as (he season will permit, 
Major-General Sir Charles Napier to command all tlie forces between the 
Kojuck and the Indus. 
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No.-407 .—Mcivoraiulum by the Govenwr-Gaurral of India, for 
Major-General Sir Charles Napier. 

Allahabad, July 6, 1842. 

It is to be expected that, iti the event of Major-General Nott’s moving 
upon Ghuznee and Cabool, he will take with him the two British regi¬ 
ments, and nearly all his cavalry ; and that the force which he will send 
back into Sinde will consist of Bombay troops, and the lute Sliah Shoo- 
ja’s, and the Poontdi Horse, and to these may probably be added detach¬ 
ments of nearly all the regiments taken on to Ghuznee, consisting of the 
old and weak and sickly men. 

Probably the force taken on will not exceed 7,000 men. There lias 
been no return for a long time of the amount of force Major-General Nott 
has ; but probably about 4,000 men wduld, together with some number 
of refugees, proceed to the valley of Pisheen. 

The whole objeet of the Government is to draw down to Sliikarjiore, 
Sukkur, and Bukkur, all the troops left by Major-General Nott, and all 
those now below the Kojuck Pass, at as early a period as may be consist¬ 
ent with their health and efficiency. They cannot begin to move till 
October, and their march need not be hurried, 

It is apprehended that there will be a great defieiency of cavalry with 
this force ; and Sir George Arthur will have the goodness to consi¬ 
der with Sir Charles Napier how the deficiency can best be supjilied. 
Our allies, the Ameers of Khyrpoor and llydraliad, have not been wholly 
without suspicion of infidelity to the British Government ; and it is not 
quite impossible that a portion of’'the force may be required to visit Ily- 
drabad before its return to Bombay. There are likewise some arraijge- 
inents to be made respecting the Island of Bukkur and the town, of Suk- 
kur, which will be facilitated by the presence of a considerable body of 
troops at that point. 

The Bengal Regiment there would be witlnlrawn. 

In any case, some force, amounting, at least, to a strong Ijrigade, would 
be left at Bukkur and Sukkur. 

Kurachee will continue to be held for a time. The garrison there 
might be strengthened, if necessary, but no more troops will be sent from 
Bombay thither. 

Major Outram, and all the political-authorities, would be placed under 
the Major-General. * 

J have, &c., 

ELLKNBOROUOn. 


No. 408.— The Goi'ernor-General of India to Major Outram. 

Allahahad, July 7, 1842. 

Sm,—It is expedient that Major-Genenil Nott should have sent up lo 
him, without delay, every camel and other animal of burthen or draught 
you may be able to dispatch to him with security. 

I desire, therefore,,that you will take immediate measures for sending 
them up. 

You. will have the goodness not to mention your having received th*> 
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letter except to the Major-Generak; and it would be dfesirable that the 
frequent transmission of public despatches to Candahar should not' be 
taken notice of. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenbobocgh. 


No. 409.— The Governor-General of India to the Secret Committee. 

Allahabad, August 6, No. 28, 1842. 

IIoNOOBABLE Sirs, —Mr. Glcrk informed me, on the 23rd of .luly, 
tliat the state of his health would render it necessary for him to jirocced 
to the hills at the latest on the 10th of September, and to abstain from 
all business for six months or a year. 

2. Until the 10th of September, Mr. Clerk feeling the urgency of 
the several matters he had in hand, is willing to remain, although with 
considerable risk to him'self 

3. Your Honorable Committee are well aware of the value of Mr. 
Clerk’s services,'and of the extent of his personal influence with the Dur¬ 
bar of Lahore and the Sikh chiefs, and population on both banks of the 
Sutlej,—an influence without which, at the present time, it would be per-' 
fcctly impossible to furnish Major-General Pollock’s army with the sup¬ 
plies required to make it cajiable of executing any extended military 
movement. 

4. By you, therefore, as by me, the temporary retirement of Mr. 
Clerk must be felt as a very serious public misfortune. To me it seemed 
so nearly to affect the success of the several measures in which he is now 
engaged as the Governor-Generars x\gent, that I decided at once to ])ro- 
ceed to join him as soon as the overland mail, which will convey this letter, 
may be dispatched ; aud I hope that 1 may be able, after passing two days 
at each of the stations of Cawnpore, Meerut, and Kurnaul, to arrive at 
Simla on or about the time of Mr. Clerk’s arrival there, and to have 
the opportunity of communicating personally witli him, and hisExccllen- 

the Coinmander-iu-Chief, for six or seven weeks, before I proceed to 
join the army of reserve at P%rozepore. 

5. The tune and place of assembling that army had, until within 
these few days, been left undecided ; but the recent complexion of the 
accounts from the Punjab, and Mr. Clerk’s opinmn, in conformity with 
that I have been led to form, that the continuance of the existing Govern¬ 
ment in that country is very doubtful, induced me at once to fix Feroze- 
pore as the place of assembly, and the 1.5th of November a*s the time. 

6 . The assembling of so considerable an army at the time at that 
point will have a material effect in strengthening the existing Govern¬ 
ment of Lahore ; it will, I tnist, generally flicilit.ate the operations of the 
armies in Aftghanistan ; by the appearance of assured support, it will 
give confidence to the troops composing the force itself, and.some experi¬ 
ence in the greater movements of war to our officers ; while exhibiting 
eur undiminished military strength to the States by which we are sur¬ 
rounded, it will induce the abandonment of any iatentions they might 
entertain of hostility to our Government. 

7. I have from the first been so satisfied of the policy of assembling 
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this army, that I*3iave hardly deemed it iiecessarj’ to advert to the obvious 
reasons for it. If 1 could at any time have entertained a doubt about the 
expediency of the measure, that doubt would have been removed by Mr. 
Clerk’s having suggested it very soon after I was in communication with 
the Commander-in-Chief flpon the subject, and by his having more than 
once, and again recently recurred to it, as a step calculated to be eminent¬ 
ly useful in the present state of affairs. 

8 . I proceed to Simla for the same reason for which I came to Allaha¬ 
bad, with the view of placing myself in the position in which the presence 
of superior authority %• the direction of political and military measures, 
seems to be most essential to the public service. 

9. There are inconveniences undoubtedly attending the separation of 
the Governor-General from the Council of India, and I see and feel 
their weight. I was in hopes, that under very fevourable circumstances, 
I might have been enabled to return to the Presidency in January, after 
having arranged in a secure maauer the affairs which drew me hither, and 
those hopes are not yet renounced ; but I must admit that the circum¬ 
stances developed in the “ Punjab Intelligence,” the murder of Mace 
Cliuiid Coonwur, the evident suspicions of Raja Goolaub Sing, the jea^ 
lousies and uneasiness manifested by the Maharaja, and his occasional in¬ 
discretion in making known his feeling.s, together with the conversations 
in the durbar, which exhibit generally, on the part of the Chiefs, doubts 
of the continuance of our power, and suspicions of our intentions, if we 
should retain it. All these circumstances concur to make me apprehen¬ 
sive, that however favorable may be the result of our proceedings in 
Affghanistan, it may still be necessary tlmt I should remain during the 
next hot season, especially in the absence of Mr. Clerk, to watch events, 
and provide for all contingencies. 

I have, &c., 

Ellknborocgii. 


No. 410.— The Gwernor-Gencral of India to the Secret Committee. 

Alltihnbad, ^vgnst 1(5, No. 29, A, 1S42. 

Honockable Sirs, —I have the honor to forward to you several letters, 
written subsequently to my secret and confidential dispatch, in which 1 
communicated the option I had offered to Major-General Nott, of retiring 
by Ghuznee and Cabodl, instead of by Quetta. 

These letters I have, equally with the others, deemed it necessary for 
the good of thb public service, to keep this day entirely secret. 

I have only communicated, generally, in a private letter to Mr. Clerk, 
my Agent on the north-west frontier, the substance of,the instructions 
addressed to Generals Nott and Pollock, with a view to his guidance in 
negotiations with the Durbar of Lahore. 

You will perceive, from the perusal of these letters, that I adhere ab¬ 
solutely to my original intention of withdrawing the whole army from 
Attghanistan ; and that I have, in the most empliatic manner, repeated 
the order before given for that withdrawal. 

Some risk I' deem it justifiable to incur for the recovery of the guns 
and of the prisoners, and with the view of exhibiting the triumpliant 
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march of a British army over the ground, on which iteonce suffered de¬ 
feat ; but I consider the preservation of the army in Affghanistan essen¬ 
tial to the preservation of our empire in India ; and, however the world 
might forgive or applaud me, I should never forgive myself, if I exposed 
that army to any material and serious danger, Ibr the possible accomplish¬ 
ment of any object now to be obtained in Affghanistan. 

My hope and expectations are that, without incurring such danger, I 
shall effect, through the instructions 1 have given, every object now de¬ 
sired by the people of England. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenbokoxjgh. 

No. 411.— The Governor-General of India to Major-General Nott. 

Allahabad, Jidy 10, 1842. 

General, —Your means of communicirtion with Major-General Pollock 
must be so uncertain, that I think it right to send you a cqty of a letter 
1 received from him to-day, conveying information as to his present plans, 
and as to the extent of carriage he possesses ; which may be of use to 
you in enabling you to come to a safe decision, as to your line of retire¬ 
ment. 

Every effort is making to increase Major-General Pollock’s amoUnt of 
carriage ; but there is such a tt!rror of Affghanistan, on the part of the 
drivers of camels, that furtlicr, and extensive, desertions may be expect¬ 
ed, and the animals which leave Ferozepore may never reach Jellalabad. 

Your success and your safety must, in a great measure, depend upon 
tlie support you may receive from tlie Major-General, by a march upon 
Cabool, simultaneous with yours ; aud you see what apprehensions he en¬ 
tertains of passing Gundamuck. 

Tlie return of your two armies to India, in a state of efficiency, is of 
more importance than any success you might obtain at a great cost of 
men ; and, as 1 have already told you, the occurrence of another great 
reverse w'ould be of very fatal consequence. 

With tiiese cautions, I m^ again leave the line of your retirement to 
your own decision, to be fouMed upon your knowledge of circumstances, 
^ the period wlien your march would commence ; and I can only again 
*sure you, that the most favorable construction will be put upon your 
conduct. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenboeocgh. 

No. 412,— The Governor-General of India to Major-Geieeral Nott. 

Allahabad, July 16, 1842. 

(Extract)—Such earnest representations have been made to the Deputy 
Commissary-General, who is at Loodiana, to Mr. Clerk, and to Major- 
Ceneral Battin'c, who are in communication with the Deputy Commissary- 
General, upon the subject of the carriage and supplies required for 
Miijor-GenerAl Pollock’s arm\', aud it has been so distinctly stated to 
them, that it is absolutely necessary that Msgor-General Pollock should 
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]mve the means ofe moving his whole army, with fourteen day’s provisions, 
by the 21st of September ; that I feel satisfied that every exertion will 
be made, and that, if that army be not on that day so equipped as to be 
enabled to move in any direction, it will be the result of circumstances 
beyond human power to control. 

i have suggested that the supplies furnished to Major-General Pollock 
should be calculated for 700 men beyond the number of the troops now 
with him, on the ground that it may be netiessary to give provisions from 
our magazines to the Sikh .troops ; but, in fact, with a view to the 
possible advance of the army under your command. 

Mahomed Akbar has told Mohun Lall, that, in the event of the British 
army advancing, he shall not meet it in the field, but defend the town of 
Cabool ; upon which I immediately sent 400 more rockets to Major- 
General Pollock. 

I hope you have received the rockets I sent to you by dawk. They left 
Allahabad on the 14th of Maj, and were, 1 believe, at Ferozepore, on 
the 10th of June. Your engineer officers will be aware that the composi¬ 
tion iti the rockets should be taken out, and re-made, as it will have 
been injured by the heat. 

I do not know whether you are aware, that Major-General Pollock has 
no buttering guns. 


No.. 41.S.— The Girccrnor-Gcnerul of India to Major-General 

ToUock. ■ 


Allahabad, July 17 , 1842 . 

General, —The accounts I have received to-day from Major Outrara, 
of Major-General IS’ott’s present means of carriage, and of the facilities 
which exist for increasing them, lead me to think that no difficulty on 
that head will occur, to pri;vcnt the Major-General from executing the 
march upon Ghuznee and Cabool, which he was authorized to make by 
my letter of the 4th instant, of which I tri^mitled a copy to you. 

Major Outran! says, that Major-GenenH Nott has already sufficient 
carriage for present purposes ; and he can obtain, on hire or by pur¬ 
chase, 3000 or 4000 more camels for Ids force, whenever he pleas^ 
Major Outran! has directed about IdOO camels now at Sukkur, to pro¬ 
ceed to Ferozepore, if the marcli can be made at tins season. I have sent 
instructions to Mr. Clerk, to communicate with the Lahoi’e Government, 
about the march of these camels by way of Mooltau, or any shorter (and 
practicable) route of Peshawur. 

Your carriage will, if my orders can be obeyed, be completed by the 
21st of September, to what will be sufficient to move, in any direction, 
your whole force. 

I really do think that at last‘all are working zealously and earnestly 
for you equipment. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenboboi'gii. 
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No. 414.— The Gmcrnor-Genetal of India to JHajor Outr9m^ 

Allahabad, July 17, 1842 . 

Sir, —I gather from Major-General Nott’s letter to you of the 22nd 
ultimo, and your reply thereto, that the Major-General was in want of 
money, and that you had six lacs in the treasury at Quetta. 

In all probability the Major-General will therefore have given you 
instructions to send up the largest portion of the money in your treasury 
to him at Candahar ; but, whatever may be the state of your treasury 
when you receive this letter, I request that you will at once, if .you ean 
do so safely, send up to Major-General Nott all you have disposable ; and, 
deeming the urgency of supplying his force to be greater than that of 
supplying the force below, you will even run the risk of exposing yourself 
at Quetta to temporary inconvenience, in your endeavour to meet the 
demands of tlie force at Candahar. 

I am much gratified, by the accounts received from you to-day, of the 
extent of carriage now at Major-General Nott’s disposal, and of the 
fiicilities with which you think it can be immediately increased. It is 
essential that the Major-General’s array should have furnished to it ample 
means of moving in every direction; and'I indulge the hope that, 
through your able and zealous exertions, this has now been done. 

I have, &c., 

El.LRNBOBOnOH. 

No. 415.— T/ie Governor-General of India to Major-General 

Pollock, 


Allahabad, July 23 , 1842 . 

General, —I am in hopes that Major-General Nott will to-day be in 
possession of my letter of the 4th instant, and that you will, very soon 
after you receive this letter, be made acquainted with the Major-General’s 
intentions. 

My expectation is, that Major-General Nott will feel himself sufficiently 
strong, and be sufficiently p^pvided with carriage, to march upon Ghuznee 
and Cabool. 

I have taken the precaution of instructing Major Outram to send up 
*to Candahar every disposable camel, and all the treasure at Quetta, about 
five or six lacs ; and I have likewise instructed Major Leech, who may 
have reached Quetta, to return to Candahar. M;yor Leech’s local 
knowledge will be of much use to Major-General Nott, if he should 
advance on Ghuznee and Cabool. 

Major-General Nott, looking forward to the difficulties of the march, 
and the uncertain time it may occupy, and necessarily impressed with a 
deep sense of the importance terminating the whole combined opera¬ 
tions, and bring off the two armies into the plains before the commence¬ 
ment of severe weather, will hasten his preparations for leaving Candahar, 
and I anticipate his being able to do so by the 15th of August. 

I do npt apprehend that between Candaliar and Ghuznee any obstacles 
will be offered to his march, by an enemy disfiieartened by repeated 
discomfiture, and completely taken by surprise ; and I look forward to 
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the aniiy from ClUidalmr being to tlie north of Gliuznee by the 10th of 
September. 

I have used every exertion in my power to complete the equipment 
of your army with carriage. From fifteen to twenty lacs of treasure 
will be forwarded to you, in addition to the ten already transmitted ; 
and the Commissariat has been directed to provide the means of 
carriage- for provisions for 7,o00 men beyond the amount of ’your 
present force, such carriage being equal to the transport of fourteen 
days’ supply. 

I am assured by Mr. Clerk, that the requisite carriage will be furnished 
by the time fixed—that was, originally, the 1st of October ; and since, 
the 21st of September. 

I am hardly sanguine enough to think that all I have directed to be 
done, will be done by that earlier day ; but 1 certainly entertain the ex¬ 
pectation that, leaving, as you probably will, the 2ud Regiment of Native 
Infantry, and 200 Irregular Cavalr)^ in the Khyber Pass, to occupy that 
position, and leaving likewise a garrison in .Jellalabad, you will possess 
sufficient carriage to move the remainder of your army in advance, to 
support the march of Major-General Nott upon Cabool. 

Mahomed Akbar Khan will probably retire from Cabool, on the 
appearance of the combined army. 

The expectations of its advance will revive and invigorate the factions 
opposed to that chief; and it is not altogether improbable, that the result 
may be his overthrow, and the nominal establishment of a Royal Govern¬ 
ment, in the person of some other chief, or of the Prince Futteh Jung. 

You are already authorized to trgat with a de facta Government for the 
exchange of prisoners ; but you will avoid doing any act from which it 
might be iufinTcd that the British Government recognized any authority 
which may be e.stablished in Cabool. 

You will distinctly declare that you are not authorized to make any 
such recognition, and you will refer the matter to me. 

The object of the combined march of your army, and Major-General 
Nott’s upon Cabool, will be to exhibit our strength where we suffered 
defeat ; to inflict just, but not vindictive, retribution upon the Affghaus ; 
and to recover the guns and colours, as well ifc the prisoners, lost by our 
army. 

The first of these objects is evidently attainable ; but I cannot but 
entertain much doubt whether even the presence of two victorious 
armies at Cabool will eflect the reeovery of the prisoners. 

The difficulty of recovering the prisoners arises from the cireurastanco 
of there being no strong established Governmefit in Cabool, which would 
have at once the will, and the power, to coerce individual chiefs, and to 
compel them to surrender the prisoners they may respectively have in 
their possession, for the purpose of relieving the country from the pre¬ 
sence of a foreign army. 

Our coercion of the Government of Algiers in 1816, led to the resto¬ 
ration of slaves, the private property of individuals ; but the Govern¬ 
ment of Algiers Wjts strong, and had power to compel such restitution. 
The apprehension of the con.sequences which might result from further 
refusal to surrender the Russian slaves, led the Government of Khiva, in 
the last year, to compel individuals to give up their property ; but the 
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Government of Khiva, too, was strong, and liad the •power to enforce 
obedience to its will. 

There is no such Government, and there is no present prospect of the 
establishment of any such Government, at Cabool ; and, most unfortu¬ 
nately, the early and frequent mention of ransom has led those who hold 
our prisoners in tlieir power, to consider them as a valuable property. 

The pressure of war may undoubtedly become so severe as to induce a 
somewhat general desire amongst the Affghans to terminate hostilities 
with us, by the surrender of all they have taken from us, and tliis general 
desire may practically compel the restitution of the prisoners ; but I 
look to this event, as one rather to be desired than expected. 

There is one other event, too, rather to be desired than mcpccted, per¬ 
haps, but which must be deemed of not impossible occurrence,—the 
surfender of Mahomed Akbar Khan into your hands by the faction hos¬ 
tile to him. 

To the possession of that chiefs person, I attach very great import¬ 
ance. You are already authorized to give an assurance, tliat his life shall 
be spared ; but you will not make any other condition, nor make that 
lightly. I earnestly desire that that chief, the avowed murderer of Sir 
William Macnaghten, and the betrayer of a British army, should edme 
into our power without any riondition whatsoever. 

Should Mahomed Akbar retain his authority after your advance upon 
Cabool, he will endeavour to protract any negociation, in which he 
will involve you, so as to detain you at Cabool until the severe season 
shall return, when he will expect to obtain over you the same success 
which he obtained over our army last year, through the same means of 
cold and famine. 

You will, therefore,, not delay any operation whatever, which military 
considerations would suggest to you, in (sonsequence of any pending 
negotiation. You v^ill, as long as the season permits you to remain with 
perfect security, rely upon j'our own force, arid upon that alone, for the 
effecting of your objects, and exert that force vigorously, giving every 
proof of British power, which is not inconsistent with the usages of war, 
and the dictates of British huiuinity ; but you will never forget that, 
after so exhibiting that j) 0 wer, you are, without allowing yourself to be 
diverted therefrom by any object, to obey the positive orders of your 
Government to withdraw your army from Affghanistan. 

It will be your highest praise, after having re-established the opinion 
of the invincibility of the British arms upon the s<!ene of their late 
misfortunes, to restore its armies to India in a perfectly efficient stale, at 
a period, when I assure you that their presence in India is most desirable. 

I trust that the last man of the two armies will have repassed the 
Sutlej by the 1st of January; and that I may then have the satisfaction 
of offering to you my personal congi'atulations upon your having success¬ 
fully accomplished every object you have been directed to effect, and 
realized every reasonable wish of your country. 

I have, &c.. 


Ellenbobough. 
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No. 416.— Majdr-Gencral Notl to the Govemor^General of India, 

Candahar, July 26, 1842. 

Mr Lobd,—H aving well considered tlid subject of your Lordship’s 
letter of the 4th instant; having looked at the. difficulties in every point 
of view, and reflected on the advantages which would*attend a successful 
accomplishment of such a move, and the moral influence it would have 
throughout Asia ; I have come to a determination to retire a portion of 
the army under my command, via Ghuznee and Cabool. I shall take 
with me, not a large, but a compact and well tried force on which I can 
rely. Your Lordship may rest assured that all prudence, and every mili¬ 
tary precautidn, shall be observed : there shall be no unnecessary risk ; 
and, if expedient, I will mask Ghuznee, and even Cabool. But, if an^p- 
portunity should offer, I will endeavour to strike a decisive blow for the 
honor of our arms. 

The greatest difficulty I am likely to experience will be the want of 
forage in the neighbourhood of Cabool, and thence to Jellalabad, in con¬ 
sequence of the large bodies of horse, which have so long consumed,- and 
still continue to ^nsume it, I, therefore,, hope that measures will be 
taken to have supplies of forage, and a few comforts for the European 
troops stored at Jellalabad, which place I shall endeavour to regulate my 
march so as to reach the first week of October. 

I have commenced iurangements for the remainder of the force retiring 
upon Sukkur, under the command of Major-General England, who will 
receive the necessary instructions for his guidance in withdrawing the 
troops from Candahar, and the different posts between this and Shikar- 
pore. 

I am most anxious, notwithstanding the conduct of the Affghan chiefs, 
that our army should leave deep impression on the people of this country, 
of our character for forbearance and humanity. 

All our guns, also six brass pieces, belonging to the late Shah Shooja- 
ool-Molk, shall be taken to Sukkur. _ All unserviceable articles, not 
worth the carriage, will be destroyed. 

Having now acquainted your Lordship of my determination, I sliall 
not fail to keep your Lordship constantly informed of my proce^ings. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 417.— Mnjor-Outram to the Governor-General of India. 

Quetta, July 26 , 1842 . 

Mt Lonn,—had the honor to receive your Lordsliip’s commands, 
dated 7th instant, this morning, and I beg to inclose, for your Lordship’s 
information, the copy of a letter I immediately addressed to Major- 
General Nott in consequence. 

The Major-General having intimated, on the 19th instant, that he had 
then within 800 camels of what he required, to move all the troops at 
Candahar ; and, as he must have since provided some, by purchase I pre¬ 
sume tliat the additional 5001 now purpose sending, will meet his entire 
wants. 
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Having, I confidently trust, secured the resource9»of Beloocliistan, I 
liavc no fear of not being able to furuisli what may hereafter be requisite 
for the troops to the southward of Candalmr. 

I have, &c., 

J. Oc^RAM. 


No. 418 ;—The Governor-General of India to Major-General 

Pollock. 

Allahahad, Jvly 29, 1842. 

Gener.vi., —The information conveyed in your letter of the 14th 
instant, with respect to the oi)ening of a negotiation for the exchange of 
prisoiKTs,'will not induce mo to relax in my endeavors to supply your 
army w'ith the means of movement ; nor are j’ou to consider the orders 
you before liad, to be, in any respect, varied,uw consequence of the mission 
of llajee Buchtiar Khan to your camp. 

13(iforeyour letter of the 14th instant was received, directions had been 
published for the assembly of the army of reserve at Ferozeporc, on the 
J.5th ISovember, and tliosc directions will be executed. 

I had, likewise, before the receijit of that letter, given directions for 
fhe formation of my own camp at Goruchtesir Ghaut, on the 15th of 
October, instead of at Cawupore ; and, I trust, I shall be able to join 
tlic army of reserve, very soon after it is assembled. 

No new ord(‘rs will be sent to Major-General Nott. I expect that 
the advance of the army from Caudahar will facilitate your negotiations 
at Cabool. 

In the event of all your demands being complied with, by the surren¬ 
der to you, of all the guns, colours, and troi)liies of war, taken from us, 
and of all the British prisoners within tlic reach and power of tlie de 
fae.lo Government of Cabool, and of your consenting thereupon, accord¬ 
ing to the instructions 1 liave sent to you to-day, to desist from milita^ 
Oj)erations, it will b(f necessary to make provision with respect to the 
army of Major-General Nott, which may then be in march for Ghuznee 
and Cabool. 

It appears to me to be far better, and more honorable to our arms, 
that that movement should be continued, thad that, even on the actual 
delivery of the guns, colours, trophies, and prisoners it should bn coun¬ 
termanded ; but tliere may be military reason, connected with carriage 
and supply, wliich may render it, under such circumstances, more con¬ 
venient, that Major-General Nott should retire by Quetta, rather than 
by tlic route of Ghuznee and Cabool. 

If this should be your decided opinion you are at liberty to give 
instructions, accordingly, to.Major-General Nott. 

In either case, wdiclher the movement of the army from Candahar shall 
be continued in the direction of Ghuznee aiid Cabool, or countermanded 
upon Quetta, you will provide that two commissioners, one being a 
British ofHcer, late a prisoner, and the otlier an Affshaii chief, of rank 
and resjiectability, shall proceed to the camj) of Major-General Nott with 
your orders, and that all tlie resources of the country shall, by the dc facto 
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Government, be placed at the Major-General’s disposal, for the use of his, 
army during its march. 

Such marcli would be conducted as through a friendly country, with 
all the precautions of war, not one of which could be safely omitt^. 

I entertain great doubts of the recovery of tlie British prisoners at 
Ghuznee, unless Major-General Nott shoidd advance to that place ; and 
his retirement by Quetta, after his movement upon Ghuznee and Cabool 
shall have been commenced, would, under any circumstances, be misre¬ 
presented, to the prejudice of our arms. 

Still,there may exist reasons, as I have already said, for liis retirement 
by Quetta, and you will give directions accoVdiug to your discretion. 

It will be safer that you should consider any arrangements you may 
negotiate, for the surrender to you, of the guns, and colours, and for the 
exchange of prisoners, and for the cessation of hostilities, and for the 
march of Major-General Nott’s army, as forming parts of a purely 
military convention, such as any General, commanding an array in chief, 
must, of necessity, be competient to make ; leaving it to political autho¬ 
rities to enter into terms of peace. 

Such terms of peace can only well be settled after further communica¬ 
tion with the Government of Lahore, by Mr. Clerk, my Agent for the 
North-Western Frontier. 

You are fully authorized, however, to declare that the British Govern¬ 
ment neither had, nor has, any desire to dictate to tlie Aflghans the form 
of Government they shall adopt, or to designate the person upon whom 
they shall confer supreme authoritjf. 

We desire only, that the Aflglians shall have a Government capable of 
maintaining, and willing to maintain, tlie relations of peace and friend¬ 
ship with its neighbours ; and such a Government, when satisfied that it 
has the character of permanence, we shall be forward to recognize. 

We desire to see, firmly established in Affghanistan, a friendly iind 
independent Government. It was because tlie Government of India 
thought it had reasons to believe that the Governinent of Cabool was 
farming connections which were inconsistent with its indejiendence, and 
evinced hostility to the British power, that an army was directed to 
march upon the Indus, and a Sovereign, having hereditary claims, and 
supposed to be, not only friendly towards us, but popular with his former 
subjects, was supported in his endeavours to repossess the throne. That 
Sovereign is no more. Our engagements, whatever they may have been, 
have died with him, and we are now at liberty to concur in tlie establisli- 
ment of the independence of Affghanistan, under whatever Government, 
or person, the Aflghans may prefer. 

I have, &c., 

Ei.lknuubuugii. 

No. 419.— Major-General Nott to Hue Governor-Central of India 

Canduluir, July 28, 1842. 

My Lord, —I have been honored with your Lordship’s letter of the 
5th July, 1842. My .letter of the Kith instant, will have acquainted your 
Lordship of luy having determined on retiring a portion of the army 
under my command, via Cabool and Jellalabad. 
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, I shall lose no time in intimating my intention to Sir George Arthur, 
Governor of Bombay. 

The inclosed memorandum will show your Lordship the intended 
division of the troops. 

There may be some little alteration, when I shall have fairly calculated 
my means of carriage for both divisions. 

I certainly could have wished to have taken Her Majesty’s 41st Regi¬ 
ment with me, knowing the great consequence of the adventurous march 
before me. But, when I look to Sinde, and to the want of confidence in 
our brave troops, shown by certain officers, I must give up that wish, 
however desirable, to insure the safety of the division which I am not to 
accompany. 

I can see no difficulty or danger to the division which will retire to 
Sukker ; and their numbers will be augmented at every post on their 
route. What the division, retiring via Ghuznee and Jellalabad, may 
have to encounter, remains to be seen ; but 1 trust our exertions will 
overcome all difficulties, and that your Lordship will not be disappointed. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 

Detail of' Troops about to move utuler tire Command of Major- 

General Nott. 

Two troops of Horse Artillery. 

9-pounder Foot Battery. 

3rd Bombay Cavalry. 

Five Rissalahs, Christie’s Im'gular Horse. 

Five ditto, 1st Bengal . ditto. 

Her Majesty’s 4()th Regiment. 

2nd I 

IGth 

38th V Regiments of Bengal Native Infantry. 

42nd 1 

43rd J 

3rd or Captain Cragie’s Irregular Bengal Infantry. 

To retire on Sukkur, under Command of Major-General England. 

One troop, Captain Anderson’s Horse Artillery. 

One Foot Battery (six guns) Bullock. 

• Four 18-poun(lers. 

3rd and 4th Companies 2nd Battalion Bengal Foot Artillery. 

A detachment of Poona Horse. 

Two Brigades of Christie’s Horse. 

Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment. 

24th Bombay Native Infantry. 

Seven Com])anies late Bombay Light Infantry Battalion; 

1st, or Captain Griffiths’ Irregular Infantry. • 

2nil, or Captain Macau’s ditto. 

3rd, or Captain McDonald’s ditto. 
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No. 420.— Major-General Pollock to the Governor-Geneml 

of India. 

JellaJabad, July 17, 1842. 

My Loud, —I had the honor to receive your Lordship’s letter dated 
the 4th instant, late yesterday afternoon ; also copy of your dispatch to 
General Nott. I have already written to the General, to ascerUiin what 
his plans will be, after the receipt of your Lordship’s loi ter, apprizing 
him that, if he returns by Ghuznee and Cabool, he should give me the 
earliest information of the strength of his force, in order that I may lay 
ill supjdies accordingly. 

'When I receive his reply, I shall be able to determine on bay own 
movements, which, from your Lordship’s exertions in my behalf, will not, 
I hope, much longer be crippled. I had the honour to forward, three 
days ago, the substance of my reply to the messenger from Cabool. It 
will be quite evident to your Lordship that, although the messenger is 
sent in the name of Futteh Jung, the nobles and people of Cabool, the 
prime mover is Mahomed Akbar. 

The King is a mere puppet in his hands, and both are now much in 
want of money. I confess 1 do not expect that all the terms will be 
agreed to, in consequence of the introdnetion of the clause about the guns. 
If an objection be started, or, as I expect, money bo demanded, in either 
case it will entible me to cease negociating ; for 1 beg, with 'submission, 
to state that 1 would rather dictate terms at Cabool, or leave lasting 
marks of our retrieved honor there, than encounter the treachery which 
other modes of dealing with Aftghans must always be open to. It is 
supposed by natives here, that the present mission from Cabool as a mere 
ruse to prevent my despoiling the lauds, forts, he. of Jlahomed Sli.ali, in 
Lnghinan. lie is our bilterest enemy now. llis possessions are, how¬ 
ever, I am afraid, secure ; for, on sending to inquire, 1 find that the 
three rivers to cross arc not fordable, and that the whole country is under 
water, with rice crops. I have not yet settled all accounts with the 
■phinwarrees, who have becii, all along, opposed to us. Two or three 
of their Chiefs arc servants of Mahomed Aklwir, and are now at CabooL 

Brigadier Monteath will a<;cordingly destroy their forts, and setmre a 
further supply of grain and bhoosa to be sent in to me. 

Captiiin Maegregor’s exertions on this occasion have been unceasing, 
although occasionally, as at present, sufl'ering from fever and ague. 

I hope the brigade will not be detained many days more ; th(!y have 
effected all I could exptic.t. 

Tljp punishment inflicted on delinquents has had a most salutary effect, 
and not a shot has been fired. The weather, for some days, has bejn 
very hot, and we are looking anxiously for rain. 

I have, &c., 

G. PannocK. 

No. 421.— The Governor-General of India to the Secret Committee. 

Allahabad, Avgust 17, 1842. 

(Extract.)—Since the dispatch of the last mail, I have continued to re¬ 
ceive constant reports furnished by Moonshco Mohun Lull, of the progress 
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of events ut Cabool, and from tlieni your Honorable Committee will lean* 
tliat Muliomed Akbar has succeeded in overcoming tlie parties of Zeman 
Khan and Khan Sliureen, and installing liimself in the office of Vizier to 
Prince Futteh Jung, whom he has formally proclaimed king. The Prince 
is not, however, allowed to enjoy any power qr authority : he has been 
compelled to surrender to Mahomed Akbar the money and property of the 
late Shah Shooja, which had come into his possession, and he is retained 
in his present situation merely as long as it may suit the convenience of 
Maliomed Akbar that he should hold it. Many of the influential chiefs 
of Cabool and the provinces are believed to be inimical to Mahomed 
Akbar, and a small portion of the country is already said to be in insur¬ 
rection against the ruling authority. 

2. The British prisoners, who were in the hands of Mahomed Akbar, 
have all been brought to Cabool or its vicinity : this measure having 
been resolved up<)n to secure them against any sudden effort which 
General Pollock might make for their recovery, and with a view to their 
removal to Toorkistan, if that general advancing on Cabool, Mahomed 
Akbar should find himself compelled to fly in that direction. Measures 
were taken by General Pollock to counteract this design, and he received 
assurances from many of the most powerful chiefs that they would not 
permit it to be carried into execution. Meanwhile a correspondence has 
been entered into between General Pollock and the Authorities at Cabool, 
which is designed on the General’s part to lead to a negotiation for a 
general excliiuige of prisoners, and the restoration of the guns and other 
military trophies of the late Cabool force, now in the hands of the 
Aflghans. 

3. My instructions of the 29th ultimo, addressed to the Major-General 
will apprise your Committee of my views and intentions as to the tone in 
which such negotiations should Im carried on. I have therein told the 
Major-General that when every gun, and colour, and military trophy iu 
the hands of the Afiyians, and every prisoner within thff reach and power 
of the de facto Government of Cabool, have been surrendered to him, 
and not till then, he may give orders suited to a state of returning 
peace ; and I have .authorised the Major-General to declare that, when 
tliis condition shall have been fulfilled, I will cause Dost Mahomed Khan, 
and all the prisoners in our hands, to be honorably conveyed to the 
frontier, and delivered over without condition. I have strongly objected’ 
to any payment being made on account of the maintenance of the British 
prisoners in Aflghanistan, though that course has been advocated by some 
of the British officers now in confinement at Cabool; for I apprehend 
that any such concession would lead to a belief that while ransoming our 
own prisoners, we were compelled to give theirs without ransom. 

4. I have no reason to believe that these negotiations are now assum¬ 
ing a form which promises to lead to any satisfactory result, but, as 
abundant Supplies of carriage cattle are on their way to Jellalabad, from 
llindoostan, Major-General Pollock will, in the course of next month, be 
enabled to give such weight to the demands which he is directed to make, 
as will result from the perfect efficiency of his force, for any operation 
which it may then be desirable to undertake. Sonje obstacles may be 
found to exist to the entire restoration of all our prisoners, in the circum¬ 
stance of a portion of them being in the power of Shumsoodeen Khan, 
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the Governor of Gliuznec, who has not yet apparently yielded allegiance 
to the existing Government of Cabool. 

5. Your Honorable Committee will observe that the operations con¬ 
ducted by the force under the command of Brigadier Monteath have been 
perfectly successful. I have the honor to inclose a copy of the order 
with wliich I published the Brigadier’s report of proceedings in the 
Shinwarree Valley. 

6. Your Honorable Committee will find amongst the inclosnres No. 
24, an interesting paper, by Moonshee Mohan Lall, on the causes of the 
Affghan insurrection, and on tlie events whicli succeeded the outbreak at 
Cabool in November last, I would also draw your attention to the copy 
of an unfinished letter from the late Sir William Macnaghten, to tlie 
address of the Secretary of the Government of India, in the Secret and 
Political Department, which is the only document that has reached the 
Government of India from tlie late Envoy since the first breaking out of 
the insurrection. Some additional information is now constantly reach¬ 
ing me of the circumstances which preceded and attended the destruction 
of the Cabool force, and these are regularly transmitted to Mr. Cameron, 
the officer who has been selected to examine and report upon all such 
documento, with a view to ascertain to what causes that event, and the 
subsequent loss of Ghuznee, are attributable. 

16. From the correspondence your Honorable Committee will learn 
the arrangements that have been in progress, under my orders, for sup¬ 
plying carriage to the forces under the command of Generals Nott and 
Pollock, and for providing what may be required for the use of the anny 
of reserve that is to be assembled at Ferozepore in the month of 
November. 

I have, &c., 

ELLENBOBOUaH. 


No. 422.— The Governor-General of India to the Secret Committee. 

AUahahud^ Aitgmt 17, No. 35, 1842. 

(Extract.)—During the five weeks which have elapsed since I last 
had the honor of addressing you, I have taken every possible measure for 
the furnishing of Major-General Pollock’s army with carriage ; and 1 
have every reason to expect that, by the 21st of September, or, at the 
latest, by the 1st of October, that army will be enabled to move in any 
direction. 

2. Major-General Nott’s army will certainly, by the same period, be 
amply provided with the ineans of movement. 

3. You will observe that overtures of negotiation, for an exchange of 
prisoners, have been made by the de facto authorities fit Cabool. 'I'liose 
overtures, if serious, must have been based u[)on a very false •iew of the 
present disposition of the British Government, and of the force of the 
army. 

4. The replies of Major-General Pollock have been in perfect accor¬ 
dance with my instrqctions, founded, I hope, upon true principles of 
policy, and upon just views of national dignity and honor. 

5. I do not expect that these negotiations will have any result; but 
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I do expect that the trophies of war which fell into the hands of the 
Affghans, in January last, and raost of the prisoners then taken from us, 
wUl be ultimately restored upon honorable conditions. 

6. You will perceive that I have instructed Major-%eHeral Pollock to 
place Mahomed Akbar Klian upon his trial ; and, if he should be con¬ 
victed,- to deal with him as he would -with any person who might be 
convicted, under similar circumstances, of the crime of murder, of which 
that chief is accused. 

7. I have adopted this step, upon full consideration, and with a 
thorough conviction of its expediency. 

8. You will be gratified to learn, that every espectation exists that 
the neiglibourhocal of Jcllalabad will afford ample supplies of provision 
to the army, witliout drawing upon Peshawur, which is itscy fully sup¬ 
plied. 

9. The array has at present three months’ supply of attah and wheat. 

13. I have informed Mr. Clerk, that I have no desire that the occu¬ 
pation of Jellalabad, upon the retirement of the British army, should be 
at all pressed uj)on the Maharajah. The delivery of that place to the 
Sikhs, would be a measure of unmitigated hostility to the Aftghan nation, 
precluding all hope of any pacific arrangement upon any point. 

14. The circumstances which existed when I consented to deliver 
Jellalabad to the Sikhs, may have justified the measure ; but, if there 
should arise the chance of the establishment of any permanent Govern¬ 
ment at Cabool, capable of maintaining, and willing to maintain, relations 
of amity with neighbouring States, it would be desirable tliat we should 
retain the means of forming such amicable relations, and of effecting a 
settlement wliich miglit produce tran<iuillity on both banks of the Indus. 


No. 423.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalabad, June 23, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to transmit herewith co]iy of a report from 
Brigadier Monteath. The lesson taught to the jieople in the direction of 
Pesh Bolak, will prove very beneficial, and tend to secure our communi¬ 
cation with the rear. ^There are large quantities of blioosa, which will 
be collected, and sent for the use of tlio force. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 424 .—Brigadier Monteath to Captain Ponsonhy. . 

Camp, Goolai Forts, June 22, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor of reporting for the information of Major- 
fleneral Pollock, C.B., that I yesterday obtained possession of the gun 
which was taken when Captain Ferris retired from his position at Pesh 
Bolak ; the chief in whose fort it was deposited, distant about three 
miles from hence, having surrendered it. 
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As tLe peoplb of the five-and-twenty Goki forts taken by this force, 
made no attempt to enter into any arrangements as to restitution or 
compensation for tlie British property plundered and destroyed by them, 
I have conimeliceffupon the removal of the grain and wood into the 
camp, and have sent working parties to cut down all the trees, mulberry 
and willow, about the forts, amounting, I should think, to about eight or 
nine hundred, which might, if cut up, be of great service as fuel for the 
army ; but independent of this supply, the engineer officer informs me, 
that the rafters lying in piles and in the roofs of the houses, would alone 
be equal to the consumption of two months for the array, therefore, it 
might be worth General Pollock’s consideration, whether or not it be in 
his power to remove it from Barruk-ab (distant twenty*miles from Jella- 
labad) where a depOt might be formed, in the first instance, by the wood 
being sent from hence to that place : the village belongs to Kalat Khan, 
and is looked upon as safe. 

Captain Maegregor having’ procured eight hundred bullocks from the 
country, I have directed lieutenant Becher to select 4,000 of the best 
rafters for building purposes, which shall be dispatched to-day, if pos¬ 
sible, to ,Baruk-ab, from whence they must be taken up by cattle from 
Jellalabad. 

The country here I consider as very favorable for troops; as it is very 
open and higli, abundance of the best water, and plenty of good grass and 
forage for horses and camels, and as all at present seen pleased with the 
■change from Jellalabad, the force might conveniently remain here 
until everything useful was removed. Of bhoosa there seems to be a 
great quantity, and as there are ten or twelve nulls available for our use 
I understand, should our remaining here for a time be thought advisable, 
the wheat, if I can find the means of winnowing it, shall be ground inio 
flour for our own uses. 

Captain Lloyd has this morning reported to me, that he yesterday 
procured atta to’an extent beyond the consumption of a day. If'ecpially 
successful for the future, it will give us leisure to convert our own wheat 
into flour. Therefore if it, bhoosa and wood, can be brought to account, 
the saving to' Government will be very considerable. 

When the whole of the wheat and bhoosa has been brought from the 
forts into camp, which I hope will be the 0880*511 a couple of days from 
hence, I will theumiake my report on the subje.ct. 

The Chiefs on the opposite side of the valley were yesterday in con¬ 
sultation as to the sums to be paid by them in the way of recompense to 
•us for our losses, but 1 have not yet learnt their determination. Unless, 
however, they are of a satisfactory nature, I shall move down upon them 
as soon as I am a little at leisure. 

Barley for the horses seems to be our chief difficulty, and should we 
not succeed in our endeavours to obtain it in sufficient quantities, it must 
be sent from Jellalabad or Dakka. Ghee and dhal will also be required 
for the natives ; and tea and other necessaries, which Captain Lloyd will 
apprize Major Thompson of, for the Europeans. 

1 have detached one hundred men under a European oflicer to Pesli 
Bolak, distant about one mile and a half, to protect it, as from thence 
•our supplies are drawn. 
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I have to acknowledge the receipt of the of the opinion of 
Government as to the legality of corporal punishment being inflicted' on 
Native soldiers by the Provost Marslial when found marauding. 

I have, &c., 

J. Monteath. 


No. 425.— Major-General ^ott to 3Ir. Maddock. 

Head-Quarters, Candahar, .Tidy 4, 1842. 

Sin,—I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 6th ultimo, relative to the formation of an army of reserve in Sirhind 
after tlie rains. , 

I have nothing new to communicate : all has been tranquillized in the 
vicinity of Candahar ; the people have returned to the cultivation of 
(heir lauds, but the several chiefs talk of assembling forces from the 
proviucc of Zuntindawur and other districts. I do not think they will 
.saeceeJ, and if they do, they will not be able to face the force under my 
command. 

1 have the honor of inclosing the translation of an intercepted letted 
from Prince Futteh Jung to his brother Sufter Jung ; the latter is now 
living in the city of Candahar. 

I liave, &c., 

W . Nott. 


No. 426.— Major-General Polloek to Mr. Maddock. 

JeUaUihad, July 2, 1842. 

Sir, —With reference to the concluding paragr.aph of ray letter to your 
address, of date the 27th ultimo, I have now the honor to forward a 
statement showing the quantity of carriage cattle required for each 
regiment and detmdiment of this force, and also the total number required 
i'or the whole force, together with the number now in our possession, I 
beg to draw attention to the N.B. at the bottom of this document, in 
wliich tlie causes of the increase in the number of camels required are 
exjjlained. 

I have, &c., 

George Pollock. 


K 3 



426 

Detail of Cattle regtiired for the Force under Command of Major-Cetd. Pollock. 


Camp, Jellulahad, June 27, 1S42. 




Camels. 

Banjar- 
ree Bul¬ 
locks. 

rt Train 
cks. 

s 

r; 

R5 




Public. 

Private 

Public. 

Private 

S.-2 

't-2 

s 

Corriag 

locks. 

’N 

3d Troop 1st Brigade Horse Art. 

7 

Of 

20 







3rd ditto 2nd ditto ditto . . 


(!/ 

34 



47 




Veterinary Surgeon . 


1 


... 


..» 



2nd Company 2mi Battalion 
European.Foot Artillery . . 


37 

6 

24 

16 


141 



4th ditto 6th ditto Kative Inf. . 
2nd ditto (ith ditto ditto . . 


6 

22f> 

i: 

n- 






Her Majesty’s 3rd Lt. Dragoons 

*3 

oflti 

117 







1st Regiment Light Cavalry 


1)8 

75 



.. 




10th ditto ditto 


f).s 

111 







3rd ditto Irregular ditto . . 

Party of 1st and 4th ditto 


It- 

1 


■■ 





Detachment 5th Light Cavalry . 

... 

Al 

4r> 







Ditto 2ud ditto, S S. F. 

... 

.3 

25 

* * 






Her Majesty’s 13th Light Inf. . 


366 

169 





... 


35th Regiment Native Infantry . 

... 

7( 

115 







Sappers and Miners (iJroadfoot 


7-> 

7r 






75 

Jczailchees . . . . 



9 ... 


... 




Her Majesty's 9th Regt. Foot . 
2Gth Regiment Native Infantry . 


361 

75 

• 

. 







Hi- 

102 

•• 



. 


■ • 

60th ditto ditto 


8( 

132 




' 



Sappers and Miners . . . 


2V 

14 







30th Regiment Native Infantry . 


86 

132 







fl3rd ditto ditto 


97 

101 



• • 

. 



64th ditto ditto . . . . 


102 

108 







Her Majesty’s 31st Regt. of Foot 

31 

242 

161 



• 

... 



33rd Regt. Native Infantry 


10." 

179 







6th ditto ditto . . - - 

, 

Ilf 

132 







Field Ordnance,Park or Magazine 


110 








Paymaster to the Force . . 


2 

1 



... 




General Field Ho.spital 

... 

13 



... 


... 



Medical Department 


13 



... 





Staff of Division of Infantry un¬ 
der General McCaskill 


1 

10 






. 

Ditto 2nd Brigade of Infantry . 



7 






... 

Ditto 4th ditto ditto 



10 





... 

... 

Commissariat Treasuries . . 


14 



... 



... 


General Staff . . . . 


It 

20 







For Hospital Khajawahs not in¬ 
dented for . . . . 


198 








Puckals, &c. . . . . 


95 




... 


... 


Field Depdt, Brigade Go-downs, 
and Commissariat Officers 


300 


7110 




24 

208 

Field Magaziue,Treasure, & spare 
Carriages for Horse & Foot Art. 

... 





401 



... 

Mountain Train. 

... 

8 

10 



... 



... 

Spare. 

... 

373 

205 

704 

>2 


... 


... 


(it34102 
__ 

2257 

7838, 18 

448 

141 

24 

283 
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N.B.—The increase upon the last return is caused by the troops 
detached being now included, which they were not before, and the calcu¬ 
lation for the carriage of supplies being now made for fourteen days, 
instead of for seven, as formerly, and seven for victualling stores for 
Europeans, instead of for three days ; also three days’ grain for cavalry 
and artillery horses. 

W. J. Thompson, 
Assistant Commissary- General. 


Statement showing the. quantity of Carriage required, present, and 
wanting to complete, for the Force under Major-General J’olloek. 

Camp, Jvllalahad, June 27, 1842. 



Public. 

■ 

Ordnance 

Bullocks. 

T ransporl 
Train 
Bullocks. 
Carriage 
Bullocks. 

1 g 

i 



I g" § g 
^ 'I ^ 


Ilequlnul as per annex- ! ' i 

iid detail.GGG359 14l| 448 ' 24 109 .. 17856 174 

i ' i I 

Present.;(!G 329.7 141; 448 | 24 109- 98 2106 174 


N. 15.—r» Kl«*phnnt.s ojul 17K 
Cuntel.s bU'k, luil iucludud. 


Wanting to couiplcte. .| .'tOCO! 


UMtlor 

diseharije. 



W. .1. Tho.mpson, 
.'l.s.sistant Commissary General. 


Is'o. 427.— -Mr. Maddoeh to IJentennnt Brown, Assistant to the 
Polit.ieal Agent in Smde. 

Allahahad, July 17, 1842. 

Sir,— With reference to Major Outrain’s letter to 3 'ou dated the 27th 
ultimo, resptieting the sending of all the available camels at Sukkur to 
Ecrozejiore, “ provided Lieutenant-Colonel Parsons considered it advisa¬ 
ble, and you found that the animals could travel that road at this sea.son,” 
1 am directed by the Govcrnor-Ceneral to instruct you to despatch all 
such available camels to Ferozepore, if tlie inarcli should be now practi¬ 
cable, whatever may have been the reply given, your reference by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Parsons, unless you should have received orders to 
the contrary from Major Outrain before the receipt of this letter. 

e3 2 
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2 . I have a(ldi*?s 3 ed a letter this day to Mr. Clerk, informing him of 
the probable march of these camels, in number, as it is understood, about 
1,300, and liave transmitted to him th^ instruction of the Governor- 
General to communicate with the Lahore Government upon the subject, 
and to obtain their consent to the passage of the camels by Mooltan, or 
any other route which may be shorter than that to Peshawur by Feroze- 
pore, and equally practicable. A copy of this letter is sent to 
Jjieutenant-Colonel Parsons, who will communicate with Mr. Clerk, and 
if an ample supply of camels and other animals shall have been already 
sent to Major-General Pollock, the camels from Sukkur will march to 
Ferozepore for the use of the army of reserve. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 428.— Major-General l\tlloek to Lieutaiant Conolly, a prisoner 

at Cahool. 


Jellalabad, Julj 4, 1842. 

Sir, —With reference to your letter to Sir R. Sbakespear, of date 2ftlh 
ultimo, if you think your coming here can in any way facilitate the release 
of the prisoners, I shall be happy to see you ; but 1 tiiink that some 
person on the part of the Chiefs you mention, viz., Mecr Hajee, Maliom- 
ed Zeman, and Khan Shureen, Khans, should be deputed to accompany 
you, with some powers to treat about a general release of all prisoners 
in Hindoostan, and all in Affghanistau, without reserve. Q'he above 
Chiefs are mentioned, because they are all respectable, and they have 
shown kindness to the prisoners they have had charge- of; and it would 
not, perhaps, be a difficult matter for them (respected as they are) to 
possess themselves of all the prisoners, including tliose at Ghuzue(‘, and 
then determine on any final arrangement for the exchange. They would 
not doubt our sincerity. With regard to the passing of a bill for 
107,852 rupees, I will refer your letter to the Governor-General, but I 
can hardly expect a favorable result to such a demand, without an account 
of any kind. If sums are charged, which are not expended for the 
expenses of the prisoners, and they are paid, it is an inducement to retain 
the prisoners. How many prisoners are there ? and how can such a sum 
have been expended since early in January ? I am very glad to find a 
disposition on the part of Meer Hajee, Zeman Khan, and Khan Shureen, 
to treat for the liberation of the prisoners, and hope .soon to hciir again 
that measures are being taken by them, and others, fur so desirable 
an end. 

A very large force of about 25,000 men is ordered to assemble at 
Ferozepore under the Commander-in-Chief. 

There are about 20,000 men here, and there are about 15,000 with ‘ 
Nott. 

10,000 men are also on their way from Fmgland, and will make an 
overwhelming army ; and it will be a fearful day for Aftghauistan, if such 
an army advance. The release of the prisoners, and delivery of our guns. 
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no doubt, will go far to appease the British Government! but any further 
treachery will doubtless be visited by some signal blow. 

I have, &c., 

G. P01.1.0CK. 

P.S.—I have, in reply to a letter from him, written to Mahomed Shah 
Ghilz 5 'e, mentioning that no difficulty would be made my me regarding 
an exchange of prisoners. 

No. 429.— Alajor-General Pollock to 3Ir. Maddock. 

JeUalahail, July 10, 1842. 

Sir, —I' have the honor to forward a copy of a letter from Moonshee 
Mohun Lall, of date the 4th instant, in whieh it will be observed, tliat 
Aga Humza is willing to raise 5,000 men to prevent Mahomed Akbar 
from carrying off the prisoners ; for this service, it is suggested that 
](),0(K) rupees would be reipiired. I am doubtful if such a sum would 
he sanctioned by the Governor-General, though it does not appear to me 
to be objectionable, as it is money paid for service done, and not as a 
ransom. I should, of course, agree to [lay only on reaping tlie advan¬ 
tage ; but, with my present instructions, I should hardly consider myself 
justified in authorizing the payment of any money for the prisoners, unless 
for their support. I am afraid it will be difficult, if not impracticable, to 
obtain a general release. The prisoners are retained by different parties, 
each being desirous of making his own terms. I did hope that my letter 
to Mahomed Shah would have produced a favorable reply, but none has 
bi'en received. Theri! is scarcely time for a reply from Lieutenant 
Conolly, but, even if all the prisoners now at Cabool could be placed 
under one chief, it is doubtful if Shumsoodeen at Ghuznee would give up 
his. Mahomed Akbar is evidently in difficulty about money ; and, not- 
withstanding his having raised himself as he has, he appears to have made 
no friends, and if he fails in raising money, ho will not long have power ; 
he is a sad stumbling-block in the way of all negotiations. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 430.— 3Iajor-Gena'al Pollock to Mr. Aladdock. 

JeUalahad, July 12, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to forward copies of letters which I received 
yesterday from Moonshee Mohun Lall, of date the 6th, 8th, and 9th, 
instant. It will be seen by these letters, and by the copies of Captain* 
Conolly’s letters, yesterday forwarded, that there is a party at Cabool 
anxious to assist in preventing the removal of our jirisoners. I cannot 
but think that the liberation of the prisoners is an object which it is ray 
duty to effect, by every means in luy power, consistent with the orders 
which I have received. 

2. In tlie 11th paragraph of your letter, of date 1st ultimo, I am 
told that J have properly no political duties, but am to be governed by mili¬ 
tary considerations alone. I trust that I am not in wrong thinking that 
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the above instructions do not preclude negotiations regarding the prison¬ 
ers. It will be observed, by the letters now forwarded, that, with the excep¬ 
tion of those at Ghuznec, all the British prisoners are now assembled in 
the Bata Hissar, at Cabool, and it is possible that Mahomed Akbar may 
have been induced to thus collect them, by my letter to Mahomed Shah 
Khan Ghilzye, a copy of which I forwarded to you, with my letter. No. 
126, of 1842; but it is of course desirable to avoid, if po.ssible, any 
negotiation with Maliomed Akbar, and also to put it out of his power to 
remove the prisoners. 

3. There are conflicting interests at Cabool which are not easily 
reconciled, and leave me very doubtful of success, and make me hesitatf; 
to commence any negotiation ; but 1 trust tliat the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General will not disapprove of my having wi’itten the inclosed 
letters to Meer Hajee and Ameenoollah, with a view to interesting them 
in preventing the removal of our prisoners. I have also the honor to 
inclose "copy of Sir R. Sluikspear’s reply to Moonshee Mohuu Lall’s 
letters. 

I have, &c., 

G. Poi.LOCK. 

No. 431.— 3Ir. Maddock to Major-General Pollock, 

Allahabml, July 27, 1843. 

SiK,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 150, and I am directed by the Governor-General to inform you that 
the opinion you therein express, “ that it does not aj)pear to you to ijc 
objectionable to pay 10,000 rupees, for tiie purpose of. raising men to 
j)rBvent Mahomed Akbar from carrying off the prisoners,” is jjcrfectly 
correct, and for the reason given by you, namely, that that “ would be 
money paid for service done, and not as a ransom.” 

2. The Governor-General would readily .sanction any eximndituro you 
may deem neces.sary for tin* purpose of raising a corps in the rear of 
Mahomed Akbar, on the road to Bamecan, with the view of intercejiting 
the pri-soners, should he attempt to send them off in that direction. 

1 ha^ e, tkc., 

T. II. Maudock. 


No. 4.32.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Madiloek. 

JcUaUihad, July 13, 1842. 

Sin,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated 25th June, 1842, relating to the loss of camels near the Attock, 
and am very glad that the system of hiring will hereafter be discon¬ 
tinued. 

With regard to the Sikhs here, they have conducted themselves gener¬ 
ally very well, since their arrival ; they have been much delayed in 
crossing the river, in consequence of tlie rapidity of the stream, and 
having only one boat; but nearly the whole are across ; and Captain 
Lawrence, who has'lately come from Peshawur, states that the con¬ 
duct of the Sikh soldiery at that place has of late much improved ; they 
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liave also been dil^nt in the duties required of them ia the pass, whift 
they still hold up to Ali Musjid. 

The live companies and three j^iis in Ali Musjid make that place 
(|uitc secure. Captain Thomas, with a part of his corps, was ordered to 
l.undi Khana some days ago. A regiment and a wing of Native infantry, 
Avith five guns, and 200 irregular horse, arc at Dhaka ;_Hnd 1 have 
ordered the Jezuilchees to proceed thither, whenever their services can 
be dispensed with by llrigadier Monteath. Whenever I return, I must 
send a brigade to occupy the pass near Lundi Ivliana ; the object woidd 
be concealed, in the same way that I have hitherto done, by putting iti 
orders, that the party is for the relief of the troops at Dhaka ; but, in 
all such cases, the oliicers (there arc only a few I hope) do the mischief : 
if there is any suspicion, they do not hesitateito talk of it, and some, I 
am sorry to say, are snj)poscd to be paid for making communications to 
the papers, which would not, generally speaking, be of much importance. 
If they were always founded on truth. 

The death of Race Chund Koonwur, does not ajipear to have created 
the slightest sensation iunong the Sikh troops here, or at Peshawur. 

At this season, I do not think I could, with reference to tlie health of 
fli(! troops, occuj)y the ])ass at any j)oint except Lundi Khana. From 
Dhaka, the tnwps could move to Lundi Khana in a few hours ; the latter 
place is now I tliiuk, secure ; and the troops, as long as circumstances 
Avill admit, are better at Dhaka than in the pass, as there is a difficulty 
al)out Avater, and little space on which to encamp with safety. 

Whenever I return, I must expect some opposition ; but as I have 
made my way through once, I hope I .shall be equally fortunate in a 
second attempt, by making j)roper arrangements. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 433.— Major-Gewral Pollock to 3lr. Maddock. 

Jellalabad, July 14, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General, that Captain Trouj), of the 48th Regi¬ 
ment Native Infantry, arrived in this camp late yesterday afternoon, 
liaving left Cabool on the 1 Ith instant. A Rarukzye chief accompanies 
him on the part of Futteh Jung and (as reported to me by Captain 
'froup) the whole of the chiefs and people of Cabool, his name is llajee 
ihiktiwar Khan ; he is a native of Candahar, and has been selected for 
this mission as being a very intelligent man, neutral, and as knowing 
nuKtli of European character, having been at Bombay and other places 
within our provinces. I had a long conversation with Captain Troujj 
early this morning, and at twelve o’clock to-day, he brought llajee 
Buktiwar Khan to me. It appears that the latter has no specific terms 
to offer on the part of the authorities of Cabool, but he has been sent to 
endeavour to effect a change of prisoners, and to ask our wishes on the 
subject. 1 have told him that on the release of the whole of our 
prisoners, including those at Ghuznee, the British Government Avillrelea.se 
those now in Hindoostan, including Dost Mahomed Khan ; and that we 
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slftll expect to hate our guns restored. The term# proposed hj' me 
ap})eared to be well received but the chief, as if not altogether unpre¬ 
pared for the announcement of the release of Dost Mahomed, expressed 
considerable anxiety on the part of his employers, ns to the; terms on 
which the Ameer would bo released. On tliis point I could not, of 
course, give, him any information, but I promised to refer the 
subject to the Governor-General by express. At first the Chief 
seemed to doubt ray being, without instructions on such a point, 
having at the same time authority to intimate tlic tenns on wliicli 
the Ameer’s release would be granted. The Chief stated that His Ma¬ 
jesty Futteh Jung, the nobles and people of Cabool, were most anxious 
that some treaty of friendshiji sliould be entered into between the British 
Government and Dost Mahomed, previously to his leaving llindoostau. 
I stated that I would communicate these wishes to the Britisli Go^■ern- 
inent, and expressed a hope, indeed a belief, that whenever the release of 
the Ameer might take place, it would procei'd from a desire to be on 
friendly terms, but that 1 could not say what terms might be proposed or 
accepted. I was asked whether it was our intention to interfere in the 
Government of the country : my . reply was, that from the first we never 
intended remaining in tlie country, and that we should not interfere in 
their choice of a king ; that I understood Futteh Jung had been raised to 
the throne by general consent, and that I looked upon the Chief as a 
messenger;, from the king, the nobles, and the people of Cabool. This 
explanation on my part appeared to be perfectly satisfactory. 

The Chief will write to the Gabool Government to-day, and with Caj)- 
tain Troup, proposes remaining here until I can receive a reply to this 
letter, unless recalled by the Cabool authorities. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter from Major Pottingor, 
on the subject of this letter. Captain Trouj) has exjdainud to me that 
the offence taken at my letter arose from the circumstance of my having 
been informed that General Elphinstono’s death was occasioned by the 
treatment he received. 

With regard- to the proposal that Maharajah Shere Siffg should be a 
mediator between the British Government and the Affghans, as I appre¬ 
hended that there might be a difficulty, and, moreover, as I saw no good 
reason why such a course should be pursued, I preferred omitting all 
mention of the Sikhs, especially as the Barukzye Chief made no mention 
of them ; he adverted to tlie difficulty of settling where and how tlic 
prisoners on cither side were to be delivered ; to which I replied, that 
the preliminaries having been generally agreed to, the subseciucnt arrange¬ 
ments for carrying them out must be determined hereafter, but that tlie 
Affghans had already experienced sufficient proof of our integrity not 
to doubt us. As there may be a hesitation on this lust (piestion, 1 shall 
be glad to receive any instructions which may be deemed advisable. 

I have not on this occasion replied to Major Pottingor ; as a prisoner, 
I cannot consider him a Political Agent ; but I have told Captain Trouj) 
that he may write if he jdeases, and that when Futteh Jung addresses 
me, I shall not fail to reply. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 
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No. 434 .—Major J£. Pottinyer to Major-Get^ral Pollock. 

Cahool, July 10, 1842. 

SiK,—I liavo the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated 10th May, 18-12, and have to inform you that it was regarded as 
jtiost oUensive by Akbar Khan, and as evineing hostility rather than a 
wish to treat. 

It is not iny duty to comment on your letter, and as my opinions are 
laid bdbre you in my letter of the 3rd May, tliere is no reply required 
from me, but to tiie 10th paragrapli, which refers to myself, and the 
jiostscript regarding G(U)cral Kiphinstone’s death. 

Fir.stly.—Regarding tin; 10th paragraph ; tiie position of affairs at tliis 
place will, I trust, ere this hiive proved to yem that the information I hud 
till? honor of submitting in my letter of the 3rd May was correct. 

Secondly.—In attributing Major-General Elphinstone’s death to his 
removal from Buddeabad, I believe you have been misinformed, for I have 
laaird Ml'. Surgeon Magrath state before we left the above-named place, 
t!iat the General’s case was hopeless. Ilis death was probably hastened 
by the lieavy r.iiii we experienced on our march from Soorooby to 
'ree/ecn ; jirevicms to that the General told mo he felt advantage 
from tlie chang(! of air. In corroboration of tliis, I have the honor 
to transmit a jirivate note on the subject from Dr. Magrath himself, 
1 also feel it but proper to assure you, that in the Aftghan fashion, 
every titfention was jiaid which prisoners could expect, and that any inci- 
> ility we received, was from tlie inferior agents, against the wish of Maho¬ 
med Akbar Khan, who, on complaint, gave, redress as far as lay in his 
jiower. 

Being .very anxious to transmit as full an account as possible of the 
events in the beginning of last winter, I have at last succeeded in per- 
.'iiiading Mahomed Akbar Khan to, again make an overture. Captain 
('. 'IVoiip, -IHth Ben.gal Native Infantry, Brigade-Major S.S.F., has there¬ 
fore been allowed to proceed, and will deliver tliis letter. 

I have sounded Mahomed Akbar, as far as possible, on the subject of 
his feeling.s towards us ; they aiqiear hostile, and I much doubt if he will 
•'oiisi'iit to treat on any terms but those of retaining the country. I have 
bild him that in my own op'mion, such will be in.admissible as a prelimi¬ 
nary, if even at all so ; and that you have demanded the release of the 
jirisoners on equitable terms, as a proof of sincerity, and without which 
yon will not treat. 11<» then olfered to exchange the whole of the 
prisoners for those in India.' (His offer includes the hostages and 
Wounded left in Cabool.) His father having given himself up volnn- 
birily, he argues, we have no right to detain. lie also proposed to make 
his prisoiu'rs over to the Sikhs, if the British do so by theirs, and to make 
the Maharajah mediator in the quarrel. I could, of course, hold out no 
hoi)e to him of his father’s release, or the last question, and therefore 
avoided the subject, lest hinting at refusal .should militate against sending 
an oHieer to your camp. At present I do not think it would be advisa¬ 
ble to ransom us for money, as he is in want ef that necessary ; and the 
aame and character of the British must suffer in the opinion of our own 
siibjeets, and soldiers in India, if we were to pay for the release of a few 
Europeans, wdiile so many hundreds, indeed I may say thousands, of your 
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native suldien' y#u camp foliawers are reduced to the condition of slavery 
throughout this country, and many other poor wretches deprived of their 
hands and feet, or otherwise mutilated or diseased, are supporting theii* 
])reeariou8 existence by beggary. If these latter persons be not released, 
many, if not all, must perish in the ensuing winter ; and it appears to 
me that Government will Iot itself open to the odium and charge of 
undue partiality if it relea^ as above, by ransom. 

The officers of the 27th Bengal Native Infantrj' at Glmznee are said to 
be exposed to great hardships, and it is reported that Colonel Palmer has 
died under torture to exact money. I have heard this from so many 
quarters, and from such respectable persons, that I fear the account is 
blit too true, as it is'<ijl|j|pn8onaiit with the usages of these tribes. 
Shumsoodeen Khan has I am told, refused to deliver up those 

officers to Mahomed AJtb^; but the latter is so determined to hold all 
our prisoners, that I expect soon to hear of his having overcome the 
objections of his cousin. 

Cabool is now completely in the hands of this Chief. Many are inimi¬ 
cal ,to him, but his own energy and th:it of his supporters is so much the 
greatest, that no one is likely to oi>pose him, unless the British troojis 
advance, and even then, I think, he will always be able to make his 
re,treat good before anj' one here has courage to move. A jiroclamation, 
threatening punishment if the ladies are withdrawn might do good. 
Letters to the Hazara Chiefs of the family of Yazadan Buksh, in Beysunt, 
Maer Mowhill of Yekawbaz, Meer Buz ^Vli, and Meer Mahomed Hoozyii, 
iuid Meer Yakawb of Deh Zingj', and to Zwd Fezar Khan, Governor of 
Bameean, would probably prcveiit the carrying us off through those 
districts, either west or north. Mahomed Shall Klian is the right hand and 
head of Mahomed Akbar, and I regard it as neiirly impossible to detach 
him from the party at present. lie has got enemies, and I have, without 
evincing hostility, endeavoured to form a party against him ; my hostility 
has, however, been suspected by him ; but I trust that his suspicions of 
me are a little allayed. Any offers j-ou make to him he communicates 
to the Chief, and enhances his own support an^l fidelity by so doing, as 
he has chosen his principal line of action as our open enemy, and only 
enters into negotiations with you for tiie purpose of gaining insight into 
your plans, keeping up communication with the Affghans about you, and 
probably hopes to .secure his Lughman ^iropcrty, and may be, eventually, 
his pardon by such conduct. lie, however, is our bitterest as well us 
ablest enemy, and will be the last to submit to our sway. By reducing 
his castles and' property in Lughman, you will cripple his means, and, it 
may be, oblige him to fall on his master for money. This will give 
opportunity for his enemies to undermine him ; and, if not to overthrow 
him, certainly to weaken his influence. Under such circumstances he 
may yield to our offers, though I much doubt it. 

Captain Couolly, and the other officers and men left here, have been 
delivered up to Mahomed Akbar Khan. Captain Conolly was authorized 
to draw bills on the- Governor-General, to meet the exjienditure of the 
sick and wounded left behind, and of the officers left as hostages. As I 
feared the Affghans might use force, or threaten him, I publicly limited 
him to the sum of 10,000 rupees a month, with the understanding, that 
he should only draw for the sum actually requisite, without reference to 
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the amount of pay due to those left behind. There was, besides, a cer¬ 
tain sum allowed as hire for the fort or castle in which the sick and 
wounded were left, and for the support of tlie guard of Aifghans, to se¬ 
cure them from insult. I have not the means of consulting the documents, 
or should send you copies of all connected with the arrangements. Captain 
Couolly informs me you have dishonoured his drafts. 1 therefore enter 
into this explanation, to account for the drafts. In addition to the men 
left, a number ot fugitives from the retreating force returned to Cabool, 
wlio it was necessary to take care of, «ud tliey increased the expenditure 
above that I originally contemplated. In consideration of this explana-* 
tioii, I trust you will accept the hills tendered : iu our present stale of 
surveillance it is utterly iuijiossible to render regular accounts ; and to 
attempt it would cause suspicion. ' Hereafter I suspect the expences of 
the liuspital will be defrayed by Mahomed Akbar Khan, and of course 
such bills need not be drawn, and will, if necessary, continue to be drawn 
by Captain Couolly, as originally appointed. 

I have, &c., 

Er.I>REI> POTTINGEB. 


No. 435.— The Governor-General of India to Major-General 

Pollock. 

Allahulad, My 29, 1842. 

Gf.sebai., —Mr. Maddock, the Secretary to the Government of India, 
has submitted to me your letter of the 14th iustaiit, communicating the 
arrival in your camp of Captain Troup, of the 48tli Regiment of Native 
Infantry, (a prisoner to the Affghaiis,) and Ilajee Buktiiu- Khan, a native 
of Candahar, deputed to you, as Captain Troup informed you, by Futtch 
Jung, and the whole of the chiefs aud people of Cabool. 

2. Tlie letter of Major Pottlngcr, which you inclosed, gives a different 
eliaractcr to Captain Troup’s mission to your camp, for that otRccr attri¬ 
butes it to bis having persuaded Mohamed Akbiu’ KItan to make another 
overture, aud to send (Hiptaiu Troup with bis letter. 

S. You acted properly in not replying to Major Pottinger’s letter on 
this occasion : and you have taken a correct view of tliat officer’s position, 
ill considering that, as a prisoner he cannot be a Political Agent., 

4. The ex 2 )Iauation you gave to Ilajee Buktiar Kiiau, of the views of 
the Government of India, was in conformity with your instructions ; but 
as you were distinctly authorized to negotiate with a de facto Govern¬ 
ment of Cabool, for a general excliange of prisoners, not excepting Dost 
Mahomed Khan ; and it has never Imen on any occasion intimated to you, 
when such general exchange of prisoners has been mentioned, tliat any 
specific terms were to be attached to the delivery of Dost Mahomed 
Khan : 1 regret that you should have imagined that any further instruc¬ 
tions, could be required upon that liead. Iu a general exchange of pri¬ 
soners, Dost Malionicd Kliuii would be given up unreservedly, and witli- 
out any conditiuns, exactly as any other prisoner. 

5. Itajipears, that in the name of Futteh Jung, Mahomed Akbar 
Khan is exercising a inosc ('xleiisive authority than it has hitherto bei-n 
deemed jirobable that the divisions amongst the chiefs would permit to In 
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concentrated in fhe same hands, and that he has obtained possession of 
tlie persons of all the prisoners except those at Ghuznee, whom he under¬ 
stood to have demanded from Shumsoodeen Khan. 

6. These circumstances aftbrd better hopes of the ultimate rtfcovcry 
of all the prisoners, than it has yet been allowable to entertain ; but I 
must impress upon you, that no tru^t whatever is to be placed in any 
Affghan ; and that all military operations must proceed as if no nego- 
ciation was in progress. 

7. When every gun, and colour, and military trophy in the hands of 
the AlFghans, and every prisoner within the reach and power of the de 
facto Government of Cabool, has been surrendered to you, then, and not 
till then, you may give orders suited to a state of returning peace. 

8. You may inform the Affghan chiefs, that these are your positive 
instructions. But that immediately upon receiving from you the report 
of the surrender to you of tlie tropliies of war, and of the prisoners, f 
will direct Dost Mahomed Khan, and all the prisoners in our hands, to 
be honorably conveyed to the frontier of Cabool, and delivered without 
any condition. I will likewise then consent tliere shall be peace between 
the British Government and the Affghan pooide, and I will recognise the 
Government which the Affghans may seem to prefer. 

9. It is my wish to carry with me, in all measures relative to Afi- 
ghanistan, the willing acquiescence of the Maharajah Shere Sing ; but yon 
rightly^udged that the intervention of the Sikhs, as mediators, could not 
be allowed, nor indeed could such a jiroposal be seriously made. The 
Maliarajah is at war with the Affghans as we are, and peace, as well as 
war, will be common to the two Governments. 

I have, he., 

Ellknuouougii. 


No. 436.— Mr. Maddork to Mnjor-Cnicral Pollock. 

AUahuhud, .My'JAI, 1842. 

Sth,—I t is to be expected that in the event of any arrangement being 
made for the general exchange of prisoners, a demand will be brouglit 
forward by the Affghans for the payment of money on account of tlie 
maintenance of the British jiijsoners while in their hands. 

2. The Governor-General directs me to remind yoii that the British 
Government has expended a large sum in the maintenance of Dost Maho¬ 
med Khan and his family, and of the other Affghan prisoners in our 
hands. 

3. Although this sum must be much larger than any sum really ex¬ 
pended by the Affghans in the maintenance of British jirisoucrs, yet see¬ 
ing the improbability of dur coming to any settlement with the Atlghaiis 
whereby any balance which might appear to be due to us would be paid, 
the Governor-General is willing to cancel the account on both sides, 

4. The strongest objections exist to our agreeing, in any general ex¬ 
change of prisoners, to pay any sum on account of maintenance. 

5. It would be represented that the Afighans had compelled the sur¬ 
render of the prisoners in our hands, and had only given up the prisoners 
in their hands for a ransom. 
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G. The Governor-General cannot consent to any fjirrangement which 
can be so represented. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 4.37. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jelledahad, July 16, 1842. 

.Sin,—I h.ave the liouor to forward, for the information of the Right 
Honoriiblc the Governor-General of India, copy of a letter from me to 
Major Pottinger, C.B. I have deemed it proper to send this letter, for 
tlioUgh it is little more than acknowledging the receipt of his communi¬ 
cation (copy of which was forwarded to you with my letter of 14 th July, 
1842,) still it will prevent any misunderstanding as to my not sending 
him replies to the proposals he has sent. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 438.— Major-General Pollock to Major Pottbajer. 

JeUalabad, July 15, lfi42. 

SiK,—I have had the honor to receive your letter, dated the lOtli 
instant, whicli was dolivcrod by Captain Troup, who was accompatiied by 
an Agent from Cabool. I have communicated to Captain Troup and the 
Agent all tliat appears necessary on the subject of an exchange of prison¬ 
ers. Wliile you continue a prisoner, and consequently not a free agent, 
1 s(!e no neccs.sity for your being the channel of communication. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 43S).— The Governor-General of India to Major-General' 

Pollock, 

AUahahad, August 3, 1842. 

Sm,—In the event of Maliomed Akbar Klian’s coming into your 
hands, without any previous conditions for the preservation of Ids life, I 
request that you will inform him, that he will be tried for the murder of 
.Sir William Macnaghten, and confine him accordingly, as you would any 
other person accused of a similar crime, and tPy him as you would any 
other ycTson, and deal with him, if he shoidd bo convicted, as you would 
any other person found guilty of murder under similar circumstances. 

You will not hurry his trial, so as to commence it with insufficient 
proof of is undoubted and admitted guilt. 

The only other circumstance which should induce you to delay his 
trial is, the consideration that British subjpets still remaiidng, .at the 
capture of Mahomed Akbar, in the hands' of the Affghans, might 
possibly be made to sulfcr in tlie event of his cixecution. Upon this point 
you will act according to your discretion. ' • 

I have, &c., 

Ellesuokough. 
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No. 440.— Major-General Pollock to Mr, Maddeck. 

> Jellalabad, ^5, 1942. 

Sir, —I have the honor to request that you will bring to the notice of 
the Right Honorable the Governor-General the following circumsttlnces. 

I have found it necessary during my lialt hero to send escorts with 
every string of camels sent from camp, for the purpose of bringing in 
supplies of grain and bhoosa, and notwitlistaiiding every precaution, on 
some occasions, camels have been carried off by small parties of thieves, 
who conceal themselves in certain strong places near the high road. 
These places are protecteil by the Affghan rulers when governing this 
country, by posting thannas of twenty or thirty men, who hold breast¬ 
work near them, and protect kaiilahs and travellers ; but it would 
obviously be objectionable to employ regular troops in this duty ; and, 
owing to the employment of Captain Ferris’ regiment of Jezailchees, 
with Rrigadier Monteath’s force and Captain Thomas’ regiment in the 
Khyber, have not had any Irregular Infantry disposable for this duty 
* except the Sappers and Miners under Captain Rroadfoot, and the men of 
this regiment have been constantly employed in building hos]>itals for tlie 
European regiments until within the last two days, when I Imve taken the 
earliest opportunity of detaching 200 of them, and 200 Irregular Horse, 
under the command of Captain Broadfoot, to Kilhi Mahomed lloosniu 
Khan, a fort about fifteen miles from camp. This fort has been carefully 
examined, and the adjacent country reconnoitred, by the chief engineer 
and the Assistant Quartermaster-General, who report very favorably 
upon it. I have given directions for the collection in it of a large supply 
of grain and bhoosa, and I would wish much to have a j)ost of Irregular 
Infantry stationed about half way betwi^n it and this camp, but 1 have 
no Irregulars disposable.- Again, in another direction, Chipreeal, from 
which a very great portiim of our supplies are drawn, I have no resource 
but to send strong escorts of regular troops with each string of camels 
sent for grain or bhoosa, and these duties arc found to be very harassing 
to both infantry and cavalry. For these reasons I should beg to suggest 
that I be allowed to entertain one or even two hundred of the inhabitants 
of this valley, who could be employed with great advantage if jiosted in 
small parties along the main roads from the chief villages to camp. The 
expense of a body of 200 of these men would be under 2,000 rupees per 
mensem, and I think it wery probable that many camels might be saved 
by them which would otherwise fall into the hands of the enemy. A 
party of twenty-eight Ghilzyes under a Chief, whose fidelity h.lh been 
tested, are now in this camp. They have been, hitherto employed under 
Captain Mackesoii at the I’eshawur agency, but I have directed tliein to 
remain with this camp from the 1st instant : and should the i)roj)osal I 
have made meet the sanction of Government, the chief I have alluded to 
would have no difficulty in Completing his party in a few days to tlie 
number of men mentioned. 


I have, fifc.. 


Gkouoe Pollock. 
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No. 420.— Major-Gciicral Pollock to Mr.*Maddock. 

JdMabad, July 27, 1842. 

Sir,—I have the honor to' forward the following documents connected 
witli a reconnoissance, made on the 24th instant, from Brigadier Mon- 
teath’s camp, preparatory to the advance of the Brigadier’s force into 
tlie valley of the Shinwarees ; this advance was fixed for yesterday, the 
2(jtli instant, but 1 have not yet received official reports of further ope¬ 
rations from tliat quarter. 

liiclosure No. 1.—Copy of a letter from Brigadier Montcath, C.B., 
to Captain Ponsonby, Assistant Adjutant-General, dated Camp,' Muzzee- 
na, 25th July, 1842. 

Inclosur# No. 2.—Copy of a letter from Captain Willis, Her Majesty’s 
.31st Foot, commanding the party, dated Camp, Muzzeena, 24th 
July, 1842. 

Inclosnre No. 3—Copy of a letter from Captain Fcitis, c^manding 
the Regiment of Jczailcliees, dated Camp, Muzzeena, 24th Ju* 1842. 

Inclosure No. 4—Copy of a re[)ort on the country reconnoitred by 
Captain Robertson, Field Engineer, dated 24th July, 1842. 

Inclosure No. 5.—Return of killed, wounded, and missing. 

Inclosure No. 6.—Return of ammunition expended. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 442.— Britj(idler Montealh to Captiiin Ponsonhy. 

Camp, Muzzeena, July 25, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor of addessing you to state, for the information 
of 3Iajor-Genci‘al I’ollock, that on account of the confined and extremely 
difticult nature of the eouutry from hence to the entrance of tjie Shiii- 
warree Valley, and which difficulties are to be encountered throughout it, 
I deemed it expedient, before committing the troops under my command 
in an advance, to send out Captain Robertson, of the Engineers, to make 
a reconnoissance of the road and country in our front, giving him an 
esc(»rt of 400 regular troo))s, under Captain Willis, Her Majesty’s 31st 
Regiment, and the Jczailcliees, under Captain Ferris. 

Inclosed I beg to send Captain Robertsouts report, and that of Cap¬ 
tain Willis, together with returns of the troops employed, killed, and 
Wounded, and ammunition expended on the occasion. 

1 have, &c., 

T. Monteatii. 


No. 443 .—Copiahi Willis to Qiptain Lwjard, Miijor of Brujade. 

Muzzeena, July 23, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report that this morning, agreeable to 
instructions received last night from Brigadier Monteath, C.B., command¬ 
ing, 1 proceeded with the following reconnoitring party, towards Muz- 
zecna,—viz. 27 oflicers, 05 serjeants, 10 drummers, 724 rank and file, 1 
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jemadar, and 20 twjops ; after passing a liver, about two miles i'roin 
eiimi), we ascended a bai’e hill, and proceeded along its ridge for about 
two miles farther, when tlie advance guard, composed of a corps of 
.lezailchees, under Captain Ferris, was fired on by a party occupying the 
adjoining heights, killing one non-commissioned oiiicer, and wounding 
two or three of the men. In my course to the termination of the ridge, 
tlie enemy skirmished witli the advanced-guard, who drove them before 
it. 1 Iialted here a short time, when Captain Robertson, of tlie Engi¬ 
neers, reported that he had completed his observations. In obedience to 
my instructions, 1 prepared to return to camp. By this time tlie sur¬ 
rounding hills were covered with 'the enemy, who, by the beat of tom¬ 
toms, were collecting in great force, and advancing towards my position 
on the ridge of the hill. The Jezailchees descemdod the hill, •and drove 
the enemy back, when I recalled them,_ covering them as they fell back, 
by the grenadier company of Her Majesty’s'Slst Regiment. 1 continued 
my returi^skirmishing for about four miles with the enemy, wdio in 
number, j^rhap.s, from 800 to 1,000, hovered round for that distance. I 
am not able to estimate the loss the enemy suffered, but am sorry to 
report that of my own party were three killed and twenty-six wounded, 
as the accompanying return will show. 

I also beg to inclose the rc})ort of Captain Ferris, coiumaiiding tlie 
Jezailchees. 

I have, &e., 

W. G. Wrrmis. 

No. 444.— Qiptain Ferris to Captain Willis. 

Camp, Mtizzeena, July 2'4, 1842. 

I have to report for your information, that having been ordered to take 
the wIioIq of my regiment,* and form the advance guard of the trooiis 
employed on the recomioissanee of tin* fSliinwarree V'alle)-, this morning, 
I detached my native Adjutant, Ali Wurdee Khan, with twenty men, to 
skirmish on my part, and cover my advance along the ridge of the hills 
over which the road runsi After I had advanced about one mile and a 
half along the ridge, I found myself o[)posed by about 200 Shinwarrees, 
who were speedily dislodged by Ali Wurdee Khan's party which on seeing 
the enemy, I had reinforced by another comj)any. After this my 
advanced party was skirmishing with the eiuany the whole W'ay to 
Sfckunder Khan’s fort, at which I halted my regimemt and waittid till your 
•arrival. I need not detail the operations in which my regiment was 
engaged after this, as you yourself witn(!ssed the whole of them. I, how¬ 
ever, beg leave to bring to your notice the great assistanc(! 1 received from 
Lieutenant Dowson, my Adjutant, and from llydcr Ali Khan and Ali 
Wurdee Khan, my Native Commandant and Adjutant. 

I have, &e., 

J. Fekbis. 

* Strength j 1 commandant, 1 adjnlant, 1 native commandant, I natjjre adjutant, 
C jemadars, G nuib jemadars, SG liavildars, .'iG uaiks, 350 rank and file. 
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No. 445.— Captain Robertson to Brigadier*Monteath. 

Camp, Muzzeena, Jtdy 1842. 

Rei'ort op a Reconnoissanoe op the YAOiir Foets. 

I ^ainiiicd the ground this morning for a distance of about seven 
miles from camp. Tlic route lies at first across the fields, and numerous 
water-courses. At about 1-L mile from camp a stream is passed, flowing 
from the valley over a wide bed of large pebbles and boulders. The 
water at present does not occupy more than 10 feet in breadth, and is 
shallow ; half a mile further on the ridge, bounding the valley to the east¬ 
ward, is reached. Up to this i)oint the road has been made practicable 
by Lieutenant Rechcr of the Engineers. 

The slope up the side of the ridge is practicable, though steep ; it is 
rocky, and strewed with small stones, which would be a severe trial to 
laden camels. 

Along the ridge we proceeded for about five miles ; the route is practi¬ 
cable, but from its stony nature, camels would only proceed slowly, and 
accidents, would bo probable. The ridge is crossed by hollows about at 
right angles to its (toursc, forming a series of transverse ridges ; all those 
])asscd arc jiracticable. The slope from this range down to the valley 
varies, but is far the most part easy, though not jjracticable, without 
ditfu.’uhy, for camels, except in one or two places. On the opposite side 
(jf the valley the slope from the heights is more abrui)t ; in some places 
j)recipitous. The altitude of these bounding heights is about 200 or 250 
feet in general. , 

I'lie valley is between 800 and 900 yards wide from ridge to ridge. 
A rough measurement at the place where our reconnoissance terminated, 
gave 804 yards. 

The valley is at j)resent a swamp, the paddy fields being under water. 
During the skirmishing this moraiug it was quite clear the fields were 
impassable, the enemy always advancing and retiring on the dividing 
ridges. 

'I'his valley contains several forts ; all seemed to be unoccupied ; and 
the most part much ruined and dilapidated. These forts appear to be of 
the same coustructioii as others on this part of the country. Their are 
of small size ; the largest did not appear to have a side of 100 paces. 
Their shape is quadrangular, with towers at the corners, two tiers of 
loop-holes in tlu; towers ; and the curtains usually contain a few. The 
gates of most of the forts 1 have examined are open to attack, and very 
slight; and from the appearance of those viewed from the heights to-day, 
I do not think they are strong. The houses in some of the forts abut 
on the walls, forming a sort of rampart, the curtain being usually 12 or 
15 feet higher than the roof (which is 10 feet from the ground). The 
Walls are about 6 feet thick below, tapering to 6 inches above. This 
description, 1 conceive, will be found generally applicable to the forts 
near this. From the swampy state of the valley the approach of the gate 
may be difficult. 

The fort (Sekunder Khan’s) to which my attention has been particularly 
called, if Toorabaz Khan’s people correctly pointed it out, is more ruined 
than the generality, and it appears to me most improbable that it is now 
occupied, or that any enemy could dream of defending it. The place is 
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situated on the eaftern side of the valley, and the hill slopes down to it. 
On this slope, encamping ground may be found, but stony and rocky ; 
forage for horses or cattle I doubt the possibility of obtaining. 

A force proceeding up this valley, even on the ridge traversed to-day, 
would always (especially during a retrograde movement), be liable 
to many casualties, particularly when encumbered with a train of bag¬ 
gage animals ; many of the latter would be shot, as the enemy would be 
incited by a hope of plunder. The exposed nature of the ground would 
render this very probable. 

I have strong doubts whether the fort was correctly pointed out to me. 
Some of the Jezailchees of the escort stated, that the principal fort was 
further up the valley, and from their indications of its position, I con¬ 
ceive it to be full three miles further than the point at which our progress 
terminated, as it was deemed inadvisable to proceed further from camp. 

I have, &c., 

J. W. Robertson. 


Return of Men killed, wounded, and missing, of a reconnoitring Tarty, 
under the command of Captain Willis, II. M. ^\M Regiment. 

Mazeena, July 24, 1842. 
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W. G. Willis, Captain. 
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Return shewing the strength of the reconnoitring Party under Captain 
Willis, H. M. Z\st Regiment. 

Mazzeena, July a, \M2. 


Corps. 

WtPStM 

Serjeants. 

Drummers. 

■ 

Rank and file. 

Total. 

Remarks, 

Her Majesty’s 31 St Re^t. 

5 

8 

3 

133 

149 


.J3rd Regt. Native Inf. . 

3 

6 

1 

106 

116 


33rd Regt. Native Inf. . 

3 

5 

2 

105 

115 


Jezailchces. 

16 

36 

4 

380 

436 


Total . . . 

27 

55 

10 

724 

816 



W. G. Wiixis, Captain. 


Return of Ammunition expended by a reconnoitring Party, under com¬ 
mand of Captain Willis, II. M. Zlst Regiment. 

Mazzeena, July 24, 1842. 


Regiments. 

No. of rounds 
expended. 

Remarks, 

Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment . . 

1403 


33rd Regiment Native Infantry . 

4357 


53rd Regiment Native Infantry . 

906 


Total . . . . 

6666 



W. G. Wilms, Captain. 


No. 446 .—Notification by the Governor-General of India. 

■ Allahabad, August ll, 1842. 

The Riglit Honorable the Governor-General is pleased to direct the 
publication of the following letter from M^or-General Pollock, and of 
the Report from Brigadier Monteath, of tlie successful operations of the 
force under his command in the Shinwaree valley. 

By order of the Right Honorable Governor-General, 

T. H. Ma»i>ock. 


No. AAl.—-Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

JeUalabad, July 29, 1842. 

SiK,—I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of my letter to the 
Adjutant-General of the Army, of this date, forwarding copies of letters 
anti other documents from Brigadier Monteath, reporting the result of an 
attack on the enemy in the Shinwaree vallej'. 
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The loss sustMied by the enemy must have l)een considerable, for in 
a letter -which one of the Chiefs addressed to Captain Macgregor on the 
25th instant, he states, that they were still burying their dead. The 
effect in the whole valley by such a complete defeat of the Shinwarrees, 
and the destruction of so many of their forts, will be productive of the 
most beneficial effects. 

I have, &c., 

G. PoLLoeift 

No. 448 — Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumley. 

Camp, Jellalahad, July 29, 1842. 

Sir, —I have.the honor to forward, for the information of his Excel¬ 
lency the Cominander-in-Chief, copy of a letter, dated Camp Mazzeena, 
27th instant, from Brigadier Monteath, C. B., commanding the troops in 
the Shinwarree Valley, together with copies of the documents to which it 
refers. Although the loss of the enemy on this occasion iias not been 
stated by Brigadier Monteatli, I have every reason to believe, from 
authentic sources, it has been considerable. One of the chiefs, Shadoo, 
had a nephew and a first cousin killed in the action, and another chief, 
Hoosain, also lost a son. 

The enemy were busily employed during the afternoon of the 2f3lh in 
burying their dead, and on the day subsequent to the engagement, the 
Shinwarree chiefs sent into camp to express their willingness to pay the 
revenue. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 449. — Brigadier Monteath to Captain PonsonJj^ 

Camp, Mazzeena, Judy U,i, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor of addressing you, to state, for the inforiiiation 
of Major-General Pollock, C. B., that, in accordance with the intention 
expressed by me in my letter of the 24th instant, I marched out .yester¬ 
day morning at day-light, to attack the enemy with the following trooi)S 
and guns :—five iiine-poundors, one twenty-four pounder httwitzer, fifty 
sappers and miners, one squadron 1st Light Cavalry, seven companies 
Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, seven ditto 33rd Native Infantry, seven 
ditto 53rd Native Infantry^ Ferris’ corps of Jezailchecs. 

As the road into the enemy’s country was nearly impracticable for 
loaded animals, and we must have lost a great many camels had I 
attempted to move i^^th our baggage, I resolved on returning to my pre¬ 
sent jwsition after the operations I had in view had been concluded ; 
therefore, having compressed the camp as much as possible by striking a 
portion of it, and collecting the tents and baggage on one spot, I left it 
in charge of Major Hewitt, 33rd Regiment, with the following troops :— 
two companfes Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, ditto 33rd Native Infantry, 
ditto 53rd Native Infantry, two s(iuadrons 1st Light Cavalry, fifty Jezail- 
chees, and one hundred of Toorabaz Khan’s men. 

On the troops gaining the left ridge of the Shinwarree valley, which 
was the most practicable, the enemy retired out of their forts, and I 
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detached Lieutenant Becher, of the corps of engineers, *rith the- sappers 
and miners, to set fire to them, -which he did in succession up to the fort 
of Seconder Khan, at the head of the valley, the force moving parallel 
along the ridge for the protection of the party.. Thus at one time the 
interiors of five-and-thirty forts were in a blaze along the valley, the 
erjpmy contemplating the scene from the heights in the vicinity of Se¬ 
conder Khan’s fort, where they had taken up positions, and from whence 
they were driven in gallant stylo by the advance, consisting of the light 
and two battalion companies Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, the light 
companies 33rd and dSrd Regiments, and the Jezailchecs, under Major 
Skinner, H.M. Slst Regiment. 

At this moment the guns, having been brought into position by Cap¬ 
tain Abbott, opened a fire of Shrapuell shells upon them, which did 
considerable execution, and so disconcerted them, that parties left the 
field altogether and never returned. 

Having effected everything in the way of destruction, I caused two 
companies of the 53rd Regiment to be extended along a ridge below that 
from whence the advance had driven the enemy, and of which it remained 
in possession. In the rear of the companies of the 53rd, a company of 
tlie 33rd was extended along the top of another ridge, and in rear "of 
that company, on a higher ridge, two guns were placed in position to aid 
in covering the retirement of the advance from the enemy, who were alt 
ready to attack them as soon as they should commence their descent 
from the heights. On these arrangements being completed, the recall 
was sounded to the advance, and I am happy to say, the whole joined the 
main body without a single casualty occurring. 

Major Skinner’s party being exceedingly fatigued, for the heat had 
been excessive, and the labour great, I directed tlicm to fall in with the 
main column, and ordered out two companies from each of the three 
regiments, to cover our retrogression homewards. These were formed 
into two parties, and extended aeross the ridge in two lines of skirmish¬ 
ers. In the rear of the second line I placed two guns, with a company 
of Her Majesty’s Slst Regiment flanking each of them, also a party of 
forty cavalry ; and a line of Skirmisliers was thrown out along the whole 
right flank of the column to the edge of the ridge (where the ground 
from its broken character was most favomable for the enemy,) and which 
communicated with tlie rear line of the covering force placed under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton, Her li^jesty’s Slst Regiment, at 
his own solicitation. 

In this order we retired seven miles and a half over as bad a road as 
can well be supposed, and although I had anticipated loss and great 
annoyance from the enemy throughout the march, yet it seemed as if they 
had had enough, as their attacks were languid and remarkably cautious 
throughout, and I am rejoiced to say that at half-past 3 p. m., we arrived 
in camp without loss or injury of any kind. 

It gives me great pleasure to record the zealous conduct of the troops 
generally, and the cheerful and praiseworthy manner in which the soldiers 
of Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment laboured to drag the guns up such places 
as the horses, notwithstanding their unequalled qualities, were incapable 
of doing. 
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Herewith I bcffto inclose Major Skinner’s Report, and I can myself 
bear ample testimony to the gallant conduct of himself, and those under 
his command ; and I should be unjust were I not to say that the conduct 
of Captain Ferris, his Native Cammandant, Hyder Ali, and the whole 
corps of Jezailchees, was highly distinguished. 

My thanks are very justly due to Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton, Her ]%- 
jesty’s 31st Regiment, for the able manner in which he conducted the 
duties of covering the retirement of the force, and particularly so to 
Major Skinner, for tlie zealous and gallant manner in which he led the 
advance against the enemy ; to Captain Ferris, for the gallant manner in 
which, with his corps of Jezailchees, he drove the enemy from their posi¬ 
tion on the heights ; to Captain Abbott and Lieutenant Dawes, for the 
very successful practice of the guns ; to Lieutenant Bechcr, for the 
zealous and satisfactory manner in which he, with the detachment of 
sappers and miners, constructed a road for the guns, and fired the enemy’s 
forts in the valley ; and to Lieutenant Lugard, Her Majesty’s 31st regi¬ 
ment, Major of Brigade ; Lieutenant Mayne, Assistant-Quarter-Master- 
General ; Captain Lloyd, Sub-Assistant-Commissary-General, and Cap¬ 
tain Robertson, Field Engineer, for the assistance aftbrded me by them in 
the field. 

I have also to express my thanks to Captain Maegregor, Political 
Agent, who, when the opportunity offered itself, served the guns. 

Inclosed is a return of killed and wounded of the force employed, and 
one of ammunition expended. 

I have, &c., 

T. Monteath. 


No. 450. —Major Skinner to Brigadier Monteath., 

Camp, Mazeem, My 27, 1842. 

SiK,—I have the honor to rci)ort to you, that when the advanced 
guard, composed of the following details, viz.—the three light companies 
of the brigade; with two battalion companies of Her Majesty’s 31st Re¬ 
giment, and the corps of Jezailchees, reached the crest of the ridge over 
which the main column was moving, about eight o'clock, a. m., I observed 
the enemy posted in small bodies upon the different heights and ridges in 
my front, while several parties oecupied gardejis and broken walls at the 
foot of the line of hills I was upon, above the valley on the right hand. 

A sharp fire was opened upon the line of skirmishers, who quickly 
advanced and drove the enemy off. The corps of Jezailchees swept the 
front, the left hills were cleared by the light company of the 31st Foot; 
and the light company of the 33rd Native Infiintry on the right skir¬ 
mished throughout that part of the valley nearest the ridge ; the remain¬ 
ing companies were in support. We advanced to Secunder Khan’s fort 
of Muriaz, over very broken and difficult country with frequent descents 
and ascents, the enemy somefunes keeping up a good fire, but always 
abandoning the line of heights as we ascended, and falling back to others. 
I halted at Secunder Khan’s fort, from which a few shots were fired as .we 
advanced, when it was evacuated. 
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Tills fort hangs over a narrow valley on the right hand, fields of rice in 
many parts of it now under water. A narrow stony ridge in the midst 
of this valley was occupied by the enemy, and commanded the post 
among trees at the foot of the fort, which 1 wished to hold ; the enemy 
was soon driven off the first part of the ridge, and fell back to a higher 
peak, from which it became also necessary to drive 4hem ; this was done 
by the Jezailchees under Cajitain Ferris, in very good style, who held it 
till withdrawn. At the head of the valley in which we now were, there 
stands a high hill with a fort upon its summit, a considerable distance ofi". 
All the ridges from which the enemy had been driven, appear to draw to 
a point at this fort, and their retreat was always towards it. 

Many men were collected there, and large parties were sent out to ray 
right; this induced me to draw the companies of the 31st Foot on the 
left nearer to me. The enemy soon appearing on the summit of a hill 
above rpy left, however, 1 sent one company of the .31st Regiment to 
drive him away and occui)y the hiU. This duty was remarkably well 
performed by Captain Marshall, of Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, whose 
company was emjdoycd upon it. The enemy retreated with some loss, 
and took up another position under cover of a sungah, or breastwork of 
stone, within shot. He was driven from it with great gallantry by 
Lieutenant M‘Ilveen, of the 31st Regiment, and a party of No. 7 com¬ 
pany of that corps. Lieutenant M'llveen (a very promising young 
officer indeed) was, I regret to say, killed in this assault upon the 
sungah. 

A narrow valley of rice fields, completely swamped, separated, the 
ridge, on which my right was, from two small forts ; a garden at one end 
of the rice valley below the ridge towards the first of two forts, was held 
by the light company of the 33rd Native Infantry : the enemy descended 
from a high line of sand-hills, and occupying these two forts, annoyed my 
position a good deal. He was driven from them by the Light Company 
and part of No. 6 of the 31st Regiment, who had no other ground to 
advance on but the narrow ridges that divided the terraces of rice ; they 
moved along these under a sharj) fire, and drove the enemy from his 
position. I occu[)ied these forts, and leaving Brevet Major Urinston, 
of the 31st Regiment, in command of the post, ceased from further 
operations. None of the forts I have mentioned were tenable by the 
enemy ; the walls were breached in many places by the earthquake in 
February last. When I was ordered to fall back on the main body about 
half-past one i’. m.. Major Urmston retired in good order followed at a 
distance by the enemy, (who had fired constantly into the forts when we 
occupied them), over the difficult ground behind him, having set fire to 
the villages within the two forts before he left them. 

The advance guard being collected together above Sccunder Khan’s 
fort, joined the main column. I have great pleasure in assuring you, 
tliat during several hours of most active operations over the difficult 
country wc were in, every officer and .man under my command behaved 
admirably. 

I have, &c. 

Thos. Skinnek. 
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■Return oj Killed uni Wuw^ed in Action, under the Command of Brigadier Monteath, 
on the 26th July 1842. 

Camp, Mazeena Judy 27, 1842. 

Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment—1 officer killed ; 7 rank and file, wounded. 

33rd Regiment Native Infantry—1 serjeant, 8 rank and file, wounded. 

.ISrd Regiment Native^lnfantry—5 rank and file wounded. 

Jezailehees—2 rank and file killed ; 2 rank and file, wounded. 

Total—3 killed ; 23 wounded. 

Stretigth of the above Corps, 

Captain Abbott’s Battery—2 Officers, European and Native, 2 Serjeants.—No. 6, 
Light Field Battery. 

Squadron 1 Light Cavalry—11 Officers, European and Native, 10 Serjeants, 129 
Rank and File. 

Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment—24 Officers, 34 Serjeants, 500 Rank and File. 

33rd Regiment Native Infantry—26 Officers, European and Native, 32 Serjeants, 
494 Rank and File. 

63rd Regiment Native Infantry—25 Officers, European and Native, 42 ^cijeants, 
542 Rank and File. 

Jezailchees—15 Officers, European and Native, 32 Serjeants, 343 Rank and File. 
Total—103 Officers, European and Native, 153 Serjeants, 2,008 Rank and File. 

T. Monteath, & Edward Lugakd. 

Return of Ammunitkm expended in Action, under the Command of Brigadier 
Monteath, on the 26th instant. 

Camp, Mazeena, July 27, 1842. 

Captain Abbott’s Battery—37 rounds.—Shells, Shrapnell, 24-pounder, C.—Do. 
Orpounder, 23, and round shot 9-pounder, 8. 

Squadron 1st Light Cavalry—None. 

Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment—4,889 rounds. 

33rd Regiment Native Infantry—2,892 rounds. 

53rd Regiment Native Infantry—4,954 rounds. 

Jezailchees—6,678 rounds. 

Total—19,450 rounds. 

T. Monteath & Edward Lugabd. 


No. 451.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Mtultlock. 

Jellalabad, Avgmt 2, 1842. 

Sir, —I liave the honor to report the arrival in camp this morning, 
from Cabool of Captains Lawrence and Troup, accompanied by llajee 
Bukhteear Khan, and bringing letters from his Majesty Futteh Jung, 
Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Klian, and the Chiefs of Cabool. I will do 
myself the lionor of sending copies and translations of these letters toge¬ 
ther with my replies to-morrow. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 452.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalabad, August 3, 1842. 

Sir, —Captain Troup assures' me that the Wuzeer is sincere in his 
offer of liberating the prisoners, if 1 promise that our troops shall be 
withdrawn from Affghanistan, but this of course it is not in my power to 
do, more than appears in my letter in reply to his Maje^Jy Futteh Juiig 
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(Inclosure No. 11), which will be sent to Cabool this enfening. I think 
that my advancing to Futteehabad with a part of tius force may expe¬ 
dite the release of the prisoners. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 553 —Translatwn of n Paper received fi-om Hazee liuhhteear, 
_ inclosed in Letter from His Majesty, Fntteh Jung. 

July 30, 1S42. 

The contents of this paper are— 

1st. Such EngMsh gentlemen and ladies as are in Affghanistan, Wuzeer 
Mahomed Akbar Khan will convey to Jellalabad, and make them over to 
the Englisli Government. 

2nd. General Pollock, with all the English army, shall start imme¬ 
diately from Jellalabad towards their own provinces, and shall not on any 
account delay. And the gentlemen and the Canduhar force, and the 
troops in all other parts of Affghanistan, shall march by my (General 
Pollock’s) order through tlie Bolan Pass ;' and quitting the wliole of 
Affghanistan, we will depart and will not interfere in any way with the 
affairs of Affghanistan. 

3rd. The Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, with all his relations and 
dependants, and all other natives of Affghanistan who are in llindoostan, 
shall be released ; and I will have them taken to Mahomed Akbar Khan. 
And all the matter of the army, of the English Government, whatever 
is in the hands of Mahomed Akbar Khan shall be given up' to me ; and 
whatever is not at ])res(Mit collected shall be forwarded to India, as soon 
as possible, by two gentlemen whom I will leave for that purpose ; and 
the English army shall not delay its inarch on their account. Also there 
shall be no delay in the arrival of Dost Mahomed Khan. These few 
lines have been written as the basis of a Treaty. 


No. 454.— Translation of a iHtcr from Major-General Pollock 

^ to his Majesty Futteh Jung, 

JeUalahad, August 30, 1S42. 

A. C.—I have received your letter of 30th of July. When I heard of 
the approach of European gentlemen from Cabool, it was my belief that 
you had agreed to all terms, and that the whole of the prisoners, Euro¬ 
pean and native,, would immediately be sent; and I was prepared, on my 
part, to send to Hiudoostan for all the prisoners who are retained there. 

There is delay without a cause. It is well known to you that if I pro¬ 
mise and affix my seal to any paper, it need not be doubted. I have 
already written distinctly the terms in my letter of 24th of July, to which 
you appeared to agree. 

They are, that on delivery (or as soon after as practicable) of our pri¬ 
soners and hostages, European and native, and restoration of the guns 
left on the march, the .whole of the Affglian prisoners, including the 
Ameer, in llindoostan, shall in like manner be restored without delay ta 
their own country. 

II 3 



450 


I have alreail/ said that tlie English did not come to Alfghanistan to 
remain, but they cannot submit to be dictated to as to the time of their 
quitting it. Your Majesty must know that this is not the season at which 
to move troops, I therefore must suppose if the prisoners are detained 
any longer that the offer of an excliangc has not been sincere. I cannot, 
of course, see the* object in prolonging this state of enmity, especially 
after hearing that your Majesty, the nobles, and people of Cabool, were 
desirous of ending the strife. 

It will be for you to determine whether good faith has been preserved, 
and whether the line of conduct pursued by you or your advisers has 
evinced an earnest and sincere disposition for pesice. 1 have written one 
word, and I have not swerved therefrom. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 455.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

AlWuibad, Augvxt 17,1842. 

Sia,—I am directed by the Governor-General to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letters of the 3rd instant, and to communicate to you his 
Lordship’s entire approval of the answers you addressed to Prince Futteh 
Jung and Mahomed Akbar Khan, as well as of the measure adopted of 
extending to Mohun Lall the protection of the Uritish Government. 
With reference to the negotiation now in progress, and to the terms of 
your former instructions with respect to an exchange of prisoners, I am 
directed to observe that of course you understand that the whole family 
of Dost Mahomed Khan must follow the condition of that chief, and be 
either retained or exchanged, as he may be. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 

No. 456. — The Governor-General of India to the Secret Committee. 

Simla, September 16, No. 37, 1842.^ 

(Extract.)— The first part of the operation of withdrawing the 
armies from AfFghanistan has been most successfully effected by Major- 
General England, who arrived at Quetta on the 26th ultimo with the 
following troops :—one troop of Captain Anderson’s Horse Artillery ; 
one Foot battery, six guns, bullocks ; detachment of the Poona horse ; 
two Rissalahs of Cliristie’s horse ; 2.5th Bombay Native Infantry ; seven 
Companies late Bombay Light Infantry Battalion ; 1st, or Capt. Griffiths’ 
Irregular Infantry ; 2nd, or Captain Macau’s ditto, ditto ; 5th, or 
Captain Macdonald’s ditto ditto ; and all the invalids and useless follow¬ 
ers of the Candahar army, together with Prince Timour. 

2. The convoy was accompanied by nearly 10,000 animals. 

3. The Major-General having left Candahar on the 7th of August 
reached the foot of the Kojuck Pass on the morning of the 16th. The 
troops had marched twenty-four miles during the night, but the heights 
being unoccupied, a force was immediately detached to take possession of 
them, and succeeded iu that object. By the evening of the Ibth all the 
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difficulties of the pass were surriounted, the loss sustained having been 
very trifling. 

4. The further progress of lIip column to Quetta was unopposed. 

5. It is the intention of Major-General England to move his , whole 
force in three divisions to Dadur. The first division will leave Quetta 
this day, and the last, which the Major-General will accompany, ^ will 
march on the 2nd of October. 

6. Major-General Sir C. Napier, K.C.B., appointed to command all 
the forces bplow the Kojuck mountains, and on both banks of the Indus 
from Sukkur to the Sea, will have sailed from Bombay on the 1st instant 
in the Zeiiobiii, with 200 of the 28th Queen’s. The remainder of that 
Regiment will follow to Kiirachee, and the 22nd Queen’s will be concen¬ 
trated at Sukkur. The column under Major-General England being 
without any European troops, this measure became necessary. 

7. Its weakness in -cavalry compels me to detach from Ferozepore to 
Sukkur the 9th Light Cavalry. 

8. I do not at present anticipate that it will be necessary that the 
troops in Siude should enter upon any active operations ; but without 
European troops or regular cavahy, the large body of men under Major- 
General England’s command can hardly be considered an army ; and it 
ought to be rendered capable of engaging in any operation which may be 
required from it. 

9. It has ample means of carriage. It has, I hope, sufficient supplies 
of provisions ; and there are ten lacs at Sukkur, besides the sums in the 
treasuries of llj^derabad and Kurachee. Fifteen lacs are to be forwarded 
from Bombay as soon as the season will permit. 

10. Major-General Nott moved from Candahar on thb 10th ultimo, 
with the following troops;—Two troops of Horse Artillery, one 
9-pounder Fort Battery, four 18-pouuders, with two companies Bengal 
Foot Artillery, 3rd Bombay Cavalry, five Rissalahs Christie’s Irregular 
Horse, three Rissalahs 1st Bengal Irregular Cavalry, Her Majesty’s 40th 
Regiment, Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment, 2nd Regiment of Bengal Native 
Infantry, Kith ditto, 38th ditto, 42nd ditto, 43rd ditto, 3rd, or Captain 
Craigie’s Irregular Bengal Infantry. 

11. More than one letter addressed to me by the Major-General must 
h.ave been intercepted. I have reason to believe that he has taken with 
him the four 18-pouuders ; but my official information would^have led 
me to suppose that , those guns had been sent with Major-General Eng¬ 
land’s column. 

12. The calculation of Major-General Nott was, that, allowing for a 
halt at Ghuznee, he should reach Cabool between the loth and 20th of 
this month. 

13. He was to carry with him forty'days’ provisions. 

14. I do not know officially the extent of his means of carriage ; But 
I gather from the extract from a letter from Major Rawlinson to Major 
Outrain, which was communicated by the latter officer, that the number 
of camels was only 800, the remainder of the animals being probably 
mules and yaboQS, much better adapted to the country than camels. 

15. The Major-General carried with him a large quantity of ammuni¬ 
tion. 


H 3 ^ 
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16. Majoir-General Nott appears to have been disappointed in the 
amount of treasure furnished to him, and to have only ten lacs when he 
expected to have had ^wenty. 

17. I entertain the highest expectations of success, founded on the 
soldier-like qualities of this well-disciplined and brave army, which has 
long acted together, commanded by a general and officers in whqm it 
has entire confidence, and accustomed to beat the enemy whenever it has 
been able to meet them. 

18. Major-General Pollock has received only one communication 
from Major-General Nott, dated the 26th .luly, announcing his intended 
movement, and the probable time of his arrivdl at Jellalabad, namely, 
the first week in October. 

19. Major-General Pollock has advanced three brigades of his army to 
Gundamuck, and will have moved bn Cabool on the oth or 6th instant. 

20. The brigade under Brigadier Monteath made an attack upon the 
forts and villages in the Shinwarree valley before it joined head-quarters, 
and was thoroughly successful, destroying everything in the valley, and 
effecting its retreat with little loss. 

21. The advance guard of Major-General Pollock’s force, under the 
Major-General himself, drove a body of the enemy from a very strong 
position at Mamoo Khail, three miles to the southward of Gundamuck, 
on the 24th ultimo, and that position has since been occupied by our 
troops. 

22. Every possible effort has been made to supply Major-General 
Pollock’s force with carriage, and to provide for the expected wants of 
Major-Generd Nott’s force, when it joins the array in the Cabool valley. 

23. In the ten weeks ending the 8th of September, there have been 
purchased 7,653 camels, and 5,026 mules and ponies ; 1,265 Bringarec 
bullocks have been hired, and 1,000 camels ; and 1 have reason to think 
that 1,.500 more Bringarce bullocks have been hired at Pesliawur, making 
in all 16,444 animals. 

24. The purciiascs of camels continue, and I have directed that every 
mule may be procured which can be deemed fif for service. 

25. I am satisfied that I shall have the entire concurrence of your 
Committee in the opinion I have expressed to the Commissary-General, 
that the anny must be supplied, cost wliat it may ; and tliat it is better 
to have a thousand animals too many than a hundred too few. 

26. The losses of animals, however, must of necessity be so large 
that I have no hope that all my efforts will do more than provide for the 
absolute requirements bf tlie retiring ariny. 

27. Camp equipages, clothing, shoes, medical and other comforts, are 
to be forwarded by these animals ; and I trust the army will feel that it 
incurs no suffering which could have been obviated by the paternal care 
of the Government. 

28. Maijor-General Polldck has with him 10 lacs, and 20 more lacs 
are in.progress through the Punjab. 

29. Measures are already directed to be taken for the provisioning 
of the army during its homeward march. 

30. The last convoys of aminals will meet it on march, and supply 
the daily losses. 
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No. 457. —The Govenwr-General of India to Majo7*-Genercd Pollock. 

Allahabad, Augiut 17, 1842. 

Generai., —You yUl have heard, I conclude, that Major-General Nott 
has resolved on retiring a portion of his army by the route of Ghuznee 
and Cabool. • 

He will take with him Her Majesty’s 40th, the five Bengiil Regiments, 
the late Shah’s Regiment, which was at Kelat-i-Ghilzye, and about 1,000 
cavalry, with two troops of Horse Artillery, and a battery of Foot Artille¬ 
ry 9-pounders. I think the Infantry will amount to 4,500 or 5,000 men. 

The Major-General calculates upon reaching Jellalabad by the first 
week of October. 

I have directed comforts and necessaries for the 40th Queen’s, to be 
sent to Jellalabad. 

Every exertion will be made to send bhoosa to you by the animals now 
on their march. ' 

The Major-GenerAl seems to apprehend that the greatest difficulty he 
will have to encounter is from the want of forage, between Cabool and 
Jellalabad. 

I rely with confidence upon Major-General Nott’s receiving the most 
efficient co-operation from yourseltj and from every man in your army. 
I know all the difficulties winch both armies have to contend with, but 
the permanent^ advantage of snccess will be great, and it will shed 
imperishable glory upon all who have the good fortune to contribute to 
obtain it. 

I have, &c., 

Eelenborocgh. 


No. 458. — The Governor-General of India to Major Burlton, Com- 

rrdssary General. 

Allahabad, August 17, 1842. 

Sir, —Major-General Nott has availed himself of the option as to his 
line of retirement given to him in my letter of the 4th ultimo ; and he 
will march upon Ghuznee and Cabool with the five Regiments of Bengal 
Native Infantry, the Regiment of tlie late Shah’s Infantry, which was at 
Kelat-i-Ghilzye, Her Majesty’s 40th Foot, and about 1,000 cavalry, 
with two troops of Horse Artillery, and a 9-pounder battery of Foot 
Artillery. 

The Major-General calculates upon reaching Jellalabad by the first 
week in October. 

I request that you will take measures for dispatching immediately to 
Jellalabad the comforts and necessaries which the 40th Queen’s will 
require on their arrival. They will probably be very defipieiit in shoes 
and clothing, and in all camp equipage. - * 

It may be advisable to send an additional quantity of medicines. 

As it is possible that the operations in the Cabool valley may be pro¬ 
tracted to a later period than is now anticipated by unforeseen events, it 
is desirable that some quantity of warm clothing should be sent; but 
nothing must be allowed to delay the progress of the mules now on their 
march to Peshawur. 
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The main difficulty will arise out of the want of forage ; and any pos¬ 
sible measure sliould be adopted for sending bhoosa to Jellalabad. 

I have, &c., 

Eixenbobocgh. 

No. 459.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

JeUalabad, Augunt 5, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General, that subsequent to the dispatch of my 
letter No. 189, of date the 3rd instant, a letter was received by me from 
Mahomed Akb.ar Khan, complaining of my having moved troops into 
Lughman during the pending negotiation. This report must have origi¬ 
nated in a reconnoissanec made by Captain Lawrence with a small escort 
of Sikh troops, on the other side of the river. Hajee Buktiar, when 
talking on this subject, remonstrated against my advance to Futteeabad, 
but as I had previously decided on this measure, I have thought it proper 
to add a postscript to my letter to His Majesty Futteh Jung (Inclosure 
No. 11, to my letter to your address above alluded-to), to the effect that 
“ It is my intention to advance a force to Futteeabad, and to delay them 
until eight days, to admit of an answer being received from Cabool.” 
Captains Lawrence and Troup, with tin? Hajee, will start for Cabool to¬ 
morrow, taking with them my replies. When I last wrote I believed my 
letter to Futteh Jung would have been forwarded that evening, but it 
was not sent, and the arrival of the horseman the following day, caused 
another delay in its dispatch. 

I have directed Sir R. Sale, K.C.B., to march to-morrow to Futteea¬ 
bad with Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, 35th Regiment Native 
Infantry, 3rd troop first brigade Horse Artillery, and I have directed 
Brigadier Wild to proceed to-morrow with the 30th Native Infantry, and 
tlie Jezailchee corps, to Dakka, and on his arrival to assume charge of the 
troops at that post. I have reason to exjiect that the ten lacs of treasure 
will shortly arrive at Peshawur, and the 6th Native Infantry will escort 
it from Dakka to this place ; the 30th Regiment of Native Infantry 
remaining at Dakka. 

I have. Sec., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 460.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

• Jellalabad, August 6, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to forward eopy of a document received from 
Captain Troup, being translation of a conversation which took place with 
.Mahomed Akbar during the short stay made by Captain Troup in Cabool, 
after his return with my first answer. I take this opportunity of stating 
that it is my opinion that Mahomed Akbar’s chief object in desiring me 
to give a sealed paper, specifying that I will withdraw all troops from 
Aflghanistan, is to strengthen liimself by the publication of such a docu¬ 
ment at Cabool, the efl'ect of which would be to thoroughly dishearten 
such chiefs as Jook to our assistance for the means of freeing themselves 



455 


from his tyranny. Were I to say that I should leave this valley in Octo¬ 
ber, the reply woixld be that the prisoners should be sent then.: but such 
a promise would so strengthen Mahomed Akbar, that I think it probable 
that he, when the time arrived, finding that our advance on Cabool was 
impossible for the next seven mouths, might be tempted to procrastinate, 
under the idea that we had determined to withdraw our troops, and that 
after our departure he might obtain a large sura as ransom for the prison¬ 
ers. Apart from this, it is impossible for me to pledge myself to with¬ 
draw on a certain date, and I, of course, could not take upon myself to 
issue any order to General Nott. 

The advance of a brigade to Futteeabad will tend to alarm Mahomed 
Akbar, and make him the more anxious to induce us to quit the country. 
Captain Troup has expressed a doubt on this subject, and fears that this 
step may induce Mahomed Akbar to send the prisoners to Toorkistan, 
but I cannot think this will occur, as I have.reason to suppose that there 
is a strong party at Cabool, which has determined not to allow the removal 
of our prisoners, and I also believe that the Wallee of Khoolooin has 
written, refusing to receive Mahomed Abkar if accompanied by the 
prisoners. 

I have, he., 

G. POIXOCK. 

No. 461 .—Conversation between Sirdar Malumed Ahbar Khan, 

Major Pottinger, and Captain Troup, on the morning of the 29t/i 
July, 1842. 

Mahomed Akbar opened the conversation by stating that it was recom¬ 
mended that great men should ask advice of each other, even if inimical to 
each other, and related the fable of the besieged King j he then ,told us, 
he wanted advice as to what he should do, and in answer to the question 
what his own wishes were, declared he required only our promise of friend¬ 
ship. Major Pottinger, then, presuming that he must bear in mind that, 
though the Vizier had his own authority in full, we were servants, and 
could, therefore, not give advice, - if our opinions, ran contrary to our 
King’s interests, however as fer as it did not clash with our duty, we would 
be happy to do so, and therefore advised tlmt the prisoners should be at once 
sent down, for if a delay took place, it would come within the declaration 
of General Pollock that the business was off if any delay took place ; 
however, as the Chief stated, he agreed to the General’s proposition, it 
might pass if he wrote down that he agreed to the proposition, but as the 
Afighans considered the statement confused and a little doubtful, he sent 
a memorandum of what they thought was the meaning, and begged if it were 
correct that the General would Jtindly inform him of it by affixing his seal 
to such a writing. Under these circumstances, the General might not 
consider the stipulation btoken, but as it would virtually be so, we 
thought it most advisable for him to at once send down the prisoners, if he 
really wished to make terms. The Vizier said that he would not give up 
the prisoners without a written promise, and that the people were all 
determined to support him ; that we must put it out of thought that we 
could release the prisoners by force ; that as soon as he heard our troops 
had reached Charbagh he would send the ladies, &c., oft' to Toorkistan, 
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and fight here as Jpng as he could, and that if obliged to flee he would 
take care not one of the prisoners should return to the English, for he 
would scatter them by twos and threes through Toorkistan with all the 
chiefs. He was very anxious that a specification should be in the docu¬ 
ment regarding giving up Candahar to Prince Timour, but modified the 
proposal to requesting a general assurance that we would not interfere in 
tlie arrangements of the country. 


No. 462.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddoch 

Jellalabad, August 8, 1842. 

Sir,—I have the honor to forward for the information of the’Right 
Honorable the Governor-General of India, the copy of a memorandum by 
Captain Macgregor, on tlie progress of the brigade under the command of 
Brigadier Alonteath, C.B^ detailing the movements of this force, and the 
advantages which have accrued frtwu its having been detached on this 
duty. 

1 have reason to believe that the operations of this force have been 
attended with the very best results. The tribe of Shinwarrees took a 
prominent part in the attack on the late Cabool force, and shared largely 
in the plunder of its baggage, and the murder of our unfortunate soldiers 
and camp followers wheh disabled by the excessive cold. 

This race has ever been deemed dangerous by the Aflghanistan rulers ; 
they have for ages committed their depredations, almost with impunity ; 
and retiring to their mountains, have derided the power of the governors 
of Jellalabad : 

They had lately attacked some camels close to the camp, and when an 
attempt was made to seize them, they succeeded in killing the son and 
wounding the followers of the chief employed against them. They were 
thus fitting subjects for chastisement, and the destruction of their forts 
has proved to ail the tribes in this valley, that their mountain strong¬ 
holds cannot protect tliem from punishment if they provoke us to attack 
tliem. 

Many of the chief supporters of Mahomed Akbar have lands and posses¬ 
sions on this and the other side of the river, and the movements of this 
brigade have caused great alarm to these people. 

1 should do great injustice to Captain,Macgregor if I failed in bringing 
to the notice of the Right Honorable the Governor-General, the very 
valuable assistance which he has afforded on this and every other occasion. 
From him eveiy information was received regarding the country and its 
inhabitants, and through his exertions and influence supplies were pro¬ 
cured not only for the consumption of,the brigade, but also a very 
valuable addition to the stores of the force at Jellalabad. During the 
greater part of the time this brigade was detached, he suffered, from 
fever and ague, but he never allowed sickness for a day to interrupt his 
duties. 


1 have, &c.. 


G. Pollock. 
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No. 463.— The Governor-General of India to JUajor-General 

Pollock. 


Bewar, Avgust 26,18*12. 

(Extract,)— 1 had the honor of receiving this day your letters of the 
13tli and loth instant. I rejoice that you have heard directly from 
Major-General Nott, of his intention to move upon Ghuznee and Cabool. 

In my letter of the 29th July, I referred to the possible occurrence of 
circumstances under which the guns and prisoners having been delivered 
to you, you might, on account of the deficiency of supplies in the vicinity 
of Cabool, deem it expedient that Major-General Nott should return to 
India by some other route. 

X provided for an extreme case only, and so you must have understood 
ine%o consider it, fbr I can hardly imagine the existence of circumstances 
which could justify the diversion of Major-General Nott’s army from the 
route of Ghuznee and Cabool, when his intention of marching by that 
route shall have been once clearly indicated. 

I'urther, from the accounts I have received to-day, I should appre¬ 
hend, that Major-General Nott’s army, now retiring by any other route 
than that it has taken, would be exposed to greater dangers and hardships 
tlian can attend it in the valley of tlie Cabool river. You will have 
lieard, subsequently to the receipt of Major Rawlinson’s letter, inclosed 
in your letter of the loth instant, that I have directed that Prince 
Timour and Major Rawlinson shall both accompany Major-General 
England’s force. Prince Timour’s presence in Cabool could not but 
have been injurious. He might have divided the party, such as it is, of 
the late Shah’s family, and he is a man without ability. 


No. 464.— Mr. Maddock to the Superintending Surgeon of the Army. 

Meerut, August 30, 1842. 

Sm,—I am directed by the Governor-General,to inform you that a 
supply of medicines will be required immediately for two Regiments of 
European Infantry, and two troops of Horse Artillery, one company of 
Native Light Artillery, and six Native Regiments of Infantry, and about 
H(K) Native Cavalry at Jellalabad, in addition to the force now there. 

2. The Commissary-General will iinmcdjately provide the necessary 
carriage, on being informed of its amount. 

3. He is at Ferozepore. 

4. The greatest dispatch is to be used in carrying into effect this 
order. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 565.— Mr. Maddock to the Quartermaster-General of the Army. 

Meerut, Avgust 30, 1842. 

Sir,— I am directed by the Governor-General to inform you that a 
supply of camp equipage for the following strength of force, in addition 

1 3 
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to that at preseufc tinder the orders of Major-General Pollock, will lie 
required at Jellalabad :— 

2 Troops of HorseArtillery. 8 Rissalali§ of Irregular Horse. 

1 Company Native Foot Artillery. 2 Regiinentsof European Infantry. 

1 Regiment of Native Cavalry. 6 Regiments of Native Infantry. 

2. The arrival of the above additional amount of camp eijuiiiage, 
without delay, being urgent, a copy of this letter has been transmitted 
direct to the Commissary-General, and to the officers of tlie Commis¬ 
sariat Department at Kumaul and Delhi, as also to the Commissary of 
Ordnance at Delhi with the view of the necessary steps being imme- 
diatly taken for the preparation and transmission of the reiiuired camp 
equipage. 

3. I have been directed, in the absence of the Military Secretni^ to 
Government, to request tliat you will authorize the issue upon such 
indentures as may be served in consequence of these instructions. 

4. A copy of this letter will be sent to the Military Secretary to 
Government, Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 466. — Major-General Pollock to Sir, Maddock. 

SvUanporc, August 20, 1842. 

Sir,— I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General of India, copy of iny letter addressed 
to the Adjutant-General of the Army, reporting my having marched 
towards Gundamuck with the troops detailed therein. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 467. — Major-Getieral Pollock to Major-General Liimlcy. 

SuUanpore, August 20, 1842. 

Sin,—I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, that I marched this morning, with the troops 
as per margin* towards Gundamuck, where I shall assemble the whole of 
the force intended to proceed to the capital. 1 shall have to remain at 
Gundamuck some days, to await the arrival of the remainder of the 
troops, and to enable the Commissariat Officer to send up the supplies for 
the march. 

I propose taking to the capital the undermentioned troops :— 


3rd Troops 1st Brigade Horse Artillery ... 4 guns. 

3rd ditto 2nd ditto ditto . 4 

Captain Abbott’s Battery. 6 

Captain Backhouse’s Mountain Train . 3 


Total 17 guns. 


* Captain Abbott’s Battery ; 5th Company’s Sappers and Miners, one squadron 
5th Light Cavalry ; Head Quarters and 1 squadron lOth Light Cavalry; Her 
Majesty’s 9th Foot ; 26th Uegimeut Native Infantry ; COth dittto ditto. 
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5th Company Sappers and Miners. 

Her Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons. 

1st Regiment Light Cavalry. 

Squadron 5th Light Cavalry. 

Head Quarters, and a Squadron 10th Light Cavalry. 

600 Sowars of 3rd Regiment Irregular Cavalry. 

The whole of Sir R. Sale’s Brigade of Infantry. 

Ditto Brigadier Tulloch’s ditto. 

Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment of Foot. 

33rd Regiment Native Infantry. 

Regiment of Bildars under Mr. Mackeson. 

Tlie whole of the troops move in the lightest marching order, and are 
in excellent spirits at the prospect of advancing. 

I have, &c., 

G. PonnocK. 


No. 468.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Neemla, August 22, 1842. 

Slit,—T^he force having advanced, the Sikhs, who were on the left bank 
of the Cabool river, have requested permission to be allowed to recross. 
They have urged that when wo advance, they are letl, as it were, alone 
1 have yielded to their wishes, on their consenting to take up a position 
near Gundamuck, in the valley of Hissaruck, which will be pointed out 
to them, and which will tend to facilitate our communication with the 
rear. 

They are very anxious to participate in our advance movement, and as 
their conduct since their arrival has met my entire satisfaction, I shall, 
perhajis, let a small portion go on, if their prejudices are not allowed to 
interfere with the Enropean troops. I shall, however, take every precaution 
to prevent ^le least misunderstanding on their part. They solicited this 
indulgence ; and I understand from Captain La#rence that they are 
most anxious to be employed. They would most willingly have gone 
to Lughman, had the state of the country admitted of such a move ; but 
1 found that nearly the whole country Was under water with rice cultiva¬ 
tion, and tlierefore not practicable with guns, and they requested that a 
l)art of this force might accompany them. 

They will, of course, carry their own supplies, if they advance with us. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 469.— Major-General Enrjland to Mr. Maddock. 

* ' . Camp, near KiUa AhdooUa, August 19, 1842. 

SiK,—I have the honor to report, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that the British force at 
Candahar having evacuated that city on tlie 7th and 8th, I moved from 
iny eneairqunent, neivr its walls, on the lOtli, pursuant to instructions, 

1 3 2 . 
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with the detachifient mentioned in the margin*, en route to Quetta, and 
that I arrived on this ground yesterday. 

2. It was communicated to me on the 9th and subsequently, that the 
insurgents were preparing to attack tlic column and- convoy under niy 
chaise in its passage, and especially that they would make efforts to inter¬ 
cept it in the strong country of the Kojuck range, at the northern 
extremity of which 1 arrived, with little molestation, on the morning of 
the 16 th. 

3. Whatever might have been the intention of the enemy, it was 
ascertained by reconnoitring, that the highest points of the mountain were 
not yet occupied by them, and I thought it right, therefore, notwitlistand- 
ing that the troops had just completed a night march of twenty-four 
miles, to push forward a light column to seize the summit at once. 

4. This operation was performed by three battalions, and the most 
important ridge, and all the peaks commanding the principal passes were 
gained by the troops before dark. 

5. On the following morning, the insurgents began to appear in small 
bodies on different hills, but, the route being flanked, they did little mis¬ 
chief, and the baggage, artillery, and immense retinue under the protec¬ 
tion of this c!imp, including 9,000 or 10,000 beasts of burden, began the 
ascent, covered by a rear-guard of two battalions and the cavalry ; and I 
was soon made aware of our good fortune in liaving seized the heights on 
the previous evening, for the number of the enemy gradually increased, 
but sdl their eflbrts to capture the baggage, or indeed to interrupt us to 
any serious extent, were frustrated, and the passage across the Kojuck 
mountains may be said to have been perfected by noon on the 18th. 

6. I have had the highest reason to be gratified with the exertions of 

all the officers and troops on this occasion, and it is entirely owing to 
their incessant efforts in duties of great fatigue, under a privation of 
water, both in climbing up the extreme points of the range to drive off 
the enemy whenever they appeared, and in dragging thirteen pieces of 
artillery over the ridge, that this service has been accomplished with so 
little loss on our side life or of convoy. • 

7. I beg to inclose a list of the casualties in killed and wonnded of 
this column which have occurred since I left the immediate vdeinity of 
Candahar. 

8. My last accounts of Major-General Nott were of the 13th, three 
marches north of Candahar, 

9. His Highness Prince Timour and his family are in my caiiip, and 
every possible attention is paid to his comfort and srfety. 

10. The Right Honorable the Goveriior-General will have Jieen 
informed that the Chief Saloo Khan, who had taken service with us after 
the affair with the enemy of the 28th of April, near Hykulzye, suddenly 
absconded from the military post held by us at this place on hearing of 
our abandonment of Candahar : and it was presumed, therefore, that he 
was at the head of the insurgents in the Kojuck Hills, but I am not in¬ 
clined to btdieve that he was thus emjdoyed, and I think it more‘probable 

* One troop late Shah’s Horse Artillery, 7 guns drawn by bullocks, 2 rissalahs 
Irregular Horse, 1 rissalah Poonah ditto. 25tb Bombay Native Infantry, late Light 
Battalion ditto, 1st, 2Qd, aud &th Regiments late Shah's Infantry. 
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that he may have proceeded to join Prince Softer Ju%, who had placed 
himself at the head of affairs at Candahar. 

11. I have no information to warrant the expectation of any serious 
opposition between this and Quetta, especially as the Brahoe connexion 
with the Affghans seems severed for the present; and I hope to be enabled 
to report my arrival at Quetta to his Lordship on the 27 th or 28 th 
instant. 

12. Pursuant to the instructions of Government of the 19tli of March, 
I have assumed the political responsibilities as well as military coramimd, 
vacated by the casualty therein contemplated, in the departure from these 
countries of Major-General Nott. 

I have, &c., 

R. England. 


lieturn of Casualties among the Troops under the Command of Major-General if. 

England, since leaving Candahar up to this date inclusive. 

• Camp, atKilla Abduola, August 19, 1842, 

1st Irregular Cavalry—1 private, 1 horse, killed; 1 private, 1 horse, wounded; 
1 horse missing. 

Poonah Horse—1 bheestce wounded. 

Detachment 12th Itegt. N. I.—1 private killed, 

25th Regt. N. I.—1 private wounded 

Light Companies—1 havildar wounded j 1 private missing. 

1st Irregular Infantry—1 havildar, 1 private wounded. 

.5th Irregular Infantry—1 havildar, I private wounded. 

Total—2 privates, 1 horse, killcdrs 3 havildars, 4 privates, 1 bheestee, 1 horse, 
wounded; 1 private, 1 horse, missing. 

W. Wyllie. 

No. General Pollock to Major-General Lumlcy. 

' Camp, Mammoo Khail, August 23, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report, for the information of His Excel¬ 
lency the Cominander-in-Chief, that I reached Gundamuck on the morn¬ 
ing of the 23rd instant, with the following troops :— 

One squadron! 5th I.ight Cavalry, head quarters and one squadron 10th 
I.iglit Cavalry, No. 6 Light Field Battery, 5th company Sappers and 
Miners, H.M. 9th Foot, 26th Native Infantry, 60th Native Infantry. 

On approaching the ground, a few horsemen appeared, but retired as 
we advanced. I soon learnt that the enemy, under the Chiefs Hadji Ali 
and Khryroollah Khan, occupied the village and fort of Mammoo Ivhail, 
about two miles from Gundamuck, I determined upon attacking them the 
following morning. 

I ordered up a squadron of the 3rd Dragoons and Captain Broadfoot’s 
corps of Sappers from General Sale’s camp, and they joined before day¬ 
light the following morning.' 

At four, A.M., yesterday morning, I moved towardi%„the.enemy with the 
troops undermentioned :— 

One squadron 5tli Light Cavalry, one' squadron 10th Light Cavalry, 
No. 6 Light Field Battery, 5th company Sapjiers and Miners, H. M. 
9th Foot, 26th Native Infantry, GOtli Native lufantrj', and Broadfoot’s 
Sappers. 
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On clearing the l>roken ground in front, I divided the infantry into 
two columns, with a wing of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot at the head of each, 
and skirniishcrs in front. 1 directed Captain Broadfoot, with his corps, 
to go to the right. The cavalry also advanced on the right to cut off the 
retreat of the enemy. 

Captain Abbott’s battery accompanied tlie columns, and, as we 
advanced, occasionally opened on the enemy, who continued in position 
so long we hoped they would oppose us witli their whole force, but tliey 
retired on our approach, and we entered the village. 

The fields in front of the village were purposely flooded to prevent our 
advance. The left column then went towards the fort of Mammoo Khail, 
and tlip riglit column proceeded to Kooelee Khail ; the ground was 
impracticable for cavalry, nearly the whole distance, but on one or two 
occasions an opportunity did offer, and the enemy suffered accordingly. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, with some coinj)auies of the 9th Foot and 
2()tli Native lufantr 3 ', occupied part of the heights in front of the village 
of Kooelee Klaiil, wliile Captain Broadfoot, and some of the 2Gth Native 
Infantry, cleared the hills to the left of Lieutenant-Colonel Tajdor’s 
])osition. As Kooelee Khail is about two miles from Mammoo Khail, 
and as a position there might have been attended with risk, unless very 
strongly supported, I directed Major-General McCaskill to retire on 
Mammoo Khail. As 1 considered it of importance to hold Mammoo 
Khail, which was the enemy’s position, I wrpte for the whole camp to be 
brought here, and it arrived in safety yesterday afternoon. 

I left the camp standing, and selected^Major Davis, of Her Majesty’s 
9th Foot, to command the party as per margin* for its [)rotection. The 
duty was one of considerable importance, as it was by no means impro¬ 
bable that the enemy would take advantage of our advance to send a 
party to the camp. Tlie squadron of dragoons having arrived just as I 
was starting, their horses would not have been equal to a day’s hard work, 
which induced me to leave them in camp. The overtlirow of this party 
of the enemy must, I conclude, have been very unexpected, as the whole 
t)f their camp equipage, with its carriage cattle, was captured by Captain 
Broadfoot’s corps and the 3rd Irregular Cavalry. 

I have much gratification in reporting that the troops, both 
European and Native, of each branch and department, well supported 
tlie character of British soldiers. 

Where all arc equally zealous in the cause, and devoted to their duty, 
my thanks are equally due to all ; but I may be permitted to meuliou the 
names of corps and departments employed. Major-General McCaskill, 
K.II., commanding the right column ; Brigadier Tulloch, commanding 
the left column ; Captain Abbott, commanding light field battery ; 
Lieutenant-Colouel Taylor, K.H., commanding Her Majesty’s 9th Foot ; • 
Major Huish, commanding the 26th Native Infantry ; Captain Napleton, 
commanding the 60th Niitive Infantry ; Major Blair, commanding the 
10th Light Cavalry ; Captain Oldfield, commanding a squadron of the 
.'ith Light Cavalry ; Captain Tait, commanding the 3rd Irregular 
Cavalry ; Captain Abbott, Field' Engineer ; Lieutenant Becher, coni- 

• Three companies of the 26th Native Infantry, three companies of the 60th 
Native Infantry, and .'>0 sowttrs of the 3rd Irregular Cavalry. 
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inanding Sappers and Miners ; and Superintcnding-S»rgeon Stivcn, and 
Captain Nugent, officiating Sub-assistant Comiuissary-Gencral. Tlic 
officers of the Staff who conveyed my orders to the difierent colunans, and 
otherwise aided in the movements of the day, were Captain Havelock, 
Deputy Assistant-Adjutant-General; Captain Smith, Major of brigade ; 
Captain Ponsonby, Assistant-Adjutant-General ; Captain McAdam, 
Deputy Judge-Advocfite-Gcueral; Captain Lane, Commissary of Ord¬ 
nance ; Lieutenant Sir R. Shakespear, Military Secretary ; Captain 
Codriiigton, Assistant Quarter-Master-General; Lieutenant Mayn'e, 
Officiating Deputy-Assistant Quartermaster-General, who was most 
active tliroughout the day ; Lieutenant Tyller, Baggage-master ; lieu¬ 
tenant Pollock, Aide-de-Camp, and Captain Maegregor, Aide-de-Cainj) ; 
to tlie last mentioned officer 1 am not only indebted for services in the 
field, but for valuable information, and for constant CKertions to obtain 
supplies for the force, which his local knowledge and personal acquain¬ 
tance with the Maliks enabled him to do. 

I liave this morning heard from several quarters, that the two Chiefs 
Hadji Ali and Khyroollah Khan have gone to Cabool, attended by about 
60 men. If I had removed to camp at Gundamuck yesterday, there can 
be little doubt tiuit the enemy would have reoccupied this place, and ho 
would have announced to the Cabool authorities lie had beaten us back. 
Kooclee Kliail lias been destroyed by fire ; the fort and village of Mam- 
moo Khail have been also destroyed by fire ; and, before I quit this place, 
the trees, to which much value and importance arc attached, will be cut 
down. 

I liave the honor to inclose a return of casualties. I regret I shall be 
deprived of the services of Major Huish, 26th Native Infantry, and 
Captain Edmonds, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, for some time, though 1 hoiio. 
not long. Lieutenant Robertson, of the 37th Regiment Native Infaiitiy, 
doing duty with the 26th Native Infantry, is slightly wounded, and will, 
I trust, soon return to his duty. 

I have tlie jileasure to inclose reports from Major-General McCaskill, 
K.n., and Captain Broadlbot. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 471.— Mojor-Gencrnl McCaxkiU to Captain Ponsonhy. 

Camp, Mammoo Kkail, August 25-, 1842. 

SiK,—I beg to detail to you, for the information of Major-General 
Pollock, C. B., the o|)eratious of the right column in the affair of yester¬ 
day, after it had becomo%eparated from that of the left, on the complete 
success of the combined attack on the enemy’s position in advance of 
Mammoo Khail. 

You are aware that this force consisted of four comiianics of Her 
Majesty’s 9th Foot, and six of the 26th Regiment Native Infantry, under 
the. immediate command of Lieutenant-Colonel Ta}dor, K.H., of the 
former corps. The enemy had fled before our troops, and abandoned the 
village of Kooclee Khail, but reinforced strongly by the fugitives driven 
back by Brigadier Tulloch’s column, he assumed a menacing attitude, and 
occupied in force a range of heights and detached summits in the Soofaid 
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Koli. The most ^salieut of these was a spur of mountain within long 
musket raiige of the buildings of Koioclee lUiail. From this aud from 
other eminences of the most precipitous character the Ooloos were dis¬ 
lodged with the utmost spirit and gallantry by the details under Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel Taylor, aided in the mest effective manner by a party of 
Captain Broadfoot’s corps pf Sappers and Miners. The enemy were 
reinforced from time to time, and made many bold attacks, and kept up 
a sharp fire of jezails from the loftiest peaks of the mountain, but our 
troops, though so much pressed as to be compelled to recede from ground 
wliich they had gained in one direction, maintained an advanced position 
among the hills, until withdrawn by order of Major-General l\)llock, 
first into the plateau in front of the village of Kooclee Khail, which they 
burnt down, and then back upon the present site of encampment. In 
retiring over the plain between the two principal villages the movement 
was covered by a squadron of the 5th, and another of the 10th Light 
Cavalry, but the attempts of the Ooloos to annoy were timid aud feeble in 
the extreme, aud our troops did jwt sustain a single casualty from their 
effects. Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor speaks in high terms of the support 
which he received from Major Iluish, commanding the 26tii llcgiment 
IS'ative Infantry, who was wounded, and afterwards from Captain llands- 
comb, of the same eoqjs, aud from Captain Ogle, commanding Her 
!&Ltjesty’ 9th Foot; and I beg to be permitted to bear my testimony 
to the merits of “ the Lieutenant-Colonel’s own exertions on this 
occiision, as well as to express my sense of the gallantry of the troops 
engaged, and to acknowledge the able assistance which I received from 
Captain Havelock, Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, Deputy-Assistant 
Adjutant-General, Lieutenant Mayue, 37th Regiment Native Infantry, 
Officiating Deputy-Assistant Quarter-Master-General, and Lieutenant 
Bethune, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, my Aide-de-Camp. The intrepidity 
also with which Captain Broadfoot’s Sappers and Miners aided in the at¬ 
tacks on one of the advanced heights deserves my marked commendation. 

I have, &c., 

John McCaskill. 

No. 472 .—Captain Broadfoot to Captain Ponsonby. 

Camp, Mammoo Khail, August 25, 1842. 

Sm,—Agreeably to orders, I have the honor to report the ])roceedings of 
the column intrusted to me by the Major-General commanding, in the 
action of yesterday. 

I moved, as direeted, with the Sappers (abqpt 220 men) and the 3rd 
Irregular Cavalry (250 men), across the ravine on the right of the force. 
We found the enemy strongly posted in an orchard, with some inclosures ; 
and the usual field-works of loose stones in their front, were also occupi¬ 
ed. This position ffanked the aiiproach of the main body. 

Having formed an attacking party in front, I sent the rest of the Sap¬ 
pers in column under Lieutenant .Orr, to turn the enemy’s left flank, and 
Captain Tait’s Horse still more to the right, and in advance, to eut off 
their retreat. While we waited in this order the advance of the force, 
tlic enemy reinforced the orchard, and moved out to attack us. I was 
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therefore obliged to advance before the force arrived, 'f he enemy’s posi- 
tionsnvere quickly carried in succession. One party was driven towards 
the 3rd Irreguhir Cavalry, who pursued, and the remainder fled to the 
village of Mammoo Khail, into which th# main body of the enemy were 
at this moment driven by the lire of our artillery ; they opened a fire on 
us, ill-directed, but so heavy that we were obliged to attack the village. 
They fled when we reached it, and the Sappers pursued to the fort, but 
were so exhausted by the march from Futteeabad and the previous oper¬ 
ations, that the enemy was able to cuter and barricade the gate. Their 
fire was kept down by one party of the Sappers, while the rest climbed 
on each other’s shoulders over a half-repaired bastion, about eight feet 
high, and covered with thorns. The enemy fled over the walls on the 
other side, leaving the rear-gate barricaded. This, and descending from 
the walls, lost so much time that pursuit was nearly hopeless, .so far as 
our now exhausted men were concerned. We pressed on with the least 
fatigued, however, and keeping up to the hills, forced the enemy into 
ground, our cavalry were approaching, and we had the satisfaction of 
seeing the cavalry overtake and attack them. 

Parties were directed to destroy the forts abandoned on the cavalry 
approaching, while with a few men I pushed on to the last village near 
the hills. There we surprised the enemy, who.se head-quarters were 
there, driving them out of the village and adjoining camp, and obtaining 
tlicir tents, cattle, and ammunition, and a good quantity of provisions. 
The enemy (who were evidently the Jezailchees from Cabool) fled to the 
hills, the lire of which swept the village. 

1 was now directed to take a party of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, the 
Sappers being now worn out, except about six men, and attack the hills ; 
the first and second heights were carried at the point of the bayonet, and 
Hanking parties having turned the shoulders of the high range, we were 
advancing up it when the main force arrived, and our further progress 
was sta 3 -ed. My separate command now ceased, and 1 ■(jfus soon after 
ordered with the Sappers to head-quarter.s. 

The conduct of the troops, otlicers and men, European and Native, 
was admirable ; and it is due to the 26th Native Infantry to mention, 
that, in storming the second height with a party of Her Majesty’s 9tli 
I’oot, a p^ty of the former corps joined us, and behaved with the same 
.■spirit as tne rest. 

I have, &c., 

G. BftOADFOOT. 


No. 473 .—Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of Troops 
under the personal commajid of Major-General Pollock, 24tA 
August, 1842. * 

Detachment 5th Cavalry—1 sepoy wouncled ; 1 horse missing. 

3rd Irregular Cavalry—I sepoy, 1 camp follower, 3 horses, killed ; 1 European 
officer, 1 sepoy, 1 camp follower, 5 horses wounded. 

No. 6 Lt. Field Battery—1 camp follower wounded. 

H. M. 9th Foot—2 privates killed ; I officer, 1 Serjeant, 7 privates, wounded. 

26th Regt. N. I.—1 sepoy*killed ; 2 European officers, 4 havildars, 4 naicks, 17 
sepoys wounded. 

K 3 
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Capt. Broadfoot’s^orps of Sappers and Miners—2 sepoys killed ; 1 serjeant, 1 
native officer, 1 drummer, 4 sepoys, wounded. • ^ 

Total—2 privates, 4 sepoys, I camp follower, 3 horses killed ; 4 European offl. 
cere, 2 serjeants, 7 privates, 1 native officer, 4 havildars, 4 naiks, 1 drummer, 24 
sepoys, 2 camp followers, S horses, bounded ; 1 horse missing. 

Names of Officers wounded. 

Captain Tait, commanding 3rd Irregular Cavalry, slightly. 

Captain R. S. Edmonds, H. M. 9th Foot, severely. 

Major G. Huish, 26th Regt. N. I. severely. 

Ensign G. Robertson, 37th Rcgt N. I. slightly. 

G. PoNSONBV. 


No. 474.— Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor to Captain Haveloek. 

• Camp, Manmoo Khail, Avgust 26, 1842. 

Sib, —In my report of yesterday’s date to you, for the information of 
Major-General McCaskill, K.C., commanding the troops engaged on tlie 
hills and in front of Kooclee Khail, on the 24th instant, with the 
enemy, I beg to observe that I have inadvertently omitted to mention that 
Captain Taylor, of the 26th Native Infantry, was in command of that 
portion of the force, consisting of two companies of the 26th Native 
Infantrj', half a company of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, and about thirty or 
forty Sappers, which were so warmly engaged during the day in defence 
of the left of our position, when much pressed by the enemy retiring 
before Brigadier Tulloch’s column. Those troops behaved with great 
spirit and gallantry ; and Captain Taylor deserves every praise for his 
zeal and exertions on the occasion. 

I have, &c., 

A. B. Tavlob. 

No. 475.— Major-General England to Mr. Maddoch.. 

Camp at Quetta, August 26, 1842. 

SiE,—In continuation of my dispatch to your address of the 19th 
instant, I have now the honor to acquaint you, foi* the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that I withdrew the 
garrison of Killa Abdoolla on the morning of the 22nd, and that the 
column and convoy under my charge arrived at this place this morning 
without difficulty or opposition. 

I shall immediately enter upon the arrangements which will be neces¬ 
sary to give effect to the instructions of Government, in reference to our 
removal from hence, and shall have the honor of reporting from time to 
time the progress of these arrangements. 

I have, &c., 

R. England. 

No. 476.— Mr. Maddock to the Commissary-GeMeral. 

Simla, September 12, 1842, 

Sib, —The Governor-General requests that yqu will inform him what 
measures you have adopted, or have it m contemplation to adopt, for the 
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supply of the armies which may be expected to cross tile Punjab ou their 
return from Affghanistan in November and December. 

2. You must bear in mind that they will, in all probability, be accom¬ 
panied by large numbers of followers and have many sick and wounded. 

3. The Governor-General desires that you will, upon this subject, 
place yourself in communication with Mr. Clerk who is now at Simla. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maudock. 

No. 477. — Major-Genial Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, Gundamuck, Avgust 31, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters as 
per margin* in the Secret Department. With reference to the second 
paragraph of the letter, I beg to state, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General, that I have made arrangements for 
raising a body of 2(X) men, armed with jezails, for the purpose of hold¬ 
ing posts between this and Jellalabad, for the protection of the road. I 
anticipate much advantage from the employment of these men ; but more 
particularly in security for the passage of the dawks, which have for the 
last two days been detained by a party of thieves, holding'a position at 
■Neenilah, between this and Sir Robert Sale’s camp at Imteeabad. I 
have fixed the rates of monthly pay for these men as follows, and I trust 
that this arrangement wlU be sanctioned by the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General :— 

1 Native Commandant at 100 rupees per mensem . . 100 

2 Rissaldars ... 50 

10 Havildars ... 14 

2 Standard Bearers . . 10 

1 Mcerza or Scribe . .15 

2 Bheestees .... 6 

200 Privates .... 8 


The rate of pay for each private is fixed at 8 rupees, on the under¬ 
standing that each man is to provide himself with powder and ball ; and 
no man is to be enlisted who cannot produce a'good sword and matchlock. 

I have, &c., 

Geo. Pollock. 


No. 478.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Gundamuck, August 31, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to inclose, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General of India, copy of a letter which I yes¬ 
terday addressed to the Adjutant-General of the Army, reporting my 
return to this camp, with the troops therein detailed. The village of 

• Allahabad, August 9, 1842; Allahabad, August 10, 1842. 
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100 

140 

20 

15 

12 

1,600 


1,987 







468 


Mamoo Khail is r^ot ou the road to Cabool; as tlie enemy had taken up 
a position there, it was necessary to attack and disperse them, and to 
punish the inhabitants of the village for having harboured them. But 
these olgects being attained, my return to this position became desirable, 
for the purpose of collecting supplies, and making aU the arrangements 
for an advance upon Cabool. 

A party of 200 horsemen is said to be on the road between this and 
Saarkhab ; and the brother of Mahomed Shah Ghilzye, and some other 
chiefs are said to be at Hissaruck with some followers ; but they are in 
want of pay and in a disoi^anized state. 

I have, &c.. 

Geo. Pollock. 


No. 479.— Mr. Madilovk to Major-General Pollock. 

Simla, September 13, 1842. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Governor-General to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, announcing the unexpected 
arrival of Wnce Futteh Jung in your camp. 

2. It is satisfactory to his Lordship to be informed of his Royal 
Highness’s j^ety. 

3. Whe* the movement of Major-General Nott upon Cabool was 
first contemplated, the Governor-General direeteil that Prince Tiinour 
should not accompany the army of Major-General Nott, but should be 
sent with the portion of the force retiring by Sinde, his Lordship being 
unwilling to give to Prince Timour any appearance of support, and to 
divide, in any manner, the party attached to the family of the late Shah 
Shooja at Cabool. 

4. Prince Timor has, accor(^ngly, accompanied Major-General 
England’s column. 

5. No event has occurred to alter, in the slightest degree, the Gover¬ 
nor-General’s original determination to abstain, under the present 
circumstances of Aftghanistan, from recognizing., as Sovereign any pre¬ 
tender to the throne of Cabool. At the same' time, his Lordshij) directs 
me to renew the expression of his willingness, and of his desire, to l)e 
enabled to recognize, at the earliest period, a Government in Cabool, 
supported by the Aftghans themselves, and capable of maintaining 
relations of friendship with neighbouring States. , 

6. The Govenior-General cannot, however, delegate the power of 
recognizing a new Sovereign or Government ; and you will report to his 
Lordship every circumstance tending in your opinion to guide liis judg¬ 
ment in deciding upon that most important point. 

7. If the Prince Futteh Jung should be still in your camp, when you 
receive this letter, or if you should have the means of communication 
with him, you are desired to inform his Royal Highness that, whatever 
may be the choice of a Sovereign made by the Afighan chiefs and people, 
his Lordship considers that the decease of his Majesty Shah Shooja, and 
recent events, have practically abrogated the Tripartite Treaty, entered 
into between the British Government, the late .Maharajah Runject Sing, 
and the late Shall Shooja; and it may be advisable that, on any fitting 
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occasion, you should intimate to the* Aflghan chiefs, rthat such is the 
understanding of the British Government. 

I liave, &c., 

T. H. Mai>»ock. 

No. 480.— Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Simla, September 13, 1842. 

Sm,—The Governor-General directs me to inform you that, in the 
event of the prisoners not being in your hands when you receive this 
letter, his Lordship deems it expedient that you should cause It to be 
intimated to Mahomed Akbar Khan that, in the event of any further 
delay taking place in‘their delivery to you, upon the proposed condition 
of the release of all the Affghan prisoners in our hands, it is his Lord¬ 
ship’s intention to remove Mahomed Akbar Khan’s family from Loodiana ; 
and that it is under hia Lordship’s consideration, whether Mahomed 
Akbar Khan’s wife and children should not be immediately sent to 
Calcutta, and eventually to England. 

2. Mahomed Akbar Khan must be aware that the Government in 
England cannot afford to any one education in the Mahomedan faith, and 
tliat there arc no means of obtaining it there. 

I have, &c., • 

T. H. mIddock. 

No. 481.— The Governor-General of India to Major-General. 

Pollock. 

Simla, September 1C, 1842. 

General, —Before you receive this letter every attainable object of 
your advance upon Cabool must have been accomplished, and you will be 
considering the period and the means of your return. 

The efforts of the Commissariat are unremitting to increase the carri¬ 
age at your disposal; ^o that ?here may be ample supply for the whole of 
your force and Major-General Nott’s. 

I have directed that the same machinery which was before employed 
may be again put in motion, for the purpose of procuring for you every 
mule, in the uj)per provinces, capable of service. 

These will meet you on your march to the Sutlej, and fill up your 
losses. The Commissariat has already received an intimation that pre¬ 
parations must immediately be made for provisioning your army ou its 
march to the provinces. 

The state of the Punjab is such, that you should not depend upoii the 
country for your daily supplies. I have desired that you may have the 
means of carrying ten or fourteen days’ provision. 

The state of the Punjab to which I have adverted, makes me even more 
anxious than I have always been to see your army on this side of the 
Sutlej. I hope that no conflict between the parties at Lahore will take 
place, so as to interfere, in any way, with the passage of the animals sent, 
Rn(P' to be sent to you ; or with your obtaining the necessaiy supplies } 
hut you must consider such events as absolutely impossible. 
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Under all circumstances so imperatively demanding your return, I trust 
you will not permit any consideration whatever to delay your homeward 
march ; but will put your army in motion for India at the earliest possible 
period, under the impression that no greater calamity could brfall us, 
than your remaining at Cabool during the winter. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenbokough. 

No. 482.— Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clerk. 

Simla, September 21, 1842. 

Sin,—I am directed by the Governor-General to transmit to you the 
inclosed extract from a letter from Major-General Pollock to the Adju¬ 
tant-General of the army, showing the extreme disappointment the Major- 
General had experienced through the delay of the march of 500 bullocks, 
lured at Peshawur, and 700 camels, between Attock and that place. 

2. The Governor-General desires that you will, as far as you can, 
ascertain the cause of this delay, so injurious to the Major-General’s 
combinations ; and especially, whether the Sikh authorities in any man¬ 
ner contributed to this untoward detention of the animals, by want of 
zeal in the execution of orders, or by throwing difficulties in the way of 
our officers. 

3. The Commissary-General has been instructed to execute a strict 
inquiry upon the subject. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 4'83.— Mr. Hamilton, Secretary to the Government in the North- 
West Provinces, to Mr. Maddock. 

September 6, 1842. 

(Extract.)—Colonel, Gwatkin has reported the departure of the last 
drove of the baggage-train from Ilaupper, on the 22nd ultimo. 

2. 2,230 mules are reported by Lieutenant the Honorable K. Byng, 

to have crossed the Sutlej up to the 19th ultimo ; and divisions of 500 
will be forwarded, at regular intervals, until the whole 4,500 have passed 
on. Lieutenant Byng has been directed to proceed to Peshawur with as 
much expedition as possible, to arrange for the distribution of the train 
under Major-General Pollock’s orders, and to prevent any delay cn route. 


No. 484.— The Governor-General of India to the Secret 
Committee. 


Simla, October 5, No. 43, 1842. 

HoNORABUi: Sirs, —The dispatches from Major-Generals Pollock and 
Nott, which accompany this letter will inform you that, on the 30th 
August, Major-General Nott defeated Shumsoodeen Khan, about thirty- 
eight miles from Ghuznee ; and on the .5th again, on the heights, on 
the north-east of Ghuznee ; against which place batteries were prepared, 
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on the night of the 5th, but the enemy evacuated the ^own and citadel 
during that night, and they were taken possession of by Major-General 
Nott’s troops at daylight on the 6th. 

The work of demolition was carried on during the 7th and 8th ; and, 
on the 9th, Major-General Nott’s army left Ghuznee, leaving the gates and 
princi[)al buildings on fire, and having totally destroyed th^ citadel, and 
made breaches in the walls, which, without immediate repair, must fall 
during the winter. 

On the 8th of September, Major-General Pollock defeated the Ghilzyes 
and Jczailchees of Mahomed Akbar ; and, on the 13th, the Major- 
General entirely defeated Mahomed Akbar, at the head of 16,000 men, 
at Tezeen. 

On the 16th, Cabool and the Bala Hissar were occupied by the British 
troops. 

On the 17th, the army of Major-General Nott arrived within five miles 
of Cabool. 

Such of the prisoners, taken by the Affghans on the retreat from Ca¬ 
bool, as were near Cabool, came into the British camp on the 15th. 700 
Kuzzilbashes, with Sir Richmond Shakespear, left Cabool for the 
Baraeean road, on which the remaining prisoners had been carried ; and 
it was expected on the 17th that, on the following day, they might bo 
delivered up to Sir Richmond Shakespear. 

The feelings with which I have regarded these successful operations 
will be seen on a persual of the general orders prefixed to the dispatches 
published on the 21st and 30th ultimo. 

It ai>pears by a letter (private) from Major Outram, of the 20th ultimo, 
that, on the preceding day. Colonel Reid, with the first column of Major- 
General England’s army, arrived safely at Dadur. The second column 
will have left Quetta on the 21st ; and the left was to move about the 
1 st of this mouth. 

I have, &c., 

Eulenbokough. 


No. 485. — Major-General Pollock to Major-General LumlcJ^ 

Camp, Soorkah, September 7, 1842. 

Sib, —I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellerfcy 
the Commander-in-Chief, that 1 marched from Gundamuck this morn¬ 
ing with the first division of the troops, under the immediate command 
of Major-General Sir R. Sale, G.C.B., as follows :— 

First Division, under the command of Majbr-General Sir R. 

Sale, G.C.B. 

Two guns, 3rd Troop, 1st Battalion Horse Artillery ; 6 guns, No. 6, 
Light Field Battery ; 3 guns. Mountain Train ; Her Majesty’s 3rd Light 
Dragoons ; 1 squadron, 1st Light Cavalry ; 3 Rissallahs 3rd Irregular 
Cavalry ; Her Majesty’s 9th Foot; Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry ; 
16th Native Infantry ; 35th Light Infantry ; 5th Company, Sappers and 
Miners ; Broadfoot’s Sappers •, Makeson’s Bildars. 
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Seeotid Diomon,t:Under the command of Major-General McCashill. 

Two guns, 3rd Troop, 1st Brigade ; 2 guns, 3rd Troop, 2nd Brigade ; 
2 squadrons and head-quarter 1st Light Calvalry ; 3 Rissallahs 3rd Irre¬ 
gular Cavalry; Her Majesty’s 31st Foot; right wing 33rd Native In¬ 
fantry ; right wing 60th Native Infantry ; Sikh contingent consisting of 
200 horse, SibO infantry, 5 camel guns, 10 long jezails. 

Troops at Gundamuch. 

Two guns, 3rd Troop, 2nd Brigade ; 1 squadron 5 th Light Cavalry ; 
1 squadron and head-quarter 10th Light Cavalry ; left wing 33rd Native 
Infantry ; left wing 60th Native Infantry. 

The Second Division will march under the command of Major-General 
McCaskill, K.H., to-morrow morning, and will be accompanied by the 
Sikh Contingent which arrived at G undam uck yesterday. 

I was under the necessity of leaving at Gundamuck the troops above- 
mentioned, and have written to have the pfirty strengthened by a squad¬ 
ron of cavalry and a wing of native infantry from Jellalabad. 1 have 
left an officer of engineers, and have ordered up a commissariat officer 
from Jellalabad to collect supplies for our return. 

The camp will be entrenched, and it is in a good position. 

1 should hardly have considered it safe leaving the party at Gundamuck 
but that 1,000 Sikhs will arrive there to-morrow, and the remaind(ir will 
follow in a few days. It will be a great object having a depot of supplies 
on our return to Gundamuck. 

With reference to the great want of carriage-cattle which I have ex¬ 
perienced, I consider it ray duty to report, that 500 bullocks were hired 
last month at Peshawur to go to Cabool ; they were dispatched on the 
22nd ultimo, and might with ease have reached me, but they did not 
come, and I have since heard that they did not leave Jumrood till the 
30th. It has occasioned me very great disappointment. The unaccount¬ 
able detention also of about 600 camels, between Attock and Peshawur, 
has been another source of annoyance, for, with the known difficulties I 
have had to contend against, they might have reached me by forced 
marches carrying no loads. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

i\o. 486 .—Notification hy the Governor-General of Irulia. 

Sitnla, September 21, 1842. 

The Governor-General has this day received the reports of three 
victories obtained on'the 30th of August, by Major-General Nott, over 
12,000 Affghans thirty-eight miles south-west of Ghuznee ; on the 8th 
of September, by Major-General Pollock, over the troops of Mahomed 
Akbar Khan, and the Ghilzye chiefs at Jugdulluck ; and on the lOth of 
June by the expedition on the coast of China, within the mouth of the 
River Yang-tse-Kiang, at the city of Woosung. 

In this last operation and those immediately succeeding it, Vice-Ad¬ 
miral Sir W. Parker and Lieutenant-General Sir Hugh Gough took ,364 
guns from the Chinese. 
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On tlie 3rd of September, Major-General Nott had atlvanced to Nanec, 
within a short march of Ghuznee. 

On the 9th of September, Major-General Pollock had advanced to 
Kutta Sung, and had experienced no opposition. 

Formed as the troops under Major-Oeneral Nott have mostly been, 
by four years of constant service, and - habituated as they hfive been to, 
victory under their able commander, the Governor-General had antici¬ 
pated their success against any force which could be brought against 
them. It is to the Governor-General a snbgect of sincere satisfaction, 
that ^ the events of this campaign should have opened a more extensive 
field to that brave army on which it may make manifest to the world the 
high qualities which he has long known it to possess. 

Major-General Pollock has, through the'prudence of his arrangements, 
and the correctness of the movements directed by him, had the gratifica¬ 
tion of affording to his troo])s the opportunity of proviiig their superi¬ 
ority to the Attghans, on the very scene of the last disaster on the 
retliat from Cabool : and Major-General Sir R. Sale, at tin; Iread of the 
garrison of Jellalabad, worthily supported by the reinforcements from 
Indiii, has had the glory of leading the army on its triumphant return to 
the ca])ital of Aflghanistan. 

The Governor-General regards with the highest •admiration the noble 
ardour which has, in these several oj)erations, beem manifested ei[ually by 
the officers and soldiers of both nations and of all arms, lie secs in the 
successes already obtained the certain promise of other more decisive 
victories, calculated to impress upon all the enemies of the British Go¬ 
vernment a conviction of the futility of resistance to the forces under his 
direction, and tending, under the continued favour of Providence, to.effect 
the fii;st object of his desire, the restoration of peace to Asia. 

• '/By order, Ike., 

T. H. Maddock. , 

No. .-—Major-General Pollock to Mr. Madflock. . ' 

Camp, KiUta ISuiig, September 9, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Riglit 
Honorable the Governor-General, a copy of a letter which ,I. have tliis 
day addressed to the Adjutant-General of the army, detailing thq .opera¬ 
tions against the enemy near Jugdulluck yesterday. ' / , 

I have, &c., ■ ’ • 

G. Poij.ocK. 

P.S.—I have this moment received two letters from Major-General 
Nott to your address, which I have read, thinking they might contain 
information wiiich would regulate my movements. 

No. 488.— Major-General Pollock to Major-GeiuT.al Lumkij. 

Camp, Kutta Sunk, September 9, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, that I left Soork-ab on the morning of the 8th 
instant, in progress to Jugdulluck, with the following troops :— 

1.3 
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1st Division, *ander the command of Mj^jor-Goneral Sir R. Sale, 
G.C.B., 2 guns 3rd troop 1st Brigade Horse Artillery, 6 ditto No. 6 
Light^ield Battery, 3 ditto Mountain Train, Her Majesty’s 3rd Light 
Dragoons, 1 squadron 1st Light Cavalry, 3 Rissallahs 3rd Irregular Ca¬ 
valry, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, Her Majes<'y’s 13th Light Infantry, 26th 
Regiment Native Infantry, 35th Regiment Light Infantry, 5th Company 
Sappers, Broadfoot’s Sappers, Mackeson’s Bildars. 

On approacliing the hills which command the road through the Pass, 
I perceived tlieir summits were occuined by a considerable number of 
men ; and a nearer view enabled me to ascertain the nature of their 
position, which was one of singular strength and ditficulty of approach. 
The enemy were assembled in bodies apparently under different chieilains 
each having a distinguishing standard. 

I'lie hills they oa-upied formed an araidiitheatre inclining towards the 
of the road on which the troops were luiltcd while the guns opened, 
and the enemy were thus enabled on this point to fire into tlie column, a 
deep ravine preventing any contact with them. Tlie practice of the jfuns 
was excellent, yet the enemy apj>eared so determined on making a stand, 
that the bursting of the shells among them on the right liill, wiiich was 
of a conical shape and difficult ascent, had not the eiiect of making flmm 
relinquish it, or of slackening their fire, which now became heavy from 
all parts of their position, causing several casualties. 

It is with tlie deepest feeling of regret I have to dejilore the loss of 
Captain Nugent, officiating Sub-Assistant Commissary-General, who was 
shot here, and died ahnost immediately. I had lately received the most 
important and valuable assistance from him ; the service has lost a 
promising officer, and the department to which he belonged a most 
efficient member. 

As the guns appeared t'o have little effect in forcing flu? eyemy to quit 
the heights, I resolved upon attacking tliem. For this jmrpose Captain 
Broadfoot was detached to the extreme left of the enemy’s position, and 
his Sappers commenced ascending a steej) hill, on the toj) of whicli tlie 
enemy were entrenched in a sungah. Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, were directed to cross a deep ravine and 
assault the hills on the opposite side, wliere the emuny held a ruined fort, 
and were with tlieir chiefs and cavalry in considerable numbers. Her 
Majesty’s I3th Light Infantry, led by Captain Wilkinson, commanding 
the regiment, attacked the liill, wiiich may be considered the key of the 
position. The 9tli, accompanied by two companies of the 35th Native 
Infantry, under Lieutenants Boileau and Trench ; the 11th by 110 men 
of the 26th, led by Captain Gahaii (Major Iluish, although present in 
the field, was prevented by his wound, received at Manioo Khail, from 
assuming the command), rusiicd up tlie height simultaneously, and the 
animated and enthusiastic cheer they gave seemed to strike a panic in the 
enemy, for they dared not wait the collision, but fled down the liills, and 
were enabled to escape chastisement by the nature of the ground, which 
was so well calculated to favor their retreat. At this moment Major 
Lockwood, with Her Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons, galloped uji, and Iiad 
very nearly succeeded in overtaking the enemy’s cavalry ; but I am .sorry 
to say, they also effected their safety by flight. 

Captain Broadfoot had completely succeeded in the attack he made, 
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and the enemy were dispersed in every direction, a large body of them 
retiring to the summit of a high mountain. On this apparently inaeees- 
sibie heiglit they planted their standards, and showed every dem^stra- 
tion of maintaining it. As the achievements of the day would ha<ff^been 
incomplete were they suHered to remain, I decided upon dislodging them. 
The troops named in the margin,* advanced under cQver of Captain 
Abbott’s guns, and those of Captain Backhouse’s mountain Train. Sel¬ 
dom Iiave soldiers had a more arduous task to perform, and never was an 
undertaking of the kind sur]>assed in execution ; these lofty heights were 
assaulted in two columns, led by Captains Wilkinson and Broadfoot; the 
discomfited (Jhilzyes not relishing an encounter, betook themselves to 
flight, carrying away their standards, and leaving our troops in quiet 
j)ossession of their last and least assailable stronghold. 

It gratifies me to be enabled to state, that we have thus signally 
defeated, with one division of the troops, the most powerful tribes and the 
most inveterate of our enemies, the original instigators and principal 
actors in those disturbances which entailed such disasters on our troops 
last winter. The following are the chiefs who were present in the 
action :— 

Uzecz Khan, Gool Mahomed Khan, Saadut Mecn Khan—Jubber 
Kheil Ghilzyes. 

Khodah Buksh Khan, Azul Khan, and Khojeh Mahomed Shah Khan.— 
Chiefs of Tezeen, Babukkur Kheil Ghilzyes. 

Sirdar Khyroolla Khan, Barukzye, Shall Ghafee Khan, Gool Ghilzye, 
ilajee Ali Tajick.—Sent by Mahomed Akbar Khan from Cabool, to co- 
ojierate with the Ghilzyes. 

Ibrahim Khan, and Mullick Suddoo.—Lughman Chiefs. 

The petty chiefs of llissaruck were also engaged, and indeed the whole 
strength of tlie Ghilzye force may be considered to have been brought 
against us, numbering, on this occasion, from four to live thousand men. 

Let me now express how mueh I owe to the brave officers and soldiers 
who have thus gallantly asserted their superiority in arms; were I to 
name all who merit eulogy, 1 sliouid feel obliged to enumerate every 
oHicer who was pri'seut. 

1 feel considerable diffidence in nuaitioning the name of Major-General 
Sir 11. Sale, G.C.B., wliose heroic conduct in the field stands so little in 
need of my commendation. On this occasion I was an eye-witness to the 
l>ersonal intrejiidity of tliis highly-disiingnished officer, as he led up the 
lieights in advance of his own regiment under a very hot fire. 

To the officers in command of regiments and detachments, and to the 
heads of departments, also to Ihe officers of my personal and the general 
staff, 1 feel especially indebted to the zealous and efficient manner in wliich 
they performed their respective duties ; and 1 trust his Excellency the 
Comuiander-in-Chief will bring to the notice of his Lordship the Govern¬ 
or-General, that every individual engaged has exerted himself to the 
utmost to serve his country. 


* Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, 1 company 20th Native Infantry, 1 ditto 
.o.oth Light Infantry, 5th company Sappers under Lieutenant Bechcr, Broadfoot’s 
Sappers. 
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J have the honoi to inclose a rough sketch of the scene of operations^ 
and a return of the killed and wounded. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

Return of Killed, Woutidei, and Missing, of the Troops of the 1st Division of ilfe 
Advance under the command of Major-General Sir R, Sale, at the Storming 
of the Heights of Jugdulluck, on the 8th of Septemher, 1842. 

General Staff—1 officer killed; 1 officer wounded. 

No. 6, Light Field Battery—1 native officer, 2 privates, wounded. 

Mounted Train—1 sergeant, I private. 1 driver, wounded ; 1 mule, killed. 

Her Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons—2 troopers, wounded. 

Squadron 1st Light Cavalry—1 horse killed. 

Head-Quarters and Detachment 3rd Irregular Cavalry—1 trooper, 1 horse, killed ; 
2 troopers, 3 horses, wounded. 

.5th Company Sappers—1 private wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 9th Regiment—1 sergeant, 2 privates, killed; 1 sergeant, 10 pri¬ 
vates, wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry—1 private, killed ; 2 seijeants, 12th privates, 
wounded. ' 

26th Regiment of Native Infantry—1 naick, 4 sepoys, wounded. 

25th Light Infantry—4 privates, wounded. 

Captain Broadtbot’s Sappers—1 sergeant, 5 privates, wounded. 

Total—: officer, 1 serjeant. 4 privates, 2 horses, 1 mule, killed; I officer, 1 native 
officer, 5 sergeants, I naick, 50 privates. 3 horses, wounded. 

Total of all ranks killed and wounded 64. 

Remarks. 

Captain Nugent, Suh-Assistant Commissary-General, killed, and Major-General 
Sir H. Sale, K.C.B., slightly wounded. 

One dooly hearer kilted, and one wounded. 

One camp-follower wounded. 

G. PoMSONBV. 

No. 489. — Major-General Nott to Mr. Matldock. 

Camp, Karcez Oosman Khan, August 29, 1842. 
SiH,—I have the lioiior to ac-quaiiit you, th:it on the morning of the 
18th instant, a body of the enemy attacked our rear guard. I directttd 
the officer in command of the cavalry to detach a party to assist in 
dispersing it. 

The accompanying letter from Captain Christie details tlie result. 

• I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 490.— Cujtlain Christie to Captain Delamain. 

Camp, Kareez Oosman Khan, August 28, 1842. 
Sir, —Agreeably to the instructions conveyed to me through Lieute¬ 
nant Forbes, Adjutant 3rd Light Cavalry, I proceeded to the rear with 
two ris.sallahs of the 1st Bengal Irregular Cavalry, and three rissallahs of 
hiy own regiment, and now do myself the honor to report the result as 
follows, for tlie information of Major-General Nott:— 

I proceeded at a trot for about a mile and a half, when we were closing 
well with the enemy; all of a sudden wc came on a ravine with steep 
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sides, which, for a time, completely brought us up ; however, we managed 
to file down and form again on the opposite side. This delay allowed 
the enemy to move a long way a-head ; but getting the detachmei^jt into 
a smart gallop, we succeeded in coming up with them just as the foremost 
of them haa reached the Bottom of the hills. VSfc cut up about fifty of 
them ; Lieutenant Chamberlain’s party from the other flank destroyed 
twelve more. 

The edemy, I should think, amounted to about 300 horse and foot. 

Every man did his duty ; so it is impossible to ofler any remark on 
individuals; and I shall only add, that I was quite satisfied with the 
conduct of adl. 

I beg to return lists of the killed and wound. 

I have, &c. 

J. Christie. 

No. 491. — Major-General Nott to Mr, Maddoch. 

Camp, Gonine, 38 miles S.W. of Ghuznee, Avgvst 31, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General of India, that Shumsoodeen, the 
Afighan governor of the fortress of Ghuznee, brought nearly the whole of 
his army, about 12,000 men, into the vicinity of my camp yesterday, at 
three o’clock r. m. 

I moved out with one-half of my force : the enqpiy advanced in the 
most bold and gaRaut manner, each division cheering as they came into 
j)Osition, their left being upon a hill of some elevation, their centre and 
right along a low ridge until their flank rested on a fort filled with 
men ; they opened a fftc of small arms, supported by two six-pounder 
horse artillery guns, which were admirably served : our columns advanced 
upon the different points with great regularity and steadiness, and, after 
a short and spirited contest, completely defeated the enemy, capturing 
their guns, tents, ammunition, &c., and dispersing them in every direc¬ 
tion. One hour’s more daylight would have enabled me to destroy the 
infantry. 

Shumsoodeen fled in the direction of Ghuznee, accompanied by about 
thirty horsemen. 

I inclose a list of killed and wounded on the 28th and 30th instant; 
also a return of ordnance, ammunition, &c. &c., taken from the enemy. 

The behaviour of the troops, both European and Native, was such as I 
anticipated, and afforded me complete satisfaction. 

1 beg leave to bring to the favourable notice of the Right Honorable 
the Governor-General of India, the undermentioned officers : many of 
them have served under my command for the last three years, and have 
been conspicuous for their zeal and gallantry in the various affairs which 
have occurred with the enemy during that period, and especially in the 
action of the 12tli of January last, and have invariably upheld the reputa¬ 
tion of our arms, and the honour of our country. 

Brigadier, Wymer, commanding the let Infantry Brigade ; Lieutenant- 
Colonel McLaren, commanding 16th Regiment Native Infantry ; Major 
Ilibbert, commanding Her Majesty’s lOth Regiment; Captain Burney, 
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commanding SStic Regiment Native Infantry ; Captains Christie. and 
Haldane, commanding corps of Bengal Irregular Cavalry ; Major Sotheby, 
commanding the Artillery ; Captain Blood, commanding Bombay Foot 
Artillery ; Major Sanders, Bengal Engineers ; Lieutenant^ North and 
Studdert, Bombay Bigineers. Majors Leech and Rawlinson, of the 
ixditical department, attended me in tlm field, and rendered me great 
assistance in conveying my orders. 

My best thanks are due to my staffs C^tain Polwhele,” Deputy 
Assistant-Adjutant-General, Captain Waterfield, Aide-de-Gamp, Lieute¬ 
nant Tytler, E%uty Assistant-Quarter-Master-General. 

Annexed is a letter from Brigadier Wjiner, speaking in the highest 
terms of his Brigade-Major, Captain T. H. Scott, of the 38th Regiment 
Native Infantry. I fully appreciaio this excellent officer’s merits ; he 
has been with me in four actions. I trust I shall not be thought ])re- 
sumptuous in expressing a hope that he will receive some mark of the 
favour of Government, by Brevet or otherwise. 

I cannot close this dispatch without expressing my admiration of the 
crashing and gallant conduct, rapid movement, and correct practice of 
Captain Anderson’s troop of Bengal Horse Artillery ; nothing coidd 
exceed it ; and I beg leave to bring this officer, and Lieutenant Turner, 
attached to the same troop, to tlie particular notice of his Lordship, as 
officers who have on many occasions rendered me most essential service. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 492 .—Brigadier Wymer to Major-General Nott. 

Camp, Ckuppakhana, Sejdembcr 1, 1842. 

Sin,—Adverting to division orders of yesterday, expressive of your 
praise and thanks fib the troops employed under your command in action 
with the enemy on the afternoon of the 30th instant, I hope you will not 
consider it ill-judged on my part, bringing to your favorable notice tlie 
valuable assistance I derived from the active services of Captain Scott, 
Major of Brigade to the 1st Infantry Brigade, under my command, whose 
exertions during the fight on that d.'i 3 ’, demand and merit my best praise 
and acknowledgments. This being the second time of the disjday of 
Captain Scott’s abilities when in action with the enemy, as my personal 
Staff, will, I hope, plead my apology for recommending him to your 
notice, and the favorable consideration of Government, in any way you 
may have it in your power to mention him as a meritorious .and deserving 
officer. 

I have, Stc., 

G. P. Wymeb. 

Iteturn of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of the Field Force under the command of 
Major-General William Nott, in the Engagements uiith the Enemy on the 2Sth am 
Soih of August, 1842. 

2nd Troop Bengal Irregular Horse Artillery—1 syce, 1 horse, wounded. 

3rd Company ist Battalion Bombay Artillery—1 bearer, killed, 1 gunner, 1 trum¬ 
peter, 1 private, 1 driver, 2 horses, wounded. 

.3rd Regiment Bombay^ Light Cavalry—1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 jemadar, 4 
havildars, 1 farrier, 10 privates, 6 horses, killed ; 2 lieutenauts, 1 jemadar, 1 trum¬ 
peter, 5 privates, 4 horses, wounded. 
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1st Regiment Bengal Irregular Cavalry—1 havitdar, 11 privates, killed ; 1 jema¬ 
dar, 2 havildars, 12 privates, 16 horses, wounded ; 9 horses missing. 

.(?hristie’s Hor8e-~2 havildars, 5 privates, 19 horses, killed j 1 lieutenant, 1 jemadar, 
13 privates. 17 horses, wounded; i horses, missing. 

Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment of Foot—1 lieutenant, 2 corporals, 10 privates, 
wounded. - • 

Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment of Foot—1 corporal, 3 privates, 1 tent lascar, 1 
bheestie, wounded. 

16th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry—2 privates, wounded. 

42nd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry— 1 private, wounded. 

Total—1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 jemadar, 7 havildars, 1 farrier 26 privates, 1 
bearer, 2.5 horses, killed ; 4 lieutenants, 3 jemadars, 2 havildars, 3 corporals, 1 gun¬ 
ner, 2 trumpeters, 47 privates, 1 tent lascar, 1 bheestie, 1 syce, 1 driver, 40 horses, 
wounded ; 13 horses, missing. • 

Grand Total—104 officers and men, 65 horses, killed and wounded ; 13 horses 
missing. 

Officers hilled. 

Captain H. Bury. 3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry. 

Brevet Captain G. O. Reeves, 3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry. 

Officers wounded. 

Brevet Captain G. S. Ravenscroft. 3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry. 
Lieutenant T. A. Mackenzie. 3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry, 

Lieutenant Meason, Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment of Foot. 

Lieutenant N. B. Chamberlain, Christie’s Horse. 

W. Nott. 

lictlirn of Ordnaver, Ammimition, ^"c., captured in Action with the. 
Enemy, by the Field Force under the command of Major-General 
Nott, on the Auymt. 

Camp, Gonine, August 31, 18l2. 

2 field carriages with liijibiTR (one broken by our shot and left on the 
field), 40,000 musket ball cartridges (as originally packed in the Honor¬ 
able Coinpany’.s magazines, destroyed on the enemy’s gneamping ground), 

132 filled six-pounder cartridges (destroyed on the ene)ny’.s encamping 
ground), 4 sets of unserviceable harness, 4 horses, 2 brass six-iiounders, 
9 luiscrviceablc 6-pounder common case shot, 24 unserviceable six-poun¬ 
der hiuumcred round shot. 

F. S, SoTIIEBY. 


No. 493.— Lieutenant-Colonel Powell, Adjutant-General (f the 
Bombay Army, to Lwutenunt-Colonel Melvill, Military Secretary 
to Government, Bombay. 

Poona, November 2, 1842. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Coinmander-in-Chief to transmit to you 
the inclosed official note from Claptain C. Dclamaiu, commanding the 3rd 
Regiment Light Cavalry dated Cabool, the 26th September last, report¬ 
ing the particulars of the affair in which Captain Bury, and Brevet-Cap¬ 
tain Reeves with sixteen men of that regiment were killed, which his 
Excellency begs you will submit for the information of the Honorable 
klie Governor in Council. 

I have, &c.. 


S. Powell. 
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Na 494 .—Captkin Delamain to the Adjutant General of the Army. 

Cabool, September 1842. 

(Extract,)—Being temporarily removed from the Bombay Presidency, 
it the more' becomes my painful duty to report to you* with the least pos¬ 
sible delay, for the information of his Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief, the death of Captain Bury, and also of Brevet-Captain Reeves of 
the regiment at present under my command, who, together with sixteen 
native officers non-commissioned officers and troopers were killed in an 
encounter with the enemy under Sirdar Shumsoodeen JK.han on the 28th 
ultimo. 

The cavalry first turned out on an alarm of grass-cutters being cut up, 
and liaving proceeded about four miles, the enemy appearing in small 
bodies, a troop was dispatched under Captain Bury to cut up some fifteen 
men making for the hills, which having effected, he rejoined the main 
body. The enemy now showed to the amount of 5,000 or 6,000 horse 
and foot; when it became necessary to retire, which was conducted in 
the most orderly manner at a walk for about a mile. The enemy had 
now, however, closed in, in great numbers, to within fifty or sixty yai’ds, 
and pouring- in a very heavy fire, it became necessary to miike an effort 
to drive him to a greater distance. I, therefore, ordered the squadrons 
(two in open column) to front, and directed Captain Bury to lead his 
to the cliai^e. This was done in the best siiirit by all, and they closed 
with the enemy ; hut being met on the rise of the liill by a tre¬ 
mendous fire from matchlockmen, in addition to the horse opposed to 
them, they were, I regret to say, hurled back in disorder, carrying the 
remainder with them. It is, however, to the credit of the men, that at 
the distance of three or four hundred yards, they rallied being still under 
a heavy fire, and the retreat was conducted in tlie best order. Captain 
Bury was cut down whilst gallantly leading the charge ; Captain Reeves 
and many men being shot in the same advance. In addition to the 
above, I am sorry to have to add that Brevet-Captain Ravenscroft and 
Lieutenant Mackenzie were severely wounded ; the former in the first 
attack. Lieutenant Mackenzie in the second—they are both doing well. 
Eight men, including Soobadar Major, wounded. Six horses killed. 


No. 495 .—General Orders by the Governor-General of India. 

Simla, September 30, 1842. 

The Governor-General announces to the army and to the people of 
India, the occupation of Ghuznee by Major-General Nott, on the 6th of 
September, and its entire destruction by the Candahar division of the 
army. 

Major-General Nott had the satisfaction of releasing in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Ghuznee three hundred and twenty-seven Sepoys of the 17th 
Native Infantry, from the slavery to which they had beCn reduced by tlie 
Affghans. 

The Governor-General likewise announces the complete defeat of 
Mahomed Akbar Khan at the head of 16,000 men at Tezeen, on the IStff 
of September, by Major-General Pollock, and the occupation of Cabool 
by the troops under tliat General, on the 16th of September. 
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The Britislr flag now waves in triiiu)]>li from the Ii%iiest point-of tlie 
liala Ilissar. 

Thus havis all past disasters been retrieved and avenged on every scene 
on which thej’ were sustained ; and repeated victories in the field, and 
'the capture of the -cities and citadds of 011111:1100 and Cabool, have 
advanced the glory, and established the accustomed superiority of the 
British arms. ^ 

The Ooverrioi'-General has derived much satisfaction from the report 
made by Miijor-General Pollock, of the admirable conduct of the troops 
of His Highness the Maharajah Shore Sing, acting in co-operation with 
the British army. 

The Governor-General rejoices iu this new proof of the cordial good 
niiderstaiiding which prevaiLs between the British Government and that 
of Lahore. 

The report of Major-General Pollock leads the Governor-General to 
expect that, long before this day, .■dl the British prisoners taken by the 
Atfglians will have been brought into the General’s camp. Those who 
find been left near Cabool were already at liberty. 

The Governor-General, in the name of the Government and of all the 
people of India, otters to Major-General Pollock and Major-General Nott, 
and all the officers and tnjops under their respective commands, his 
gratefid and heartfelt acknowledgments of the important services they 
liiive performed. 

The Governor-General directs that the recent successes obtaitmd by 
the armies in Alfghanistnii be fully made known to all the troops at all 
stations of the unny. and that at all those stations a salute of 21 guns 
be fired for the cajjture of Ghuznee, and a suullar salute for the capture 
of Cabool. 

By orders, &c., 

T. II. Madjbock. 

-Na 490.— Major-General io Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, Ghuznee, September 8, 1842. 

My dispatch of the 31st ultimo will have informed you of my having 
defeated the Affgdian army eonnriandcd by Shumsoodeen. 

On the merniiig of tlie 4tli instdiit, 1 moved on Ghuznee. I found the 
<‘ity full of men, and a range of mountains running north-east of the 
fortress covered by heavy bodies of cttvalry and infantry ; the gardens 
and ravines near tlie town were also occupied. The enemy had received 
a considenible reinforcement from Cabool, under Sultan Jan. 

1 directed Major Sanders, of tlie Bengal Engineers, to reconnoitre the 
works, under escort of the 16tli llcgiiueiit Native Infantry, and a party 
of irregular -cavalry. This brought 011 some smart .skirmishing, in which 
our sepoys behaved to admiration. Captain White, bf Uer Majesty’s 
4()th Ilegiraent, commanding the light companies of the army, was pushed 
forward, accompanied by Anderson’s troop of Horse Artillery, to support 
the reconnoitring party, and I at once determined on carryi-ng the 
enemy’s inounf.'iin positions before encamping my force. The troops 
.'iscended the heights in gallant style, dri\ iiig the enemy l>e,tbre them until 
•«‘v('ry ))oint was g.iined. 

M 3 
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The village of‘'Ijullal is situated about 6()0 yards from the walls of 
Ghuznec, upon the spur of the mountain to the north-east, and observing 
it to be a desirable sjiot for preparing a heavy battery to be jdaced 3()0 
paces in advance, I ordered it to be occupied by two regiments of 
infantry and some light guns, and retired the columns into camp. * 

The engineer officers, sappers and miners, and infantry working parties 
were employed under the directions of Major Sanders, during the night 
of the 5th, in erecting a battery for four 18-pouiiders ; these guns were 
moved from camp before daylight on the morning of the 6th ; but, before 
tliey had reach^ the position assigned them, it was ascertained that the 
enemy had evacuated the fortress. 

I directed the city of Ghtiznec, with its citadel, and the whole of its 
works, \o be destroyed. I forward the engineer’s report. 

In these operations our loss has been much less than might have been 
expected from the numbers and positions of the enemy, and the fact of 
the troops having been necessitated to move under the range of the guns 
of the fortress. 

I inclose a list of the killed and wounded. 

The exertions of Major Sanders of the engineers, were as usual most 
zealous, and my thanks are due to him and the department under his 
charge. 

I beg to notice the following officers : Brigadier Wyraer ; Major 
Hibbert, commanding Her M^esty’s 4()tli Regiment; Captain Evans, in 
temporary chaise of the 16th Regiment Native Infantry,; Ciiptain White, 
Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment, conunanding the light companies of the 
force ; Major Sotheby, and officers of the Artillery. 

I have every reason to be satisfied with my staft’ Captain Polwhele, 
Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General ; Captain Waterfield, Aide-de-camp ; 
Captain Ripley ; and Lieutenant Kay, Deputy Judge-Advocate-General. 

I continue to receive the greatest assistance from Major Leech. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 

P. S.—I have recovered about 327 of the sepoys of the 27th Regiment 
Bengal Native Infantry, who had been sold into slavery, and dispersed in 
villages 40 miles round Ghuznee. 


No. 497 .—Memorandum by Major Sanders. 

Camp, llozeh, near Glmznec, September 9, 1842. 

On the morning of the 5th September 1842, General Nott moved his 
camp to take up a position before Ghuznee. An advanced party was 
ordered to protect a reconnoissance of the works undertaken by the engi¬ 
neer department. On the approach of this party to the hills north of the 
city, it was opposed in force, but was immediately supported by the 
General, and, thus reinforced, cleared the hill of the enemy, and took 
possession of the village of Bullal, within 400 yards of the city. 

The General immediately directed this important point with the heights 
near the village to be maintained, and they were occupied by two Regi¬ 
ments of Native Infantry and two 9-pounder gun.s. 
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While these operations were goinp on, the camp "t^as established at 
Rozeh, 21 miles from the city. The guards required for the protection 
and general duties of the camp absorbed so many iqen that but few were 
.availubie for the duties of a siege. The General, therefore, determined 
not to invest the place in form, and directed the Engineer to concentrate 
the resources at his disposal in one spot, where protection might be most 
conveniently aflfbrdra to the siege operations. 

With, advertence to these instructions, the Engineer proposed to 
establish a battery on the ridge of the hill north of the town, in advance 
of the village of ilullul, and distant about 350 yards from the nearest 
point of the walls. From this battery it was expected that the four 18- 
pounder guns would lay open the thin tlanl* wall connecting the citadel 
on the W’est with the town wall, in a few hours. The defences of the 
citadel could be swept from the same point by the light artillery : and 
the lines of loop-holed wall wliich would bear on the advance of the 
storming party were all viewed in enfilade from the site selected for the 
Ixittery. The advance of the party to the assault would hav^ been great¬ 
ly facilitated by the existence of a thick dam of earth across the ditch, 
immediately opposite the point marked out for the breach. 

It was further pro])osed that the principal assault should be supported 
by two other attacks ; one an attempt to blow in the water-gate (Ixtth the 
t)thers having been strongly built up, and the causeways in front of them 
cut through) another to escalade a weak point near the Cabool gate, 
which would have been greatly aided by the fire of the artillery from 
the hill. 

This project met the General’s approval ; and at dusk, on the evening 
of the 5th September, a working party composed of the Sappers, and of 
160 men from the regiments occupying tlie hill, commenced work on the 
battery. By 4 a. m. on the 6th September, cover for the party had been 
secured across the ridge of the hill, and so much progress made in the 
execution of the work as to lead to reiisonable expectation that the four 
18-pouudcr guns and two 24-pounder howitzers would be established in 
position, and ready to ojxin their fire during the day. 

Early on tlie evening of the fifth, a brisk matchlock fire was kept up 
from the citadel on the hill, but tliis gradually slackened, and at 10 p. m. 
had entirely ceased. The enemy’s infantry had been observed at dusk 
crossing the river near the water-gate, with the intention, it was sup¬ 
posed, of attacking the working party during the night ; but towards the 
morning of the 6th, there were grounds for believing the fort was evacu¬ 
ated. At daylight this was ascertained to be the caSe by Lieutenant 
North of the Engineers, who took possession at that hour of the water- 
gate, without opposition, leaving En.sign Newton and 20 Sepoys of the 
16th Native lui'antry in charge of the gateway, and returning to the 
battery for further assistance. The whole of the working party was 
immediately moved into the town, of which and of the citadel of 
Ghuznee, they were in possession before sunrise. 


Edward Sanders. 


m3 2 
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N«. 49S.'— 3Iujt)r Sanders io Mtyor-General Noff. 

Campf Rozeh, near Gkuznee, Septemher 9,1842, 

Sir,—O n the occupation of the fortress of CJliuznee by the troop* 
nnder your comniaud, I received orders from you to take measures for 
tiie destruction of the citadel, to as great an extent as the means at 
command, and the time afforded by a halt of two day§ would permit, 

2. I have now the Ironor to report, tliat the engineer department 
attached to your force has been employed during the 7th aud 8th instant 
on the work of demolition, and to state tlio progress eftected. 

3. Fourteen mines have been sprung in the walls of the citadel, all 
with good effect. The uppsr fort has been completely destroyed ; the 
second line of works extensively breiiehed in two places ; and the outer 
and lower walls liave their revetenieuts blown down aud greatly injured 
in three places. 

4. In several spots remote from the mines,. tlio walls, tliougli (Jioy 
have not faMen, are so seriously shaken by the explosions ti»ut, unless 
immediate and energetic measures are adopted, on the departure of your 
force, for tlieir repair and security, they must crumble down during the 
ensuing winter., 

5. The gateways of the town and citadel, and the roofs of the prin¬ 
cipal buildings, have been fired and are still burning. * 

. - • I have, &c., 

■; • E. S.iXBEKs. 

Return ijf the Kilhi, IJ'buAifcff,- aud Misuvp uf the Field Force under the eommnud o f 

Major-General Noll, i^'the Engapetnent with the Enemy before Gliuzuce, on the ath 

September, iSiS. ! ■ ' 

■ 2d Troop Bengal Irregular Horse Artillery—1 horse killed; I private, I syce, 
horses, wounded. : > 

Ut Troop Bombay Horse Artillery—1 syce wountVed. 

Sd Begimeut Bombay Light Cavalry—1 horse killed ; I horse wounded. 

1st Kegiiaent Bengal Irregular Cavalry—1 private, 1 horse, killed; 1 jemadar, 5 
privates, 7 horses, wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 40th. Itcgiment-of Foot—1 private killed ; 3 privates wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 4lBt Regiment of Foot—3 privates wounded. 

2d Regiment Bengal Ni4tive Infantry—4 privates wounded. 

16th llcgimeni Bengal, Native Infantry—I private killed; I ensign, I havildar, 4 
naicks, 11 privates, wounded. 

27th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, doing duty with IGth Native Infantry— 
) private wounded. 

42d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry—2 privates wounded. 

43d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry—i privates wounded. 

Total—3 privates, 3 horses, killed ; 1 eusign, 1 jemadar, 1 havildar, 1 naicks, 34 
privates, 2 syces, 13 horses, wounded. 

Grand Total—46 officers and men, and 16 horses. 

Officer wounded. 

Ensign Stannus, 16th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry. 

Heittrn of,Ordnance Ammunition captured in the Fortress of Ghuznee, 

by the Force lender the command of Alajor-Gencral Nott, on the 

Qth of September ISA'l. . . 

Camp, Ghuznee, Septemher C, 1842. 

40 dungaree Iwg cartridges, 100 blue lights, 35 boxes filled with 
musket ammunition, 25 Iwxes filled with gun ammunition, 15 empty 



snnraunition boxes, 20 empty treasure boxes with straps, 2o,000 imiskec 
ball cartridges (l.ljOOO of tliese unserviceable), about 2,000 guii and 
jingal ball cartridges, 6 field pieces, carriiigcs, 1 garrison carriage. (>• 
mannds of charcoal, .5 buff hides, 7 jingals or v/all pieces, 9 unservicciibie 
tin lanterns, 8 pigs of lead, 10 muskets without locks, 3 mounted brass 
light field pieces (tliree, six, and eight-pounders), 1 mounted heavy sixty-- 
eight pounder, 3 mounted and I dismounted iron light field-pieces (tw<j, 
six, and eight-pounders), 10 jars of country ordnance powder (about 
IdOlbs. each), 1 piece of cotton rope, 1 bag of saltpetre, 60 six-pounder 
English round shot, 550 round slmt of sorts, 300 one and two pounder 
jingal round shot, 12 gun S|K)nges of sorts, 5 jezails. 

F. S. SOTUEIIY. 

No. 499.— Major-General Pollwk to Mr, MatMock. 

Camp, near Cahoot, September 17, 1842. 

SiK,—I have the honor to forward, for tlic information of tho Iliglit 
Honorable the Governor-General, a copy of my despatch of date the 
14th instant, to the address of Major-General Lumley, Adjutant-Genera! 
of the Army. 

I have. &e., 

G. POI-LOCK. 

No. oOO,— Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumlri/. 

Camp, Bootfihak, Sept. 14, 1842. 

Sir,—1 have the Iionor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Coinmauder-in-Chief, that 1 marched from Sell Balia on the 1 Ith 
instant, and arrived at Tezeen the same day, where I was joined by 
Major-General McCaskill, with the 2ud division. On the 12th I halted, 
in consequence of the cattle of the 2nd division having suffered from the 
effects of fatigue caused by their forced inarch : this halt the enemy 
imagined to be the result of hii.sitation, and, in the afternoon, attacked 
the picquets on the left Hank, and became so during, that I considered 
it necessary to send Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, with 240 men of Her 
Majesty’s 9th foot, to drive them back ; some sharp fighting took 
place, and the enemy was driven up the neighbouring hills, from 
the crests of which they kept up a heavy fire. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Taylor, however, with a small part}’, crept up one end of a hill, uniier- 
ceived by the enemy, who were hotly engaged in their front, and lay 
concealed until joined by a few more of his men, when, rushing on the 
Hank of the astounded Afighans, he inflicted a severe lesson, pouring in 
a destructive fire upon them, as they fled down the hill. A chief¬ 
tain was found among the slain, who, it is sujiposed, was the brother 
of Khodabu.x Khan. The enemy remained inoffensive on our left flank, 
in consequence of this very well planned and gallant affair of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Taylor’s, and withdrew to the.. right, where they commenced a 
furious attack upon a picqiiet, consisting of eighty men of the (iOth 
Regiment of Native Infantry, commanded by Lieutenant .Montgo¬ 
mery', who sustained the assault with great resolution until reinforce- 
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nioufs readied Initfivlieji the enemy wero beaten oflT; in this attack the 
'liciliK't had four killed ; Lieutenant Montgomery and seventeen men 
V f'lc wounded. The enemy came so close that frequent recourse was 
' id to the bayonet. Their attempts on the picquets continued through 
i!i( night, but were invariably unsuccessful. 

riie valley df Tezeen, where we were encamped, is completely encir¬ 
cled by lofty hills; and on the morning of the 13th, it was perceived 
>Iiat the Atighans had occupied in great force every height not already 
crowned by our troops : I commenced my march towards the month of 
tlie Tazeen Pass, where I left two guns, two squadrons of Her Majesty’s 
.'ird Dragoons,' a party of 1st Light Cavalry, and 3rd Irregular Cavalry. 
The enemy’s horse appeared in the valley, with the intention of falling 
upon the baggage ; but it gives me very great pleasure to state, that the 
Dragoonk and Native Cavalry (regular and irregular) made a most 
brilliant charge, and with such effect, that the whole body Of the enemy’s 
force was completely routed, and a number of them cut up. 

The pass of Tezeen affords great advantages to an eneniy occupying tlic 
lieights ; and, on the present occasion Mahomed Akbar neglected nothing 
lo render its natural difliculties as formidable as numbers could make it,. 
Our troops mounted the heights, and the Aftghans, contrary to their 
general custom, advanced to meet them, and a desperate struggle 
ensued ; indeed, their defence was so obstinate that the British bayonet, 
in many instances, alone decided the contest. The liglij; coinpany of 
Her .Majesty’s 9tli Foot, led by Captain Lusliington, who, I regret to 
say, was wounded in the head, ascending the hills on the left of the pass 
under a heavy cross fire, charged and overthrew their opponents leaving 
several horses and their riders, supposed to be chiefs, dead on the hill ; 
the slaughter was consideniblc, and the flight continued during the grea¬ 
ter part of the day, the enemy appearing resolved tliat we should not 
ascend the Huft Kotul: one spirit seemed to pervade all, and a determi¬ 
nation to conquer overcame the obstinate resistance of tlie enein}-, who 
were at lengtii forced from tlieir numerous and strong positions, and our 
troops mounted the Iluft Kotul, giving three cheers when they reached 
the summit. Here, Lieutenant Cunningham, with a party of sa[)pers, 
pressed the enemy so hard, that they left in their precipitation a twenty- 
four pounder howitzer and limber, carrying off' the draft bullocks. 
Having heard that another gun had been seen, and concluding that ‘it 
could not have gone very far, I detached a squadron of Dragoons under 
Captain Tritton, and two horse artillery guns under Major Delafosse, iu 
pursuit: the gun (a twelve-pounder howitzer) with bullocks siilficient for 
the two guns, was soon captured. The Dragoons again got among the 
enemy, and succeeded in cutting up many of them. Captain Broadfoot, 
with tlie sappers, advanced, and, with the Dragoons, happened to fall in 
with another • party of the enemy, of whom upwards of twenty were 
killed. I have ascertained there were about 16,000 men in the field 
opposed to me, a considerable portion of whom was cavalry ; Mahomed 
Akbar Khan, Mahomed Shah Khan, Ameenoollah, and fnany other chiefs 
with their followers were present, all of whom I have reason lo believe 
have taken to flight. We have gained a complete victory, and our 
enemies have suffered severely, having several hundreds killed, losing 
their guns and three standards, one of which was taken from tlie enemy’s 
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liiyrse by tbe 1st Light Ca\alry. Although many attempts were madebt 
tlie baggage, none were successful, chiefly owing to the judicious and 
udiiiirable arrangements trf Lieutenant-Colonel Richmond, commanding 
the rear-guard, and for which he deserves the greatest credit. 

The Lahore contingent,' under tire able direction of Captain Lawrence, 
has invariably given the most cheerful assistance, dragging the guns, 
occupying the heights, and covering the rear-guard. While ascending 
the Huft Kotul abd at Tezeen, their long jezails told effectively in keep¬ 
ing the ground. 

Major Skinner, Her Majesty’s 31st Foot, had been detached with a 
strong party on the night of the 12th, for the purpose of dislodging a body 
of the enemy on the heights in front of the camp : this duty was i)er- 
formed with groat gallantry the next morning, and his operations con¬ 
tributed much to frustrate the attempts of the enemy on our right flank. 
As the Major’s movements were for some time separate from those of 
the main column, I deem it expedient to annex his report. 

The enemy being completely dispersed, we pursued our march, and 
encamped at Khoord Cabool without further opposition. Tire trtmps on 
this, as on all former occasions where they have been engaged with the 
enemy', showed the most detorinined valor, and I feel that I etuinot too 
highly praise their conduct; each regiment seemed to vie with the others 
in their endeavours to dislodge the enemy, which they most effectually 
accomplished. I have received from Major-General McCaskill, C. B., 
who on this occasion eommaud(?d the main coluiSn, every assistance, and 
from Major-General Sir R. Sale, G.C.B., commanding the advanced 
guard, the most zealous co-operation. The following oflicers have also 
given me every reason to be satisfied with their exertion : 

Brigadier Monteath, C.B., commanding the Fourth Brigade; Briga¬ 
dier Tulloch, commanding Second ; and Brigadier White, comraanding 
Cavalry Brigade ; Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton, commanding Her Majesty’s 
31st Foot; Lieutenant-Colonel Richmond, comraanding 33iid Native! 
Infantry ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, K.H., commanding Her 
Majesty’s 9th Foot ; Major Skinner, Her Majesty’s 31st Foot; Major 
llljish, commanding 26th Native Infantry ; Major Delafosse, commanding 
ArtilleryMajor Crommelin, commanding Ist Light Cavalry; Major 
Lockwood, commanding Her Majesty’s 3rd Liglit Dragoons ; Captain 
Napleton, commanding 6()th Native Infantry ; Captain Seaton, com¬ 
manding 35th Regiment Light Infantry ; Captain I’erris, commanding 
Jezailchoes ; Captain Wilkinson, commanding Her Majesty’s 13th 
Light Infantry ; Captain Broadfoot, commanding Sappers ; Captain 
Tait, commanding 3rd Irregular Cavalry ; and Captain I.awreuce, 
commanding the Sikh Contingent ; Captain Abbott, Chief Engi¬ 
neer ; Captain Abbott, commanding Light Field Battery ; Cajitain 
Alexander, commanding 3rd Troop and 2nd Brigade Horse Artillery; Cap¬ 
tain Backhouse, commanding Mountain 'fraiu ; and Lieutenant Beeher, 
commanding the Sapp<!rs and Miners. The services of Mr. Mackeson, 
comraanding the Bildars, have always been conspicuous. Superintending- 
surgeon Stiveu’s care in providing for-the conveyance and comfort of the 
wounded has met with my approbation. From Major 'rhonipson, at the 
head of the Commissariat Department, I have received every assistance ; 
likewise from Captain Lane, Commissary of Ordnance, whose exertions 
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Stave been uiireiiiittiiig tliroiighout. From the followiug officers of ny- 
|)ersouiiJ ami the General Staff I have on this, as on ever^ other occasion, 
rt'ceived the most effectual aid; Captain Macgregor and Lieutenant 
Pollock, Aides-dc-Cunip ; Lieutenant Sir It. Slmkespear, Military Secre¬ 
tary ; Captain Ponsouby, Assistant Adjutant-General; Captain Codring- 
ton. Assistant Quarter-Master-Gcneral ; Captain Riddle, Pay-master 5 
Captitin Macadam, Deputy Judge-Advocate-General; Lieutenant Mayne, 
officiating Deputy Assistant Quarter-Master-Gencral. Tlie following 
<.)ffi(;ers of Division and Rrigade Stall' have also eifectively performed their 
respective duties :—Captain Havelock, -Deputy Assistant Adjutant- 
General ; Pn-igade-Majors Havelock, Sjuith, Wade, Lugard, and Brevet 
Captain Fitzgerald, Artillery Division Smtf. I must not omit the 
•expression of niy regret for the fate of Hyder Ali, the Native Coni- 
uiandaiit of the Jezailchees, a most gallant and enterprising soldier, who 
was killed while attempting to seize one of the enemy’s standards. 

I have the honor to forward reports from Lieutenant-Colonels Rich¬ 
mond and Taylor, and Major Skinner, with returns of killed and 
wounded, and of ordnance, ammunition, and stores captured. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

Jictiim of KiUed and icomuJed of the Tiuops wider the command of Major•Generut 

Potl^cli, C. It., in the Tezeen y’alley, and on the lloj't Kutnl, on the I'Zth anti 13(li 

September, 1842. 

.“Ird Troop 1st Brigade Hor.«c Artillery—1 rank and file wounded. 

3rd 'J'roop2iid Brigade Horse Artillery—1 rank and file wounded. 

2nd Company Bth Battalion Artillery—1 rank and file wounded ; I mule missing. 

Mountain Train—1 native oflieer, I rank and file wounded ; 1 mule killed, t mule 
wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons—2 horses killed; 1 serjeant, 4 rank and file, 
11 horses wounded. 

1st Regiment Light Cavalry—.'j horses killed ; h rank and file wounded. 

.'trd Irregular Cavalry ■■ 2 rank and file, 7 horses, killed ; 4 rank and file, 10 horses 
■wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 9th Foot—2 serjeants, I drummer, 8 rank and file, killed : I 
European officer, 1 serjeant, 25 rank and file wounded. 

Her Majesty’s J3tn Light Infantry—1 rank and file, kilted; .5 rank antfCIc 
wounded. 

Her .Majesty’s 31st Foot—2 rank and file killed; 7 rank and file wounded. 

2Gth Regiment Native Infantry—3 rank and file killed ; 11 rank aud file wounded 

33rd Regiment (right wing)—7 rank and file wounded. 

3,5th LigUt Infantry—3 rank and file killed; 1 European officer, 8 rank and file 
wounded. 

Both Regiment Native Infantry (right wing)—3 rank and fi le killed ; 2 European 
officers, 1 sergeant, 22 rank and file wounded. 

Captain Ferris’s Jezailchees—1 native officer, I rank aud file killed ; 2 native 
officers, 5 rank and file wounded. 

Captain Krnadfout’s Sappers—3 rank and file killed ; 2 native ofiicers, 2 sergeants, 
9 rank and file wounded. 

Total—1 native officer, 2 sergeants. 1 drummer, 28 rank and file, 14 horses. I 
mule, killed ; 4 Butopean'officers, 5 native officers, 5 sergeants, IIB rank aud file, 
21 horses, I mule, wounded ; 1 mule missing. 

Total of all ranks killed 32, horses 35 ; wounded 130; horses 3. 

Names of Officers Killed and Wounded. 

Killed. 

ilydc-r Ali, Commandant, Jczaikhee Regimeut. - 



Wounded. 

Captain Lnsliington, Her Majesty's 9tli Foot, severely. 

Captain Gcils, OOth Native Infantry, slightly. 

Lieutenant Norton, .‘i.'ith Native Infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant Montgomery, 60th Native Infantry, slightly. 

G. PONSONBY. 

B,etnrn of Orelmtoce, Ammunitiov,. eivd Store.'!, ceejitureel. on tliA' line, of 

march Ixiirecn 'rezeen nnel Khoorel (leiJtool, hy the Force nncler the 

Command of Major-Gcnered Fedloch. 

Camp, Khoorel Cahool, September 13, 1842. 

One br,is.s twelve pounder howitzer (No. 139, wcigiit (5 ewt. 2 (jjr. 6 lbs., 
cast I83G, Iluttdieson, horse artillery }>iece), 1 brass twenty-four pounder 
howitzer (No. 35, weiglit 8 cwt. 2 qr. 22 lbs., east 1828,- T. Tiinbulo, 
foot artillery piece), twelve pounder howitzer ,s])otige, 1 twenty-four 
Itoiinder howitzer spongt", 55 tilled i>ort-fires, 4 cominon washers, 4 
washers with hooks, 8 inch jiins, 4 nine or twenty-four pounder howitzer 
anununitiou boxes, 2 unserviceable store boxes, 41 unserviceable lilled 
5-t inch fuzes, 99 unservitteabli! 2 itadi sitherieal case fuzes, 1 I'uzc 
marker, I driving malli't s])herical case fuze, 1 iron trail haiids])ike, 

3 skeins of slow match, 1 fuze setter, 1 port lire socktd, 10 tilled and set 
twenty-I'our jnmiider howitzer comnion shells, 9 lilled and set twelve 
pounder howitzer common sheJIs, 5 twclve-pouiider sidierical case sheiks, 

(> twenty-four jiounder howitzer eaiiist(!r, 8 twelve-pounder (auiister, 1 
unservicc'ablo nine-j)ounder carriage, 1 unserviceable twenty-four j)ounder 
howitzer carriage, 2 elij) bands pole yoke, 1 unserviceable eoramon hand¬ 
spike, 1 locking chain, 6 trace chains, 2 ])ole or trace chains, I jwiining 
wins d bidlock yokes. 7 uuserviceabh' bidlock yoke.s, 1 car])entcr’s two 
feet rule, 1 adzes 2 gimbhets of sorts. • 

N. B.—No tangent scales or elevating screws to either of the above 
pieces of ordnance. 

ir. Delafosse. 

No. 501,— Lkntvnunt-Colemei Teeylor to Capieiin I’ou.ionOy. 

Camp, Khoord Cahool, Sept. 13, 1842. 

Rtn,—I have to report, for the information of Major-General Pollock, 
C.B., coniinanding the troops in Affghanistan, that, agreeably to his 
orders, I proceeded, at ]ialf-].>ast five o’clock yesterday evening, with 250 
men of Her Maje.sty’s 9th, to the support of the guards in charge of the 
]»ul)lic cattle feeding on the left of the camp in the Tezeen valjey, which 
were much pressed by the enemy. On clearing the left picejuet, 1 was 
joined by Major Iluish with a small party of the 26th Native Infantry. 

1 threw forward a strong body of skirmishers, who <piickly drove back 
tho.se of the enemy on the plain, pursuing them to a range of low hills, 
where they made a stand till di.slodged by our advance': farther on, I 
found the enemy, in force from 500 to 600, had taken post along the crest 
and on the top of a range of steep liills running near a mile from the 
northward into the Tezeen valley’ ; thos<^ towards the north were assailed 
by Captain Lushington, Her Majesty’s !)Ui Foot, with the left support and 
.skirmishUs; whilst I directed the attack against their front and left flank, 
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which being turfied, I ascended the heights between two ridges which 
concealed my approach till close to the summit, and within twenty yards 
of their main body, consisting of over 300 men. Collecting thirty to 
forty men, with Lieutenants Elmhirst, Lister, and Vigors, I ordered 
bayonets to be fixed, and the enemy to be charged, which was done with 
such resolution and effect, tliat the whole mass taken by surprise, was 
pushed headlong down the hills, nor did they rally till out of musket 
shot. Their loss must have been very severe, as I observed numbers 
lagging behind to carry off their killed and wounded. As it was getting 
dark, I deemed it imprudent to pursue the enemy further, ordered the 
halt to be sounded, and, after remaining in possession of their position 
for half an hour, retired without molestation. It affords me great 
gratification to bear testimony to the spirit and gallantry displayed,by 
officers and men on this occasion, especially Major Iluish, 2fith Regi¬ 
ment of Native Infantry, Captain Lushiugton, and those concerned in 
the charge on the eneiii)'. 

I beg to transmit a return of the killed and wounded. 

I have, &c., 

A. B. Taylor. 


No. 502 .—Major Skinner to Cajdain Ponsonhy. 

Buotkhak, Sept 16, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report, for the information of the Major- 
’ General commanding the army in Affghanistau, that 1 ascended the 
heights above the Tezeen valley, in front of our camp, with the detachment 
in the margin*, on the afternoon of the 12th instant, and occupied tlie 
ridge till daylight next moniing. From a communication with Major- 
General Sir Robert Sale, G.C.B., I learnt that I was to take the 
high peaks to the right of my position, and, having driven the enemy 
from them, continue to operate among the lower hill to the head of 
the Huft Kotul, on the right flank of the advance guard of the army. 
These peaks were occupied in some force by the enemy, who was, how¬ 
ever, easily driven from them and cleared away to the higher hills on my 
right. I ascended the first peak, which, although the way was steep, was 
not very difficult, in two small columns ; the first, the companies of Her 
Majesty’s 9th and 26th Native Inftintry, under Captain Borton, of tlu; 
9th Foot ; the second under Lieutenant Sayers, of tlie 31st, composed of, 
the two companies of Her Majesty’s 31st J^oot and 33rd Native Infantry 
covered by the Sappers and Jezailchees under Lieutenant Orr. 1 
detached Lieutenant Sinclair, of the 13th Light Infantry, with the com¬ 
pany of his regiment and one of the 3oth Native Infantry, to the higher 
peak on the right hand, and supported him by Lieutenant Orr and the 
Sappers (after I had possession' of the first height), who ascended by a 
steep ridge that connected them. Lieutenant Sinclair attained the sum¬ 
mit of the hill without loss, driving the enemy away, knd held it until 


• One company of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, I ditto 13th Light Infantry, 1 ditto 
31st Foot, t ditto 26th Native Infantry, I ditto 3.5th Native Light lufantQi, 1 ditto 
33rd Native Infantry, 50 Broadfoot’s Sappers, 50 Jezailchees, 
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the main column of advance Came in sight, when he Icayiis column on my 
right over the hills at the base of the higher mountains. The height I 
gained descends to the high road by a succession of small peaks, each 
connected by a narrow ridge ; the enemy occupied, with small parties, 
each of these peaks, and was driven in succession from them. Captain 
Borton, at the head of a party of the 9th Foot, made a gallant charge 
upiin a strongly posted party of the enemy, and drove them away ; he 
showed a deal of boldness, however, and made repeated attempts to reco¬ 
ver his ground, taking advantiige of the necessarily slow advance of tlio 
supporting i)arti(!s from the ’steep and difficult nature of the hills. After 
I gained all the peaks, and the enemy had fallen back, I continued 
parallel to the main column over the hills to some distance beyond the top 
of the lluft Kotul. Considering the great number that at one time 
opposed me, until the aiipearance of the main column drew them offi ■ my 
loss was not great, while the enemy suffered considerably. I beg leave 
to bring to the notice of the Major-General the very good conduct of the 
officers and men who were under my command. 

I have, &c., 

Thomas Skinner. 


No. 503.— L^utenant-Colonel Richmond to Captain Pomonhp. 

Camp, Bootkhals, Sept. 14, 1842. 

Sir, —Major-General Pollock, C.B., commanding the troojis, having 
intrusted me specially with the command of fhe rear guard of the army 
from Tezeen through the lluft Kotul Pass, on the 13th instant, and having 
placed at my disposal the troops detailed in the margin*, I have now the 
honor to report the operations of the day, for the Major-General’s 
information. Having made the necessary disposition of my force to 
jirotect the baggage in the valley of Tezeen, and to secure the gorge of 
the pass, tlie ditlerent picquets were gradu.ally withdrawn to strengthen 
the latter. Soon after, 1 observed a large body of the enemy collecting 
niiar the fort of Tezeen, south-east of my position, and directi I Lieute¬ 
nant Douglas, whose guns had been previously posted on a commanding 
jioint, to oiien on them ; but the distance proving too great for shells, the 
lire was discontinued. The enemy, I suppose, cneouraged by this, formed 
his cavalry in the valley, to the number of about 600 men, with the 
evident intention of moving towards my post. I instantly decided on 
anticipating him ; and, as Captain Alexander’s (horse artillery) three 
guns were still on the ground, 1 availed myself of his services by sending 
forward his guns within range of the enemy, supported by the front 
squadron of ller Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons under Captain Unett, one 


* Her Majesty’s .3r<l Light Dragoons, 160; 1 st Regiment Light CWalry, 295 j 
Detachment 3r(i Irregular Cavalry, 60 ; Sikh Cavalry, 200 ; total sabres, 7.50. Two 
i^ie-pouiiders. No. 6 light field battery 5 pierjuets, ller Majesty’s 9th and ,91st Foot, 
n;i; 4 coinp^es 20 th Kegimeiit Native Infantry, 310; right wing, 33rd Native 
Infantry, 129^5th Native Light Infantry, 291; piquets, 60th Native Infantry, 124 ; 
Sikh Infaiilry, 300 ; totaljiayoncts, 1,300. 
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squadron of 1st J^iglvt Cavalry under Brevet Major Scott, and the 
detachment of 3rd Irregular Cavalry under Captain Tait, with orders 
to charge the enemy if the ground proved favorable, and an oppor¬ 
tunity offered. Tliis soon occurred, the guns having made good 
impression ; and the instant I observed tlm cavalry advance, the other 
squadron of dragoons was hurried forward under Major Lockwood, as a 
support, thus insuring the success achieved by the spirited and galJgnt 
charge of their comrades in frmit, which completely dispersed the 
cneiuy, who left about fifty men on the field, and a standard, the latter 
taken by the 1st Light Cavalry, the bearer of which was cut down by 
Brevet Captain Goad. 

Having accomplished all I wished, the troops returned to their origin¬ 
al position in excellent order, covered by the very effective fire of the 
guns directed by Captain Alexander, and by a company of the 3ath, 
Regiment of Light Infantry, the latter ordered forward for the purpose. 

As the enemy showed no disposition to molest us further, and the 
whole of the baggage having entered the pass, the horse-artillery and 
dragoons were permitted to coininence their march ; but, beibre the 
latter had filed off,- the enemy brought two guns to bear upon our posi¬ 
tion, whicdi obliged me to )>laco tlie reinaiud(‘r of the cavalry under cover 
of the high ground in the vicinity : tlieso guns fortunately did no harm, 
and were soon after citlicr witiiJrawn by the enemy, or silenced by a lire 
of round shot from Lieutenant Douglas’s 9-poutidcr, tably directed by 
that officer, and by Captain Lawrence, Political Agent, comnianding the 
Sikh contingent, who handsomely volunteered his services on the 
occasion. ^ 

After allowing the main column and baggage to get well forward in 
the pass, 1 directed tlie remainder of the cavalry to enter, and followed 
with the infantry, the ditferent parties of which gradually retired on the 
posts I had previously occupied, the enemy’s infanUty clositig in and 
opening a heavy fire, which continued till we reached the top of 
the pass, a distance of three miles; and, although I was compelled to 
hold my grouud near the top of tin? pass for a long time, to admit of the 
guns and baggage passing over, I arn happy to say that the enemy, 
though he pressed our several posts very warmly, did not then, or at any 
other time, obtain the slightest advautiigi^, and at length desisted from 
molesting us, which enabled me to reform the troops and continue ray 
march towards camp, where 1 arrived about 8 o’clock p. m. with all the 
stores and baggage except a few loads of grain ; also some camels and 
bullocks unable to proceed, which were destroyed on the road, agreeably 
to orders. 

. My best thanks are due to the officers and men engitged, both European 
and Native, for their cheerful endurance of fatigue under an intensely hqt 
sun, and for their gallant bearing when in coiitaet with the enemy ; the 
whole seemed animated with one and the same spirit, which enabled them 
to overcoBe difficulties of no ordiiuu-y nature, higldy creditable to British 
soldiers, and especially so to the Bengal Sepoys. I feel it also just to 
notice the useful assistance afforded by the men of the Sikh contingeiA 
under Captain Lawrence, who took their full sliare of duty ii^ the valley 
of Tezceii, and in defending tlie difi'erent posts in the pass. . 
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Accompanying I have the honor to forward a return ,of thft killed and 
wounded, which I rejoice to observe is not so heavy as might have 
been expected from the nature of the operations. 

I have, &c., 

A. F. HiciiMONn. 

No. 504'.— Major-General Nott to Major-General Pollock. 

Camp, Urghundee, Sept. 16, 1842. 

Sib,—I have the honor to acquaint you, that Shumsoodeen, Sultan 
Jan, and other Affghan Chiefs, having assembled about 12,000 men, 
occupied a succession of strong mountains intercepting my march upon 
Beenee Badam and Mydan, on the 14th and 15th instant. Our troops 
dislodged them in gallant style, and their conduct afforded me the greatest 
satisfaction. 

The artillery distinguished themselves ; and I beg to mention the 
names of Captain Leslie, Bombay Horse Artillery ; Captains Blood, 
Bombay Foot Artillery, and Anderson and Turner, of the Bengal Horse 
Artillery, and the 38th and* 43rd Bengal Native Infantry. I beg to bring 
under the favorable notice of Government, Captafc White, of Her 
Majesty’s 40th Regimen^n command of the light companies of Her 
Majesty’s 40th and 41st Regiments, and of the 2nd, 16th, 38th, 42nd, arid 
43rd Bengal Native Regiments, for the able manner in which he carried 
my orders into effect, and for the gallantry displayed by him and the 
companies under his command, in ascending the mountains and driving 
the enemy from their positions. I had every reason to be pleased with the 
conduct of all troops, European and Native. I forward a list of killed 
and wounded. 

I have, &e.,* 

, W. Nott. 

JReturn of Killed, and Wounded of the Field Force under the command of Major- 

General Nott, in the Kngagements with the Enemy, on the \4th and 15th of 

September, 1842. 

2nd Troop BengalHorse Artillery—2 horses wounded. 

3rd Company 2nd Battalion Bengal Foot Artillery—2 magazine lasoars wounded. 

1st Troop Bombay Horse Artillery—3 horses wounded. 

3 rd Company 1st Battalion Bombay Foot Artillery—1 private, 2 drivers, 
wounded. 

3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry—1 private killed, 1 horse wounded. 

1st Regiment Bengal Irregular Horse—1 naick, 4 privates, 8 horses, wounded. 

Christie’s Horse—1 private 10 horses wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment of Foot—1 drummer, 1 private killed; 1 lieutewmt, 
3 privates wounded. • . . 

Her Majesty’s 4l8t Regiment of Foot—1 private killed ; 1 corporal, 1 private 
wounded. 

2 nd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry—1 lieutenant, 1 private wounded. 

16th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry—1 bavildar, 11 privates, woun||d. 

38tli Regiment Bengal Native Infantry—1 bavildar, 11 privates wou^^B. 

42nd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry—1 bavildar, 2 privates, wouf^H- 

43rd Regiment Bengal Native Iofant|^—1 lieutenant, 1 subadar, 1 bavildur; 15 
privates, wounded. 


* Note.—So in. the original, hut a name seems to be omitted. 
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3rd RegimeSt Irregular Infantry—5 privates wounded. 

Total of each—1 drummer, 3 privates killed i 3 lieutenants, I subadar, 4 bavildars, 
2 corporals, 45 privates, 2 drivers, 2 magazine lascars. 21 horses, wounded. 

Grand Total of killed and wounded—63 otficers and men, 24 horses. 

• Officers Wounded. 

Lieutenant E. Eagar, Her Majesty's 40lh Regiment, severely. 

Lieutenant Mainwaring, 2nd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, slightly. 

Lieutenant G. Holroyd, 43rd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, slightly. 

W. Nott. 

No. 505.— Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, near Cabool, Sept. 16, 1842. 

Sia,—I have the honor to forward, for, tlie information of the Kiglit 
Honorable the Governor-General, a copy of my dispatch to the address 
of Major-General Lumley, Adjutant-General of the army. 

I have, &c., 

George Pollock. 

No. 506.— Mapr-General Pollock to Major-General Liimlcy. 

Camp0Caboul, Sept. 16, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-chief, that on the 14th instant, we marched from 
Khoord Cabool to Bootkhak. I took the precaution of sending parties 
to crown the heights of the Khoord Cabool pass, but we met with no 
opposition. On the 15th I moved on to Cabool, and encamped on the 
race course. This morning I proceeded to the Bala Hissar, with the 
following troops ; a tij^op of horse artillery under Major Delafosse ; a 
company of each regiment of infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor ; 
the 3rd dragoons, under Major Lockwood ; Jh troop of the 1st regiment 
light cavalry : a rissallah of the 3rd irregular cavalry, with the wliole of 
the General and Division Staff. The object was to plant the British 
colours in the Bala Hissar, on the spot most conspicuous from the city. 
The Prince Futteh Jung, who joined my camp at Gundamuck, ex[)ressed 
a wish to go with the party, to which I assented. On our amval at 
the spot selected, the colours were hoisted, the band of Her Majesty’s 9th 
foot immediately struck up the national anthem, “ God save the Queen,” 
and a royal salute was fired from the guns of the horse artillery, the 
whole of the troops present giving three cheers. 

I left the colours in the Bala Hissar, to be hoisted daily as long'as we 
remain. The infantry also remain under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Taylor, bu£ they will be relieved on the arrival of Major-General 
Nott by a native regiment from his force. I expect Major-General Nott 
will reach Cabool to-morrow or the next day. Since our arrival here we 
have not^Hfen able to obtain any certain information of Mahomed Akbar. 
It appeanPnowever, that Ameenoollah has separated from him. Neither 
of them has ventured to return in the ^rection of Cabool. 

The following prisoners have come into camp : Mrs. Trevor with eight 
children ; Captain and Mrs. Anderson, with three children ; Captain 
Troup, and Dr. Campbell. Unless some very unforeseen circumstances 
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occur, I expect to obtain possession of the remainder «f thejprisoners !n 
the course of eight or ten days, with the exception of Captain Bygrave, 
who, I regret to find, has been taken by Mahomed Akbar, and was with 
him during the action of the 13th instant. 

I have, &c., 

Geobge Pollock. 

No. 507.— 77«e Govemor-Gmeral of India to the Secret Committee. 

Simla, Oct. 6, 1842. 

Honokable Sms,—I received last night a private letter from Major- 
General Pollock; dated the 21st ultimo, of which I enclose an extract, by 
which you will perceive that all the Europeans prisoners, except Captain 
Bygrave, are in our hands, and that Sir Robert Sale, at the head of a 
liglit force, was bringing them into Cabool, where they were expected to 
arrive on the 22nd. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenborough. 

No. 508. — Notification hij the Governor-General of Irulia. 

Simla, Oct. 5, 1842. 

Since the public notification of the 30£li ult. the Governor-General 
has received the gratifying intelligence of the safety of all the European 
prisoners but one, in the following extract from a communication from 
Major-General Pollock, C.B., dated the 21st ultimo. 


No. 509,— Major-General Pollock to the Goverhor-General of India. 

Camp Cahool, Sept. 21, 1842. 

(Extract), —It gives me the greatest gratification to be enabled to state 
that the whole of the European prisoners are now quite free from the 
hands of Mahomed Akbar, except Captain Bygrave. I will make my 
official report on this subject whenever they reach my camp, which will 
no doubt l5c to-morrow. I sent a lightly equipped force, under Sir R. 
Sate, to meet them, and the whole of the party is with him, with the 
following exceptions, who have already reached my camp :— 

Major Pottinger, and Captain Johnson, arrived this morning. 

Mrs. Trevor and eight children. 

Captain and Mrs. Anderson and three children. 

Captain Troup and Dr. Campbell. 

One European woman and four privates. 

By order, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 510.— Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumley. 

Camp, Cahool, Sept. 22, 1842. 

Sir,—I have the honor to report, for the information of His Excellen¬ 
cy the Commander-In-Chief, that, having received intimation from 
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Bameean, tjjat tlfe European officers and soldiers, prisoners there, had 
made arrangements by which tliey hoped to effect their own liberation, I, 
at the suggestion of Mohun Lall, with the concurrence of Khan Sheereen 
Khan, Chief of the Kuzzulbashes, sanctioned the speedy departure of 700 
of his horse on the 15th instant, the day of our arrival here, to meet the 
party. Some difficulty occurring on the score of money, I advanced 
10,000 rupees, which were delivered by Sir R. Shakespear, <who accom¬ 
panied the Kuzzilbashes. Being apprehensive that attempts would be 
made to intercept the prisoners, I detached Major-General Sir R, Sale, 
with the troops named in the margin,* on the 19th instant, to the Urghun- 
dee Pass ; and the circumstance proved fortunate, as a delay of twenty- 
four hours would have enabled Sultan Jan, who was in pursuit, to overtake 
■our people. I am happy to state, that the whole who were in confine¬ 
ment (as per subjoined roll), with the exception of Captain Bygrave, who 
is with Mahomed Akbar, arrived in my camp yesterday evening. 

I cannot conclude without recording my opinion, tliat to Khan Shee¬ 
reen Khan and Mohun Lall, may be attributed the safety of the pri¬ 
soners ; and, I have reason to believe the chief of the Kuzzilbashes to be 
a stedfast adherent to the British Government. 

I have, &c., 

George Pollock. 


List of Prisoners released on the 2\st September, 1842. 
Major-General Shelton, H. M. 44th Foot. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, 27th Bengal N. I. 

Major Griffiths, 37th Bengal N. I. 

Captain Boyd, Commissariat. 

„ Johnson, ditto S. S. F. 26th N. I. 

„ Burnett, 54th N. I. 

„ Souter, H. M. 44th Foot. 

„ Waller, Bengal Horse Artillery. 

„ Alston, 27th N. I. 

„ Poett, 27th N. I. 

„ Walsh, 52nd Madras N. I. 

„ Drummond, 3rd Bengal L. C. 

Lieutenant Eyre, Bengal Artille:^. 

„ Airey, II. M. 3rd Buns. 

„ Warburton, Bengal Artillery S. S. F.' 

„ Webb, 38th Madras N. I. S. S. F. 

„ Crawford, Bengal 3rd N. I. S. S. F. 

„ Mein, H. M. 13th Light Infantry. 

„ Harris, 27th Bengal N. I. 

„ Melville, 54th Bengal N. I. 

„ Evans, H. M. 44th Foot. 

Ensign Haughton, 31st Bengal N. 1. 


* Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons, 1st Light Cavalry, Backhouse’s Mountain Train, 
2 companies of Her Majesty’s 9tb Foot, 4 companies of Her Majesty’s 13th Light 
Infantry, Broadfoot’s Sappers, Ferris’s Jezailchees, 80 Sikh Horse, aud.160 foot 
soldiers under Captain Lawrence. 



Ensign Wiliiatns, 27th Bengal N. 1. 

„ Nicholson, 27th Bengal N. 1. 

Conductor Ryley, Ordnance Commissariat. 

Surgeon Magrath. 

Assistant Surgeons Berwick and Thomson. 

Lady Macnaghten. 

„ Sale. 

Mrs. Sturt and one child. 

„ Mainwaring and one child. 

„ Boyd and three children. 

„ Eyre and one child. 

„ Waller and two children. 

„ Ryley, wife of Conductor Ryley, and three children. 

„ Bourne, wife of private Bourne, 13 th L. I. 

„ Wade, wife of Seigeant Wade. 

Mtyor Pottinger, Bombay Artillery. 

Captain Lawrence, 11th Lights Cavalry. 

„ Mackenzie, 48th iS^dras N. 1. 

Mr. Fallon, and Mr. Blewitt, clerks, not in the service. 

Her Majesty’s 44th Foot—Sergeants, Wedlock, Weir, and Fair ; 
Corporals Sumpter and BevaB ; Drummers Higgins, Lovell, and Brana- 
gan ; Privates Burns, Cresham, Cronin, Driscoll, Deroney, Duffy, 
Mathews, M'Dade, Marron, M‘Carthy, M‘Cabe, Nowlan, Robson, 
Seyburne, Shean, Tongue, Wilson, Durant, Arch, Stott, Moore, Millar, 
Murphy, Marshall, Cox, Robinson, Brady, and M'Glynn ; Boys, Grier 
and Milwood. 

Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry—Privates Binding, Murray, 
Miigary, Monks, Maccullar, M'Connell, and Cuff. 

Bengal Horse Artillery—Sergeants M‘Nee and Cleland ; Gunners, A. 
Hearn, Kean, and Dulton ; Sergeant Wade, Baggage Sergeant to the 
Cabool mission. 

G. PONSONBY. 

No. 5\\.-r-Mqjor-Cfeneral Polhek to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, Cabool, September 23, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to forward, to be laid before the Governor- 
General, the accompanying report forwarded to me by Major Pottinger. 
Tlie return in safety of the prisoners may be attributed in a great measure 
to the negotiations of Mohun Lall, and the active co-operation of the 
Kuzzilbash chiefs, in addition to the judicious measures adopted by Major 
Pottinger ; but I cannot advert to this subject without bringing to the 
notice of the Governor-Heneral, the part taken by Lieutenant Sir Rich¬ 
mond Shakspear, who voluntarily accompanied the Kuzzilbash Horse, and 
urged them on with unusual expedition, and which proved to be most 
opportune, for had Sir R. Shakspear arrived with his party a few hours 
later, it is probable we should not have recovered the prisoners, as Sultan 
Jan arrived soon after the departure of the prisoners from Bameean, with 
1,000 horse, and would no doubt have followed them, had he not heard of 
the force sent to protect them. I have, &c., 

Geo. Pollock. 
o 3 
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No. 512 .—Major Pottinger to Major-Gmeral Pollock. 

Camp, Cabool, September 21, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report iny arrival in your camp, and beg to 
lay before you the following statement of the measures we had recourse 
to at Bameean to effect our release. 

On the 10th of tins month, Syed Morteza Cashmery, an agent of Ali 
Reza Khan Kuzzilbash arrived at Bameean ; he had received from Moon- 
shee Molmn Lall verbal assurances that all those who would engage in 
effecting our release should be handsomely rewarded, and that a jiensien 
should be paid to himself, and to Saleh Mahomed Khan, who commanded 
the Affghan Regiment, sent to escort the prisoners to Toorkistan. Syed 
Morteza brought urgent letters from the Kuzzilbash chiefs to their clans¬ 
man Saleh Mahomed, and, having giiined over his brother Mahomed 
Sadig Khan, paid him fifty out of 1()0 ruj)ees which had been furnished 
by Mohun Lall, and carried him along with himself. They alighted at 
the dwelling of Mahomed Turymut Beg, the chief of the Bameean 
Tajiks, and Syed Morteza thence sent Mahomed Sadig to speak with , 
Saleh Mahomed ; the result was an interview between Syed Morteza and 
Saleh Mahomed, when the latter declared that he would only consent to 
treat with myself and the other English oflRers. 

Saleh Mahomed then hud ati interview with me, and afterwards 
C.aptains Lawrence, Johnson and myself had a meeting with him and 
Syed Morteza, in which we agreed to give him a present of twenty 
thousand rupees and to continue to him the command of his regiment on 
his present salary of one thousand rupees a month ; granting him a full 
pardon for all past offences, and that we should sign a paper to this effect. 
Having so far discovered the sentiments of Saleh Mahomed Khan, we 
brought him to Major-General Shelton, and laid before that officer and 
Colonel Palmer the plan ; both these officers declined affixing their 
signature to any siuJi paper, lest they should implicate themselves with 
Mahomed Akbar Khan ; wliereupon we consulted with Major Griffiths 
and the rest of the prisoners, and resolved to attempt the plan at all risks, 
and that if we found it were an attempt to overreach us, we should try to 
seize the weapons of the guard, and hold out in tlie fort till succour 
arrived. 

As soon as this arrangement had been completed we sent off Syed 
Morteza, chief of a tribe of the Htizarehs, to invite his aid,_ and he came, 
in the next day, i. e. the 12th. Whereupon Nayb Zoolfcyar the Governor 
sent a message to say he was willing to join us, and 1 refpiestifd as a 
mark of his friendship he would send arms for our party, which, however, 
he did not. The Meer Akhoin Ahmed Khan also received a letter 
ordering us to be marched into Turkistaii, but Saleh Mahomed Khan 
refused to obey the order to start that day, as the men wanted pay. I'he 
13th, I received a letter from Nayb Zoolfeyar offering service, and replied 
by requesting arras to be sent; as he did not send any, nor shew any 
friendly feeling, but was said to be consulting with Ahmed Khan to attack 
us, I gave an,order to Been Mahomed Khan, the former Governor of 
Bameean (on the part of Khan Shyman Khan) to assume the goveniraent, 
and employed men to frighten the Meer Akhora by telling him (as if 
from friendship) we had resolved to seize him, and promised the three 
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conipauies a gratuity of four months’ pay ; .these steps, joined to the 
arrival of Meer Qelb Ali of Besowut to join us had the desired effect; the 
governor sent his brotlier to proffer service, and the Meer Akhom fled, 
carrying off the Ghilzye firelock-men with him. On the loth, news of the 
British troops having advanced was received and the Nayb Zoolfeyar 
came in and personally visited us, on my saying I would go and see him 
if he did not come to me ; however, I could not persuade him to give us 
arms, but as it appeared imprudent to turn him into au enemy, I direct¬ 
ed Deen Mahomed Klian to hold tlie order 1 had given him in abeyance, 
till the conduct of JNayl) Zoolfeyar might be further developed. On the 
loth, I received a uote from Meerza Shahjy informing me of the defeat 
of the Attghan troops at Jngdulluck and our advance from Ghuznee ; 
also, that the Kuzzilbash tribes had risen in Cabool, winch determined us 
to march the next day. 

On the 16th we marched to Tepchy Bala and encamped with the cas¬ 
tles in our front, so that we could occupy tliem if need be. On the 
morning of the 17th, I received a letter from Sir Richmond Shakespear 
informing me that he had reached Siri Cheseslmieh with 610 Kuzzilbash 
horse to our aid ; we immediately crossed the Kaled Pass and marched 
to the castle of Meer Moran Beg, near the foot of the Hajykek Pass, 
wliere we were joined by Sir Richmond Slnikespear with the Kuzzilbash 
horsemen, who had marchelPuinety miles from Cabool, over that moun¬ 
tainous country, in two marches. 

The I Htli, being supplied with seventy-seven horses by the Kuzzilbash 
and twelve by the Hazarehs, we managed to march to Geedendewar. At 
that ])lace we learned that a body of horse and foot from the Shekharty 
and Ghourbend districts had marched on Kaled to intercept us. 

On the 19th, with the same assistance as before, we marched to Thi- 
kanch where he heard that the Pass of Sefeyd Khak was occupied by the 
Attghans, intending to check us ; Sir R. Shakespear immediately wrote 
to request that the British officer who report also told us was advancing 
in that direction would occui)y the Pass, and to say we would, if opposed, 
hold out in some of the castles about, till relieved ; on the morning of 
the 2t)th, we niarched and found the cavalry of Major-General Sir. R. • 
Sale’s detaclnncnt at Kowte Ashroo, and his infantry holding the heights, 
and 1 had the }ileasure of joining his camp at Arghendeh, whence 1 pro¬ 
ceeded with Sir R. Shakespear to Major-General Nott’s camp and, 
remaining there during the night, joined your’s this morning. 

It would be unjust in me if 1 did not bear witness to the zeal of Syed 
Moprteza Sliah, and mention that if Saleh Mahomed had not acceded to 
our terms he could with ease have-carried us off’, as, besides his own men, 
350 Ghilzye Jezaile.hees were in the valley and the Walee of Khoolum 
had sent an offic^er with 2,000 men (two standards) to Kahraerd to aid 
the Artghan party, and that he showed much courage as well as skill in 
the manner of conducting -his proceedings, so. that we effectetl the 
business without bloodshed. 

I have given the llazareh Ghiefs, who joined us at first, remissions on 
their revenue, to th<> amount as specified ojiposite their names in the 
margin ;* and on our march back, 1 paid .for the necessary supplies to 

* Myr Jelh Aly. .‘*,000 pordiuuilewiir ; Scyd Myr Mahomed Bezeti, .500; Myr 
Wejcf Aly, 500 I'owlady ; Myr Mahomed Koor, .500 ditto ; Myr Mowhib, 3,000 

o 3 2 
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the party, by orders on the revenue, to tlie amount of the supplies fur¬ 
nished. I would further beg to bring to your notice particularly the 
services of Myr IMohib, of Fowlady, Meer Mahomed Kerym of Bameean, 
and Myr Qelb Ali of Besowut, and trust that you will consider them 
worthy of receiving a dress of honor (Khilat,) each as a niark of your 
satisfaction at their eonduct. 

To Sycd Moorteza, to whose exertions we chiefly owe our release, I 
have made no direct promise, but have held out hopes to him of a reward 
of five thousand rupees, and a pension of one hundred rupees a-montli, 
according to the hope held out to him by Moonshee Mohun Lall. 

In concluding this, I venture to request your supporting the steps I 
have taken, and recommending them to Government ; and trust, that my 
assuming, the powers of a political agent, under the circumstances of the 
case, may be pardoned, for I believe in no .other way could the release of 
our captives have been achieved, though I could with ease have effected 
my own escape. With regard to the pension of a thousand rupees, the 
prisoners have agreed to pay the amount, if Government consider it too 
large ; but, considering that the man was then in receipt of that sum 
monthly, and that he may be obliged to flee the country if the Barukzyes 
regain power, I trust you will not consider it too large a sum to recom¬ 
mend the paymient. 

I have herewith the honor to transmit a liHof the prisoners who were 
with us at Bameean, and who have now joined. 

There are a small number of natives of this country, and Ilindostanee 
servants, who were in the public service attached to the officers of the 
late Sir William Macnaghten’s mission, and who have been reduced to 
utter destitution. As these men apply to m(>, I .shall fed obliged by 
receiving orders, if I shall collect their claims, and lay them before you ; 
or if 1 shall refer them to some other-officer, that their cases may be 
investigated. 

1 have omitted to state, that on the 29th and 30th August, the j)ri- 
soners having agreed among themselves that they would raise a subscrip¬ 
tion for their release, and the party having selected Caj)tain Lawrence, 
.Captain Johnson and myself as their agents, we opened a negotiation 
with Saleh Mahomed Klian, by Captain Johnson and Captain Lawrence 
severally offering to engage themselves for the payment of a lac of 
rupees to Saleh Mahomed Khan, if he would agree to aid in our release ; 
and Captain Johnson explained to him, that if he (Saleh Mahomed) would 
delay our m-arch, so that when Major-General Nott’s army reached 
Mydan, we might by a forced march, join his camp. To both tl^esc 
proposals Saleh Mahomed Khan returned distinct refusals, and after¬ 
wards treated us with considerable harshness, giving orders that no one 
should go beyond the line of sentinels round our tents, threatening to 
kill us if any escaped, and in other ways showing himself displeased with 
our proposition. 

I have, &c., 

Eldreu Pot ttngeb. 

day zingy ; Myr Mahomed Kerym Bey and clan, 3,.500 Baeeman ; Myr Aly Bey, 
Syghan. This one did not join, as he was not required. Myr Mahomed Ailla, 
2,000 bosowut ; Myr Hesen Naih, 400 bosowut; Myr Kyzallah Bey, 500 fowlady; 
Myr Zefer, IjOO haloo ; Myr Morad 500 kaloo Myr Nejef Ali, 200 fowlady ; Myr 
Sytallah Wekyl, l,<i00 kliargar. 
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No. 513.— Major-General Pollock to Mrf Maddock.- 

Camp, Cahool, September 27, 1842. 

Sib. —I have much satisfection in reporting, for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General, the arrival in camp this morning 
of Captain Bygrave, the only person who remained in the hands of 
Mahomed Akbar Khan. It appears tliat Captain Bygrave was allowed 
to join my camp by Mahomed Akbar, who has sent a letter to my 
address, a copy and translation of which shall be forwarded by the next 
opportunity. 

I have, &c., 

George Poulock. 

No. 514 .—General Orders by the Governor-General of India, 

Simla, Oct. 4, 1842. 

The Governor-General, earnestly desirous of evincing the gratitude of 
the Government of India towards the general officers, officers, and non¬ 
commissioned officers and privates engaged in the operations of the pre¬ 
sent campaign in Affghanistan, Is pleased, after communicating with His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, to declare the following resolutions : 
• 1. All the general dfficers, officers, non-commissioned officers and 
privates, serving under the command of Major-General Pollock, of 
Major-General Nott, and of Major-General England, between Attock 
and Ali Musjid, and in and above the Khyber Pass, and in and above th^ 
Bolan Pass, on the 8 th of September, shall receive a donation of six 
months’ batta, payable on the 1st of January, 1843. 

2. In perpetual commemoration of their distinguished services, the 
2nd and 16th Regiments of Bengal Native Infantry shall be hereafter 
regiments of grenadiers, and the 38th, 42nd and 43rd Regiments of Ben¬ 
gal Native Infantry shall be hereafter regiments of light infantry. 

3 . The regiment of Bengal irregular infantry, lately known as the 3rd 
Regiment of Infantry, in the service of Shah Shooja, shall, in considera¬ 
tion of the valour, discipline, and fortitude manifested by that regiment 
on many occasions, and especially in the defence of Kelat-i-Ghilzye, 
continue embodied under its present commandant, Captain J. H. Craigie, 
and be brought on the strength of the Bengal array as an extra raiment, 
and be denominated the “ regiment of Kelat-i-Ghilzye.” The future 
establishment of the regiment of Kelat-i-Ghilzye, and other details 
consequent upon this resolution, will be made known in a separate order. 

4 . Major-General Nott will communicate to the Governor-General 
the designations of every corps engaged in the several actions with the 
enemy in the vicinity of Candahar, between the 1st of January and the 
10th of August, 1842, specifying the particular actions in which such 
corps were engaged ; and the Majbr-General will state which of such 
corps are in his judgment entitled to bear hereafter the word “ Candahar” 
upon their standards or colours and appointments, in commemoration of 
their services. 

To such corps of the Indian army as the Major-General may name, the 
honor of so bearing the word “ Candahar,” will be immediately Recorded 
by the Governor-General. 



5. The several €oi|»s of tl»e Indian army which on the 6th of Septem¬ 
ber occupied Ghuznee, and tlie several corps which on the 16th of 
September and the following days occupied Cabool, will hereafter bear 
upon their standards or colours and appointments, the word “ Ghuznee” 
and “ Cabool” respectively, with the figures “ 1842” underwritten. 

The several corps under Msgor-General Nott, which reached Cabool 
subsequently to the 16th of September, will be equally entitled with the 
troops previously occupying that city to the honor of bearing the word 
“ Cabool ” with the figures “ 1842 ” underwritten, upon their standards, 
or colours and appointments. 

6 . Major-General Pollock will communicate to the Governor-General 
the designations of the corps under his command, which were engaged in 
the operations preceding the occupation of Cabool, but did not advance 
to that city, and will name such of those corj)s as he may deem entitled 
to bear the word “ Cabool,” with the figures “ 1842 ” underwritten, upon 
their standards or colours and appointments, as having contributed to the 
capture of that city by their previous service in this campaign ; and to 
such corps, being on the Indian army, as the Major-General may so 
mame, the honor of so bearing the word “ Cabool,” will be immediately 
accorded by the Govern-General. 

7- To every general officer, officer, non-commissioned officer and 
private, present on the occasions above-mentioned in action with tlte 
enemy in the vicinity of Candahar, will be presented a silver medal 
inscribed , 

Candahar, 

* 1842. 

and to every general officer, officer, non-commissioned officer and private, ■ 
present with the army mider Major-General Nott, in the operations lead¬ 
ing to the capture of Ghuznee, and the occupation of Cabool, will be 
presented a similar sUver medal inscribed 

Ghuznee, 

Cabool, 

1842. 

Where the same person shall be entitled to both distinctions one medal 
only will be presented, and such medal will be inscribed 

Candahar, 

Ghuznee, 

Cabool, 

1842. 

Major-General Nott will transmit to the Governor-General nominal 
lists of the several general officers, officers, non-commissioned officers 
and privates, so entitled respectively. 

8 . Major-General Pollock will transmit to the Governor-General, a 
nominal list of the general officers, officers, non-commissioned and 
privates, present in action with the enemy, in the several operations 
of his army leading to the occupation of Cabool, and to every person 
named in such list, a silver medal will be presented, inscribed 

Cabool, 

• 1842. 
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On the reverse of these several medals, will be inscfibed the words 

Victoria 

Vindex. 

9. To every officer, non-commissioned officer and private, present 
within Kelat-i-Oliilzye, and. forming part of .the garrison thereof during 
the late investment and blockade of that fort, will be presented a silver 
medal bearing a mural crown, with the superscription of “ Kelat-i-Ghil- 
zye,” and on tlie reverse the word. 

invicta, 

1842. 

Captain J. TI. Craigie, late commandant of the fort of Kelat-i-Ghilzye, 
will transmit to Major-General Nott, a nominal list of the officers, non¬ 
commissioned officers and privates, so present at 'Kclat-i-Ghilzye, and so 
entitled to the medal above granted, and to every person named in such 
list, wJien sanctioned by Major-General Nott, tJie medal will be given. 

10. All the medals above-mentioned are to be worn suspe nded to a 
ribbon, similar to that whi(di will be given with the Jellalabad medal 
which will be hcanteforth the military ribbon of India. 

11 . The regimental colours of the regiment of Kelat-i-Ghilzye, will 
be composed of the three colours of the military ribbon of India, and in 
the centre thereof wilt be inscribed the word “ Kelat-i-Ghilzye.” 

12. The Governor-General will, after communication with, and in 
eoiyunction with His Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief, represenfto 
the authorities in England, the high services rendered by the officers of 
Her Majesty’s and of the Indian army, in the operations of the present 
(tajnpaigu in Affghanistan, in order that they may be duly submitted to the 
gracious consideration of Her Majesty. 

13; Medals similar to those presented to the general officers, officers, 
non-commissioned officers and privates of the Indian army will be pre¬ 
pared for the general officers, officers, non-commissioned officers and 
privates of Her Majesty’s army having respectively similar claims to the 
honor of wearing such medals; but the authority to wear such .medals 
depends upon Her Majesty’s most gracious pleasure. 

J. Stoaet. 


No. 515.— General Orders by the Governor-General of India. 

Simla, November 8, 1842. ' 

The Governor-General has received a letter from Major-General 
Pollok, C. B., dated Jellalabad, 26th October 1842, with reference to the 
General Order of the 4th ultimo, from which the following is an 
extract:— 

“ In the 6 th paragraph I am directed to communicate the designations 
of corps under my command, which were engaged in the operations pre¬ 
ceding the occupation of Cabool, but did not advance to that city, and 
to name such of those corps as I may deem entitled to bear the word 
“ Cabool,” with the figures “ 1842,”’underwritten upon their standards, 
or colours, and appointments. 

“ In reply to this paragraph I beg to state, that I consider the services 
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of all the regimenal and detachments attached to the army under my 
command, have been such as to entitle them to this honorary distinction, 
and I have, therefore, noted the designation of each as follows : 

Engineers. Nos. 4 and 5 companies of sappers and miners. 

Artillery. 3rd troop 1st brigade horse artillery. 

3rd ditto 2ad ditto ditto. 

2nd company 2nd battalion foot artillery. 

2nd ditto 6th ditto ditto. 

4th ditto 6th ditto . ditto. 

No. 6 light field battery. 

Captain Backhouse’s mountain train. 

Cavalry. Her Majesty’s 3rd regiment of light dragoons. 

1st regiment of light cavalry. 

10th ditto ditto. 

One squadron, 5th light cavalry (Captain Oldfield.) 

3rd regiment irregular cavalry (Captain Tait.) 

Infantry, litse Majesty’s 9th regiment of foot. 

Ditto 13th ditto ditto. 

Ditto 31st ditto ditto. 

6th regiment native infantry. 

26th ditto ditto. 

30th ditto ditto. 

33rd ditto ditto. 

35lh ditto ditto. 

53rd ditto ditto. 

60th ditto ditto. 

64th ditto ditto. 

Captain Broadfoot’s regiment of sappers and miners. 

Captain Ferris’ regiment of Jezailchees.” 

The Governor-General, in compliance with the above recommendation, 
accords to all such regiments, corps and detachments in the above list as 
are in the service of the Government of India, the honor of bearing the 
word “Cabool,” with the figures “1842,” underwritten upon their 
standards, or colours, and appointments. 

By order, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 5\&.—General Orders by the Governor-General of India. 

Camp, Eeroxepore, Dee. 13, 1842. 

The Governor-General has received the following Roll from Major- 
General Nott: 



Actions fought, in the Vwlaihj of Camlahar between 1«/ January^ 
J842, and the \{)th August^ 1842. 


Names and Places. 


Troops, 


I 

\ 

Kalee Shuck. 12tUJan. 1812 ...I 


Kiinju Kuk, Panj-l 
waic, and Tilon^ 
K lian, . 1 


7tli, Sill, !Hh, and' 
loth March, 1812 .! 


DoTcnce of the cityT 
of tl.mdahar, when ( 
aitached hv a large T 
body of Allghans . J 


10th March, 1S42..I 


i 

Ilaba Wullie .2:)th Marcli, 1842..| 


CandaharOantonincnt, 29lh May, 1842... 


f Two Troops Anderson’s Horse Artil- 
I lery, t’aptain Blood’s Bombay Battery, 
(!) pounders); detachment 1st Bengal 
-{ Irregular Cavalry ; Her Majesty’s 40th 
I Foot j 2nd and Kith Regiments of 
I Grenadiers ( 38th and a wing of the 
1^42nd Regiment Bight Infantry. 

Two Troops Anderson’s Horse Artil¬ 
lery ; Blood’s Koinbay Battery (9-poun- 
ders) ; Detachment 1st Bengal Irregular 
■ Cavalry ; Her Majesty’s 40th Foot; 
llith Regiment of Grenadiers; 38th, 
42ud, and 43rd Regiments of Bight 
Infantry. 

f 2nd Regiment of Grenadiers, and 4th 
4 Company 2nd Battalion of Bengal Foot 
( Artillery. 

f One Troop Anderson’s Horse Artil- 
I lery ; Defa> hment 1st Bengal Irregular 
■j Cavalry ; Her Majesty’s 40lh Foot ; 

1 2 nd and Ifilh Regiments of Grenadiers, 
l_aiid tlie.SSlh Regt. of Bight Infantry. 

( One Troop Anderson’s Horse Artil- 
< lery ; Her Majesty’s 41st Foot; and the 
1 42Qd and 43rd Kegts. of Bight Infantry. 


W. IfOTT. 


I ,3tn of ojiiiiion tliiit Ihe rtiglinents and detachments noted in this Roll, 
are entitled to have “ Caudahtir” uiMin their colours. 

W. Nott, 

Tlie (jiovcrnor-Getieral in pursuance with the General Order published 
tit iSiinla, on the 4th of October, and in conforinity with the opinion 
iibove cs^iressed liy Major-General .Mott, declares, that all such of the 
jihov c-iuentioiied corps as ace in the service of tlie Government of India, 
ore entitled to bear tlie word “ Candahar,” with the figures “1842,” 
iiiiderwritteu upon their colours and appointments. 


No. 517.— Mttjor-General Polhck to Major-General Lumley. 

Ciemp, near Cahool, September 1842. 
Siu,—1 have tlie honor to report, for the.information of his Excellency 
tlu- Coininander-in-Chief, that I have detached Major-General McCaskill, 
K. H., with the following troops ;— 


Two 1 H-pouuders, and detail of Ar- 
tillery. 

f'apl. lilood’s Light Field Battery. 
I'limntain Train. 

I'wo Squadrons Her Majesty’s .'Ird 
Dragoons. 

One Sfjuadron 1st Light Cavalry. 


Christie’s Horse. 

Her Majesty’s flth.Foot. 
Her M.gjesty’s 41st Foot. 
26th Native Infantry. 
42nd ,, ,, 

4;Jrd „ „ 

Broadfoot’s Sajipcrs. 

1' 3 
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2. In conseqtdince of want of carriage, I shall not be able to leave 
this till about the 10th proximo, and as I had received intelligenee that 
a party of the enemy were endeavouring to collect followers in tlie vicinity 
of Charekar, I have deemed it advisable to dislodge them at once. The 
detachment will be back before I can march, and if the enemy were not 
dispersed, they would, in all probability, increase considerably in numbers, 
and prove extremely inconvenient to the force on our leaving this to 
return to the provinces. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 518.— Mojor-Gcrirraf Pollock to Major-Gpicnd Lumlcy. 

Camp, Cuh(H>l, October I, 1842. 

SjR,—I have the honor to forward a copy of a letter from IHiijor- 
General McCaskill, K. JI., commanding the force wliich I detached uinlcr 
his command, for the purpose of dispersing tlie enemy collect ed in the 
vicinity of Charekar, as stated in my letter of the 28th instant. 

The success of the Slajor-Gcncrars op(!rations against Istalif, is most 
gratifying, that place being considered by the Atlghans as totally inacces¬ 
sible to o‘ur troops. 

I have, Ikc., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 519.— Major-General McCukIiUI to Cajitaiii Ponsonlo/. 

Camp, Istalif, September 30, 184z; 

Sib, —I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, for the information of 
Major-General Pollock, C.B., that the troops under my command yest(T- 
day made themselves masters of the strong and populous town of Istalif, 
totally defeating the numerous levies collected for its defence, under the 
infamous Ameer Oollah Khan Loghuree, Kaojie Ameer Kotwal, Ilazin 
Khan (an assassin of Sir Alexander Burnfes) Hazir Alee Khan,* Khulecfa 
Ibrahim, and many other chiefs of Cabool and Kohistan. 

The Major-General is aware that the force detfiiled in the margin* was 
placed at my disposal for operations in these valleys, on the 2oth. The 
two brigades formed a junction near Kliowja llawash on the 2()th ; moved 
to an encampment near Zimurcc on the 27th, and pitclied tlndr tents 
within four miles of this place on the 28th. The same evening 1 recon¬ 
noitred the enemy’s position. It is impossible to conceive ground natu¬ 
rally stronger. The town of I.stalif, consisting of mas.ses of liouses and 
forts, is built on the slope of a mountain, in the rear of which are yet 
loftier eminenccf!, shutting in a defile which leads to Toorkistan, and in 
no way can this place of abode of 1.5,(K)0 people be approached but by 

* Artillery.—Captain Backhouse’s mountain train, Captain Blood’s battery of 

9-pounders (Bombay), two 18-pounders.-Cavalry.—Head Quarters and two 

^uadroDS of Her Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons, 1st squadron, 1st Light Cavalry, 
Captain Christie’s (late S.'S. 2nd Regiment) corps of cavalry. Infantiy.—Bri¬ 
gadier Tulloch’s Brigade (with the addition of Captain Broadfoot’s Sappers and 
Miners, and the exception of the COth Native Infantry), Brigadier Stacy’s brigade. 
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siirmountiiifT ranges of hills separated by deep ravine^ or traversing by 
narrow roads, its giwdens, vineyards, and orchards, fenced in with strong 
enclosure walls ; the whole of them, with the mountain side and tops of 
the houses, were occupied by Jezailchecs ; and the strongest proof is 
atforded that the enemy, after this disposition, considered the place” as 
unassailable, by their having retained within the town, the wives and 
cliildren not only of the inhabitants, but of thousands of refugees from 
Cabool. 

Tlic observations which I was enabled to make under a sharp jezail fire, 
and the reiwrt of Major I’ottiiiger, induced me to determine to assault, 
the next morning, the right of the enemy’s extensive position, as it was 
(liere that I could hope lo bring the artillery most effectively into battery. 
Arrangeinents w<Te madts with this view. The troops were formed into 
two columns of attack and reserve : Hrigadier Stacy’s and Captain 
Jllood’s batt(.'rv, and the 18-pounders the left ; these were supported by 
fh(f third column, under Major Simmons, Her Majesty’s 4lst, consisting 
of a wing of his regiment and the cavalry under Major Lockwood : Cap¬ 
tain Christie’s (iorps protected the baggage. 

'flic trooi)s moved soon after daylight, and traversing the plain in per¬ 
fect order, })assed nearly from tlie left to the right of the enemy’s posi¬ 
tion. Our light troops and guns repressed the occasional attacks of their 
iezaileh(!es from the gardens, who were numerous and most audacious ; 
but when the coliunn arrived in front of the village Ismillah, I resolved 
to make a combined attack on this point ; flrigadicr Tulloch’s brigade 
assailed its left, and Brigadier Stacy, making a long detour, attacked tlie 
right. 

1 cannot express in adequate terms my admiration of the style in 
which tlie former column, covered by skirmishers, rushed upon the 
gardens, iilled with bold and skilful marksmen. Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, 
tlie 2(ith iNativc Infantry, and Captain Broadfoot’s Sappers, vied with 
each other in steady courage ; and their nqiid iiiihesltating advance soon 
left the enemy no resource but flight. Very shortly after this assault, 
the three light companies of Her Majesty’s 41st, the 42nd and 43rd 
Natkc Infantry, covering their own column, got into action, and, on 
their side, stormed the village and vineyards with distinguished gallantry, 
'file combination was steadily persevered in, and though I had few 
ojqiortiiuities of using the artillery with effect, 1 had soon the gratification 
of seeing the enclosures, forts, heights, suburbs and town successively 
won by the two columns. The enemy were driven from them, and pur¬ 
sued with a rapidity which left no time to rally, and a singular spectacle 
•was then jiresentcd in the escape up the mountain side of the women and 
i hihlren from the place, to which no interruption was offered ; but, as 
detached parties of the beaten Afighaiis still occupied some very lofty 
heights, the mountain train ascended them by a dizzy pathway, and dis¬ 
persed the fugitives by its efi'eetive fire. Our reserve was now establish¬ 
ed on the lower heights, and the whole of the place, filled with property 
of every description, much of it plundered from our army in 1841, was 
ill the hands of our force ; two guns, brass tield pieces, were also taken, 
niid one of them seized with such promptitude, that its captor, Lieutenant 
F.liuhirst, Her Majesty's J)th Foot, turned its fire upon the fugitives 
with some effect. I directed the town to be set on fire in several places, 

r 3 2 
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after taking out vdfcrious supplies which might he useful to our troops, and 
the work of demolition is still proceeding under the direction of Major 
Sanders, of the Engineers. Our loss has been trifling, for tlie advance of 
our ofhcers and men was too rapid and decisive to allow of the sliarp fire 
of the enemy telling much upon them ; and, deceived by the direction of 
the recounoissance of the 28th, the Aifglftms liad expected the attack 
on their left, and posted tlieir guns and the elite of their force in that 
quarter. 

I have now the pleasing fhsk of expressing the amount of my obliga¬ 
tion for their exertions in the field, to Brigadiers Tulioch and Stacy, 
commanding brigades and columns ; to Lientenant Colonel Taylor, K.ll., 
Her Majesty’s 9th Foot ; Major Iluish, of tlie 26th Native Infantry ; and 
Captain Broadfoot, of the Sappers, commanding corps on tlie right, 
which bore the brunt of the action ; to Major Simmons, Her Majesty’s 
41st Foot, commanding the reserve ; to Captain Backhouse, comniiinding 
the •mountain train, and Captain Blood, commanding the battery of 
9-pounders ; this last was ably aidtnl by Lieutenant Terry'. 1 have 
received valuable assistance throughout our operations from Major I’ot- 
tinger, C.B., and Major Sanders, Eugint'ers ; and yesterday from Captain 
Mackenzie and Lieutenant Airey, Her Majesty’s 3rd Buffs, ami Lieute¬ 
nant Web’i), 30th Regiment Madras Native Infantry, temjiorarily attached 
to me ; and, since we marched from Cabool, as on former occasions, from 
my own staff; departmental and personal, viz., Captain Havelock, Deputy 
Assistant Adjutant-General ; Lieutenant Mayne, Deputy Assistant 
Quarter-master-General ; Lieutenant Pollock, Artillery, Aide-de-Camp 
to the Major-General, who volunteered his services with me ; and Lieu¬ 
tenant Bethune, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, my own Aide-de-Camp. 
Regarding the last-mentioned officer, I take the opportunity of rectifying 
an oversight on my part. I oiifht specially to have reported to Miqor- 
General Pollock, Lieutenant Bethune’s valuable services in the recent 
affair at the Iluft Kotul, in vitiich I was intrusted with the command of 
the main column. Brigadier Tulioch reports, in very strong terms, the 
good conduct on the present occasion, of Captain Smith, ller JMajesty’s 
9 th Foot, his Brigade-xMajor. I inclose a return of the killed •aiul 
wounded, and of the two guns captured. 

I have, &c., 

John McCaskill. 

Return qf Killed and Wounded of the Troops under the command of Major-General 

McCaskill, K.H. 

Camp, Islalif, September 30 , 1842 . 

Mountain Train—1 European officer wounded. 

3rd Company 1st Battalion Bombay Artillery—2 rank and file wounded. 

Christie’s Irregular Cavalry—^2 horses killed. 2 horses wounded. 

Her Majesty’s !)th Regiment Foot—1 rank and file killed ; 1 officer, I serjeant, 1.': 
rank and file wounded. 

26th Regiment Native Infantry—1 rank and file killed: 1 European officer, .‘t 
havildars, 8 rank and file, wounded. 

Broadfoot’s Sappers—2 rank and file, killed ; 1 European officer, 6 rank and file, 
horse, wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment—1 officer, 1 rank and file, killed ; 4 rank and file 
wounded. 

42nd Regiment Native Infantry—1 rank and file wounded. 
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Total 1 officer, 5 rank and file, 2 horses, killed; 4 BnropeJh and Native officers^ 
4 Serjeants and havildars, 37 rank and file, 3 horses, wounded. 

Names of Officers Killed and Wounded. 

Lieutenant Evans, Her Majesty’s 41st Foot, killed. 

Lieutenant Richardson, Horse .Artillery, slightly wounded. 

Lieutenant and .Adjutant Spencer, 26th Native Infantry, slightly wounded. 
Lieutenant Lister, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, slightly wounded. 

Captain Brdadfoot, Sappers, slightly wounded, 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Orr's charger wounded. 

H. Havelock, Captain. 

Return of Ordmmee captnred frmu the Enemy on the 29f/i Sej>- 
tantjer, 1842. 

Camp, Islalif, September 30, 1842. 
Two brass 6-pounder field pieces, of native manufacture. 

J. B. Backhouse, Captain. 


No. 520.— Major-General McCaskill to Captain Ponsonby. 

C9mp, Khwaja Rousash, October 6, 1842. 

Sir, —The troops entrusted to my charge for a specitil service in the 
Kohistan, having pitched their tents at this place, previously to returning 
to their respective encampments, I take this opportunity of requesting 
you ta solicit the attention of Major-General Pollock, C.B., to some 
points, which, in the Iiurry of our active operations, I had neglected to 
dwell upon. I have already intimated, that Brigadier Stacy’s report of 
the jiart borne by his brigade in the capture of Istaliff, on the 29th 
ultimo, did not reach me till the 2ud instant. It will ever be matter of 
regret to me, if this accidental delay should prevent the merits of some 
of the officers and troops under me, being prominently brought to the 
notice of tlie Right Honourable the Governor-General, and his Excel¬ 
lency the Commander-in-chief. The brunt of the action certainly fell 
on the Infantry corps, and Sappers of Brigadier Tulloch’s brigade ; but 
the credit of turning the enemy’s extreme right,—of allowing him no 
resjiite or breathing time on that line ;—of aiding in completing the 
ca))ture of the town, when its possession was hotly disputed from .behind 
wails, and from the tSps of houses, from court yards, and in winding 
streets built on steep declivities, is due to the regiment under Brigadier 
Stacy. My commendations have been especially earned by Major G.' 
Browne and Her Majesty’s 41.st Regiment, for the share tliey took in 
these gallant efforts, and for the exemplary humanity displayed by the 
men towards the unfortunate families of the vanquished. 'I'hat corps 
was zealously emulated, and supported, by the 42nd Native Infantry 
under Major Clarkson, and the 43rd under Major Nash. 

In addition to the services of Major Sanders, as Field Engineer, I 
ought to have remarked on the distinguished gallantry with which he 
accompanied the heads of columns in the advance of Brigadier Tulloch, 
against the gardens and town. NeiUier must I leave, without record, 
the marked intrepidity of Lieutenant Mayne, Deputy Assistant-Quarter- 
niaster-General, in pointing out the path of the same column amidst the 
hottest of the fire, and in aiding in following up the victory. I have 
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before mentioned, tllat the light companies of Her Majesty’s ■ 41st, and 
tlie 42nd and 43rd Native Infantry, covered the manoeuvres of their own 
brigade. Tliis onset was led very bravely by Lieutenant Evans, who 
was afterwards killed in the town (and was sueeeeded in command by 
Lieutenant Madden), and by Lieutenant Woollen, 42nd Native Infantry, 
and Captain Macphcrson, 43rd Native Infantry. 

I have, Ikc., 

John McCaskill. 


No. 521.— The Governor-General to Major-General Pollock. 

Simla, Ocloher I2, 1843. 

Geneb.al, —On the 7tli instant, I was informed tliat a letter liad been 
received Iiere, from an officer on the stafl' of your army, to tlie effect that 
yoll intended to commence your movemt'iit'towards the Indus, on the'8th. 

On the 10th instant, hitters were receieved here, to tlie effect tliat two 
brigades of your army had been detached to the Kohistan, and were 
exjiected to be absent eight days. ^ 

Neither the Cominander-in-Chief nor myself, have received any dis¬ 
patch from you, intimating this intention of detaching two brigades to 
the Kohistan, or mentioning the day on which your movement towards 
the Indus would commence. 

In your letter to me, dated the 21st ultimo, you stated, that yoiucoulj 
not then fix a date for your return, as you did not know how soon you 
might get camels. You mentioned, however, that you liojied to get more 
than 1,000 camels ; and the force from Canduhar is understood to have 
been fully supiilied with carriage. 

I conclude that the movement of two brigades to the Kohistan has for 
its object the di.spersion of some assemblage of the enemy in that ((iiarter, 
and, at the same time perhaps, the afliirding of ojiportuiiities of escape 
to some of the Native soldiers and followers who may be there. 

I trust that you will not have.engaged in any enterprise of which the 
effect can be to delay your return one day. 

I have, &c., 

. Ei.li;ni!orou(;ii. 


No. 522.— Major-General Ewjland to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, near Qaeila, September 12, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that having arranged that 
the troops now here should descend the Bolan Pass, and move on Sukkur 
in three columns, I have desjiatched the leading column, consisting as 
per margin*, on its destination, this morning, accordingly. 

2. I have somewhat anticipated the intended moment of this march, 

* Six gnns Bengal Artillery (three of ■which are serviceable). 4)ne rissalah 1st 
Irregular Cavalry ; 12th Regiment Bombay Native Infantry ; 2nd Regiment Irre¬ 
gular Infantry ; Light Comp. 21st Native Infantry ; Dctacliiuent of tiappers ; all 
the sick of the Bengal Native Infantry ; Ordnance Stores, &c. 
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owing to the very-favorable reports I have received the season in the 
low country,—owing also to the favorable influcnco of such a movement 
on the proceedings of the Ameers of Sindc wlio are still collecting forces, 
for no very intelligible or well-explained purpose ; and I have further 
been influenced in thus removing a portion of the troops from this 
unhealthy locality, by the report and reciuest of the chief medical oflicer 
to that effect. 

3. 1 do not proi)ose, luiwevcr, that the second column should march 
until the end of this month, and I shall follow with the last troo]>s, during 
the first week in October, withdrawing, as I pass, the various garrisons in 
Outcliee, &c., agreeably to tin; instructions of his Lordship the Oovernor- 
(.Jeneral, conveyed to me by Major-Oeneral Nott. 

4. I have no reason to suppose that the troops will meet with any 
interruption in their march to the Indus, beyond the usual efforts of de- 
jtredation on the baggage ; but 1 am of o])inion that the misfortunes which 
the tribes below fully oxi)ectcd us to have encountered in the j)assage of 
the Kojuck mountains, were to have been a very general signal for strife 
against all the IJrithsh remaining in these countries. 

5. I have-not j)er!nitted any ordnance, or other serviceable stores, to 
be dt'stroyed, and have, hitherto, been tolerably successful in hiring car¬ 
riage to aid in conveying the public property towards 8ukkur. 

6. His llighiM^ss, l^rinc(! Titnour, having expressed a wish to leave 
(iuetta, and to accornjiany the column which inaaihed this morning, 1 did 
not fail to instruct the oflicer in its command, to pay tht; Prince every 
attention in his power. 

I have, &c., 

R. England. 

No. 523.— Major-General Enejland to Mr. Maddocli. 

Camji, at Quetta, September 2 . 3 , 1842 . 

Sir, —I have the honor to rejiort, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, and in continuation of my 
letter of the 12th instant, that I haveiidisj)atched the second column of 
troojts and stores from hence, as per margin*, en route to Suk(^ur. 

2. Although 1 still hear of the efforts of the Ameers of Sinde, to 
induf^e the; Beloochees and others to molest us in the o])eration of our 
n^treat, 1 feel every confidence that, with due precaution, we shall accom¬ 
plish this service witliout any very seridlis im])ediment. 

3. I propose to make the final movement from this place, on or about 
the 1st proximo, and I am much influenced in marching at an early date 
from this ground, by the sickness which prevails here ; for although I 
have sent forward all the Euroj)ean aitd native sick soldiers of the Bengal 
army, who accompanied me from Candahar, there is a large proportion 
of officers and imm still at .Quetta under medical treatment, and fresh 
cases continue, though not of a severe nature, daily to occur. 

* Two 9-pounders Bombay Artillery, one 24-pound howitzer ditto, two puns late 
Bolan Rangers, one rissalluh 1st Irregular Cavalry, 25th Bombay Native Infantry, 
1st Regiment late Shah’s Infantry, Light Company 8th Bombay Native Infantry, 
Detachment Sappers, sick and invalids of Her Majesty's 40th and 41st Regiments; 
Ordnance Stores. 
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A. Thp means 8f conveying so many invalids has been a matter of 
some embarrassment; but to render myself somewhat independent of the 
caprice of the Brahooe contractors, in the essential matter of “ carriage,” 
1 have reserved nearly the whole of our Goveniment camels for the use 
of the rear of column, and have kept tl>e troops which compose it, as 
little encumbered with baggage and stores as possible, the better to pro¬ 
tect the divisions already cn roMe, the officers in (iommand of which, are 
instructed to fall back on each other, or on me, or to halt, if necessary, 
and as circumstances may require. But there is every reason to hoj)e 
and to suppose, if any plans are matured for our interruption, or if any 
attacks are intended by the tribes through those countries we are about 
1.0 pass, that such would fall oii that part of the force which tlius remains 
in the rear, to conclude the final evacuation of their territories. 

I have, &c., 

11. England. 

No. 524 .—31 ajor-General England to 3Ir. Afaddock. 

• * 

Camp, near Sir-i-ah, OAoher 1, 1842. 

Sir,—1 have the honor to report, for the information of the Biglit 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that the third and final 
column of troops, as ^ler margin*, left Quetta this morning, en ron/e to 
Sukkur. • 

2. The country in this vicinity appears tranquil, and no event of 
importance has occurred, since my dispatch of the 23rd ultimo. 

I have, &c.. 

It. England. 


No. 52^.— Major-General Sir Charles Napier, commanding the 
Forces in Svule and Belooeddstan, to Air. Maddoch. 

Sukkur, October 12, 1842. 

Sir, —I lose no time in forwarding the enclosed dispatch from Major- 
General England, which has this moment reached me. I hope I may be 
allowed to offer my congratulations to the Governor-General, on the suc¬ 
cessful termination of so arduous and difficult an operation. 

I have, &c., 

C. Napier. 


No. 526.— Major-General England to Air. Aluddock. 

Camp, near Dadur, October 10, 1842. 
Sir, —I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that the troo|>s 
destined to descend to the Indus by the Bolan Pass, finally evacuated 

_ • Head Quarter Staff, Captain Cooper’s troop of Horse Artillery, Poooa Auxi¬ 
liary Horse, 6th Regiment Native Infantry, 20th Ditto, 5th Regiment Irregular 
Infantry, detail Madras Sappers and Miners. 
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on tlie Ist instant, and have accomplished tliXiir march through 
that defile witliout much dilficulty. 

2. Ill order to facilitate t)ic movement of this large body, which, with 
the acquisition ot the garrison of Quetta, consisted of more than seven, 
battalions, with details of cavalry, eighteen pieces of artillery, and an 
increased retinue of invalids, and of stores, I divided it into three 
columns of route, retaining the last in as-light a form of equipment as 
possible, in the hope and supposition that, if the tribes, through whose 
country we should pass, were inclined to attack us, they would prefer to 
make their chief eftbrts on the last departing division ; and I, tluireforc, 
sent the greater portion of the sick an J public stores with the leading 
divisions accordingly. 

d. It has proved that this conjecture was right, because the two 
preceding divisions have been wholly unmolested in their progress 
through the pass, whereas, on the morning of the 3rd, I found the 
Kakurs posted, in some numbers, on the steep ground wliich commands 
the ni)per extremity of the narrow zig-zag near Sir-i-l.)olan. 

•1. These insurgents, however, had only time to deliver a few rounds 
on tlie column, whc'ii their attention was fully engaged by the flanking 
parties which covered (mr left, and which 1 now reinforced by a strong 
detaeliment of the ()th Regiment Bombay Native Infantr}', and by nearly 
the whole of the 5th Regiment of Irregular Infantry, under Major Wood- 
liousc and Captain Macdoiiuel, respectively. 

5. I had every reason to be satisfied with the liandsome manner in 
wliich our trooj)s ascended these stupendous heights, and cleared them of 
the enemy ; and Major Woodhouse speaks very highly of the conduct of a 
j)arty of Brahooe Horse which a(!eom|)anied Him to tliis afi’air. 

6. Oil tliis occasion, also. Major Outran! gave me his able assistance, 
as well as in flanking the lower extremity of tIicBolan Pass near Kuudye, 
where I had good reason to exjjeet again to meet some Iiostile tribes ; but 
tlie total disap))ointment of the Kakurs on the d^d, and the effectual 
tlankiug arrangements made, on all occasions, by our troops seem to 
have prevented any renewal of interruiitlon. 

7. I beg leave to inclose a list of the casualties, which have occurred 
during their jiassage of the Bolan defile. 

8. As I now consider the ciiief difficulties of this march to have 
terminated, I trust, I may be permitted to bring to the notice of his 
Lord.sliip, the Governor-General, the general good conduct of the troops 
1 liave had the honor to command, during these prolonged and laborious 
operations ; and I venture to submit the names of Major Waddington, 
Commanding Engineer ; Major Wyllie, Major of brigade ; Major Boyd, 
Acting Assistant Quartermaster-General ; Ciiptain Davidson, Deputy 
Commissary-Genera) ; and Surgeon Wight, in .chief medical charge ; 
and to claim his Lordship’s favourable estimate of the exertions of these 
officers in tlieir several departments and cajiaeities and it is with the 
utmost satisfaction, I am enabled to assure his Lordship that, owing to 
the discipline which has been exacted, these British columns, in emerging 
from the Bolan Pass, will leave, amongst the peaceable inhabitants of the 
countries they have quitted, a well-merited character for forbearance and 
Jiumanity ; whilst, in the deliberate and .systematic order of their march, 
during which, every enemy has been beaten off, and no stores lost or 

<i 3 
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captured, the pow^ of our arms has been alike equally and imperidfely 
made manifest. 

9. The garrison of Sebee will be withdrawn to-morrow, and that of 
Dadur on the 12th or 13th, when I propose to resume my progress to the 
Indus. 

I Jiavc, &c., ^ 

R. Enoi-and. 


Heluin of Casualties in Skirmishes with the Enemy, since the march of the Head¬ 
quarters from Quetta, on the 1st, to its arrival at Dadur, on the 9th instant. 


Camp, Dadur, October 10, 1842. 


Poona Auxiliary Horse—2 horses wounded. 

eth Regiment Native Infantry—1 private wounded. 

20th Regiment Native Infiiiitry—1 assistant-surgeon killed; 2 privates, 1 bheestie, 
wounded, 4 dooly hearers missing. 

5th Irregular infantry (late Shah’s)—1 private, killed ; 1 subadar, 5 privater, I 
lascar, wonnded, 

Total—1 assistant-surgeon, 1 private, killed ; 1 subadar, 8 privates, I bheestie, 1 
lascar, -wounded ; 4 dooly bearers missing ; 2 horses wounded. 

Grand Total—^2 killed; 11 wounded ; 4 missing ; 2 horses wounded. 

Assistant-Surgeon J. Brickwell killed. 

The Brahooe Chief, Mahomed Khan, slightly- wounded, and I horse killed. 

H. WrLLiE, Major. 


Eemarhs. 


1 private dangerously wounded ; 3 privates, 1 bheestie, 1 lascar, severely wound¬ 
ed : 1 subadar, 4 privates, slightly wounded. 

Total Wonnded—11 men, and 2 horses severely. 


No. 527 .—General Orders htj tlie Gorernor-General of India. 

Simla, October 20, 1842. 

The Governor-General has much satisfaction in announcing the suc¬ 
cessful termination of the arduous aud didicult operatioji coulided to 
Major-General England, of withdrawing, through the Kqjuck and Boluii 
Passes, into the valley of the Indus, a portion of tlie force lately station¬ 
ed at Candahar, and all the scattered garpisons of the intermediate places 
between the eastern face of the Kojuck mountains aud the })lains of 
Cutchee. 

This operation, less brilliant in its circumstances than that entrusted 
to Major-General Pollock and Major-General Nott, was yet one which 
demanded the greatest prudence in the making of every previous arraiigc- 
ment for securing the safe descent of the several columns, and which 
called into exercise many of the higher qualities which must contribute 
to form the character of an accomplisluHl General. 

The Governor-General could not but regard with some anxiety, the 
progress of tliis movement, requiring so much of delicate management 
in its execution ; and it is a subject of extreme satisfaction to him, tliut 
the same complete success should have attended this, which has, during 
the present campaign, attended every other part of the combined oj)era- 
tions of the armies beyond the Indus. 

The Governor-General requests, that Major-General Sir Charles 
Na^er will express to Major-General England, aud to all the otlicers. 
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and troops, wliich were under Ids command, the entir^ satisfaction with 
whicli their whole conduct has been viewed on tins occasion. 

The Governor-General also requests that Major-General Sir Charles 
Napier will communicate to Major Outr&m, and the other Political offi¬ 
cers, his thanks, for the zeal atfd ability they have manifested in the col¬ 
lection of the means of carriage and supply, and in their various trans¬ 
actions with the native chiefs and tribes, tending to facilitate and secure 
the descent of the several columns of the army. 

By Order, &c., 

T. H. Maudock. 


No. 528 .—Notification by the Governor-General of India. 

Simla, October 25, 1842. 

The advance of the British armies to Ghuznee and Cabool, having led 
to the restoration to freedom of the British prisoners in the hands of the 
Alfghans, Dost Maliomed Khan, his wives and family, and the wife and 
family of Mahomed Akbar Khan, and many Aftghan chiefs, remain in the 
absolute power of tlie British Government, without having any means of 
j)rocuring their liberation. 

To this condition of disgrace and danger has Mahomed Akbar Khan 
reduced his lather, and liis wife, and his family, and the chiefs, his 
countrymen, by making war upon women, and preferring the continuance 
of their captivity and suffering, for objects connected only with his own 
safety, to the general exchange of prisoners, which was offered by the 
British Goverm#eut, and the consequent restoration to liberty of those, 
whose honour and whose happiness should have been most dear to him. 

But the British Government is desirous of terminating, at the earliest 
j)eriod, all the evils which have arisen out of the Affghan war; and the 
Governor-General, enabled by the recovery of the British prisoners, who 
w(!re in the hands of the enemy, to follow the course most in accordance 
with clemency and humanity, declares that when the British army return¬ 
ing from Atfghanistan, shall have j>assed the Indus, all the Aftghans, 
now in the power of the British Government, shall be permitted to return 
to their country. 

The Affghan chiefs who are thus released, will, before they pass the 
Sutlej, present themselves at the Durbar of the Governor-General, in his 
camp at Ferozepore. 

The wives of Dost Mahomed Khan and Mahomed Akbar Khan, and 
all the ladies of the family and household, will be conducted with all 
respect to the frontiers of Affghanistan. 

By Order, &c., 

T. H. Mabdock. 

No. 529.— Major-General Pollock to Major-Getleral Lumhn/. 

Camp, Khoord Cabool, October 13, 1842. 

(Extract.)—I have the honor to report, for the information of his 
Excellency the Commander-in-chief, my arrival at Khoord Cabool, in 

(I 3 2 
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prof^rcss to IliudoStan. I left Cabool, yesterday morning, with the 1 st 
and 2nd divisions, and the troops under Major-General Nott, ns per 
margin,* for Bootkakh, having detached Major-General Sir R. Sale, 
■with the Ist and 2nd brigades, “the mountain train, 1st Light Cavalry, 
8rd Irregular Cavalry, and Christie’s Hor^e, over the Gospund Durrah 
Pass, for the purpose of tunung that of the Khoord Cabool; in conse¬ 
quence of which movement we marchtd through the principal defile 
without a shot being fired. Previous to ray departure from Cabool, I 
destroyed with gunpowder the grand bazaar of that city, called the 
Chahar Chuttali, built in the reign of Arungzebe, by the celebrated Ali 
Murdan Khan, and which may be considered to have been the most 
frequented part of Cabool, and known as tlie grand emporium of this 
I)art of Central Asia. The remains of the late Envoy and Minister 
had been exposed to public insult in this bazaar, and my motive in 
effecting its destruction, has been to impress upon the Affghans, that 
their atrocious conduct towards a British functionary has not been 
suffered to pass with impunity. A mosque also at one end of the 
bazaar, and another near the cantonment, lilted with Venetians, otherwise 
ornamented with European materials, and designated as the Feringlicc 
Mosque, to commemorate the events of last year, has likewise been 
destroyed. 


No. 530.— Major-General Pollock to the Governor-General. 

Jitgrhclluc/,-, October 16, 18.12. 

(Extract.)—It is very gratifying to be able to state, that we have met 
with no opposition since we left Cabool, except what must always be 
expected where the whole population is armed, and we have, conse¬ 
quently, had small parties of thieves occasionally firing on the rear guards. 
During each night that we have encamped, not a shot has been fired, and 
on the line of march, not a man is to be seen on the lulls. 


* 1st Division—Four guns 3rd troop 1st brigade, horse artillery, No. 6 light field 
battery, two 18-poundcrs and detail K. artillery, mountain train, ller Majesty’* 3rd 
Light Dragoons, four rissalahs 3rd Irregular Cavalry, one squadron 1st Light 
Cavalry, Her Majesty’s nth Foot, Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, 26th Native 
Infantry. 35th Light Infantry, 5th company Sappers and Miners, Broadfoot’s Sap¬ 
pers, Jezailchees, Bildars, Sike contingent. 

2nd Division—Two guns 3rd troop 2nd brigade Horse Artillery, Captain Blood’s 
battery of 9-pounders, two squadrons 1st L.ght Cavalry, Her Majesty’s 31st Foot, 
2nd Regiment Native Infantry, IGth ditto (so in original), wihg 33rd Native Infan¬ 
try. wing COth ditto. 

General Nott’s Force—One troop Bombay Horse Artillery, one troop (late) Shah 
Shuoja’s force, detachment Foot Artillery, 3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry, 
detachment 1st Irregular Cavalry, detachment 1st Irregular Cavalry (so in original), 
Christie’s Horse, detachment Sappers and Miners, detachment Madras Sappers 
and Miners. Her Majesty’s 40th Foot, 16th Native Infantry (so in original), 38lh 
Native Infantry, 3rd (late) Shah Shooja’s force. Her Majesty’s 41st foot, 2nd Native 
Infantry, 42nd Nativa Infantry, 43rd Native Infantry. 
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No* 531*" ■ Cctpiuitl LoJWTCllCCy ^SSltttHTlt to ^(P)€T 7 lOT*‘GG 7 WTilly 
to Captain Pomorihy. 

Oosman Khan's Fori, October 2l, 1842. 

Sir,—I have the honor to report, for the information of Major-General 
Pollock commanding, that according to his instructions I brought the 
Lahore contingent yesterday morning to the village of Urguy, within 
three miles of the town of Kujjur ; where, having,pitched my camp, I 
at onqe proceeded to Kujjur, which town, with its adjoining forts, we 
found evacuated, the inhabitants flying from the latteni as the troops 
approached. 

We burned the town of Kujjur, the village of Urguj, and eight forts, 
including two belonging to Muzufler Khan, the Chief of Khogianics, and 
one of Munzon Khan Barukzyes. 

The fort of Mirza Aga Jan, and also two small forts adjoining the 
village of Ifrguj have been spared, the latter being occupied by our dawk 
jmoplc and some old Syeds. 

Not a shot has been fired ; but, had there been a determined enemy 
to oppose us, we should, from the nature of the ground and the loose 
discipline of the Lahore troops, have experienced some trouble. 

Captain Tower and Lieutenant Mackeson, of the 3Jrd Native Infan¬ 
try, permitted to accompany me, have proved very useful. 

Unless I receive orders to the contrary during the day I will burn 
tliis fort. 

I have, &c., 

H. M. Lawrence. 

No. 532.— Major-General Pollack to 3Ir. Maddock. 

Camp, Jellalabad, October 23, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General of India, a copy of a letter which I 
yesterday addressed tp the Adjutant-General of the Army, reporting my 
arrival at this place. I have also the honor to forward a copy of a 
letter from me to the same address, transmitting a dispatch from Major- 
General Nott. 

I have made preparations for the destruction of the fortifications here, 
and trust to be enabled to march in progress to Peshawur on the 25th 
instant. I will write again on this subject, directly I have heard from 
Major-General Nott, whose arrival here is still uncertain. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 53.3.— Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumley. 

Jellalabad, October 22, 1842. 

Sir, —I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, my arrival here this morning, with the first 
division of the troops. Major-Qineral M’Caskill will arrive to-morrow, 
• and Major-General Nott on the day following. 



1 withdrew, from Guiidamuck, the detachment which had been left 
for the purpose of keeping open the communication ; the wing of tlie 
;{3rd Native Infantry has joined the head-quarters of the regiment, which 
is with the 2nd division ; and the wing of tlie 60tli, joined by that left 
at Gnndamuck, is attached to the 1st division, as are also the squadrons 
of the 5th and 10th Light Cavalry. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 534.— Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lwtnlnj. 

Camp, JeUalahad, October 23, 1842. 

Sib, —I have the honor to forward a dispatch from Major-General 
Nott, detailing his progress over the Huft Kotul, with a return of casual¬ 
ties. I have understood that the column under Major-General M‘Cas- 
kill has experienced some loss, but I have not as yet received a report 
from that officer. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 5.35.— Major-General Nott to Captain Ponsonhy. 

. Camp, Giant's Tomb, October 15, 1842. 

Sib, —I beg to report, for the information of Major-General Pollock, 
C.B., that the rear-guard of the force, under my command, was yester¬ 
day attacked by laige bodies of the enemy in the Huft Kotul Pass. I 
sent 200 sepoys, and a wing ofrllo# Majesty’s 40th Regiment, and two 
companies of Her Majesty’s 41st, under command of Major Hibbert, to 
the assistance of Captain Leeson, of the 42nd Regiment Native Infantry, 
who had charge of the rear. Our sepoys defeated and dispersed the 
enemy. Captain Leeson speaks in high terms of the gallantry of the 
officers and sepoys under his command. 

Major Hibbert, and the wing of Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment, and 
the two companies of Her Majesty’s 41st, under Captain Rlackburno, 
behaved with their accustomed gallantry ; my thanks are due to all the 
troops engaged. I enclose a list of killed and wounded. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 

Iteturn of Killed and Wounded during the attacks on the Bear Guard of Major- 

General Kott's force, on die evening of the \&th and morning of the ICth October, 

1842. 

1st Troop Bombay Horse Artillery—1 private, 2 horses, killed; 2 privates, 1 
horse keeper, 5 horses, wounded. 

Christie’s Horse—1 horse killed; 1 lieutenant, 1 private, 5 horses wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment—I private wounded. 

38th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry—2 privates wounded. 

3rd Regiment Irregular Infantry—1 havild|r, 3 privates wounded. 

2nd Brigade, 42nd Regiment Bengal Nativ^Infantry—3 privates killed ; 1 lieute¬ 
nant, I assistant-surgeon, 3 havildars, 4 naicks, 23 privates, wounded. 
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43rd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry—2 privates killed*! I naicks 2 privates 
wounded. ^ 

1st Regiment of Irregular Cavalry (Haldane’s)— i, privates wounded. 

Total—12 m-ivates, 3 horses, killed; 2 lieutenants, 1 assistant surgeon, 4 havild- 
ars, h naicks, M privates, 1 horse.-keeper, 10 horses wounded. 

Grand Total of killed and wounded—61 officers and men, and 13 horses. 

Officers wounded. 

Lieutenant and Brevet Captain W. Jervis, 42nd Regiment Bengal Native 
Infantry. 

Lieutenant N. B. Chamberlain, Christie’s horse. 

Assistant-Surgeon J. II. Serrel. 42nd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry. 

■ N. B.—1 havildar, 1 naick. and 1 sepoy, of the 27th Native Infantry, doing 
duty with 42nd Native Infantry, are included in the above. 

W. Nott, JUajor-Generat. 


No. ,536.— Major-Gi'iwral Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, All Boghan, October 27, 1842. 
Sib,—1 liavc the honor to report, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-Gencriil of India, iny departure from Jellalabad, 
■with the whole of the troops, excepting General Nott’s division after 
destroying the fortifications of that city. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. .537.— The Governor-General of •India to the Secret Committee. 

Simla, October 19, 1842. 

(Extract.)—Mr. Clerk, the Envoy to the Maharajah Shere Sing, 
brought to me, j’esterday, the Faqueer Azeezoodeeu, who has been 
Minister of Lahore for thirty-four years. 

2. The inclosed letter addressed by me to Major-General Pollock, 
shows the result of our short conference. 

,3. It may be inconvenient that the Lahore'Government should not 
have made up their minds sooner, upon the points adverted to in that 
letter, for, it is not impossible that, in obedience to his present instrue,- 
tions, Major-General Pollock may have destroyed the new fortifications of 
Jellalabad, on withdrawing his troops, before the letter can reach him. 

4. As there is not the least prospect of the early formation of any 
Government in Aflghanistan, with wliich we could hold amicable inter¬ 
course, the arrangement agreed to is most advantageous to us in all 
respects. 

No. 538.— The Governor-General of India to Major-General 

Pollock. 

Simla, October 18, 1842. 

Genebal, —The Faqueer Azeezoodeen havihg personally assured me, 
on the part of the Maharajali Shere l^ing, that the Maharajah will never 
recognize any Government in Cabool which shall not have been previ¬ 
ously recognized by the GoveiH^ent of India, I have informed the 
Faqueer that, upon the retirement of the British army, Jellalabad shall 
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fje given up to the Sikh troops in its present state ; tliat is, without any 
injury being done to the fortifications : and you will, accordingly, so 
give up that place to the Sikh army, when its occupation shall be no 
longer necessary to you. 

1 have assured the Faqueer, that the British Government will not 
interfere in any manner in the future government of JeUalabad, or in the 
management of the territory dependent upon it ; the Fdf}uoer promising 
on the part of the Maharajah, that no person shall be einployexl in the 
government or management thereof, who shall be deemed and declared 
by the British Government to be its enemy. 

I have informed the Faqueer that if, upon your evacuating JeUalabad, 
there should be any stores in the place, which you do not require for the 
use of your army, you will dispose of them to the Sik^^ army, for such 
fair price as may be agreed upon, and this you are authorized to do. 

You are authorized to dispose of any Affghan guns, or other military 
stores, in the same manner as stores of grain. 

You will not act upon the instructions given in this letter, unless you 
should receive from the Maharajah Shere Sing a letter, reciting the sub¬ 
stance of this letter, and informing you, who, on his Highness’s part, is 
authorized to receive JeUalabad from you, and to agree for the purchase 
of the stores. 

I have, &c., 

Eljlunbokougii. 


No. 539.— Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clerk. 

Simla, Ociiibcr 18, 1842. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Governor-General to transmit, for your 
information, and communication to his Highness Maharajah Shore Sing, 
the accompanying copy of a letter this day addressed by the Governor- 
General to Major General Pollock. 

2. In communicating this letter to the Maharajah, I am desired to 
request that you will acquaint his Highness, that the Governor-General 
has acquiesced in the arrangement mentioned therein, under the impres¬ 
sion that the interests of the British Government and those of the 
Maharajah, with respect to Aiighauistuu, are the same. 

I have, &<%, 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 540.— Major-General Pollock to the Govern or-General of India. 

Camp, JeUalabad, October 23, 1842. 

My Lord, —I have had the honor to receive j^r Lordship’s letter 
dated 12th instant. 

With reference to the iSt paragraph, I can safely assure your Lord- 
place that I never, from my first arrival at Cabool, expected to leave that 
place so early as the 8th instant, and I believe I may, with very great 
truth assert, that I never gave any on^llpcason to believe, that I could 
inarch at so early a period. My first expectation was, that I should not 



he able to move till the l.'ith. I afterwards hoped to move on the lOth 
instant, and as soon as T saw a fair prospect of niy being able to do so, I 
expressed such an ex[)ectatiou in iny letter to your Lordship, but could 
not even then speak (!ontidcnt,ly. Even on the 10th instant, in writing 
to his Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief, I could not say more than 1 
hojied that I might Ik; able to report my departure on the 12th instant. 

Camels and bullocks came in on the afternoon of the ilth, but not 
so many as were required ; I was, however, determined to make no further 
delay. 

I beg to say that until I wrote to your Lordship, it was impossible for 
me to fix a probable day for my departure, though I knew many oflicers 
in cainj» had fixed their own day, on which 1 was to move, without any 
refen.-nco to my real intentions or expectations. 

A report of the movement of the two brigades was forwarded. The 
report was delayed a day, but their moving forward after their junction, 
depended on information 1 might receive of Ameonoollah, who had col¬ 
lected a body of men at Istaliff. There were several objects contem- 
inafed in sending the brigades, but the princijial one was to disjierse the 
force collected under Ameenoollah ; secondly, by ajipearing in force, in 
Kohistan, it was hoped the native prisoners would be released ; and, 
lliirdly, it was not at all improbable, that the advance of such a force 
might have induced the Ghoorbund Chiefs to secure the person of 
j\Iahoined Akbar. numlxw of native prisoners were released, and the 
dispersion of Aineenoollah’s retainers prev(aited their following us on 
our n^turn towards the jtrovinces. 

If, after this explanation, your Lordship still considers me guilty of 
neglect, in not reporting, 1 can assure your Lordship, that it has been my 
constant and earnest desire to keep your Lordship correctly informed on 
all subjects; and if I have erred,' I may with truth say, 1 have done so 
very unintentionally. 

Your Lordship appears to have anticipated the object I had in view, 
in detaching the brigades. 

There may appear to be some contradiction to my assertion, that the 
cmany were j)reveuted following us, when your Lordship peruses the 
rejiorts of Generals Nott and McCaskill, b>jt 1 am still of opinion (and 
my opinion is formed from information I have received from good sources) 
tiiat the oidy enemy we liuve had to contend with, has been the brigands 
of the (sjuntry, who, even in times of peace, are always to be found 
where tlnu’c is |)rospect of ])lunder. I have crowned the heights the 
whole distance, and have laid a strong rear-guard. I have not only met 
witli no opposition, but we have scarcely seen an inhabitant. Most 
certainly there has not been any organized ro.sistance. 

1 beg to add, with reference to your Lordship’s last paragraph, that 
when 1 detached the *yo brigades, their absence was limitted to twelve 
<lays. I was aware that I could not march before that time, and during 
their jibsence, 1 was making every exertion to conijdete the. cominissariat 
•s'.qiplies, &c. 

1 have reason to believe, that the operations in Kohistan produced a 
most beneficial etfect.- Istaliff w^cousidcred the strongest place in that 
province, and the inhabitants so IMe e.xjKJcted our success, that not a 
"'Oman or child find left tlie town. It was not my original plan to enter 
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Kohisfan at all, but from the information I received, I thought that llie 
t)hject of my advance would not be comjdete unless a severe example 
were made, a notorious enemy of the British Government having been 
allowed to congregate a considerable forc^e, within three or four marches 
of the capital. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. ;>41.— Major-General Al'Cas/till to Captain Ponsonhi/. 

Camp, Jumrooit, November 4, 1842. 

Sir,— T liave the honor to acquaint you, for the information of Major- 
General Pollock, C.B., tliat the force placed under my immediate com¬ 
mand finally broke up from Da'kka on the morning of the 2d instant. 
It reached Cundi Khana before 10 a.m., and in the course of that day and 
night a troop of horse artillery, and the whole of the cannon ami carri¬ 
ages of the park, with the exception of the Jellalabad gun, were 
laboriously brought up to the level ground at the head of the pass by the 
troops of the 2d brigade. Those regiments moved down cautiously and 
without opposition the next morning to Ali Musjid, and the ad brigade 
was directed to follow their movement, marching at daylight. 

I regret to add, that it was overtaken by night in the defiles leading 
to that place, and that its rear guard met' with a serious disaster, tlie 
particulars of which are communicated in the aci^ompanying report from 
Brigadier Wild. 

Captain Lane, Commissary of Ordnance, had received from me an 
ample escort, witli saiipers and bildars, on the morning of tlie 3rd, in 
consequence of the confident expectation which he entertained of getting 
the Jellalabad gun up the acclivity of l.uudi Khana. He reports to me, 
however, that he was finally compelled to leave it on the road, having 
first requested the artillery officers of Major-General Nott’s division to 
take charge of it, which he considers to Inive been assented to. Ilis 
party was attacked by a large body of Afredees near Ghurree Lala Beg ; 
but he saved his detachment from serious loss by judiciously throwing it 
into a fort, and making a spirited defence. Lieutenant Corsar, undiir my 
instructions, sent out parties of his corps this morning, with great acti¬ 
vity and promptitude, into the pass, and recovered the howitzer and both 
carriages which had been captured by the enemy, and I am not without 
hopes of regaining the second gun. 

The bodies of the officers who fell have also been brought in. 

I have the honor to forward the return of killed and wounded. 

I have, &c., 

.flolIN M’Ca SKILL. 


No. 542 .—Brigadier Wild to Captain Havelock. 

Camp, Ali Musjid, November .3, 1842. 

SiE,—For the information of Major4(leneral McCaskill, K.H., I have 
the honor to acquaint you, that I marched with my weak brigade agre*;- 
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ably to orders tins morninn; at day break. On reaching the place •vphcrc 
the big gun had been left by the 2nd brigade yesterday, I used uiy 
utmost exertions to get it on ; and on finding that I had not succeeded 
till 10 A. M. in getting it on at>ove half a mile, it being then not above 
one-third of the way up from the fort of Lundi Khana ; and foreseeing 
the evil consequences of being benighted in proceeding (agreeable to 
orders also,) to Ali Musjid to-day, 1 ordered Captain Lane to have it 
blown up, and moveal on with the artillery and train left behind by Cap¬ 
tain Alexander, with as much celerity as I could. When I saw the 
baggage lairly coming up to the top of Lundi KhaniJ, I proceeded to 
join tlic advance, composed of the advanced guard, the two troojts of the 
.5th Cavalry, and the artillery under Lieutenants Smith and Christie, 
and tlie remaining bulk of the 64th Regiment under Colonel Moseley, 
consisting of about 90 rank and file. On arriving there, I found they 
had been engage^d. Some bullocks that were being carried oil’ by the 
Afredecs were recovered by Captain Oldfield, on whom a heavy fire was 
opened from a hill, by which he had one trooper and three horses 
woutided, and one killed. I immediately sent up crowning parties, and 
two shells being also thrown up, the enemy quickly fled. It then pro¬ 
ceeded, followed by the baggage ; and, though fired uj)on from the hill, 
on the left on the way to Ghurree Lala Reg, by keeping the biiggagc well 
to the riglit over the plain, no harm was done. I made two or three 
more short halts to allow tlie baggage to close well up. I then passed on 
to tlie head of the column, and entered tlie jiass. Everything going on 
as well as could be wislied. To afford additional protection to the rear, 

1 directed Lieutenant Cliristie, with his two mountain guns, to remain 
with tlie rear guard ; and everything continued to go on well till darkness 
came on, wlien.a rush was made by a large number of Afredees from 
under tlie cover of the dark bushes in the pass, firing, throwing stones, 
atid rushing iti with their knives on the mountain train ; and I deeply 
grieve to say, that it appears to have been carried off; liicutenaut 
Christie to have been killed, and Ensign Nicholson, of the 30th, with the 
rear guard, also killed. Lieutenant Ross, of the same corps, also with 
the rear guard, after cutting down one Afredee, was knocked oft’ his 
hurs(‘ by a stone thrown at him by another, and 1 fear he is severely 
injured. The baggage, as far as I can ascertain, has all arrived in camp 
safe ; but there have been iiutnbers of killed and wounded in the rear 
j^uard, whose numbers have not yet been ascertained. As soon as 1 can 
<lo so, 1 shall submit a correct report of the whole ; but I cannot attri¬ 
bute the misfortune of to-day to any other cause than having been 
benighted in the pass, owing to the delay the big gun occasioned, and 
also to the extreme weakness of mj' brigade, which in no part of the 
column afforded a sufficient strength ; but this I have repeatedly reported. 
The exiiausted state of men and cattle, who, in addition to very hard 
work, had (the former,) nothing to eat or drink to-day, till they reached 
the river at this place ; and the latter, who had no food either yesterday or 
to-day, nor water till they arrived here, renders them very unfit for work 
to-morrow. 

1 haie. fk<-., 

C. F. WUAK 
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No. 543.— Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumley. 

Chumkunnee, November 9, 1842.’ 

Sib, — T have the honor to report, for the information of his Excel¬ 
lency the Comniander-in-Chief the arrival of Major-General Nott, with 
the troops under his command, at Jumrood, on the 6th instant, and to 
inclose his dispatches, with a return of casualties. 

I had directed the Major-General, after bringing away the gnns left 
for the protection of the garrison, to destroy the fort of Ali Musjid ; the 
Engineer’s report of which I have now the pleasure to forward. 

I have, &c., 

Gf-okge Pollock. 


No. 544.— Major-General Nott to Captain Ponsonby. 

Camp, near Penhavmr November 8, 1842. 

Sir, —I have to acquaint you, for the information of Mtijor-General , 
Pollock, C.B., that the rear-guard of my force, under the command of 
Major Browne, of Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment, was attacked by the 
enemy, on marching to and from Ali Musjid. The arrangements made 
by Major Browne, assisted by Major Simmonds, of Her Majesty’s 41st 
Regiment, appear to have been admirable, and the enemy were sjieedily 
defeated. 

I inclose a return of killed and wounded. I directed the fort of Ali 
Musjid to be destroyed. The Engineer’s report is herewith trasmitted. 

W. Nott. 


Return of killed and wounded during the attack on the^rear-gnard of 
General Nott's force, on the Ath and 6th of November, 1842. 



KILLED. 

WOtJ.NDED. 1 

• 

Privates, 
Sepoys, and 
Sowers. 

Horses. 

Lieutenants. 

Serjeants and 
Havildars. 

Drummers. 

2^ « ? 

S 

2 

Bengal 3-2 Foot Artillery . 

Bombay 3-1 Ditto . 

... 

... 

"i 

1 





1 

4 

i 



1 

3 

Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment Foot 

Her Majesty’s 4l8t Ditto ... 





3 


••• 



... 

4 




... 




3 


16th Regiment Bengal Grenadiers.. 


... 



i 

2 


38th Regiment Light Infantry. 

42ml Ditto Ditto . 

4Srd Ditto Ditto . 

3 

... 


• 

... 

2 

... 

Total of each... 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1.5 

3 

Total ... 

4 men. 



SB 

3 liorsc 



W. Nott. 
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Grand total of killed and wounded, 23 officers and men, and 7 horses. 
Officers wounded.—1-ieutenant and Adjutant Terry, Bombay Foot 
Artillery, severely ; Lieutenant Chamberlain, Christie’s Horse, ditto. 


No. 545 .—Major Sanders, Engineers, to Major-General Nott. 

Ccmp, Jumrood, November 6, 1842. 

Sib, —I have the honor to report that, agreeably to your directions, the 
defensive works on the hill at Ali Musjid, consisting of the fort, and of a 
square of buildings recently erected by the British authorities at that fort, 
have been entirely destroyed. 

I have, &c., 

E. Sanders. 


No. 546 .—Notification by the Governor-General of India. 

• Camp, Ferozepore, December 17, 1842. 


This day Msgor-General Sir Robert Sale, G.C.B., passed the Sutlej 
at the head of all the troops which composed the garrison of Jellalabad. 

The Major-General was received at the foot of the bridge by the 
Governor-General and his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

The army of reserve, formed in one line extending two miles and a 
half, received the Major-General, and the garrison of Jellalabad, in 
review order, with presented arms. 

A salute of nineteen guns Was fired as the Major-Genefal passed the 
centre of the lino. ‘ • 

Captain Somerset, Military Secretary, and Captain Colville, A. D. C. 
to the Governor-General, had on the 14th instant, conveyed the medals 
granted to the garrison of Jellalabad, under an escort of the body guard, 
to the camp of the Major-General, and all the officers and soldiers of the 
garrison passed the bridge of the Sutlej, wearing the honor they have so 


justly won. 

The folloanng are the names of the snrvwing Officers to whom the 
Medal has been presented. 


Major-General Sir Rbt. Sale, G.C.B. 

Artillery. 

Major A. Abbott, C.B. 

„ J. B. Backhouse. 

„ G. H. Maegregor, C.B. 
Lieutenant M. Dawes. 
Assistant-Surgeon E. Hare. 

Hth Light Cavalry. 

Major E. T. Oldfield, C.B. 
Lieutenant E. W. C. Plowden. 
Cornet A. Wrench. 

Anderson's Horse. 
Lieutenant W. Muyne. 


\Zth {Prince Albert's) Light Infty. 
Lieutenant Colonel R. Pattisson. 
Major H. Havelock. • 

„ A. P. J. Wilkinson. 

„ H. C. Wade, 

„ J. H. Fenwick. 

Captain P. R. Jennings. 

„ A. E. F. Holcombe. 
Lieutenant G. King, 

„ W. A. Sinclair. 

„ Hon. E. J. W. Forester. 

„ D. Riittray. 

G. Wade. 

„ J. W. Cox. 

,, F. Van Straubenzee. 

„ T. B. Speedy. 
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Lieutenant G. G. C. Stapylton. 

„ R. Parker. 

„ A. Oakes. 

„ G. Talbot. 

Adjutant J. S. Wood, lieutenant. 

Assistant-Surgeon J. Robertson. 

„ „ G. W. Barnes. 

Lieutenant William Williams, 54th 
foot, doing duty with Her Ma¬ 
jesty’s 13th Light Infantry. 


Doing dull/ with the 35th Regiment 
Native Infantrg. 

Major J. Fraser, J 1th Ligk Cavalry. 

„ H. P. Burn, 1st Native Inl'ty. 
Captain J. G. Gerard, 1st European 
Regiment. 

Lieutenant R. Dowson, 5th Regt. 
Native Infantry. 

„ W. R. llillersdon, 53rd 
Native Infantry. 


35th Regiment Native Infantry. 

Lieut.-Colonel T. Monteath, C.B. 
Major T. Seaton. 

„ A. Younghusband. 

Captain T. M. E. Moorhouse. 
Lieutenant J. Towgood. 

„ M. N. Coombs. 

„ E. J. Boileau. 

„ R. B. Norton. 


Rroadfoot's Sappers and Miners. 
Major G. Broadfoot, C. B., 31th 
- Regt. Madras Native Infantry. 
Lieutenant J. G. G. Orr. 

„ F. Cunningham. 

Surgeon J. Forsytk 
Assistant-Surgeon W. Brydon. 

Commissariat, 

Major Main waring, 16th Bengal 
Native Infantry. 


The Governor-General will transmit the Medal to the mother of the 
late Colonel Dennie, who fell in the battle of the 7th of April ; and to 
the relatives of the officers and soldiers of .the garrison, who l|ave died 
since that day. ' 

By order, &c., 


T. II. Maddock. 


No. 547 .—Notification by the Governor-General of India. 

Camp, Fcrozeporc, December IH, 1842. 

Tiiis day Major-General Pollock, C.B., passed the Suthj, at the lioad 
of the artillery and cavalry, and of the 2nd brigade of infan try of the 
army under his command. 

' The Major-General was received at the foot of the bridge by the 
Governor-General. 

The ^6th Regiment of Native Infantry attached to the 2nd brigade, 
was, at the desire of the Governor-General, formed into a hollow square, 
and the Governor-General entering the square with Major-General 
Pollock, informed Major Huish, commanding the regiment, that Major- 
General Pollock having, in an especial manner, expressed his obligations 
to the 26th regiment, and represented their exemplary conduct on all 
occasions as meriting a particular mark of the approbation of the Go\ern- 
ment, he had great gratification in bestowing upon them, on their return 
to India, the honor of being henceforward a regiment of Light Inlaiitry. 

By order, &c., 

T. II. M.vi>dock. 






